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of successive whitewash 
defeats and must move 
to buck their attempts at 
political suicide. The time 
is right for delegates and 
party faithful to speak out 
and make their voices 
heard to stop the mad-
ness.
Deceptively allowing 
these weak candidates to 
stand knowing very well 
it•s a ploy to assure victo-
ry to the rejects is a trav-
esty. Listening on Sunday 
to the goodly lady vying 
for the post of General 
Secretary, I was appalled 
at her understanding of 
the functions of a Gen-
eral Secretary muchless 
the absence of strategic 
thinking and organisa-
tional skills. Lady, you 
being a small business 
woman doesn•t make you 
the right fit for that im-
portant position. 
Although Lennox An-
drews was mentioned as 
someone who can fill one 
of the lesser positions on 
the executive I was taken 
aback by his comments 
on the said Sunday pro-
gram. His attempt to por-
tray himself as this big 
academic fell flat with his 
rather incoherent, pedes-
trian, run of the mill utter-
ances on the economy. 
This points to the fact that 
not only some of these 
candidates are weak, 
others are too into them-
selves with an inflated 
sense of self-importance 
to connect with ordinary 
people and champion 
their populist causes.
This has been a peren-
nial problem for NDC as 
a party.
The deceptive manner in 
which those on the exec-
utive go about handling 
simple matters is anoth-
er cause for concern. 
If there were concerns 
about Jason Skeete then 
have a frank and mature 
discussion with him and 
don•t lead him on to be-
lieve he can contest for 
a position on the execu-
tive when he is not even 
down as a delegate to the 
convention. 
The situation regarding 
Jason Skeete highlights 
another longstanding 
problem with NDC- that is 
the deceptive manner of 
those on the executive as 
regards how they operate 
and how they treat their 
own kind. 
How many of the other 
candidates are either in a 
similar position to Jason 
or are being pushed only 
to take away votes from 
other candidates to allow 
the rejects to slip through 
and win the contest. This 
explains why the General 
Secretary is adamantly 
pursuing his agenda of a 

heavily contested, virtual, 
convention to achieve his 
objective of facilitating 
the return of the rejects.
To the few financiers who 
over the years have been 
propping up this organi-
sation the question must 
be asked of you - how 
long are you going to 
waste your scarce re-
sources and enable this 
bunch of narcissists to 
pursue their failed agen-
da? 
You have the power to 
force meaningful change 
in the organisation, to 
help facilitate a seam-
less, effective infusion 
of youthful energy in the 
NDC that can help to lift 
the image of the organi-
sation in the eyes of the 
electorate. You can do so 
by demanding the par-
ty commence a process 
to arrive at a consensus 
slate of candidates in a 
transparent manner.
With that being said the 
slate must be strategical-
ly put together in order to 
achieve the best political 
outcome. In the vacuum 
that presently exist in the 
NDC, glaring absence 
of strategic thinking and 
real politick, the emerg-
ing opportunity to reinvig-
orate and reinvent itself 
could easily be dashed 
away if the process is not 
managed properly. 
The process has already 
started on the wrong foot-
ing and facilitated by the 
political imbecile that is 
the General Secretary. 
With the influx of young 
people expressing inter-
est in taking up member-
ship or joining the party, a 
strategic thinking Gener-
al Secretary would have 
come up with a plan on 
how to best leverage this 
momentum to benefit the 
party. Particularly, when 
some of these persons 
begin to show interest in 
executive positions.
 There is definitely a 
yearning for a different 
direction, a new team, a 
fresh face in leadership, 
however that has to be 
placed in the social, po-
litical, and historical con-
text of Grenada.
The history of parliamen-
tary politics in Grenada 
has always pitted the 
working class against the 
upper class. With the tri-
umph of Eric Gairy and 
the GULP, the working 
class was able to tip the 
balance in their favour. 
The Grenada Revolution 
with Maurice Bishop as 
its leader further tipped 
that balance in favour of 
the working class.
The Americans attempt-
ed to shift that balance 
back to the upper class, 

Time is running out for NDC
The saga within the NDC 
continues as October 31 
draws near.
 It appears the conniving 
General Secretary and 
his bunch of misfit com-
panions are bent on tak-
ing the party to the gutter 
in pursuit of their selfish 
desires. Their actions will 
in the long run give the 
incumbent government 
an easy victory in the up-
coming general elections.
Another whitewash de-
feat in the polls could 
spell the end of the NDC 
and reverse progress 
made in our fledgling 
democracy.With the up-

coming elections, I am 
dumbfounded as to why 
a concerted effort is not 
made to select a strong 
executive to run the af-
fairs of the party.
When I looked at the list 
of persons who have 
expressed interest in po-
sitions on the executive, 
the proposed schedule 
of activities for the con-
vention, and listened to 
the last Sunday radio 
program, it is quite clear 
the dice is cast and those 
narcissists that are re-
sponsible for planning 
the convention are hell 
bent on creating the con-
ditions for the rejects to 
prevail.

Considering the state of 
the party with many con-
stituency groups not ful-
ly functioning, selection 
of delegates from those 
constituencies would be 
open to question and 
therefore pursuing a 
heavily contested virtual 
elections is preposterous.
 The group of narcissists 
having little regards for 
the long-term wellbe-
ing of the party and are 
concerned only with their 
selfish objective to rein-
state themselves at the 
helm of the party. 
The party•s base having 
been in the political wil-
derness for so long was 
forced to face the agony 
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Attorney-at-law Dickon Mitchell … is tipped to take over as the 
new NDC leader but has a number of challenges on his hand
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GENERAL AUSTIN: BERNARD COARD WANTED 
TO TURN GRENADA INTO A COMMUNIST STATE
For the first time, a top 
figure in the 1979-83 Gre-
nada Revolution has dis-
closed that former deputy 
Prime Minister Bernard 
Coard had made a bold 
move to turn the then rul-
ing New Jewel Movement 
(NJM) into a full-fledged 
communist party.
 Speaking to THE NEW 
TODAY last Saturday, for-
mer Army Commander 
General Hudson Austin 
who was a member of 
the Central Committee of 
the party said that Coard 
came to a meeting with 
a proposal to change the 
party•s name from NJM to 
the Communist Party of 
Grenada (CPG) but it was 
defeated by other mem-
bers.
 •What I do know he want-
ed to declare NJM a com-
munist party. I know about 
that one … it got slammed 
down so blasted fast he 
was surprised,Ž he said.
 According to Austin, he 
could not remember spe-
cifically the forum in which 
the former Number Two 
man in the ill-fated revo-
lutionary process tried to 
get approval for the party 
to move into the official 
communist orbit but said 
it could have been at a 
General meeting of NJM 
members.
 He said: •That was voted 
down I think in a General 
Meeting. I know he raised 
it one morning in some 
meeting to declare the 
NJM the Communist Party 
of Grenada. That get lash 
down so fast … that is the 
fastest cane field I see get 
cut down.Ž
 Coard has been brand-
ed as the mastermind of 
the power struggle in the 
NJM-led People•s Rev-
olutionary Government 
(PRG) that culminated 
in the execution of Prime 
Minister Maurice Bishop 
on October 19, 1983 at 
army headquarters at Fort 
George on the vexing is-
sue of Joint Leadership of 
the then ruling party.
 The former deputy Prime 
Minister spent over 25 
years in prison along with 
General Austin and oth-
er top army officers like 
Lieutenant-Colonels Liam 
•OwusuŽ James and Ew-
art •HeadacheŽ Layne, 
Majors Leon •BogoŽ Corn-
wall, John •ChaulkieŽ Ven-
tour, and Dave •TanŽ Bar-
tholomew for the murder 
of Bishop and three Cab-
inet ministers.
 Coard who is now living 
in Jamaica has repeatedly 
turned down approach-
es made by journalists to 
question him on his role in 
the bloody events in Gre-
nada some 38 years ago.
 In the wide-ranging inter-
view, General Austin also 
commented on Bishop•s 
relationship with the for-

mer communist leader of 
the now defunct Workers 
Party of Jamaica (WPJ), 
university professor, Dr. 
Trevor Munroe who is said 
to be ideologically close to 
Coard.
 Several leading leftist fig-
ures who supported Bish-
op in the October 1983 cri-
sis have often pointed an 
accusing finger at Munroe 
as one who allegedly ad-
vised Coard on the bitter 
internal party feud in the 
NJM.
 The WPJ leader was said 
to be in the country when 
Bishop was on an official 
trip to Eastern Europe but 
left the day after the Prime 
Minister returned home 
and was reportedly seen 
visiting Coard•s home next 
to the official residence of 
the Prime Minister at Mt 
Wheldale but slipped out 
of the country without any 
engagement with Bishop.
 Austin said: •ƒMaurice 
wasn•t very keen on fel-
lahs like Trevor Munroe 
and their style of politics. 
Even though Maurice 
went for revolutionary 
politics I don•t think that 
Maurice wanted the coun-
try to stray from its path of 
development. We take aid 
from Cuba, we take aid 
from here (and there) but 
we continue with our sys-
tem … people do that all 
over the world.Ž
 According to the former 
army boss who served as 
Minister of Public Utilities 
in the PRG, many coun-
tries around the world 
receive assistance from 
communist China but do 
not change their system 
just to please Beijing.
 He said that what Coard 
wanted to do is change 
the system in Grenada 
and turn the island into an 
official communist state.
 Austin admitted that there 

were ideological differenc-
es between Prime Minis-
ter Bishop and his deputy 
on the way forward with 
the Grenada Revolution 
and said it can best be de-
scribed as an •ideological 
warŽ between the two rev-
olutionary leaders.
 He said: •ƒBernard 
Coard wanted to declare 
NJM the Communist Par-
ty of Grenada. Could you 
see that happening in 
them times there?
 Austin told THE NEW TO-
DAY that the Marxist-Le-
ninist doctrine only started 
to gain a foothold in NJM 

on the entry of Coard and 
his radical hardline group 
known as the Organi-
sation of Revolutionary 
Education and Liberation 
(OREL) into the party.
 •I think that (Marxism) 
came about with OREL - 
the coming into being of 
OREL. I can•t remember 
any discussion anywhere 
in the party about Marx-
ism/Leninism until OREL,Ž 
he said.
 The army chief indicated 
that he never got involved 
in the study of commu-
nism within the NJM but 
was fully aware of the 

existence of study groups 
but never took part.
  •I wasn•t in their dam 
thing … I wasn•t in any 
OREL thing. No way … I 
was not in any of their 
study groups.
 Asked if Bishop was part 
of the study groups in 
Marxism/Leninism, Gen-
eral Austin said: •I can•t 
say if Maurice used to be 
in their study groups or 
not. I know they used to 
read a lot of books about 
Marx and Lenin and them-
fellahs.
 Austin also said he did not 
believe they wanted him in 

the study group since he 
had a background as a lay 
preacher with the Method-
ist church in Grenada.
 THE NEW TODAY was 
told that those communist 
aspirants involved in the 
NJM study groups also 
used a book written by Dr. 
Munroe called the ABC of 
Communism.
 After the collapse of the 
Grenada Revolution, head 
of the Interim Govern-
ment the late Sir Nicholas 
Brathwaite disclosed that 
the Jamaican contingent 
of the Security Forces that 
helped in the overthrow 

of the Bishop Killers had 
brought to his attention 
a number of documents 
found on the island relat-
ing to the internal business 
of the NJM.
 Brathwaite said that one 
of the documents revealed 
that Munroe had planted 
persons in the telephone 
company in Jamaica who 
were used to often provide 
him •a safe lineŽ to discuss 
State matters with the Rev-
olutionary leaders in Gre-
nada.

 our employees will be working remotely
until further notice. 

NOTICE

General Hudson Austin … made a startling revelation about the 
Number Two figure in the Grenada Revolution

Bernard Coard … the former Deputy Prime Minister of the 
ill-fated People•s Revolutionary Government

Dr. Trevor Munroe … considered as one of the top communist 
leaders in the English-speaking Caribbean
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E D I T O R I A L
The collapse of the 
Grenada Revolution!!!

THE NEW TODAY is invit-
ing Grenadians at home 
and in the Diaspora to try 
and listen to a five-part in-
terview which former Army 
Commander General Hud-
son Austin did with THE 
NEW TODAY, to coincide 
with the 38th anniversary 
of the bloody events on 
Fort George/Fort Rupert in 
which Prime Minister Mau-
rice Bishop was executed 
following internal wrangling 
in the New Jewel Move-
ment (NJM) on a proposal 
for Joint Leadership with 
his deputy, Bernard Coard.
 In this wide-ranging inter-
view by the General who 
is known by many in the 
country as H.A, he did not 
back away from several 
eye-opening questions 
about some controversial 
killings in the country back 
in the 1970•s and during 
the 1979-83 Grenada Rev-
olution.

 Perhaps the most intrigu-
ing was the General•s re-
sponse to the army killing 
of the late Strachan Phillip 
who was one of the per-
sons who journeyed to True 
Blue to defeat the Grena-
da Defense Force (GDF) 
as part of the contingent 
of the military wing of the 
NJM to overthrow the then 
Eric Gairy government on 
March 13, 1979.
 Austin, as head of the 
army, is not convinced that 
the report given to him after 
the killing of Strachan Phil-
lip is accurate and might 
have been falsified to some 
extent.
 The former army boss 
has put Major Leon •BogoŽ 
Cornwall, the former Am-
bassador to Cuba at the 
centre of the squad of sol-
diers who were dispatched 
to Phillip•s home at Mt. Airy 
in St Paul•s to engage him 
after the deadly bomb blast 

at Queen•s Park in which 
some persons including a 
female student was killed.
 There is no limitation on 
murder but it is doubtful 
that the Office of the Direc-
tor of Public Prosecutions 
(DDP) will re-open the files.
 It is clear from the inter-
view that General Austin 
is a very shrewd politician 
and was very cautious in 
the manner in which he 
responded to many of the 
sensitive questions about 
the suspicious killings 
during the revolution.
 It seems that his respons-
es were measured as he 
did not want to put the 
Grenada Revolution and 
its leaders on trial for some 
of the atrocities that took 
place in the four-and-a-half 
years of NJM rule in the 
country.
 However, the General has 
made a number of disclo-
sures in his latest interview 
which no one has chal-
lenged publicly.
 It is no longer bordering on 
suspicion that Coard who 
was considered as a hard-

line Marxist-Leninist had 
floated a most controversial 
proposal for NJM to change 
its name to the Communist 
Party of Grenada (CPG) 
which if successful would 
have created panic in the 
corridors of power in Wash-
ington in the United States.
 Hudson Austin is also the 
first revolutionary figure in 
Grenada to admit in public 
that there were deep ideo-
logical differences between 
Bishop and Coard on the 
way forward for the Grena-
da Revolution.
 As he put it, there was an 
•ideological warŽ taking 
place between the Prime 
Minister and his very ambi-
tious deputy on the course 
that should be followed 
in the development of the 
country under the revolu-
tionary process.
 The evidence of this brutal 
battle that resulted in the 
executions on the fort can 
be deducted from state-
ments made in the after-
math of the tragic events 
by former Mobilisation 
Minister, Selwyn Strachan, 

a once loyal Bishop sup-
porter who deserted him 
and went over to the Coard 
Camp.
 Strachan had made the 
statement that Comrade 
Bishop was reluctant to 
move away from his pe-
tite-bourgeoisie position of 
being a Social Democrat 
and convert to Democratic 
Centralism which meant 
travelling on the course 
with the others towards 
communism.
 The General was also able 
to shed some light on the 
timing of Coard•s proposal 
for Joint Leadership with 
Bishop of the NJM with him 
being in charge of the more 
powerful organ which is 
the Central Committee and 
Bishop relegated to chair 
only the Political Bureau of 
the party.
 It seemed that it was im-
portant for the Deputy 
Prime Minister to be pro-
moted alongside the •Com-
rade LeaderŽ prior to the 
5th anniversary of the Gre-
nada Revolution as Bishop 
would have consolidated 

his prestige and power 
with the opening of the In-
ternational Airport at Point 
Salines to coincide with the 
visit of Cuba•s late leader, 
Fidel Castro.
 Coard•s influence of the 
process was also being 
eroded after his resigna-
tion in 1982 from both the 
NJM CC and Political Bu-
reau and rise of Agriculture 
Minister, George Louison 
to take over the role of chief 
party ideologue.
 On the surface, it looked 
like Coard had to try and 
make a big and dramatic 
comeback within the NJM 
and used his disciples … 
Lieutenant-Colonels Liam 
•OwusuŽ James and Ewart 
•HeadacheŽ Layne, and 
army Majors Leon •Bogo• 
Cornwall and John •Chaulk-
ieŽ Ventour to trigger the 
Joint Leadership proposal 
to save the Grenada Revo-
lution as it was on the verge 
of collapse within a matter 
of six months.
 This was a fallacy on part 
of the Coard group of OREL 
revolutionaries as no other 
party was able to function 
in the country to challenge 
NJM for State power.
 THE NEW TODAY is forced 
to join with General Austin 
in coming to the conclusion 
that the tragic events that 
took place in Grenada 38 
years ago was nothing but 
a naked grab for power by 
Coard and his followers.
 Further evidence came 
from Austin when he said 

that as Commander of the 
army he did not know that 
Coard and Layne had giv-
en soldiers a modest in-
crease of $30.00 on their 
pay cheque just before the 
attempt to seize power from 
Bishop.
 Today, 38 years later the 
Coard followers are still 
at work by plotting and 
scheming to get another 
taste of State power in Gre-
nada, Carriacou & Petite 
Martinique.
 THE NEW TODAY wants 
to suggest that the events 
that took place during the 
period of the Grenada Rev-
olution should be on the 
curriculum of our schools 
… both primary and sec-
ondary.
 The period March 13, 1979 
to October 25, 1983 is part 
of our history as it involved 
both good and bad lessons 
for the citizens of the coun-
try, especially the younger 
generation.
 It is very unfortunate that 
some of the major players 
like Bernard Coard and 
those identified as linked to 
the secret cell group known 
as the Organisation of Rev-
olutionary Education and 
Liberation (OREL) have 
been selfish and refused 
to come forward and give 
their story on the demise of 
the Grenada Revolution.
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How China has flexed its economic 
muscles in Latin America

On the face of it, America 
has little to fear from China•s 
new deal to upgrade Cuba•s 
power grid. The countries 
are already firm allies via 
their Communist leaders, 
Havana is under a diplomatic 
and economic embargo from 
Washington, and all efforts 
to mend ties between the 
two ended when Obama left 
office.
 But scratch the surface and 
what emerges is a picture 
of Chinese economic domi-
nance in America•s backyard 
that would be enough to 
give any president sleepless 
nights.
 In fact, the deal with Cuba … 
signed this week as part of 
China•s trillion-dollar Belt and 
Road Initiative … is just the 
latest in a long line of loans, 
trade deals, construction proj-
ects and other investments 
in Latin American and the 
Caribbean that has seen Bei-
jing flex its growing econom-
ic muscle while America•s 
strength wanes.
 Since 2005, China•s three 
largest state investment 
banks have loaned some 
$140 billion to countries in 
Latin American to pay for ev-
erything from nuclear power 
stations to dams, roads to 
railways, ports and phone 
networks.
 Billions more … nobody 
knows quite how many … 
have been lent via contracts 
with commercial banks, pri-
vate finance initiatives and 
other deals which are opaque 
and hard to track, though re-
searchers have found they 
sometimes dwarf deals done 

on-the-books.
 Chinese trade with Latin 
America has shot up more 
than 25 times, rising from $12 
billion in 2000 to $315 billion 
in 2020 as almost half of the 
countries in the region saw 
their largest trading partner 
flip from being the US to Chi-
na … including three of the four 
largest economies, in Brazil, 
Argentina and Colombia.
 All of which gives China lever-
age that it uses to get its own 
way on the international stage, 
from winning votes at the UN 
to isolating its enemies … most 
notably Taiwan, as Beijing of-
ten requires countries to cut 
diplomatic ties with the island 
before it will hand over money.
 For Thomas Shannon, for-
mer Under Secretary of State 
for Political Affairs from 2016 
to 2018, Beijing•s economic 
strategy is also a way of mir-
roring and neutralising Amer-
ican threats in its own back 
yard.
 Speaking to Time magazine 
earlier this year, he said: •For 
China, the United States has 
its navy in the South China 
Sea, a military ally in Taiwan 
and has been harassing 
[them] about Hong Kong. This 
way, China can show the Unit-
ed States that we can play in 
your neighbourhood just how 
you play in ours.•
 China•s route to economic 
dominance in the region has 
followed a pattern that it has 
repeated in other parts of 
the world, most prominently 
Africa: Make available large 
amounts of low-interest mon-
ey and cheap labour to help 
build key infrastructure, run 

up a large bill, then use that to 
exert control.
 Paraguay, Venezuela and 
Ecuador all have debts with 
China of more than 10 per 
cent of their GDP, according 
to statistics agency Statista, 
making them vulnerable to 
any changes in the terms of 
those loans.
 Several more Caribbean na-
tions … among them Grenada 
and the Dominican Republic 
… are thought to be in similar 
position having taken tens of 
millions or billions in loans for 
projects, despite having small 
economies.
 According to the China-Latin 
America Finance Database, 
the largest recipient has been 
Venezuela with some $62 bil-
lion in loans, followed by Bra-
zil, Ecuador, Argentina and 
Bolivia.
 Cuba has been loaned just 
$240 million, according to 
official records, but was the 
beneficiary of a debt restruc-
turing that saw China write 
off around $6 billion in loans 
in 2011 … by far the largest 
amount of debt that China has 
opted to forgive.
 Still more countries have 
signed up to China•s Belt and 
Road initiative, a global $1 
trillion construction project 
that aims to improve trade 
networks and infrastructure 
which will be beneficial to Chi-
na in the long run.
 Notable partners include 
Venezuela … which also has a 
large amount of debt to Chi-
na … Ecuador and Panama, 
which contains the huge-
ly valuable Panama Canal 
which was originally built us-

ing US funding.
 Cuba is another country 
that has singed up to Belt 
and Road, and this week 
announced that it will accept 
Chinese help to upgrade its 
power network with a focus 
on renewables.
 Carlos Miguel Pereira, Cu-
ba•s ambassador to Beijing, 
made the announcement fol-
lowing an energy conference 
for Belt and Road members, 
inviting Chinese companies 
and investors to get involved.
 The projects will •deepen ties• 
between the two countries, 
Cuba•s energy minister Livan 
Arronte Cruz said, while pro-
moting •solidarity and interna-
tional co-operations in favour 
of developing countries•.
 Where it has not been able 
to buy influence … for exam-
ple in Brazil, Argentina and 
Colombia, which have large 
and well-established econo-
mies that are less vulnerable 
to debt … China has involved 
itself in key infrastructure proj-
ects such as power and trans-
portation networks which give 
it outsized influence.
 Chinese companies are cur-
rently constructing two major 
power plants for Argentina 
… both hydroelectric dams in 
Patagonia … and is in consul-
tation to build a third, a new 
nuclear power plant near Bue-
nos Aires.
 In Brazil, the China Mer-
chants• Port has bought up a 
90 per cent stake in the coun-
try•s second-largest container 
port … the Port of Paranaguá 
… while money is also pour-
ing into the country•s trans-
port networks, including the 

construction of a $1.3 billion 
bridge between Salvador and 
the island of Itaparica.
 Colombia•s transport network 
is also being transformed 
by the Chinese, which have 
been given contracts to build 
Bogota•s new subway, a tram 
system linking the suburbs, an 
electric bus network and will 
refurbish a major highway in 
the country•s south.
 And in Chile, two of the coun-
try•s biggest energy networks 
have been bought up by Chi-
na for a combined $5bn.
 But the US has begun push-
ing back. In September this 
year, Biden dispatched diplo-
matic teams to South America 
with the aim of taking his Build 
Back Better initiative … which 
began as his plan to rebuild 
the US after Covid … global 
under the tag Build Back Bet-
ter World or BW3.
 The •listening tours• were 
designed to identify projects 
where America could involve 
itself, offering to out-compete 
China with better quality prod-
ucts and a better record of 
delivery.
 For example, China helped 
Ecuador build two hydro-
electric dams during the last 
decade … but the Coca Codo 
Sinclair Dam has since run 
into major problems, including 
causing oil spills and suffering 
cracks.
 •Very few of [China•s] projects 
make economic sense and 
they often have very poor la-
bour and environmental stan-
dards,• a Biden administration 
official said at the time.
 China also helped Ecuador 

build two large dams, includ-
ing the Coca Codo Sinclair 
project (pictured) … which 
quickly ran into trouble. Wash-
ington hopes that China•s 
patchy record will allow it to 
recover some lost ground
 A BW3 event is planned for 
early next year where more 
details will be announced 
including project funding, 
though so-far no commit-
ments have been given about 
the amount of cash that will 
be spent.
 A major battleground is set 
to be Latin America•s 5G net-
work. China is lobbying hard 
to have Huawei technology 
built into it, while America is 
trying to force countries to ban 
it … arguing it will be used to 
spy by Beijing.
 Brazil, Chile and Ecuador 
have been delaying major 
decisions over who will help 
build their networks for years, 
trying and failing to find a mid-
dle-ground between the US 
and China.
 Perhaps the most-prominent 
example is Jair Bolsonaro … 
Brazil•s president, a major ally 
of Donald Trump … he agreed 
in December last year to join 
a US initiative that would have 
effectively banned Huawei 

from the 5G network.
 But just a month later he 
was forced to backtrack and 
tone down his rhetoric, partly 
due to fear that Beijing would 
delay a delivery of Covid vac-
cines to help tame the coun-
try•s spiralling outbreak.
 Whatever the future holds, for 
the time being the US is play-
ing catch-up, and there is no 
certainty that it will be able to 
make up the lost ground. 
 Infrastructure projects are no-
toriously slow to develop and 
agree, and can take years … if 
not decades … to build. 
 China•s influence grows by 
the day. As Axios reported 
after a sit-down with Ivonne 
Baki, Ecuador•s ambassa-
dor to the US, in September: 
•[America] is losing Latin 
America to China without put-
ting up a fight.•
 Nicolás Santo, author of the 
China Notes newsletter on 
China-Latin America, added: 
•The way [China] has found 
to do this is through trade 
agreements, but certainly it•s 
interests in the region go way 
beyond that.
 •I am shocked by how little 
attention the U.S. has paid 
to this topic over the last 10 
years, and even now.•
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Jason Skeete - my choice for NDC P.R.O.
 Since my political interven-
tion from 1986-2003 from 
the platform of the Maurice 
Bishop Patriotic Movement 
and The People•s Labour 
Movement from 2003-2007 
and finally when I cam-
paigned for Mr. Randall 
Robinson of the NDC in the 
2013 general elections, my 
political activities came to 
an end from the podium of 
political parties but not from 
within the pages of various 
newspapers in our country. 

 The upcoming National 
Democratic Congress con-
vention is very important for 
the second largest political 
organisation in our country 
since there is a great sense 
for something new going 
forward in our country and 
for that party and ultimately 
for the state of Grenada.
 My choice for Public Re-
lations Officer is Jason 
Skeete who represents the 
freshness and newness 
needed in going forward 

for the organisation and 
country.
 He joined the electron-
ic media fraternity at the 
age of fourteen under the 
stewardship of veteran and 
media radio personality Mr. 
Paul Roberts. He attended 
the J.W. R.C. Boys School 
and his secondary educa-
tion was at the Presentation 
Brothers College (PBC).
 Jason was also an accom-
plished sports and cultural 
personality. He played sev-
eral sports including table 
tennis and was the junior 
champion and represented 
the country in table tennis 
as well. He was also acting 
President and Vice-present 
of the Grenada Table Ten-
nis Association and was a 
team manager as well.
 He also played basketball 

MONEY 
OVER 
LIVES!!!
 Grenadians, please open 
all your eyes and read the 
dashboard from the Ministry 
of Health.
 They are really trying to 
fool us but we have sense.  
Check it out. They hardly 
doing any testing because 
the policy of government 
is money before lives. Yes, 
money before lives.
 They have failed to test the 
over populated rum shop 
on St John•s Street where 
someone immediately after 
leaving there, fell ill, very 
ill with Covid and died less 
than a week later.
 A senior citizen in town 
got the virus at home and 
she died. They failed to test 
the gang of gangsters on 
4-Roads boarding in her 
hotel - one coughing like old 
pan. No testing has been 
done on the streets in town 
and elsewhere.
 Some persons say they 
go to test for Covid and 
the lines too long. If they 
love us, Nikki Steele will 
send them to test especially 
where victims comes from.
 Keith Mitchell, you playing 
games with us. How much 
more deaths you want in 
your containers before all 
you get it right?
 It was just lockdown week-
ends and little testing. They 
should have sent teams all 

over the place especially to 
those homes and do testing.
 Please tell us the real truth 
- do you have test kits to do 
all the tests that are needed 
to be done in the country?
 People, let me tell you all 
something - they are not 
doing serious testing of the 
population for Covid-19. 
The truth hurts but they are 
not. They are pushing vac-
cines when they should be 
testing everyone, man Jack 
and body then push vacci-
nation. We are heading for 
more deaths at some point 
in time.
 Yes Keith, please test ran-
domly. Mandate testing then 
you can push your vac-
cine. Go to the fish market 
and tell me what you see - 
masks below chin and some 
persons no masks at all and 
they are selling to the public.
 Doc, all in stores in town 
you see the workers with 
masks below chin. People, 
all you better try to stock up 
on food because the first 
wave is far from over.
 The other thing is this: 
Please Emmalin leave the 
children where they are 
safe. January is not far off. 
Let us save lives then liveli-
hood will move forward. 

The Happy Thinker

The two Bajans!!!
 This one is for the Minister 
of Tourism - we the people 
of Grenada, Carriacou and 
Petite Martinique will like 
to know - why do we have 
2 Bajans in top positions in 
which you are in charge of ?
 It is not that I have anything 
against the Bajans but I am 
100  percent sure if you 
were to ask any one of them 
if they know what part of the 
Island is Madam Jaw  or 
Kobo Town located  ah bet 
you, not even the Minister 
knows.
 So, why•s can•t we have our 
local people in that position 
-let the money stay here
and not go to Barbados.

  Yet we are saying PURE 
GRENADA - tell me what 
is pure in that and who are 
they fooling with this rub-
bish.
  Come on Madam Minis-
ter, put Mr Jude Bernard or 
William Joseph in charge of 
GTA -not because he is not 
one of you but he is capable 
of getting the job done well.
  Also what about Spar-
row Church from Sunshine 
Tours or even me - we are 
PURE GRENADIAN and 
the money will remain in 
Grenada.

MR T
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for Carenage United/ Young 
Generation, cricket for 
G.C.E., and was also ac-
tive in athletics and football 
during his P.B.C. years.
 Jason also started playing 
the steel pan at the age of 
12 and was a former cham-
pion in the National Art 
Festival and was a member 
of the NCB Angels Harps 
for many years playing the 
tenor pan.
 After finishing his second-
ary education he then mi-
grated to Trinidad and To-
bago where he worked at 
various radio stations such 
as 96.1, 94.1, and 107.1. He 
returned to Grenada and 
continues to make his con-
tribution and was a mem-
ber of the Grenada Football 
Association General Coun-
cil and elected President of 

the Grenada Steel Band 
Association in October of 
2017.
 Although Jason had little 
time to prepare for the 2018 
panorama competition but 
it turned out to be the big-
gest and most successful 
panorama in more than 
thirty years. And recently 
he was elected Vice-Chair-
man of the Public Relations 
and Marketing Committee 
of the Grenada Olympic 
Committee.
 Jason is a serious believ-
er of •people do not care 
about how much you know 
until they know how much 
you careŽ and he is also 
interested in talking to and 
helping develop the under-
privileged through direct 
engagement with them. 
 My association with Jason 

began when I was elect-
ed P.R.O. of the Grenada 
Association in October of 
2017. Today, I am part of 
his extended family be-
cause his wife and kids 
also remember me going 
all over the place with him 
when we tried to change 
the way things were done 
in the Grenada Steel Band 
Association under his lead-
ership.
 I sincerely wish him all the 
best going forward in this 
new movement for change 
in our country. He is my 
choice for the PRO post 
in the National Democratic 
Congress because he is 
very knowledgeable, has 
communicating skills and 
a voice which commands 
people to listen up.
  Together with all that ex-

perience which he has ac-
cumulated over the years, 
he is an excellent choice to 
advocate the policies and 
programs of the National 
Democratic Congress for 
upcoming general elections 
and beyond. And if you 
need some advice from me 
I will always make myself 
available.
 If anyone has any doubts 
about why Jason is my 
choice before others, 
please remember the bible 
story of the Good Samari-
tan.v
 
Brian Lindsay-Campbell
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Concerns over misuse of agricultural lands
Former Deputy Perma-
nent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Finance, 
Economist Lennox An-
drews has expressed 
the view that the Physi-
cal Planning Unit (PPU) 
within the Ministry of 
Finance should have 
•more authority and au-
tonomy to direct, control 
and regulateŽ land use 
and development in the 
country.
The former fiscal advi-
sor in the Ministry of Fi-
nance believes that this 
should be done follow-
ing the •National Phys-
ical Development Plan 
so that our land space 
will be utilised in a more 
orderly manner.Ž
Andrews, who is cur-
rently a •floor member• 
on the Executive of the 
National Democratic 
Congress (NDC) and 

aspiring to become the 
Caretaker candidate 
for St. Andrew South-
west, was speaking as 
a guest on Sunday•s 
NDCs Heartbeat ra-
dio programme, where 
host Terrence Forrester, 
raised concerns over 
the conversion of agri-
cultural lands over the 
years to •residential de-
velopment.Ž
Forrester, who is a for-
mer affiliate of the rul-
ing New National Party 
(NNP) of Prime Minister 
Keith Mitchell, called for 
•policy direction,Ž which 
he said will be •critical 
in moving forward,Ž and 
expressed the view, that 
•if we continue along 
that line we will contin-
ue to erode our ability 
to produce agricultural 
products for our con-
sumption.Ž

The call was support-
ed by Andrews, who 
agreed there is a need 
for such a policy •to en-
sure that there is a har-
monious, well-planned 
physical development 
activity taking place in 
the country that wouldn•t 
affect us.Ž 
•So, you must have that 
(policy) in place, and 
what it means is that 
when individuals are 
submitting development 
plans for housing, man-
ufacturing or for tourism, 
you must have a look at 
that national develop-
ment plan to see wheth-
er or not what they are 
presenting fits...and the 
Physical Planning Unit 
must take charge of 
that,Ž said the aspiring 
NDC caretaker.
 To further emphasise 
his argument, Forrester 
pointed out that •mil-
lions and millions of 
dollars go into farm road 
development,Ž which he 
admitted •is necessary,Ž 
however, took issue that 
•a couple of years there-
after, it gets converted 
into residential develop-
ment.Ž
•If it is agricultural land 
(then) it is must be for 
agricultural purpose,Ž 
declared the talk show 
host who pointed to sta-
tistics, which show that 
•over EC$250mŽ has 
been •spent building 
roads over the last 10, 
15 years,Ž but •there is 
no real correlation as to 
agricultural input for that 
(EC$250m) investment.Ž 
 Forrester cited the need 
for the establishment of 
a •special fund to help 
farmers develop their 
land...to buy seeds, 
plants, and (for) trans-
portation to go back and 
forth.Ž
In delivering the Throne 
Speech last Friday, Gov-
ernor-General Dame 
Cecile La Grenade said 
the Agriculture Feeder 
Roads project, which is 
geared to provide easi-
er access to farmlands, 
is one of several major 
initiatives, which the 
Mitchell-led administra-

tion plans to accelerate 
in the upcoming fiscal 
year.
 The female Head of 
State told Parliament 
that •the agriculture sec-
tor is on track to record 
robust growth this yearŽ 
despite the negative fall-
out due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and is •identi-
fied as a fundamental 
pillar for safeguarding 
livelihoods and for sus-
tainable socio-econom-
ic development over the 
medium-to-long term in 
the government•s Me-
dium Term Action Plan 
2022 - 2024.Ž
Dame Cecilesaid that 
attention will be on •ex-
panding production and 
markets through more 
organised production 
systems, strengthen-
ing resilience to climate 
change and weather 
variability, and boosting 
competitiveness consis-
tent with the strategic 
focus areas and objec-
tives of the Grenada Na-
tional Agricultural Plan 
2015 … 2030.Ž
Andrews, who de-
scribed himself as a 
•development econo-
mist,Ž told the NDC ra-
dio programme that •in 
an economy where the 
means of production, 
the land (and) capi-
tal are in the majori-
ty-owned by the private 
sector, it is the private 
sector that must take 
the lead in the econom-
ic development of the 

country because they 
have the means, the 
land, resources (and) 
capital.Ž
He argued that the •gov-
ernment•s role should 
therefore be to facilitate 
the process of agricul-
ture production (by) 
building the roads...
making it easier for the 
farmer to have entry to 
his garden,Ž and also 
suggested the provi-
sion of •incentives for 
the inputsŽ by reducing 
the cost of the inputs, 
whether it•s a fork, hoe, 
cutlass, fertilisers.Ž 
Andrews, who currently 
provides consultancy 
services for the United 
Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) 
expressed the view that 
•development is about 
people, and the people 
must be seen from two 
angles, as the object 
of development, which 
means that all devel-
opment must be for the 
people but the people 
must also be seen as 
the subject of develop-
ment, which means that 
the people must partic-
ipate actively in the de-
velopment process.Ž
•ƒIf the people par-
ticipate actively in the 
development process 
then chances are you 
wouldn•t have all these 
mis-happenings (like 
the misuse of land) 
around the country,Ž he 
added.

Former Ministry of Finance official Lennox Andrews … has 
eyes focused on one of the constituencies in St Andrew

Terrence Forrester - agricultural lands should be used 
for agricultural purposes
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•Phyllis Coard - the 
Grenadian Assassin•
 After listening to Hudson 
Austin on Tuesday and 
on the previous interview, 
I am convinced that he 
was only a figurehead, 
not 100% in charge of the 
PRA. He was used un-
knowingly as a front man 
and also unbeknown to 
Maurice Bishop.  In fact, 
both HA and Maurice 
were deceived by Coard 
who had a different agen-
da. 
 Being deputy, he was 
able to gain the respect 
of the army who followed 
orders. Not satisfied with 
being deputy, the scheme 
of JOINT leadership was 
hatched by Phyllis to be 
implemented by Coard, to 
promote himself, meaning 
that he will have as much 
power as Maurice.
 I believe that Coard, al-
though brilliant, got his 
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strength from his wife, 
Phyllis. She pushed him 
and urged him to achieve 
his goals. Grenadian 
women are not usually as 
strong and aggressive as 
Jamaican women. If there 
was no Phyllis Coard, 
there would have been a 
very co-operative, hum-
ble, submissive Bernard 
Coard who would never 
dare to pull off what oc-
curred despite his desires.
 It is clear that Phyllis also 
wished to be promoted 
instead of being in the 
shadows of Bishop and 
his female partner (JC). 
What eventually occurred 
was bound to happen, if 
not then, definitely later, 
as the successful revolu-
tion under Maurice was 
for and about the people 
while the more sinister cell 
was operating beneath/

within - which would be 
against the desire of the 
people as it was clear that 
one side was democratic 
and the other was hard-
line Communistic/Marxist/
Leninist.
 It appears that Maurice 
and HA were sincere 
Christians and trusted 
that all were on the same 
page. Not so! It is clear 
that Coard did not want 
any more successes un-
der Bishop. Joint Leader-
ship was mandatory so 
that he, Coard could also 
be powerful and success-
ful and get some praises.
 The soldiers followed or-
ders which were handed 
down without even think-
ing. They themselves nev-
er realised that they were 
manipulated by Phyllis 
Coard through Bernard 
Coard. I believe that the 

Grenada Revolution failed 
because of the devious 
manipulation of Phyllis 
Coard. The aspirations of 
Phyllis and Bernard were 
about them...the two of 
them only.
 For them, it was about 
jealousy and power - nev-
er about Grenada and its 
people. Since 1983, Gre-
nada has not been able 
to move forward. There is 
something about Phyllis 
Coard still hanging over 
our country. To me, Phyl-
lis made history. She de-
stroyed Grenada!
 If I had to write a book 
about our revolution, I 
would call it: •Phyllis - the 
Grenadian Assassin•
 
Revo Child

Accident waiting 
to happen!!!

Sometimes I suffer from 
such an attack of a pro-
crastinating spirit that I am 
ashamed when reading 
articles on topics that I 
would have discussed with 
others long before those 
subjects are presented to 
the reading public.
For instance, many years 
ago I engaged a nurse at 
the General Hospital on 
the issue of medical per-
sonnel attending to pa-
tients and then, while clad 
in the same apparel, get-
ting off duty and mingling 
with the general public 
on buses, grocery stores, 
etc., a foolproof template 
for the spreading of dis-
eases. 
Her reply to me then was 
that we never complain 

when we get to the hos-
pital and, in the same 
uniform, we allow them to 
interact with us.
Recently I heard someone 
on TV making the same 
observation in relation 
to the spreading of the 
Covid-19virus.
Another observation I 
made that is a blueprint 
for a major disaster in the 
town, and I should have 
voiced this long ago, is 
the servicing of the fried 
chicken entity on lower 
Granby Street in the city 
by the gas trucks.
 Many times I have wit-
nessed the operations 
and thought that, this be-
ing done in the early af-
ternoon periods, with so 
many people and vehicles 

around, is just asking for 
trouble. And on Wednes-
day 13th October, it al-
most came to pass.
While servicing the busi-
ness place LPG was seen 
spouting many feet into 
the air, and with vehicu-
lar and pedestrian traffic 
around, this could have 
been added woes in this 
time. I daresay God•s hand 
was on the lid, so we were 
spared.
But I•m suggesting to all 
concerned that the secu-
rity aspects of this opera-
tion be revisited re- deliv-
ery times and the plans to 
minimise damage in the 
case of a mishap.

Oscar Plaudit 

The police 
promotion 
exams!!!

I prefer to use this medi-
um to inform the public 
about some issues as it 
relates to the upcoming 
Promotion exam readi-
ness in the Royal Grena-
da Police Force.
 Based on discussions 
held, most officers are 
not in favour of the pro-
motion exam at this 
time especially in this 
COVID-19 pandemic.
 It must be noted not that 
officers do not want the 
exam but not at this time 
as it has been postponed 
too many times and offi-
cers• readiness was off 
and on and that can be 
frustrating.
 The material submitted 
for study is too bulky 
and most junior officers 
based on their daily duty 
detail find it difficult to 
study the materials.
 There are officers that 
are holding superviso-
ry positions for years 
without issues and from 
all indications they are 
doing a splendid job. In 
this case it is easy for the 
Commissioner to make 
isolated promotions with 
the power so vested.
 Based on Covid issues, 
quite a lot of officers were 
affected in some way or 
the other. We lost two 
senior officers and their 
sudden passing affected 
a lot of staff members, 
officers were not able to 
grieve properly. This will 

have a long-term effect 
on officers as they were 
not able to get the usual 
funeral.
 I must say that we are 
happy with the recovery 
rate of affected officers 
and bear in mind that 
there are also other long-
term side effects on the 
human system based on 
information from WHO 
and other certified med-
ical experts.
 To make things worse 
some officers lost and 
are still losing family 
members, children, par-
ents, siblings, aunts, un-
cles, cousins and the list 
goes on.
 I must say the zoom 
sessions that were held 
as preparation for exams 
were well received and 
will go a long way for 
daily duties. Kudos to the 
presenters and organ-
isers.
 Nothing can be further 
from the truth as any-
time a promotion is done 
there must be some peo-
ple who will not be happy 
because they were left 
out and that will never 
change.
 Based on the positions 
that are available at this 
time, the best thing to 
do because the power is 
vested in you Mr Com-
missioner, just fill those 
vacant positions with the 
persons on merit and we 
know there are lots of 

well deserving officers 
who are constantly per-
forming and will fill those 
positions.
 As for the way forward, 
there is sufficient time to 
ensure that all measures 
and proper facilities are 
put in place for the next 
promotion some time 
later in the new normal 
era which we will learn 
to be accustomed to. We 
already have the regula-
tions in place.
 If we take a serious look 
at what is happening out 
there these days some 
of us are really overbur-
dened, it is no longer 
crime fighting it is solving 
everything.
  Officers are called in 
every issue that occurs 
under this planet, be it in 
schools, churches, work-
places, party events - ah 
mean just name it and 
the police are called. 
We are doctors, lawyers, 
teachers, counselors.
 The serious ones try to 
stay away from politics 
etc and we have to solve 
the issues eh. I know we 
speak a lot about and 
would like to see trans-
parency and accountabil-
ity but in our organisation 
where the positions are 
few and the competitors 
are many, I wonder how 
it works as some must be 
aggrieved.
 I believe the Police Wel-
fare Association should 
take up this concern  of 
their members with the 
administrative team 
soonest so that it can be 
addressed and adjust-
ments be made.
 We should not be wait-
ing for another date for 
an exam but a date for 
appointment to fill vacant 
positions.
 
Concerned Constable
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Lalsingh criticised politics of dependency

A former Grenada gov-

ernment minister has 

criticised the tenden-

cy of politicians in the 

country to engage in too 

much free give-away to 

the people in order to 

win them for electoral 

purposes. 

 St Patrick West Mem-

ber of Parliament in the 
1980•s and 90•s Kenny 
Lalsingh poured cold 
water on the practice 
by political parties to 
develop a dependency 
culture with the popu-
lation.
 •We continue in the last 
few years to hand out 
things to people … all 
those political parties 
do it,Ž he told THE NEW 
TODAY.
  Lalsingh took issue 
with the approach of 
politicians who adopt 
the policy that every 
time the people want 
something •you just 
give themŽ.
 •Every time they beg 
you, you give them. You 
are not teaching them 
to work and make life 
meaningful,Ž he said.
 •If we continue giving 
all the time when peo-
ple want, and not show-

ing them how to work 
and become productive 
then you•re building a 
society that will not be 
able to develop itself,Ž 
he added.

 According to Lalsingh 
who has served in gov-
ernment under both 
the current ruling New 
National Party (NNP) 
and the main opposition 
National Democratic 
Congress (NDC), those 
who are engaged in 
this practice will only be 
building •an unproduc-
tive society.Ž 
 •That is another prob-
lem that needs to be ad-
dressed,Ž he remarked.
 When told that politi-
cians are inclined to be-
have in such a manner 
in order to get votes for 
elections held every five 
years, Lalsingh said: •I 
know but you have to 
change that around.Ž
 He said it is time the 
politicians realise that 
they cannot continue 
along this trajectory 
and pointed a finger at 
the Imani programme in 
which the Keith Mitch-
ell-led administration 
is said to be spending 
millions annually in or-
der to attract the young 
voting population.
 He cited the situation 
in which young people 
have been trained for 
up to 7 years and still 
remain as Imanis and 
not given full-time em-
ployment.
 •That does not make 
sense … it doesn•t make 
sense for the people•s 
development. If they 
are trained and they 
are working then you 
should hire them and 
move them from the 
training programme,Ž he 
told THE NEW TODAY.
 •It doesn•t send a good 
message to our young 
people. We have to 
make those changes,Ž 
he said.
 The former government 
minister who won the St 
Patrick West seat in the 
1984, 1990 and 1995 

general elections, sug-
gested that these peo-
ple should be given a 
work contract and taken 
out of the Imani training 
programme.
 According to Lalsingh, 
when he was sitting as a 
member of the Cabinet 
he took the position that 
he was not in favour of 
persons who left school 
being involved in the 
Imani programme but 
that the initiative should 
be restricted to students 
between Forms 3 and 5 
in secondary schools.
  He felt that the pro-
gramme should be 
created for students in 
every school to have 
an opportunity to get 
involved in activities at 
the workplace.
 Lalsingh said that as 
a schoolboy he was af-
forded the opportunity 
to go to a training cen-
tre in which the boys did 
carpentry and the girls 
were engaged in cook-
ing and sewing.
 •We were trained and 
got accustomed to the 
workplace,Ž he added.
 Lalsingh, one of the 
most successful busi-
nessmen in the country, 
disclosed that he was 
exposed to the shop 
owned by his own par-
ents and learnt about 
business there while 
going to school.
 •If we don•t put people 
to start to understand 
when you get 9 and 10 
subjects you have to 
get into the workplace 
so you better start nowŽ.
 •If a child wants to be a 
doctor, send him to the 
Health Centre once a 
week. The child wants 
to be a policeman, send 
him to the police station 
- find a workplace for 
every child once a week 
and you certify them at 
the end of the 5 years 

based on what you didŽ.
 The ex-government 
minister was confi-
dent that if the country 
moved in that direction 
•we would see a com-
plete transformation of 
our young people and 
of our country if we do 
things like that.Ž
 He pointed out that 
most of the schools in 
Guyana are compre-
hensive with children 
exposed to skills train-
ing and in Grenada itself 
the Mc Donald College 
in St Patrick was seem-
ingly moving in that di-
rection by bringing in 
all kinds of tools to get 
the children involved in 
skills training although 
the process is •too slowŽ 
at the moment. 
 •That is a good way to 
go … make the schools 
comprehensive be-
cause not every child 
is academically brilliant 
but you need the aca-
demics and you also 
need the practical,Ž he 
said.
 Lalsingh stressed that 
Grenada is lagging be-
hind in persons having 
the skills to repair a 
number of items that 
fall into the area of new 
technology on the mar-
ket.
 •We don•t have people 
to fix them. We have a 
lot of cars coming out, 
but which one of the 
young people is up-
grading themselves to 
repair those things … not 
many,Ž he said.
 •We have to prepare for 
the new world in terms 
of technology so that 
our people can be en-
gaged (so) the things 
we buy can benefit us. 
That•s how I see it,Ž he 
added.

Kenny Lalsingh … the ex-government minister who is now 
concentrating on his private sector enterprises

These are some of the trainees in the government-run Imani programme
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Remembering Maurice Bishop 
and the revolution in Grenada

Oct. 19 marked 38 years since 
the death of Maurice Bishop, 
leader of the tragically short-
lived People•s Revolutionary 
Government of Grenada 
(PRG). The PRG was formed 
when the New Jewel Move-
ment (NJM), led by the widely 
popular Bishop, seized control 
of the country from the U.S.-
backed dictator Eric Gairy.
 Although the NJM govern-
ment lasted only four years 
before Bishop was killed in a 
military coup led by Bernard 
Coard (after which the U.S. in-
vaded to destroy the remnants 
of the movement), Bishop•s 
humane and popular policies, 
as well as his internationalist 
perspective, remain an inspi-
ration to students of the Gre-
nadian Revolution.
 Grenada is a small island in 
the southern Caribbean, near 
the coast of Venezuela. Pri-
or to the colonisation of the 
Americas, it was populated by 
the Indigenous Arawaks and 
the Kalinago, or Caribs, the 
people from whom the Carib-
bean gets its name.
 The island was eventually 
colonised by the French, who 
killed most of its Indigenous 
population, but it was taken 
by the British at the end of the 
Seven Years• War, which ex-
plains why English is the most 
common language in Grena-
da today.
 In a pattern replicated across 
the Americas, the British forci-
bly relocated thousands of en-
slaved Africans to the island 
and used their labour to pro-
duce profits for the metropole. 
As a result, the vast majority 
of Grenadians claim African 
ancestry.
 During the Great Depression 
of the 1930s, many Grenadi-
ans lost work. This caused 
them to seek employment 
abroad, which often led to in-
volvement in trade unionism 
and anti-colonial activism. 
One of the most important 
activists at this time was Eric 
Gairy, who returned to lead 
his country out of the colonial 
period in 1974.
 Once in power, however, he 
became a brutal dictator who 
received considerable support 
from the U.S. and its allies. 
Gairy terrorised the popula-
tion with his Mongoose Gang, 
a private militia that targeted 
critics of the regime for torture 
and death (including Rupert 
Bishop, the father of Maurice 
Bishop, who was killed in 
1974) and received arms and 
training from Pinochet•s Chile.
 In exchange for his loyalty, 
he was granted membership 

to the English Privy Council 
in 1977, and later that year 
he was knighted by Queen 
Elizabeth. Unsurprisingly, 
Gairy and his clique showed 
little interest in the economic 
development of Grenada. Ag-
ricultural production dropped, 
unemployment rose, prices 
skyrocketed, and movements 
against his government 
gained more and more influ-
ence.
 The NJM, a communist group 
modeled on the tenets of 
Marxism-Leninism, became 
the primary body for collecting 
and organising anti-Gairy re-
sistance. Gairy was aware of 
the NJM•s goals, and in 1979 
he planned to have its leaders 
murdered while he was away 
on a trip to the United States.
 The NJM learned of his plot 
and acted first, detaining the 
Mongoose Gang and seizing 
control of the state. On March 
13, 1979, with the resounding 
support of the population, 
they declared the founding 
of the People•s Revolution-
ary Government of Grena-
da. Maurice Bishop became 
Prime Minister.
 Bishop was a well-traveled 
Marxist with an international-
ist philosophy, and he spoke 
positively about anti-imperi-
alist intellectuals like Frantz 
Fanon, post-colonial leaders 
including Fidel Castro, Che 
Guevara, and Julius Nyerere, 
and figures of American resis-
tance such as Malcolm X and 
Martin Luther King, Jr.
 Under his premiership, 
healthcare became a human 
right, low-income housing was 
established for the first time, 
food production soared, and 
adult illiteracy was reduced to 
less than 5% in three years.
 Furthermore, the National 
Women•s Organisation of Gre-
nada (NWO) was established 
with the intention of prioritis-
ing gender equality.
 Trinidadian scholar Rhoda 
Reddock declares that •the 
leadership of the Grenada 
Revolution was unmatched 
in its public acknowledgment 
of women•s role in bringing 
about the revolution and ex-
tended an invitation to them to 
participate in the •process of 
revolutionary transformation.•Ž
 All of these initiatives were 
undertaken in a popular, par-
ticipatory fashion, and they re-
sulted in significant social and 
infrastructural gains. The suc-
cesses of their governance 
model made the PRG an en-
emy of the United States. After 
his normalisation efforts with 
the U.S. collapsed, Bishop 
recognised that he had be-
come a target. As he outlined 

during a speech at Hunter 
College in New York City on 
June 5, 1983:
•They give all kinds of reasons 
and excuses [for opposing 
us]„some of them credible, 
some utter rubbish. We saw 
an interesting one recently in 
a secret report to the State 
Departmentƒ. That secret re-
port made this point: that the 
Grenada revolution is in one 
sense even worse - I•m us-
ing their language - than the 
Cuban and Nicaraguan revo-
lutions because the people of 
Grenada and the leadership 
of Grenada speak English, 
and therefore can communi-
cate directly with the people 
of the United Statesƒ. They 
[also] said that 95% of our 
population is Blackƒif we 
have 95% of predominantly 
African origin in our country, 
then we can have a danger-
ous appeal to 30 million Black 
people in the United States.Ž
Both Presidents Jimmy Carter 
and Ronald Reagan looked 
for ways to demonise and de-
stabilise the Grenadian gov-
ernment. Reagan even called 
an airstrip built to support 
tourism, the second largest 
sector of the island•s econo-
my, a •Cuban-Soviet power 
projectionŽ - and the American 
media played along.
 As Noam Chomsky writes in 
Necessary Illusions, •U.S. ac-
tionsƒto undermine the gov-
ernment of Maurice Bishop 
were barely reportedƒAlso 
unreported were the other 
measures pursued [ex. the 
blocking of aid to Grenada af-
ter the August 1980 hurricane] 
to abort progress and devel-
opment under a government 
now conceded to have been 
popular and relatively suc-
cessful.Ž
 When Bernard Coard, the 
PRG•s Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, seized power in a coup 
whose exact circumstances 
remain muddled to this day, 
Bishop was imprisoned and 
ultimately executed.  The Rea-
gan administration seized this 
opportunity to finish off the 
New Jewel Movement once 
and for all.
 Over 7,000 U.S. troops in-
vaded on the pretext of pro-
tecting U.S. students on the 
island, but it soon became 
clear that their true intention 
was to prevent the revolution 
from holding onto power. As 
Lola Campos writes, •[the 
American invasion] resulted in 
the reinstitution of the former 
Grenadian constitution and an 
immediate reversal of the ac-
complishments of the NJM•s 
revolution.Ž
 Over 40 years later, students 

BY OWEN SCHALK

nearly ten years later 
look at me here analyzing 
still distraught and debating 
sympathizing synthesizing 
regretting and remembering 
and time 
just passing 

 „•Nearly Ten Years Later (For 
Grenada)Ž by Merle Collins 

of the violently interrupted 
Grenadian Revolution are - 
to borrow the words of poet 
Merle Collins, an ardent sup-
porter of the NJM - •analyzing 
/ still distraught and debating/
sympathizing synthesizing/re-
gretting and rememberingŽ the 
circumstances that brought 
Maurice Bishop to power and 

those which resulted in his 
ouster.
 Although the PRG is no 
more, the social and eco-
nomic accomplishments of 
the New Jewel Movement, in 
addition to its internationalist 
focus, remain an inspiration 

to those seeking to imagine a 
new North-South relationship 
outside the bonds of global 
neocolonialism.

(Reproduced from People•s 
Voice)

Owen Schalk is a writer of 

short stories and essays 

from Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

His articles have appeared 

in Canada•s leading so-

cialist newspaper, People•s 

Voice.

Following the U.S. invasion of Grenada, members of the U.S. Army carry a body bag containing the 
remains of one of three to four bodies found in a shallow grave at the Calivigny, Grenada military 
training compound on Nov. 9, 1983. The grave was found on a tip by a civilian who said he saw 
the bodies of former Grenadian Prime Minister Maurice Bishop and three others being buried. | 
Pete Leabo / AP

May Day 1980: Grenada•s Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, center, is flanked by Cuba•s leader 
Fidel Castro, right, and Nicaragua•s President Daniel Ortega in Havana, Cuba. | AP
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Dame Cecile: •Vaccination is 
our best chance of survivalŽ

Dame Cecile La Grenade - delivered the Throne Speech virtually last 
week Friday telling persons of leadership and influence to •use your 
voice to encourage vaccinationŽ

•My government reiterates 
that while vaccination in and 
of itself will not end the pan-
demic, it is our best chance 
of survival and a speedy 
return to normalcy (and) is 
therefore heartened by the 
clarion call by several stake-
holder groups during the 
recent consultation on the 
2022 budget for a national 
conversation on vaccination 
to increase vaccine uptakeŽ.
 Those words were uttered 
by the island•s female head 
of State, Governor General 
Dame Cecile La Grenade 
as she delivered the tradi-
tional Throne Speech which 
is written by the govern-
ment of the day to mark the 
Ceremonial State opening 
of the Fifth Session of the 
Tenth Parliament, under 
the theme •Towards vision 
2035, protecting lives, safe-
guarding livelihoods and 
investing for growth and re-
silience.Ž
 Dame Cecile called for 
those persons in leadership 
positions and with influence 
in the country to •use your 
voice to encourage vacci-
nationŽ.
 •My government contin-
ues to strongly urge all cit-
izens over the age of 12 to 
get vaccinated. Achieving 
herd immunity means 80% 
of the population must be 
fully vaccinated. However, 
at present only 30% of our 
people are fully vaccinat-
ed. As a nation, we can do 
much better,Ž she told the 
Joint Sitting last Friday of 
both the Lower and Upper 
Houses of Parliament.
 The Keith Mitchell-led gov-
ernment is facing an uphill 
battle to get a reluctant pop-
ulation to accept vaccina-
tion as the best approach 
in dealing with the deadly 
coronavirus that disrupted 
life in the country for the 
past 19 months.
 Dame Cecile emphasised 
the importance to achieve 
herd immunity to drive the 
much-needed rebound of 
the country•s economy, 
which had been on an up-
ward trajectory since 2013, 
with an average growth rate 
of 4.5% per year, but expe-
rienced a 13.7% contraction 
in 2020 due to the fallout of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.
 For the first time in history, 
the Governor-General de-
livered the Throne Speech 
electronically via Zoom, 
from her residence in Point 
Salines, St. George, where 
she gave insight into the 
plans and intentions of the 
Mitchell-led ruling New Na-
tional Party (NNP) adminis-
tration for 2022.
 She pointed to a further 
downgrade in the projec-
tion of economic growth for 
2021 and 2022, due to •cur-
rent fiscal realities facing the 
government,Ž including •low-
er tax revenues as a result 
of the uncertain economic 
environment, the need for 
higher spending associated 
with managing the current 

spike in COVID-19 cases 
and limiting the associated 
social and economic fallout.Ž
 The female Head of State 
noted that •at the time of the 
2021 budget presentation 
the real GDP projections 
for 2021 and 2022 were 6% 
and 4.8% respectively (but) 
were revised downwards in 
June of this year, to 5.2% 
and 4.7% respectively on 
account of the slower un-
expected rebound of some 
major sectors.Ž
 •The outlook for the rest 
of this year and next year 
would be further downgrad-
ed because of the height-
ened uncertainty created 
by the latest spike in cases,Ž 
she said.
 Dame Cecile also acknowl-
edged that while •the mea-
sures implemented to curb 
the recent spike in cases, 
and limit exposure among 
residents have undoubtedly 
curtailed economic activity, 
and increased the burden 
on our citizens, especially 
our poor and vulnerable,Ž 
they are geared to •bring the 
COVID-19 situation under 
control.Ž
 She also touched on the 
•need for greater capital in-
vestments to stimulate eco-
nomic activity, create jobs 
and advance our nation•s 
development agenda, to 
meet ongoing and in some 
instances growing existing 
obligations including wages 
and pensions and debt ser-
vicingŽ.
 She stated that while the 
government •will continue to 
act decisively to protect the 
lives of every single citizenŽ 
it cannot •overemphasise 
the importance of adhering 
to the COVID-19 protocols, 
and other proven measures 
including vaccination to mit-
igate the risk of serious ill-
ness and death.Ž
 The female Governor-Gen-
eral warned that •in the ab-
sence of compliance with 
these measures, COVID-19 

will continue to claim lives, 
destroy jobs, and inflict last-
ing damage on our people 
and economy, adding that 
•beyond the priority of sav-
ing lives, and protecting 
livelihoodsŽ the government 
also seeks to •ensure that 
recovery from the pandemic 
is based on solid and sus-
tainable foundations.Ž
 •In this context, the correct 
fiscal policy stance is cru-
cially important to raise the 
agenda for 2022, while en-
suring long-term fiscal and 
debt sustainability,Ž she told 
parliamentarians.
  •My government recognis-
es that withdrawing crucial 
spending from the economy 
in the current environment 
would do more harm than 
good at the same time pru-
dent fiscal management 
continues to be of para-
mount importance to ensure 
that scarce resources are 
properly targeted and allo-
cated to their best and most 
efficient use,Ž she said.
 She went on to say: ŽMy 
government will therefore 
continue to take steps to 
increase spending efficien-
cies while boosting capital 
investments.Ž
 The Governor-General not-
ed that in order to facilitate 
this, government will for 
the second time invoke the 
Escape Clause under the 
Fiscal Responsibility law in 
2022 to help cover •addi-
tional financingŽ as expen-
diture continues to exceed 
revenue collection in the 
•protracted and difficultŽ bat-
tle against COVID-19.
 According to Dame Cecile, 
•the priorities for the next 
three (3) years are set forth 
in the medium-term action 
plan 2022-2024, which 
draws on the National Sus-
tainable Development Plan 
(NSDP) 2020-2035,Ž which 
will continue to drive the 
•government•s framework 
for policy implementation.Ž
 This policy directive, she 

said is intended to make 
•Grenada a resilient and 
prosperous nation with a 
gracious and caring citizen-
ry, promoting human dignity, 
and realising its full potential 
through sustainable eco-
nomic, social, and environ-
mental progress for all.Ž
 The Governor-General 
stressed that the roll out of 
this 3-year medium-term 
action plan (MTAPs) will be 
the vehicle through which 
the NSDP is implemented, 
adding that •the agenda for 
2022 will also be informed 
by the recommendations of 
the Cabinet-appointed eco-
nomic task force as well as 
input from broader stake-
holder consultations.Ž
 The Throne speech also 
highlighted several •strate-
gic objectivesŽ that are ex-
pected to •guide efforts to 
support robust and inclusive 

growth and build resilienceŽ 
including accelerating the 
creation of sustainable jobs, 
boosting competitiveness 
and diversifying the econo-
my and export base, boost-
ing investment in health to 
improve healthcare deliv-
ery, and build resilience to 
health crisis, accelerating 
human capital in education 
by investing in infrastruc-
ture.
 It also mentioned as prior-
ities ICT infusion and skills 
development, accelerating 
the infusion of technology in 
the economy and fast-track-
ing digital transformation, 
increasing investment in ag-
riculture and the like, man-
ufacturing sector to boost 
food and nutrition security 
and to reduce the food im-
port bill, as well as acceler-
ating the rehabilitation, and 
upgrade of the nation•s road 

network and other physical 
infrastructure.
 Dame Cecile also said the 
government is committed 
to continuing with efforts 
to build resilience against 
external shocks, including 
strengthening structural fi-
nancial and post-disaster 
resilience, preserving and 
expanding as necessary 
social safety nets to protect 
and empower those most 
affected by the pandemic.
 In addition, the Mitchell-led 
regime will continue with ef-
forts to protect •our environ-
mental assets from human 
and climate change impacts 
(and) fast-tracking our tran-
sition to renewable energy.Ž
 Dame Cecile explained 
that the government•s leg-
islative agenda for the up-
coming period in Parliament 
will be driven by strategic 
measures to protect lives, 

safeguard livelihoods, and 
investing for growth and re-
silience.
 •The proposed legislative 
agenda will cover the fol-
lowing areas among others 
- energy development, dig-
ital transformation, climate 
change, and mitigation and 
adaptation, economic poli-
cy, public finance manage-
ment, and labour relations,Ž 
she said.
 The delivery of the 2021 
Throne Speech came, ap-
proximately one (1) month 
ahead of the highly an-
ticipated national budget 
presentation in November, 
when Finance Minister 
Gregory Bowen is expected 
to disclose government•s 
Estimates of Revenue and 
Expenditure for the upcom-
ing fiscal year.
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Several students have not been 
engaged since the start of COVID-19

Education Minister Emmalin Pierre - only 70% of teachers have been reporting remote learning data

Students with under-
lying conditions and 
those with special ed-
ucation needs are en-
couraged to remain at 
home, when face-to-
face classes resume 
on November 01 for 
2-weeks in the first 
instance, with priority 
for students who are 
in exit grades, forms, 
and classes, and those 
who have not been en-
gaged with their teach-
ers or disconnected 
from classes for varied 
reasons.
Education Minister Em-
malin Pierre, who is-
sued the appeal during 
the weekly post-cab-
inet media brief in St. 
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George•s on Tuesday, 
gave assurance that 
the Ministry of Educa-
tion •will continue to 
provide cleaning sup-
plies and personnel for 
sanitising the schools,Ž 
however, she encour-
aged •all teachers, and 
all parents of students 
12 years and older to 
get vaccinated,Ž noting 
that while •vaccination 
is not mandatory...it 
will significantly reduce 
any possible spread of 
COVID-19 as we return 
to school.Ž
She said the 2-week 
trial follows consulta-
tions held last week 
with various represen-
tative groups in the ed-
ucation sector, during 
which concerns were 
expressed regarding 
the limited impact of re-
mote learning as some 
students •have not 
been engaged since 
the start of the school 
year,Ž while some •have 
never been engaged 
during a lockdown, a 
shutdown or online 
learning period since 
the start of COVID-19.Ž
The Education Minis-
ter pointed to statistics 
which show that only 
12, 214 students out of 
the 21, 932 that are en-
rolled are •engaged in 
remote learning at this 
time, 80% or more of 
the times,Ž accounting 
for •55.7% of students 
with satisfactory partic-
ipation in online learn-
ing.Ž
She took issue with 
some teachers •who 

are not reporting and 
engaging their stu-
dents even if they do 
have connectivity and 
a device,Ž as well as 
those •whose lessons 
are of poor quality due 
to constraints of the 
virtual environment.Ž
She also said that only 
•70% of our teachers 
have been reporting 
remote learning data,Ž 
and pointed to statis-
tics from •week three 
(3) of this present 
term,Ž which showed 
that only 1086 teach-
ers from a staff of 1551 
had submitted remote 
learning data to the 
Education Ministry.
Under the new school 
structure, Minister 
Pierre said teach-
ers will be required 
to continue engaging 
connected students in 
remote learning, and 
simultaneously engage 
those students who are 
lagging in face-to-face 
lessons.
•What we have decided 
to do is that the teach-
ers who are in school 
providing support, they 
are going to use their 
devices to connect 
during the same time 
with the students at 
home,Ž she added.
 Minister Pierre went 
on to say: •This morn-
ing we had a technical 
officer visit one of our 
schools, and I received 
the report of how pos-
sible it is to use the 
laptop that is provided 
to our teachers, placed 
at the front of the class-
room, and it captures 
the entire blackboard 
and the teacher teach-
ing at the front to the 
students in the class 
as well as those who 
are home.Ž
The senior government 
minister stressed that 
while it is •not expected 
that it would work out 
perfectlyŽ during the 
first phase, •it gives us 
a perfect opportunity 
not just for COVID-19 
but for other situations.
•If we get this right, for 
many other reasons 
students are going to 
benefit in the long run. 
So, this is another lev-
el of testing for us...
there would be some 
teething problems I 

expect, but we have 
confidence that this is 
the way we should go 
so that students in the 
classroom, students at 
home will benefit from 
this experience,Ž said 
the Education Minister.
She announced that 
from November 1-12 
students in grade six at 
the primary school lev-
el and form five (5) at 
the secondary school 
level •will be engaged 
on Wednesdays to Fri-
daysŽ in face-to-face 
classes. 
Face-to-face classes 
will resume on Mon-
days only for remotely 
disconnected students 
in forms one (1) and 
two (2), along with the 
kindergarteners, grade 
ones and grade two 
students; while those in 
form three (3) and four 
(4) will be engaged on 
Tuesday•s only, along 
with students attending 
grades three (3) to five 
(5).
Classes will also re-
sume for remotely dis-
connected students 
at the T.A. Marryshow 
Community College 
(TAMCC), with Mon-
days and Tuesdays 
designated for year 
one (1) students only, 
while year two (2) stu-
dents will be engaged 
from Wednesdays to 
Fridays.
Additionally, Minister 
Pierre said that while 
private schools can 
electronically apply to 
seek approval to re-
open, approval will be 
granted on a •case by 
case basis, according 
to several factors in-
cluding the number of 
students and the size 
of the school.Ž
The Education Min-
isteraffirmed that •all 
other information will 
be communicated to 
parents from the desk 
of the principal of the 
school and warned 
that •all of our truancy 
officers, and school at-
tendant officers will be 
engaged to follow up 
with parents and stu-
dents to ensure that 
they complyŽ with the 
new school require-
ments.
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BANK ROBBERS FROM TOBAGO 
HELD IN HIGH SEA CHASE

A high sea chase involv-
ing two of the vessels be-
longing to the Grenada 
coast guard has resulted 
in the arrest of � ve na-
tionals from Tobago, 
hours a� er they staged 
a daylight robbery of 
the branch in Carriacou 
of the Grenada Co-op-
erative Bank Limited 
(GCBL) and got away 
with an undisclosed sum 
of money.
 •All from Tobago …not 
one from the mainland 
Trinidad,Ž a senior mem-
ber of the Royal Grenada 
Police Force (RGPF) told 
THE NEW TODAY.
 �  e suspects appeared 
at the Gouyave Magis-
trate Court on Wednes-
day and were remanded 
to the Richmond Hill 
prison.
 �  e o�  cer shared the 
account given to him by 
a member of the force 
directly involved in the 
chase which lasted for 
about two-and-a-half 
hours before the bank 
robbers were out-run 
by the faster of the two 
coastguard vessels called 
to assist in the operation.
 He said that within 
minutes of the bandits 
staging the robbery, the 
police station in Carri-
acou was able to contact 
o�  cers in Petite Mart-
inique as the get-away 
boat used by the robbers 
from Tobago were head-
ing in that direction.
 He spoke of the police 
on Carriacou giving a 
description of the boat as 
it sped away and one of 
the Coastguard vessels 
that was anchored in wa-
ters o�  Petite Martinique 
prepared itself to move 
into quick action.
 He said the get-away 
boat with the robbers 
was spotted along the 
Windward coastline 
travelling South-east in 
the direction of Toba-
go and they decided to 
chase a� er it.
 According to the senior 
police o�  cer, the boat 
was moving with great 
speed and was out-run-
ning the local coast-
guard vessel.
 •It•s faster than us by far. 
So what we did was call 
the other coast guard 
vessel which was small-

er but had three engines 
and was very fast,Ž he 
said
 �  e senior o�  cer stated 
that within a short space 
of time the coast guard 
boat which was in Har-
vey Vale got into action.
 •We called them and 
explained to them where 
we were and within a 
short space of time they 
came and took over the 
chase,Ž he quoted one of 
the o�  cers on the � rst 
coastguard as saying.
 •By the time we called 
them they were already 
in Windward. � ey were 
already called as well 
(and told about the rob-
bery),Ž he said.
 �  e high-ranking mem-
ber of RGPF said he re-
ceived information that 
about an hour-and-a-
half later, the faster coast 
guard caught up with the 
one that had started the 
chase a� er the boat with 
the robbers from Toba-
go.
 �  e senior o�  cer told 
THE NEW TODAY that 
one of the men involved 
in the operation told 
him: •We gave them the 
general direction where 
the boat went. � ey were 
faster than us and they 
went a� er them. We lost 
sight of the boat but gave 
them (the faster coast 
guard vessel) the gener-
al direction in which the 
boat went.
 •We continued going 
… we did not stop. We 
travelled for about an-
other hour and we met 
them … they had the boat 
in their control together 
with the men. � ey were 
heading directly for To-
bago … we caught them 
about 120 to 130 miles 
south-east of Carriacou,Ž 
he said.
 •If that speed boat (the 
faster Coast Guard ves-
sel) wasn•t here they 
would have gotten away 
again - they had already 
outrun the � rst Coast-
guard boat. We kept at 
them and we kept at a 
distance and kept going 
a� er them,Ž he added.
 According to the senior 
member of the police 
force, it was reported 
that the sea water was 
very calm on the day 
and the local coastguard 

men could see the boat 
with the robbers in front 
of them.
 •Outside was really nice 
and calm and you could 
see them in the distance. 
We just wanted to keep 
them in our eyesight 
until the fast coastguard 
came because we knew 
once the fast coastguard 
came then they would 
be able to outmanoeuvre 
them and get them.
 THE NEW TODAY was 
also told that the get-
away boat used by the 
bank robbers from To-
bago was berthing right 
on the beach in Hills-
borough close to a local 
restaurant.
 A police insider said 
that two of the � ve rob-
bers went into the bank 
while the other three 
stayed outside on the 
look-out.
 He disclosed that one 
of the men held up the 
bank and the other pro-
ceeded to remove the 
money.
 �  ere are also reports 
that two of the bank•s 
customers who were in-
side the building at the 
time of the robbery were 
also stripped of their 
money by the men from 
Tobago.
 According to the police 
source, the Coastguard 
men did not recover any 
money from the rob-
bers as they threw it into 
the open sea during the 
chase.
 He said the only thing 
that they got from the 
robbers was a magazine 
containing 3 bullets on 
the boat.
 THE NEW TODAY 
understands that the 
police believe that one 
of the � ve apprehended 
suspects was involved in 
the robbery of the GUT 
Credit Union about two 
years ago.
 A police o�  cial said that 
they believed at the time 
that the two GUT sus-
pects were Vincentians 
as they headed in the 
direction of St Vincent 
a� er the robbery but the 
lawmen now believe that 
it was a decoy to mislead 
them but that they soon 
diverted towards Toba-
go.

The Grenada Coast Guard was able to dispatch its fastest boat to outrun the pirogue used by the bank robbers from Tobago
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�e following accounts have been abandoned 
at Grenada Co-operative Bank Limited.

Customers wishing to claim ownership should contact any Retail Banking Unit (Branch) of the Bankwithin thirty (30) days from the 
date of this publication, a�er which time all unclaimed accounts would be transferred to the Eastern Caribbean Central Bank, as per 
regulatory requirement; Banking Act of 2015, Section 168 (1).

A valid identi�cation such as National Insurance Scheme (NIS) Card, Passport, Driver•s Licence, Voter•s ID, National Identi�cation 
Card, or any State Approved ID that contains a photograph and date of birth,is required to be presented.
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�ï�ì�ì�ì�í�ñ�î�î�õ �d�,�K�D���^�U���E�/�'���> �^�/�D�K�E�U���^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�õ�ô�í�ð �d�,�K�D���^�U���Z���z�D�K�E�� �h�E�/�K�E�U���^�d�X���D���Z�<�[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�î�ô�í�î�ô �d�,�K�D���^�U���Z�/���,���Z�� �U���U���'���U��

�������}�µ�v�š �E���u�� �������Œ���•�•
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SAVING ACCOUNTS
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�ï�ì�ì�ì�í�ñ�ì�í�ó �d�,�K�D���^�U���Z�/���<�^�K�E �W���Z�����/�^���U���^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ð�î�õ�õ�ï �d�,�K�D���^�U���Z�K�E�����>���Z�X �>�������K�Z�/���U�������^�d�X���W���h�>�[�^�U���^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�î�ì�ì�ì�í�í�ñ�ò�í �d�,�K�D���^�U���Z�z���E ���,���E�d�/�D���>�>���U���^�d�X���W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�ô�ô�ô�ì �d�,�K�D���^�U���^���E�/�d�� �&�K�E�d���E�K�z�U�����U���^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ð�ñ�ò�ï�õ �d�,�K�D���^�U���^�,���Z�K�E �^�W�Z�/�E�'�^�U���^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�í�õ�ð�ó �d�,�K�D���^�U���^�z�>�s�/�� �U���Z�/�s���Z���^���>�>�����U�����^�d�X�W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�í�í�õ�ñ�ô �d�,�K�D���^�U���s���Z�E���>�>���D�X �>�����&�/�>�>���d�d���U���^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�õ�ð�ñ�í �d�,�K�D���^�U���s�/�E�����E�d ���,���E�d�/�D���>�>���U���^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�í�î�ì�ô�î �d�,�K�D���^�U���t���E�����> �^�K�h���/�^���U���^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�î�î�ô�í�ñ �d�,�K�D���^�U���t�/�>���h�Z �d�,���������Z���E���'���U���^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�í�ò�ô�í �d�,�K�D�W�^�K�E�U���'���K�Z�'�� �D�K�Z�E�����&���E���h���U���^�d�X�W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U���'���U��

�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�ð�ñ�ô �d�,�K�D�W�^�K�E�U���:�K�,�E �U�����,���E�d�/�D���>�>���U�����^�d�X�W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�î�õ�ó�ó�ì �d�,�K�D�W�^�K�E�U���:�K�z�����>�z�E�����E�E �d�,�����'�Z�����E�^�U�������^�d�X�W���h�>�[�^�U�����^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�í�î�ñ�î�ò �d�,�K�Z�E���U���'���Z�D���/�E�� �Z�/�s���Z���Z�K�����U���^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ï�ò�ñ�ô�ð �d�/�d�h�^�U�������d�d�z�����E�E �&�K�E�d���E�K�z�U���^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�ð�ì�ì�ì�ì�í�ð�í�ò �d�h�Z���K�d�d���U�����E���Z�� �'�Z���E�������E�^�����s���>�>���z�U���^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ï�ò�õ�ï�î �s���>���Z�/���������>�>�/�^�d�����/�E�^�h�Z���E���������l�� �^�d�X�W���h�>�[�^�U�����U���^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ï�õ�ô�ò�ð �s���E�d�K�h�Z�U���>���Z�K�z ���K�E�^�d���E�d�/�E���U�����U���^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�ì�ï�ï�î�ð �s���^�W�Z���z�U���<���E���K�> �>�h�����^���^�d�Z�����d�U���U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ï�õ�ó�ô�î �s���^�W�Z���z�U���<�/�D���E�/���Z�X ���K�Z�/�E�d�,�U���^�d�X�������s�/���[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ð�ì�ñ�ò�ï �s�/���d�K�Z�U�����t���z�E�� �>�����D�K�����U�����U���^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�ð�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ó�ì�õ �s�/�>�>���&���E���U���W���Z���z���D���Z�d�/�E ���E�Z���W�/���d�K�E���˜���Z�����>���^�d�Z�����d�U���^���E���:�h���E�U���d�d�U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ð�ì�ô�î�ó �s�/�E�����E�d�U���&�/�E�����Z �^�W�Z�/�E�'�^�U���^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�î�ì�ì�ì�í�í�ï�î�î �s�K�/�����^���K�&���W�Z���/�^���� �>���s���Z���U���^�d�X���W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�í�ò�ì�ó�ð �t���>�<���Z�U�����Z�/�� ���K�E�&���Z���E�����U���^�d�X���E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�ì�í�ó�ì�î �t���>�<���Z�U���E���>�d�Z�/���� �>�����&�/�>�>���d�d���U���^�d�X���E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�õ�ñ�í�ñ �t���Z�����>�>�z�U���z�s�K�E�E�� �D�K�Z�E�����&���E���h���U���^�d�X�W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ð�ì�î�ì�ï �t���Z�Z���E�U���<���D���^�,�����<�X �'�Z���E�������E�^���U�����U���^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�î�ì�ì�ì�í�ì�î�î�î �t���Z�Z���E�U���>�K�Z�Z�/�^ �E�K�E�r�W���Z�/���>�U�����U���^�d�X���W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ð�ð�í�ï�ï �t�����<���^�U���Z�/���,���Z�� �Z�/���,�D�K�E�����,�/�>�>�U���^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ð�ð�ô�ó�õ �t�����<���^�r�D�h�Z�Z���z���&�K�Z�U���s���Z�K�E�/���� �����>�>�����W�>���/�E���U���^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�í�í�ô�õ�ó �t���>���,���^�d�X���>�K�h�/�^�U���W���d�Z�/���/�� �D�d�X�����>�K�h���^�U���^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�ì�õ�ì�ò�ô �t���>�>�/�E�'�d�K�E�U���'���E���/�s�� �Z�/�s���Z���^���>�>�����U���^�d�X�W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U���'���U��

�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�ó�ð�ô�ô �t���>�>�/�E�'�d�K�E�U���^�,���Z�/���E �U���D�d�X�����Z���s���E�U�������^�d�X���W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�í�ì�ó�î�õ �t���>�>�^�U���:�h���z �D�d�X���,�K�Z�E���U�����U���^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�î�ì�ì�ì�í�í�ñ�í�î �t���>�>�^�U���D���'�'�/�������X �Z�/�s���Z���^���>�>�����U���^�d�X���W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U���'���U��

�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�õ�ñ�î�õ �t���>�>�^�U���d�Z�����z �h�E�/�K�E�U���^�d�X�D���Z�<�[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ð�í�ð�í�ô �t���^�>���z�����K�>�>���'���������E�������d�Z�K�h���W��
���l�K���t���^�>�����z�����K�>�>���'���U�������Y�h�����E�^���W���Z�<�U���^�d�X��
�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�ì�õ�ð�ô�í �t�/�>�>�/���D�^�U�����>���E�� �D�d�X�Z�K�^���U���^�d�X�W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ð�ï�õ�õ�í �t�/�>�>�/���D�^�U�����E�d�,�K�E�z �t�/�E���^�K�Z���&�K�Z���^�d�U���^�d�X�������s�/���[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�í�ñ�ì�ñ�õ �t�/�>�>�/���D�^�U�����K�E
�h�W�W���Z�������W�/�d���>�U���������/�Z���,�'�Z�K�s���U���^�d�X�����E�r
���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ï�õ�ï�ð�ò �t�/�>�>�/���D�^�U�����s���E�^ ���K�Z�/�E�d�,�U���^�d�X�������s�/���[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ð�í�ï�ì�ì �t�/�>�>�/���D�^�U���'���K�Z�'�� �������h�>�/���h�U���^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�í�ñ�í�ó�ð �t�/�>�>�/���D�^�U���'���K�Z�'�� �d���>���^���K�W���U���^�d�X���E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�ó�ñ�ó�î �t�/�>�>�/���D�^�U���D�/�<�/�d�� �^�E���>�>���,���>�>�U���^�d�X�W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ð�ï�ô�í�ô �t�/�>�>�/���D�^�U���W���h�>���:�X
�ð�ì�õ�������^�d���î�í�^�d�U�����Z�K�K�<�>�z�E�U�������E���t���z�K�Z�<�U���h�^�U��
�í�í�î�î�ò

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ñ�í �t�/�>�>�/���D�^�U���^�,���E�� �&�K�E�d���E�K�z�U�����U���^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�ï�í�ð�ó �t�/�>�>�/���D�^�U���^�,���E�� �D�d�X�Z�K���E���z�U���^�d�X�W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�í�í�ì�ì�ï �t�/�>�>�/���D�^�U���^�,���Z�D�� �D�K�z���,�U�����U���^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�í�í�ð�ô�ó �t�/�>�>�/���D�^�U���^�,���Z�D�����^�X �D�K�z���,�U���^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�í�ì�í�õ�î �t�/�>�>�/���D�^�U���s�/�E�����E�d �>�������/�'�h���U���^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�í�ì�ñ�í�ò �t�/�>�^�K�E�U�����Z���E���K�E �d���>���^���K�W���U�����U���^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ð�ñ�ó�ï�ò
�t�/�E���^�K�Z���&�K�Z���^�d���,�K�D�����D���<���Z���^��
���^�^�K���/���d�/�K�E ���l�K���s�/�E�����E�E���^���W�X�K�X�U���^�d�X�������s�/���[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ð�ì�ï�ì�ï
�t�K�D���E�[�^���W�Z�K�'�Z���^�^�/�s�������K�Z�'���E�/�r
�^���d�/�K�E �U���U���'���U��

�ð�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ò�ì�ô �t�K�Z�D���U���Z�����,���> �D�K�Z�E�����:���>�K�h�y�U���^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��

�ï�ì�ì�ì�ì�õ�õ�õ�ò �z�K�h�E�'���>���������Z�^���^�X�:�X���X�����'�Z���E�s�/�>�>�� �^�d�X���D���Z�z�[�^�U���^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U���'���U��

�í�ì�ì�ì�ï�ô�ð�ì�ô �z�K�h�E�'�U�����>�s�/�^ �d���D�W���U���^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U���'���U��
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DEMAND DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS
�������}�µ�v�š�� �E���u�� �������Œ���•�•

�ð�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ð�ó ���>�r�,�/�<�D���,���^���,�K�K�>���K�&���<�h�E�'�r���&�h �'�Z���E�������E�^���U�����^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�í�ô�í ���E�d�K�/�E���U���,���Z�Z�/�^ �t�/�E�^���K�Z���&�K�Z���^�d���^�d�X�����s�/���[�^�U�����U�����'���U����

�ï�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ó�ì ���Z���,�/�����>���U���'�h�z �'�Z���E�s�/�>�>���U���U�����^�d�X���E���Z���t�[�^�U���U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�õ�ï�ñ �����Z�d�,�K�>�K�D���t�U�������E�/���> �d���D�W���U�����^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�ð�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�õ�ñ �����d�d���E���Z���/�U�����Z�X���'�����d���E�K �W�X�K�X�����K�y���ï�ñ�ô�ð�U�����^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�í�ò�õ�ó ���Z�����E�K�Z�U���,���t�<�/�E�^ �'�Z���E�������E�^���U���U�����^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�ô�ó�ó
���Z�K�t�E�/���^�U���^�K�h�d�,���^�d�X�'���K�X�'�[�D���E�d��
�^���,�X �^�W�Z�/�E�'�^�U�����^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�ò�ñ�ð ���Z�h�E�K�U���:�K���E�E�� �D���Z���/���'�Z���^�U�����^�d�X���W���h�>�[�^�U�����^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�í�ì�ì�ì�î�ñ�ñ
�����Z�Z�/�E�'�d�K�E���&�/�E���E���/���>���^���Z�s�/�����^��
�>�d���X

�'���K�Z�'�����W���d���Z�^�K�E���^�d�Z�����d�U�����^�d�X�����E���Z���t�^�[�^�U����
�'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�ô�ó�ð ���,���Z�>���^�U���>�z�E���K�E�E�����&�X
���Z�/�'�'�[�^�����>�>���z�U�����'�Z�����E���^�d�Z�����d�U�����^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U����
�'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�ò�ó�î ���>���D���E�d�U�����'���d�,��
�í���&�/�E�/�E���/���>�����K�D�W�>���y�U���W�X�K�X���K�y���í�õ�ï�ò�U�����^�d�X
�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�ï�î�ò ���K�h�Z�d�E���z�U���:�h�E�/�K�Z �>�����W�K�d�Z�/���U�����^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�ñ�ð
�����s���>�K�W�D���E�d���>�����K�E�^�h�>�d���E�d�^������
�/�E�d���Z�E���d�/�K�E���>���/�E���X �W�X�K�X���K�y���í�î�ò�ñ�U���U�����^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�ñ�ó ���/���d�Z�/���,�U�����Z�t�/�E �W�K�/�E�d���^���>�/�E���U�����^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�õ�í�ò �������W���&�h�E���� �D�d�X�'���z�U�����^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�ó�ð�ì
���D���E�d�U���t�/�E���^�K�Z���&�K�Z���^�d�������d�/�K�E��
�D�K�s

�t�/�E���^�K�Z�&�K�Z���^�d�U�����W���Z���D�K�E�d���D�W�^���W�X�K�X�U�����^�d�X��
�����s�/���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�ñ�ô ���E�d���Z�W�Z�/�^�����E���d�t�K�Z�<�/�E�'���>�d����
�'�K�>�&�����K�h�Z�^���U�����'�Z���E�������E�^���U���U�����^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U����
�'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�ì�ð�ñ �'�Z���E�����������K�D�/�E�K�����^�^�K���/���d�/�K���E �W�X�K�X���K�y���·�î�ñ�î�U�����^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ñ�õ
�'�h�/�>�����K�&���'�Z�����h���d���^���'�Z���E��������
���Z���E���,

���l�K���h�t�/�������E�d�Z���U���D���Z�Z�z�^�,�K�t���,�K�h�^���U���W�K�r
���K�y�·�ð�ï�õ�U�����^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����U����

�í�ì�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�ó�ò �/�D�W���K�E���'�Z���E���������>�d���X���E�K�X���î�������l��
�í���&�/�E���E���/���>�����K�D�W�>���y�U�����W�X�K�X���K�y�í�õ�ï�ò�U���U���������Z���r
�E���'���U�����^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�í�ð�ï�ò �:�K�^���W�,�U���D���>���K�>�D
���l�K���d�Z���&�&�/���������W�d�X���K�Z���^�E�h�'�����K�Z�E���Z�U���U�����^�d�X
�'���K�Z�'���[�U�����'���U����

�ï�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ò�ò�ô �<���E�����>���&�d�U���D�K�Z�/�^
�s�/���d�K�Z�/�����^�d�Z�����d�U�����'�Z���E�s�/�>�>���U�����^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U����
�'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�í�õ�ó�î �>���������Z�Z�/���U���s���>���Z�/�� �W�K�����K�y���ð�ô�î�U�����^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�í�í�í�ï �>���>�������U���:���D���^���W�,�/�>�>�/�W
�î�ð���E�/�������Z�������s���X�U�������>�/�E���U�����>�K�E���K�E���t�ñ���ð�h���U����
�'���U����

�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�í�ì �>�����W���Z�^�������E���>�����˜�������d�/�<�����K�� �����Z�/�����>�����W�U�����^���h�d���h�Z�^�U���U�����^�d�X�W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U���U�����'���U����

�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ð�î�ì
�>���E���Z���E�t�/���<���d�l�����,�K�D���������^����������
�D���Z�<���d�/�E�' �D���/�E���^�d�Z�����d�U�����^���h�d���h�Z�^�U���U�����^�d�X���W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U�����'���U����

�ï�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�õ�ó �D���Z�^�,���>�>�U�������E�/�^ ���>�K�•�/���Z�U�����^�d�X���E���Z���t�[�^�U�����'���U����

�ï�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ò�ð�ó �D���d�d�,���t�U���,���E�Z�z �W���Z�����>���d���U�����^�d�X�����E���Z���t�[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�ô�ñ�ò �D���y�/�D���z�U���>���������X���D�X �>�������K�Z�/���U�����^�d�X���W���h�>�[�^�U�����^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�ð�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ò �D�����W�,���/�>�U���Z�/���,���Z��
���l�K���D�/�E�/�^�d���Z�/���>�����K�D�W�>���y�U���U�������K�d���E�/�����>���'���Z�r
�����E�^�U�����^�d�X�'���K�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�ð�ò�ò �D�/�d���,���>�>�U���������/�>
���l�K���'�X���X���X�>�X�U�����^�W�/�����>���E�����D���>�>�U�����^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U����
�'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ó�ò�ñ
�W�Z���^���E�d���d�/�K�E�����K�>�>���'�����K�>�������K�z�^��
���^�^�K���/���d�/�K�E �U�����^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�í�ì�ì�ì�í�õ�î �Z�������/�s���Z�����l�����Z�^�h�W���Z�<�>�����E���>�d���X�[ �W�X�K�X�����K�y���ï�ñ�ó�ï�U�����d���D�W���U�����^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�ï�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ò�ô�ì �Z���E�E�/���U�������t�/�E
���l�K���W�X�K�X�����K�y���õ�ñ�õ�U�����'�Z���E�s�/�>�>���U�����^�d�X���E���Z���t�[�^�U����
�'���U����

�ï�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ò�ð�ñ �Z�K�����Z�d�^�U���:���D���^ �>�����d���^�d���U�����^�d�X���W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�ô�î�ñ �Z�K�d���Z�z�����K�E�����Z�d���î�ì�ì�î�� �>���'�K�K�E���Z�K�����U�����^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�ô �^�d�X�������Z�E���Z���U���������K�Z���,
���l�K���>���t�/�^�����E�����Z���E�t�/���<���·�í�í�����,�h�Z���,���^�d�Z�����d�U����
�^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�î�ì�ì�ì�ì�ì�ð�ô�ñ
�^�d�X���W���d�Z�/���<�[�^���^�,�K�Z�d�<�E�������^�,�K�t�r
���K�t�E�����K�D�D�/�d�d���� �D�d�X���Z�K���E���z�U�����^�d�X���W���d�Z�/���<�[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�í�ì�ì�ì�î�õ�ò �^�h�W���Z���<�>�����E���>�/�D�/�d������ �W�X�K�X���K�y���í�ì�ó�õ�U�����^�d�X�'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�í�ñ�õ�ó �d���>���^�&�K�Z���U���Z�/���<�z �D�d�X���W���Z�E���^�^�h�^�U�����^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�ó�ï�ó
�s���E���K�D�������K�D�D�h�E�/�d�z���D���E���'���r
�D���E�d�����K�D�D�/�d�d����

���l�K���'���K�Z�'�����d�,�K�D���^�r�Z�����,�������U�����s���E���K�D���U����
�^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����

�í�ì�ì�ì�ì�î�î�ó�ñ �t�K�Z�D���U���:�K�����>�z�E �Z�/���,�D�K�E�����,�/�>�>�U�����^�d�X���'���K�Z�'���[�^�U�����'���U����



Page 26 THE NEW TODAY  Fri., October 22, 2021 LOCAL NEWS

Grenada reaf�  rms commitment to reduce carbon 
footprint by 40% of its pre-2010 level by 2030

Governor General Dame Cecile La Grenade - climate 
change featured in her address

The Keith Mitchell ad-
ministration is forging 
ahead with efforts to •re-
duce (greenhouse gas) 
emissions by 40% of its 
pre-2010 level by 2030,Ž 
through its revised Na-
tionally Determined Con-
tributions (NDCs), which 
is at the heart of the 2015 
Paris Agreement that 
embodies global efforts 
to keep the rise in mean 
global temperature to be-
low 2 °C (3.6 °F) above 
pre-industrial levels, and 
preferably limit the in-
crease to 1.5 °C (2.7 °F), 
to substantially reduce 
the devastating impacts 
of climate change.
 Governor-General Dame 
Cecile La Grenade dis-
closed the government•s 
plan to •vigorously pur-
sueŽ this commitment in 
the upcoming fiscal year 
while virtually delivering 
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the 2021 Throne Speech 
during the Ceremonial 
State opening of the Fifth 

Session of the Tenth Par-
liament in St. George•s 
last week Friday.

 According to the female 
Head of State, •with the 
electricity and transport 
sectors accounting for 
•over 70% of our carbon 
footprint, efforts will be 
concentrated on reaching 
100% of electricity gener-
ated through renewable 
energy, and 20% of vehi-
cles being powered by re-
newable energy sources 
by the 2030 deadline.Ž
 Additionally, she said 
that efforts will be made 
•to reduce the leakage of 
plastics into the vulner-
able coastal and marine 
environments, as well as 
the number of plastics 
that reach the land field.Ž
 The announcements 
come approximately two 
(2) weeks ahead of the 
United Nations Climate 
Change Conference, 
(COP26), which will bring 
representatives from over 

190 countries together 
in the city of Glasgow, 
Scotland from October 
31 - November 12, 2021, 
to accelerate action to-
wards the goals of the UN 
Framework Convention 
on Climate Change and 
the Paris Agreement.
 In this global meeting, 
most of the eyes will be 
on China, which has 
been the largest emitter 
in recent years, produc-
ing more than a quarter 
of the world•s annual 
greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and the world•s 
largest historical emitter, 
the United States, which 
is now the second-largest 
emitter.
 Climate change is de-
fined as a broad range 
of global phenomena 
created predominantly by 
burning fossil fuels, which 
add heat-trapping gases 
to the earth•s atmosphere.
 These phenomena in-
clude the increased tem-
perature trends described 
by global warming, and 
also encompass changes 
such as sea-level rise; ice 
mass loss in Greenland, 
Antarctica, the Arctic, and 
mountain glaciers world-
wide; shifts in flower/plant 
blooming; and extreme 
weather events, and also 
refers to the increasing 
changes in the measures 
of climate over a long pe-
riod … including precipi-
tation, temperature, and 
wind patterns.
 In 2018, the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), which is 
the authoritative United 
Nations body of scientists 
responsible for research-
ing and assessing the 
sciences related to the 
global issue of climate 
change, in its report en-
titled •Global Warming 
at 1.5 Degrees Celsius,Ž 
warned that the differ-
ence between 1.5 and 2 
degrees Celsius could 
mean substantially more 
poverty, extreme heat, 
sea-level rise, habitat 
loss, and drought.
 In its latest report (AR6), 

which was released on 
August 9, the experts 
concluded that if the inter-
national community fails 
to reduce global green-
house gas emissions sig-
nificantly now, the Paris 
climate goals would not 
be achieved, as countries 
will pass the 1.5 degrees 
threshold within the next 
20 years, and the Ca-
ribbean region, which is 
among the least respon-
sible, would be among 
the world•s regions hard-
est hit.
 Earlier this year, strong 
sea surges from the At-
lantic Ocean washed in-
land in the northeastern 
village of Mt. Craven in St. 
Patrick, eroding proper-
ties and forcing the relo-
cation of several families 
from the seafront, demol-
ishing what•s in its path.
 Erosion is also increas-
ingly impacting the south-
eastern coastline, most 
notably along the Tele-
scope Bay in St. Andrew, 
and has caused at least 
one (1) family to relo-
cate after residing on the 
beachfront for more than 
30 years.
 The Governor-Gener-
al told parliament that 
while •steady progress 
(has been made locally) 
to building resilience to 
shocks and protecting 
the environment from 
damage and degradation 
through strategic allianc-
es with key global climate 
finance partners,Ž Gre-
nada and the dozens of 
other •Small Island Devel-
oping States (SIDS) still 
•have to do much more to 
strengthen our legal and 
institutional systems, and 
lobby for significant inter-
national financial support 
to improve our mitigation 
and adaptation systems.Ž
 The Belize-based Ca-
ribbean Community Cli-
mate Change Centre 
(CCCCC), which is also 
known as the (5C•s) was 
established by the Heads 
of CARICOM Govern-
ments in 2002, with a 
mandate to coordinate 

the Caribbean•s response 
to climate change, and 
has been doing so since 
2005.
 Last week Thursday, one 
(1) day before the 2021 
Throne Speech was de-
livered the United King-
dom-based Sky News 
reported that the Keith 
Mitchell government es-
timates that it will cost 
•around USD 350m to 
deliver all the protective 
adaptation measures, 
including protecting the 
capital•s vulnerable har-
bour, that is needed,Ž 
which represents •around 
half of Grenada•s entire 
annual GDP.Ž
 Ahead of the Paris 
Agreement, developed 
countries committed to 
mobilise USD100 bn a 
year from 2020, to sup-
port developing countries• 
carbon emissions cut, mi-
nimise the impact of cli-
mate change, and adapt 
their economies to deal 
with its impact.
 According to internation-
al reports, at the moment, 
nearly a quarter of the 
USD 100bn in promised 
global climate finance 
provided by rich nations 
to developing ones is ear-
marked solely for adapta-
tion measures.
 However, some rich 
countries are more fo-
cused on reducing car-
bon emissions are resist-
ing this request.
 The UN Environment 
Programme, which is the 
global authority for the 
environment with pro-
grammes focusing on 
climate, nature, pollution, 
sustainable development, 
and more estimates that 
the actual cost for glob-
al adaptation is close to 
US$70bn annually, and 
will rise to US$140-300bn 
by 2030 and US$280-
500bn by 2050.

This is the kind of damage done to one of the islands in the Pacific over the years as a 
result of Climate Change
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On October 12, more than 
a dozen representatives 
in the US Congress sent 
a letter to the US Trade 
Representative, Katherine 
Tai, asking for immedi-
ate attention to what they 
describe as •the growing 
influence of the Chinese 
Communist Party in both 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean trade and eco-
nomic developmentŽ. 
 The US Congressper-
sons have come to this 
realisation years after Ca-
ribbean representatives in 
Washington … me includ-
ed … have been saying to 
successive US Govern-
ments and Congress that 
the US has been absent 
as a meaningful contribu-
tor to the Caribbean•s de-
velopment for almost two 
decades.   
 The vacuum that the 
US left has been filled 
by the Peoples Repub-
lic of China, and it would 
be unreasonable for the 
US government or Con-
gress to expect Caribbean 
countries to defer or delay 
their urgent development 
needs, waiting for the US 
to refocus its attention on 
the region. 
 Further, the terms of Chi-
na•s loans to many Carib-
bean nations have been 
far more concessionary 

even than World Bank 
and IMF loans to lower 
and lower middle-income 
countries, and China 
does not use per capita 
income as a criterion for 
disqualifying high income 
but vulnerable and un-
derdeveloped Caribbean 
countries, from eligibility 
for loans and grants.  US 
Congress persons and US 
government policy mak-
ers should take these re-
alities into account when 
they say, as they did to the 
US Trade Representative, 
•Economic prosperity and 
solidified trading relation-
ships is slowing, becom-
ing a matter of national 
security.Ž   
 Caribbean countries do 
not regard the loans and 
other economic arrange-
ments they have with 
China as a threat to US 
national security, and no 
member state of CAR-
ICOM has put any policies 
or programmes in place 
that affect US national se-
curity.   Indeed, CARICOM 
countries have remained 
faithful to importing goods 
and services from the US, 
even though US assis-
tance and investment in 
the sub-region has steadi-
ly declined. 
 Here are a few facts of 
which the 13 US Con-
gress persons, who 
signed the 12 October let-
ter, appear to be unaware. 
First, with the exception of 
Haiti (which for the US is a 
special case), the 14-na-
tion independent states of 
the Caribbean Community 
have been at the bottom 

of US official development 
assistance for decades. 
 In 2019, for instance, to-
tal US foreign assistance 
globally was US$47 bil-
lion, of which all CAR-
ICOM countries received 
US$338 million or 0.7%. 
For emphasis, that is less 
than 1% of the global to-
tal.  Haiti alone received 
US$268 million of that 
US$338 million delivered 
to all 14 CARICOM states, 
leaving the other 13 to 
share US$70 million only. 
For 9 of the 13 countries, 
the sum provided did not 
amount to US$1 million. 
 On trade, the US re-
mained the dominant trad-
ing partner of CARICOM 
states, enjoying a trade 
surplus of US$6.5 billion. 
So, while it is factual that 
trade between Caribbean 
countries and China has 
increased in recent years, 
no trade in goods with 
the US was displaced, 
and certainly no trade in 
services. And, on foreign 
assistance to the region, 
if China is now delivering 
more to the Caribbean 
than the US, it should 
hardly be a matter of com-
plaint by the US. 
 Among the references 
made about China is that 
its representatives use 
sharp practices in nego-
tiating contracts with Ca-
ribbean countries which 
could lead to seizure of 
vital infrastructure should 
defaults occur on repay-
ment of loans. These ref-
erences suggest that rep-
resentatives of Caribbean 
countries lack the skill to 

negotiate contracts that 
are in their interest … an 
assertion most CARICOM 
governments would reject.  
 It also suggests that CAR-
ICOM countries have not 
encountered similar prac-
tices from other countries 
that have led to uneven 
contracts … the Economic 
Partnership Agreement 
between the European 
Union collectively and 
each CARICOM country 
individually being a case 
in point. 
 What US policy makers 
should regard as unde-
niable is that China is 
giving more scholarships 
to Caribbean students to 
upgrade their knowledge 
and capacity than the US.  
In fact, the US poaches 
Caribbean doctors, nurses 
and teachers … trained at 
great expense by Caribbe-
an taxpayers.  In the end, 
if the US continues this 

practice, they will have 
only themselves to blame 
if the Caribbean profes-
sionals and influencers of 
the future know China bet-
ter than the US. 
 To be sure, the 13 Con-
gress persons who wrote 
to the USTR were more 
concerned about Chi-
na•s relationship with the 
bigger countries of Latin 
American than they were 
about the Caribbean. The 
Caribbean is usually a for-
gotten appendage to Latin 
America among most US 
policy influencers, includ-
ing its think-tanks.
  It is that concern about 
loss of trade benefits and 
influence over Latin Amer-
ican markets that caused 
them to say, •We believe 
that it is of the highest 
priority for the US to keep 
its relationships strong 
with our neighbours in the 
Western Hemisphere.

 Before long, China will 
be significantly positioned 
to completely dominate 
Western Hemisphere 
economics, as China is 
already the top trading 
partner for practically all 
of Asia, Oceania, East-
ern Europe, Africa and, 
as stated, most of South 
America.Ž 
 If China comes to domi-
nate Western Hemispher-
ic economics, it will be be-
cause of a long period of 
US neglect and the slow 
process to recognising 
that the US must re-en-
gage Latin America and 
the Caribbean in genuine 
cooperation and not with 
one-sided strategies that 
are long on words, but 
short on allocation and 
delivery of funds.  In any 
event, Latin American 
and Caribbean countries, 
concerned about improv-
ing their economies and 

advancing the social and 
economic conditions of 
their peoples, do not sub-
scribe to a rivalry between 
China and the US in their 
region and hemisphere. 
They would all declare 
that there is ample room 
for economic and other 
forms of mutually benefi-
cial cooperation with both 
China and the US. 

(Sir Ronald Sanders 
is Antigua and Barbu-
da•s Ambassador to the 
US and the OAS.  He is 
also Senior Fellow at 
the Institute of Com-
monwealth Studies, Uni-
versity of London and 
Massey College in the 
University of Toronto.  
The views expressed are 
his own)

For the Caribbean, relations with the 
US and China is not one or the other 

PAHO urges Caribbean to 
stay on high alert for Covid-19
The Caribbean and Lat-
in American region is 
being urged to keep its 
COVID-19 surveillance 
systems on high alert, 
notwithstanding the drop 
in cases in some coun-
tries, and an increase in 
vaccination coverage.
 Addressing the Pan 
American Health Organ-
isation (PAHO) weekly 
media briefing Wednes-
day, Director Dr Carissa 
F Etienne said vaccines 
have been attaining the 
objective of preventing 
severe COVID-19 ill-
ness, but she stressed 
the need for countries 
to continue to track 
and manage infections 
closely to detect and mi-
nimise community trans-
mission.
 Dr Etienne noted that 
41 per cent of the pop-
ulation across Latin 
America and the Ca-

ribbean had been ful-
ly vaccinated, but said 
this does not represent 
even coverage, as some 
countries still have sig-
nificantly lower coverage 
than others.
 •Surveillance has al-
ways been the eyes and 
ears to guide our COVID 
response - from when 
the first case was detect-
ed in our region - as we 
navigated our pandemic 
peaks and as we con-
tinue to track emerging 
variants.
 She said even as PAHO 
facilitates another 4.6 
million COVAX-acquired 
doses of COVID-19 
vaccines reaching the 
region by the end of this 
week, countries continue 
to see new infections.
 PAHO reports that over 
the last week there were 
close to 817,000 new 
COVID-19 infections 

and more than 18,000 
COVID-related deaths 
reported in the Ameri-
cas.
 It says the situation is 
more severe in the Ca-
ribbean, with the Do-
minican Republic and 
Barbados reporting over 
40 per cent increases in 
new cases.
 Dr Etienne advised that 
in partnership with the 
United States Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), PAHO 
is working to implement 
a new polymerase chain 
reaction-based multiplex 
protocol that will enable 
countries to simultane-
ously detect COVID-19 
and influenza from the 
same sample.
 She also urged coun-
tries to continue to work 
together to improve re-
gional surveillance.
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after collapse of the revo-
lution but it failed.
What emerged later was 
an NNP party modeled 
after the GULP which al-
ways had a strategic alli-
ance with elements of the 
urban business class and 
landed gentry.
 The latter never had po-
litical power it was always 
a convenient business 
arrangement more like a 
syndicate. After ill-treat-
ment by light skinned 
overseers on the estates 
and in their homes as 
domestic servants, the 
working poor would nev-
er accept persons from 
that ilk as their leader.
Even those dark skinned 
middle class types who 
are perceived to be close-
ly connected to the upper 
class are frowned upon 
by the working class.
Anyone who understands 
this social and historical 
context would know it 

Time is running out for NDC
will be difficult for Dickon 
Mitchell to be easily ac-
cepted by large elements 
of the lower middle and 
working class. Notwith-
standing his brilliance 
as a lawyer, the son of 
a working class mother, 
Dickon having not cul-
tivated a longstanding 
and strong working class 
connection would have to 
work very hard to do so, 
and time may not be on 
his side. 
 To portray him as this 
bright young lawyer 
heavily backed by el-
ements of upper class 
business interest might 
not be politically prudent 
and is just playing into 
the hands of the realpo-
litik Keith Mitchell.
On the other hand Derick 
Sylvester although just 
as successful as Dick-
on never moved away 
from his roots, he stayed 
grounded to his working 
class background and 

cultivated a strong rela-
tionship with the working 
class, representing poor 
people across the island. 
In addition, he is affable, 
personable and endear-
ing and would be easily 
accepted by the working 
class, in particular the 
youths.
Armed with this level of 
analysis, the General 
Secretary should have 
taken a strategic ap-
proach to allow the party 
to benefit from the poten-
tial of these two young 
leaders. Derick who is 
endearing and affable 
would be able to connect 
with the working class 
and expand the party•s 
base, a better fit for lead-
er, while Dickon with his 
strong business con-
nections would be able 
to help the party raise 
resources to finance its 
operations and elections 
campaign.
However, at this time, 

with no one or group 
within the party seem-
ingly able to arrest the 
current situation, the 
responsibility now rest 
with party financiers, del-
egates and party faithful 
to force the hand of the 
present executive to give 
the NDC the best chance 
in the upcoming general 
elections.
This means avoiding 
what can end up as a vir-
tual dog fight of a conven-
tion. There are inherent 
risks in having all these 
candidates contest the 
various positions espe-
cially in a virtual setting. 
The executive, delegates, 
party faithful and finan-
ciers have to consider the 
state of the party, current 
political climate, social 
and historical perspec-
tive, and surge in youthful 
enthusiasm, and clamour 
for new leadership to ar-
rive at an approach that 
would give the NDC the 

best possible executive 
and leader that would 
take the fight to the NNP 
in the upcoming elec-
tions.
 This election is going to 
be a tough challenge for 
the NDC since the NNP 
are already making stra-
tegic political moves to 
further strengthen its ad-
vantage.
Although, Keith Mitchell 
is bogged down with the 
Covid-19 response he is 
quietly laying the founda-
tion for an election cam-
paign. He is putting his 
slate together, advanc-
ing capital projects, cor-
recting the wrongs done 
to public servants and 
conducting constituency 
wide polling.
 Keith Mitchell and the 
incumbent party must not 
be taken lightly for in spit-
eof the fact that he is in 
the twilight of his political 
career, the leader is still a 
real politick.
If NDC feels Dickon 
Mitchell is the panacea 
and victory would be as-
sured because of him 
and whatever resources 
he can attract, they are 
making a sad mistake. 
There is still a lot to 
change in that organisa-
tion, the deceitful toxic 
culture, the cumbersome 
structure and outdated 
committees - many of 
which are ineffective, and 
the porous nature of the 
organisation are those 
that immediately come to 
mind. 
The party needs to be-
come more nimble in its 
structure, able to make 
decisions more easily.
The rebranding and re-
form of the British Labour 
Party into New Labour 
had two powerful per-
sonalities at the helm, 
Tony Blair and Gordon 
Brown with a small team 
of advisors among them, 
Alastair Campbell, Peter 
Mandelson, Ed Manning, 
and Jonathon Powell 
driving the process.
 These present commit-
tees of the NDC, many of 
them can be considered 
as talk shopsand wouldn•t 
cut it in the current politi-
cal dispensation. It lends 
itself to the porousness 
of the organisation where 
internal information is not 
secured as the other side 
gets to know the internal 
happenings of the organ-
isation.
Another cultural change 
that has to occur in the or-
ganisation is this tenden-
cy towards self-aggran-
disement by members, 
this was very evident in 
last Sunday•s program by 
Lenox Andrews. 
Coupled with this is a 
culture of failure where 
persons who are putting 

selfish egos over party, 
continue to contest seats 
and lose repeatedly and 
not wanting to give way 
to new blood in the be-
lief that they are entitled. 
How come persons on 
the search committee are 
putting themselves up for 
executive positions?
Is this not a conflict of 
interest?  One of the first 
order of business for the 
new leader will be to re-
form these committees in 
particular the planning, 
search and candidate 
selection. The party has 
to look for a fresh slate of 
candidates to contest the 
upcoming election except 
for Carriacou.
The historical and so-
cial context doesn•t go in 
Dickon•s favour, notwith-
standing his upper class 
business backers, he 
alone with his lack of po-
litical acumen can•t take 
the fight to the NNP. 
What is required is a 
team much like that of 
New Labour, there is still 
a need for a populist Der-
ick Sylvester type and a 
strong dynamic executive 
comprised of persons 
with organisational skills, 
strategic thinking and re-
alpolitik. 
The current lot of political 
imbecile rejects should 
not be allowed to horse 
trade or curry favour with 
whoever will be the new 
leader to maintain their 
current positions. There 
must be a complete over-
haul of the executive with 
a populist platform focus-
ing on the needs of the 
people and not that of big 
business. 
 Labour is already con-
cerned with Dickon•s 
past work in the legal 
profession by represent-
ing big business against 
workers, so if some in the 
NDC think his entry will 
bring financing and that•s 
enough to defeat NNP it 
is a fallacy. 
There is no substitute for 
a reform minded exec-
utive with deep compe-

tence in strategic political 
thinking with a strong 
ground game, support-
ed by proper polling and 
an army of field workers 
prepared to roll up their 
sleeves and work hard.
 It is time that the party 
hire a competent region-
al pollster to do national 
and constituency wide 
polling that would inform 
party decisions on se-
lection of candidates and 
agenda going forward. 
If this influx of youthful 
energy is not properly 
harnessed and the par-
ty does not take the op-
portunity to reform and 
reinvent itself that could 
mean its deathbed.
Unfortunately, from all 
indications the rejects in 
an attempt to hold on to 
power have commenced 
a campaign of deceit and 
character assassination 
to undermine some of 
their own comrades with-
in the party. This type 
of infighting will further 
compromise efforts to 
arrive at a viable slate of 
candidates and prevent 
the party from making 
the required break from 
the past to move forward 
into the future.
 When the General Secre-
tary should have months 
ago managed the influx 
of youthful energy for the 
maximum benefit of the 
party, he was playing a 
game of deceit to enable 
the return of the rejected 
former leader. 
Now the tide seems to 
be turning against the 
bunch of narcissists, he 
and his sycophants are 
mounting a rear guard 
attempt to determine the 
outcome of the elections 
in their favour by deceitful 
means, manipulating the 
list of delegates and qui-
etly discrediting persons. 
If delegates, partyfaithful 
and financiers do not act 
now, time may soon run 
out for the NDC.

Glen Noel … many will like to see the back of him as the Chief 
party organizer

Continued from page 2
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FOR RENT
Short-term only.

Fully furnished 2-bed-
room Apt at Springs , St. 

George. Comes with all the 
amenities

… just bring your clothes &
come. Call: 420-2442 or 

407-4401 for details
********

Affordable apartment in
Barbados near to U.S
Embassy and Airport.
Call: 246-234-3679 or

246-259-9187
********

Bougainvillea Apts
Self-contained apts central-
ly located in Grand Anse by
shopping centers, banks,
beach,transportation, fully
equipped for self-catering 
with full kitchen, veranda, 
cable TV, internet. Ideal for

long/short term lets. On 
SGU hospital bus routes.

www.grenada-bougainvil-
lea.com

or 
bougainvillea@spiceisle.

com
Call:444-4930

********
Rooms available for rent 
in a fully furnished house 
$650 & $550 respectively, 
all bills inclusive, including 

internet located in 
Beaulieu , St. George.

Call: 459-9558 /232-9517 /
533-0530

********
1-3 three bedroom fully fur-
nished apt in Happy Hill .

Call: 403-0195
********

Two bedroom fully fur-
nished apt, kitchen dining, 

living room open sequence, 
hot and cold shower, free 
internet, free cable. Near 
to the Morne Jaloux  R.C 
School, about 80 meters 

from main road.
Call: 538-5299/405-6564

********
Two bedroom fully fur-

nished downstairs apt in Mt. 
Parnassus  in the Coconut. 
Call: 403-7647/ 416-2218

********
Temporary Accommodation 
up to 11 persons for 1 day, 

1 week or 1 month -
Fully furnished house in

Tempe, St George
Call: 440-2331/

405-2331/415-2331
********

Commercial, domestic, Office 
space, warehouse facility for 
rent. Approximately 4000 sq 

ft & 1600 sq ft.
Call 440-2331, 415-2331,

405-2331
********

Office space, Scott Street 
opposite Wade•s Optical

Call: 456-0569/
405-3872/459-3424

********
One single furnished flat in 

Mt Moritz $650.00. 
Two bedroom furnished flat 

in Tempe.
Call: 440-7078/458-

6377/449-2944

2 Portions of land at Mt
Nesbit , St. John, 41,720 sq
and 19,352 sq ft respectively. 

Residential or Agricultural, 
with all amenities.

Call: 418-6190
********

Lots @ Westerhall Heights
13,000 plus Lots @ Calliste 
27,000 plus Call: 420-6684

********

LAND FOR SALE 

9,015 sq ft of land at Laura , 
St. David

Call: 407-4829 / 409-4829  
********

Land for Sale at Morne
Rouge . Foundation and

Driveway excavated.
Front retaining wall.

Great sea view.
Call: 415-2331; 405-2331;

405-2331
********

Two acres of land in 
Byeland ,

St. Andrew on the main.
Good for agriculture and 

residential.
Call: 414-0963

********
43,560 sq ft of commercial,
Industrial land at Clarkson

Bay Road , Woodlands
Call: 440-2331, 405-2331,

415-2331

SERVICE
Certified Events Planner

Planning your next event:
Weddings, Baby showers,

Birthday parties,
Engagement and more.
Call: 459-5865 for more 

info
********

Qualified Teacher  with 
ten years experience 

specialized in Physics and 
Mathematics.
Call: 536-7575

CLASSES

Contact number : 536-0326 
(Whatsapp)

COVID is not going anywhere in a hurry.

Join perfect Math Solution for 
Online  Tutoring in Additional 
Mathematics and first year

CAPE Mathematics. 

Do not be left behind!

PROPERTIES FOR SALE
Desirable fenced two storey property for sale located in 
the established neighborhood of  Café, Woodlands. This 
lovely property consists of 3 bedrooms, two baths, 
kitchen, living, dining on top level and 1 bedroom self 
contained apartment downstairs. Cafe is centrally 
located between Golf Course and Springs. 10 min drive 
to Grandanse, 5 min walk to Springs main road. Sold 
unfurnished.
*  Land space: 8395 sq.ft
*  Total Floor space: 2285 sq.ft
* Price: EC$800,000.00

Attractive sloping lot of land at Tempe, St. George•s on 
16,510 sq.ft. View of lower tempe, valley and partial 
seaview. Price: EC$149,519.00

Inquire now!!
Contact: 407-0264

HOPE CITY, ST. ANDREW•S

EXCLUSIVE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT … 
FULL INFRASTRUCTURE … SPECTACULAR 

OCEAN VIEW - 2 BEACHES WITHIN WALKING 
DISTANCE … LOTS FROM 10EC$/SQ.FT

CALL TODAY: 439-6646 OR 406-3649

WWW.HOPEESTATEGRENADA.COM

LAND FOR SALE
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Reducing Flood Risk in Grenville Bay, Grenada

Aerial Photo of Soubise, St. Andrew

 For small island devel-
oping states (SIDS) like 
Grenada, the impacts of 
climate change are real 
and severe. Like other 
Caribbean SIDS, most 
of Grenada•s social and 
economic activities are 
located on the coast, 
with communities heavily 
reliant on marine related 
activities such as fishing.
 Grenada•s east coast 
communities of Marquis, 
Soubise, Grenville, and 
Telescope are no differ-
ent. These coastal com-
munities have high levels 
of exposure to a range of 
climate change impacts 
including more frequent 
torrential rainfall that 
results in severe flood-
ing - threatening homes, 
coastal commercial infra-
structure, shorelines, and 
livelihoods.
 For Patsy George, who 

resides in the community 
of Telescope, the impacts 
of flooding has gone 
unabated for so long 
that seeing her neigh-
bours navigating through 
swampy conditions to get 
to and from their homes 
during the rainy season 
has become a normal oc-
currence.
 •I have been living here 
for over 31 years now and 
whenever the rain falls, 
we continue to get a lot 
of flooding from the road. 
When the rain comes, 
with this water, we cannot 
pass because the area 
is normally full of water,Ž 
says Patsy as she points 
to a stagnant body of wa-
ter next to her house.
 Patsy stresses that the 
issue needs urgent atten-
tion, as in addition to oth-
er threats the area faces 
such as coastal erosion, 

her community•s way of 
life is being disrupted by 
the flooding from high-
er inland, which leads to 
water logged foundations 
that reduces the stability 
of their homes.
 Mike Noel, another 
Telescope resident, also 
agrees that a solution to 
combat the problem of 
flooding is urgently need-
ed.
 •The flooding from the 
top side usually comes 
heavy and when it rains 
a lot what we see happen 
is that the drains are a lit-
tle shallow, which causes 
flooding on the bottom 
side of the road,Ž he said.
 In an effort to deal with 
the impacts of the area•s 
constant flooding, Mike 
has used his own mon-
ey and resources to help 
his fellow community 
members. Using hired 
tractors, he has collected 
and dumped construction 
debris in areas known to 
be reservoirs for stagnant 
flood water, thereby cre-
ating water free paths for 
persons to traverse flood 
prone areas to get to and 
from their homes.
 A few miles away in the 
community locally known 
as White Sand, Soubise, 
David Allard recalls wit-
nessing several flooding 
events over the past few 
years that resulted in the 
beach being littered with 
debris from further inland, 
and the water quality and 
visibility of the bay being 
compromised. 
 •There are times when 
heavy rainfalls create a 
problem on the beach. 
The beach will normally 
be in a filthy state, and 
I am not talking about 
when the Sargassum 
seaweed is here.Ž
 For Patsy, Mike and Da-
vid, the issue of flooding 
in these areas of Gren-

ville Bay is amplified by 
the sheer volume of water 
coming down from areas 
inland that are at higher 
elevations than their com-
munities.
 Poorly constructed drain-
age systems, which are 
not equipped to handle 
such large quantities of 
water, compounds the 
issue.
 When asked for a possi-
ble solution to the flooding 
problem, David suggests 
that, •If you can cut off 
the volume of water from 
higher inland before it 
reaches the town in large 
volume, then that will help 
reduce the flooding.Ž
 The Nature Conservancy 
(TNC), an environmental 
organisation whose of-
fice is based in Old Fort 
Road, St. George•s, aims 
to do just that.
 Through a project called, 
•Building community re-
silience to reduce flood 
risk in GrenadaŽ, TNC 
aims to work with upland 
farming communities in 
Marquis, De Blandeau, 
La Digue, Harford, and 
areas surrounding Gren-
ville Bay to implement 
actions that will reduce 
the risk of flood events af-
fecting downland coastal 
communities.
 The project is support-
ed by a wider regional 
initiative called •Karayib 
KlimaŽ, a Unite Caribbe-
an project funded by the 
French Ministry of Europe 
and Foreign Affairs, the 
Agency for Ecological 
Transition (ADEME), and 
Fondation de France.
 Project activities will be 
guided by the develop-
ment of flood risk models 
using local rainfall, eleva-
tion, and other relevant 
data collected from local 
government agencies. 
These models will help 
guide the prioritisation 

of locations where na-
ture-based solutions will 
be implemented to reduce 
the amount of water flow-
ing down mountainsides 
during heavy rainfall.
 Some of the interven-
tions that have been pro-
posed under the project 
include constructing wa-
ter catchment ponds that 
will store large amounts 
of water and planting sta-
bilising vegetation along 
riverbanks to slow down 
water and reduce erosion.
 These flood mitigation 
interventions will comple-
ment and work in tandem 
with other initiatives that 
TNC is implementing in 
the Grenville area such 
as the •At the Water•s 
Edge• and •Resilient Is-
lands• projects.
 TNC is working close-
ly with the Ministry of 
Tourism, Civil Aviation, 
Climate Resilience, and 
the Environment, and the 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Lands and Forestry on 
these projects. Together, 
these efforts will sup-
port improved watershed 
management, coastal 
zone management and 
flood risk mitigation while 
improving people•s daily 
lives.
 TNC hopes that with the 
implementation of these 
projects Patsy, Mike, 
David, and their fellow 
neighbors will all have a 
drier path to home.
 NB: Farmers and oth-
er community members 
from Marquis, De Blan-
deau, La Digue, Harford 
and other areas sur-
rounding Grenville Bay in-
terested in being involved 
in the project can contact 
Mr Andre Joseph-Witzig 
at 473 420-3265 or via 
email at a.joseph-witzig@
TNC.org.

A Drier Path to Home
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Government accused of strategically 
imposing vaccine mandates on businesses

While the Keith Mitch-
ell-led government in 
the Botanical Gardens 
has changed its vaccine 
mandate with exemp-
tions for the dropping off 
and picking up of children 
at daycare centers, the 
opening of dive shops, 
and driving schools, it is 
still a requirement for the 
operation of businesses 
in several other sectors 
on the island, including 
barbershops, beauty sa-
lons, restaurants, bars, 
and retail stores.
 Education Minister Em-
malin Pierre announced 
adjustments to the 
COVID-19 regulations 
with no changes to the 
nightly curfew, during 
Tuesday•s post-Cabi-
net press briefing in St. 
George•s, amidst wide-
spread outcry about the 
government•s vaccine 
mandate, which was im-
posed by Prime Minister 
Mitchell in his last nation-
al address.
 She also announced the 
re-opening of churches 
to full capacity with the 
observance of COVID-19 
protocols, and the 
re-opening of call centers 
•with mandates for em-
ployers and employees 
to present vaccination 
status to operate and to 
work.Ž
 According to Regulation 
10 of the Emergency 
Powers Act, the busi-
nesses specified will not 
be allowed to operate 
unless owners or em-
ployees have produced 
a vaccination card re-
flecting that they have 
received at least one (1) 
dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine.
 Minister Pierre defended 
the government•s posi-
tion on the request for 
persons and businesses 
to present their vaccina-
tion status and attempted 
to clear the air on per-
ceptions surrounding the 
issue.
 •Normally, this is re-
ferred to generally as 
mandatory vaccination. 
I just want to say (that) 
whenever (the) govern-
ment makes this request, 
it is based on concern for 
the health and safety of 
those persons and that 
those persons do have 
a choice. So, you can 
choose to open now or to 
wait later when you have 
greater clearance,Ž she 
explained.  
 Political Activist and Ra-
dio Talk show host Kem 
Jones who attacked the 
Mitchell government•s 
vaccine mandate de-
scribing it as •a recipe 

for anarchy and cha-
os,Ž responded to the 
new exemptions in the 
COVID-19 regulations, 
stating that this is •the 
strategy that the govern-
ment is using...mandat-
ing the vaccine in Grena-
da...because they know 
that they cannot pass a 
law.Ž
 •So, they are strategical-
ly going after business 
places...The Constitution 
gives everyone the right 
to work...They know that 
they cannot just pass a 
law mandating vaccines 
and just get away with 
it (because) people are 
gonna resist it...So, what 
they are doing gradually, 
there are some business 
places, Syrian stores, 
supermarkets, hotels, 
just name it, people in 
the distribution indus-
try, they have told their 
employees you have up 
to a specific time to get 
vaccinated and if they 
don•t they would lose 
their work,Ž Jones told lis-
teners of his •The Eagle•s 
Eye• radio programme on 
Wednesday.
 •Grenadians, we have 
become so callous cold 
that we are seeing our 
brothers and sisters los-
ing their work because 
the government is forc-
ing the employer to force 
these people into being 
vaccinated...that you 
must be vaccinated to 
earn a daily bread in the 
country. How is that fair? 
Is there a law in place? 
Where did Keith Mitchell, 
Emmalin Pierre, and all 
these people (in the Gre-
nada Cabinet) get that 
authority from? Where? 
Not the Constitution of 
Grenada, no,Ž Jones con-
tended.
 •Will you sit idly by, and 
allow this government to 
do this? Where (people) 
are losing their jobs,Ž he 
added, claiming that the 

vaccine mandate •is in 
sync with the Consti-
tution,Ž and shows no 
regard for the affected 
workers and their fami-
lies.
 •This government 
doesn•t care whether you 
feed your family or not, 
all they are concerned 
about is vaccine, vac-
cine, vaccine...I hope 
you are taking note as 
to the kind of power that 
the people have given to 
those politicians,Ž added 
the political activist, who 
also cited the govern-
ment•s concern with the 
decline in the number of 
persons returning to re-
ceive the second jab to 
become fully vaccinated.
 He also noted that since 
the government com-
menced its vaccination 
drive in February last 
year only 30, 000 Gre-
nadians have been fully 
vaccinated, while 7, 482 
have taken the first dose.
 Medical Officer in the 
Ministry of Health, Dr. 
Myanna Charles, who 
encouraged individuals 
to come forward to re-
ceive the second dose of 
the vaccine during Tues-
day•s post-Cabinet press 
conference, explained 
that the efficacy is not as 
significant with just one 
dose.
 •Your level of immunity 
or protection is not sig-
nificant because you only 
received one dose of the 
vaccine. So, during that 
time (that you are not 
coming forward) you are 
still exposing yourself 
quite significantly. I would 
say if you are going to do 
something do it all the 
way,Ž Dr. Charles said.
 Health officials have 
confirmed that vacci-
nation cannot prevent 
COVID-19 infection or 
stop the spread, how-
ever, they believe that it 
can significantly reduce 

the spread, prevent ill-

ness, hospitalisation and 

death, and see herd im-

munity as the only way of 

returning to normalcy. 

 Even though two-thirds 

of the 110, 000 popula-

tion are unvaccinated, 

including a vast majority 

of nurses, police officers, 

and teachers, data from 

the Ministry of Health 

showed on Wednesday 

that the COVID-19 pos-

itivity rate dropped to 

•4.6%.Ž

Dr. Myanna Charles - encouraged persons to come 
forward and get vaccinated

Political Activist Kem Jones - the government vaccine 
mandate is not in sync with the Grenada Constitution

Education Minister Emmalin Pierre - several businesses 
are now exempted from the vaccine requirement
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Math & English CXC CSEC pass rate in 
Grenada among the lowest in the region

Education Minister Emmalin Pierre says a special initiative 
will be launched soon to enhance students performance in 
Math and English

Education Minister Em-
malin Pierre has an-
nounced plans to imple-
ment •a special initiativeŽ 
to address the poor per-
formance of Grenadian 
students in the subject 
areas of Mathematics 
and English A, in the 
Caribbean Examination 
Council (CXC) Caribbe-
an Secondary Educa-
tion Certificate (CSEC) 
Examination, which is 
below the regional per-
formance levels. 
 Minister Pierre made the 
announcement during 
Tuesday•s post-Cabinet 
press conference days 
after the results of the 
May/June CXC CSEC 
exams were released 
showing a decline in the 
pass rate for both sub-
ject areas, compared to 
last year.

 Figures released 
showed that 2,606 can-
didates were registered 
to write this year•s exams 
and that 1, 839 students 
registered to sit Mathe-
matics, which was the 
lowest-performing sub-
ject, this year.
 Compared to the region-
al pass rate of 40.57%, 
Grenada recorded a 
pass rate of 34.98% in 
Math, which represents 
a decline by 8.58% from 
43.56% in 2020, and 
38.59% in 2019.
 Some 1,746 students 
registered for English 
A, which moved down-
wards from a pass rate 
of 82.65% in 2020, to 
71.7% this year, com-
pared to the regional 
pass rate of 73.39%. The 
English A pass rate in 
2019 was 78.28%. 

 The overall pass rate 
for Grenada in the May/
June CXC CSEC ex-
ams was 71.7%, which 
represents a decline 
of 5.6% from 77.3% in 
2020.
 The other low performing 
subjects were Religious 
Education (43.75%), 
French (50.66%), En-
glish B (51.07%) and 
Spanish (53.13%).
 The subjects with the 
highest percentage 
passes were Theatre 
Arts (100%), Industrial 
Technology Mechanical 
(100%), Physical Educa-
tion and Sport (98.57%), 
Industrial Technology - 
Building (97.8%), Visual 
Arts (95.97%), Industrial 
Technology - Electrical 
(94.35%), Textiles, Cloth-
ing & Fashion (92.96%), 
Information Technol-

ogy (92.87%), Food, 
Nutrition and Health 
(92.11%), and Technical 
Drawing (91.99%).
Minister Pierre, who did 
not provide an in-depth 
analysis of the results, 
gave assurances that 
•before the end of Octo-
ber, a public statement 
will be madeŽ on the is-
sue.Ž
 The senior female gov-
ernment minister used 
Tuesday•s post-cabinet 
media briefing to high-
light several areas of 
concern, including the 
issue of •exam readi-
ness (and) the pressure 
that students are often 
placed under when they 
have to prepare (for ex-
ams) within a very short 
time.Ž
 She also expressed 
concerns that •a num-

ber of our students are 
reading below their 
grade level...long before 
COVID-19.Ž
 Several behavioural 
concerns associated 
with remote learning, 
including •insufficient 
parent control and unsu-
pervised students,Ž were 
also highlighted.
 •Extremely critical for us 
is what•s happening with 
some of our students 
while we continue online 
learning, said Minister 
Pierre, who identified the 
low performance among 
some students, and the 
challenge teachers are 
having in creating quality 
content for online learn-
ing, and the non-en-
gagement of some stu-
dents in online learning, 
among the issues raised 
during a consultation 
with education stake-
holders and the Ministry 
of Health last week.
 •ƒWe also have the 
students at risk, psycho-
social issues as well as 
domestic issues,Ž she 
said, adding that •there 
have been several re-
ports, and concerns ex-
pressed as it relates to 
abusive minors by older 
siblings and relatives 
(and) inappropriate sex-
ual activitiesŽ.
•And, we have even had 

reported in the previous 
period, three (3) known 
cases of pregnancy 
among primary school 
students, the suspect 
attempted suicides, acci-
dents in some cases, or 
at least one (1) that I am 
aware of leading to death 
during school hours, and 
reports of students loi-
tering in various places 
during school hours,Ž 

she told reporters.
 The Minister who out-
lined a new phased ap-
proach to the reopening 
of schools starting No-
vember 1, is optimistic 
that this will help to en-
sure that those most at 
risk, will have an oppor-
tunity to be more closely 
monitored, assessed, as 
well as meaningfully en-
gaged.

Barbados begins 
COVID-19 booster shots 

for select individuals
BRIDGETOWN, Barba-
dos (CMC) - An option-
al booster shot of the 
AstraZeneca COVID-19 
vaccine is being offered 
to those individuals who 
meet specific criteria, 
Co-coordinator of the 
National Vaccination 
Programme, Dr Eliz-
abeth Ferdinand, an-
nounced Thursday.
 She said fully vaccinat-
ed people over the age 
of 70, those who are im-
munocompromised, as 
well as frontline workers 
would be among the first 
recipients.
 •Those persons who 
have already been ful-
ly vaccinated with two 
previous doses … now, 
these persons should 
have completed their 
second dose by the end 
of April this year, so that 
means it•s roughly those 
who started in February 

and March to have their 
first dosesƒthe second 
condition is that they 
should also be over 70 
years old and we are go-
ing to start with the old-
er and more vulnerable 
persons initially; those 
persons who might have 
immunocompromised 
situations and frontlineƒ
healthcare workers,Ž Dr 
Ferdinand explained at a 
press conference.

 Questioned about the 
reason for this addition-
al shot, she responded: 
•Vaccines are not 100 
per cent effective, all 
the time. So, there is al-
ways a necessity to do a 
booster. We do boosters 
for polio; we have five 
and six different doses 
of polio. We have boost-
ers for tetanus; we have 
boosters for most of the 
vaccines. So, this is no 

different.Ž
 •When we started, we 
did not know if we would 
need boosters. But what 
is happening, we see 
it in America; we see 
it in Canada, in UK, all 
aroundƒ cases are oc-
curring in higher num-
bers again, and even in 
people who are vaccinat-
ed. So, it means that the 
immunity is waning. And 
we•re using a six-month 
period as the waning 
period. So, we•re using a 
booster to stimulate and 
boost those people who 
have already had two 
doses,Ž the public health 
specialist added.
 Healthcare workers at 
the country•s public hos-
pital, the Queen Eliza-
beth Hospital (QEH), 
were among the first to 
receive their booster 
shots on Wednesday.
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DOMINICA, IPS - The 
Rastafarian organisa-
tions in the Caribbean 
are determined that the 
issue of slavery rep-
arations will emerge 
from the eclipse of 
COVID-19.
 As the world deals with 
the impacts of efforts to 
contain the virus• spread 
and regional govern-
ments tackle vaccine 
hesitancy and a wave of 
misinformation, issues 
not directly related to 
COVID-19 have had to 
be temporarily shelved.
 However, members of 
the Caribbean Rasta-
fari Organisation are 
determined to keep the 
movement for slavery 
reparations in the minds 
of citizens and on the 
agenda of policymak-
ers.
 •From the time of 
emancipation in 1834, 
our ancestors have 
been clamouring for 
reparations. Some lead-
ers have taken heed to 
the calling, some have 
ignored it, but the Ras-
tafari nation from its 
inception has been ap-
pealing for reparations, 
and up to today, we are 
on that platform,Ž chair-
person of the Caribbe-
an Rastafari Organiza-
tion, Burnet Sealy told 
IPS.
 Sealy is known as Ras 
Bongo Wisely Tafari … 
part of a move by mem-
bers of the Rastafarian 
faith to change the co-
lonial names given at 
birth and advance the 
internal healing aspect 
of the reparations pro-
cess.
 He is a member of the 
Reparations Committee 
of Saint Lucia, one of 
15 national reparations 
organisations in the 
member states of the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) bloc.
 In 2013, the group of 
nations established the 
CARICOM Reparations 
Commission (CRC), a 
body charged with mak-
ing the •moral, ethical 
and legal• argument for 
reparatory justice for 
organisations of the Ca-
ribbean Community.
 The CRC is headed 
by Sir Hilary Beckles, 
Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of the West 
Indies.
 •It is the greatest crime 
ever committed against 

Ras Bongo Wisely Tafari (far right) holds on to the CARICOM•s symbol of the reparatory justice movement, the reparations baton, in Castries, 
Saint Lucia. Credit: Alison Kentish/IPS

humanity … a crime 
whose harm and suf-
fering continue to haunt 
humanity in this 21st 
century. A crime that 
has anchored the 21st 
century within a legacy 
of untold human suffer-
ing, and there is no car-
pet in the world that is 
big enough to brush this 
under,Ž Sir Hilary told a 
Slave Trade Remem-
brance Day online dis-
cussion earlier this year.
 The movement for rep-
arations in the Caribbe-
an has risen and waned 
in the last decade. 
Changes in administra-
tion on some islands, 
with ensuing shifts in 
policy directions and 
budgetary priorities, 
meant that funding for 
national committees 
has also been wavered.
 The COVID-19 pan-
demic and its conse-
quent limitations on 
movement and in-per-
son gatherings have 
added another obstacle 
to the movement.
 However, Ras Bongo 
Wisely Tafari says that 
despite the challenges, 
the Rastafarian move-
ment remains commit-
ted to healing from the 
effects of slavery.
 •Reparations Cannot 
Die,Ž he told IPS.
 •We have been edu-
cating the masses on 
what reparations are all 
about. People think that 
reparation is just about 
money, but we are let-
ting them know that this 
is not true. Reparations 
really mean repairing 
the damage that was 
done as a result of the 
Trans-Atlantic Slave 
Trade and Slavery, con-
tinuing to colonial rule. 
The damage was done 
mentally, physically, 
spiritually, financially, 
culturally.Ž
 CARICOM, which is 
home to about 16 mil-
lion people, has its rep-
arations battle fought as 
part of a 10-Point Plan. 
Signed in 2013, the plan 
calls for:
€ A full, formal apology 
for slavery by the gov-
ernments of Europe;
€ A repatriation program 
to resettle descendants 
of the over 10 million Af-
ricans who were force-
fully transported to the 
Caribbean;
€ An Indigenous Peo-
ples Development Pro-

gram to begin healing 
for genocide on the 
native Caribbean pop-
ulations;
€ The establishment of 
cultural institutions like 
museums and research 
centers;
€ A program to remedy 
the public health crisis 
includes the African 
descended popula-
tion in the Caribbean, 
which has the highest 
incidence of hyperten-
sion and type 2 diabe-
tes globally. Regional 
health experts and 
historians say this is 
directly related to the 
•nutritional experience, 
physical and emotion-
al brutality and overall 
stress profiles associ-
ated with slavery, geno-
cide, and apartheid;
€ Programs to eradicate 
the high levels of illitera-
cy that stem from slav-
ery;
€ The establishment of 
an African Knowledge 
Program;
€ Psychological rehabili-
tation programs;
€ Technology transfer;
€ Debt cancellation.
•The argument has 
been won that repara-
tory justice is inevita-
ble. The issue is how 
best to achieve it. Who 
should have the author-
ity to conceptualize and 
structure it and how to 
ensure that while it has 
a reparatory function, 
it is also at the same 
time creating a greater 
sense of justi ce and 
humanity in the world,Ž 
says Beckles.
The road to reparatory 
justice has been tough 
to conceptualize in the 
Caribbean, and in the 
face of issues like cli-
mate change, biodiver-
sity loss, and a global 
pandemic, slavery rep-
arations often plummet 
on the list of priorities 
for governments.
For champions of the 
cause, however, the 
commitment is unwav-
ering.
 •It is our responsibility 
to maintain that focus of 
our ancestors and see 
to it that we have rep-
arations,Ž Ras Bongo 
Wisely Tafari told IPS.
 •This is not a quick fix. 
It is a long journey, but 
we refuse to give up. We 
will never give up the 
fight. Reparations are a 
must.Ž

Caribbean Rastafarians: We Will Never 
Give Up the Slavery Reparations Fight
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COARD ATTEMPTED TO COMMIT 
SUICIDE, SAYS HUDSON AUSTIN

 Thirty-eight years 
after the collapse of 
the 1979-83 Grenada 
Revolution, one of the 
top leaders revealed 
for the first time that 
former Deputy Prime 
Minister Bernard 
Coard had attempted 
totake his own life af-
ter U.S and Caribbean 
troops stormed the is-
land in the wake of the 
bloody massacre at 
Fort Rupert/George in 
which Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop was 
executed.
 The burly Coard has 

been identified as the 
person who came up 
with the idea of Joint 
Leadership between 
Bishop and himself 
to run the then ruling 
New Jewel Movement 
(NJM) which came 
to power in a March 
13, 1979 coup d•état 
against the elected 
Eric Gairy govern-
ment.
 The proposal was put 
to a vote at a meeting 
of the NJM Central 
Committee by Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Liam 
•OwusuŽ James to 

bring back Coard into 
the leadership of the 
party after he had 
stepped down a year 
earlier from serving on 
the top decision-mak-
ing body as well as the 
Political Bureau of the 
party.
 Bishop was out-voted 
by most of the mem-
bers of the Central 
Committee who were 
loyal to Coard and re-
vered by them as their 
ideological leader in 
a secret cell group 
known as the Organ-
isation of Revolution-

ary Education and Lib-
eration (OREL).
 In an exclusive inter-
view with THE NEW 
TODAY last weekend, 
former Army Com-
mander General Hud-
son Austin said that 
Coard who is now 
living in Jamaica af-
ter spending over 25 
years in prison for 
Bishop•s murder had 
contemplated killing 
himself while on the 
run to escape U.S and 
Caribbean troops who 
landed in Grenada on 
October 25, 1983 to 
topple the bloody coup 
leader and to help re-
store law and order.
 •He (Coard) attempt-
ed to commit suicide 
… you won•t hear that 
- the man who tell me 
that won•t tell you that,Ž 
he said.
 •When he (Coard) 
realised the foolish-
ness he did and the 
Americans invaded 
the country (he tried to 
take his life). He was 
hiding somewhere - I 
know he was hiding 
in a house in Morne-
Jaloux … the Salhab•s 
house, he had some 
friends living there,Ž he 
added.
 According to Gener-
al Austin, the former 
Number Two man in 
the Grenada Revolu-
tion decided to move 
from there to another 
secret location and 

Bernard Coard … a previously unknown revelation made about him

when he was going 
through the bush with 
his Jamaican wife, he 
told the escort it was 
better to shoot and kill 
them.
 Austin said: •ƒHe 
(Coard) wanted that 
guy to shoot them … 
he and his wife … they 
were telling the guy 
they couldn•t undergo 
all that pressure. And 
he attempted to kill 
himself, to throw him-
self down a bank but 
all he ended up getting 
is a bad back. Up to 
now he•s still suffering 
from a bad backŽ.
 •When he realised 
the foolishness he did 
and he won•t be able 
to take the pressure 
he tried to commit 
suicide. That is no lie 
because the man who 
was there with him 
won•t lie because he 
wanted that man to 
shoot him and his wifeŽ.
 Austin also debunked 
claims made by Coard 
when he was put on 
trial for the murder of 
Bishop that he was 
taken into a dungeon 
on Fort Frederick min-
utes after a crowd of 
supporters had freed 
Bishop from house 
arrest on October 19, 
1983 and he did not 
know of the bloody 
massacre on the fort 
until later in the day.
 According to the 

ex-army strongman, 
this was nothing but a 
lie told by the ex-depu-
ty Prime Minister to the 
high court in making 
an unsworn statement 
from the dock during 
the Maurice Bishop 
murder trial.
 •That is a lie … he lie, 
he damn lie too,Ž the 
83-year old Austin 
shouted out.
 Austin said he spoke 
to Coard on the day of 
the executions of Bish-
op, along with govern-
ment ministers (Uni-
son Whiteman, Norris 
Bain and Jacqueline 
Creft) and he was not 
lying down within the 
walls of Fort Frederick 
as he intimated to the 

court.
 •Bernard Coard is a 
real liar,Ž he said.
 U.S forces found 
Coard and his wife 
hiding in a house 
at Mt. Parnassus in 
St George that was 
owned by a member 
of the Roberts family 
who were known to be 
close supporters of the 
Grenada Revolution.
 General Austin was 
also captured by the 
Americans along with 
two other top mem-
bers of the now dis-
banded People•s Rev-
olutionary Army (PRA) 
in a house in Westerh-
all Point.

Phyllis Coard … the wife of the ex-Deputy Prime 
minister who died about a year ago in Jamaica


