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Angry Family threaten multi-million-dollar lawsuit in the case

SCOTLAND YARD DISCOVER 
ALL ORGANS MISSING FROM 

ANDREW FREDERICK

Andrew Frederick – his death at Lance Aux Epines in 
January is now attracting the international media 

including the BBC
The family of Andrew Frederick who died in mysterious circum-
stances in Lance Aux Epines eight months ago is calling for an 
investigation into the disappearance from his body of several of 
his key vital organs. 
 A source close to the family told THE NEW TODAY that the dis-
covery was made by Britain’s Scotland Yard which had exhumed 
the body from Grenada about three weeks ago and took it to a 
Laboratory in London for examination. 
 He said the British Metropolitan police telephoned the Family and 
asked them if they had given permission to anyone to dispose of 
Andrew’s organs and this was shocking to them. 

(Continue on page 03)
The casket of the British-born man was placed inside this 

tomb in St Andrew

The coffin bearers carry the body of Andrew after its 
return from the Scotland Yard lab in England to its final 

resting place at Grand Bras cemetery
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By Shod Baptiste 
 
Before Woodford became 
the focus of an industrial 
development, this was a 
rural community connect-
ed to a wider network of 
villages and communities, 
including Brooklyn, Mt. 
Dor, Concord, Cotton 
Bailey and surrounding 
areas. 
 These communities have 
long depended on agricul-
ture, fishing, freshwater 
resources and the natural 
environment for their liveli-
hoods and way of l i fe. 
Woodford itself has histori-
cal, cultural, agricultural 
and environmental signifi-
cance, with fertile farm-
land, fishing activity, fresh-
water systems and 
remnants of its plantation 
history. 
 During Hurricane Ivan, 
when water sources 
became contaminated, vil-
lagers depended on the 
streams for fresh water. 
Today, the area continues 
to support farmers, fisher-
men and aquatic l i fe, 
including snapper and 

shrimp. 
 If these resources are 
damaged, people who 
once had opportunities 
close to home may be 
forced to compete else-
where for their livelihoods. 
So, as we watch what is 
happening to Woodford, 
the question must be 
asked: what are we sacri-
f icing in the name of 
development, who truly 
benefits, and what will be 
left for the people of 
Woodford? 
 This would be funny if it 
were not so tragic. The Mt. 
Dor Road, along the 
stretch bordering the 
Rayneau development 
where substantial excava-
tion and other works have 
been taking place, has 
now broken in three major 
places. 
 Residents have lost 
vehicular access to their 
homes, while farmers are 
struggling to reach their 
farms. Now the 
Government's solution is 
to reroute the broken sec-
tion of the public road 
through the Rayneau 

industrial site. A public 
road through an active 
industrial site? 
 In March 2017, an explo-
sion at the Rayneau 
Quarry in Cul-de-Sac, 
Saint Lucia, claimed four 
lives and left more than 20 
people injured. Industrial 
sites carry risks, and rout-
ing the general travelling 
public through an operat-
ing industrial site requires 
those risks to be properly 
assessed and managed. 
 So these are not abstract 
concerns. Who has certi-
fied that the route is safe 
for ordinary motorists, 
pedestrians and resi-
dents? What will separate 
public traffic from heavy 
industrial vehicles and 
operations? Who wil l 
maintain the road? And if 
there is another land 
movement, a collision or 
an injury, who bears 
responsibility: Government, 
the company, or both? 
 But there is an even more 
basic question: has the 
cause of the three failures 
of the existing Mt. Dor 
Road been independently 

established? 
 The Prime Minister, 
Dickon Mitchell, should 
take particular note that 
the Mt. Dor Road, which 
he says has little to do 
with Rayneau, actually 
borders the Rayneau 
development, and the 
damage has occurred 
along the section of road 
where Rayneau has 
engaged in substantial 
excavation and boulder 
removal. 
 This was raised before a 
geotechnical investigation 
was commissioned. So we 
cannot help but ask: on 
what technical basis has 
Government determined 
that another route through 
the adjoining development 
is safe? 
 There are legal questions 
too. If the proposed road 
crosses privately owned 
land, what arrangement 
gives the public the right to 
use it? Is Government 
acquiring the land, estab-
lishing a right of way, leas-
ing it, or has Rayneau sim-
ply granted permission? Is 
this a temporary diversion, 
or will it become part of 
the public road network? 
 And what of Planning? 
Grenada's planning legis-
lation expressly includes 
the laying out of roads 

A Public Road through an 
Industrial Site? 

within the commencement 
of development. What 
statutory process therefore 
applies to this new road? 
Has the Physical Planning 
and Development 
Authority considered it? 
Has an assessment been 
required or approval 
given? Or does the 
Government consider the 
road exempt? 
 There was haste to 
bypass the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) 
for this multi-pronged 
industrial project involving 
quarrying, asphalt, con-
crete and a jetty. 
 The Prime Minister said in 
a post-Cabinet press brief-
ing in January this year 
that the EIA was taking too 
long, and that the develop-
er had assured him that 
the plant was going to be 
environmentally friendly. 
 Had there not been such 
haste, perhaps an EIA 
would have been complet-
ed and perhaps it would 
have identified whether 
the project was too close 
to the public road and 
whether, given the topog-
raphy, boulder removal 
should have been restrict-

ed. 
 Now the repair of the road 
could cost substantially 
more, while villagers and 
farmers are left asking 
whether, in the haste to 
solve one problem, 
Government has created 
problems it does not yet 
know how to fix. 
 Farmers have been badly 
affected. Produce risks 
rotting in the fields, estab-
lished markets can be lost, 
and farmers are having 
difficulty getting essential 
inputs to their lands. 
 The rerouting may pro-
vide desperately needed 
access, although for many 
residents it apparently still 
wil l  not provide direct 
vehicular access to their 
homes. 
 It is al leged that the 
Government has commis-
sioned an engineering firm 
to investigate the Mt. Dor 
Road failures. If so, the 
question is whether that 
assessment covers all 
three failures and the 
damage extending onto 
private property, including 
one resident's badly dam-
aged driveway. 
 And if that engineering 

assessment has not yet 
been submitted, as it 
appears, why is the devel-
oper already cutting the 
new road? 
 The developer recently 
said on The Bubb Report 
that sometimes it is neces-
sary to "take the risk and 
make it happen." That may 
be a philosophy for con-
ducting private business, 
Mr. Gagadhar. It cannot be 
the standard by which the 
Government determines 
whether a road is safe for 
the public. 
 Meanwhile, in Woodford, 
one resident said: "Our 
road is now on Rayneau 
property; our homes will 
fol low." Were it not so 
harmful, it could be called 
comedic. 
 EIAs are required for 
good reason. Now millions 
may have to be forked out 
for damage, while villagers 
in Woodford are left won-
dering whether this could 
only be the beginning. 
 
(Shod D.S. Baptiste 
holds a BSc. (Hons.) 
Psychology | MBA 
(International Business) 

Democratic People’s 
Movement (DPM) Deputy 
Political Leader, Arley Gill, 
has reaffirmed his commit-
ment to putting the people 
of St. John at the centre of 
his political work, declar-
ing that effective represen-
tation must begin with 
understanding and 
addressing the concerns 
of local communities. 
 Gill, addressing a recent 
DPM village meeting in St. 
John, told supporters that 
his commitment extends 
beyond an election cam-
paign. 
 It’s a commitment rooted 
in a determination to rep-
resent the parish with 
courage, consistency and 
purpose, he explained. 
 “I commit to my communi-
ty. I commit to my parish 
and my constituency. All 
polit ics is local,” Gil l 
declared. 
 DPM, he added, is not 
presenting itself as a 
movement with a “magic 
wand” that can solve 
Grenada’s problems 
overnight.  
 Instead, he said, The 

Movement is prepared to 
work alongside communi-
ties to confront their chal-
lenges over the long term. 
 “What we are saying, sis-
ters and brothers, is that 
hour by hour, day by day, 
week by week, month by 
month, we walk with you 
to solve the problems that 
you have,” Gill said. 
 Apart from the vil lage 
meeting, Gill and other 
executive members of 
DPM, including Political 
Leader MP Peter David, 
and dozens of supporters, 
have been engaged in a 
series of weekend meet-
the-people interaction and 
walkabouts in St. John, St. 
Andrew and St. George’s. 
 They’ve promised to 
reach out to all constituen-
cies in every parish as 
DPM prepares to contest 
the upcoming general 
election. 
 The DPM says its 
approach centres on com-
munity engagement, prac-
tical solutions, and a new 
style of political leader-
ship. 
 If elected MP for St. John, 

Gill has pledged to repre-
sent the constituency with-
out fear or favour. 
 “I am committed, sisters 
and brothers, to represent 
my community, to repre-
sent my parish and my 
constituency without any 
fear,” said Gill, who has 
been actively engaging 
communities and support-
ing init iatives aimed at 
youth and community 
development for many 
years. 
 Gill said his message to 
St. John is straightforward: 
representation must be 
about service, presence 
and standing with people 
when challenges arise. 
 “Mind your business first, 
because nobody will mind 
it for you,” he emphasised 
to St. John residents. 
 Gill, an attorney-at-law by 
profession, will face stiff 
challenges from the 
incumbent Kerryne James 
(of the ruling National 
Democratic Congress) 
and former Fisheries 
Minister Alvin Da Breo of 
the New National Party 
(NNP). 

Arley Gill pledges fearless 
representation for St. John

DPM’s Arley Gill & Peter David meeting residents of St. John
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* From front page 
 
 “We did not give anybody 
the authority to do any-
thing with his organs,” the 
source quoted a family 
member as saying. 
 The issue of the missing 
organs was one of the 
subject matters at 
Tuesday’s Coroner ’s 
Inquest in London on the 
death of the 47-year old 
Brit ish-born national of 
Grenadian parents. 
 According to the source, 
the issue was raised with 
the Coroner by a British 
King’s Counsel retained by 
the family to represent 
their interest at the Inquiry. 
 The Coroner brought the 
Inquiry to an end and 
issued instructions for 
Scotland Yard Detectives 
to launch an investigation 
into the death of Andrew. 
 There are reports that the 
British government has 
approached Grenada 
through the Diplomatic 
channel to allow Scotland 
Yard to enter the country 
to assist the Royal 
Grenada Police Force 
(RGPF) to determine what 
exactly happened at the 
Lance Aux Epines home 
on the night of January 4, 
2026. 
 The Chief Inspector of 
Scotland Yard reportedly 
penned a letter to the 
Family to request them to 
find out from RGPF, as 
well as the local Funeral 
Home of La Qua and 
Pathologist Dr. Hubert 
Daisley about the missing 
body parts that included 
the lungs, liver, and heart. 
 The source indicated that 
the Family intends to file a 
multi-million dollar lawsuit 
if answers cannot be given 
by the authorit ies in 
Grenada about 
Andrew’s missing organs. 
 The family had retained 
Professor Daisley to con-
duct a private autopsy on 
the body and he conclud-
ed that this was a murder 
case. 
 However, the RGPF 
closed their investigation 
with the decision that the 
death was “accidental”. 
 A source familiar with the 
conduct of an autopsy said 

Angry Family threaten multi-million-dollar 
lawsuit in the case 

Scotland yard discover all organs 
missing from Andrew Frederick

that al l  the organs are 
removed in the Viscera of 
the persons’ body for 
examination by the 
Pathologist. 
 He disclosed that the 
parts to be removed for 
examination are from the 
throat down to the pelvic 
area. 
 He said these body parts 
“are cut in pieces to take 
samples because you can 
tell by looking at sample 
slides if something has 
gone wrong.” 
 He explained: “How you 
do it – you have a bucket 
and you have a plastic bag 
inside of the bucket. So as 
the Pathologist finished 
examining a piece, it is 
placed in the bucket in 
embalming solution. It sits 
in the Embalming solution 
overnight and then it is 
placed back into the body 
for sew up”. 
 According to the special-
ist, after the Pathologist 
completes his work every-
thing is put back into the 
body. 

  “All the parts are put into 
a body bag and put back 
into the Visceral into the 
stomach area. When you 
sew up the body you sew 
that up with it,” he added. 
 He told THE NEW 
TODAY that everything is 
put back into the body 
unless the Pathologist 
decides to go with “little 
pieces of specimen” for 
further investigation. 
 Andrew’s body was 
returned to Grenada a few 
days ago and finally laid to 
rest at the Grand Bras 
cemetery in St Andrew. 
 A family member con-
firmed that it was the wish 
of Andrew to be buried up 
there as all the close rela-
tives are from the Byland 
area in St Andrew North-
west. 
 The parents turned to the 
British authorities for help 
in the case after express-
ing grave reservations 
about the conduct of 
RGPF’s investigations into 
the incident. 
 

The first burial site of Andrew Frederick
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head when directives 
were given to the Head of 
the Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) to abort 
a planned visit to the 
Crime Scene along with 
the retired High 
Command member who 
for years was used by the 
Police as their forensic 
specialist. 
 The RGPF took the view 
that the retired Assistant 
Commissioner of Police 
(ACP) should not have 
gone to the Crime Scene 
without the presence of 
Police there with him. 
 The Commissioner of 
Police released a state-
ment denying that anyone 
within their ranks had con-
tacted the retired senior 
officer to revisit the Crime 
scene in order to try and 
discredit the report put out 
by THE NEW TODAY. 

 However, the paper was 
able to provide proof of 
the contacts made by the 
Head of the CID and the 
retired ACP on the issue. 
 It should be noted that 
Commissioner of Police 
Randy Connaught did not 
retract the misleading 
statement and when 
approached to issue an 
apology to the paper, it 
was met with the following 
response from him: “No 
Comment”. 
 It was a mistake to call 
off the visit to the Crime 
Scene as the retired ACP 
would have shown the 
CID Head some of his 
findings which would have 
put a new light on the 
investigation. 
 THE NEW TODAY is giv-
ing ful l  support to the 
decision reached by the 
Coroner in England for 

Scotland Yard to get 
involved in the investiga-
tion into the Lance Epines 
death. 
 Grenada should allow the 
Yardees to come in and 
do their own investigation 
to help bring closure to 
the case. 
 If the island refuses then 
it raises the question of 
who is trying to block 
Scotland Yard and for 
what reason? 
 The family members are 
claiming that a certain 
member of the Police 
Force indicated to them 
that the lawmen will go 
along with the conclusion 
reached by Professor 
Daisley with his autopsy 
and when it was revealed 
that it was a case of mur-
der the officer started to 
back peddle. 
 This off icer allegedly 

approached Professor 
Daisley to try and con-
vince him that Andrew 
had been running, fell to 
the ground and hit his 
head which caused the 
death. 
 RGPF also missed “the 
ball” in the investigation 
with Professor Daisley 
who has done so many 
autopsies in the past at 
their request. 
 If the autopsy conducted 
for the Police concluded 
that the death was “acci-
dental” then the Police 
Force should have asked 
the two Pathologists to 
have a meeting among 
themselves to arrive at a 
cause of death. 
 This approach has been 
done in the past by RGPF 
with the same Professor 
Daisley. 
A Government 
Pathologist had conclud-
ed that there was foul 
play when a body was 
discovered hanging in St 
Andrew. 
CID detectives were not 
convinced that it was a 
murder and the then 
Commissioner of Police 
Winston James was 
approached to request 
the sitt ing Chief 
Magistrate Patricia Mark 
to bring up Professor 
Daisley to do a second 
Autopsy. 
 His findings were differ-

ent from the Government 
Pathologist and the two of 
them met to take a fresh 
look at the case which 
ended in murder being 
ruled out. 
 THE NEW TODAY has 
stated in the past that one 
of the major weaknesses 
with the top Brass in the 
RGPF High Command is 
that not one of them have 
had experience in work-
ing in areas in the force 
like CID and lack a good 
knowledge of Crime 
Fighting. 
 It is against this back-
drop that our call is for 
Scotland Yard to be 
allowed into Grenada to 
help with the Andrew 
Frederick investigation. 
There is great distrust 
between the Family 
Members and the RGPF 
over the type of investiga-
tion that was carried out 
in Lance Aux Epines. 
 Let a third party that is 
more independent step in 
from outside to help bring 
an end to the situation in 
the interest of Justice and 
fair play. 
 Any attempt by the 
authorities in Grenada to 
block Scotland Yard from 
entering and doing an 
investigation will send a 
bad signal to the outside 
world about law and order 
in our Tri-island State. 

Bring in Scotland 
Yard!!! 

THE NEW TODAY is call-
ing for Grenada’s fullest 
co-operation with 
Scotland Yard to bring 
closure into the investiga-
tion surrounding the 
death of Andrew 
Frederick of Lance Aux 
Epines. 
 It appears to us that the 
Royal Grenada Police 
Force (RGPF) did not 
seem to do a proper and 
thorough investigation 
into the discovery of the 
body at a private home in 
the south of the island. 
 It is our strongly held 
view that personality 
clashes and differences 
resulted in what appears 
to be a case of under-par 
performance by the law-

men. 
 It is clear from Day One 
that the Police reached 
certain conclusions on 
the death based on infor-
mation allegedly in their 
possession about 
Andrew. 
 The information in our 
possession points in the 
direction of certain ele-
ments within the Police 
High Command becom-
ing upset with a visit to 
the Crime Scene by a 
retired former High 
Command Member along 
with Professor Hubert 
Daisley who was brought 
in from Trinidad to con-
duct a private autopsy on 
the behalf of the Family. 
 The situation reached a 

ACB Grenada Bank strengthens 
focus on financial literacy and 

investment education 
St. George’s, Grenada ACB 
Grenada Bank is strength-
ening its focus on financial 
literacy and investment edu-
cation as it continues to pro-
vide Grenadians with 
greater access to opportuni-
t ies to build and grow 
wealth. 
 As part of this ongoing com-
mitment, the Bank recently 
hosted the ACB Grenada 
Bank Investment Education 
Forum, aimed at helping 
individuals better under-
stand the principles of 
investing and the range of 
opportunities available to 
them. The session, led by 
Ms. Renee Charles, Chief 
Investment Officer at ACB 
Caribbean, formed part of 
ACB Grenada Bank’s broad-
er commitment to increasing 
awareness of investing and 
empowering individuals to 
make more informed finan-
cial decisions. 
 The virtual forum explored 
key topics including budget-
ing, key investment princi-
ples and practical steps for 
beginning an investment 
journey. The session also 
covered fundamental invest-
ment concepts such as the 
power of time, compound-
ing, diversification, and the 
impact of inflation.  
 Through interactive exam-

ples and audience engage-
ment activities, participants 
gained a deeper under-
standing of how disciplined 
investing and a long-term 
perspective can contribute 
to wealth creation. 
 “Wealth building is a 
process, not a single deci-
sion,” Ms. Charles told par-
ticipants during the forum. 
Emphasizing that “your 
investment journey starts 
with one step,” she encour-
aged participants to begin 
by understanding their finan-
cial position, setting clear 
goals and developing a 
long-term approach to 
investing. 
 Importantly, the initiative 
also outlined the growing 
range of investment oppor-
tunit ies available to 
Grenadians. These include 
shares listed on the Eastern 
Caribbean Securit ies 
Exchange (ECSE), govern-
ment securities available 
through the Regional 
Government Securit ies 
Market (RGSM) and region-
al mutual funds.  
 Participants were intro-
duced to the potential bene-
fits and risks associated with 
each investment option and 
the importance of consider-
ing their individual financial 
goals, investment time hori-

zons and risk preferences. 
 The forum also outlined 
ACB Caribbean's role as a 
licensed broker-dealer, con-
necting investors to a 
diverse range of investment 
opportunities across region-
al and international markets. 
Participants learned how 
broker-dealers help individu-
als access and invest in 
products such as stocks, 
government securities, and 
mutual funds, while provid-
ing the support needed to 
navigate the investment 
process.  
 The session also introduced 
participants to ACB 
Caribbean's newest service 
offering, branded ACB 
Invest, which provides 
access to a broad range of 
investment products avail-
able across the ECCU. 
 The Investment Education 
Forum forms part of ACB 
Grenada Bank's ongoing 
commitment to  promoting 
financial literacy and helping 
individuals and businesses 
across Grenada make more 
informed financial decisions. 
 For more information about 
ACB Invest, visit 
https://gd.acbonline.com/ac
b-invest/ or contact the team 
at acbinvest@acb-
caribbean.com.  

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Guyana:  As part of its 
commitment to investing 
in the Caribbean’s human 
development, the 
Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB/ the Bank) 
presented a regional 
Improving Mathematic 
Proficiency across 
Caribbean Countries 
(IMPACT) Programme at 
the 52nd Meeting of the 
CARICOM Council for 
Human and Social 
Development (COHSOD) 
- Education. The proposed 
init iative places an 
emphasis on improving 
mathematics outcomes 
and preparing learners for 
future opportunities. 
The recent meeting, held 
in Georgetown, Guyana, 
brought together educa-
tion ministers, senior gov-
ernment officials, regional 
institutions and develop-

ment partners under the 
theme, “Educating for Life, 
Purpose, and Caribbean 
Progress”. Discussions 
centred on advancing a 
shared regional education 
agenda and ensuring that 
Caribbean learners are 
prepared to thrive in an 
increasingly complex and 
technology-driven world.  
Improving mathematics 
outcomes across the 
Region was a key priority 
highlighted by CDB at the 
meeting. In support of this 
call to action, Dr. Nicola 
Johnson, CDB Operations 
Officer (Education), Social 
Sector Division and Dr 
Joan Ernandez-Spencer, 
Joint Board of Teacher 
Education of the 
University of the West 
Indies, presented the 
IMPACT Programme for 
Primary and Secondary 
Schools. They under-

scored the initiative's com-
prehensive, coordinated, 
system-wide approach to 
strengthening mathemat-
ics teaching and learning 
through curriculum deliv-
ery, teacher development, 
assessment, and student 
support. 
 “If we want better out-
comes for students, we 
must strengthen the entire 
system that supports 
mathematics teaching and 
learning. This programme 
takes a comprehensive 
approach by investing in 
teacher professional 
development, instructional 
leadership, AI-powered 
learning support, coach-
ing, parental engagement, 
action research, and poli-
cy reform to improve 
mathematics achievement 
across all primary and 
secondary schools,” said 
Dr. Nicola Johnson, who 

spoke at the COHSOD 
meeting. 
 The IMPACT Programme 
aims to improve student 
achievement and equip 
learners with the confi-
dence and competencies 
needed to succeed in fur-
ther education, employ-
ment, and entrepreneur-
ship, while contributing to 
a more competit ive, 
resilient, and prosperous 
Region. 
 Developed in collabora-
tion with the Joint Boards 
of Teacher Education of 
The University of the West 
Indies (Mona and Cave 
Hill), the initiative reflects 
CDB’s commitment to 
advancing quality educa-
tion and building a skilled, 
future-ready Caribbean. 
 Delivering opening 
remarks at the meeting, 
the Honourable Sonia 
Parag, Guyana’s Minister 

CDB Champions Regional Action to 
Strengthen Mathematics Education

of Education and Chair of 
C O H S O D - E d u c a t i o n , 
underscored the broader 
purpose of education in 
shaping the Region’s 
future. 
"We must be able to cre-
ate wholesome, well-
rounded Caribbean citi-
zens," said Minister 
Parag.  
Minister Parag also wel-
comed the regional math-
ematics initiative, noting 

the posit ive impact of 
Guyana’s own mathemat-
ics intervention pro-
gramme and emphasising 
the importance of strong 
foundational skills to suc-
cess in science, technolo-
gy, technical training, 
financial literacy and the 
modern workplace.  
As the Caribbean contin-
ues its journey towards 
sustainable, resilient and 
inclusive development, 

CDB remains committed 
to partnering with govern-
ments, educators and 
regional institutions to 
solve longstanding issues 
in education in the 
Caribbean to ensure 
every learner has the 
opportunity to achieve 
their full potential and con-
tribute meaningfully to 
Caribbean progress. 

Education Ministers and experts from across the Caribbean attend the 52nd Meeting of the CARICOM Council for 
Human and Social Development (COHSOD) - Education. (Photo credit: Ministry of Education, Guyana)
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We are contacting you 
because we have become 
aware of your two articles 
concerning the situation at 
Tyrell Bay Marina. 
 We are asking you to con-
tact us so that the facts 
can be properly estab-
lished. As sailors whose 
boats have been blocked 
on the Corion Estate, we 
have first-hand, factual 
information that demon-
strates that some of the 
statements published in 
your articles are not accu-
rate. 
 If you, or a spokesperson 
for the Corion family, make 
specific claims about what 
happened, you should 
have concrete evidence to 
support those claims. It 
would therefore be useful 
to make such evidence 
public, in order to avoid 
publishing statements that 

could be considered 
defamatory. 
 The situation is actually 
quite simple: no one ever 
gave us any notice to 
leave. At the same time, 
representatives of the 
Corion Estate openly reas-
sured us, telling us that 
nothing would change for 
us and that we should not 
worry, while this fence was 
being constructed. 
 So why are we still here? 
For four months, we have 
been trying to contact 
them to find a solution — 
simply to open the fence 
temporari ly so that our 
boats can be put back into 
the water, and then close 
the fence again. We have 
received no response. 
 What exactly are they 
waiting for us to do? We 
have absolutely nothing to 
do with their dispute with 

Ever feel like you’re lost 
for words, your thoughts 
drifting, asking, “What’s life 
all about?” Digital access 
doesn’t quiet those 
moments. Guilt, shame, 
fear, doubt, they surface 
anyway. Life can feel 
unstable across public, pri-
vate, and even spiritual 
spaces. 
 Here, spirituality is pre-
sent in daily choices and 
interactions. A trained 
addiction counsellor once 
told me, “Addiction is just 
another name for helpless-
ness.” That lands because 
many people recognise 
some form of helpless-
ness: at work, at home, or 
within themselves. 
 We perform stability in 
one part of the day and 
unravel in another. It cre-
ates a split existence: 
functional on the surface, 
disconnected underneath. 
That tension (emotional 
distance from others and 
even from ourselves) 
demands a response. 
 Here is the turn: there is a 
framework that has guided 
people through this kind of 
fragmentation for cen-
turies; the Franciscan 
Way, rooted in the life of 
Francis of Assisi (1181–
1226). 
 Born Giovanni di Pietro di 
Bernardone, he lived a life 
of privilege and excess 
before a spiritual awaken-
ing redirected him. His 
transformation was lived, 

The Franciscan way!!!
visible, and compell ing 
enough that others fol-
lowed. What drew them 
was clarity of purpose and 
consistency of action. 
 The Franciscan Way cen-
ters on two teachings: love 
God fully and love others 
as yourself. Simple in 
phrasing, difficult in prac-
tice. The framework that 
emerged: community, 
faithfulness, poverty, ser-
vice, and chastity, is less 
about rigid doctrine and 
more about disciplined liv-
ing. 
 
· Community is foundation-
al. Whether single, mar-
ried, or partnered, no one 
thrives in isolation. 
Franciscan emphasised 
emotional awareness: if 
you are angry or unsettled, 
pause before engaging. 
Healthy community 
requires self-regulation, 
communication, and humil-
ity. Conflict is inevitable; 
repair is essential. 
 
· Faithfulness extends 
beyond religion. It includes 
loyalty to family, integrity in 
relationships, and consis-
tency in how you show up 
in society. It’s also recipro-
cal: forgiveness is not 
optional if you expect it in 
return. This principle rein-
forces accountability; your 

actions shape your com-
munity’s well-being. 
 
·   Poverty, in this context, 
is often misunderstood. It’s 
about detachment. 
Franciscan called for 
releasing what controls 
you: status, possessions, 
distraction. Today, that 
may include digital depen-
dence or material excess. 
The question is direct; 
what owns your attention, 
and at what cost? Letting 
go creates space for clarity 
and purpose. 
 
·  Service is action. If 
someone needs help, 
respond, thoughtfully and 
responsibly. Franciscans 
have historically worked 
across education, health-
care, and social outreach. 
The principle remains rele-
vant: contribute where you 
can, using what you have. 
Service grounds belief in 
reality. 
 
·  Chastity is broader than 
celibacy. At its core, it’s 
about discipline and 
integrity, honouring com-
mitments, avoiding harmful 
behaviours, and aligning 
actions with values. 
Whether in relationships or 
personal habits, it calls for 
intentional restraint in pur-
suit of something better. 

 
The strength of the 
Franciscan Way is its 
coherence. Each principle 
reinforces the others. 
Community without service 
becomes shallow. 
Faithfulness without disci-
pline collapses under pres-
sure. Poverty without pur-
pose becomes emptiness. 
Together, they form a 
structure that supports 
both personal stability and 
collective well-being. 
 There are, however, 
points to approach careful-
ly. Some languages, par-
ticularly around modern 
habits or relationships, risk 
sounding prescriptive or 
moralizing. To maintain 
credibility and inclusivity, 
i t ’s important to frame 
these ideas as invitations 
rather than judgments. 
 The enduring value here 
is practical. In a t ime 
defined by distraction and 
fragmentation, the 
Franciscan Way offers a 
counterpoint: live simply, 
act with intention, stay 
connected, and take 
responsibil i ty for your 
impact. 
 It’s not easy. It’s not quick, 
but it is clear. 
 

Steven Kaszab 
Bradford, 
Ontario 

No one gave any notice 
to leave!!!

the marina. So why are we 
being prevented from leav-
ing? 
 What interest would we 
possibly have in doing 
anything against the 
Corion Estate, other than 
asking them to allow us to 
leave? 
 Our boats are our homes. 
We have nowhere else to 
go. We have absolutely no 
interest in remaining on 
land with our boats. 
 It is obvious that turning 
us into enemies makes 
absolutely no sense. So 
why is this happening? 
 It is as though they have 
deliberately created ene-
mies by trapping us here. 
The situation is simply 
absurd. 
Please ask them these 
questions directly: What is 
preventing them from sim-
ply allowing us to leave? 
That is all we are asking 
for. 
 

 All Boat Owners 

I have a little observation 
to make about the Hot Mix 
asphalt paving works pro-
ject on the Maurice Bishop 
Highway. 
 I may be wrong, but for 
the several times I passed 
on the project, I have not 
seen any technical officer 
from the Ministry of 
Infrastructure. 
 I have some concerns in 
the absence of seeing the 
contract documents with 
drawings, scope of works 

and specifications. 
 There is no basic project 
data as to the length of the 
roads, project cost (con-
tract sum), project dura-
tion, name of contractors 
and name of consultants 
to supervise the construc-
tion of the roads (govern-
ment technical representa-
tives). 
 It seems that the 
Ministries are lacking 
Project Planners or Project 
Managers to give the gen-

eral public a brief on these 
infrastructural major pro-
jects. 
 Right now, I am down on 
the Maurice Bishop 
Highway. 
 NAMALCO believes that 
there are no technical peo-
ple on the island. 
 I still continue to see the 
longitudinal joint on the 
surface of the paved road. 
 

Technical Onlooker

Concerns about the 
road works!!!
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We, the owners of vessels 
currently detained on land 
at Tyrell Bay Marina, are 
speaking out to correct 
some of the false assump-
tions we have read recent-
ly and to bring the conver-
sation back to the 
important facts of our situ-
ation. 
 We are marina clients 
currently unable to leave 
Tyrell Bay Marina because 
of a section of fence erect-
ed by the Corion Estate, 
the installation of which 
was completed around 25 
April. Among us are citi-
zens of the United States, 
Germany, France, the 
United Kingdom, and 
Portugal/Cape Verde. 
 We are not involved in the 
ongoing civil case before 
the High Court. We are 
simply third parties, sepa-
rate and independent from 
this dispute, who have 
been seriously affected by 
a conflict that does not 
concern us. 
 The situation in which we 
find ourselves today is a 
direct consequence of the 
fence erected by the 
Corion Estate and the 

Appeal from trapped Marina Boat owners

absence of any practical 
solution to address its con-
sequences. 
 The installation of this 
fence has prevented us 
from relaunching our ves-
sels and has resulted in 
our being detained for 
more than four months 

now, with no solution in 
sight despite our repeated 
requests. 
 Our vessels are being 
held, even though they are 
our homes and, for some 
of us, our places of work. 
Preventing us from 
relaunching them there-

fore effectively imprisons 
us by preventing us from 
leaving Carriacou. 
 The fence was erected 
without prior communica-
tion that would have 
allowed us to launch our 
vessels before access was 
completely blocked. It has 

no gates or other access 
points allowing equipment 
to pass through or emer-
gency services to gain 
access. 
 This situation violates our 
freedom of movement as 
well as our ability to safely 
access, use, and enjoy our 
homes and property. In an 
emergency situation, i t 
could result in the destruc-
tion of our property or 
even the loss of human 
life. 
 It has already caused 
serious and ongoing harm, 
including financial losses, 
diff icult ies related to 
employment and immigra-
tion, risks to our property, 
and significant physical 
and emotional stress. 
 We are all extremely con-
cerned about the hurricane 
season and consider the 
development of a storm to 
be an emergency situa-
tion. Some of us also have 
medical issues that cannot 
be properly addressed 
because we are unable to 
access our healthcare 
providers. 
 Beyond the obvious phys-
ical and psychological con-
sequences, we are suffer-
ing significant financial 
losses that continue to 

increase every day that 
this situation remains 
unresolved. We are cur-
rently documenting all of 
these damages. 
 Since the fence was 
installed, we have made 
numerous attempts to find 
a practical solution. Two 
owners from our group 
contacted the Corion 
Estate representative 
(Stephanie), whom we met 
during the installation of 
the fence, on 1 May, 3 
May, and 14 May, request-
ing the temporary removal 
of a small section of the 
fence and that there be no 
obstruction to the 
relaunching of the vessels. 
We received no response. 
 On 29 May, we personally 
met with representatives of 
Corion at the site of the 
fence. During this con-
frontation, which lasted 
several hours, the Estate 
representative told us that 
they “owned the land,” 
could do whatever they 
wanted, and had no oblig-
ation to help us. 
 The fact that the fence 
has still not been modified 
to allow access for emer-
gency services appears to 
us to be a clear confirma-
tion of that position, as 
well as a blatant disregard 
for people’s safety and 
well-being. 
 On 17 June, the marina 
sent a formal request to 
the Corion Estate on our 
behalf to discuss a possi-
ble solution. The marina 
informed us that no 
response had been 
received to that request. 
 Since then, we have 
repeated our request twice 
in writing, and still received 
no response. We are 
therefore surprised to read 
in one of your articles that 
the Corion Estate is calling 
for negotiations, when 
they do not respond to us. 
 In summary, based on our 
personal contact with 
Corion representatives 
and their continued refusal 
to engage in mediation 
efforts, we feel that our 
continued detention is 
intentional. 
 A recent article published 
by NEW TODAY New also 
appears to suggest this, 
based on statements 

made by an Estate 
spokesperson. 
 We would also l ike to 
make it clear that at no 
time could any of us — 
eight people were present 
on the day Stephanie 
came to speak with us — 
have been condescending 
or made racist remarks. 
 We can all personally 
attest to this. Furthermore, 
the fact that this meeting 
took place less than two 
days before the fence was 
completely closed proves 
that no prior notice was 
given. 
 We therefore believe that 
we are forced to take fur-
ther steps in an attempt to 
remedy this situation. 
 Nevertheless, we remain 
committed to seeking a 
practical and cooperative 
solution. As we have 
requested since the begin-
ning of May, we call upon 
the Corion Estate to work 
directly with us, or with the 
marina, to establish a tem-
porary and humanitarian 
solution: to remove a sec-
tion of the barrier for the 
sole and limited purpose of 
allowing the marina, using 
its own equipment and 
personnel, to safely 
relaunch our vessels. 
 This request is strictly lim-
ited. It does not ask either 
party to give up any rights, 
accept the other party’s 
position in the ongoing 
civil case, or affect in any 
way the dispute underlying 
this situation. 
 Its sole purpose is to 
allow innocent third parties 
to leave safely and to pre-
vent further harm from 
occurring. 
 This is also the request 
that we have raised 
through our embassies, 
the Foreign Affairs Office, 
the Ministries, and other 
Grenadian authorities. 
 This simple, temporary, 
and yet essential measure 
is precisely the one that no 
one appears today to have 
either the authority — or 
the wil l ingness — to 
demand. 
 Everything stated here is 
factual and can be sub-
stantiated. You may pub-
lish the entire statement 
without any problem. 

The fence which was erected by the Corion family at the Tyrell Bay Marina (Photo credit Curlan Campbell)
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If you were paying close 
attention to the news from 
the U.S. Department of 
State, you may have seen 
the August 25th 
announcement cancelling 
ALL the pending green 
card (Immigrant Visa) 
appointments at the 
American Embassy in 
Barbados, which means 
that those in the Eastern 
Caribbean have just now 
seen another door to enter 
the United States slam 
shut.  
 That means that all Green 
Card (Lawful Permanent 
Resident) processing has 
ceased, on a worldwide 
basis. There is no informa-
tion regarding when or 
even if, it will reopen for 
appointments. 
 Coming on the heels of 
the restrictions on 
ANTIGUA and DOMINICA, 
it must be a disappoint-
ment to many in the 
region. What will be next, 
we wonder? We do know 
that a few visitor's visas for 
West Indians have been 
granted, but they are uni-
formly of the short 
term/single entry version, 
which makes many people 
who are thinking of apply-
ing and staying past the 
expiration date think 
again, and fearing the 
nasty deportation proce-
dure, will choose to not 

Washington tightens the screws on the Eastern Caribbean
By Kenneth Rijock apply at all. 

 The next blow to the abili-
ty of Eastern Caribbean 
passport holders may 
come from across the 
Pond; because on 
Tuesday, all five of the EC 
CBI passport-issuing 
states must ramp up their 
applicant inquiry programs 
to the functional equivalent 
of Enhanced Due 
Dil igence, or visa-free 
entry to the EU could be 
abruptly halted. 
 Let's see what Antigua's 
totally arrogant Prime 
Minister, GASTON 
BROWNE does with his 
CIP program, by 1 
September, as I have my 
doubts that he will change 
anything with the CIU. 
Stay tuned, as the fur may 
fly this week, and Antigua 
may be the one left with-
out EU access. 
 
OPEN LETTER TO SEC-
RETARY RUBIO: STOP 
CHINA FROM MONEY 
LAUNDERING FROM 

THE CARIBBEAN 
THROUGH AMERICA'S 
LARGEST BANKS        , 

Contrary to popular belief, 
it was not the American 
President James Madison 
who drafted the MONROE 
DOCTRINE in 1823, which 
bars foreign powers from 
any involvement in the 
Western Hemisphere. 
Then Secretary of State 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 
created that landmark poli-
cy statement; we note that 
he was to become 
President of the United 
States less than two years 
later. 
 Consider this a request 
for Secretary Rubio to 
apply its core principles to 
the present situation in the 
Eastern Caribbean, where 

Chinese economic, social 
and political influence has 
grown in recent years, 
aided and abetted by 
Chinese-owned and con-
trolled Cit izenship by 
Investment (CBI or CIP) 
sales companies, that 
through their efforts, now 
exert a significant amount 
of control over the five EC 
CBI states. 
 This has now become a 
Clear and Present Danger 
to our National Security, 
literally in America's back-
yard. For several years, 
Chinese CBI sales compa-
nies, in Saint Kitts & Nevis 
and Saint Lucia in the 
northern region, to 
Grenada in the south, 
have operated consultan-
cies that sold economic 
passports abroad, to 
dodgy applicants who 
were never properly vet-
ted, and with their illicit 
funds, laundered billions of 
US Dollars through the 
correspondent accounts of 
major American financial 
institutions. 
 Most of that money ended 
up in China, depriving the 
intended recipients of 
sorely needed revenue 
who was designed to 
improve their developing 
economies. 
 For reasons that clearly 
involved politics, previous 
administrations looked the 
other way, and allowed the 
f low of an obscene 
amount of dirty money 
through American banks. 
Was it because such busi-
ness was extremely lucra-
tive, or because exposing 
our major banks to serious 
money laundering charges 
would embarrass political 
contributors, or even 
because our extensive 
trade with China might be 

affected? 
 We cannot say, but the 
t ime has come to hold 
those individuals and enti-
ties accountable, be they 
Chinese, West Indian or 
American for China has 
exponentially increased its 
soft power in the Eastern 
Caribbean, through the 

artful application of all that 
capital, bribing senior gov-
ernment officials, starting 
construction projects, 
building gigantic 
embassies, and expanding 
cultural influence.  
 How to rein in this prohib-
ited influence in the 
Caribbean, you ask? The 

courts have held that the 
Money Laundering Control 
Act of 1986 has exterritori-
al application, and it is 
worth noting that the cur-
rency of choice for 
Caribbean CBI is the US 
Dollar; indict all who are 
responsible, holding all of 
them accountable, which 

in 2026 is the functional 
equivalent of the Gunboat 
Diplomacy of the twentieth 
century Roosevelt 
Corollary of the Monroe 
Doctrine. 
 Mr. Secretary, the ball is 
literally in your court.

Apology
The New Today newspaper will like to 
apologise to Carriacou Marine Ltd for 
the photo used in our Friday August 
28, 2026 issue with the caption “An ae-
rial view of the Tyrell Bay Marina in        
Carriacou.”

Carriacou Marine Ltd is a seperate 
business and has NO connection with 
the dispute or the matter reported in the 
article.

We therefore apologise to Carriacou 
Marine Ltd and to our readers for the 
error and any misunderstanding caused!
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The ruling National 
Democratic Congress 
(NDC) of Prime Minister 
Dickon Mitchell is confident 
of its chances in the rural 
St Mark constituency in the 
upcoming general election 
with its new candidate, for-
mer acting school principal 
Caris DeGannes. 
 A long-standing member of 
the constituency branch 
told THE NEW TODAY that 
for the first time in the past 
four decades he believes 
that Congress stands a 
very good chance of taking 
the constituency which the 
opposition New National 
Party (NNP) has held since 
1984. 
 He said the advent of 
DeGannes has brought 
signif icant hope for the 
NDC in reversing the 475 
votes that its candidate in 
the last election Senator 
QuinC Britton lost by to 
NNP’s Dr Clarice Modeste-
Curwen. 
 According to the source, a 
number of NNP strong-
holds in St Mark’s have 
indicated that they intend 
to support DeGannes in 
the upcoming general elec-
tion. 
 “We are expecting a signif-
icant swing and even those 
persons who usually sit on 
the fence, a number of 
them are indicating that 
they wil l  be voting and 
coming forward to support 
Ms DeGannes,” he said. 
 However, he admitted that 
the new NDC candidate 
would have to do well in 
the election particularly in 
the NNP strongholds of the 
Town of Victoria which is 
the largest Polling Division 
in the Constituency. 
 He disclosed that the outer 
PDs like 5 and 6 are small 
in comparison to the Town 
of Victoria, as well as PD 2, 
3 & 4 which are Bonair, 
Diamond and Coastguard 
which are the other major 
ones and that the NDC 
candidate will have to get a 
certain amount of votes 
from them do in order to 
win the seat for the first 
time in 40 years. 
 The source pointed out 
that that Congress has 
already started polit ical 
work in these PDs and that 
a Campaign Management 
team has been put in place 
to engage in Canvassing 
the Voter’s List in order to 
identify how much they are 
behind and the areas to 
work on in order to get the 
votes make up the num-
bers to win the seat. 
 Modeste-Curwen had won 
the St Mark’s seat in the 
2018 election by approxi-
mately 1000 votes against 
NDC’s Jerome Thomas but 
four years later the victory 
margin had dropped to 475 
votes. 
 The NDC stalwart told 
THE NEW TODAY that the 
narrowing of the gap in the 
last election has resulted in 
a great confidence within 
the camp that the respect-
ed DeGannes can win the 
seat as she is seen as “a 
more formidable candidate” 
than Britton who was the 
flag-bearer for the party in 
the 2022 general election. 
 He noted that DeGannes 
in her capacity as a school 

The battle for St Mark’s

Caris DeGannes – has been selected by NDC to con-
test St Mark’s

Dr Myanna Charles – will seek to continue the NNP 
dominance in the constituency
teacher and then Acting 
Principal of St Mark 
Secondary School has 
come in contact with a lot 
of the persons who are on 
the Voters List. 
 “She has been very much 
involved in the l ives of 
many of the young adults 
(and) it is anticipated that 
there is going to be strong 
support for her and that’s 
what the ground is demon-
strating right now,” he said. 
 The NDC insider believes 
that the party is now at its 
strongest point in its history 
under Prime Minister 
Dickon Mitchell while NNP 
is at the weakest it has 
ever been since its forma-
tion in 1984. 
 In addition he said the 
incumbent Dr Modeste-
Curwen will not be the can-
didate on the next polling 
day and her replacement 
Dr Myanna Charles “is not 
known in the constituency 
in the way that Ms 
DeGannes is.” 
 “She is someone who has 
not been connected with 
the (NNP) base, with the 
regular folks on the ground 
– a lot of the people don’t 
know her,” he added. 
 He also said that Dr 
Charles who lives in the 
south of the island in the 
well-to-do Lance Aux 
Epines area is not known 

in St Mark and the NNP 
foot soldiers have “an 
uphill task in getting her to 
connect with the base.” 
 The source also said that 
although Modeste-Curwen 
has been taking Dr Charles 
around the constituency to 
meet with residents, the 
fact of the matter is that “it 
is really not resonating in 
the way that NNP would 
have done before.” 
 THE NEW TODAY under-
stands that an off ice is 
presently being worked 
upon for DeGannes to do 
the necessary polit ical 
work in the constituency. 
 According to the NDC 
insider, several persons 
who were on Britton’s team 
are now part of DeGannes 
management team for the 
upcoming general election. 
 “She is in a very good 
position with the right cam-
paign and with the right 
platform that she can pull it 
off – I think it’s really possi-
ble,” he said. 
 There are also reports that 
the NNP is taking the 
threat posed by DeGannes 
seriously and is campaign-
ing heavily in St Mark’s 
much more than it has 
done in past years. 
 The NDC official said the 
NNP is now “more on the 
ground, much more than 
they ever did before.”
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

(Consulting Services– Quality and Cost-Based Selection (QCBS))

GRENADA

OECS Data for Decision Making (DDM) Project

Assignment Title: Consultancy Services for the Analysis of Data and Preparation of the National Report of 
Living Conditions for the Survey of Living Conditions and Household Budget Survey (SLC-HBS)

Reference No.: GD-PCU - GRENADA-569611-CS-QCBS

OECS Data 
for Decision Making (DDM) Project and intends to apply part of the proceeds for consulting services.

The consulting services (“the Services”) include the analysis of data from the Survey of Living Conditions and 
Household Budget Survey (SLC-HBS) and the preparation of the National Report of Living Conditions. 

-

-

Government of Grenada Procurement Notices 

In-Tend Procurement Portal

The Ministry of Mobilisation, Implementation and Transformation 
(“Consultants”) to indicate their interest in providing the Services.

 

 

 

Shortlisting Criteria:
 

 
 conditions assignments.
•  Demonstrated experience in the preparation of national or analytical reports using household 
 survey data.

 

 
 

 economic analysis.
 

 an asset.

to Section III, paragraphs 3.14, 3.16, and 3.17 of the 
World Bank’s Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers (July 2016, revised November 2017 and 
August 2018), 

Selection Method:
Quality and Cost-Based Selection (QCBS) method 

Submission Guidelines:
18th September 2026 at 3pm (AST)

“Expression of Interest – Consultancy Services for the Analysis of Data and Preparation of the Na-
tional Report of Living Conditions for the Survey of Living Conditions and Household Budget Survey 
(SLC-HBS)”

In-Tend Procurement Portal

Contact Information:

Central Procurement Unit

The Galleria Mall

erisa.bleasdille@procurement.gov.gd

The Screening Committee 
of the ruling National 
Democratic Congress 
(NDC) has met with two 
persons including a 56-
year old Secondary 
School Principal as poten-
tial candidates to replace 
Finance Minister Dennis 
Cornwall in the rural St 
Patrick East constituency 
for the upcoming general 
election. 
 A well-placed source told 
THE NEW TODAY that the 
56-year old Educator is 
regarded as the clear 
favourite over the other 
person who was described 
as a female employee in 
the Parl iamentary 
Constituency office of the 
senior government minis-
ter. 
 He said the individual who 
engineered the downfall of 
MP Cornwall is a well-
known medical doctor in 
St Patrick who is giving 
active support to the bid 
by the female office worker 
who appeared before the 
Screening Committee. 
 There are reports that “the 
young lady” resigned 
Wednesday from her posi-
t ion in Cornwall ’s 
Parliamentary Constituency 
office. 
 “She resigned from 
Parliament (Wednesday) – 
she send in her resigna-
tion yesterday 
(Wednesday). (Name of 
instigator withheld) was 
pushing her. They have 
been going around (name 
of instigator) walking with 
her in Rose Hill a couple 
evenings ago.” 
 “This is really absurd – 

you are working with a 
Minister right in his office – 
you sit on his chair and his 
desk and that is what they 
do to the man – they back-
stabbed the man.” 
 According to the party 
insider, the female who is 
bent on replacing Cornwall 
is not up to the task. 
 “The girl is a child – she 
has no experience in noth-
ing. I am wondering what 
is (name of Instigator) 
motive. What is her 
motive?” 
 He said the better candi-
date for NDC at the 
moment is the School 
Principal who is said to be 
in the process of working 
out his retirement package 
from the Public Service 
Commission (PSC). 
 He stated that the 
Principal, an ex-pupil of Mt 
Rose Secondary School,  
has already prepared his 
resignation letter but is 
holding onto it for the time 
being in order “to make 
sure that he is covered – 
which is his package- that 
is what they were waiting 
on … to make sure every-
thing is verified by PSC.” 
 “I don’t know if that was 
finished worked on yester-
day (Wednesday) but they 
need to give him time,” 
said the source. 
 The insider sees the 
School Principal who was 
born in Plains but lives in 
Madeys as an excellent 
candidate as replacement 
for Minister Cornwall. 
 He described his chances 
against Robert Whyte, the 
candidate of the opposi-
tion New National Party 

(NNP) as “very good”. 
 “He is very outspoken. He 
has been involved in many 
organisations l ike the 
Cricket Association, 
Teachers Credit Union, 
GFA football – he has 
been involved in a lot of 
groups and so on. 
 “He is a stern and firm 
person, very sociable. He 
is a good guy – he can pull 
it off. He has a lot of sup-
port already.” 
  The insider was not 
happy with the manner in 
which (The Instigator) 
moved against MP 
Cornwall. 
 He said that despite the 
shortcomings of the MP 
who has been accused of 
not being on the ground 
with supporters, a lot of 
work was done in St 
Patrick East by Congress. 
 “You can’t get everybody 
to be the same way. The 
man has performed 100% 
in the constituency – the 
amount of work that has 
been done,” he remarked. 
 The source claimed that 
the majority of those who 
moved against Cornwall in 
the vote that took place a 
few weeks ago are not 
paid up party members but 
a set of people who were 
brought in by (The 
Instigator) but many of 
them have not done any-
thing for Congress in 
recent times. 
 NDC has selected about 
twelve of its fifteen candi-
dates for the upcoming 
general election while the 
NNP has named its full 
slate of candidates. 

Two appear before NDC 
Screening Committee to get 

the nod in St Patrick East

Congress supporters at a mass rally of their party
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Dear Justine, 
 
Re: Clarification of 
Methodological and 
Credential Questions 
  
I have now re-read the doc-
uments you provided, 
including the underlying sur-
vey paper, and I want to set 
out carefully what I believe 
the record shows. My pur-
pose is not to prolong a per-

sonal disagreement, but to 
distinguish between matters 
that are directly verifiable 
from the published docu-
ment and matters that 
remain unresolved. 
 First, two points are clear 
from the survey itself.  
Section 16 is headed “Data 
Validation Note,” but no sub-
stantive text appears 
beneath that heading. The 
document proceeds directly 

The Justine Pierre poll comes under scrutiny
The Canadian-based controversial Labour Statistician 
and “Pollster” Justine Pierre has once again come 
under scrutiny for his latest political survey on the 
island. 
 Pierre who had vowed not to do any more political polls 
on Grenada after his dismal failure in predicting the out-
come of the recent general election in neighbouring St 
Vincent & The Grenadines is facing some criticisms of 
his work from Dr. Ezra Mathias,  the current 1st Vice-
President of the Grenada National Trust (GNT). 
 Dr Mathias has called on Pierre to give an explanation 
for the omission in his latest poll on Section 16 which is 
headed “Data Validation Note”. 
 According to the highly qualified Matthias with interna-
tional experience, he read the Pierre report and noted 
that there was “no substantive text” appearing beneath 
that particular heading. 
 “The document proceeds directly to Section 17. In 
other words, the section exists in the published docu-
ment, but it contains no content,” he told Pierre. 
 Following is the full text of Dr Mathias’ response dated 
August 30 to Pierre who is being increasingly accused 
in Grenada of putting out work on behalf of the main 
opposition New National Party (NNP) of former 
Education Minister Emmalin Pierre:-

to Section 17. In other 
words, the section exists in 
the published document, but 
it contains no content. 
  Second, I could not find an 
explicit statement anywhere 
in the published document 
explaining how the 4,142 
respondents were selected. 
In particular, the report does 
not appear to state whether 
the survey used a probabili-

ty-based sampling design in 
which eligible members of 
the population had a known 
probability of selection, or a 
nonprobabil i ty approach 
such as quota, conve-
nience, purposive, or self-
selected sampling. 
 The number of respondents 
and the survey findings are 
presented, but the mecha-
nism by which respondents 

entered the sample is not 
clearly specified. 
 These formed the basis of 
two narrow, falsifiable ques-
tions: Is Section 16 populat-
ed? And was the sample 
probability-based? 
 In my assessment, the 
responses I reviewed did 
not answer either question 
directly. Instead, they placed 
considerable emphasis on 
professional experience, the 
number of previous studies 
undertaken, work across 
numerous countries, peer 
review, and comparative lev-
els of experience. 
 The report also challenged 
the credentials and standing 
of the Regional Expert and 
George Worme and sug-
gested that anyone wanting 
greater methodological 
detail should purchase the 
full report. 
 However, none of these 
points answers the two 
questions raised by the pub-
lished document. 
 A direct rebuttal would be 
straightforward: for example, 
“Yes, the survey employed a 
probability sample, and this 
was the sampling frame and 
selection procedure,” or 
“Section 16 should contain 
the following validation infor-
mation and its omission from 
the published version was 
an edit ing error.” Those 
answers would dispose of 
much of the controversy 
immediately. 
  
The description “statisti-

cian” 
The report’s own “About the 
Author” section describes 
you as a highly experienced 
statistician, psephologist, 
trained Labour Market 
Specialist, Survey 
Methodology Specialist and 
Data Analyst, with approxi-
mately 25 years of profes-
sional experience and 
numerous consult ing 
assignments. 
 That is a substantial record 
of claimed applied experi-
ence, and I do not dismiss it. 
At the same time, a profes-
sional self-description is dif-
ferent from independent ver-
if ication of an academic 
credential. 
 The documents presently 
before me do not contain a 
transcript, confirmation from 
an awarding institution, a 
conferred degree certificate, 
or comparable independent 
evidence from which I can 
determine the precise acad-
emic qualification held. 
 The newspaper article also 
appears to raise a specific 
dispute concerning whether 
the relevant doctoral status 
was that of a PhD candidate 
or the holder of a conferred 
PhD. I am presently unable 
to verify that question inde-
pendently. 
 For that reason, I strongly 
encourage any newspaper 
or other publication covering 
the issue not to present the 
disputed credential as fact 
until it has been indepen-
dently confirmed. That pro-
tects everyone involved, 
including you. 
 

Whether the Regional 
Expert has standing to 

raise the methodological 
questions 

The Regional Expert has 
sufficient standing to raise 

the two specific questions at 
issue. Importantly, that 
standing does not depend 
primarily on a job title.   
 The first question, whether 
Section 16 contains sub-
stantive material, is ascer-
tainable simply by examin-
ing the published report. 
 The second question, 
whether the research 
employed a probability or 
non-probability sampling 
design, is a standard 
methodological question 
whose importance is readily 
understood by people 
trained in statistics and 
quantitative research meth-
ods, particularly where find-
ings are presented as 
descriptive of or generaliz-
able to Grenada’s elec-
torate. 
 The Regional Expert’s aca-
demic background includes 
relevant coursework in sta-
tistics and quantitative 
methods across multiple 
programmes. That is suffi-
cient, in my judgment, to 
understand why sampling 
design and data-validation 
procedures matter. 
 The concept of “ultracrepi-
darianism” speaking author-
itatively beyond one’s 
expertise is legitimate. I do 
not, however, believe it 
resolves this matter. It can-
not transform an unpopulat-
ed section into a populated 
one, nor does it answer a 
straightforward question 
about how respondents 
were selected. 
 Credentials may help us 
assess competing interpre-
tations of a genuinely com-
plex technical matter. They 
do not substitute for infor-
mation that can be supplied 
directly from research 
design. 
  

My recommendation 
The matter can be resolved 
constructively and with very 
little difficulty. 
 First, populate Section 16 
or remove the heading if the 
section is not applicable. An 
empty numbered section in 
a document described as 
having undergone rigorous 
review creates an avoidable 
vulnerability and is probably 
the easiest criticism to cor-
rect. 
 Second, state the sampling 
method explicitly in the pub-
l icly available summary. 
Even one or two sentences 
would materially improve 
methodological transparen-
cy. For example, the docu-
ment could state whether 
respondents were selected 
through a probability design 

using a defined sampling 
frame, or through a quota or 
other non-probabil i ty 
approach stratified by vari-
ables such as parish, age or 
sex. 
 This does not require publi-
cation of the proprietary 
dataset or the entirety of a 
paid report. It is basic 
methodological information 
that allows readers to 
understand what inferences 
the survey can reasonably 
support. 
 Third, I encourage you to 
answer specific technical 
questions with equally spe-
cif ic technical answers. 
Statements about profes-
sional experience, previous 
assignments or the qualifi-
cations of one’s critics do 
not answer questions about 
the contents of the docu-
ment itself. Indeed, repeat-
edly declining to answer a 
narrow methodological 
question can create a 
greater credibility problem 
than the original criticism. 
  

Bringing the matter to a 
close 

 I prefer to resolve this pro-
fessionally and without 
unnecessary escalation. 
The two substantive 
methodological questions 
can, in my view, be settled 
with a sentence or two: 
 
1. What information should 
appear under Section 16, 
“Data Validation Note”? 
 
2.  Was the sample of 4,142 
respondents generated 
through a probability-based 
sampling design? If so, 
what was the sampling 
frame and selection proce-
dure? If not, what sampling 
method was used? 
 
If those questions are 
answered clearly, I would 
regard the methodological 
aspect of the matter as sub-
stantially resolved. 
 If, however, the discussion 
instead turns on profession-
al and academic creden-
tials, that becomes a differ-
ent inquiry altogether. One 
that should l ikewise be 
resolved through documen-
tation and independent veri-
fication rather than asser-
tion. 
 I would much prefer the for-
mer course. The survey 
methodology can be clari-
fied quickly, objectively, and 
without personal confronta-
tion. 
  

Yours sincerely, 
Ezra Matthias

Dr Ezra Matthias – a respected intellectual and 
academic 

Justine Pierre – dogged by controversy over 
his qualifications
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We are seeking an Accounts/Administrative Clerk. This is a varied role and you will support our team 
in providing a wide variety of accounting tasks, including processing invoices and assisting with customer 
queries.

Job Title: Accounts/Administrative Clerk

 Key Responsibilities:
 • Prepare and send customer invoices and quotations.
 • Post and allocate all bank and cash receipts to the correct accounts.
 • Reconcile the Petty Cash.
 • Prepare monthly VAT reports.  
 • Manage the accounts inbox to resolve queries and other requests.
 • Oversee accounts receivables, including preparing the debtor’s list and follow up 
  on late payments.
 • Advise management of any unresolved discrepancies.

 • Any other additional accounts and admin tasks as required.
Requirements
 • Minimum CSEC in Principles of Accounts, Maths & English and or equivalent.
 • At least 1 year’s experience in a similar position. 

 
  especially Excel.
 • Strong attention to detail.

 • Ability to work without supervision to a high standard of accuracy, and as part of a  
  team.
 • Excellent organizational and time management skills.

If you meet the above requirements and are interested in joining our team, please submit your CV and cover 
letter to admin@thenewtodaygrenada.com.

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

Vacancy - Accounts/Administrative Clerk

Convicted murderer Rudolph Hall is 
now a free man. 
 Hall was released from the Richmond 
Hill prison after spending nearly 40 
years for the double murder of Benson 
Williams of Motley Hill, St George and 
Diane Marshall of Grenville, St Andrew. 
 The accused was picked up by police 
investigators after Williams and 
Marshall were gunned down in a 
parked vehicle on the Pearl’s airstrip. 
 Hall, who was regarded as one with a 
mental problem, confessed to Police 
Investigators that he saw a vehicle 
parked one night on the runway. 
 He said he approached and saw two 
persons including a female inside the 
vehicle. 

 He spoke of approaching the woman 
to have sex with him and he was hav-
ing an erection problem which led to 
him becoming angry and agitated and 
pulled out a gun and shot them dead. 
 Hall was convicted in July 1988 for the 
double murder and sentenced to 
death, which was then the mandatory 
penalty. 
 His conviction and sentence were 
affirmed by the Court of Appeal in May 
1989 but in September 1991, his sen-
tence was commuted to life imprison-
ment by the Governor General. 
 As a public service, THE NEW TODAY 
reproduces the Court proceedings 
which resulted in a high court judge 
releasing Hall from prison:- 

Court free convicted murderer

JUDGMENT AND ORDER 
ON SENTENCING 

[1] TAYLOR-ALEXANDER J: 
Rudolph Hall was convicted in 
July 1988 for the double mur-
der of Benson Williams and 
Diane Marshall and sen-
tenced to death, which was 
then the mandatory penalty. 
His conviction and sentence 
were affirmed by the Court of 
Appeal in May 1989. In 
September 1991, his sen-
tence was commuted to life 
imprisonment by the 
Governor General, but 
despite a recommendation for 
release from the prison review 
committee, the Minister for 
National Security objected, 
and Rudolph Hall remained 
incarcerated. Decades later, 
in October 2024, his Counsel 
filed a constitutional motion 
challenging the legality of the 
commutation. Heard in July 
2025, the court found the 
commutation to be unconstitu-
t ional and ordered that 
Rudolph Hall remain in cus-
tody and be re-sentenced. 
Today’s exercise fulfils that 
order. 
 
[2] In preparation for this sen-

tencing exercise, the court 
directed the production of a 
social enquiry report, together 
with psychiatric and psycho-
logical assessments, to 
ensure that the sentencing 
determination is informed by a 
comprehensive evaluation of 
the offender’s circumstances 
and prospects. 
 

Social Enquiry Report 
[3] This report, prepared by 
the Probation Department of 
Grenada, presents a detailed 
account of the Defendant’s 
background, offence, and 
rehabilitation. Hall, now sixty-
two years old, admitted to tak-
ing a firearm from his brother, 
a PRA member, approaching 
the victims while they were in 
a vehicle in a romantic inter-
lude, asking to join them. 
When they refused, he dis-
charged the weapon, killing 
them both. These kil l ings 
were senseless, depriving two 
young persons of their lives in 
their prime. The gravity of the 
offence is underscored by the 
unprovoked nature of the 
attack, the use of a firearm, 
and the devastating impact 
upon the victims’ families and 

community. 
 
[4] The Defendant has 
expressed remorse, written 
apology letters, and has apol-
ogised before the court today. 
The report reflects that during 
his thirty-eight years of incar-
ceration, Hall maintained 
steady prison employment, 
pursued education, mentored 
younger inmates, and accu-
mulated savings. Prison offi-
cials describe him as a posi-
tive role model. 
 
[5] Academic/Education: He 
attended Grenville Anglican 
Primary and Grenville Junior 
Secondary School, leaving at 
age sixteen to work in con-
struction. Later, while incar-
cerated, he sat the School 
Leaving Examination in 1995 
and says that he placed fourth 
on the island, securing pass-
es in Biology, History, and 
Commerce. He also taught 
school leaving classes to 
other inmates for about six 
years. 
 
[6] Employment: Before 
imprisonment, he worked in 
construction with his stepfa-

ther. During incarceration, he 
has consistently held jobs 
within the prison system, 
including construction work, 
teaching, and, for the past 
eight years, serving as a 
bookkeeper in the prison. He 
has also worked in the can-
teen and reception depart-
ment. Prison officials describe 
him as diligent and a positive 
role model. 
 
[7] Financial Status: Hall 
reported having approximate-
ly fifteen thousand dollars 
($15,000.00) in savings, accu-
mulated steadily from his 
prison employment over the 
years. 
 
[8] Both his mother and broth-
er attest to his transformation 
and readiness to reintegrate, 
and they have offered hous-
ing and employment support. 
Community members are 
divided. Some express that 
after an extended period of 

incarceration he has been 
rehabilitated, while other com-
munity members express dis-
comfort with him returning to 
the community. 
 
[9] The report also records 
that Rudolph Hall escaped 
custody following Hurricane 
Ivan in September 2004, 
when His Majesty’s Prison at 
Richmond Hil l  Prison was 
destroyed and the island of 

Grenada was devastated. 
Along with other inmates, he 
left the compound and trav-
elled to St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, where he report-
edly obtained employment for 
about one month before being 
apprehended. Prison officials 
noted that during this period 
he did not commit any 
offences while in St. Vincent. 
 
[10] The probation off icer 
assesses Hall as having a low 
risk of reoffending, citing pro-
tective factors such as family 
support, education, employ-
ment, and remorse, with the 
risk factors being the serious-
ness of the offence committed 
with a firearm, that it was an 
offence of sexual violence. 
 

Victim Impact Reports 
[11] The victim impact evi-
dence is deeply moving. Mrs. 
Thelma Marshall, mother of 
Diane Marshall, described the 
devastating consequences of 
her daughter’s death at age 
nineteen. She recalled the 
shock of learning Diane had 
been shot, the anguish of 
seeing her injured but still 
conscious at the hospital, and 
the crushing grief when she 
succumbed to her wounds a 
week later. Mrs. Marshall 
emphasised that Diane and 
her fiancé Benson were inno-
cent strangers who had done 

nothing to provoke the attack, 
yet their lives were abruptly 
ended. She spoke of profound 
emotional suffering, including 
sleeplessness, weight loss, 
and overwhelming sorrow, 
compounded by the loss of 
her firstborn child who had 
her future ahead of her and 
the lasting void left in their 
l ives. The family endured 
financial strain in arranging 
the funeral, though their priori-
ty was ensuring dignity in bur-
ial. 
 

The Psychiatric Report 
[12] The psychiatric evalua-
tion conducted by Dr. Dirk 
Burkhardt provides a detailed 
forensic assessment of 
Rudolph Hall’s mental health, 
criminal responsibility, and 
risk of future violence. The 
report concludes that Mr. Hall 
is mentally well, cognitively 
intact, and free from any 
major psychiatric disorder. He 
was found cooperative, 
respectful, and emotionally 
stable during the evaluation, 
with good insight, judgment, 
and impulse control. His 
remorse for the offences was 
described as profound and 
genuine, and he consistently 
accepted full responsibility for 
the deaths. Dr. Burkhardt 
reviewed Hall’s personal his-
tory, noting a stable family 

(Continue on page 14)

Jerry Edwin – appeared as legal counsel for the 
Defendant/Applicant in the case
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DEATH RIDDLE Brit, 47, found ‘tortured to 
death’ in Caribbean holiday home – as UK 

cops launch probe into horror

POLICE in the UK are 
investigating after a Brit 
was allegedly found tor-
tured to death in the 
Caribbean, an inquest 
heard. 
 Andrew Donald 

Frederick, 47, was discov-
ered in Grenada on 
January 4, 2026. 
 His body was brought 
back to the UK after 
investigations by the 
Grenada authorities which 

ruled it “an accidental 
death”. 
 The verdict came despite 
a pathologist, approved 
by the Royal Grenada 
police force (RGPF), find-
ing that Andrew had been 

Andrew Donald Frederick

As the people of Grenada, 
Carriacou & Petite 
Martinique approach a 
possible early election, 
political speculation is ris-
ing. Claims about candi-
date changes, secret 
plans, cabinet maneuvers, 
and party disagreements 
can rapidly travel through 
WhatsApp, Facebook, 
TikTok, and talk radio, 
amplifying falsehoods as 
well as truth and blowing 
everything out of propor-
tion. 
 Yes, unfortunately, rumour 
is part of polit ics; i t 
becomes dangerous when 
it is presented as fact, 
repeated without verifica-
tion, and used to inflame 
fear or confusion. 
 And the danger is not lim-
ited to one party. A candi-
date, party worker, journal-
ist, and cit izen have a 
stake in an election in 
which voters make choices 
based on reliable informa-
tion - not anonymous voice 
notes, cropped screen-
shots, invented docu-
ments, or “somebody close 
to the leadership” claims. 
 Where official announce-
ments acknowledge only 

specif ic changes, the 
responsible course is 
straightforward: report 
what is confirmed, label 
analysis as analysis, and 
treat everything else as 
unverified. 
 Today, artif icial intell i-
gence (AI) makes this task 
much harder. For example, 
a meme (an idea, image, 
video, phrase, joke, or 
style that spreads from 
person to person - espe-
cially online) can now imi-
tate a candidate’s voice, 
place words in a minister’s 
mouth, create a false pho-
tograph of a meeting, or 
fabricate a news-style 
graphic in minutes. 
 But a convincing image is 
not proof. Neither is a 
video, an audio cl ip, a 
logo, a familiar name, or 
the fact that a message 
arrived through a friend. 
AI-generated deepfakes 
can mislead voters and 
corrode confidence even 
after they are exposed, 
because the damage is 
done before the correction 
catches up. 
 In my opinion, Grenada 
needs an information-
integrity culture. Parties 
should designate autho-
rised spokespersons and 
publish candidate deci-
sions promptly through 
verified official channels. 
 Media houses should veri-
fy before amplifying, identi-
fy the source of claims, 
and visibly correct false 
reports. Supporters should 
pause before forwarding: 
check the original source, 
date, full context, official 

Rumour is not reporting

By Michael  Roberts

Protecting Grenada’s 
Election Integrity

website or verified party 
page, and whether a rep-
utable outlet has indepen-
dently confirmed the story. 
 Polit ical campaigns 
should also keep a rapid-
response log: the false 
claim, where it appeared, 
the evidence, the correc-
tion, and the time posted. 
A short correction with a 
link to an official statement 
is more useful than an 
argument. 
 Community leaders, 
churches, trade unions, 
youth organisations, and 
diaspora groups can help 
by teaching members to 
ask one simple question: 
“How do we know this is 
true?” 
 Free expression must be 
protected, including criti-
cism, satire, and debate. 
But freedom of expression 
does not require citizens to 
spread deception. 
 The standard should be 
simple: no fabricated can-
didates, no fake voting 
information, no deceptive 
AI media, and no rumour 
presented as news. An 
election is strongest when 
political competition is vig-
orous, but facts are 
respected. 
 International election-
integrity guidance similarly 
emphasises proactive, 
accurate official communi-
cation, social l istening, 
fact-checking capacity, and 
clear standards against 
election disinformation and 
deceptive online conduct. 
 
(Michael Roberts is a 
Grenadian journalist liv-
ing and working in New 
York City. He is a veteran 
communications and 
political strategist with 
over 35 years of experi-
ence) 

tortured. 
 Senior coroner Lydia 
Brown today confirmed 
the Met Police are now 
investigating his death. 
 She told West London 
Coroner’s Court: “There 
was a private family post-
mortem from Professor 
Daisley which stated that 
the death was homicide.” 
 His case of death in the 
UK is currently “unascer-
tained” and it is under-
stood that there is ongo-
ing “diplomacy” with the 
authorities in Grenada, it 
was said. 
 Ms Brown suspended the 
inquest pending the out-
come of the police probe. 
 Andrew’s family, who 
attended the hearing, pre-
viously called for an 
urgent review into his 
death. 
 They referred the case to 
the UK Foreign, 
Commonwealth and 
Development Office, who 
were provided with the 
post-mortem from 

Grenada that found 
Andrew was tortured. 
 But the FCDO reportedly 
refused to refer the case 
to its murder and 
manslaughter team. 
 The family said at the 
t ime: “We have been 
unable to grieve properly 
for Andrew because grief 
requires a degree of reso-
lution or at least the belief 
that those with the power 

to act are acting. 
 “Instead, nearly f ive 
months have been spent 
driving a campaign for 
justice while carrying the 
weight of what was done 
to him. 
 “This includes examining 
horrific pictures and the 
knowledge that the organ-
isations that exist precise-
ly to help families in these 
circumstances have, at 

every turn, forced us to 
fight for the most basic 
engagement. 
 “This is not what grief 
should look like. It is what 
institutional failure looks 
like.” 
 The FCDO previously 
confirmed it was support-
ing Andrew’s family and 
was in contact with the 
“local authorities”.
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Workers who cut, grind, 
and polish crystalline silica-
containing engineered 
stone countertops can be 
exposed to Silicosis which 
is a progressive, incurable 
f ibrotic lung disease 
caused by inhalation of res-
pirable crystalline silica. 
 Over the past two 
decades, a growing risk 
has been recognised 
among workers fabricating 
crystalline silica-containing 
engineered stone counter-
tops (also known as artifi-
cial stone or “quartz”). 
 Engineered stone slabs 
are manufactured by crush-
ing natural quartz into fine 
powder then binding it with 
polyester resins and pig-
ments; the material con-
tains high levels of crys-
tall ine si l ica (typically 
>90%). 
 Fabrication workers who 
cut, grind, and polish these 
slabs into countertops can 
be exposed to hazardous 
levels of respirable crys-
tall ine sil ica, along with 
volatile organic compounds 
and metals. 
 Silicosis is a serious lung 
disease. It happens when 
you breathe in tiny bits of 
silica dust. Silica is a com-
mon mineral found in sand, 
rock, and concrete. The 
dust scars your lungs and 

Deadly Countertops 
By Simeon Collins makes it hard to breathe. 

 While major global markets 
l ike Australia have fully 
banned engineered stone, 
and regions like California 
have implemented emer-
gency safety regulations, 
the situation in the 
Caribbean relies heavily on 
local shop practices. 
 Caribbean islands do not 
typically manufacture raw 
quartz slabs. They import 
them from international 
manufacturers to meet high 
design demands in luxury 
resorts and modern resi-
dential builds. The real dan-
ger occurs in local masonry 
and stone-cutting shops 
across the islands. 
 When local Caribbean 
tradesmen shape or dry-cut 
these imported slabs to fit 
specific kitchen or bath-
room layouts, they are 
directly exposed to the haz-
ardous dust. 
 Enforcement of strict dust-
suppression methods - 
such as continuous wet-
cutting systems and spe-
cialized HEPA-filtered res-
pirators - varies significantly 
across different island juris-
dictions once the counter-
top is ful ly f inished and 
installed in a kitchen or 
bathroom. 
 The silica is permanently 
locked into the resin matrix 
and cannot be breathed in. 
The health crisis is strictly 
an occupational hazard for 
the workers modifying the 
stone. 
 There have been numer-
ous deaths globally and 
regionally due to silicosis 
directly linked to the fabri-
cation of stone countertops. 
In fact, medical researchers 
and public health officials 

have declared it an unfold-
ing epidemic among coun-
tertop workers. 
 This is because the engi-
neered stone quartz coun-
tertop contains such an 
extreme concentration of 
silica, it causes an acceler-
ated, highly aggressive 
form of the disease that 
kills workers at a surprising-
ly young age. 
 Public health data tracks 
thousands of severe cases 
globally, with specific recent 
f igures highlighting the 
severity. Data from the 
California Department of 
Public Health shows over 
600 confirmed sil icosis 
cases and 32 deaths 
specifically among counter-
top fabrication workers. 
 Unlike historical cases of 
silicosis in mining that took 
30 years to manifest, coun-
tertop workers are dying 
young. The California data 
noted the mean age of 
death was just 52 years 
old, with many workers 
developing terminal symp-
toms in their 30s after only 
a few years of exposure.  
 When quartz countertops 
are dry-cut, mil l ions of 
microscopic, razor-sharp 
silica particles are released 
into the air. Once inhaled, 
these particles lodge deep 
in the lungs.  
 The body cannot destroy 
or flush out the stone dust. 
Instead, the lung tissue 
continually scars, shrinks, 
and permanently hardens. 
Eventually, the lungs com-
pletely lose their ability to 
expand and take in oxygen, 
leading to fatal respiratory 
failure. 
 Because manufactured 
quartz was heavily market-

ed and distributed world-
wide starting in the early 
2000s, stonecutters across 
Europe, Asia, and the 
Middle East contracted the 
disease years before the 
outbreak gained wide-
spread attention in the 
United States.  
 Australia was one of the 
hardest-hit countries, 
where more than 10% of 
the countertop workforce 
developed lung damage. 
Following numerous highly 
publicised worker deaths, 
Australia became the first 
country in the world to 
enforce a total nationwide 
ban on engineered stone. 
 Spain recorded some of 
the earliest global cases of 
artificial stone silicosis in 
2010 and 2011. Thousands 
of stonecutters have been 
diagnosed after decades of 
fabricating high-silica slabs, 
leading health researchers 
to formally push the 
Spanish Ministry of Health 
for a nationwide prohibition. 
 Home to some of the 
world's largest pioneering 
manufacturers of quartz 
surfaces, Israel experi-
enced an early and severe 
wave of accelerated silico-
sis cases and fatalit ies 
among local workshop fab-
ricators who cut the materi-
als. 
 The UK Health and Safety 
Executive reports an aver-
age of 12 silicosis deaths 
per year. Medical experts 
have flagged a steep rise in 
aggressive, fast-progress-
ing cases specifically tied 
to the modern popularity of 
quartz kitchen worktops. 
 As a primary global manu-
facturing and processing 
hub for stone commodities, 
China has documented 
extensive numbers of 
severe silicosis cases and 
occupational fatalities tied 
to high-volume stone and 

quartz cutting. 
 Beyond California, fatali-
ties and advanced progres-
sive cases among counter-
top fabricators have been 
officially documented by the 
CDC in states including 
Texas, Washington, 
Colorado, and Minnesota. 
Public health experts esti-
mate thousands of cases 
nationwide remain undiag-
nosed due to a lack of 
proactive tracking. 
 In the Caribbean islands, 
specific tracking of silicosis 
from engineered stone 
countertops is virtually non-
existent, meaning there is 
an invisible, undocumented 
risk to local workers. 
 While the region imports 
and installs massive 
amounts of quartz counter-
tops for high-end luxury 
resorts, hotels, and modern 
residential developments, 
the islands generally lack 
the public health surveil-
lance infrastructure 
required to monitor and 
diagnose this occupational 
disease. Because of this, 
the Caribbean faces unique 
vulnerabilities that differ 
significantly from highly 
regulated nations.  
 In many Caribbean territo-
ries, local clinics and gen-
eral practitioners are not 
trained to look for counter-
top-related si l icosis. A 
worker suffering from 
breathing issues is much 
more likely to be misdiag-
nosed with chronic asthma, 
bronchitis, or tuberculosis 
rather than occupational 
lung scarring.  
Prevention: The most effec-
tive way to prevent silica 
dust is "wet-cutting" (using 
continuous streams of 
water to suppress dust). 
However, many indepen-
dent masonry and con-
struction shops across the 
islands lack specialised 

water-fed saws. 
 In hot, open-air Caribbean 
workshops, dry-cutting with 
basic angle grinders sends 
clouds of invisible, toxic sili-
ca dust straight into the 
breathing zones of workers. 
 A signif icant portion of 
home renovations and 
commercial construction 
finishing in the Caribbean 
relies on informal, indepen-
dent tradespeople or 
migrant laborers. These 
workers rarely receive for-
mal safety training, lack 
access to medical-grade 
HEPA respirators, and do 
not fall under any active 
workplace safety inspec-
tions. 
 Global health data from 
organisations like the Pan 
American Health 
Organisation (PAHO) 
shows that when silicosis is 
reported in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, it has 
historically been tied to tra-
ditional heavy industries 
like sandblasting, mining, 
or large-scale rock quarry-
ing. 
 However, public health 
experts warn that the mod-
ern "quartz countertop epi-
demic" is a t icking t ime 
bomb in the region. 
Because the disease takes 
anywhere from 5 to 15 
years of exposure to show 
terminal symptoms, many 
Caribbean stonecutters 
may currently be develop-
ing irreversible lung dam-
age without knowing it.  
 The safest alternative 
countertops are materials 
that contain little to no crys-
talline silica, ensuring that 
the tradespeople who cut 
and install them face zero 
risk of developing silicosis. 
Switching to these alterna-
tives entirely eliminates the 
occupational hazard with-
out sacrificing style, dura-
bility, or performance.  

 You can make your coun-
tertops from acrylic or poly-
ester resins blended with 
natural minerals (bauxite 
ore).  It contains 0% crys-
talline silica, making it com-
pletely safe for fabricators 
to cut, sand, and seamless-
ly join. It is completely non-
porous, stain-resistant, and 
easily repairable if 
scratched. 
 In Grenada, the workers 
most at risk of developing 
silicosis are individuals who 
work in construction, stone 
masonry, quarrying, and 
industrial maintenance. 
When these workers cut, 
grind, crush, or drill materi-
als like concrete, volcanic 
rock, sand, and brick, they 
release invisible, micro-
scopic dust particles that 
scar the lungs over time.  
 Silicosis cannot be cured, 
but it can be completely 
prevented. Employers and 
workers in Grenada can 
minimize the risk by: 
 
- Using wet methods 
(spraying water while cut-
ting stone or concrete to 
keep dust from floating). 
 
-  Wearing properly fitted 
N95 or respiratory masks 
rather than simple cloth 
masks. 
 
-  Washing hands and 
changing dusty clothes 
before eating or going 
home. 
 
(Simeon Collins is a for-
mer Director of the 
Grenada Bureau of 
Standards and first Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) 
of the Caribbean 
Agricultural Health and 
Food Safety Agency 
(CAHFSA), a CARICOM 
Institution) 
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Court free convicted murderer
* From page 11 
 
background, limited educa-
tion, and vocational achieve-
ments during incarceration, 
including O-Level qualifica-
tions and trusted roles as an 
institutional bookkeeper at the 
prisons. His medical history 
revealed no chronic illnesses, 
and his substance use was 
limited to adolescent experi-
mentation with marijuana and 
a brief psychotic episode 
induced by Datura ingestion 
(commonly referred to as “Joy 
Juice”), which resolved with-
out recurrence. The struc-
tured HCR-20 risk assess-
ment categorised Hall ’s 
historical risk as high due to 
the double homicide, but his 
current clinical risk as very 
low, with no active psychiatric 
symptoms, and his future risk 
management as low, provided 
reintegration occurs with 
supervision and family sup-
port. Importantly, the evalua-
tion ruled out chronic psychot-
ic disorders such as 
schizophrenia, and his long-
term stability and cognitive 
preservation disprove such 
diagnoses. On criminal 
responsibility, Dr. Burkhardt 
offered two interpretations: 

the most probable being that 
Hall retained full responsibility 
at the time of the offence, with 
his actions reflecting immatu-
rity and poor impulse control 
rather than mental illness. A 
less likely alternative suggest-
ed a possible brief psychotic 
episode, but the absence of 
recurrence over thirty-eight 

years makes this explanation 
improbable. 
 
[13] Dr. Burkhardt found Hall 
fit to participate in sentencing 
proceedings, not a danger to 
himself or others due to men-
tal illness, and highly rehabili-
tated. The prognosis was 
described as excellent, with 

strong family support and 
vocational skills to aid reinte-
gration. 
 

Psychological Report 
[14] A psychological assess-
ment was conducted by Josh 
Hector, MSc Licensed 
Psychologist of Optimal 
Solutions, relying on the fol-
lowing sources of information; 
cl inical interview with Mr. 
Rudolph Hall; Collateral inter-
view with Mr. Leon Cornwall, 
Prison Counsellor, His 
Majesty’s Prison; Review of 
the Judgment of the High 
Court in Hall v Attorney 
General of Grenada (Claim 
No. GDAHCV2024/0410); 
Review of the available insti-
tutional records, including dis-
ciplinary and rehabilitation 
records; Review of historical 
psychiatric and medical 
records maintained during Mr. 
Hall’s incarceration. 
 
[15] The psychological report 
presents Rudolph Hall as a 
man who has undergone sig-
nificant rehabilitation during 
his thirty-eight years of incar-
ceration. The evaluation 
found him cooperative, emo-
tionally stable, and deeply 
remorseful, with a high level 
of insight into the immaturity 
and poor judgment that led to 
the offences. He consistently 
accepted responsibility with-

out minimisation, expressed 
genuine regret for the victims’ 
deaths, and articulated proso-
cial attitudes toward conflict 
resolution, emphasising com-
munication and restraint over 
aggression. Importantly, he 
demonstrated realistic plans 
for reintegration, including 
stable accommodation, family 
support, and employment 
opportunities. 
 
[16] Collateral evidence from 
Prison Counsellor Leon 
Cornwall reinforced these 
findings, describing Hall as 
emotionally mature, remorse-
ful, and a positive influence 
within the prison community. 
Cornwall noted that Hall has 
never exhibited a pattern of 
institutional violence and has 
instead served as a mentor 
and leader in rehabilitation 
programs, including the Big 
Brother Programme. His disci-
plinary record was generally 
stable, with minor infractions 
contextualised as non-violent 
and not indicative of ongoing 
risk. 
 
[17] The professional opinion 
of the psychologist concluded 
that while the double homi-
cide remains a serious histori-
cal factor, Hall no longer 
demonstrates the psychologi-
cal characteristics associated 
with a significant risk of future 
violence. At sixty-one years 
old, he shows emotional 
restraint, reflective thinking, 
and strong protective factors 
such as family support, voca-
tional skil ls, and genuine 
remorse. Ultimately, the report 
assessed him as presenting a 
low risk of future serious vio-
lence, provided reintegration 
occurs with appropriate 
supervision and support. 
 

Plea in Mitigation: 
[18] The Defendant 
addressed the Court in mitiga-
tion. He apologised and 
expressed deep sorrow for 
the pain and suffering caused 
by his actions. He accepted 
full responsibility, emphasis-
ing that he has never sought 
to excuse his conduct and 
acknowledged that nothing he 
can say or do will undo the 
harm or restore the lives lost. 
He described the transforma-
tive effect of nearly four 
decades in custody has had 
on him. He entered prison as 
a young man and is now an 
older man who has spent 
most of his adult life incarcer-
ated. He stated that those 
years have taught him 
patience, humility, and the 
value of human life. He high-
lighted his efforts during incar-
ceration to work diligently, 
respect prison authorities, and 
be a positive influence on fel-
low inmates. 
 
[19] The Defendant 
expressed gratitude to his 
family for their unwavering 
support, to prison officers and 
staff for their fairness, and to 
members of the church and 
other visitors who encouraged 
his growth. He indicated that, 
if released, he intends to live 
quietly and respectfully, sup-
porting his family and making 
constructive use of his 
remaining years. He asked 
the court to judge him not only 
by the offence committed in 
his youth but also by the life 
he has lived during his impris-
onment and the person he 
has become. He acknowl-
edged that no sentence can 
undo the harm caused, but he 

hopes his conduct demon-
strates that genuine change is 
possible. He respectfully 
requested the opportunity to 
spend his remaining years 
peacefully with his family. 
 

Character Witnesses 
[20] Ruth John (Mother of 
Rudolph Hall), describes 
Hall’s upbringing in a disci-
plined, God-fearing house-
hold, with a close bond with 
his siblings. The events lead-
ing to his conviction were a 
shock to the family, as she 
had never known him to be 
violent. Over thirty-eight years 
of imprisonment, she has 
observed profound changes 
in him; he has become 
calmer, more humble, and 
deeply remorseful. He has 
consistently accepted respon-
sibil ity for his actions and 
expressed sorrow for the vic-
t ims’ famil ies. Ruth John 
stresses that if released, Hall 
would l ive with her in 
Seamoon, St. Andrew, where 
he would have strong family 
support to reintegrate into 
society. She believes he has 
paid a heavy price, changed 
profoundly, and deserves the 
opportunity to live the remain-
der of his life as a law-abiding 
citizen. 
 
[21] Claude Joseph Douglas, 
a Sociologist and Lecturer, 
recounts knowing Hall since 
childhood, describing him as 
quiet, soft-spoken, and raised 
in a supportive community 
environment. He recalls the 
shock in their village when 
Rudolph was arrested, as he 
had no prior history of vio-
lence. Douglas later recon-
nected with him during prison 
ministry visits and found him 
respectful, reflective, and car-
ing, even showing paternal 
concern for his son. He 
emphasises that rehabilitation 
and transformation are possi-
ble, and in his view, Rudolph 
has changed fundamentally 
during his thirty-eight years of 
imprisonment. Douglas 
believes Rudolph is no longer 
a threat to public safety and is 
ready to reintegrate into soci-
ety, supported by family and 
community ties. 
 

SENTENCE 
[22] Using the Eastern 
Caribbean Supreme Court 
Sentencing Guideline for 
Homicide Offences and 
Practice Direction No. 3 of 
2021 reissued on 6th January 
2025. A conviction of an adult 
for the offence of murder may 
result in (a) a sentence of 
death where lawful; (b) a 
whole l i fe sentence; (c) a 
determinate sentence; or (d) 
detention at the court’s plea-
sure where an offender has 
been found to be insane or 
suffering relevant mental ill-
ness. The last of these sen-
tences is inapplicable in this 
case. 
 

Defendant’s Submissions 
on an appropriate Starting 

Point Sentence 
[23] The Defence argues that 
Hall has never received the 
individualised judicial sen-
tencing hearing to which he 
was entitled, and the court 
must now determine a sen-
tence that is just, and propor-
tionate, and constitutionally 
appropriate after nearly thirty-
eight years of continuous 
incarceration, and they rely on 
the authorities of Reyes v The 
Queen1, R v Hughes2, Fox v 
The Queen3, and Coard v 

Attorney General of 
Grenada4, cases that have 
collectively dismantled the 
legal foundation for automatic 
death sentences in the region, 
in favour of an approach that 
requires courts to weigh 
aggravating and mitigating cir-
cumstances before imposing 
capital punishment. While 
recognising the gravity of the 
offences, the Defence sub-
mits that the focus must be on 
Hall’s present circumstances, 
and his demonstrated rehabil-
itation. The Defence submits 
that Hall should be sentenced 
as he now appears before the 
court. 
 
[24] Applying the Sentencing 
Guidelines, the Defence sub-
mits that the death penalty is 
unavailable and a whole life 
sentence would be dispropor-
tionate. Whole life sentences 
are reserved for the most 
exceptional cases, and 
despite the Defendant having 
committed a double murder, 
the guidelines do not mandate 
the imposition of the death 
penalty or a whole life sen-
tence in every instance of 
double murder. Instead, the 
court must consider the 
offender’s personal circum-
stances, the fact that he has 
been rehabilitated, his age, 
mental health, and whether 
he presents a risk to the soci-
ety. The Defendant is no 
longer the young man convict-
ed in 1988 but a rehabilitated 
middle-aged man with 
decades of positive institution-
al history. The Defence 
argues that the purposes for 
imposing a sentence of 
imprisonment; punishment, 
deterrence, protection of the 
public, and rehabilitation have 
already been substantially 
achieved. 
 
[25] In that regard, the 
Defence submits that the 
Defendant’s lengthy imprison-
ment; the significance of his 
rehabilitation; the psychiatric 
and psychological assess-
ments, and social inquiry 
report; are all relevant in 
determining an appropriate 
starting sentence. They sub-
mit that as regards the princi-
ple of proportionality, the 
Defendant’s thirty-eight years 
in custody equates to approxi-
mately fifty-seven years of a 
determinate sentence under 
Grenada’s remission rules, 
which should carry substantial 
weight in deciding the appro-
priate starting sentence and 
whether further imprisonment 
is necessary. 
 
[26] The Defence submits that 
the appropriate sentence in 
this case must be a determi-
nate sentence or alternatively 
one that renders Hall immedi-
ately eligible for release. They 
contend that imposing a 
whole l i fe sentence now 
would be unconstitutional, dis-
proportionate, and inconsis-
tent with both the Sentencing 
Guidelines and modern princi-
ples of justice. 
 

The Prosecution’s 
Submissions 

[27] In its sentencing submis-
sions, the prosecution argued 
that the murders committed 
by Hall were exceptionally 
serious, brutal, and unpro-
voked, warranting the highest 
penalty available under mod-
ern law. They emphasised 
that Hall shot two young vic-
tims with an illegal firearm 

(Continue on page 20)

Acting DPP Howard Pinnock was involved on behalf 
of the Crown
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Dear Dr. Ezra, 
 
What exactly do you 
expect? How could a doc-
ument clear a rigorous, 
three-month peer review 

without f irst passing a 
comprehensive data verifi-
cation process? That is 
simply impossible. 
  With respect, it appears 
you do not ful ly under-

Pierre launches attack on Dr Ezra Matthias
Under fire for his latest political survey in Grenada, con-
troversial Canadian-based Justine Pierre has launched a 
blistering attack on Dr Ezra Matthias who raised some 
concerns about his work. 
 Pierre has told Dr Mathias who has done statistical 
work himself that his criticism of a particular section of 
the report is nothing but “highly disrespectful to the sta-
tistical profession.” 
 “… It appears you do not fully understand the process 
involved, as this is outside your area of expertise as a 
statistician,” said the Grenadian-born Pierre who is from 
the tiny village of Fontenoy in the St George North-west 
constituency. 
 Pierre’s political survey indicated that there was a close 
struggle in the upcoming general election between 
Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell and Opposition Leader 
Emmalin Pierre who is leading her New National Party 
(NNP) into battle in the upcoming general election 
against the governing Congress party. 
 At issue is concerns raised by Dr Mathias with the fail-
ure of Pierre to give any particulars in a section of the 
report under the heading listed as “Item No.16” which 
specifically dealt with “Data Validation Note.” 
 There was nothing under the column in the report 
which raised concerns. 
 Following is the blistering response from Pierre to the 
cobcerns raised by Dr. Mathias:-

stand the process 
involved, as this is outside 
your area of expertise as a 
statistician. Furthermore, 
we are releasing the report 
in sections as per our pub-
lication protocol.  

psephology, statistics, and 
electoral science. 
  Your criticism, therefore, 
is unwarranted and 
appears to be based on 
partisan commentary from 
sources such as George 
Worme, rather than on a 
technical review of our 
methodology. George 
Worme is not a statistician. 
 You may recall that your 
review of our work in April 
2026 was assessed by the 
review committee as lack-
ing a firm understanding of 
the subject area of statis-
tics and psephology. 
 We are statisticians. 
Certified, and membership 
of a globe organisation.  
 We know what we are 
doing. We have been 
doing this for over 25 
years.  
 Every survey we conduct 
is supported by some of 
the universities in India 
with whom we have formal 
MOUs in place. Your accu-
sation is highly disrespect-
ful to the statistical profes-
sion. 
 We stand firmly behind 
our methodology, our 
process, and the integrity 
of our findings. 

full report, including the 
detailed data verification 
and validation audit trail, 
you may purchase the 
licensed copy. 
  The very fact that we 
explicitly mentioned the 
data verification process in 
the published summary 
proves that we were fully 
aware of it and that it was 
accounted for in our 

methodology. 
  I fail to understand the 
premise of your l ine of 
questioning. How could 
any credible research firm 
conduct a national survey 
without going through a 
comprehensive data vali-
dation and verif ication 
process? 
  This is a foundational, 
non-negotiable step in 

  The full document is over 
130 pages, excluding ref-
erences. Therefore, we are 
releasing it in small, 
digestible sections for the 
newspapers to ensure 
public comprehension.  
  If you wish to review the 

On 30th January 2026, 
Grenada and the United 
States signed a non-bind-
ing memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) pro-
viding for the potential 
transfer to Grenada of 
third-country nationals 
subject to removal from 
the United States. 
 Grenada had init ial ly 
declined the US proposal, 
but agreed to the arrange-
ment following repeated 
requests from the US gov-
ernment. 
 Under the MOU, the 
United States may pro-
pose persons for transfer, 
while Grenada retains dis-
cretion to accept or reject 
them on a case-by-case 
basis. Grenada may give 
preference to people 
whose skills or competen-
cies could contribute to 
the country’s develop-
ment. 
 Prime Minister Dickon 
Mitchell presented the 
arrangement as a poten-
tial means of addressing 
labour shortages, particu-
larly in the construction, 
agriculture and hospitality 
sectors. 
 The MOU includes assur-

ances that people trans-
ferred to Grenada will not 
be subjected to persecu-
tion or torture there or 
subsequently transferred 
to a country where they 
would face such treat-
ment. 
 However, the Third 
Country Deportation 
Watch, a joint initiative of 
Human Rights First and 
Refugees International, 
has raised concerns about 
the risks associated with 
the agreement. 
 Grenada is not a party to 
the 1951 Refugee 
Convention or its 1967 
Protocol and has no dedi-
cated national legislation 
or formal procedure for 
refugee status determina-
tion. 
 Any refugee or asylum 
request goes through 
immigration regulations. 
Although the principle of 
non-refoulement remains 
binding on all states as a 
norm of customary inter-
national law, the absence 
of a domestic framework 
raises questions about 
how Grenada would iden-
tify and protect transferred 
people who fear persecu-

tion or torture. 
 As of 11th August 2026, 
no transfers to Grenada 
were known to have taken 
place under the agree-
ment. 
 These concerns 
increased in July 2026, 
when leaders of the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM), including 
Grenada, said the pro-
posed arrangements 
would facilitate the transit 
of third-country nationals 
to their countries of origin 
rather than their settle-
ment in Caribbean states. 
 Third Country Deportation 
Watch warned that 
onward removals could 
result in successive trans-
fers that ultimately return a 
person to a country where 
they face persecution, tor-
ture or other serious harm. 
 Between January 2025 
and mid-August 2026, the 
United States forcibly 
transferred over 23,000 
people to 26 third coun-
tries, with some subjected 
to arbitrary detention, fam-
ily separation, and other 
harms.

Grenada-US deportation agreement 
raises human rights concerns

Justine Pierre – under tremendous criticisms in 
some local quarters 

Dr Ezra Matthias - has been one of the driving 
forces behind the Grenada National Trust since 
returning home

File photo of deportees boarding a flight after being thrown out of the United 
States by ICE agents
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Christelene Henry 
 
On August 22, a Rayneau 
concrete truck disrupted a 
political meeting being held 
by Opposit ion Leader 
Emmalin Pierre. The 
Company subsequently 
issued an apology, promised 
to investigate the incident 
and presented its response 
as an expression of responsi-
ble corporate leadership. 
 On the surface, welcoming 
the apology as corporate 
accountabil i ty seems fair 
enough. But beneath the sur-
face, we must ask: was the 
August 22 incident just a sin-
gle lapse in judgment by 
overzealous Rayneau 
employees, or did it expose a 
pattern of behaviour that 
Woodford residents have 
endured for some time? 
 Our experience predates 
August 22. At a community 
meeting on March 8, 2025, 
called by residents con-
cerned about the lack of con-
sultation surrounding 
Rayneau's expanding indus-
trial development, a sizable 
contingent of Rayneau work-
ers arrived together. The 
atmosphere became tense 
and considerable restraint 
was required to prevent the 

Rayneau’s Apology: What About Woodford?

A worker surveys the broken Mt. Dor Farm Road, with the Rayneau plant almost directly in 
line with the road below. Once motorable, the road has now failed at three points along the 
stretch bordering Rayneau’s Woodford operations, disrupting access to homes and agricul-
tural lands

meeting from being derailed. 
 There was an irony here. 
Residents had organised the 
meeting because the devel-
oper itself had not provided 
the meaningful community 
engagement they were seek-
ing. After that experience, we 
became cautious about pub-
licly advertising community 
meetings and for some time 
we did not. 
  In July, just before Carnival, 
when as a community group -
WEACT - Woodford 
Environmental Alliance for 
Community Transformation - 
held an open-air meeting 
which was advertised, 
Rayneau workers again 
appeared in numbers. They 
arrived in a company vehicle 
and many came in company 
uniforms, at 6.30 in the 
evening. 
  Fortunately, the disruption 
we feared did not materialise. 
But residents should not have 
to brace themselves for the 
arrival of company employ-
ees simply because they are 
meeting to discuss activities 
affecting their community. 
Sadly, these encounters have 
not been confined to meet-
ings. 
 A few weeks ago when a 
Rayneau tractor overturned 
into the Douce River, right 
next to the plant and I went to 
photograph the scene, a 
worker confronted me and 
threatened me for taking pho-
tos. I subsequently reported 

the incident to the police. 
 Days later, a vehicle belong-
ing to me, though driven by 
someone else, had a disturb-
ing encounter with a Rayneau 
truck on the road. Shortly 
afterwards, workers outside 
the company's premises 
recognised the vehicle and 
jeered and gesticulated 
towards it. 
  Any one of these incidents 
might be explained away as 
the conduct of an individual 
worker. But that explanation 
becomes harder to accept 
when workers respond in 
similar ways - repeatedly 
appear in numbers, and do 
so, using company transport, 
in company uniform or from 
company premises. 
  What then explains such 
collective, coordinated behav-
iour? Are workers acting 
entirely on their own, or are 
they responding to signals - 
explicit or implicit - about how 
residents who challenge the 
company's activities are to be 
regarded? 
  We do not claim to know the 
answer. But where a pattern 
of conduct involves multiple 
employees and company 
resources or premises, it is 
no longer unreasonable to 
ask what role corporate cul-
ture, management signals 
and supervision may be play-
ing? 
  That is why Rayneau's 
August 22 apology matters. 
  Woodford has spent nearly 
two years raising concerns 
about a major industrial 
development operating along-

side a residential community: 
noise, dust, excavation, road 
instability, river siltation, dam-
age to infrastructure, such 
that they can’t easily access 
homes and farms, threats to 
fishing and coastal resources, 
and the absence of meaning-
ful community involvement in 
decisions profoundly affecting 
them. 
  In such circumstances, the 
imbalance of power is consid-
erable. A large company has 
machinery, trucks, employ-
ees, resources and access. 
Residents have their homes, 
their voices and their right to 
organise peacefully. 
  No resident should feel 
intimidated for attending a 
community meeting, ques-
tioning a development or doc-
umenting something of legiti-
mate public concern. Nor 
should workers be encour-
aged - or permitted - to 
behave as though defending 
their employer requires con-
fronting the surrounding com-
munity. 
  If disrupting a political meet-
ing is inconsistent with 
responsible corporate behav-
iour, then the same principle 
must apply when ordinary vil-
lagers organise themselves 
to protect their homes, liveli-
hoods and environment. 
  It is not about how well a 
company can apologise after. 
Corporate responsibil i ty 
doesn’t rest only with what 
happens inside its gates 
while disowning what hap-
pens immediately outside 
them.  

The National Water and 
Sewerage Authority (NAWASA) 
is advancing a series of short-
term interventions to strength-
en water availability in south-
east St. George and southern 
St. David, following the tempo-
rary decommissioning of the 
Baillies Bacolet Well #2 (BB2) 
due to saltwater intrusion. 
Baillies Bacolet Well #2 is a 
groundwater abstraction sys-
tem that normally produces 
approximately 110,000 gallons 
of water per day, which is 
transferred to the La Pastora 
Storage Tank for disinfection 
and distribution. It is one of 
three wells commissioned in 
the early 1980s and is the clos-
est of the three to Grenada’s 
eastern coastline. 
 During the peak of the 2026 
dry season, NAWASA’s contin-
uous water quality monitoring 
confirmed increased salinity at 
BB2 as a result of saltwater 
intrusion. Water from the well 
was found to be outside the 
recommended drinking-water 
quality range for this parame-
ter, necessitating its temporary 
removal from service. 
 The shutdown has reduced 
available water supply in St. 
David by approximately 
110,000 gallons per day and 
has placed additional pressure 
on surrounding water supply 
systems. 
 
Impact on Water Distribution 
To manage the reduced supply 
and allow storage tanks ade-
quate t ime to recharge, 
NAWASA has implemented 
nightly water supply interrup-
tions between 9:00 p.m. and 
5:00 a.m., consistent with mea-
sures previously employed dur-
ing periods of reduced produc-
tion in the dry season. 
Communities directly affected 

include Corinth, Westerhall, 
Fort Jeudy, Westerhall Point, 
Petite Bacaye, Red Gate and 
La Calome. 
 The impact extends beyond 
these communities because 
the La Pastora Storage Tank 
also supports the Morne Delice 
System and Woburn distribu-
tion network. Consequently, 
reduced availabil i ty at La 
Pastora is also affecting 
Calivigny, Egmont and Confer. 
 To effectively manage avail-
able storage and maintain dis-
tribution throughout the wider 
network, NAWASA is also 
required to regulate supply 
from both tanks at Morne 
Delice between 9:00 p.m. and 
5:00 a.m. 
  NAWASA recognises the 
inconvenience these interrup-
tions create for households 
and businesses and is working 
to reduce the duration and fre-
quency of supply disruptions 
wherever system conditions 
permit. 
 

Moving from Immediate 
Response to Supply 

Resilience 
NAWASA has identified five 
strategic short-term interven-
tions aimed at increasing water 
production, strengthening inter-
connections and improving the 
flexibility and reliability of the 
affected water supply systems. 
These include upgrades to the 
Baillies Bacolet Well #3, which 
are expected to increase pro-
duction from approximately 
300,000 to 450,000 gallons per 
day, and the recommissioning 
of Woodlands Well #3, which 
could add approximately 
110,000 gallons per day to the 
south St. George supply sys-
tem. The Authority is also pur-
suing the recommissioning of 
the La Sagesse Well and 

advancing key interconnec-
tions within the Woburn, 
Egmont and surrounding sys-
tems. 
The five interventions are at 
varying stages of development 
and implementation, with tar-
geted completion dates 
between October and 
December 2026. 
 
Preparing Ahead of the 2027 

Dry Season 
While these interventions will 
not el iminate the need for 
longer-term investment in addi-
tional water production and 
storage, they form part of 
NAWASA’s immediate strategy 
to strengthen system resilience 
and improve reliability in com-
munities that remain particular-
ly vulnerable to water short-
ages. 
 The Authority is prioritising 
interventions that can deliver 
addit ional production and 
improve the movement of 
water between systems before 
the onset of the 2027 dry sea-
son. 
 NAWASA will continue to mon-
itor production, storage levels 
and water quality across the 
affected systems and wil l 
adjust distribution schedules as 
conditions improve. 
 Customers in affected commu-
nities are encouraged to main-
tain adequate household stor-
age, use water responsibly and 
pay close attention to official 
NAWASA advisories regarding 
changes to supply schedules. 
 NAWASA thanks customers 
for their continued patience 
and cooperation as the 
Authority works to strengthen 
water security and improve the 
reliabil i ty of supply across 
south-east St. George and 
southern St. David. 

NAWASA Advances Water Supply Solutions for 
South-East St. George and Southern St. David
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Co-op Bank Joins UN’s Hireability Campaign 
for Disability-Inclusive Employment 

the talents of all people, 
including those with dis-
abil i t ies. This includes 
supporting equitable hiring 
practices that promote 
equal access and opportu-
nity for al l, while also 
upholding dignity and 
respect for all, in keeping 
with the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD). 
The Bank’s participation in 
the Hireability Campaign 
reflects its recognition that 
meaningful inclusion 
requires more than 
acknowledgement, but 
rather, deliberate action to 
ensure people with disabil-
ities have opportunities to 
participate, contribute and 

thrive in the workplace. 
As the only indigenous 
bank, Co-op Bank 
believes that building a 
stronger and more sus-
tainable workforce 
requires ensuring that tal-
ent and potential are not 
overlooked because of 
one’s disability. The Bank 
looks forward to working 
alongside the United 
Nations Caribbean, people 
with disabil i t ies and 
Organisations of Persons 
with Disabilities as it takes 
this important step 
towards a more inclusive 
workplace, and by exten-
sion, a more inclusive 
Grenada. 
 

As Spicemas celebrations 
concluded in Grenada, 
producers from T&T have 
stamped their names on 
the 2026 Soca Monarch 
stage. Michael “Stemz” 
Ramroop S’obrian is the 
man behind the winning 
groovy song, while Mevon 
“XplicitMevon” Soodeen 
produced the second-
place power track. 
 Thousands gathered at 
the country’s national sta-
dium on Bacchanal Friday 
night as their favourite 
artistes vied for both 
crowns. Twelve performed 
in each category. 
 Sabrina, the fourth act of 
the night, was crowned the 
Groovy Queen after a 
compelling performance of 
Honour You. Produced by 
Stemz, the track also fea-
tures live guitars by T&T’s 
Kyle Peters and was 

mixed and mastered by 
T&T’s Johann Seaton. 
 Speaking to Guardian 
Media, Stemz—who also 
produced Bunji Garlin’s hit 
Carry It—recalled his man-
ager randomly telling him, 
‘You’re going to Grenada.’ 
Sabrina and her team 
loved the energy and 
sound of his previous pro-
ductions and wanted to 
work together in person. 
 He was grateful to write 
and “experiment” with 
them, even as they spent 
several hours in the stu-
dio. “This is how it ’s 
done… You’re not just 
building something and 
saying ‘Take that and write 
on it because this is what I 
want it to sound like.’ It’s a 
collaborative effort.” He 
asked for five of her best 
unreleased songs to 
choose what he believed 

would work best. 
 Hailing her as a versatile 
artiste, he said, “All the 
songs were great but out 
of all, (Honour You), in my 
opinion, had the most 
potential.” And he was 
right. He woke up to his 
phone “blowing up” on 
Saturday morning, learn-
ing that she had won. 
 He said he is thrilled not 
only for Sabrina but also 
for the people of Grenada. 
“I feel just an overall sense 
of joy because everybody 
that listened to this song 
just showed so much love 
and admiration for it from 
day one… (Grenada got) a 
champion who is really 
good at what she does.” 
 He said he always aims to 
make memorable tracks, 
adding that there’s no bet-
ter feeling than someone 

T&T producers shine on Grenada’s 
Soca Monarch stage

(Continue on page 18)

 Nicola Philip, Executive Manager - Human Resources, proudly displays 
Co-op Bank's signed Disability Inclusive Employer Pledge.

Grenada Co-operative 
Bank Limited has pledged 
its commitment to creating 
a more inclusive work-
place by signing the 
Disabil i ty Inclusive 
Employer Pledge, a joint 
United Nations Caribbean 
Initiative under the UN’s 
Hireability Campaign. The 
pledge was signed as part 
of the official launch cere-
mony of the Hireabil i ty 
Campaign held virtually on 
Thursday, August 27th, 
2026. 
 Co-op Bank is the only 
local institution to sign the 
pledge thus far, marking 
an important step in 
advancing disability inclu-
sion and equitable 
employment opportunities 
within the local workplace. 
During the launch, Nicola 
Philip, Executive 
Manager, Human 
Resources, delivered the 
Bank’s 
commitment statement, 
affirming its intention to 
move beyond words and 
take tangible steps 
towards creating opportu-

nities for people with dis-
abilities. 
 As an initial action under 
its commitment, Co-op 
Bank intends to introduce 
an internship programme 
for people with disabilities. 
This aims to provide 
meaningful workplace 
exposure and professional 
development while allow-
ing the Bank to also learn 
from the experience, iden-
tify potential barriers and 
explore opportunities for 
greater inclusion. 
“At Grenada Co-operative 
Bank Limited, we believe 
that abil i ty and talent 
should never be overshad-
owed by one’s disability,” 
Ms. Philip stated in deliv-
ering the Bank’s commit-
ment statement. She con-
cluded “We see this as the 
beginning of a much 
broader journey towards 
greater inclusion and 
equal opportunity”. 
Through the pledge, Co-
op Bank has committed to 
creating an inclusive and 
responsive workplace that 
acknowledges and values 
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Haiti’s plight must not be 
forgotten because it is no 
longer a regular feature of 
international headlines. 
The suffering has not 
diminished. Between 
January and early June 
2026, at least 2,310 peo-
ple were killed, 1,106 were 
injured and 99 were kid-
napped, according to the 
United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC). 
 It also reported that 699 
women and girls were vic-
tims of sexual violence, 
and that almost 1.47 mil-
lion people had been dis-
placed within Haiti by May. 
 These figures should dis-
turb the conscience of 
every nation. They also 

Haiti – Stop the money flow to Organised Crime
point to a truth that gov-
ernments must now con-
front. Force alone cannot 
restore order. The gangs’ 
money, weapons and traf-
ficking routes must be cut 
off, and those who 
finance, supply and pro-
tect them must be pur-
sued. 
 Armed gangs retain effec-
tive control over large 
parts of Port-au-Prince. 
They have also pushed 
into important roads, ports, 
coastal areas and com-
mercial routes. Their oper-
ations extend beyond ter-
rorising communities. 
They control movement, 
extort money, seize goods 
and impose their own 
authority where the Haitian 
State is absent or too 
weak to resist them. 
 In July, UNODC put the 
matter plainly before the 
United Nations Security 
Council. Haiti’s crisis, it 
said, should not be regard-
ed as a security crisis 
alone. It is also a gover-
nance crisis sustained by 
organised crime. 
 A security crisis might be 
answered largely by supe-

rior force. A governance 
crisis driven by organised 
crime requires much more. 
It requires action against 
extortion, kidnapping, 
arms and narcotics traf-
ficking, money laundering, 
corruption and the people 
who provide political pro-
tection. 
 It also requires courts, 
prosecutors, prisons and 
police institutions capable 
of enforcing the law. No 
one should misunderstand 
this argument. The United 
Nations-authorised Gang 
Suppression Force is nec-
essary. 
 The Haitian authorities 
requested it, and people 
living under gang rule can-
not be left defenceless. 
Yet, by July, just over 
1,000 personnel had been 
deployed. That is 4,500 
less than the approved 
number. 
 The Force requires the 
personnel, f inancing, 
equipment and logistical 
support necessary to carry 
out its mandate. But the 
Force cannot do every-
thing. It may recover a 
road, a port or a police 

station. It cannot, by itself, 
stop new weapons arriv-
ing, identify those launder-
ing the proceeds of crime 
or prosecute the people 
who finance and protect 
the gangs. 
 If those networks remain 
untouched, gang leaders 
will be replaced, weapons 
will be replenished and 
lost territory wil l  be 
reclaimed. This was the 
concern I raised as the 
Ambassador of Antigua 
and Barbuda at the OAS 
General Assembly in 
Panama in June. 
 We called for coordinated 
hemispheric action to dis-
rupt drug trafficking, illicit 
f inancial f lows and the 
cross-border movement of 
weapons and criminals. 
 We also urged govern-
ments to identify, sanction 
and prosecute those who 
finance or materially sup-
port the gangs, whether 
they operate inside Haiti or 
beyond its borders. 
UNODC’s subsequent 
assessment reinforced the 
urgency of that position. 
 Haiti’s record of financial 
enforcement is particularly 

troubling. UNODC reports 
that the country’s financial 
intelligence unit received 
1,254 suspicious transac-
tion reports between 2019 
and 2024. Only 19 were 
sent to the judicial authori-
ties. None resulted in a 
conviction. 
 The United Nations sanc-
tions list for Haiti contains 
only nine individuals and 
two entities, both of them 
gangs. Canada, the United 
States, the United 
Kingdom and the 
European Union have 
sanctioned a wider group 
of political and economic 
figures. Even so, the wider 
networks have not yet 
been systematically inves-
tigated and punished. 
 The OAS General 
Assembly has called for 
intelligence-sharing and 
customs cooperation to 
stop weapons and money 
reaching the gangs. It has 
also supported SECURE-
Haiti and closer coordina-
tion with the United 
Nations and CARICOM. 
 CARICOM continues to 
support the Gang 
Suppression Force, pro-
vide humanitarian assis-
tance and encourage polit-
ical dialogue through its 
Eminent Persons Group. 
CARICOM IMPACS and 
the Caribbean Firearms 
Roadmap have also 
improved regional cooper-
ation against firearms traf-
ficking. 
 However, these efforts 
remain divided among 
security assistance, politi-
cal dialogue, humanitarian 
relief and weapons con-
trol. There is still no clearly 
identified body bringing 
together the financial intel-
ligence officers, customs 
authorities, coast guards, 
f irearms investigators, 
anti-narcotics agencies 
and prosecutors needed to 
pursue the networks as a 

whole. 
 What is required now is a 
practical arrangement join-
ing the Haitian authorities, 
the OAS, CARICOM and 
UNODC in a common 
effort against the transna-
tional organised criminal 
networks sustaining the 
gangs. Its work should 
combine financial intelli-
gence, customs informa-
tion, firearms tracing, mar-
it ime surveil lance, 
anti-narcotics activity and 
prosecutorial cooperation. 
 It should map financial 
and commercial l inks, 
trace seized weapons and 
ammunition, scrutinise 
suspicious cargo and mar-
itime movements, prepare 
evidence for sanctions, 
support joint investiga-
tions, and pursue the 
freezing and lawful recov-
ery of criminal assets. 
 Source and transit coun-
tries have a particular 
duty. The weapons and 
ammunition that sustain 
Haiti ’s gangs are over-
whelmingly drawn from 
external supply chains. 
Haiti cannot police cargo 
controls at foreign ports, 
trace money through for-
eign financial centres or 
prevent diversion before 
weapons enter illicit supply 
chains. 
 Outbound cargo screen-
ing, tighter oversight of 
shippers, systematic 
weapons tracing and 
investigation of diverted 
legal purchases cannot be 
left to Haiti alone. 
 Sanctions should not end 
with the men who hold the 
guns. Where reliable evi-
dence establishes involve-
ment, they should also 
reach the people who buy 
the weapons, arrange their 
shipment, conceal criminal 
proceeds or use political 
and commercial influence 
to protect the gangs. 
 Such action must be law-

ful and precise. Financial 
measures should be 
directed at identified per-
sons, businesses and 
transactions, with proper 
safeguards and due 
process. 
 While external assistance 
is vital in this process, 
Haitian institutions must 
be bolstered. Haiti’s spe-
cialised judicial units for 
f inancial crimes must 
become fully operational. 
Investigators, prosecutors, 
judges, prison authorities 
and anti-corruption bodies 
need protection, resources 
and technical support. 
 Financial intell igence 
must produce investiga-
tions; investigations must 
produce cases; and con-
victions should lead to the 
recovery of criminal 
assets. 
 The problem is no longer 
a lack of diagnosis. 
UNODC has provided it. 
The OAS and CARICOM 
have recognised important 
parts of it. What is stil l 
lacking is coordinated exe-
cution. Force can create 
the t ime and space in 
which Haiti might recover. 
But if the people who 
finance, arm, transport 
and protect the gangs 
remain untouched, the 
Haitian people wil l  be 
made to endure the same 
cycle again. 
 The international commu-
nity must therefore act 
decisively to disrupt the 
financial network that ille-
gally sustains the gangs. 
Stopping the violence 
requires stopping the 
money that empowers it. 
 
(Sir Ronald Sanders is 
Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Ambassador to the 
United States and the 
Organization of 
American States. He is 
also the Chancellor of 
the University of 
Guyana. The views 
expressed are entirely 
his own.)

T&T producers shine on Grenada’s 
Soca Monarch stage

* From page 17 
 
believing in your brand 
“and you delivering exactly 
what they wanted.” 
 Peters, Stemz said, adds 
“smoothness” to any song 
he touches. 
 Seaton said he is also 
“extremely happy” and 
that these achievements 
are always a good look. 
 Meanwhile, after his 2026 
T&T Road March win with 
Encore, XplicitMevon has 
now made his mark on 
Spicemas 2026. His pro-
duction Next Blessing by 

Muddy placed second in 
the Power category, just 
trailing Snakey’s winning 
song Raging Seas. 
 He and Muddy discussed 
working together just after 
T&T’s Carnival celebra-
tions this year. They previ-
ously collaborated in 2023 
for the Elements Riddim 
with Bongo Mas, and 
Muddy also placed second 
then. 
 The two-time Road 
March-winning producer 
said he was honoured the 
singer chose to compete 
with Next Blessing from all 

his other releases this 
season. “(It) seemed to be 
the song that resonated 
the most in Grenada.” 
 Focused on just making 
good music, they only 
considered Soca Monarch 
when the registration 
deadline was nearing. A 
live remix was also done, 
which they consider a bit 
more high-energy. “But 
overall I felt really happy 
and proud to see thou-
sands react and enjoy not 
only the music, but the 
message of Next 
Blessing.”
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By Raman Paudel 
 
KATHMANDU - On Sunday 
afternoon, Mingma Tamang, 
29, rushed into the TU 
Teaching Hospital’s emer-
gency ward, where a rescue 
team had just brought in an 
injured person in the Rasuwa 
flash flood – but she soon left 
grim-faced. 
 Mingma, who has been 
searching for her husband, 
Manoj Tamang, 20, missing 
in the flood, moved towards 
the hospital’s reception area, 
her eyes circling the wall 
where hundreds of photos of 
unidentified bodies hang. 
 She entered the hospital 
carrying her husband’s photo 
in her hand. She again 
walked out of the gate with 
tears in her eyes. 
 After her husband Manoj 
went missing in the devastat-
ing flood, locally referred to 
as a ‘Himalayan tsunami’, in 
Rasuwa, Nepal, one of the 
major ports to China, she 
spent each day trudging 
through the hospitals’ emer-
gency wards and mortuaries 
in the capital, Kathmandu. 
 With her head covered by a 
colourful f lowered scarf 
(Fulbuttey Rumal, commonly 
used as a love metaphor in 
Nepali literature), the newly-
wed, six-month-pregnant 
woman has searched in vain. 
 Living in a small town 
named Tarkeshwor, located 
near the capital, Kathmandu, 
Mingma had bid farewell to 
her husband, Manoj, with a 
warm hug last Saturday. 
 Manoj, a driver by profes-
sion, imports freight vehicles 
from China through the 
Kerung border in Rasuwa. 
 “On Wednesday morning, a 
few hours before the flood in 
Rasuwa, my husband called 
me around 7 am (local time). 
After a short formal conver-
sation, I hung up,” she recalls 
about the last time she heard 
his voice. 
 “When the news of the flood 
came around 9.30 am local 
time, I immediately called 
him, but the phone was 
already disconnected. Then I 
called the other members of 
Manoj’s team one by one, but 
no one was connected. 
Finally, my father-in-law 
answered a call, but at that 
time he was not in a condi-
tion to talk.” 
 Manoj and his father, 
Tikaram Tamang (42), and 
three nephews are in the 
same profession. 
 Only Tikaram managed to 
escape just seconds before 
the f lood came sweeping 
away thousands. 
 The death toll, according to 
the National Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management 
Authority (NDRRMA), is 
1,003 with 3,916 people 
missing, including 583 for-
eign nationals. China report-
ed 16 deaths and 546 miss-
ing, including 261 foreigners, 
as of Sunday. 
 “I was just walking around 
Kerung, a port town. My son 
was inside the container, and 
some others were having 
tea; some were in the truck. 
Suddenly, something like a 
thick cloud came towards us 
with a loud noise from above. 
It came as fast as an eagle’s 
wings covering a chicken,” 
Tikaram recalled. 

 “In the steep and narrow 
market, I couldn’t even guess 
what that thing was. I ran 
upstairs. If I had been even 
10 seconds later, I would 
have been swept away by 
the f lood. When I looked 
back, people were running 
away crying and screaming. 
As I looked, the entire market 
had been covered in flood-
waters. I could only sit on the 
small ledge above the market 
and watch. When I remem-
bered my son and nephews, 
my mind blanked.” 
 According to Tikaram, the 
devastating f lood hit him 
along with his entire family so 
badly that he was unable to 
speak about it or make any 
decisions until the day after 
the flood. 
 “Not only five members of 
my family, but at least 20 of 
my relatives and very close 
young individuals have also 
disappeared before my eyes 
in the flood. In such a condi-
tion, I couldn’t control my 
emotions and mind. I didn’t 
know what I did or where I 
walked. There has been no 
news of them for six days 
now. 
 The lack of information has 
meant that he hasn’t been 
able to perform last rites. 
 On the sixth day after the 
flood, Tikaram arrived back in 
Kathmandu and visited all 
hospitals where f lood-hit 
injured were being treated. 
 He had spent the previous 
five days walking about 400 
km along the river from 
Rasuwa to Nawalparasi dis-
trict in the hope he would find 
his son Manoj and his col-
leagues. 
 Tikaram finds he cannot 
think about the future after 
losing many people along 
with all his property. 
 In recent days, thousands of 
residents displaced by the 
floods are living in tents pro-
vided by the government. 
 The government hasn’t 
released the data on how 
many residents require reset-
tlement. 
 Many affected people want 
the rescue teams to move 
faster with their rescue and 
relief efforts. 
 They point to a single team 
from the Nepalese army dig-
ging out a hydropower tunnel 
using an excavator, where 
more than 600 people are 
believed to have been 
trapped for the last six days. 
 “I am disappointed that the 

government fails to search 
our family members. I want 
all district leaders, including 
federal leaders, to search for 
our people. But rescue work-
ers are visible only on social 
media and in the sky, flying 
helicopters. It’s already the 
sixth day, as the hope of life 
is very low. The government 
is doing a very slow search 
and rescue operation. If a 
skil led team had been 
brought in from abroad and 
deployed for the rescue oper-
ation since the first day of the 
flood, many people would 
have been rescued. Even 
today, six days later, no res-
cue has been done,” Tikaram 
said. 
 Tikaram added that the gov-
ernment focuses on relief 
distribution rather than on the 
rescue of the people trapped. 
 Hit Kumari Tamang (42) is 
searching for her son Milan 
Tamang, 26, who went miss-
ing from the Kerung Border 
during the flood. 
 He had called his mother on 
the phone the night before 
the devastating flood. Hit 
Kumari recalls that they 
talked for minutes about their 
family expenses. 
 When the news appeared on 
social media on Wednesday 
morning, Hit Kumari called 
Milan to verify whether he 
was safe. But didn’t get a 
connection. 
 “He was a pillar of my family, 
arranging the monthly finan-
cial expenses. Now I don’t 
know what will happen. Even 
more than the f inancial 
expenses, the major loss is 
that my son went missing. If 
the rescue team had worked 
promptly on day one, my son 
would have returned. I have 
no hope now, as it’s already 
the sixth day of the incident,” 
Hit Kumari said, gett ing 
deeply emotional. 
 Many complained that the 
technology and the skilled 
manpower of a small and 
financially weak Himalayan 
country seem to be insuffi-
cient. 
 Independent writers, includ-
ing experts, have criticised 
government efforts. 
 “Unimaginable damage can-
not be faced by showing 
arrogance. It is the responsi-
bility of the ruling party to get 
off the horse of arrogance 
and lead the work of mobilis-
ing the entire national 
strength. Why were foreign 
rescuers not allowed to come 

Families in Desperate Search for Victims 
of the ‘Himalayan Tsunami’ in Nepal

he faced hate speech and 
social media attacks. 
 While the Nepal government 
initially rejected foreign offers 
to help with dealing with the 
flood crisis, it has agreed to 
allow Chinese and Indian 
experts in to help with rescue 
support. 
 On Sunday evening, Prime 
Minister Balendra Shah post-
ed a Facebook status that 
almost 21,000 security per-
sonnel, along with civilian 
workers and volunteers, were 
involved in the rescue opera-
tions. 
 Dharmaraj Upreti, Executive 
Chief of the National Disaster 
Risk Reduction and 
Management Authority 
(NDRRMA), agreed that 
there have been some 
delays due to geographical 
complexity and lack of infra-
structure. 
 Upreti added that technical 
challenges have emerged in 
the rescue operation due to 
damage to tunnels and 
remote mountainous areas. 
 
 Badly Affected Indigenous 
Community in Himalayan 

Region 
 According to the latest 
national census of Nepal, the 
Tamang community in the 
Rasuwa district, close to the 
China border, has a popula-
tion of 33,000, or 69.6% of 

the district population. Known 
as the guardians and protec-
tors of nature, the Indigenous 
community of Rasuwa 
blames climate change for 
the disasters. 
 While the government has 
yet to release factual data on 
loss and damage, including 
the families at risk and dis-
placed by floods in the area, 
the issue of resettlement is 
now a new crisis. 
 

Fear for the Future 
Back in Kathmandu, Mingma 
Tamang wonders aloud 
about whether she will sur-
vive without her loved hus-
band, extended family, 
house, and land. She is 
afraid that she is going to 
give birth to a new baby after 
a few months. 
 “I am going to give birth to a 
new baby in a few months. 
But I have no idea when this 
baby will ask me where his 
home is. Who is his father? 
In such a condition, I will not 
be able to answer. When I 
think about the future, I only 
feel fear and uncertainty. I do 
not know whether I will be 
able to eat or not. What will I 
feed the new baby?” asked 
Mingma. 
 Dr Sudeep Thakuri, 
Associate Professor, Central 
Department of Environment 
at Tribhuvan University, 

warned that there are more 
than 1,500 glacial lakes in 
Nepal and even more such 
glacial lakes in Tibet, which 
are connected to Nepal and 
affect Nepal. He also warned 
that about 200 lakes in this 
area seem to be in a risky sit-
uation. 
 In an interview with 
Onlinekhabar.com, Thakuri 
said that this event has start-
ed at an altitude of more than 
5,000 metres. 
 “The glacier on the northern 
side of Lamtang Lerung was 
at an altitude of almost 5000 
metres. On the north side of 
it, there is a river valley locat-
ed at an altitude of 3,000 
metres. The iceberg fel l 
about 2,000 metres below, 
from 5,000 metres to 3,000. 
On the one hand, there is the 
force of gravity; on the other 
hand, the size of the fallen 
iceberg is also large. It must 
have fallen very quickly. It 
seems that it was able to 
gain momentum due to the 
very steep place. 
 Thakuri also argued that 
Nepal should demand com-
pensation from the interna-
tional community for this, 
stating that damage should 
be minimised by mapping 
vulnerable areas, implement-
ing an early warning system, 
and implementing land-use 
policies.

to the rescue for three days?” 
says Yadav Devkota, an 
independent writer. 
 “Those who tried to pick up 
the bodies from the riverbank 
were stopped, saying that 
there was no order from 
above,” Devkota claims, say-
ing that aid is being withheld 
until orders come to distrib-
ute it. 
 Pranaya Magar, a technician 
who has been deployed in 
the rescue operation, wrote a 
Facebook status that has 
now been removed, saying 
that the government spread 
its small efforts rather than 
focusing on skilled rescue 
work. 
 “It has been six days since 
we started the rescue opera-
tion. Even the hydro tunnel 
access has not been built. If 
we had been given three or 
four excavators and a break-
er from day one, we would 
have been able to rescue 
them by now. Three excava-
tors worked day and night, 
but only on the news. Only 
one worked in the f ield,” 
Magar stated. 
 Magar later removed his 
Facebook status, citing that 

Hit Kumari Tamang searches for missing family 
members, including her son, at a hospital in 
Kathmandu, India. Credit: Raman Paudel/IPS
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after one of them resisted 
his demand for sexual grati-
fication, describing the act 
as “sheer evil.” The Director 
of Public Prosecutions high-
lighted the classical princi-
ples of sentencing: retribu-
tion, deterrence, prevention, 
and rehabil i tation and 
stressed that the gravity of 
the offence and its impact 
on the victims’ families and 
the wider community 
demanded a sentence that 
reflected society’s condem-
nation. 
 
[28] The prosecution sub-
mits that the appropriate 
starting point was a whole 
l i fe sentence, given the 
exceptionally high serious-
ness of the offence. They 
also cited aggravating fac-
tors: the youth and vulnera-
bility of the victims, the iso-
lated location, and the use 
of a firearm to threaten com-
pliance. While acknowledg-
ing Hall’s prior good charac-
ter and long incarceration, 
they argued that rehabilita-
tion must be viewed in the 
context of a controlled 
prison environment, where 
he had still breached rules 
over the years. 
 
[29] The Crown relies on R v 

Stewart, Couzens, Tustin, 
Hughes and Monaghan, 
where the Court of Appeal 
emphasised at paragraph 
[19] of that judgment that 
when assessing the serious-
ness of an offence for sen-
tencing purposes, the court 
must consider both the harm 
caused and the offender’s 
culpability. Thus, while death 
is the greatest harm known 

to the criminal law, the pun-
ishment must reflect both 
the harm and the offender’s 
blameworthiness. 
 
[30] The Learned DPP also 
relied on Renaldo Anderson 
Alleyne v the Queen6 in a 
judgment delivered by Mr. 
Justice Anderson JCCJ at 
paragraph [45] to support his 
contention that rehabilitation 

is only one of the sentencing 
principles and the court is 
required to have regard in 
this case to all. Mr. Justice 
Anderson JCCJ said: 
 
“....Rehabilitation is one of 
the aims of sentencing and a 
very important aim, but not 
the only one and in some 
circumstances, not the over-
riding one. The classical 
principles of sentencing ref-
erence three others: retribu-
tion, punishment, deter-
rence; a more modern 
formulation would be content 
only to reference punish-
ment, deterrence and reha-
bilitation. Further, the Penal 
System Reform Act does not 
state the weight to be 
accorded by the sentencing 
judge to any of the proper 
objectives of sentencing” 
 
[31] The Learned DPP urges 
the court to exercise its dis-
cretion in favour of a whole 
life sentence, contending 
that Hall had deprived two 
young people of their futures 
without provocation, and that 
justice required a punish-
ment proportionate to the 
enormity of the crime. 
 

Analysis and 
Determination of an appro-

priate Starting Point 
[32] In considering the 
appropriate sentence for 
Rudolph Hall, I am guided 
by the Eastern Caribbean 
Supreme Court Sentencing 

Guidelines for Murder and 
the Practice Direction No. 3 
of 2021. The offence is 
grave: the kil l ing of two 
young persons by firearm, in 
circumstances that were 
unprovoked and carried the 
disturbing suggestion of sex-
ual exploitation. It is accept-
ed by both sides, that the 
death penalty, though once 
mandatory for offences of 
Murder, is now discretionary. 
By the evolution of judicial 
precedent and constitutional 
principle, it is an inappropri-
ate and unwarranted punish-
ment in the present case. 
While the offence involves a 
double murder in disturbing 
circumstances, it does not 
meet the criteria set out in 
section 3 of Practice 
Direction No. 3 of 2021for 
the imposition of the death 
penalty. 
 
[37] The social enquiry 
report, together with the psy-
chiatric and psychological 
evaluations, and the prison 
records, satisfy me that the 
offender has undergone 
genuine rehabilitation. The 
objectives of punishment, 
retribution, deterrence, and 
protection of society, can be 
met otherwise than by the 
imposit ion of the death 
penalty. Moreover, such a 
penalty would not have been 
appropriate in any event, 
having regard to the princi-
ples articulated in Practice 
Direction No. 3 of 2021, 
which reserve capital pun-
ishment for cases that are 
the “worst of the worst” or 
the “rarest of the rare.” This 
case does not begin to 
touch that threshold. In R v 
Trimmingham, the Privy 
Council identified two princi-
ples that must be followed: 
First, that the death sen-
tence should be imposed 
only in cases which, on the 
facts, are the most extreme 
and exceptional “the worst 
of the worst” or “the rarest of 
the rare.” In considering 
whether a particular case 
falls into that category, the 
judge must compare it with 
other murder cases, not with 
ordinary civilised behaviour. 
Second, for the death sen-
tence to be imposed, there 
must be no reasonable 
prospect of reform of the 
offender, and the object of 
punishment could not be 
achieved by any means 
other than the ult imate 
penalty of death. The char-
acter of the offender and 
any other relevant circum-
stances are to be taken into 
account insofar as they may 
operate in his favour by way 
of mitigation and are not to 
weigh against him. 
 
[38] For the reasons already 
outlined namely the offend-
er’s rehabilitation, genuine 
remorse, and compelling 
evidence of reform, the court 
is satisfied that the imposi-
tion of the death penalty in 
this case would be inappro-
priate. 
 
Consideration of a whole 

life sentence 
[39] A whole life sentence is 
the starting point where the 
seriousness of the offence is 
exceptionally high and the 
offender was an adult at the 
time of commission. The 
guideline provides examples 
of circumstances that may 
elevate an offence to this 
level of seriousness, includ-

ing the murder of two or 
more persons, murders 
involving sexual or sadistic 
conduct, and murders com-
mitted with firearms. 
 
[40] In the present case, Mr. 
Hall was twenty-three years 
old at the time of the offence 
and therefore an adult. The 
facts reveal that he shot and 
kil led two young victims, 
Benson Williams and Diane 
Marshall, after attempting to 
coerce Miss Marshall into 
sexual activity at gunpoint. 
The offence involved the 
use of an il legal firearm, 
multiple shots fired into a 
vehicle, and the deaths of 
two persons. These ele-
ments fall squarely within 
the categories identified by 
the guidelines as constitut-
ing exceptionally high seri-
ousness. On this basis 
alone, the case qualifies for 
consideration of a whole life 
sentence. However, sen-
tencing is not a mechanical 
exercise, and sentencing 
should also allow for judicial 
consideration of factors rele-
vant to the offender not just 
the offending. The Defence 
argues that sentencing must 
be individualised and pro-
portionate. I agree. The 
cases referenced above at 
paragraph [23 ] certainly 
support that contention. In R 
v Hodgson8 the Court of 
Appeal outlined the circum-
stances in which a sentence 
of life imprisonment (equat-
ing to a whole life sentence) 
is merited. The court found 
that the offence must be 
grave enough to warrant a 
very long sentence; The 
nature of the offence or the 
defendant’s history must 
show that he is unstable and 
l ikely to commit such 
offences in the future; and if 
the offences are committed 
again, the consequences to 
others may be specially inju-
rious or dangerous to life 
and limb, such as in sexual 
offenses or violent crimes. 
Our guidelines do not refer-
ence such criteria neither 
does it preclude such con-
sideration. Accordingly, 
while the offence meets the 
threshold for exceptional 
seriousness, the court must 
consider whether imposing a 
whole life sentence at this 
stage would be dispropor-
tionate. 
 
[41] Hall has already served 
thirty-eight years in custody, 
which Defence Counsel 
argues under Grenada’s 
remission rules equates to a 
determinate sentence of 
approximately fifty-seven 
years. During this period, he 
has demonstrated profound 
personal change, as evi-
denced by psychiatric and 
psychological evaluations, 
which describe him as 
remorseful, emotionally sta-
ble, and presenting a low 
risk of future violence. 
Character witnesses further 
attest to his rehabilitation 
and strong family support 
awaiting him upon release. 
 
[42] The constitutional 
breaches surrounding his 
original sentence and the 
compell ing evidence of 
rehabilitation weigh against 
a penalty of a whole life sen-
tence. The court is required 
to balance the seriousness 
of the offence against the 
offender’s personal circum-
stances, history, and the 

passage of time. 
 
[43] The psychiatric and 
psychological evaluations 
confirm that Hall is mentally 
stable, emotionally mature, 
and deeply remorseful. He 
has consistently accepted 
responsibil ity, expressed 
genuine regret, and demon-
strated prosocial attitudes. 
Prison officials describe him 
as a positive role model, 
consistently employed, and 
a mentor to younger 
inmates. His disciplinary 
record is stable, and he has 
accumulated savings 
through lawful prison 
employment. He has no 
prior convictions, maintains 
strong family support, and 
has realistic reintegration 
plans including housing and 
employment. These protec-
tive factors, coupled with his 
age, reduce the risk of future 
offending. Both professional 
assessments categorise him 
as low risk of serious vio-
lence. 
 
[44] The court acknowl-
edges the profound victim 
impact: the loss of two 
young lives, the enduring 
grief of their families, and 
the community shock. These 
harms weigh heavily in 
aggravation. Yet sentencing 
must not be retributive 
alone; it must also recognise 
rehabilitation where it is gen-
uine and sustained. In 
Calvin Ramcharran v DPP9, 
Jamadar JCCJ reminded 
that sentencing serves multi-
ple aims: punishment, deter-
rence, prevention, and reha-
bilitation. The rehabilitative 
aim is not to be overlooked, 
particularly where the evi-
dence demonstrates gen-
uine reform. 
 
[45] Although the offence 
under the guideline may be 
considered for a whole life 
sentence, the balance of 
justice favours the imposi-
tion of a determinate sen-
tence within the guideline 
range. Such a starting point 
sentence recognises both 
the gravity of the crime and 
the demonstrable rehabilita-
t ion of the offender. To 
impose a whole life term 
now would be disproportion-
ate, as the punit ive and 
deterrent purposes of sen-
tencing have already been 
substantial ly fulf i l led. In 
these circumstances, a 
determinate sentence of 
forty years within the range 
of thirty years to fifty years 
would better reflect the prin-
ciple of proportionality, indi-
vidualised sentencing, and 
contemporary constitutional 
jurisprudence. 
 
Sentence for the Murder of 

Diane Marshall 
 

[46] Aggravating Factors of 
the Offence 
 
• The Defendant took advan-
tage of the vulnerability of 
the deceased female. 
 
• The location was geo-
graphically isolated near the 
old airfield, what has now 
developed to be the Maurice 
Bishop International Airport. 
 
• The Defendant used the 
firearm to unsuccessfully 
coerce the deceased to per-
form sexual favours. 
 

(Continue on page 22)

 Sociologist Claude Douglas – was once associated 
with TA Marryshow Community College 

Court free convicted murderer
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Short-term only.  
Fully furnished 2-bedroom Apt 

at Springs, St. George. 
Comes with all the amenities 

– just bring your clothes & 
come. 

Call: 420-2442 or 407-4401 
for details  

******** 
Affordable apartment in 
Barbados near to U.S 
Embassy and Airport. 

Call: 246-234-3679 or 
 246-259-9187 

******** 
Bougainvillea Apts 

Self-contained apts centrally 
located in Grand Anse by 
shopping centers, banks, 
beach,transportation, fully 
equipped for self-catering with 
full kitchen, veranda, cable 
TV, internet. Ideal for 
long/short term lets. On SGU 
hospital bus routes. 

www.grenada- 
bougainvillea.com or  

bougainvillea473@gmail.com
Call:444-4930 

******** 
3 bedroom furnished house 
located in La Mode St. 
George's 

Contact 534-9575/ 410-
2612/406-9914 

******** 
1 Bedroom Full Furnished 
Apartment at Mt.Paranssus 

Contact: 533-1800 

2735 Acres 
119.136.6 sqft @ 6.00 per sqft 
in Myann Constantine, st 
George 

Call: 423 5288 

FOR RENT

Call: 1 (473) 435-9363

email: newtoday.gnd@gmail.com

website: www.thenewtodaygrenada.com

Follow us on our Facebook Page:

The New Today GrenadaCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

$1,200.00

FOR SALE 

 
Batteries for a solar project. 

 
Rated at 12v 200ah. 

 
Batteries are in very good condition and can be used 
by persons interested in building their own solar sys-

tem for home use. 
 

Tele: 449-7504

NOTICE
For all your classified needs 

you can come into our 
sub-office on St. John’s 

Street, opposite 
Photo Max Studio

Deadline for submission of  
classifieds is Wednesdays 

at 4:00pm!!!

or call

435-9363

FOR SALE
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• The offence was unpro-
voked. 
 
• The Victim did not die 
immediately and suffered 
from some time before 
death. 
 
• It was an offence commit-
ted with a firearm. 
 
[47] Mitigating Factors of 

the Offence 
• There are no mitigating 
factors of the offence. 
 
[48] I have given one (1) 
year for each of the factors. 
After cancell ing out, an 
upward adjustment of six (6) 
years to the starting point is 
required. Taking the 
Sentence to forty- six (46) 
years. 
 
[49] Aggravating Factors of 
the Offender • There are 
none. 
 
[50] Mitigating Factors of the 
Offender 
 
• The Defendant is of previ-
ous good character. 

 
• The Defendant has shown 
genuine remorse. 
 
• The Defendant is rehabili-
tated. 
 
[51] I have given one (1) 
year for each of the factors. 
After cancell ing out, this 
requires a downward adjust-
ment of three (3) years to 
the sentence, taking the 
sentence to forty- three (43) 
years. 
 

Guilty Plea 
[52] A discount for plea is 
unavailable to a Defendant 
who has been tried by jury 
and found guilty at trial, the 
rationale being that such a 
discount is reserved for 
those who acknowledge 
their guilt at an early stage 
and thereby save the court 
both time and resources. At 
the time of the Defendant’s 
trial for murder, the law pre-
cluded a plea of guilty to 
capital offences. That posi-
tion has since changed. The 
evidence in this case 
demonstrates that the 
Defendant confessed to the 
police at the outset and 

acknowledged his guilt from 
the beginning. Under the 
current regime, a discount 
for an early guilty plea is 
appropriate where a deter-
minate sentence is contem-
plated and the Defendant 
enters a plea of guilty. I see 
no reason why the 
Defendant should not bene-
fit from such a discount. 
Accordingly, the Defendant 
is entit led to a one-third 
reduction from the sentence 
of fourteen (14) years and 
four (4) months. The adjust-
ed sentence is twenty-eight 
(28) years and eight (8) 
months. 
 

Time on remand 
[53] The Defendant had 
been remanded for three (3) 
months prior to his trial. He 
is therefore to serve twenty-
eight (28) years and five (5) 
months. 
 

Sentence for the murder 
of Benson Williams 

[54] Aggravating Factors of 
the Offence 
 
• The location was geo-
graphically isolated. 
 

• The Defendant used the 
firearm in to unsuccessfully 
coerce the deceased to per-
form sexual favours. 
 
• The offence was unpro-
voked. 
 
• The offence was commit-
ted with a firearm. 
 
[55] Mitigating Factors of the 
Offence 
 
• There are no mitigating 
factors of the offence. 
 
[56] I have given one (1) 
year for each of the factors. 
After cancell ing out, an 
upward adjustment of four 
(4) years to the starting point 
is required. Taking the sen-
tence to forty- f ive (45) 
years. 
 
[57] Aggravating Factors of 
the Offender 
 
• There are none. 
 
[58] Mitigating Factors of the 
Offender 
 
• The Defendant is of previ-
ous good character. 
 
• The Defendant has shown 
genuine remorse. 
 
• The Defendant is rehabili-

tated. 
 
[59] I have given one (1) 
year for each of the factors. 
After cancell ing out, this 
requires a downward adjust-
ment of three (3) years to 
the sentence, taking the 
sentence to forty- two (42) 
years. 
 

Guilty Plea 
[60] As previously stated at 
paragraph [52], the law at 
the t ime precluded the 
Defendant from pleading 
guilty to the offence as it 
was a capital offence. The 
evidence nevertheless sug-
gests that the Defendant 
made a confession to the 
police and acknowledged 
his guilt from the outset. The 
Defendant is to benefit from 
a one-third (1/3) discount of 
the sentence of fourteen 
(14) years. He is therefore to 
serve twenty-eight (28) 
years. 
 

Time on remand 
[61] The Defendant had 
been remanded for three (3) 
months prior to his trial. He 
is therefore to serve twenty-
seven years and nine (9) 
months. 
 
Application of the Totality 

Principle 
[62] The Director of Public 
Prosecutions has correctly 
submitted that the offences 

arise out of a single criminal 
transaction. Section 80(1) of 
the Criminal Code of 
Grenada stipulates that 
where one act affects sever-
al persons or things, the per-
son shall not be punished 
separately in respect of 
each person or thing affect-
ed, but the act may be treat-
ed as one crime, rather than 
treating each count of mur-
der as warranting wholly 
independent penalties. 
 
[63] On the application of 
the Sentencing Guidelines 
for Murder, the appropriate 
sentence for the murder of 
Diane Marshall is forty-six 
(46) years before discount 
for plea, resulting in twenty-
eight (28) years and five (5) 
months after discount. For 
the murder of Benson 
Williams, the guideline sen-
tence is forty-three (43) 
years before discount for 
plea, resulting in twenty-
seven (27) years and nine 
(9) months after discount, 
with these sentences to be 
served concurrently. 
 
[64] This matter comes 
before the court as a resen-
tencing hearing. The 
Defendant has already 
served thirty-six (36) years 
under the original sentence, 
lawfully imposed. In consid-
ering the appropriate dispo-
sition, the court notes the 

Defendant’s good behaviour 
in custody, and there is no 
reason to assume that he 
would not have benefited 
from remission under the 
statutory regime. The conse-
quence of resentencing 
under the current framework 
is that the Defendant has 
already served a sentence 
deemed proportionate and 
appropriate for his crimes. 
The punitive and deterrent 
purposes of sentencing 
have been substantially ful-
filled. Moreover, the rehabili-
tative evidence before the 
court is that the Defendant 
has demonstrated remorse, 
stability, and positive con-
duct over an extended peri-
od of incarceration. 
 

SENTENCE 
[65] Accordingly, and in dis-
position of the two offences 
of Murder presently before 
this court, the court finds 
that the appropriate sen-
tence is one of time served. 
 
[66] This matter is to come 
on at further review on the 
18th of November 2026 to 
assess the adjustment of the 
Defendant to life on the out-
side of Her Majesty’s 
Richmond Hill Prison. 
 
Justice V. Georgis Taylor-

Alexander 
High Court Judge 
BY THE COURT

COVID-19 cases are tick-
ing up in almost every 
U.S. state as summer 
draws to a close, accord-
ing to the latest data from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
 COVID-19 activity was 
still categorized overall as 
"very low" nationwide by 
the agency as of Aug. 28, 
though cases are consis-
tently increasing. This is 
likely the result of what 
has come to be known as 
the "summer surge," a pat-
tern that doctors have 
observed each year since 
around 2022. Unlike other 
respiratory illnesses such 
as the f lu, COVID-19 
tends to flare not only dur-
ing the typical winter cold 
and flu season, but also 
toward the end of summer. 
 Experts previously told 
USA TODAY that this is 
likely caused by multiple 
factors, including behav-
ioral and environmental 
changes (the amount of 
time spent cooped up in 
AC, going back to school, 

etc.), as well as the virus's 
l i fe cycle and how our 
immunity to it waxes and 
wanes. 
 "COVID-19 is rising 
nationally but from a low 
baseline," Dr. Syra Madad, 
infectious disease epi-
demiologist at Harvard’s 
Belfer Center and chief 
biopreparedness officer for 
New York City's public 
hospitals, previously told 
USA TODAY. "The 
increase became apparent 
in parts of the South and 
West during July and more 
clearly nationwide by late 
July and early August." 
 The latest CDC data 
shows that at least one 
state has already entered 
the "high activity" category 
for the virus. Here's what 
to know, including state-
by-state updates: 
 As of Aug. 26, the CDC 
estimates that COVID-19 
infections were growing or 
likely growing in 48 states. 
Only one state, Iowa, did 
not provide data. Rhode 
Island and Washington, 

DC, were the only loca-
tions where viral activity 
remained the same week 
over week. 
 According to the most 
recent CDC wastewater 
data for the week ending 
Aug. 22, COVID-19 viral 
activity was consistently 
highest in the southern 
United States. Only one 
state, Texas, had "very 
high" levels, while 
Mississippi reported "high" 
activity. 
 A handful of states across 
regions, including 
California, Nevada, 
Florida, Rhode Island, 
Louisiana and 
Washington, had "moder-
ate" levels, while most 
other states were in the 
"low" or "very low" cate-
gories. 
 Wastewater tracking is 
the testing of community 
sewage for viruses and 
other germs to help health 
officials monitor disease 
spread and trends, often 
before cases show up in 
clinical testing data.

COVID-19 cases are on the 
rise in these 48 states

COVID-19 cases are on the rise nationwide. By Michele Ursi, Getty Images

Court free convicted murderer
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By Thalif Deen 
 
UNITED NATIONS - As 
the UN commemorates its 
81st anniversary, one lin-
gering question remains: 
what is the future of the 
world body.? 
 Will a hostile US down-
size its operations at the 
United Nations, cut down 
its funding, continue 
defaulting in its payments 
— and perhaps eventually, 
withdraw from the world 
body? 
 So far, the US has pulled 
out of three UN agencies 
and one UN-affiliated body 
— including the World 
Health Organization 
(WHO), the UN 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), UN Relief and 
Works Agency 
(UNRWA)—and the 
Human Rights Council. 
 

Is the UN far behind.? 
Reports of a US visa 
denial to a Palestinian del-
egation to the General 
Assembly sessions next 
month, triggered several 
questions at a press brief-
ing last week: “Don’t you 
think it’s a good idea to 
relocate the UN headquar-
ters somewhere else in 
the world? Can the 
Secretary General initiate 
such a process? If there is 
such a process, how will it 
work? And will the United 
States take the United 
Nations hostage?” 
 In his response, UN 
Spokesperson Stephane 
Dujarric told reporters: 
“This is an issue for 
Member States. If I’m not 
mistaken, the seat of the 
UN is listed in the charter. 
This city and the United 
Nations have had a joint 
history for the last 81 
years, and I think all in all 
it’s been a good history.” 
 Question: “The U.S. is 
saying that they will deny 
the Palestinian delegation 
visas to come to the 
General Assembly. Are 
you aware of this? And is 
the UN doing anything 
about it?” 
 “Yes, we’ve seen those 
reports. It is very important 
for us that the United 
States honor its responsi-
bil i t ies under the host 
treaty agreement. We will 
continue to push for that. 
But at this point, we’ve 
only seen the press 
reports”. 
 According to one report, 
the US has withdrawn 
from 31 UN-related enti-
ties and bodies under a 
presidential memorandum 
signed on January 7, 
2026, adding to prior 
departures from major 
agencies like the World 
Health Organization and 
UNESCO. 
 The January 2026 direc-
tive on withdrawals 
impacts largely targeting 
initiatives related to cli-
mate, development, and 
social policy. Key depar-
tures include the UNFCCC 
and IPCC (climate), UN 
Women and UNFPA 
(social/health), UNCTAD 
(trade), and various 
regional commissions and 
off ices, including UN-

Will the Future of the UN be Dictated by a Hostile US?

Habitat. 
 Stephen Zunes, Professor 
of Politics and Program 
Director for Middle Eastern 
Studies at the University of 
San Francisco, who has 
written extensively on the 
polit ics of the United 
Nations, told Inter Press 
Service (IPS) the makeup 
of the Security Council, 
having the headquarters of 
the United Nations located 
in the United States, is an 
outdated relic of World 
War II. 
 For most of the UN’s his-
tory, he pointed out, the 
United States has vetoed 
far more otherwise-unani-
mous UNSC resolutions 
than any other country. 
And, Washington has 
repeatedly reneged on its 
financial obligations. 
 Under both Republican 
and Democratic adminis-
trations, said Dr Zunes, 
the U.S. has repeatedly 
attacked UN institutions, 
including its judicial bod-
ies, humanitarian organi-
zations, and investigative 
commissions, particularly 
in regard to the enforce-
ment of international 
humanitarian law. 
 “The U.S. wars on Iraq 
and Iran and the U.S. 
recognition of Israeli and 
Moroccan annexations of 
territories seized by mili-
tary force have under-
scored a brazen disregard 
for the foundational princi-
ples of the UN Charter”. 
 “And the refusal to allow a 
delegation of a permanent 
observer member state 
(Palestine) is a direct vio-
lation of the U.S.-UN 
agreement making New 
York the world body’s 
headquarters”. 
 Despite this, there are 
certainly major logistical, 
financial, and institutional 
reasons why it would not 
make sense for the United 
Nations to remove its 
headquarters from New 
York. 
 “The very fact that it is 
even being discussed, 
however, is indicative that 
the United States is 
increasingly becoming an 
international pariah and an 
ironic choice as the host 
nation,” declared Dr 
Zunes. 
 Dr James E. Jennings, 
President, Conscience 
International, told IPS It is 
likely that the US will con-
tinue to withdraw funding 

from the UN, a process 
that has already begun by 
defunding certain agen-
cies with the aim of bring-
ing it further under the 
control of Washington. 
 Fail ing that, he said, 
Trump may attempt to 
establish an alternative 
body dominated by the 
US, forcing nations to 
choose allies and sidelin-
ing the UN. “Under today’s 
conditions, any breakdown 
of the UN’s rules-based 
order would be a sure trig-
ger for global conflict”. 
 
Q: Can the US restructure 
the UN to do its bidding? 
 
A: Continued efforts by the 
US government to restruc-
ture the UN and its pro-
grams are more likely than 
an attempt to move the 
UN HQ from New York. 
The Security Council is 
useful to Washington 
because it can serve as a 
whipping post for global 
grievances, as notably 
during the Cold War in 
opposing the long series 
of “nyet” from the East 
Bloc, but also more 
recently by taking its 
hands off when 
Washington wanted to go 
to war in the Middle East. 
 Many observers believe 
President Trump is acting 
bell igerently to merely 
exercise influence over the 
UN, but that would be a 
woeful misjudgment of the 
man and his methods. In 
fact, he seeks to com-
pletely dominate the world 
body, not simply make 
changes. 
 Anyone who has noticed 
his boast earlier this year 
that he should be recog-
nized as the most powerful 
person who has ever lived, 
should take him at his 
word. 
 His ego, like the bottom-
less pit of Hell in the 
Biblical Book of 
Revelation, is a veritable 
Black Hole, knowing no 
limit to its depth. 
 How realistic his goal may 
be is another matter. But 
since money moves most 
things, and US largess 
has been one key to the 
UN’s successful opera-
tions over many decades, 
all bets are off unti l 
Congress gains the 
courage to undo his bid-
ding. 
 Undoubtably, the UN’s 

key structures are being 
tested. The long-term con-
sequences of great power 
manipulation of the UN are 
troubling, as evidenced by 
Exhibit One: the virtual 
erasure of Palestinian 
national rights over three 
quarters of a century. 
 The Truman 
Administration’s influence 
on weak countries to vote 

for the 29 November 1947 
Partit ion of Palestine 
forced the creation of 
Israel against the wishes 
of the native Arab popula-
tion and violated the spirit 
of the UN Charter. 
 Without fundamental 
changes in the Charter, 
the General Assembly’s 
influence cannot replace 
the Security Council ’s 
dominance of global poli-
cy. A complete US with-
drawal from the UN, or the 
creation of an alternative 
body dominated by 
Washington, would con-
demn the current organi-
zation to go the way of the 
late lamented League of 
Nations., declared Dr 
Jennings. 
 According to one report, 
the United Nations is 
decentralizing operations 
from New York under the 
UN@80 reform initiative, 
relocating several global 
offices and hundreds of 
positions to regional hubs. 
 
Relocated Global Offices 

and Agencies 
• UNICEF(United Nations 
Children’s Fund): 

Relocating global office 
functions from New York to 
Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
• UNFPA (United Nations 
Population Fund): Moving 
global office operations 
from New York to Nairobi, 
Kenya. 
 
• UN Women: Shift ing 
global office operations 
and headquarters-funded 
posts from New York to 
Nairobi, Kenya, and Bonn, 
Germany. 
 
• UNDP (United Nations 
Development Programme): 
Relocating hundreds of 
posts from New York to 
Europe (primarily Bonn 
and Madrid) alongside 
additional regional shifts. 
Meanwhile, when Yasser 
Arafat was denied a US 
visa to visit New York to 
address the United 
Nations back in 1988, the 
General Assembly defied 
the United States by tem-
porarily moving the UN’s 
highest policy making 
body to Geneva– perhaps 
for the first time in UN his-
tory– providing a less-hos-

tile political environment 
and a platform, for the 
leader of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization 
(PLO). 
 Arafat, who first 
addressed the UN in 1974, 
took a swipe at 
Washington when he pref-
aced his statement in 
Geneva by remarking: “it 
never occurred to me that 
my second meeting with 
this honorable Assembly, 
since 1974, would take 
place in the hospitable city 
of Geneva”. 
 On his 1974 visit to 
address the General 
Assembly, he avoided the 
hundreds of pro and anti-
Arafat demonstrators out-
side the UN building by 
arriving in a helicopter 
which landed on the North 
Lawn of the UN campus 
adjoining the East River. 
 Incidentally, when anti-
Arafat New York protesters 
on First Avenue shouted: 
“Arafat Go Home”, his 
supporters responded that 
was precisely what he 
wanted—a home for the 
Palestinians to go to.

Credit: United Nations
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FORMER ECUADORIAN PRESIDENT 
IMPRISONED FOR CORRUPTION

A former president of Ecuador has been sentenced to five 
years in prison after being found guilty of taking bribes. 
 Lenín Moreno insisted he had not taken money from a 
Chinese firm which secured a contract to build a hydro-
electric plant in the Latin American nation. 
 The 73-year-old will serve his sentence under house 
arrest due to his age and disability, and has already indi-
cated his intention to appeal against the verdict after a 
court in the capital, Quito, found him and 19 others guilty 
of corruption. 
 Moreno, who was president between 2017 and 2021, is 
the third former Ecuadorian leader to be sentenced for 
corruption. 
 Prosecutors alleged that that Sinohydro, which is owned 
by the Chinese state, paid a total of $76.1m (£56.2m) 

through shell companies to people involved in the deal to 
secure the construction of the Coca Codo Sinclair hydro-
electric dam. 
  Among those handed prison sentences were Moreno's 
wife, daughter and brother, as well as former plant man-
agers, Sinohydro representatives and a Chinese ambas-
sador to Ecuador. 
 While Moreno himself was alleged to have received very 
little from the scheme, prosecutors said family members 
received tens of thousands of dollars. 
 Those convicted of bribery will have to repay three times 
what they were given, while Moreno was barred from 
public office. 
 He denied involvement in the alleged bribery scheme 
and instead blamed another former president, Rafael 

Correa, under whom he served as vice-president and 
who was sentenced to eight years in prison in a separate 
bribery case in 2020. 
 Moreno argued that Correa had signed off on the Coca 
Codo Sinclair project, and that he had launched an inves-
tigation into issues with the construction when he had 
assumed the presidency. 
 The Ecuadorian government launched legal proceedings 
against Sinohydro in 2021 due to cracks appearing in the 
dam and other technical failures. It reached a $400m set-
tlement with the firm's owner earlier this year. 
 The BBC has approached Sinohydro and the Chinese 
embassy in Ecuador for comment.

Lenín Moreno will serve his sentence at home and has indicated he will appeal against the ruling
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