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By Clare Adams 
 
It was past lunchtime on 
October 19th, 1983. The 
sun was shining in all its 
glory, but the wind was 
eerily still. That was the 
day the Grenada 
Revolution ended tragical-
ly. 
 Tired, hungry, and ner-
vous, I reluctantly followed 
my friend, Merl, to Fort 
Rupert. Together with hun-
dreds of other schoolchild-
ren, we had just returned 
from ‘rescuing’ our 
beloved Prime Minister, 
Maurice Bishop, who was 
under house arrest at Mt. 
Wheldale. 
 We had also just escaped 
being trampled to death, 
trying to escape bullets 
that were fired by the PRA 
who were guarding the 
place where Bishop was 
held. We had eagerly 
joined a small crowd, wait-
ing to hear from Prime 
Minister Maurice Bishop. 
We waited and waited. 
 After milling around the 
St. George’s Market 

My Experience on October 19th, 
1983- Fort Rupert – A Reflection

Comrade Maurice Bishop is seen reviewing troops at Fort Rupert (Fort George), 
where he was eventually murdered
Square for about half an 
hour, where the mics were 
set up for the anticipated 
address, we had decided 
to go home. But Merl 
wanted to find our friend 
Pauline so that we could 
all leave town together.  
We were Form Four stu-
dents, and the three of us 

always traveled from 
school together. 
  On that fateful day, Merl 
and I climbed Fort Rupert, 
now Fort George, to look 
for Pauline so that we 
could all go home togeth-
er. We could not find her in 
the Market Square where 
we were waiting for Prime 

Minister Maurice Bishop to 
address the crowd. 
 About half an hour before 
we started the cl imb, I 
encountered my pastor 
who, with grave concern, 
said, “Clare, Don’t go up 
there. Up there is not a 
place for civi l ians!” I 
assured him that I would 

not go to Fort Rupert, but 
Merl begged me to go as 
our last place to search for 
Pauline. 
 Fort Rupert, as it was 
called then, was the army 
base of the People’s 
Revolutionary Government 
(1979-1983).  Later, I 
learned that this fortress, 
the oldest on the island, 
has been an integral part 
of our rich and tumultuous 
heritage. 
 The French built it in the 
1600s and named it Fort 
Royal. But the Brit ish 
wrestled it from the French 
in 1762 and named it Fort 
George.  During the 
Revolution (1979-1983), 
Fort George was renamed 
Fort Rupert after Rupert 
Bishop, the father of then 
Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop. Rupert Bishop 
was killed by the police 
during a peaceful demon-
stration, trying to protect 
nurses and schoolchildren 
from the police. 
 In Grenada, schoolchild-
ren seemed to always play 
an integral part in such 
struggles and tragedies. 
So, we climbed Halifax Hill 
Street, then up Grand 
Etang Road leading to 
Fort Rupert. 
 I felt tense. I almost 
turned back, but Merl gave 
me that pleading look, and 
I continued the rest of the 
climb with her. From the 
bottom of the hill, at the 
junction leading to the 
General Hospital, we 
could hear drums beating 
and feverish voices chanti-
ng. A l i t t le excitement 
coursed through my body, 
but I quickly remembered 
our mission: searching for 
Pauline. 
 As we continued up Fort 
Rupert, we saw one of our 
classmates, Annie, sitting 
at the entrance. She was 
sitting on the lower end of 
the wall that surrounded 
the fort. We talked to 
Annie for about a minute.  
She said she preferred sit-
t ing on the wall and 
observing all that was 
going on. 
 Tall, dark, and slender, 
Annie was a great cyclist 
and one of our school’s 
star athletes. She had a 
great sense of humour 
and was well-loved.  Annie 
said that she had not seen 
Pauline, so Merl and I pro-
ceeded up the hill to Fort 
Rupert. Unfortunately, 
before the day ended, 
Annie lost a leg sitt ing 
peacefully on that same 
wall.  
 At the fort, a mini carnival-
like atmosphere prevailed. 
It was jovial and electric. I 
was quite surprised to see 
so many people gathered 
there.  Most were at the 
bottom level, towards the 
front courtyard. At the 
entrance, we saw a big 
open-back truck filled with 
school children. 
 I immediately recognised 
some of them. They were 
drumming and chanting. 
Some were jumping and 
moving excitedly to the 
rich rhythm of the drum-
beat. In the middle of the 
ground floor, facing the 
Carenage side, I saw a 
step leading to the top of 
the fort. I glimpsed a few 
civilians milling around up 
there. “How did they know 
about this place? Why did 

they come up here, in the 
army headquarters? And 
where is the Prime 
Minister?” These were 
questions that ran through 
my mind as I quickly sur-
veyed the scene before 
and around us. 
 The view was breathtak-
ing. The fort, fortified with 
French-styled stone archi-
tecture, rises a towering 
175 feet overlooking St. 
George’s town with its rich 
mixture of modern and his-
toric buildings. 
 From the second level, 
one can get a majestic 
view of the harbour with its 
clear blue pristine waters 
and assortment of luxury 
yachts and cruise ships.  
The sweeping view of the 
town and harbour allows 
for quick and easy detec-
tion of any incoming ene-
mies, especially from the 
sea. 
 I wished that I had time to 
absorb the grand scenery. 
Instead, I was anxious and 
worried. I returned to the 
matter at hand. Merl was 
talking to one of our 
friends on the truck. She 
was one of our good bud-
dies from the Anglican 
High School. She was in a 
frenzy on top of the truck; 
her eyes were bright with 
excitement. Her fair skin 
was now a flushed red. 
“Have you seen Pauline?”   
Merl was asking. 
 “Yes! She was just here. 
Look around.  You will find 
her somewhere.”   
 “Where is the Prime 
Minister?” I asked warily. 
“They say he is some-
where up dey,” she said, 
pointing to the top of the 
fort. “He coming and 
speak to us just now. Allu 
should hang around a bit.” 
While speaking, she never 
stopped moving to the 
rhythm of the drum. 
 About five minutes after 
arriving at the fort, I took 
my eyes off our High 
School friend to quickly 
scan the crowd for 
Pauline. Pauline was short 
l ike us but darker and 
chubby and I could spot 
her dimpled smile and 
broad nose easily in a 
crowd.   
 All of a sudden, I heard a 
loud explosion, and I froze 
for a brief moment. “Oh, 
Gad Merl!” I remembered 
shouting.  As I turned to 
head down Fort Rupert, 
my heart, which had start-
ed beating, again began to 
race ahead of me as I 
came face to face with an 
armoured car with two sol-
diers hanging out and 
machine guns pointing in 
my direction. 
 I spun around and head-
ed towards the back of the 
fort; away from the mon-
sters pointing at me. I was 
not alone; there was a 
stampede to get to the 
back of the fort.  I did not 
know where exactly I was 
heading. My mind was in 
total confusion. I acted on 
reflex and never even 
thought of sticking with 
Merl. 
 I saw a few people disap-
pearing into narrow 
spaces in the back portion 
of the walls facing Grand 
Anse. I was bewildered 
and frightened, but there 
was no way that I was 
going into those dark 
holes. Instead, I joined a 

small fleeing crowd fight-
ing its way below the step 
that leads to the top level. 
 That burst of adrenaline 
the medical experts say 
the brain releases in 
response to fear overtook 
me that day. It was fight or 
flight. It was survival of the 
f i t test, and I was l ike 
Hercules as I jostled with 
the others to the safety of 
the narrow space under 
the step. 
 The step became our 
fortress as bullets began 
to zip across the open 
space, hitt ing the thick 
walls that blocked our 
escape across the 
Carenage. Walls built to 
protect us now became a 
death trap. I felt trapped; 
we were trapped. I could 
barely move or breathe. 
Some were whimpering as 
we crouched down togeth-
er, hiding from the enemy. 
 Imagine that: we were 
hiding from ourselves with-
in our country's most forti-
fied space.  For the entire 
four and a half years of the 
Revolution, the people 
were taught to prepare to 
defend the country against 
imperialist enemies. The 
biggest foe that we had to 
look out for was America. 
Anyone within or without, 
who opposed the 'Revo' 
was also a counter-revolu-
tionary, an enemy of the 
state. 
 To us children, this meant 
that whenever we heard a 
plane flying low, we had to 
take cover. We were sure 
that America was coming 
to attack us and destroy 
our beloved Revolution. It 
did not matter whether we 
were at home or in the 
bushes searching for 
fruits. Whilst the youth 
engaged in mil i tary 
manoeuvres in the moun-
tains, we also had our 
childhood maneuvers in 
the bushes to practice 
‘’defending’ our country. 
  Crammed below the 
step, I wondered how I got 
into this calamity. I imag-
ined that it was members 
of the army that were firing 
at us, the masses. My 
grandmother's words, 
"Friends bring you go dey 
doh bring you back." 
echoed in my head. I 
began to pray as I 
watched in terror as the 
high, thick wall deflected 
the tiny missiles that bare-
ly grazed its surface and 
fell to the ground. I could 
smell the sulfur from gun-
powder. 
  I felt nauseous. My knees 
almost buckled. As some-
one later said, "They 
turned the guns on the 
masses." My prayers 
became more fervent as I 
beseeched God on our 
behalf. I prayed all manner 
of prayers. I asked Him to 
forgive me for disobeying 
my older sister with whom 
I was living at the time. 
She had warned me to 
come home as soon as I 
saw anything funny. 
  We disobeyed our 
Principal, who warned us 
not to leave the school 
that morning. But in those 
days, student councils 
were active; they were the 
channel through which 
schoolchildren voiced their 
opinions on school and 
national matters affecting 

(Continue on page 7)
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Acting Director of Public 
Prosecutions (DPP) 
Howard Pinnock has 
accused former Attorney-
General Cajeton Hood and 
Podcaster Jenny Simon of 
not speaking the truth on 
court papers filed seeking 
to bring about a criminal 
prosecution of Prime 
Minister Dickon Mitchell 
and two other state offi-
cials. 
 In an exclusive interview 
with THE NEW TODAY, 
Pinnock denied that the 
Magistrate had summoned 
the Grenadian leader to 
appear in court on January 
19, 2027. 
 “I discovered that Cajeton 
Hood did not speak the 
truth. The Magistrate did 
not issue any summons for 
any of the parties. I con-
firmed that this morning 
(Thursday) after speaking 
with the Magistrate….nei-
ther was any court date 
set,” he said. 
 One day earlier, Pinnock 
described as “highly 
improper and irregular” the 
approach of Hood to move 
the Court to bring criminal 
proceedings against the 
Prime Minister pertaining 
to a company that was 
formed and used to facili-
tate the Project Polaris 
Modern Hospital to be built 
in the Hope Vale/Calivigny 
area. 
  The leading State 
Prosecutor also took 
action to discontinue 
Hood’s legal action and to 
make it null and void as 
the island prepares to go 
to the Polls on November 
5 in a battle in which Prime 
Minister Dickon Mitchell is 
leading Congress against 
the Emmalin Pierre-led 
New National Party (NNP). 
 “The Constitution vests in 
me a power at any stage, 
at any point to discontinue 
Criminal Proceedings and I 
just had my Secretary to 
go down to the court to file 
this document we call in 
Latin Nolle Prosequi (to 
discontinue the matter). 
 Nolle Prosequi (often 
called Nol. Pros) is a Latin 
phrase meaning “to be 
unwilling to pursue a legal 
matter.” 
 It is really a formal legal 
notice issued by a 
Prosecutor like the DPP or 
Plaintiff to drop or stop a 
criminal charge or civil law-
suit before a verdict is 
reached. 
 According to Pinnock, the 
Secretary in his office was 
instructed early 
Wednesday morning to 
serve the document on the 
Magistrate’s off ice and 
also on the law office of 
Hood. 
 The legal proceedings 
filed by Hood, who served 
as Attorney-General from 
2013-17 under a previous 
NNP regime contained six 
complaints alleging crimi-
nal misconduct on the part 
of Prime Minister Dickon 
Mitchell, Ambassador 
Andrea St Bernard and 
Robert Branch, the 
Registrar for Intellectual 
Property in relation to 
lands being used for the 
US$250 mil l ion dollar 

DPP: Cajeton Hood and Jenny Simon 
Are Misleading the Public

against the AG (Attorney 
General) and other par-
ties. 
 There was ABSOLUTELY 
NO EVIDENCE that the 
Prime Minister or any of 
the parties named in the 
complaints had committed 
any criminal offence and it 
was therefore my duty as 
the independent constitu-
tional officer vested with 
oversight of the criminal 
process to intervene and 
discontinue the charges in 
the interest of justice. 
 Mr Hood or Mrs Simon 
Rapier at no time made 
any reports to the police in 
these matters which would 
have caused them to 
investigate if the evidence 
was provided that met the 
threshold to tr igger an 
investigation. 
 They instead bypassed an 
important safeguard to 
protect accused persons 
and promote fairness by 
commencing private pros-
ecution raising serious 
indictable allegations and 

bypassing the constitution-
al authority of the DPP in 
his oversight of the crimi-
nal process to ensure that 
evidence exists which can 
afford a reasonable 
prospect of a conviction 
before charges are laid. 
 Not only that it is inimical 
to the presumption of inno-
cence and a fair trial for 
anyone to be discussing in 
a public forum charges 
against any accused and 
commenting on them as 
facts and crimes.” 
 According to Ag DPP 
Pinnock, the regular laws 
of Grenada vest in the 
Police the power to con-
duct a Criminal 
Investigation while the 
Constitution empowers the 
DPP to have oversight of 
Criminal matters in the 
country. 
 “If you have allegations of 
serious criminal conduct 
against the highest author-
ity in the land you make a 
report to the Police or you 
make a complaint at the 

DPP’s office and support it 
with some evidence. 
 “If you have allegations of 
criminal conduct against 
any citizen you make a 
report to the proper 
authority which is the 
Police. This is not a case 
where they’ve said they 
make a report to the 
Police or they have 
brought it to the attention 
of the DPP and nothing 
has been done. They are 
not saying that. 
 “If you have a proper 
complaint and the Police 
refuse to act or the DPP 
refused to do anything 
then you have no choice 
but to do a Private 
Prosecution. This is not 
the case – they have not 
done so. 
  “You just don’t go behind 
the backs of these two 
authorities and serve and 
get private prosecution for 
such serious accusations. 
You don’t go behind the 
backs of the DPP and the 

Flashback to the sod turning ceremony for the unveiling of the Project Polaris 
modern hospital to be built in the South-east of the country

Project Polaris. 
 Hood reportedly served 
the legal papers on the 
DPP’s office about 3.30 
p.m. on Tuesday and 
asked a sitting Magistrate 
to summon PM Dickon 
Mitchell and the two others 
to appear in court to 
answer the allegations. 
 A few weeks earlier, Hood 
and Simon fi led Civi l 
Proceedings on the same 
matter before the High 
Court and the matter is 
due to be heard about a 
week before the general 
election. 
 Pinnock accused Hood of 
not fol lowing the legal 
process in seeking to bring 
criminal charges against 
the Prime Minister. 
 He pointed out that the 
Magistrate did not sum-
mon the Prime Minister to 
appear in Court in January 
as being portrayed. 
 The DPP said: “The com-
plaint on oath that Jenny 
Simon-Rapier signed 
required her to bind herself 
over to attend court in the 
matter so on that docu-
ment she was given 19th 
January and 19th February 
2027 - this is not a sum-
mons. 
 The fact is that after the 
complaint on oath is com-
pleted at some point there-
after the Magistrate would 
sign a Summons prepared 
by staff and this would be 
issued for service on the 
defendants. 
 It never reached that 
stage and so it was a 
deliberate misrepresenta-
tion on Mr Hood’s part to 
tell the public that sum-
mons were issued by the 
Magistrate. 
 What Mr Hood did was 
not a usual procedure. The 
usual established proce-
dure is to make a report 
and let an independent 
investigator investigate 
who is not obliged to the 
accuser or the accused. 
 Mr Hood sought to com-
mence private prosecution. 
I can tell you that in 2024, 
there were 6681 cases 
dealt with by the Police 
Prosecution Department 
and in 2025 it was 6468 
and there was not one sin-
gle private prosecution in 
over 12,000 matters that 
came before the Court. 
 I reviewed all the docu-
ments supplied by Mr 
Hood which were 6 com-

plaints on oath, 1 compa-
ny document and 3 docu-

ments relating to different 
civil suits filed by Mr Hood (Continue on page 06)

Page 3.qxp_page 3  10/22/26  5:18 PM  Page 1



EDITORIALPage 04   THE NEW TODAY Fri., Oct 23, 2026

E D I T O R I A LTHE NEW TODAY
THE NEW TODAY is published by Impact Printers 

G’da Limited, located at Marian, St. George’s

P. O. Box 1970, St. George’s

Tel: 435-9363
Email: impactprinters1957@gmail.com

newtoday.gnd@gmail.com
website: www.thenewtodaygrenada.com

Follow us on our Facebook  Page: 
The New Today Newspaper Grenada

Twitter: @newtodaygrenada

former and veteran NNP 
Political Leader was pre-
pared to take by doing 
everything possible to 
keep out David from the 
leadership of the party. 
 Today the NNP is split in 
two – Emmalin Pierre is 
the recognised leader of 
the major faction while 
David was able to pull 
along with him some of 
the bedrock supporters 
like Dr. Bert Brathwaite, 
Kennedy Budhlall, Alister 
Bain and Dr. Anthony 
Bridgeman. 
 Such is the disruption in 
the NNP Camp that the 
sister of a longstanding 
female activist is the 
DPM’s candidate in the 
rural St Andrew North-
east Constituency held by 
Kate Lewis. 
 Within the same con-
stituency, the brother of 
Kate Lewis is an ally of 

Peter David and cam-
paigning against his own 
sister. 
 In the bordering St 
Andrew North-west con-
stituency, the DPM 
Candidate comes from a 
large family that has been 
pro-NNP over the years 
and this can have implica-
tions for the Vote count on 
Election night for Emmalin 
Pierre and her Team. 
 The DPM can also hurt 
the NNP in the two mar-
ginal seats of St Patrick 
East and St Patrick West 
with a pull of 50-75 votes. 
 The recent public utter-
ances of former NNP 
Finance Minister Anthony 
Boatswain on his treat-
ment from the party can 
also hurt their chances in 
the two St Patrick seats. 
 The former senior NNP 
party minister has won the 
St Patrick West seat on 

four occasions and has a 
lot of family members in 
the constituency who 
might be willing to follow 
him and give support to 
Congress. 
 With a mere 12 days 
before Polling Day, the 
information reaching into 
the public domain and can 
affect perception is that 
more and more defections 
are coming from the NNP 
Camp into the fold of NDC 
and not the other way 
around. 
 There is also the situation 
with ex-NNP government 
minister Pamela Moses in 
St Patrick East whose 
husband is now seen in 
public on the campaign 
trail with NDC. 
 THE NEW TODAY also 
believes that the NNP will 
be impacted negatively by 
the sojourns of Attorney-
at-law Cajeton Hood and 

Podcaster Jenny Simon, 
a former Congress 
Executive member who is 
now very much aligned 
with NNP. 
 Hood has very minimal 
political clout in the coun-
try and might be getting 
many Grenadians very 
angry with his approach 
in trying to influence 
regime change in Election 
2026 through a ruling 
from a judge in the law 
courts and not through 
the Ballot Box. 
 This legal mind does not 
appreciate the fact that 
the people do not l ike 
interference in their busi-
ness where Leadership of 
the country is concerned 
and they see it as their 
exclusive right to deter-
mine the holder of the 
Office of Prime Minister in 
the country. 
 If Grenadians want 
Dickon Mitchell to remain 
as their Leader on 
November 5 it wil l  be 
manifested through the 
ballot and if they want to 
move in the direction of 
Emmalin Pierre that too 
will be done by the peo-
ple at the polls. 
Cajeton Hood is demon-
strating to Grenadians 
that he has not learnt 
anything much from the 
real lessons of the Bloody 
Events of October 1983. 
 The Bernard Coard Gang 
had all the guns in their 
hands but “The Masses” 

went up to Mt Wheldale 
and defeated the armed 
soldiers and freed their 
“leader” who was placed 
under House Arrest by 
the hardline 
Marxist/Leninists who 
managed to take control 
of the Majority in the then 
ruling New Jewel 
Movement (NJM) that 
controlled the Grenada 
Revolution. 
 Emmalin Pierre and NNP 
should be careful with the 
Cajeton Hood-Jenny 
Simon team who are 
clearly erroneous in their 
judgment about their 
influence and importance 
in the scheme of things. 
 This is even more so in 
light of information surfac-
ing in the past two days 
from small businessman 
Horatio Brizan who visit-
ed the Financial 
Intell igence Unit (FIU) 
which has in turn 
approached the Director 
of Public Prosecutions for 
guidance in a financial 
matter involving the law 
firm run by Cajeton Hood 
and his son who is also a 
lawyer by profession. 
 This might just be the 
opening of the Pandora 
Box and the NNP should 
take careful note. 
 There is something when 
we were growing up, we 
were always reminded 
about: “If you live in a 
glass house don’t throw 
stones”. 

The NNP 
Problems!!!

The political battle lines 
are now clearly defined 
with two weeks to go 
before the November 5 
general election. 
 THE NEW TODAY sees 
a straight fight for all of 
the fifteen seats at stake 
between the governing 
National Democratic 
Congress (NDC) of Prime 
Minister Dickon Mitchell 
and the New National 
Party (NNP), headed by 
Emmalin Pierre with the 
Democratic People’s 
Movement (DPM) of 
Peter David having a 
realistic chance in only 
one Constituency. 
 However, the DPM 
Candidates can help to 
influence the outcome on 
Poll ing Day in a few 
important battleground 
constituencies – St 
Patrick East and West, St 
Andrew North-west, St 

Andrew North-east, St 
Andrew South-east and 
St John. 
 It is clear that former 
NNP’s Prime Minister 
Keith Mitchell recognised 
the threat and impact that 
D’Movement can have in 
affecting the chances of 
Emmalin Pierre returning 
the party to power. 
 He was at pains at the 
NNP last national rally at 
St Mark to once again re-
iterate that a vote for 
DPM is a vote for NDC. 
 The Movement is an off-
shoot of the NNP and 
was formed nearly two 
years ago after its leader 
Peter David was forced to 
quit the NNP in the face 
of a barrage of criticisms 
from Dr. Mitchell himself 
who opposed his ambi-
tion to become the new 
party boss. 
 It was a gamble that the 

The arc of Grenada’s jour-
ney to fiscal maturity has 
been checkered and tor-
turous - half-baked 
reforms, misdirected leg-
islative changes, structur-
al adjustment programs; 
all in search of a judicious 
mix of direct and indirect 
taxes that is fair, equitable 
and sustainable across 
economic cycles while 
allowing the state to 
design and deliver pro-
jects and programs for the 
well-being, welfare and 
advancement of its citi-

The proposed recalibration of the current 
Income Tax regime

Déjà Vu:  Why ‘Fiscal Blasphemy’ should be rebuked?

 By Richard Duncan zens. This journey has 
been too long and too 
painful.  
 ‘Fiscal blasphemy’ is 
herein defined as showing 
deep disrespect, con-
tempt, or insult toward 
prudence in public finance 
management. In 
Grenada’s case such pru-
dence has been forged in 
earnest since 1986, from 
the hard knocks of indus-
trial strife, chronic fiscal 
deficits, Structural 
Adjustment Programs 
(IMF-imposed, IMF-sup-
ported and Home-grown).   
 As poll ing day 2026 
approaches a blasphe-
mous, vote-catching, ill-
conceived promise is pre-
sented to recalibrate the 
Income Tax Regime.    
 As presented, without 
substitute revenue mea-
sures and/or expenditure 
cuts, this gambit is mathe-
matically compromised at 
best and totally unwork-
able at worse unless there 
is an insidious intent to 

repeal the Fiscal 
Resilience Act and scrap 
the fiscal rules. 
 Attention is drawn to 
page 3 of “Walking the 
Straight and Narrow – 
Issues and Perspectives 
in Grenada’s Public 
Administration” (1996) in 
which the author recounts 
a meeting on Friday June 
30th 1995 (31 years ago) 
with the senior staff of the 
Ministry of Finance and 
Prime Minister, Hon. Dr. 
Keith Mitchell. 
 The account is repro-
duced below to give his-
torical content to what’s 
on offer today. 
 [“Look at this problem 
with the teachers’ salary 
this month. Does anyone 
check-back these calcula-
tions” he wondered aloud. 
Murray offered his prelimi-
nary findings. Not satis-
fied the Prime Minister 
replied, “that is one rea-
son why we have to abol-
ish income tax.’” 
  At the meeting he also 

 The gains of the HG-SAP 
were squandered through 
wanton disregard for the 
rules and regulations of 
the public service. 
 Two simple examples of 
the behaviour that brought 
these problems to bear: 
borrowings to f inance 
repeated budget deficits 
and issuing of guarantees 
for dubious investors 
(local and foreign) which 
when crystalised added to 
the public debt. 
 As a matter of fact, the 
authorit ies themselves 
were so ashamed of how 
rapidly and recklessly they 
had racked up the public 
sector debt that they 
began to hide the figures 
and sheepishly spoke 
only about the Debt-to-
GDP ratio rather than the 
actual dollar valve (size) 
of the debt stock. 
 They disingenuously 
argued that the size of the 
debt is not important, that 
it’s the country’s ability to 
pay that matters. At the 
same time the definitions 
of ‘debt’, ‘public sector 
debt’, ‘central government 
debt’ and ‘national debt’ 
kept changing as analysts 
and journalists tried to get 
a handle on the true state 
of affairs. 
 Prior to 2022 (baring 
COVID-19 Pandemic) and 
up to now, the Grenadian 
economy has been expe-
riencing an excellent 
phase of growth and 
development based on all 
metrics. See the IMF 
Article IV Consultation 
Reports, Reports of the 
ECCB and Caribbean 
Development Bank. They 
all tel l  a posit ive story 
which is cemented by the 

FROC Reports. 
 My takeaway is that fiscal 
sustainability, financial 
stabil i ty and industrial 
peace are all well-aligned. 
Unemployment is low; 
tourism numbers are up; 
construction (public and 
private) is booming; cost-
of-living cushioning mea-
sures are balanced and 
effective; loan delinquen-
cy and nonperforming 
loans at Banks and Credit 
Unions are very low; and 
liquidity in the financial 
system is high. All of 
which augur well for 
investor and consumer 
confidence. 
 The conditions alluded to 
above rest on the founda-
tions laid by the previous 
administration and but-
tressed by the current 
one, which acknowledges 
that government is a con-
tinuum. 
 Grenada’s fiscal maturity 
and sustainability stand, 
inter alia, on three (3) 
major sources of tax rev-
enue - Taxes on Income, 
Taxes on Imports and 
Value-added Tax. These 
are deemed to be well-
calibrated and serving the 
public finance program-
ming quite well.  
 Incremental tweaks over 
t ime with appropriate 
compensating measures 
are no doubt merited as 
circumstances permit after 
careful and rigorous 
analysis and delibera-
tions.  
 Compliance with the pro-
visions of the Public 
Finance Management Act 
No. 17 of 2015, Public 
Debt Management Act 
No. 28 of 2015, Public 
Procurement and 

Disposal of Public 
Property Act, No. 39 of 
2014, and the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act, No. 29 
of 2015 in the effective 
management of the public 
finances is critical.  
 Some highly respected 
analysts put the price tag 
of the current blasphe-
mous, vote-catching, ill-
conceived gambit as 
being high enough 
(upwards of $90.0m annu-
ally) to derail the fiscal 
rules under the Fiscal 
Resilience Act which must 
be restored in 2027, thus 
potentially plunging the 
public finances in disarray 
yet again. 
 Experience teaches wis-
dom, and former Prime 
Minister, Hon. Dr. Keith 
Mitchell must be justly 
credited for several of the 
most consequential 
advances made on our 
journey to fiscal maturity 
and sustainability. As such 
it is fair counsel, “Let not 
another period of political 
desperation lead us to the 
follies of yesteryear.”  
 What is most needed to 
bolster the Income Tax 
Regime are ongoing digiti-
sation, improved client 
experience, further staff 
upgrades both qualitative 
and quantitative and bet-
ter pay all geared towards 
signif icantly enhanced 
tax-payer compliance, 
administrative efficiency 
and effective enforce-
ment.  
 
(Richard W. Duncan, 
OBE is a retired Banker, 
former Accountant 
General and former 
Deputy Director of 
Budget & Fiscal Policy 
in the Ministry of 
Finance; and currently 
serves as Advisor in the 
Ministry of Finance) 

declared that he was not 
asking the Ministry of 
Finance for any advice on 
the abolition of income tax. 
That was something that 
should have been 
analysed before coming to 
the decision. For me that 
was the first hint that the 
New National Party did not 
analyse the implications of 
abolishing income tax. The 
Party had a philosophical 
posit ion on the issue, 
made an election commit-
ment, but did not look at 
the methodology, timing 
and sequencing of the 
abolition. “The Ministry 
has to implement policy”, 
the Prime Minister 
declared.] 
 Immediately prior to that 
action, the Minister of 
Finance, Hon. George I. 
Brizan’s internationally 
acclaimed Home-Grown 
Structural Adjustment 
Program (HG-SAP) had 
produced its deliverables 
of restoration of Grenada’s 
creditworthiness, rebuild-
ing economic confidence 
and securing commit-
ments of international 
donor funding for the 
country’s Public Sector 
Investment Program 
(PSIP). 
 However, on the dese-
crated altar of a philosoph-
ically inspired, vote-catch-
ing, but an ill-conceived, 
and misdirected public 
f inance policy of ‘no 
income tax’, Grenada’s 
public finances changed 
course. 
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I firmly believe that recog-
nition, thanks, apprecia-
tion, gratitude... should be 
given to the people who 
have made a meaningful 
difference in our l ives, 
especially those who have 
helped us along our acad-
emic journey. 
 Today, I pause to 
acknowledge, appreciate 
and express my heartfelt 
gratitude to the Hon. Tevin 
Andrews, a man whose 
intervention helped turn 
what once seemed like a 
shattered dream into a 
beautiful reality. 
 My journey to the 
University of the West 
Indies, Mona, might never 
have been possible with-
out you. In 2021, I 
received acceptance to 
pursue a Bachelor ’s 
degree in Music Education 
at UWI Mona. I was over-
whelmed with excitement. 
 For me, this was more 
than an opportunity to earn 
a degree; it was an oppor-
tunity to fulfil a lifelong 
dream. I envisioned 
becoming a teacher who 
could create opportunities 
for aspiring musicians, 
particularly those young 
people who, unlike me, 
might never have access 
to someone willing to nur-
ture their talent, teach 
them the fundamentals of 
music and help them build 

meaningful careers in the 
industry. 
 I was ready to take that 
step. I was ready to invest 
in myself so that I could 
invest in the lives of oth-
ers. But sometimes, just 
when we believe the door 
to our dreams is about to 
open, life confronts us with 
a painful reality. 
 A few days before my 
scheduled departure for 
Jamaica, I visited the 
Ministry of Education to 
discuss the status of my 
study leave with the Chief 
Education Officer and the 
then Minister of Education, 
Honourable Emmalin 
Pierre. 
 As I entered the waiting 
area, a young lady whom I 
knew approached me and 
said, “Mr. Roberts, I am 
sorry… myself and others 
are trying to get the 
Minister and the CEO to 
grant you study leave.” 
 Those words immediately 
unsettled me. Moments 
later, the Minister entered 
the room, walked past me, 
and went into her office. 
From where I was seated, 
I could hear her explaining 
that my study leave could 
not be granted and that I 
would have to return to my 
school. 
 Approximately ten min-
utes later, the Chief 
Education Officer called 

me into the office and con-
firmed what I had dreaded 
hearing: my study leave 
had been denied. 
 At that moment, I felt as 
though the future I had 
worked so hard to envision 
had suddenly collapsed 
before my eyes. If I had 
the power to disappear 
into thin air, I probably 
would have. I was devas-
tated. I cried bitterly in that 
off ice because I was 
ready, willing, and deeply 
passionate about pursuing 
this opportunity. 
 I could not understand 
why a young man so pas-
sionate about music, edu-
cation, and culture a 
young man who had given 
so much of himself to his 
community, his church, 
and his country could be 
denied an opportunity to 
grow, develop, and acquire 
the knowledge and skills 
needed to give back even 
more. 
I left the Ministry heartbro-
ken. I remember crying all 
the way from the Ministry 
to my home on Lucas 
Street. My dreams felt 
shattered, my hope was 
fading, and I found myself 
wondering whether I 
should simply leave 
Grenada behind. 
 It was one of the most 
painful moments of my life 
because I knew what this 

opportunity meant, not 
only for me, but also for 
the young people whose 
lives I hoped to impact. 
 But sometimes, when one 
door closes, God uses 
another person to help us 
find the courage to knock 
again. 
 In 2023, I had a conversa-
tion with the Honourable 
Tevin Andrews, who 
encouraged me to apply 
for study leave once more. 
I took his advice, reap-
plied, and this time, the 
opportunity was granted. 
 That encouragement 
meant more to me than 
words can adequately 
express. You did not sim-
ply encourage me to sub-
mit another application; 
you helped restore hope in 
a young man who had 
almost given up on a 
dream that meant every-
thing to him. 
 And your support did not 
end there. Whenever I 
encountered delays and 
obstacles along the way, 
you made the necessary 
calls and intervened to 
help ensure that matters 
were addressed. Those 
actions may have seemed 
small to some, but to me, 
they made an enormous 
difference. They reminded 
me that there was some-

one willing to stand in my 
corner and help me move 
forward. 
 Today, as I reflect on my 
journey at UWI Mona, I 
can see just how far that 
second opportunity has 
taken me. Studying in 
Jamaica has opened 
doors I once only dreamed 
of walking through. It has 
afforded me opportunities 
to perform, meet 
renowned musicians and 
academics, form meaning-
ful friendships, engage in 
research, and deepen my 
understanding of 
Caribbean music, culture, 
history, and identity. 
 These experiences have 
enriched me academically, 
professionally, and person-
ally. More importantly, they 
have strengthened my 
determination to return 
home and use the knowl-
edge, skills, and experi-
ences I have acquired to 
contribute to Grenada, 
particularly in the areas of 
music education, cultural 
preservation, and youth 
development. And for that, 
I am eternally grateful. 
 Honourable Andrews, I 
also wish to acknowledge 
the financial support you 
have extended to students 
from Carriacou. Such 
assistance speaks vol-

A dream denied, a dream restored!!!
umes about your commit-
ment to the educational 
advancement of young 
people in our community. 
 For students pursuing 
their dreams away from 
home, financial support 
can mean the difference 
between continuing their 
education and being 
forced to abandon it. 
 Education is an invest-
ment in people, families, 
communities and the 
future of our nation. When 
you invest in a student, 
you invest in every life that 
student may one day 
touch. 
 Hon. Tevin, thank you for 
believing in the potential of 
young people. Thank you 
for encouraging me to try 
again when disappoint-
ment had almost silenced 
my dreams. Thank you for 
the calls you made, the 
doors you helped open 
and the support you have 
extended to students from 
our beloved Carriacou. 
 I will never forget the pain 
of sitting in that Ministry 
waiting area, hearing that 
my dream might not 
become a reality. But nei-
ther will I forget the person 
who encouraged me to 
rise, try again and keep 
moving forward. 
 Today, I am not simply 
expressing gratitude for 
the opportunity to study at 
UWI Mona. I am express-
ing gratitude for the 
renewed hope, the 

restored confidence, and 
the possibilities that came 
with it. 
 My journey is not yet over. 
I still have much to learn, 
much to contribute, and 
many young aspiring musi-
cians to inspire. But as I 
move closer to completing 
this chapter of my life, I 
want you to know that your 
contribution has become 
part of my story. 
 One day, when a young 
Grenadian musician dis-
covered their talent, 
receives the guidance they 
never thought possible, 
and begins to believe in a 
future they once consid-
ered out of reach, I hope I 
can become for them what 
you have been for me: 
someone who helps turn a 
dream into reality. 
 From the bottom of my 
heart, thank you, 
Honourable Tevin 
Andrews. 
May your continued ser-
vice be guided by the 
same compassion, com-
mitment, and willingness 
to invest in the lives and 
dreams of others. 
 Some people hold posi-
tions of authority. Others 
use their posit ions to 
change lives. Today, I hon-
our you not merely for the 
position you hold, but for 
the difference you have 
made in mine. 
 

Kayon Roberts 

There are over 100 Green 
Parties in 90 Nations 
Globally, receiving millions 
of votes at election time yet 
our environment is sti l l 
under threat from the very 
economic systems that 
have unleashed a torrent 
of unregulated corporate 
harvesting of the earth 
result ing in massive 
amounts of CO2 being 
expelled into our atmos-
phere.   
 Even though the naysay-
ers of the past have 
acknowledged the exis-
tence of Climate Change 
and its cl imatic effects 
upon our economies and 
populations, this destruc-
tive process of harvesting 
the earth’s resources con-
tinues. 
 In fact, have you heard 
any polit icians recently 
speak about Climate 
Change and how these 
elected officials will some-
how change the trajectory 
of planetary collapse some 
day? It will happen folks.  
 Earth has l imited 
resources. Its oceans, 
seas and waterways are 
being polluted daily with 
micro plastics, chemicals 
and trash. Climate Change 
has challenged humanity in 
a way never before seen. 
 Atmospheric Rivers, 
unending droughts, loss of 
land to the oceans, Island 
Nations ready to be over-
run by rising waters, 
uncontrollable flooding and 
now accepted Forest 
depletion due to the ever 
present Forest Fires.  
 We keep electing right-
wing political parties that 
represent the wealthy cor-

porate elite and Business 
World. These Corporations 
spend $Trillions sending 
people into space instead 
of developing appropriate 
water barriers, forest fire 
retention systems, training 
a mass of people in order 
to protect our planet, find 
ways to save the present 
day wildlife species from 
extinction and most impor-
tantly shelter the home-
less, feed over a billion 
people near hunger, pover-
ty levels and develop a 
system that maintains life 
on earth. 
 The wealthy see humanity 
as an ever-growing con-
cern that needs to be con-
trolled and often thinned 
out. Much of the Third 
World is expendable, or so 
it seems. If it were not, why 
does poverty, hunger and 
pestilence still exist? 
 We look to the skies trying 
to read what the weather 
will be. Mother Nature will 
probably surprise us in the 
end. Heat Domes have 
developed over Europe 
and Asia. 
 Temporary Heat Domes 
often sit over Southern and 
Midwest US Regions 
where 36-45 degrees 
Fahrenheit can and does 
present itself for a longer 
period than a few decades 
ago. 
 Australia has experienced 
temperature mediums rise 
15-20 degrees within a 
day.  
The Ice Cap is melting, fill-
ing the Ocean with fresh 
water. The Ice shield in the 
North and South Poles are 
receding quickly, not giving 
Arctic Wildlife a chance to 

evolve in turn. 
 Carl i  Simon was right 
when she sang "they put 
all the trees in museums 
and charged us just to see 
em".  
 People don't think l ike 
North Americans who only 
know about their particular 
environment. Much of this 
planet is Third World or 
worse. 
 Regions are often unwill-
ing to allow the growth of 
wheat, corn or veggies. 
Areas where drought dri-
ves populations away in an 
effort to find sustenance. 
Ask yourself why do peo-
ple from far away strive to 
come to your lands? 
 Why did America build a 
wall on the border of 
Mexico? To keep the per-
ceived "good in and the 
unwanted out". There will 
be an avalanche of popula-
tion movement in North 
America much like what 
was seen in the EU a 
decade before. 
  It matters not what the 
authorit ies wil l  do, for 
where there is a Will, there 
always is a Way! 
 Look at your environment, 
your neighbourhood, your 
community. Protect it. It 
includes all the wildlife, 
bugs, birds and fishes of 
the waterways, the grass-
lands, foothills and moun-
tains too. 
 WE ARE ALL ONE WITH 
GOD. God's Creation was 
passed onto us, and we 
are getting failing grades. 
Once nature, clean water, 
wildlife, fresh air is gone - 
IT IS GONE. 
 

Steven Kaszab

Have we forgotten about Climate Change 
and an overheating Earth
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Lagoon Road business-
man Horatio Brizan has 
filed a complaint with the 
Financial Intelligence Unit 
(FIU) against the Law Firm 
in the city run by former 
Attorney-General Cajeton 
Hood and his son, 
Benjamin Hood over a 
financial transaction that 
went sour. 
 Brizan confirmed to THE 
NEW TODAY that he also 
brought the matter to the 
attention of the General 
Legal Council of Grenada 
(GLC) headed by former 
high court judge Justice 
Rosalyn Wilkinson that 
has oversight on the con-
duct of members of the 
legal profession. 
 According to the busi-
nessman, the issue cen-
ters around two financial 
deals – the sale of a plot 
of land adjoining 
Tropicana Inn & 
Restaurant near to the 

Horatio Brizan and Hood & Hood

that to me,” he added. 
 Grand Prix driver Lewis 
Hamilton is known to have 
lost the deposit of $4 mil-
lion sent to Trinidad busi-
ness tycoon Issa Nicholas 
on the sale of the Grand 
Beach hotel on Grand 
Anse beach when he 
failed to send the remain-
der of the funds by the 
deadline date to complete 
the transaction. 
 Brizan also said that 
Hood & Hood agreed to 
show him a copy of the 
$250, 000 cheque and “he 
can’t give me a copy of the 
cheque – he tell me that 
he will send it to me and 
this is over a year.” 
 On the sale of the land at 
the price of $270, 000.00, 
Brizan indicated that the 
purchaser gave him an 
upfront deposit of E$27, 
000.00 and there was an 
outstanding sum of 
EC$240, 000 left on the 
transaction. 
 He said he did authorise 
Hood & Hood to proceed 
with the Conveyance of 
the lands and to collect the 
remainder of the funds. 
 He claimed in the report 
sent to the FIU that Hood 
& Hood used up $25, 000 
of the funds to pay to the 
National Insurance 
Scheme (NIS) for him, 
another $12, 000 went to 
the government in taxes 
and in the end the compa-
ny handed him a cheque 
for $139, 000.00. 
Brizan disclosed that the 
purchaser had init ial ly 
made out a cheque in his 
name for the $240, 000.00 
and sent it to the law firm. 
 “They tell him (the pur-
chaser) they don’t want 
the cheque on my name – 
they want it on Hood & 
Hood,” he said. 
 THE NEW TODAY under-
stands that it is normal for 

lawyers to collect such 
monies on behalf of the 
cl ient, take out their 
agreed fees and pass on 
the rest of the funds to the 
client. 
 According to Brizan, the 
purchaser of the land did 
receive the Conveyance 
documents from Hood & 
Hood and that a few 
weeks later he asked them 
about the cheque with the 
money due to him for this 
particular sale. 
 “It took me over 6 months 
to get that money … he 
take what he want, no 
receipt, no telling me what 
he charge, no nothing and 
he just give me what he 
want.” 
 Brizan also alleged that 
some people were trying 
to purchase Tropicana 
before the Covid pandem-
ic in 2019 and made a 
deposit to Hood & Hood 
on the sale which fel l 
through and the law firm 
took half of it for them-
selves. 
 Hood & Hood has report-
edly fired Brizan as their 
client by sending a cheque 
to him as well as handing 
back all legal documents 
pertaining to work that the 
law firm was doing for him. 
 THE NEW TODAY under-
stands that based on 
Guidelines from the 
Eastern Caribbean 
Supreme Court, the fees 
of lawyers for such trans-
actions are normally one-
tenth of the sale price. 
 
Editor’s Note: The law 
firm of Hood & Hood is 
only under investigation 
at this moment by the 
FIU but has not been 
found guilty of any 
wrongdoing concerning 
the allegations levelled 
at the law firm. 

DPP: Cajeton Hood 
and Jenny Simon Are 
Misleading the Public

* From page 3 
 
Police on the eve of an 
election and to do this.” 
 Pinnock also referred to 
the act governing the 
operations of the Royal 
Grenada Police Force 
(RGPF) which specifically 
states that the lawmen are 
duty bound to conduct a 
probe into the allegations 
“if you have reasonable 
cause to believe that an 
offence had been commit-
ted.” 
 He said that Hood and 
Simon did nothing of the 

sort and were merely 
attempting to circumvent 
the legal process with the 
allegation made against 
the Prime Minister and the 
two high-level State offi-
cials. 
 Simon, a former 
Executive member of 
Congress is now support-
ing the NNP, and in the 
past three years have led 
a broadside of constant 
attacks against Mobilisation 
Implementation and 
Transformation (MIT) 
Minister Andy Williams on 
allegations of corruption. 

Grenada Craft Center for 
the sum of EC$270, 000 
and also a deposit of 
EC$250, 000 for the sale 
of the small hotel and 
Restaurant business itself. 
 He said he visited the FIU 
office on Friday to make a 
formal complaint against 
the law firm doing busi-
ness as Hood & Hood. 
 Brizan said that about six 
months after signing the 
agreement for the sale of 
Tropicana, Hood & Hood 
called and indicated that 
the prospective pur-
chasers were no longer 
interested in going ahead 
with the transaction. 
 He disclosed that he was 
dealing mainly with 
Benjamin Hood, the son of 
Cajeton Hood and asked 
him about the $250, 
000.00 deposit which 
should have been forfeited 
since the buyer did not 
pay the rest of the funds 

as agreed for the sale of 
the property. 
 He said the son informed 
him that the bank account 
of the company was 
hacked and that he need-
ed a few weeks to sort out 
things. 
 “What happened to the 
deposit that the people 
made on the property – 
they have not explained 

The Tropicana Restaurant & Guest House is up for sale by its owner

Benjamin Hood – an attorney-at-law attached to 
Hood & Hood law firm
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them. The council leaders 
had a powerful influence 
on the rest of the student 
body.   
  And so, the principal's 
words fell on deaf ears as 
we answered the urgent 
call of our student council 
leader to join students 
from PBC, Convent, and 
GBSS in freeing our 
beloved Prime Minister. 
The principal’s final warn-
ing that morning stayed 
with me for years, and I 
often wondered what she 
knew. As we walked defi-
antly out of the school-
yard, I recall her shouting, 
“You all will regret it.” 
 I also disobeyed my pas-
tor, whom I had seen only 
an hour ago. We were at 
the edge of the Market 
Square, feeling disappoint-
ed that our beloved Prime 
Minister had not yet come 
to address us.  We, mostly 
schoolchildren, had freed 
him from house arrest that 
morning; we were waiting 
in the Market Square to 
hear him speak. Fate sent 
him to Fort Rupert instead. 
Fate drew us up there as 
well. 
 The constant exchange of 
fire lasted approximately 
15 minutes. Then, there 
was a lull in the shooting. 
As if on cue, some people 
started emerging from the 
holes in the wall. They 
looked frightened and lost, 
like the refugees that I see 
on the TV fleeing their 
countries. Then a very 
plump, fair-skinned female 
emerged behind the oth-
ers. She was only wearing 
her top and panties. Yet, 
she did not seem to care 
about the dozen or so pair 
of eyes that were on her.  
Maybe she was disorient-
ed. No one said a word. 
 I surprised myself by 
chuckling soft ly at that 
scene. I often wondered 
why I had found hilarity in 
calamity. But that’s me. I 
have a keen sense of 
humour. 
 People continued appear-
ing from the holes in the 
wall. Then, to my great 
amazement, I saw people 
frantically scrambling up 
the high wall beside the 
steps - my temporary shel-
ter. That was the same 
wall that the bullets were 

ting and conversing casu-
ally a few yards away from 
the base of the fort.  
 I saw the sparkling waters 
of Pandy and Grand Anse 
Beach and wondered if I 
would ever bathe there 
again. I was Rainstorm. I 
couldn’t jump over, but 
wasn’t going back down 
either. I realised that I was 

also a sitting duck, stand-
ing exposed on the wall, 
the same structure that 
had just received hun-
dreds of bullets and 
maybe waiting for more. 
 None of my other fellow 
refugees were joining me. 
In desperation, I made up 
my mind to jump down, 
whether my escape would 
result in me being dead or 
alive. I closed my eyes to 
say my last prayers when I 
heard a male voice say. 
“Jump, I will catch you.” I 
opened my eyes. He was 
one of the men sitt ing 
below. He was short, very 
black, and stocky-built. I 
was hesitant but desper-
ate. I did a mental check to 
make sure that I had put 
on my short t ights that 
morning. He walked up the 
incline through the vines 
and bushes, looked up at 
me, and repeated, “Jump! 
I will catch you.” I could 
only nod my head. 
 First, I lowered my bottom 
onto the edge of the wall, 
holding on at the same 
time with trembling hands. 
Then, I eased my back 
down the side a little.  My 
feet found a supporting 
groove. I closed my eyes 
again and let myself fall 
into an abyss until a pair of 
strong arms caught me; an 

angel from God. The 
black, stocky angel placed 
me gently on my feet and 
showed me the way out of 
the fort. “Thanks!” I man-
aged to breathe. 
 The other men noticed I 
was confused and helped 
direct me to a narrow road 
that led from the fort to the 
Carenage. It was the first 
time I knew of a road or 
any buildings located 
there. I fol lowed their 
directions, my heart pump-
ing at eighty miles per 
hour, and I found my way 
to the Carenage. Floods of 
relief washed over me. I 
was thankful to be alive. 
 From that day, I devel-
oped a greater apprecia-
tion for family and friends, 
the frailty of life, and the 
sufferings of people 
around the world. Walking 
across the Carenage 
somewhat disoriented, I 
vowed to be a good 
Christian girl so that I 
would make it to heaven 
when I died.  
 
A Moment of Reflection 

I wrote this account of my 
experience on October 
19th, 1983, a few years 
ago. Each year, around 
this t ime, I reflect and 
express heartfelt thanks to 
Almighty God for sparing 

our lives on that fateful 
day. 
  I also take the opportuni-
ty to pray for the families 
of those who lost loved 
ones during those dark 
days of our national histo-
ry. However, I was inspired 
to post the story today 
after hearing plans (by the 
Ministry of Education) to 
revive the national student 
councils across the island. 
Hearing this noble plan 
brought back memories of 
the exciting days of the 
student council movement 
in Grenada, youthful exu-
berance and folly, and 
national pride. 
  It is also fitting that I post 
this story today, the 43rd 
anniversary of the tragic 
ending of a political and 
social era in this beloved 
country.  It is significant 
that our youth know their 
history and do not repeat 
the mistakes of the past. 
  As the adage goes, 
“Those who forget their 
past are doomed to repeat 
it.” Equally important is 
that they appreciate and 
build on the past in ways 
that empower them to 
remain spiritually and 
morally grounded, rele-
vant, and productive 
national and global citi-
zens.

trying to murder a while 
ago. I watched with inter-
est as they skillfully clam-
oured to the top and disap-
peared down the other 
side. 
 One or two left our haven, 
the steps, and took their 
chances up the fortifica-
tion. I wondered whether 
they had dropped to their 
death or not. I wondered if 
the wall was as high as I 
had imagined. I wondered 
if the rest of the country 
knew what was happening 
on that hill beyond this for-
tification. 
 I pondered what my sister 
was thinking or doing. Was 
she looking for me? Were 
other parents searching for 
their children? I imagined 
how worried they were. I 
imagined how the parents 
in those war-torn countries 
felt in t imes l ike these. 
Then I thought, “Where is 
Merl?” That was the first 
time since the initial explo-
sion that I thought of her. I 
prayed that she and the 
others were alive. The rest 
of us stayed put, praying 
all the time for our lives. 
We hoped that a miracle 
would arrive soon. 
 Instead, we heard a sud-
den loud explosion and 
sounds of more gunshots. 
“Oh God, have mercy!” 
someone screamed.   I 
shut my eyes and covered 
my ears, tears seeping 
through my closed eyelids. 
Sporadic shooting contin-
ued for another five min-
utes. I was dead silent until 
I opened my eyes to the 
sound of a roaring fire. I 
chanced a peek and saw 

that a shiny, red, new-look-
ing car that I had seen 
parked in the yard earlier 
was on fire. Later, I heard 
that it belonged to one of 
the Ministers of 
Government. He was killed 
on the Fort that day along-
side the Prime Minister 
and others. 
 Suddenly, I heard some-
one say, “Aye, boy, watch!” 
We all turned to the person 
to whom the voice was 
referring. It was a medium-
height dark young man in 
his mid-twenties. He had a 
deep wound on his right 
upper arm about five inch-
es long. He had seemed 
oblivious to the fact that he 
was wounded and bleed-
ing. My blood boiled. We 
were jammed like sardines 
against each other, and 
the wounded man and I 
were shoulder to shoulder. 
I began to frantically 
search my body parts to 
see if I, too, was wounded 
without me realising it, like 
that young man. I had to 
get out. 
 As soon as there was 
another lull in the shooting, 
I dashed to the giant wall. I 
did what the others did. I 
used the holes and 
grooves as steps and 
climbed my way to the top. 
Standing at the summit, I 
was shocked to see the 
distance to the ground. It 
was a very long drop from 
the top. “No way! I thought, 
“I am not jumping this wall 
into those bushes.” 
 Panicking, I surveyed the 
scene around me. I was 
also shocked to see that 
three or four men were sit-

My Experience on October 19th, 
1983- Fort Rupert – A Reflection

It was a regular sight to see Soldiers on the march during the 1979-83 period of 
leftwing government in the Spice Isle
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Ariza Credit Union has 
emerged victorious at 
International Credit Union 
Day (ICU Day) 2026 in St. 
George’s, turning the 
streets into a Formula 
One-inspired showcase of 
teamwork, creativity and 
financial empowerment. 
 Under the global theme, 
“Cooperative Finance – A 
Steady Signal in a Noisy 
World,” Ariza brought the 
message to life with an 
energetic presentation that 
placed the journey to 
financial freedom at the 
centre of the action. 
 The creative concept fea-
tured a Formula One race 
car navigating a course 
guided by a pit crew bear-
ing signals of f inancial 
expertise, while others 
represented the distrac-
tions and competing mes-
sages that can influence 
financial decisions.  
 The powerful symbolism 
underscored the impor-
tance of remaining 
focused on sound financial 
guidance, despite the 

many pressures and temp-
tations that can lead indi-
viduals away from their 
financial goals. 
 Among the financial dis-
tractions highlighted were 
messages such as “Buy 
Now” and “Spend Now” — 
appeals that encourage 
immediate gratif ication 
without necessarily con-
sidering the long-term con-
sequences. In contrast, 
Ariza championed practi-
cal financial signals such 
as “Plan Ahead” and “Is It 
a Need?”, encouraging 
individuals to make 
informed decisions, distin-
guish between needs and 
wants, and remain 
focused on achieving 
financial security. 
 The presentation reflected 
Ariza’s longstanding com-
mitment to financial litera-
cy and its belief in the 
cooperative principle of 
people helping people. By 
transforming an important 
financial message into an 
engaging public display, 
Ariza demonstrated that 

financial education can be 
both memorable and rele-
vant to everyday life. 
 Commenting on the 
team’s achievement, Ariza 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Mervyn Lord, expressed 
pride in the effort and exe-
cution that secured the 
win. 
 “The team stuck to the 
task, planned and execut-
ed magnificently. I am truly 
proud of what we were 
able to accomplish,” he 
said. 
 With the St. George’s vic-
tory secured, attention 
now turns to Carriacou, 
where International Credit 
Union Day celebrations 
are scheduled for October 
29, 2026. Ariza Carriacou 
is gearing up to continue 
the Formula One journey, 
carrying forward the mes-
sage of staying focused 
amid financial distractions 
as the team prepares to 
defend the trophy.  
 For Ariza, the race is 
about more than crossing 
the finish line first. It is 

Ariza Speeds to Victory at International Credit Union Day 
2026 with a Powerful Message on Financial Freedom

about helping members 
and communities recog-

nise the signals that lead 
to sound financial deci-

sions, navigate the distrac-
tions that stand in their 

way, and stay on course 
towards financial freedom. 

Trophy raised by CEo Mervyn Lord and Ariza's Formula 1 Driver - Allan Boca
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In a decisive victory for 
copyright management 
and the protection of 
music creators across the 
Eastern Caribbean, the 
Court of Appeal of the 
Eastern Caribbean 
Supreme Court (Price 
Findlay CJ, Byer JA, and 
Farara JA [Ag.]) delivered 
a landmark judgment on 
20 October 2026 in 
Eastern Caribbean 
Collective Organisation for 
Music Rights (ECCO) Inc. 
v Neon Briggs and the 
Attorney General of 
Dominica (Appeal No. 
DOMHCVAP2025/0001).  
 The Court unanimously 
allowed ECCO’s interlocu-
tory appeal, setting aside 
the decision of the High 
Court Master dated 20 
December 2024 that had 
struck out ECCO’s copy-
right infringement claim for 
alleged want of standing 
(locus standi). 
 In dismissing the Attorney 
General’s strike-out appli-
cation founded on stand-
ing, the Court of Appeal 
awarded costs of the 
appeal to ECCO. 
 The Court firmly held that 
ownership of copyright 
allegedly infringed is a 
question of mixed fact and 
law requiring the construc-
tion of the underlying 
agreements relied upon by 
ECCO.  
 The Court emphasised 
that the summary power to 
strike out a claim where it 
turns on the interpretation 
of legal documents should 
be exercised only in rare 
circumstances. 
 Because ECCO’s title to 
sue was properly pleaded 
and disputed, the matter 
could only be resolved at 
trial following full evidence 
and cross-examination. 
 

SUMMARY OF COURT 
OF APPEAL RULINGS 

Statutory Standing 
Preserved: ECCO explicit-
ly rel ies on statutory 
assignment under Section 

Court of Appeal Reinstates ECCO’s 
Copyright Infringement Claim

Price Findlay CJ

bers and through recipro-
cal representation agree-
ments with international 
affiliated societies, includ-
ing the Copyright Music 
Organisation of Trinidad 
and Tobago (COTT) and 
Broadcast Music, Inc. 
(BMI).  
 Furthermore, ECCO 
pleads that the State, as 
owner and controller of the 
Botanic Gardens venue, 
permitted the unauthorized 
public performance. 
 
ECCO’s Commitment to 
OECS Music Creators 

This ruling marks a critical 
aff irmation of ECCO’s 
authority and mandate as 
the sole collective man-
agement organisation 
(CMO) representing music 
copyright holders in the 
Organisation of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS). 
 By establishing that 
CMOs operating under 

statutory assignments 
cannot be summarily dis-
missed without trial, the 
Court of Appeal has forti-
fied the legal framework 
that enables songwriters, 
composers, and publish-
ers to receive just remu-
neration for the commer-
cial execution of their 
creative work. 
'ECCO’s CEO Martin A 
James, underscores the 
organisation’s resolute 
commitment to its core 
mission to safeguard the 
legal rights of music cre-
ators, fostering legal com-
pliance among 
Broadcasters, event pro-
moters, and all other users 
of copyrighted music. 
 ECCO remains committed 
to ensuring robust copy-
right administration 
throughout Dominica and 
the wider OECS. We wel-
come the Court of 
Appeal’s ruling, which 

23 of the Copyright Act 
2003, which permits full or 
partial transfer of copy-
right. 
 
Distinction from 
Precedent: The Master 
misapplied Mega-Plex 
Entertainment Corp v 
ECCO (SLUHC-
VAP2017/0032), which 
was strictly confined to its 
unique facts where inter-
nal by-laws were relied 
upon rather than statutory 
assignments. 
 
Reciprocal Agreements: 
Disagreements regarding 
rights transferred under 
reciprocal agreements 
(including BMI and COTT) 
point to the 'ineluctable 
conclusion' that the issue 
must be determined at 
trial. 
 
Venue Owner Liabil i ty: 
The Court directed that the 

Attorney General’s alter-
native contention regard-
ing State liability as venue 
owner, i f  pursued, be 
heard before a different 
judicial officer. 
 
Factual Background of 

the Claim 
The underlying action 
(Claim No. 
DOMHCV2024/0029) aris-
es from the 'Pinknic' event 
promoted by Mr. Neon 
Briggs at the Botanic 
Gardens in Roseau on 11 
February 2024. 
 ECCO brought proceed-
ings alleging unauthorised 
public performances of 
protected musical works, 
including hits such as 
'Bacchanal Rampage', 
'Cho (Hot Head)', 'Balance 
Batty', and 'Like It Like 
This, Like It Like That'. 
 ECCO asserts title to sue 
both as owner by assign-
ment from its direct mem-

allows the legal and factu-
al merits of ECCO’s copy-

right enforcement claim to 
be fully evaluated at trial.'

His Lordship, the Hon. Justice Gerard St. Clair 
Farara
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Many powerful countries 
are currently led by older 
adults, a system known as 
a gerontocracy (rule by 
elders). The global aver-
age age for a national 
leader hovers around 63, 
while the median age of 
the people they govern is 
in the early 30s. 
 In the Caribbean, the 
reluctance of veteran lead-
ers to relinquish power 
remains a subject of per-
sistent debate, specifically 
regarding whether execu-
tive term limits should be 
strictly enforced. The 
inherited British parliamen-
tary model places 
immense power in party 

Governing the future from the past
By Simeon Collins leadership, making it 

structurally diff icult to 
unseat a sitt ing leader 
from within. 
 Furthermore, deep-seated 
party tribalism and patron-
age networks often reward 
polit ical longevity over 
generational renewal. 
 While the tradit ional 
Westminster system used 
by most Commonwealth 
Caribbean nations does 
not mandate term limits for 
Prime Ministers, a few 
regional exceptions have 
broken from this norm by 
legally capping executive 
tenure. 
 Belize introduced a con-
stitutional amendment in 
2008 that explicit ly 
restricts the Prime Minister 
from serving for more than 
the duration of three 
Parliaments (effectively 15 
years). Similarly, the 
Cayman Islands 
Constitution Order man-
dates that the Premier 
cannot serve for more 
than two consecutive 
terms. 

 Aside from these excep-
tions, countries l ike 
Barbados, Jamaica, 
Trinidad and Tobago, and 
the Eastern Caribbean 
states have no legal limits. 
In these nations, Prime 
Ministers can theoretically 
hold office indefinitely, pro-
vided they maintain the 
confidence of Parliament 
and continue winning gen-
eral elections. 
 Recently, Dr. Denzil 
Douglas formally 
announced his intention to 
contest Constituency #6 
on the St. Kitts-Nevis 
Labour Party (SKNLP) 
ticket for the upcoming 
general election, constitu-
t ionally due by August 
2027. 
 Defying months of specu-
lation and health-related 
rumors, the 73-year-old 
veteran parliamentarian’s 
decision temporari ly 
freezes the local succes-
sion pipeline and defers 
the ambitions of emerging 
party figures. 
 In contrast, Dr. Ralph 

Gonsalves - previously 
one of the longest-serving 
democratically elected 
leaders in the world - was 
ousted from office as 
Prime Minister of Saint 
Vincent and the 
Grenadines following a 
landslide defeat in the 
November 2025 general 
elections. 
 His party, the Unity 
Labour Party (ULP), won 
only 1 of the 15 parliamen-
tary seats, making 
Gonsalves the current 
Leader of the Opposition 
while Dr. Godwin Friday 
assumed office as Prime 
Minister. 
 As he approaches his 
80th birthday, Gonsalves 
has signaled that he is 
preparing to step back 
from the front lines of elec-
toral politics, stating that 
he will not encourage the 
ULP to select him to lead 
the party into another gen-
eral election. 
 However, he has explicitly 
rejected a traditional, quiet 
retirement. Instead, he is 

channeling his decades of 
experience into interna-
tional advocacy, serving 
as a Senior Advisor/Elder 
to The Repair Campaign, 
an initiative dedicated to 
supporting the CARICOM 
Reparations Commission 
(CRC) in f ighting for 
reparatory justice. 
  Gonsalves’ career stands 
as a textbook example of 
the lack of executive term 
limits in the Commonwealth 
Caribbean; because the 
nation has no constitution-
al boundaries on tenure, 
he served uninterrupted 
for nearly 24 years (2001–
2025) before being 
removed by the electorate. 
  Africa is home to some of 
the world's oldest and 
longest-serving heads of 
state, creating a stark con-
trast with the continent's 
exceptionally young medi-
an population. This geron-
tocratic trend is epitomised 
by Paul Biya of Cameroon, 
who at 93 years old is the 
world's oldest head of 
state and its longest con-
secutively serving non-
royal leader, having held 
power since 1982. 
 Similarly, 84-year-old 
Teodoro Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo of Equatorial 
Guinea has ruled since 
1979, making him the 
world's longest-ruling cur-
rent President. 
  Other long-entrenched 
leaders who continue to 
shape continental politics 
well into their eighties 
include Denis Sassou 
Nguesso of the Republic 
of the Congo (83), Yoweri 
Museveni of Uganda (81), 
and Ismaïl Omar Guelleh 
of Djibouti (78). 
 The continent has also 
seen a recent influx of 
octogenarians either main-
taining power, assuming 
newly structured offices, or 
staging dramatic political 

comebacks. In 2025, 
Jean-Lucien Savi de Tové 
(87) assumed the presi-
dency under Togo's newly 
reformed parliamentary 
system, while Arthur Peter 
Mutharika (86) successful-
ly staged a political come-
back to be re-elected as 
president of Malawi. 
  These leaders sit along-
side other established 
octogenarian heads of 
state, including Alassane 
Ouattara of the Ivory 
Coast (84), Nangolo 
Mbumba of Namibia (84), 
Emmerson Mnangagwa of 
Zimbabwe (83), Joseph 
Boakai of Liberia (81), and 
Abdelmadjid Tebboune of 
Algeria (80). Together, 
they represent an 
entrenched political old 
guard overseeing nations 
whose populations are 
overwhelmingly composed 
of young people. 
  This dynamic is not 
unique to developing 
nations. In the West, 
Donald Trump currently 
serves as the 47th presi-
dent of the United States. 
Having won the 2024 
presidential election, he 
took office on January 20, 
2025, at the age of 78, 
making him the oldest per-
son in American history to 
be inaugurated as 
President. 
  Following his 80th birth-
day in June 2026, Trump 
ranks among the world’s 
20 oldest active national 
leaders. While older than 
most Western heads of 
state, he remains younger 
than several long-ruling 
African counterparts like 
Biya and Obiang. 
  A transit ion toward 
younger leadership is 
uniquely suited for navi-
gating the specific socio-
economic and existential 
challenges of the modern 
era. Younger leaders pos-
sess an intuitive grasp of 
the digital economy, artifi-
cial intelligence, and glob-
alised job markets, posi-

tioning them to draft for-
ward-thinking policies 
rather than applying out-
dated solutions to novel 
industrial shifts. 
  Furthermore, because 
the youth wil l  directly 
inherit the long-term con-
sequences of today's envi-
ronmental decisions, 
younger politicians often 
approach climate change 
and sustainable develop-
ment with a sense of per-
sonal urgency that older 
generations may lack. 
 By bridging the digital 
divide and actively cham-
pioning green initiatives, a 
new generation of leaders 
can build agile, technologi-
cally advanced societies 
that reflect the lived reali-
ties and aspirations of the 
youthful majorities they 
represent. 
 In conclusion, the global 
grip of gerontocracy high-
lights a widening divide 
between those who write 
the laws and the youth 
who must live under them. 
While the wisdom and cri-
sis-management experi-
ence of older leaders are 
undeniable assets, a 
rapidly evolving world 
demands fresh perspec-
tives on technology, mod-
ern economics, and cli-
mate change. 
 Balancing the scales of 
political power is not about 
dismissing the elderly; it is 
about ensuring that the 
generation inheriting the 
future has a hand in shap-
ing it today. Until structural 
barriers change, the old 
guard will continue to steer 
a world moving faster than 
ever before. 
  
(Simeon Collins is a for-
mer Director of the 
Grenada Bureau of 
Standards and first Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) 
of the Caribbean 
Agricultural Health and 
Food Safety Agency 
(CAHFSA), a CARICOM 
Institution) 

Grenadian soca artist 
Blaka Dan has joined 
forces with Trinidad and 

Tobago singer College 
Boy Jesse for the new sin-
gle My Time Now, 

released ahead of Trinidad 
Carnival 2027.  
 Released on Monday 19 
October 2026, the track 
was produced and 
arranged by Damion 
“Pappy Boi” La Pompe of 
Loyalty Family 
Productions. It was written 
by Wrenroy “Blaka Dan” 
Ogiste.  
 The collaboration pairs 
two artists with proven 
competition credentials. 
Blaka Dan won the inau-
gural Ult imate Soca 
Champion title in 2025, 
becoming the first artist to 
claim the prize.  
 College Boy Jesse is a 
former International 
Groovy Soca Monarch 
winner and a familiar pres-
ence on the Trinidad and 
Tobago Carnival circuit.  
 My Time Now continues 
the exchange of talent 
between Grenada and 
Trinidad and Tobago while 
giving both artists fresh 
material for the coming 
season.  
 The single is available on 
digital music platforms, 
including Apple Music. 

 Blaka Dan and College Boy Jesse team 
up for new soca release My Time Now

Blaka Dan
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A coalition of Civil Society 
Organisations (CSOs) has 
issued a formal follow‑up 
to the Supervisor of 
Elections, pressing for 
clarity and action after 
raising concerns about 
alleged breaches of the 
Constitution, the 
Representation of the 
People Act (RPA), and the 
Integrity in Public Life Act 
by individuals offering 
themselves as candidates 
in the upcoming general 
election. 
 The CSOs’ renewed call 
comes days after 
Supervisor of Elections 
Arthur Pierre appeared on 
The Bubb Report on 
Sunday, October 11, 
where he confirmed 
receipt of the coalition’s 
earlier letter but asserted 
that his office “does not 
have influence or a say” 
over the truthfulness of 
candidate declarations. He 
further stated that verifying 
such declarations “is not 
our duty.” 
 The coalition says this 
interpretation is inconsis-
tent with the constitutional 
and statutory responsibili-
ties of the Office of the 
Supervisor of Elections. 
 In their latest correspon-
dence, the CSOs point to 
Section 35(1) of the 
Constitution, which places 
the Supervisor of Elections 
in charge of the conduct of 
elections, and Section 
35(6), which requires the 
off iceholder to perform 
“such other functions as 
may be prescribed by law.” 
They argue that the RPA is 
one such law, and that its 

enforcement provisions fall 
squarely within the func-
tions contemplated by the 
Constitution. 
 The coalition emphasises 
that the Supervisor’s office 
is constitutionally indepen-
dent, a safeguard 
designed to ensure that 
electoral authorities can 
act decisively and without 
political interference to 
protect electoral integrity. 
 The CSOs highlight 
Section 33(2)(c) of the 
RPA, which makes it a 
criminal offence for any 
person to knowingly make 
a false declaration during 
the nomination process. 
They argue that, as the 
constitutional authority 
responsible for elections, 
the Supervisor of Elections 
is empowered -and oblig-
ated - to refer suspected 
violations to the Royal 
Grenada Police Force 
(RGPF) for investigation, 
and the Courts for prose-
cution. 
 The letter further warns 
that ignoring credible alle-
gations could expose the 
Office of the Supervisor to 
liability under our laws.   
 Several individuals offer-
ing themselves as candi-
dates are current, former 
public officials or persons 
in public life. The CSOs 
say declarations must 
comply with the Integrity in 
Public Life Act, including 
Section 40 and Schedule 
6, particularly Parts II and 
III, as well as Section 31 of 
the Constitution. 
 They argue that omis-
sions, misrepresentations, 
or concealed conflicts of 

interest fall within the inter-
section of electoral and 
integrity law and warrant 
urgent review and referral. 
 During his interview, Mr. 
Pierre suggested that 
members of the public 
should challenge false 
declarations in court. The 
CSOs counter that while 
citizens may do so, the 
law does not place the 
burden of enforcement on 
ordinary Grenadians. 
Instead, they say, the 
Constitution and the RPA 
assign this responsibility to 
the electoral authority. 
 The coalition has asked 
the Supervisor of Elections 
to: 
 Provide a formal written 
response to their initial let-
ter; clarify whether his 
office intends to refer sus-
pected false declarations 
to the RGPF or the courts; 
confirm that his office will 
issue public guidance on 
the legal consequences of 
false declarations and 
conflicts of interest and 
assure the public that his 
office will uphold its consti-
tutional and statutory 
responsibilities. 
 The CSOs assert that 
Grenada’s democracy 
depends on the integrity of 
its electoral processes and 
urge the Supervisor of 
Elections to act in accor-
dance with the 
Constitution, the RPA, and 
the Integrity in Public Life 
Act. 
 They say they look for-
ward to a prompt response 
within the prerequisite time 
given that Nominations 
Day has passed. 

CSOs Challenge Supervisor of 
Elections’ Interpretation of His 

Powers, Call for Action on Alleged 
False Declarations 

Grenada has strengthened 
the capacity of primary 
health-care providers to 
identify and respond to 
mental health needs 
through a training initiative 
supported by the Ministry 
of Mental Health, Wellness 
and Religious Affairs, the 
Ministry of Health, and the 
Pan American Health 
Organization/World Health 
Organization (PAHO/WHO).  
 According to PAHO/WHO, 
23 health professionals in 
Grenada enhanced their 
ability to recognize mental 
health conditions and pro-
vide timely support within 
primary health-care and 
community settings. 
 The training used the 
World Health 
Organization’s Mental 
Health Gap Action 
Programme (mhGAP), 
which supports non-spe-
cialized health workers to 
deliver evidence-based 
care for mental health con-
ditions. It took place from 
30 September to 2 
October 2026 at the Sir 
Kirani James Stadium and 
brought together nurses, 
medical doctors, and other 

Grenada trains 23 primary health-care professionals to 
better identify and manage mental health needs

health-care providers 
working in health facilities 
and the community. 
 
Context and the need for 
primary care integration 
Mental health services 
across many settings face 
barriers related to limited 
specialist availability and 
uneven access to care. 
PAHO/WHO reports that 
Grenada is working to 
bring mental health sup-
port closer to where peo-

ple live and work by inte-
grating mental health into 
primary health care. 
 In this approach, frontline 
services play a critical role 
in earlier identification and 
referral, helping ensure 
that people experiencing 
mental health conditions 
can receive appropriate 
support sooner rather than 
later. PAHO/WHO frames 
the training as part of 
wider efforts to strengthen 
Grenada’s national mental 

health system using a 
more community-based, 
people-centred model of 
care. 
 
The mhGAP training and 

what participants 
learned 

PAHO/WHO reports that 
the sessions were facilitat-
ed by psychiatrist Dr. 
Claudina Cayetano and Dr. 
Doris Keens-Douglas. 
Participants explored men-
tal health trends and 
strengthened knowledge 
and skills covering areas 
including depression, psy-
chosis, dementia, other 
significant mental health 
complaints, and suicide 
prevention. 
 The programme empha-
sized translating learning 
into practice. PAHO/WHO 
describes a mix of group 
discussions, role plays, 
videos, and presentations, 
along with pre- and post-
training assessments to 
reinforce how newly 
acquired approaches could 
be applied in participants’ 
own workplaces. 
 

Expected results for 
community access and 

earlier support 
By building skills among 
non-specialized health pro-
fessionals, Grenada aims 
to expand access to men-
tal health services through 
primary health care. 
PAHO/WHO notes that for 
frontline health workers, 
improved recognition of 
mental health needs can 
support timely and appro-
priate responses, which in 
turn can facilitate earlier 
intervention. 
 The training’s focus on 
primary care and commu-
nity settings is also intend-
ed to help strengthen con-
tinuity of support and 
broaden the range of 
places where mental 
health concerns can be 
addressed. As Grenada 
continues its efforts to 
strengthen its national 
mental health system, 
mhGAP training is posi-
tioned as one component 
of a broader shift toward 
integrating mental health 
into services available 
closer to communities. 

 
Key Details 

Initiative or programme: 
Training for primary health-
care providers using 
WHO’s Mental Health Gap 
Action Programme 
(mhGAP) 
 
Lead organization: Ministry 
of Mental Health, Wellness 
and Religious Affairs (with 
Ministry of Health) 
 
Partners: PAHO/WHO 
 
Funding amount: Not 
specif ied in the source 
material 
Geographic focus: 
Grenada 
 
Target groups: Nurses, 
medical doctors, and other 
health-care providers 
working in health facilities 
and community settings 
 
Duration or timeline: 30 
September–2 October 
2026 
 
Expected reach or out-
comes: 23 health profes-
sionals enhanced their 
abil i ty to identify and 
respond to mental health 
needs within primary 
health care; improved 
early recognition and more 
timely support for people 
with mental health condi-

tions 
 

Why This Matters 
This update is relevant to 
NGOs, civil society organi-
zations, and development 
practitioners working in 
health systems strengthen-
ing because it highlights 
how mental health training 
can be embedded in rou-
tine primary care using 
mhGAP. The approach 
supports task-sharing—
enabling non-specialist 
providers to deliver evi-
dence-based identification 
and initial management—
while also promoting earli-
er intervention and greater 
community access. 
 For program designers 
and funders, the Grenada 
example offers a concrete 
model for integrating men-
tal health into primary 
health-care platforms and 
for using pre- and post-
training assessments 
alongside practical teach-
ing methods. It may also 
inform partnership conver-
sations between health 
ministries, PAHO/WHO, 
and local organizations on 
workforce development, 
community-based care 
pathways, and the role of 
frontline providers in scal-
ing mental health services.

Psychiatrist Dr. Claudina Cayetano - facilitated 
the workshop 
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By Cecila Melville 
 
On October 9, 2026, two 
historic announcements 
were made that have the 
potential to shape interna-
tional relations in the 
future. The first announce-
ment was the award of the 
Nobel Peace Prize to Ms. 
Navi Pillay, former judge of 
the International Criminal 
Court. 
 The Nobel Committee 
which is located in Norway 
stated that Ms. Pillay was 
awarded the prize for her 
efforts to promote peace 
and international law over 
her decades’ long career. 
She was also recognised 
for her work in overseeing 
a UN report that concluded 
Israel had committed geno-
cide in Gaza in the war it 
unleased on the 
Palestinian people follow-
ing the October 7th 2023 
attack on Israel. 
 In awarding Ms. Pillay the 
Nobel Peace Prize, the 
Nobel Committee attested 
to the world the importance 
of the work being done by 
the ICC, in particular their 
fearless judges, to hold 
world leaders accountable 
for war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. 
 On the same day that this 
i l lustrious award was 
bestowed on Ms. Pillay, a 
person who is widely con-
sidered to be deserving of 
the Peace Prize, the US 
Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio had the audacity to 
announce sweeping sanc-
tions on the ICC. The mea-
sures ban all US entities 
from providing goods and 
services to the ICC. 
 The recent action is an 
escalation of the US gov-
ernment’s efforts to dis-
mantle the ICC. The sanc-

tions apply to the entire 
ICC and not only the 13 
persons (ICC’s judges and 
prosecutors) previously 
sanctioned by the US.  
 The ICC was founded in 
2002 and has a member-
ship of 125 countries. The 
ICC is responsible for 
investigating and prosecut-
ing genocide, war crimes 
and crimes against human-
ity.   The US, Russia, 
China, India and Israel are 
not signatories to the ICC. 
 The UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres has con-
demned the US action and 
called it “a serious blow to 
our collective pursuit of 
international criminal jus-
tice, of which the ICC is a 
key pillar”.  
 The ICC itself has reaf-
firmed its commitment to 
holding world leaders 
accountable for acts of 
genocide and other crimes 
against humanity and has 
condemned the measures 
as being “an assault on the 
rule of law and the founda-
tions of the international 
legal order”.  
 The UK, Canada, 
Denmark, Germany, 
France, Italy, Japan and 
the Netherlands and other 
countries have indicated 
their strong disagreement 
with the US sanctions and 
have pledged their unwa-
vering support for the ICC.  
 Today, the US has 
become a rogue state and 
has actively sought to 
weaken institutions such as 
the ICC and the UN.  The 
US government’s attempt 
to stop countries from sup-
porting and engaging with 
the ICC is a clear example 
of overreach of its sover-
eign powers. 
 Ironically the US has 
accused the ICC of over-

reach because it fears that 
the ICC will attempt to hold 
US citizens’ accountable 
for crimes against humani-
ty and war crimes where 
these have been commit-
ted against cit izens of 
countries that are a signa-
tory to the ICC. 
 Many persons who are 
struggling to feed their chil-
dren, get a job or pay their 
bi l ls may be wondering 
why they should care if the 
US imposes sanctions on 
the ICC.  Given that the 
mandate of the ICC is to 
prosecute war crimes, 
crimes against humanity 
and genocide, all govern-
ments and citizens must be 
concerned about any 
attempt to stymy the work 
of the ICC.  
 Undermining the interna-
tional organisations that 
seek to promote the rule of 
law, international peace, 
cooperation and justice will 
ultimately lead to the unbri-
dled use of force to resolve 
international disputes.  
 A UN Report concluded 
that Israel’s indiscriminate 
bombing of Gaza, which 
killed over 75,000 persons 
is an act of genocide. The 
fact that genocidal acts are 
sti l l  being committed 
reflects a greater need for 
international organisations 
like the ICC and the UN.  
 Therefore, instead of dis-
mantling these organisa-
tions they should be better 
resourced so that they can 
carry out their mandate.  In 
these perilous times, gov-
ernments must not stay 
silent! Every country that 
believes in the international 
rule of law, human rights 
and peaceful co-existence 
must reaffirm their support 
for the ICC. 

Not a time for leaders to 
stay silent

Marley was dead, to begin 
with. Not the singer, who 
lives forever, but my good 
sense, which expired some-
where around the third 
Grenada campaign rally of 
the election “season of stu-
pid.” 
 I went to bed that night with 
a cup of cocoa tea, a stack 
of manifestos, and a huge 
headache from too much 
Clarke’s Court and Coke. 
Somewhere between page 
four of one party's promises 
and page four of another's, 
which were the same page 
with a different colour, I fell 
asleep. 
 The clock struck one. A 
chill came over the room, 

and at the foot of my bed 
stood a man in a crisp shirt 
of the old party's colours, 
buttoned to the throat and 
pressed with the starch of 
conviction. "I am Peter the 
Ghost of Loyalty Past," he 
said, and his voice rang like 
a church bell on a Sunday. 
"Come walk with me." 
 He took me to a meeting 
hall full of folding chairs and 
sweat. There he was, 
younger and on his feet, 
declaring to the faithful that 
the other side was rotten to 
the root. He listed their sins 
one by one: the contracts, 
the “money in the brief-
case,” the cronies, and the 
closed doors. The crowd 
roared. Old women fanned 
themselves with his face 
printed on cardboard. 
 "You believed it then?" I 
asked. 
 "Every word," said the 
Ghost, "at the time." 
 Outside the hall, in the 
town he represented, a man 
was standing beside a pot-
hole on the main road. It 
was a modest pothole, the 
kind a careful driver could 
steer around. 

 "Who is that?" I asked. 
 "A constituent," the Ghost 
said, already checking his 
watch. "Constituents are 
always standing some-
where." 
 Then the hall changed. The 
chairs were stacked and the 
faithful were gone, and the 
young man sat alone at a 
long table while his party 
read out a letter. The word 
expelled hung in the air like 
smoke after a fire. 
  "What happened?" I 
asked. 
 The Ghost of Loyalty Past 
straightened his collar. 
"Disagreements," he said. 
"Principles. Misunderstandings. 
Treachery. Who knows? 
History will decide." Then 
he faded, and the starch in 
his shirt went with him. 
 The clock struck two. The 
second visitor did not 
appear so much as arrive, 
like a motorcade. He wore 
the other party's green 
colour, and it fit him well, 
almost as if it had been tai-
lored in advance. He car-
ried a measuring tape. 
  "I am the Ghost of 
Ambition Present," he said. 

was still standing by the 
road, and the pothole had 
grown. It could now com-
fortably hold a goat. 
 A schoolgirl was walking 
around it on her way to a 
school whose roof was also 
wait ing for someone's 
vision. 
 "Shouldn't you be down 
there?" I asked. 
 "I am down there," said the 
Ghost. "In spirit. Also on a 
billboard." 
 Then the doors of the 
grand office opened, and 
the Old Chief's anointed 
successor walked in, and it 
was not the Ghost. The 
measuring tape snapped 
back into its case with a 
sound like a slammed door. 
The Ghost of Ambition 
Present stood up, adjusted 
a tie that no longer quite 
matched anything, and 
walked out without a word. 
He took the carpet with him. 
 The clock struck three. The 
third visitor wore a colour I 
had never seen before. It 
was brand new, still with the 
price tag on, and the fabric 
smelled of fresh printing ink. 
He was hooded, and he 
carried a manifesto so new 
that the ink smeared when 
he turned the pages. "Are 
you the Ghost of Parties Yet 
to Come?" I asked. 
 He nodded and handed me 

a flyer. A NEW DEMOCRA-
TIC MOVEMENT, it read. 
CLEAN. PRINCIPLED. DIF-
FERENT FROM THE OLD 
PARTIES. "Both of them?" I 
asked. "Including the one 
you belonged to? And the 
other one you belonged 
to?" 
 The Ghost said nothing, 
but he turned the manifesto 
toward me. On the f irst 
page was a denunciation of 
the old party's betrayals. On 
the second page was a 
denunciation of the other 
party's corruption. Both 
were written with the confi-
dence of an eyewitness, 
which, to be fair, he was. 
"Spirit," I said, "you have 
been red-hot for one side 
and red-hot for the other. 
Now you are a third colour 
entirely. Is this conviction, 
or is it a wardrobe?" 
 The Ghost pointed with a 
long finger, and I looked. 
There was the town years 
from now. The man by the 
road had grown old and 
grey. The pothole had 
become a small pond, and 
children had named it - 
Pedro’s Pond. The school-
girl was a grown woman 
now, catching a fl ight to 
Brooklyn because there 
was nothing for her at 
home. 
 On the side of the road, 

rain-faded, hung three cam-
paign posters with the same 
face in three different 
colours. "Spirit," I cried, "are 
these the shadows of things 
that will be, or only things 
that may be?" The spirit 
held up a placard marked 
THREE PETERS. 
 The Ghost was silent. 
Then, for the first time, he 
spoke, and I swear on my 
grandmother's Bible that he 
said, "That depends on the 
turnout." I woke up with a 
start. It was morning. The 
cocoa tea was cold, the 
manifestos had slid to the 
floor, and outside a neigh-
bour's radio was already 
arguing with itself. 
 Like Scrooge, I had been 
shown the past, the pre-
sent, and a possible future. 
Unlike Scrooge, I was not 
the one who needed to 
repent. The question the 
spirits left with me is the 
only one that matters on 
polling day: Of the three 
men who visited me, the 
loyalist, the climber, and the 
founder, which one can be 
trusted? 
 
(Michael Roberts is a 
communications and 
political strategist with 
Common Sense 
Strategies Group) 

A Grenadian Carol: Three Ghosts and a Pothole
NDC Peter, NNP Pedro, and DPM Peter—Will 

the Real One Stand Up?
By Michael Roberts

"Mind the carpet. It's new." 
 He led me into a grand 
office. At the far end sat an 
enormous chair, worn into 
the shape of the Old Chief 
who had occupied it for 
longer than some voters 
had been alive. 
 The Ghost walked around 
it twice, measuring. "The 
very people you called rot-
ten," I said, "are now your 
colleagues?" 
 "Rotten is a strong word," 
said the Ghost. "I prefer 
experience. A man must be 
pragmatic. You cannot 
change a system from out-
side the system." He 
paused. "Or from inside the 
other system. It's complicat-
ed." 
 "And the contracts? The 
cronies? The closed 
doors?" 
 "Doors," he said, "are only 
closed if you're standing on 
the wrong side of them." 
 He sat on the arm of the 
great chair, testing it. "When 
the Old Chief steps aside, 
someone must carry the 
torch. Someone with vision, 
with range, with experience 
on both sides." He winked. 
"Nobody else can claim 
that." 
 Through the window I saw 
the town again. The man 

Page 16.qxp_page 16  10/22/26  11:58 AM  Page 1



COMMENTARY    THE NEW TODAY Fri., Oct 23, 2026   Page 17

By Special 
Correspondent 

 
More than two weeks have 
passed since the conch 
shell was blown and the 
campaigns are in ful l 
swing. The main political 
parties are pursuing differ-
ent strategies to woo vot-
ers. 
 The incumbent National 
Democratic Congress 
NDC is campaigning on its 
record over the past four 
years, highlighting the 
delivery of its 2022 man-
date and accomplishments 
in office in an attempt to 
influence a majority of the 
electorate to give it anoth-
er four years to govern the 
country. 
 The strategy of the oppo-
sition New National Party 
(NNP) is to focus on the 
perceived failures of the 
NDC government as it 
attempts to tie the fallout 
from instabil i ty in the 
Middle East, such as high 
food and energy prices, to 
the government. 
 The NNP is also arguing 
that the incumbent has 
mismanaged the economy 
leading to rising public 
debt, declining reserves 
and a heavy reliance on 
revenues from the Citizens 
by Investment Program to 
finance its operations. 
 The NNP is proposing a 
package of tax relief 
including raising the 
income tax threshold to 
$6,000 and lowering the 
rate from twenty eight per-
cent to twenty five percent, 
removal of VAT on certain 
items such as electricity, 
sugar, gratuity in the hos-
pitality sector, and the levy 
on water to ease the bur-
den and make it more 
affordable for citizens to 
survive. 
 The NNP is clearly target-
ing certain segments of 
the electorate that are 
finding it difficult to afford 
the high prices and make 
ends meet. 
 Should these policy pre-
scriptions resonate with 
that group of constituents 
the NDC could be in trou-
ble particularly in the mar-
ginal rural constituencies? 
 Prioritising putting more 
money in people’s pockets 
has always been an effec-
tive election strategy. 
 In the last general elec-
tions in Jamaica the ruling 
Jamaica Labour Party 
(JLP similarly campaigned 
on several economic poli-
cies and promises that put 
more money in the pock-
ets of Jamaicans. This 
helped the JLP to stave off 
a formidable challenge by 
the People’s National 
Party (PNP) to win reelec-
tion. 
 The NDC on the other 
hand has been campaign-
ing of the individual mani-
festos in the fifteen con-
stituencies to the 
Grenadian people and 
using its accomplishments 
over the last four years to 
make the case for reelec-
tion. 
 Although this has fired up 
the party’s base there are 
criticisms from some quar-
ters that the messaging is 
not reaching undecided, 

independents, disgruntled 
NDCites and soft NNPites. 
 Notwithstanding the huge 
turnout of party faithful at 
Sunday rallies, the NDC 
needs to recreate the 
coalition that swept it into 
power in 2022 to win 
reelection. 
 As was mentioned before, 
the NDC never took seri-
ous stock of the 2022 
election outcome which 
was actually an indictment 
of the former Prime 
Minister’s Leadership style 
and not entirely of the 
NNP’s performance in 
office. 
 Moreover, the party was 
able to take four rural 
seats, three in St. 
Andrew’s and St. Mark’s. 
In the other rural con-
stituencies where they 
lost, the results were mar-
ginal except for St. David. 
This suggested that the 
party retained significant 
support in rural areas in 
spite of the signif icant 
electoral swing against it. 
 Even in defeat the NNP’s 
provider brand was still 
strong. The NDC govern-
ment never acknowledged 
this as they fai led to 
undertake a concerted 
effort to revive the rural 
economy and neutralise 
the NNP’s strong rural 
support base. 
 Instead, it was driven by 
the mantra, “Whatever 
NNP did we can do it bet-
ter?” They went about 
implementing the projects 
left by the NNP, many of 
whom were poorly 
designed and not pre-
pared.  
 The NDC government 
went ahead and imple-
mented these projects 
without engaging in proper 
due diligence resulting in 
long delays, massive cost 
overruns and major dis-
ruptions as seen with the 
Cliff/Woburn Road project. 
 The government having 
owned these projects are 
now being blamed by the 
opposition for mismanage-
ment and incompetence in 
implementation. 
 In addition, the govern-
ment’s own initatives such 
as the Build Back Better 
Project and Project 500 
are plagued by implemen-
tation challenges and alle-
gations of corruption. 
 To make things even 
worse, Project Polaris 
which was supposed to be 
the government’s flagship 
transformative project has 

fallen flat on its face after 
the site chosen was found 
not suitable. 
  The recently commenced 
road rehabilitation works 
under the design, finance, 
build model, notoriously 
known for its lack of trans-
parency and fraud, has 
also come under criticism 
for the poor quality of work 
and large number of for-
eigners which has dis-
placed Grenadian con-
struction workers. 
 The NDC is trying to 
recreate the coalition that 
swept in into power in 
June 2022. However, this 
would not go down well 
with independents, the 
undecided and those vot-
ers who want to see good 
governance and trans-
parency in government. 
 The NDC’s base is fired 
up as seen with the large 
energetic crowds at 
Sunday rallies. However, it 
would need to attract other 
segments of the electorate 
including independents 
and the undecided, as well 
as those on the fence to 
win the election.  
 Since the NNP’s base, 
efficiently spread across 
rural and swing con-
stituencies, is particularly 
larger than that of the 
NDC, it is also showing 
signs of increasing energy. 
 Should the NNP be able 
to create sufficient surge 
energy to motivate and 
activate its most loyal sup-
porters, the NDC could be 
in trouble if it is not able to 
recreate the coalition that 
caused it to win the elec-
tion in June 2022. 
 This is why the NDC 
urgently needs to expand 
its messaging to attract 
independents, those on 
the fence, swing voters 
and disgruntled supporters 
who are contemplating not 
voting. The noise in the 
market is not the sale of 
fish. 
 The NDC needs these 
other groups to return to 
its coalition in large num-
bers if it is to increase the 
sale of fish and win the 
contest. 
 In the rest of the days for 
campaigning, the party 
must reach out and make 
amends with disgruntled 
supporters, especially, the 
grassroots influencers that 
they may have wronged 
and at the same time 
addressing the concerns 
of independents, swing 
voters and those on the 

fence. 
 At present, the NDC’s 
campaign mirrors too 
much of the hype and cir-
cumstance of its gover-
nance over the last four 
years. 
 The party often overlooks 
cultural issues such as the 
Prime Minister’s helicopter 
entrance into a rural con-
stituency where the majori-
ty of citizens are finding it 
diff icult to survive the 

As Candidates are nominated this Election looks very uncertain 

affordability crisis.  
 The NDC hasn’t yet 
demonstrated that it has a 
concerted strategy to 
recreate the coalition that 
is needed to win the elec-
tion. 
 On the other hand, the 
NNP recognising the need 
to attract those supporters 
who stayed away from the 
party, didn’t vote last elec-
tion or voted for the NDC, 
has employed a grass-

roots strategy of communi-
ty pocket meetings, con-
stituency touch downs, 
junction meetings and 
carefully managed rallies 
to create a surge energy 
that is intended to climax 
in the polling booths on 
election day. 
 With that being said there 
is still no clear path to vic-
tory for neither of the par-
ties at this time although 
the NDC, with momentum 

on its side, appear to be in 
a better position than the 
NNP. 
 However, as was said 
before, the election would 
be won or lost in the rural 
corridor running from the 
parish of St. Andrew 
through St. Patrick down 
to St. Mark. Whichever 
party gets the majority of 
seats in that corridor and 
is able to hold on to those 

(Continue on page 22)

Another massive NDC crowd at the Car Park of the National Stadium for 
the 'Big Five' rally

NNP supporters took to St Mark last Sunday in the build-up to the 
November 5 general election
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Pastor Stanford Simon, 
the Democratic People’s 
Movement (DPM) candi-
date for St. George South 
East, has made restoring 
services at the constituen-
cy’s community health 
centre a priority, calling for 
adequate staffing, equip-
ment and reliable opening 
hours. 
 Simon, speaking 
Saturday night at a com-
munity meeting in his con-
stituency, said residents 
needed dependable 
access to primary health-
care without having to 
travel to another part of St. 
George’s when localised 
services were unavailable. 
 “Healthcare is a basic 
need,” Simon said. 
“Healthcare is the right of 
every single individual.” 
 Simon outl ined an 
approach beginning with 
an assessment of what is 
required to reopen and 
strengthen the facility’s 
services in the community, 
working with healthcare 
professionals and the rele-

Pastor Simon prioritises restoring 
health services in South East

Grenada Co-operative 
Bank Limited has reaf-
firmed its longstanding 
commitment to education 
and youth development 
through its continued 
sponsorship of the T.A. 
Marryshow Memorial 
Award and the A. A. La 
Grenade Shield. The two 
prestigious distinctions 
recognise outstanding 
academic achievements 
among Grenada’s sec-
ondary school students. 
 The Bank proudly con-
gratulates Cydney Steele, 
a former student of St. 
Joseph’s Convent (St. 
George’s), the recipient of 
the 2025 T. A. Marryshow 
Memorial Award, and 
Myah Joseph, a former 
student of St. Andrew’s 
Anglican Secondary 
School, the recipient of the 
2025 A. A. La Grenade 
Shield. Both young ladies 
were recognised during an 
awards ceremony hosted 
by The University of the 
West Indies (UWI) Global 
Campus Grenada. Ms. 
Steele’s achievement 
adds to St. Joseph’s 
Convent’s distinguished 
record in this award cate-
gory. Ms. Joseph also 
made history as the first 
student from St. Andrew’s 
Anglican Secondary 
School to receive the A. A. 
La Grenade Shield. 
 These awards carry sig-
nif icance beyond their 
academic distinction. 
Named in honour of two 
Grenadians who made 
important contributions to 
education, public service 
and national development, 
the awards preserve their 
legacies while recognising 
students who embody the 
pursuit of knowledge and 
excellence.  
 The T.A Marryshow 

Co-op Bank Celebrates Academic 
Excellence Through Continued 

Sponsorship of Prestigious Awards 

Cydney Steele (left) and Myah Joseph (right) 
Memorial Award, named 
after Theophilus Albert 
Marryshow, CBE, recog-
nises exceptional academ-
ic performance across a 
broad range of subject 
areas. The A. A. La 
Grenade Shield, named 
after Alan A. La Grenade, 
MBE, celebrates achieve-
ment in technical and 
vocational disciplines. 
 “For us at Co-op Bank, 
this occasion represents 
more than a presentation 
of awards or even rewards 
based on examination 
results. Rather, it is a cele-
bration of determination, 
academic discipline and 
the possibilities that exist 
when young people are 
encouraged to pursue 
excellence” stated Ms. 
Linda Braveboy, Public 
Relations Officer. 
 Co-op Bank also com-
mends UWI for its contin-
ued stewardship of these 
awards and its commit-
ment to recognising the 
accomplishments of young 
Grenadians. In her 

remarks, Head of Site at 
UWI, Mrs. Keisha 
Commiss iong-Branch, 
emphasised that “Each 
award tells a story of dedi-
cation, growth and 
achievement. 
 These stories remind us 
that excellence takes 
many forms and that every 
student has something 
valuable to contribute”. 
 While two students 
received the top distinc-
tions, every nomination 
represents signif icant 
effort and dedication wor-
thy of recognition. In light 
of this, the Bank also 
acknowledges and cele-
brates the nominees from 
schools across the island 
whose exceptional perfor-
mances placed them and 
their respective schools 
among those considered 
for honours. 
 Co-op Bank remains 
proud to play a part in 
recognising potential and 
supporting educational 
opportunities for the next 
generation.

vant authorities.  
  He said elderly residents 
seeking medication, wor-
ried parents and workers 
requiring medical atten-
tion, should be able to 
access care. 

 “I do not want to stand 
here and make a promise 
that sounds good tonight 
and means nothing tomor-
row,” said Simon. “I am 
making a commitment to 
fight for the community 

and the needs of the com-
munity.” 
 The healthcare commit-
ment is part of Simon’s 
wider constituency agen-
da, covering support for 
community organisations, 
opportunities for young 
people and more depend-
able markets for farmers. 
 Simon advocated for 
transparent access to 
small community grants, 
assistance with project 
planning, and stronger 
partnerships involving 
schools, churches and 
sporting organisations. 
 “These resources must 
not depend on which party 
you support,” he said. 
 The religious leader also 
called for better sporting 
facil i t ies, mentorship, 
vocational training and 
opportunities in technolo-
gy, culture and entrepre-
neurship to help young 
people build their futures 
in Grenada. 
 On agriculture, Simon 
pledged to push for the full 
re-opening of the state-

controlled Marketing & 
National Importing Board 
(MNIB) and strengthening 
links between farmers and 
hotels, supermarkets, 
restaurants and schools. 
 Since the change of gov-
ernment in 2022, the state 
body has been engaged in 
limited operation. 
 Government is said to be 
looking at finding a private 
sector partner for the loss-

making enterprise. 
 In presenting accountabil-
ity as central to his St. 
George South East candi-
dacy, Simon pledged to 
consult residents to 
explain both progress and 
obstacles in the con-
stituency. 
 “If you elect me to repre-
sent St. George’s South-
East, I must always 
remember who sent me 

there,” he emphasised. 
 Simon is facing stiff com-
petition to win the seat on 
November 5 from the 
incumbent Health Minister 
Phil l ip Telesford of the 
Congress party and attor-
ney-at-law Dwight 
Horsford who is running 
on the ticket of the major 
opposition New National 
Party (NNP). 

Dame Cécile La Grenade - Governor General of Grenada and daughter of 
A. A. La Grenade (right).Linda Braveboy, Public Relations Officer - Co-op 
Bank (left), and Myah Joseph (center)

Pastor Stanford Simon - the DPM candidate for St 
George South-east
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As Candidates are 
nominated this Election 

looks very uncertain 
* From page 17 
 
that are considered safe for 
them will win the elections. 
 This is where the Town of St. 
George and St. John become 
crucial battleground constituen-
cies that could determine the 
elections. If either of the main 
parties lose a seat or two in the 
corridor they will need to pick 
up one or two of those two 
seats. 
 Interestingly, it is in these two 
constituencies the newly 
formed Democratic People’s 
Movement (DPM) can cause 
problems and influence the out-
come of the elections. 
 The DPM political leader is 
reportedly leading in the Town 

according to the numbers from 
canvassing and Arley Gill is 
believed to be picking up sup-
port in St. John. 
 The outcome of these two 
seats could determine the elec-
tions if the two main parties 
split the seats in the corridor. 
 Additionally, DPM candidates 
Pamela Williams for St. Andrew 
North East and Dishon 
Edward’s in St. Patrick East 
can be genuine spoilers in their 
respective constituencies. 
 In conclusion, there are other 
factors that could be at play in 
this election. The numbers of 
persons coming home from 
abroad to vote, the number of 
persons registered in the last 
week of registration and the 

numbers and categories or vot-
ers who would stay away from 
the poll ing booth this t ime 
around. 
 There are also concerns that 
the numbers from canvassing 
in many of the constituencies 
are not accurate. Over many 
election cycles voters have 
become more cynical and 
opportunistic. They pretend to 
be on the side of the incumbent 
just to receive material benefits 
however vote otherwise. 
 Who would have thought Andy 
Williams would beat Nolan Cox 
in the South by such a large 
margin after he built so many 
roads and gave out so many 
land titles. 
 One can’t forget the videos 
with scores of persons collect-
ing windows, doors and stoves 
from Alvin Dabreo’s office yet 
he still lost by a narrow margin 
to a young newcomer. 
 Psephology and traditional 
polling are yet to develop tools 
to pick up on how culture and 
emotive feelings shape how cit-
izens participate and respond 
to politics. 
 We can’t overlook the fact that 
deciding who to vote for is 
heavily influenced, among 
other things, by bodily, cultural 
and emotional processes. This 
makes the elections on 
November 5 very uncertain.

Page 22.qxp_page 22  10/22/26  6:47 PM  Page 1



COMMENTARY    THE NEW TODAY Fri., Oct 23, 2026   Page 23

On 14 October, IMF 
Managing Director 
Kristalina Georgieva 
warned that higher bor-
rowing costs, falling devel-
opment assistance and 
other economic pressures 
threaten to widen the dis-
tance between advanced 
and developing 
economies. 
 She appealed for addi-
tional resources for the 
Fund’s Poverty Reduction 
and Growth Trust and its 
Catastrophe Containment 
and Relief Trust, which 
assist low-income and par-
ticularly vulnerable coun-
tries. 
That appeal deserves sup-
port. The poorest countries 
should not be abandoned. 
 But the discussion must 
also include countries 
whose vulnerabil i ty is 
obscured by their designa-
tion as middle-income or 
even high-income 
economies. Several 
Caribbean states fall into 
these categories. Their 
income classifications say 
something about their 
economies, but far less 
about their capacity to 
withstand a major disaster 
or a prolonged collapse in 
earnings. 
 This is hardly a new argu-
ment. As far back as 
October 2009, I wrote 
about Caribbean leaders 
who attended the IMF and 
World Bank meetings in 
Turkey seeking relief and 
restructuring for the debt 
of vulnerable, middle-
income countries. 
 The late David 
Thompson, then Barbados 
Prime Minister, explained 
that restricted access to 
World Bank funding had 
pushed countries towards 
private borrowing at higher 
interest rates and with 
shorter repayment peri-
ods. 
 Seventeen years later, the 
region is sti l l  having to 
make the case that the 
terms on which countries 
borrow can determine 
whether they develop or 
spend years struggling to 
meet payments. 
 There has been progress, 
and it should be acknowl-
edged. 
 The World Bank’s 
International Development 
Association makes provi-
sion for some small 
economies above its nor-
mal income threshold. The 
IMF’s Resil ience and 
Sustainability Trust also 
provides longer-term 
financing for eligible vul-
nerable middle-income 
countries and small devel-
oping states. These 
arrangements are impor-
tant departures from a 
system that rel ied too 
heavily on income alone. 
 However, eligibility for a 

The Caribbean “Too Rich for Help”: When Will the Fiction End? 
particular facility does not 
settle the larger question 
of whether a country can 
obtain sufficient financing, 
on suitable terms, when it 
needs it. Nor does a new 
loan remove the burden of 
existing debt. 
 For Caribbean people, 
that burden has practical 
consequences. 
 Money committed to debt 
payments cannot also pur-
chase medical equipment, 
improve schools or repair 
water systems. When gov-
ernments have little room 
to spend, necessary work 
is postponed. Roads dete-
riorate, public services 
struggle and opportunities 
for young people diminish. 
 The consequences extend 
beyond government bud-
gets. Businesses depend 
on reliable electricity, func-
tioning ports, good roads 
and workers with the skills 
their enterprises require. A 
government unable to 
finance these services will 
find it harder to support the 
economic activity from 
which future revenue must 
come. 
 Debt can therefore weak-
en the very capacity need-
ed to repay it. 
 None of this excuses 
careless borrowing, waste-
ful expenditure or poor 
administration. Caribbean 
governments owe their 
people transparent 
accounts, sound procure-
ment, competent debt 
management and invest-
ments that can withstand 
scrutiny. 
 Borrowing for projects 
with doubtful benefits 
places an unfair obligation 
on future taxpayers. 
 The region’s case is 
stronger when govern-
ments demonstrate that 
they are managing public 
money responsibly. 
 But even the best-man-
aged small state cannot 
prevent a hurricane, con-
trol international oil prices 
or stop a recession in the 
countries from which its 
visitors arrive. Nor can it 
spread those risks across 
the range of industries and 
markets available to a 
much larger economy. 
 Consider a country whose 
hotels, roads, electricity 
network and homes suffer 
extensive damage in a sin-
gle storm. Its government 
faces urgent expenditure 
just as tax receipts 
decline. It must restore 
essential services and 
help people recover their 
livelihoods while continu-
ing to meet obligations 
incurred before the disas-
ter. 
 An income figure calculat-
ed before the storm offers 
little guidance on what that 
government can now 
afford. 

 There is also a distinction 
between borrowing to cre-
ate new productive assets 
and borrowing to replace 
what has been destroyed. 
Replacing a bridge may 
restore an essential con-
nection, but it does not 
necessari ly create the 
additional income needed 
to service another loan. 
 Repeated reconstruction 
can leave a country owing 
more simply to recover the 
standard of living it previ-
ously enjoyed. 
 International f inancing 
arrangements must take 
account of this reality. 
 The United Nations 
General Assembly adopt-
ed the Multidimensional 
Vulnerability Index (MVI) in 
August 2024. Antigua and 
Barbuda’s Prime Minister, 
Gaston Browne, co-
chaired the UN High-Level 
Panel that developed it, 
alongside Norway’s former 
Prime Minister, Erna 
Solberg. 
 The index provides a fuller 
assessment of countries’ 
vulnerability to external 
shocks and their structural 
capacity to withstand 
them. That work should 
inform actual f inancing 
decisions, including 
access, interest rates and 
repayment periods. 
Recognition of vulnerability 
is of limited use if it leaves 
the terms of borrowing 
untouched. 
 There should also be 
wider provision for sus-
pending debt payments 
after major disasters, 
allowing governments to 
direct scarce resources 
towards immediate recov-
ery. Such arrangements 
should be agreed before 
emergencies occur, when 
there is time to settle the 
terms properly. 
 Where repeated disasters 
have contributed substan-
tial ly to unsustainable 
debt, creditors should be 
prepared to examine 
restructuring and relief. 
Grants and deeply conces-
sional finance should carry 
a greater share of the cost 
of adaptation and disaster 
recovery. 
 Caribbean governments 
and regional institutions 
have already done sub-
stantial work to advance 
this case. Barbados’ 
Bridgetown Initiative, the 
MVI, and the Caribbean 
Development Bank’s col-
laboration with other 
development banks on 
debt and resilience financ-
ing demonstrate serious 
regional effort. 
 These initiatives require 
decisions by international 
governments and institu-
t ions with the power to 
change financing rules and 
provide resources. 
Caribbean countries can 

develop proposals, supply 
evidence and negotiate 
persistently. They cannot, 
by themselves, secure 
changes that depend on 
the agreement of major 
shareholders and credi-
tors. 
 The forthcoming 
Commonwealth Heads of 

Government Meeting in 
Antigua and Barbuda 
offers an opportunity to 
press influential govern-
ments for specific commit-
ments to advance these 
proposals within interna-
tional financial institutions. 
 The people of small 
Caribbean island-states 

need financing arrange-
ments that give them a 
reasonable chance to 
build, recover and 
advance. An income clas-
sif ication should help 
explain a country’s circum-
stances. It should never 
become an excuse for 
ignoring them. 

 
(Sir Ronald Sanders is 
Antigua and Barbuda 
Ambassador to the US 
and the OAS and Chair 
of the Inter-American 
Council for Integral 
Development.  The 
views expressed are his 
own)
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Every election season 
across the Caribbean 
brings a familiar spectacle: 
political rallies filled with 
enthusiastic supporters, 
stirring speeches, ambi-
t ious manifestos, and 
promises of a brighter 
tomorrow.  
 Polit icians pledge to 
reduce crime, improve 
healthcare, create employ-
ment, modernise public 
services, eliminate corrup-
tion, and build economies 
that offer opportunity and 
dignity to every citizen. 
 Yet, when the music 
fades, the banners disap-
pear, and elected candi-
dates settle into office, an 

Beyond Election Promises: Why Caribbean Governments Must Be 
Held Accountable for the Problems That Never Seem to Disappear

uncomfortable question 
often remains: What 
becomes of the promises 
made to the people? 
 In Grenada, as in many 
other Caribbean nations, 
citizens continue to con-
front problems that have 
persisted through succes-
sive administrations. 
Healthcare systems strug-
gle with limited resources, 
crime and public safety 
remain legit imate con-
cerns, and citizens may 
spend hours moving 
between government 
departments to obtain doc-
uments or complete trans-
actions that should require 
a single visit. 
 These difficulties do not 
necessarily arise from a 
lack of resources or capa-
ble professionals. They 
often reflect deeper institu-
tional weaknesses: inade-
quate planning, fragment-
ed administration, political 
interference, poor coordi-
nation, and a culture that 
values announcing initia-
tives more than measuring 
results. 
 The fundamental question 

is not simply why politi-
cians fai l to fulf i l l  their 
promises. It is why political 
systems allow inefficiency 
and poor service delivery 
to persist without mean-
ingful consequences. 
 

The social contract: 
Government is a respon-

sibility, not a reward 
Democracy is more than 
the opportunity to vote 
every few years. At i ts 
foundation lies a social 
contract between the gov-
erned and those entrusted 
with public authority. 
 Cit izens accept the 
authority of the state, pay 
taxes, obey laws, and par-
ticipate in national institu-
tions. In return, govern-
ment is expected to 
protect life and property, 
administer justice, provide 
essential public services, 
manage public resources 
responsibly, and create 
conditions in which society 
can prosper. 
 Elections confer authority 
to govern; they do not 
grant immunity from scruti-
ny. 

 At times, Caribbean politi-
cal culture has encour-
aged citizens to assess 
elected officials through 
party loyalty, personal 
relationships, historical 
al legiance, or polit ical 
patronage. In this environ-
ment, reasonable criticism 
of government perfor-
mance may be mistaken 
for hostility toward a politi-
cal party rather than rec-
ognized as an exercise of 
citizenship. 
 That mindset must 
change. A government 
should be judged not 
merely by the eloquence 
of its ministers, the popu-
larity of its leader, or the 
number of projects 
announced, but by mea-
surable improvements in 
the lives of ordinary peo-
ple. 
  Did crime decline? Did 
emergency medical care 
improve? Did wait ing 
times for government ser-
vices decrease? Were 
public funds spent effi-
ciently? Were promised 
projects completed on 
schedule and within bud-
get? 
  These are not partisan 
questions. They are ques-
tions of governance, stew-
ardship, and national 
responsibility. 
 

Why do glaring prob-
lems persist through 

successive administra-
tion 

Several interconnected 
factors help explain why 
certain problems remain 
unresolved year after year. 
 First, political incentives 
frequently favour short-
term achievements over 
long-term institutional 
reform. A newly painted 
building, a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony, or the 
announcement of a major 
development project may 
generate immediate politi-
cal attention.  
 Reforming hospital pro-
curement, improving 
police investigations, inte-
grating government data-
bases, or restructuring an 
inefficient department may 
produce fewer headlines, 
even though the long-term 
benefits could be far 
greater. 
 Second, policy continuity 
is often vulnerable to 
changes in government. 
Incoming administrations 
may abandon, rename, 
delay, or redesign initia-
tives associated with their 
predecessors. In small 
countries with l imited 
f inancial and technical 
resources, such disconti-
nuity can be particularly 
costly. 
 Third, many government 
departments operate in 
administrative si los. 
Ministries and agencies 
may maintain separate 
procedures, information 
systems, off ices, and 
approval requirements, 
even when they serve the 
same citizen or depend on 
the same information. 
 Fourth, public sector per-
formance is not always 
evaluated against clearly 
published service stan-

dards. Without defined tar-
gets, transparent report-
ing, independent assess-
ment, and consequences 
for persistent underperfor-
mance, inefficiency can 
become institutionalized. 
 Finally, political patronage 
and the fear of confronting 
entrenched interests can 
discourage reform. 
Changing an inefficient 
system may require chal-
lenging established privi-
leges, reallocating respon-
sibilities, or confronting 
individuals who benefit 
from the existing arrange-
ments. 
 These obstacles can be 
overcome, but doing so 
requires political courage, 
administrative compe-
tence, and sustained pub-
lic pressure. 
  
Crime and public safety: 

Beyond promises of 
being tough on crime 

Crime is among the most 
serious threats to national 
development because its 
consequences extend far 
beyond the immediate vic-
tims. It undermines confi-
dence, discourages invest-
ment, places pressure on 
healthcare services, dam-
ages tourism, and erodes 
the public's sense of secu-
rity. 
 The OECD's Caribbean 
Development Dynamics 
2025 report estimates the 
economic cost of crime at 
approximately 3.7% of 
regional GDP. This is a 
substantial burden for 
economies already facing 
significant financial con-
straints (Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation 
and Development [OECD], 
2025). 
 Addressing crime requires 
more than political decla-
rations, additional police 
vehicles, or occasional 
increases in patrols. 
 An effective national 
crime-reduction strategy 
requires a coordinated 
approach involving law 
enforcement, education, 
social services, the judicia-
ry, community organiza-
tions, and economic devel-
opment agencies. 
 Governments should 
begin by establishing reli-
able national crime statis-
tics and publishing regular 
reports on violent crime, 
property offences, case 
clearance rates, prosecu-
tion outcomes, and the 
time required to bring 
cases before the courts. 
 Prevention deserves 
equal attention. Youth 
unemployment, school dis-
engagement, family insta-
bility, substance abuse, 
organized criminal activity, 
and l imited economic 
opportunit ies can con-
tribute to criminal vulnera-
bility, although their effects 
differ across communities. 
 Investment in vocational 
training, mentorship, men-
tal health services, rehabil-
itation, and meaningful 
employment opportunities 
should therefore comple-
ment professional policing. 
 Police off icers must 
receive appropriate train-
ing, equipment, investiga-

tive resources, and foren-
sic support. At the same 
time, independent over-
sight and respect for civil 
liberties are essential to 
maintaining public trust. 
 Grenada should set mea-
surable public-safety tar-
gets using verified national 
statistics rather than 
assume that regional 
trends apply uniformly to 
every island. 
 Success should mean 
fewer victims, stronger 
investigations, greater 
public confidence, 
and safer communities—
not simply more arrests. 
 

Healthcare: A nation's 
health must not depend 

on political fortune 
 Effective governance is 
especially urgent in health-
care. 
 Across the Caribbean, 
governments face chal-
lenges in medical staffing, 
diagnostic services, spe-
cialist availability, equip-
ment maintenance, med-
ication supplies, 
emergency care, and 
financing. 
 Grenada's health system 
must also respond to the 
growing burden of chronic 
diseases, including hyper-
tension, diabetes, cardio-
vascular disease, and can-
cer. 
 According to the Pan 
American Health 
Organisation's 2024 
Grenada country profile, 
out-of-pocket expenditure 
represented approximately 
53.7% of total health 
expenditure in 2021. This 
raises serious questions 
about financial protection 
and equitable access to 
care (Pan American 
Health Organisation 
[PAHO], 2024). 
 Patients cannot judge 
healthcare reform solely 
by new facilities or sophis-
ticated equipment. A mod-
ern hospital is of limited 
value if essential medi-
cines are unavailable, 
diagnostic machines 
remain inoperative, trained 
professionals are insuffi-
cient, or patients experi-
ence avoidable delays in 
receiving treatment. 
 A sustainable healthcare 
strategy should prioritize a 
strong primary-care net-
work, properly equipped 
emergency departments, 
reliable referral systems, 
continuous professional 
training, and transparent 
medical procurement. 
 Governments should pub-
lish meaningful healthcare 
performance indicators, 
including emergency 
department waiting times, 
availability of essential 
medications, equipment 
downtime, surgical waiting 
lists, referral delays, and 
preventable complications. 
 An independent clinical 
quality and patient-safety 
framework should be 
established, with authority 
to investigate serious sys-
temic failures and recom-
mend corrective action 
without political interfer-
ence. 
 There is encouraging evi-
dence of reform efforts. In 

October 2026, PAHO 
announced new agree-
ments with Grenada to 
strengthen medical equip-
ment management, hospi-
tal infrastructure, and pub-
l ic health legislation. 
These initiatives deserve 
recognition, but their ulti-
mate success must be 
evaluated by improve-
ments in actual patient 
care (PAHO, 2026). 
 Healthcare is a continuing 
national obligation, not an 
electoral project to be redi-
rected with each adminis-
tration. 
 The bureaucratic maze: 
Why must citizens visit five 
offices to complete one 
transaction? 
Consider a cit izen who 
needs to obtain a birth cer-
tificate, update an identifi-
cation document, register 
a business, make a statu-
tory payment, or secure 
approval for a routine gov-
ernment service. 
 Why should that individual 
have to travel between 
several government build-
ings, wait in multiple 
queues, repeatedly pre-
sent the same identifica-
tion, and return on another 
day because one depart-
ment has not communicat-
ed with another? 
 Why should information 
already held by one gov-
ernment agency have to 
be supplied repeatedly to 
other agencies? 
 These procedures cost 
citizens lost wages, trans-
portation expenses, time, 
and productivity. 
 These concerns are sup-
ported by research. The 
Inter-American Development 
Bank's 2019 report, Wait 
No More: Citizens, Red 
Tape, and Digital 
Government - Caribbean 
Edition, found that govern-
ment transactions in the 
Caribbean countries stud-
ied took more than four 
hours on average, while 
over 30% required three or 
more visits to public 
off ices. These were 
regional f indings, not 
Grenada-specif ic mea-
surements (Roseth & 
Reyes, 2019). 
 

 Practical solutions 
already exist. 

 Grenada should establish 
an integrated One-Stop 
Government Services 
Centre, bringing frequently 
used public services 
together in a single acces-
sible location. 
 Such a centre could 
accommodate civil regis-
tration, selected licensing 
services, tax payments, 
business registration 
assistance, social benefits 
applications, document 
verification, and other rou-
tine administrative func-
tions. 
 At a central reception 
desk, cit izens could 
receive a service number 
and complete multiple 
transactions without travel-
ling between departments. 
 The same principle 
should extend into the dig-
ital environment through a 

By Dr. Francis Amede

(Continue on page 27)
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Short-term only.  
Fully furnished 2-bedroom Apt 

at Springs, St. George. 
Comes with all the amenities 

– just bring your clothes & 
come. 

Call: 420-2442 or 407-4401 
for details  

******** 
Affordable apartment in 
Barbados near to U.S 
Embassy and Airport. 

Call: 246-234-3679 or 
 246-259-9187 

******** 
Bougainvillea Apts 

Self-contained apts centrally 
located in Grand Anse by 
shopping centers, banks, 
beach,transportation, fully 
equipped for self-catering with 
full kitchen, veranda, cable 
TV, internet. Ideal for 
long/short term lets. On SGU 
hospital bus routes. 

www.grenada- 
bougainvillea.com or  

bougainvillea473@gmail.com
Call:444-4930 

******** 
Two bedroom fully furnished 
apt in Mt Parnassus with pri-
vate parking 

Call: 416-2218/403-7647 

FOR RENT

Call: 1 (473) 435-9363

email: newtoday.gnd@gmail.com

website: www.thenewtodaygrenada.com

Follow us on our Facebook Page:

The New Today GrenadaCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

$1,200.00

FOR SALE 
 
 

Batteries for a solar project. 
 

Rated at 12v 200ah. 
 

Batteries are in very good condition and can be used by 
persons interested in building their own solar system for 

home use. 
 

Tele: 449-7504

WANTED

 DIESEL MECHANIC

15 years of experience 
working on excavators.

 

Call: 473-535-4062

NEEDED/ WANTED 
 

A gardener to work in the Springs area.  
 

The job includes weedeating, trimming and cutting. 
 

Interested persons please call or WhatsApp  
(473) 420-2442 

TRUCK DRIVER NEEDED
•   Valid D1 license or higher

 
      D1-category trucks or higher

 
      customer-friendly

 

Apply: Email CV/Resume to 

by 

NOTICE

NOTICE
For all your classified needs 

you can come into our 
sub-office on St. John’s 

Street, opposite 
Photo Max Studio

Deadline for submission of  
classifieds is Wednesdays 

at 4:00pm!!!

or call

435-9363

Apply: 
 

Email CV/Resume to 
islandoccasionsgd@gmail.com by  

6 November 2026.
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By CIVICUS.    
 
CIVICUS discusses the 
persecution of Uyghurs and 
activism in exile with 
Rushan Abbas, an Uyghur 
American activist, founder 
and executive director of 
Campaign for Uyghurs and 
chair of the Executive 
Committee of the World 
Uyghur Congress. 
 On 31 August, the World 
Uyghur Congress urged the 
United Nations (UN) and 
states to step up pressure 
on China over its treatment 
of Uyghurs in the Xinjiang 
region. Its call came two 
months after a new ‘Ethnic 
Unity Law’ took effect as 
part of a broader push to 
impose a single national 
identity. The date also 
marked four years since a 
landmark UN report found 
that abuses in the region 
may constitute crimes 
against humanity. Amnesty 
International and Human 
Rights Watch estimate that 
over a million people have 
been detained in harsh 
conditions in ‘re-education’ 

CHINA: ‘My Sister Has Been in a Chinese Prison for Eight 
Years Because I Exercised My Freedom of Speech’

camps since 2017. 
 

Why did you leave 
Xinjiang? 

 I  was born in Ürümchi, 
Xinjiang’s regional capital, 
during the Cultural 
Revolution. I started my 
activism as a student at 

Xinjiang University, where I 
co-organised pro-democra-
cy protests in 1985 and 
1988. In 1985, we 
mobilised over 20,000 stu-
dents from seven universi-
ties, institutes and technical 
schools across the city. We 
demanded equality and an 

ed my sister Gulshan 
Abbas. She’s a retired 
physician, a mother of two 
and a grandmother of four, 
and she had never been 
political. 
 In December 2019, 
Chinese state media outlet 
CGTN denied my sister 
existed and accused me of 
making up cases and 
spreading rumours over-
seas. In December 2020, 
the authorit ies f inally 
acknowledged Gulshan had 
been secretly sentenced to 
20 years in prison, obvious-
ly on fabricated charges. 
Her case is one of the 
clearest examples of how 
the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) uses kin pun-
ishment and transnational 
repression to si lence 
Uyghurs. My sister turned 
64 this June. She’s still in a 
Chinese prison because I 
exercised my freedom of 
speech. We have no pic-
ture or video of her. No one 
has been able to visit her 
and we have received no 
independent report on her 
health or wellbeing. 
 I quit my job after 
Gulshan’s detention to 
campaign full time for her 
freedom and for the 
Uyghurs suffering what’s 
effectively an ongoing 
genocide. Transnational 
repression has followed me 
ever since, in the form of 
cyberattacks, defamation, 
fabricated court documents, 
harassment and intimida-
tion. A video appeared on 
YouTube calling for my exe-
cution and that of my hus-
band, Abdulhakim Idris. I 
have received emails ask-
ing what colour rifle I would 
prefer to be shot with. After 
I published my memoir, 
fake books claiming to tell 
my life story appeared on 
Amazon. My organisation, 
Campaign for Uyghurs, has 
experienced persistent 
cyberattacks. My case is 
not unique. Uyghurs in the 
diaspora and those who 
speak out continue to suffer 
transnational repression. 
 

Why does the Chinese 
government target 

Uyghurs? 
The Chinese government 
targets us because of our 
distinct ethnic identity and 
heritage and because we 
are the owners of the land 
we inherited from our 
ancestors. Our Muslim faith 
and our culture and lan-
guage stand in the way of 
Beijing’s absolute control. 
Our faith in God, rather 
than the CCP, as the ulti-
mate authority threatens 
the regime. This fear drives 
the regime to try to erase 
our culture and beliefs. 
 Economic interests are 
also at stake. The Uyghur 
region is rich in natural 
resources, including coal, 
natural gas, petroleum, rare 
earths and critical minerals 
such as uranium. It 
accounts for 20 per cent of 
the world’s cotton, 35 per 
cent of its solar-grade poly-
silicon, used in solar pan-
els, 10 per cent of its alu-
minium and PVC 
production and 70 per cent 
of China’s tomato produc-

tion. 
 Geography matters too. 
The region connects China 
with Central Asia and the 
Middle East and is a gate-
way to Africa and Europe, 
including the Balkans. 
Once the heart of the 
ancient Silk Road, it now 
hosts four of the six major 
Belt and Road Init iative 
land routes, part of China’s 
global infrastructure pro-
gramme. This makes it key 
to China’s economic and 
geopolitical ambitions. The 
result has been ever-tighter 
control and securitisation, 
which has escalated into 
full-fledged genocide. 
 
What does this persecu-

tion look like? 
The CCP imposes forced 
labour, mass arbitrary 
detention and imprison-
ment, mass surveillance 
and restrictions on cultural 
and religious life. In 2025, 
there were 3.36 mil l ion 
forced labour transfers and 
over a million children were 
placed in state-run board-
ing schools, where they are 
raised cut off from their cul-
tural heritage. The Uyghur 
language is banned in 
schools. Uyghur books and 
religious texts have been 
burned. Uyghur women are 
subjected to forced abor-
tion, sterilisation and mar-
riage to men from the domi-
nant Han ethnic group. 
 China’s government claims 
these policies bring stabili-
ty, but stability for who? 
This is a system where the 
government exercises 
unchecked power to detain, 
punish, silence and watch 
people for their beliefs, their 
identity and their demands 
for human dignity. 
 

How is Campaign for 
Uyghurs pushing for 

accountability? 
We document abuses, 
bring evidence to policy-
makers and international 
institutions and support 
Uyghur-led advocacy. 
Central to our work is 
equipping Uyghur women 
and young people in the 
diaspora with the knowl-
edge and practical skills to 
lead advocacy efforts. We 
have run around 20 advo-
cacy workshops worldwide, 
and we are proud to see a 
new generation of young 
Uyghur activists taking the 
lead. 
 We also work with civil 
society groups, interfaith 
organisations, think tanks 
and universities to turn evi-
dence into tangible policy 
action. Our campaigns 
have contributed to US 
laws, including the Uyghur 
Forced Labor Prevention 
Act and the Uyghur Human 
Rights Policy Act of 2020, 
and our coalition-building 
has helped put the Uyghur 
crisis on the political agen-
da. 
 With investigative partners, 
we exposed Volkswagen’s 
sham audit and its attempts 
to conceal links to state-
imposed forced labour. We 
worked with The New York 
Times to reveal that cotton 
from the Uyghur region was 
used to make the viral 

Labubu dolls manufactured 
by Pop Mart. This work 
connects evidence from the 
ground with public scrutiny 
and action. 
 

Why has there been so 
little international action 
since the UN’s landmark 

2022 report? 
China has enormous eco-
nomic and political lever-
age. Many governments 
and companies are reluc-
tant to jeopardise diplomat-
ic, trade and investment 
ties, or have simply been 
pressured into si lence. 
Such is China’s influence 
that the UN refused to 
debate human rights abus-
es in the Uyghur region. 
 There is also an often 
underestimated propagan-
da problem. China has 
spent years building a glob-
al media apparatus. It uses 
state broadcasters, partner-
ships with foreign media 
outlets, sponsored trips for 
journalists and influencers 
and coordinated messaging 
to drown out credible 
research and human rights 
reporting. China does not 
necessarily need the world 
to believe its propaganda. 
Creating doubt and making 
people hesitate to act can 
be enough. 
 Time is another obstacle. 
Every day without mean-
ingful consequences nor-
malises abuses, and a 
human rights crisis 
becomes the accepted sta-
tus quo. 
 

What should govern-
ments and the UN do? 

Lawmakers should pass 
legislation to address 
transnational repression, 
ban products made with 
state-imposed forced 
labour and provide stronger 
protection for Uyghurs 
seeking refuge. 
 Governments should use 
existing sanctions tools, 
including the Global 
Magnitsky Act, which 
allows sanctions on individ-
ual human rights abusers, 
to hold officials responsible 
for the genocide account-
able. 
 Governments should also 
refuse to extradite Uyghurs 
to China. No one should be 
sent back to a country 
where they may face geno-
cide. 
 Governments and interna-
tional institutions must keep 
individual cases and the 
broader human rights crisis 
on the agenda. They 
should keep existing official 
genocide determinations in 
place and secure the 
release of political prison-
ers such as my sister. 
Human rights should never 
be treated as secondary to 
broader relations with 
Beijing. 
  
CIVICUS interviews a wide 
range of civi l  society 
activists, experts and lead-
ers to gather diverse per-
spectives on civil society 
action and current issues 
for publication on its CIVI-
CUS Lens platform. The 
views expressed in inter-
views are the interviewees’ 
and do not necessari ly 
reflect those of CIVICUS. 
Publication does not imply 
endorsement of intervie-
wees or the organisations 
they represent.

end to the forced sterilisa-
tion of Uyghur women and 
to nuclear testing in the 
region. 
 Those years brought a 
brief period of openness, 
but retaliation against the 
organisers came quickly. I 
was interrogated and, 
although I graduated with 
the highest academic hon-
ours, my job offer was with-
drawn. All my prospects 
were denied. So in 1989, I 
left for the USA to pursue 
higher education and look 
for freedom and democra-
cy. 
 
Has danger followed you 

into exile? 
It has, and it hit my family 
directly. In the early 1990s, 
as soon as I started work-
ing with US politicians, my 
father, a high-level academ-
ic in Ürümchi, lost his job at 
59 in retaliation for my 
advocacy. In 2018, just 
days after I spoke publicly 
at the Hudson Institute, a 
Washington DC think tank, 
about the mass detentions, 
Chinese authorities abduct-

Rushan Abbas
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secure government portal, 
allowing eligible citizens to 
submit applications, upload 
documents, make pay-
ments, book appointments, 
and monitor application 
progress remotely. 
 The World Bank's assess-
ment of Grenada's Digital 
Government for Resilience 
Project previously identified 
fragmented government 
identity systems and ineffi-
cient civil registration and 
tax procedures.  
 More recently, the Bank 
has described ongoing work 
on secure online services, 
single sign-on authentica-
tion, and digitised civil reg-
istries (World Bank, 2019, 
2025). 
 Grenada's 2025 Budget 
Speech also reported 
progress in digitizing pass-
port applications and plans 
to expand digital services 
(Government of Grenada, 
Ministry of Finance, 2025). 
 These efforts provide a 
foundation, but announced 
reforms must become 
dependable, accessible ser-
vices rather than isolated 
technology projects. 
 A central principle should 
govern modernisation: citi-
zens should not have to 
provide the same verified 
information repeatedly 
when authorized govern-
ment systems can securely 
share it. 
 However, digital isation 
must not exclude elderly cit-
izens, persons with disabili-
ties, or people without reli-
able internet access. 
Physical service centers, 
trained staff, telephone 
assistance, and strong 
data-protection safeguards 
must remain essential com-
ponents of reform. 
 
Making election promises 
measurable and enforce-

able 
Political manifestos should 
no longer be treated merely 
as campaign l i terature. 
They should become public 
documents against which 
elected administrations are 
regularly evaluated. 
 Every major election 
promise should identify a 
measurable objective, an 
implementation timetable, 
an estimated cost, a pro-
posed funding source, and 
the government department 
responsible for delivery. 
 For example, a promise to 
improve healthcare is too 
vague to evaluate. A com-
mitment to reduce average 
waiting times for a defined 
category of diagnostic tests 
by a specified percentage 
within three years is consid-
erably more meaningful. 
 Likewise, a pledge to mod-
ernise public administration 
should specify how many 
services will be integrated, 
how long transactions 
should take, and when 
improvements will become 
available. 
 Grenada and other 
Caribbean countries should 
consider establishing an 
independent Election 
Promise and Government 
Performance Observatory. 
 Such an institution, ideally 

supported by legislation or 
a credible independent civic 
partnership, could monitor 
manifesto commitments, 
examine budget allocations, 
assess implementation 
progress, and publish 
accessible reports. 
 Its findings should distin-
guish between promises ful-
f i l led, partial ly fulf i l led, 
delayed, abandoned, and 
those that cannot yet be 
independently verified. 
 Governments should also 
explain legitimate obsta-
cles, including natural dis-
asters, unexpected eco-
nomic shocks, and funding 
changes. 
 Accountability should not 
become a simplistic exer-
cise in political accusation. 
It must be fair, evidence-
based, and consistent 
across administrations. 
 Parliamentary committees, 
auditors general, civil soci-
ety organizations, profes-
sional associations, inde-
pendent journalists, and 
ordinary citizens all have 
important roles in this 
process. 
 Ultimately, voters must be 
wil l ing to judge polit ical 
leaders by demonstrated 
performance rather than 
party affiliation alone. 
 
Strengthening institutions 
and confronting the cul-

ture of impunity 
Grenada already has impor-
tant accountability mecha-
nisms on which to build. 
 Section 82 of i ts 
Constitution establishes the 
Office of the Director of 
Audit, with responsibilities 
for examining public 
accounts and reporting to 
Parliament. The 
Public Accounts Committee 
provides another important 
mechanism for parliamen-
tary scrutiny (Government 
of Grenada, n.d.). 
 Yet oversight institutions 
need adequate resources, 
timely access to informa-
tion, independence, and 
mechanisms to ensure their 
f indings receive serious 
attention. 
 A particularly troubling his-
torical example appears in 
Grenada's Fiscal Resilience 
Oversight Committee's 
2023 annual report, which 
stated that audited public 
accounts had not been pre-
sented to Parliament since 
2016. 
 This f inding does not 
establish the position as of 
October 2026, but it illus-
trates the seriousness of 
weaknesses that can devel-
op when accountabil i ty 
requirements are not con-
sistently observed (Fiscal 
Resil ience Oversight 
Committee, 2024). 
 Government should there-
fore establish mandatory 
timelines for responding to 
audit findings, publish cor-
rective-action plans, and 
require responsible officials 
to explain unresolved defi-
ciencies. 
 Public procurement should 
be transparent, with acces-
sible information on major 
contracts, project costs, 
completion dates, and 
material variations in 
expenditure. 

 Public-sector appointments 
and promotions should be 
guided by competence, pro-
fessional qualifications, eth-
ical conduct, and demon-
strated performance rather 
than political connections. 
 Civil servants must also 
receive adequate training, 
reasonable working condi-
tions, and the authority to 
recommend improvements 
without fear of retaliation. 
 The aim is not to humiliate 
public employees or create 
a punitive bureaucracy. It is 
to build a professional ser-
vice that rewards excel-
lence and corrects weak-
nesses before they become 
national scandals. 
 
A practical reform agenda 

for Grenada and the 
Caribbean 

Meaningful transformation 
requires neither instant 
solutions nor sweeping 
promises. It calls for 
sequenced reforms, realis-
tic budgets, and measur-
able results. 
 Grenada could begin with a 
five-year National Service 
Delivery and Accountability 
Programme supported, 
wherever possible, by 
broad parliamentary and 
civic agreement. 
 During the first year, gov-
ernment should commission 
an independent assess-
ment of its most frequently 
used public services, identi-
fy unnecessary administra-
tive steps, and publish 
baseline measurements of 
waiting times, processing 
costs, and citizen satisfac-
tion. 
 Within two years, a pilot 
One-Stop Government 
Services Centre could be 
established, integrating 
selected high-demand ser-
vices. Successful elements 
could then be expanded to 
other communities, includ-
ing Carriacou and Petite 
Martinique, with appropriate 
provision for remote 
access. 
 Healthcare reform should 
begin with a national ser-
vice-capacity assessment, 
followed by measurable tar-
gets for essential medi-
cines, diagnostic access, 
emergency care, and spe-
cialist referrals. 
 Public-safety reform should 
establish an integrated 
strategy that combines pro-
fessional policing, effective 
investigations, youth devel-
opment, community partici-
pation, and judicial efficien-
cy. 
 All major programmes 
should have publicly avail-
able budgets, responsible 
officials, implementation 
milestones, and annual per-
formance reviews. 
 Regional cooperation 
through CARICOM, the 
Organisation of Eastern 
Caribbean States, the 
Caribbean Development 
Bank, and other develop-
ment partners could reduce 
duplication and help smaller 
countries share technical 
expertise. 
 The World Bank's 
approach to government 
modernization emphasizes 
citizen-centred services, 
accessible digital systems, 

institutional reform, and 
public participation. These 
principles offer a practical 
framework for Caribbean 
governments seeking more 
effective administration 
(World Bank, 2025). 
 Technology alone cannot 
deliver reform. Moving a 
poorly designed process 
onto a computer does not 
make it efficient. 
 Government must f irst 
eliminate unnecessary pro-
cedures, clarify responsibili-
ties, train employees, and 
establish enforceable ser-
vice standards. 
 

Citizens must become 
active guardians of 

democracy 
Accountability is also the 
responsibility of citizens—
not only politicians, audi-
tors, journalists, and parlia-
mentary committees. 
 Citizens must demand evi-
dence rather than slogans, 
examine public budgets, 
question unexplained 
delays, attend public con-
sultations, and insist that 
elected representatives pro-
vide regular accounts of 
their stewardship. 
 Professional associations, 

churches, trade unions, 
business organizations, uni-
versities, youth groups, and 
community institutions 
should contribute construc-
tively to national policy dis-
cussions. 
 The media must remain 
independent, investigative, 
and wil l ing to scrutinize 
every administration by the 
same standards. 
 Political leaders must also 
recognize that legitimate 
criticism is not disloyalty. A 
citizen who questions hos-
pital condit ions, police 
effectiveness, public expen-
diture, or administrative 
inefficiency is not necessari-
ly attacking the govern-
ment. That citizen may be 
exercising the highest form 
of democratic responsibility. 
 We must move beyond the 
dangerous assumption that 
supporting a political party 
requires defending every 
decision it makes. 
 True patriotism demands 
loyalty to the country and its 
people above loyalty to any 
political organisation. 
 

Conclusion: The 
Caribbean deserves gov-

ernment that works 

Grenada and the wider 
Caribbean possess extraor-
dinary human talent, edu-
cated professionals, 
resilient communities, and 
considerable opportunities 
for development. 
 Our limitations are real. 
Small populations, restrict-
ed fiscal resources, expo-
sure to natural disasters, 
international economic 
pressures, and the migra-
tion of skilled professionals 
complicate governance. 
 Nevertheless, these chal-
lenges cannot become per-
manent excuses for avoid-
able ineff iciency, 
inadequate planning, and 
repeated failures to deliver 
essential services. 
 A citizen should not have to 
spend an entire day obtain-
ing a routine document. A 
patient should not face 
unnecessary danger 
because basic medical sys-
tems are poorly coordinat-
ed. A community should not 
have to endure preventable 
insecurity while successive 
governments recycle the 
same promises. 
 Taxpayers should not be 
expected to accept endless 
explanations without mea-

surable progress. 
 We must raise the standard 
by which we judge political 
leadership. Instead of ask-
ing only what a candidate 
promises during an elec-
tion, we must ask what was 
accomplished during the 
previous term, what 
remains unfinished, how 
public money was spent, 
and what evidence supports 
the next set of commit-
ments. 
 The real measure of gov-
ernment is not the grandeur 
of its announcements, but 
the quality, efficiency, fair-
ness, and reliability of the 
services it delivers. 
 The Caribbean has no 
shortage of political promis-
es. It needs a stronger cul-
ture of implementation, 
accountability, and measur-
able results. 
 Until that culture takes root, 
election seasons will contin-
ue to offer new hopes while 
too many old problems 
remain. 
 Our citizens deserve better. 
Our institutions can do bet-
ter. And our political lead-
ers, regardless of party affil-
iation, must be required to 
do better. 
 
(Dr. Francis Amede is a 
Critical Care Medicine 
and Nephrology profes-
sional) 

Beyond Election Promises: Why Caribbean Governments Must Be 
Held Accountable for the Problems That Never Seem to Disappear
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BROTHER VALENTINO – “THE PEOPLE’S 
CALYPSONIAN” - DIES AT 85

Brother Valentino, the veteran calypsonian whose music champi-
oned Black identity, equality and the struggles of ordinary people, 
died on Tuesday, Oct. 20, at age 85. 
 Born Emrold Anthony Phillip in Cherry Hill, Grenada, on July 7, 
1941, Valentino moved to Trinidad and Tobago as a child and 
went on to become one of calypso’s most prominent voices of 
social and political commentary. 
 Known for his uncompromising style and willingness to challenge 
authority, Valentino built a career around songs that confronted 
racial inequality, poverty and political injustice while celebrating 
Black consciousness and the dignity of working people. 
 According to the Ministry of Culture and Community 
Development, Valentino’s interest in calypso began in childhood, 
when his parents listened to the music and collected records by 
performers including Lord Kitchener and Lord Cristo. 
 After his father’s death interrupted his education, Phillip tried sev-

eral trades before pursuing music. He later recalled that listening 
to calypso on the radio while working in a tailor shop helped 
transform his interest into a calling. 
 Inspired by Mighty Sparrow, he began performing in the early 
1960s. At an audition for Lord Kitchener’s Caravan tent, he 
arrived without a stage name. Kitchener gave him the name 
Valentino, which would become synonymous with socially con-
scious calypso. 
 The 1970 Black Power movement in Trinidad and Tobago further 
shaped his artistic direction. His 1971 song “No Revolution” 
brought him wider recognition as a voice for Black consciousness, 
while subsequent works established his reputation as a fearless 
commentator on Caribbean society. 
 Among his best-known songs were “Life Is a Stage” (1972), 
“Barking Dogs” (1974), “Dis Place Nice” (1975) and “Stay Up 
Zimbabwe” (1979), an anti-apartheid anthem that carried his mes-

sage beyond Trinidad and Tobago. Other notable recordings 
included “Birds That Fly High” (1982), “Time and Space” (1986), 
“Calypso in Trouble” (1992), “Time to Love Again” (1996), “The 
Radio” (2001) and “Where Kaiso Went” (2004). 
 Valentino’s artistry extended beyond recorded music. In 1975, his 
solo production “Poet and Prophet” sold out eight shows. He 
toured and performed in the United States and appeared along-
side fellow calypsonian Black Stalin in “Blood Brothers.” 
 He also became a founding member of Kaiso House, contributing 
to the preservation of the calypso tent tradition and the genre’s 
role as a platform for public debate. 
 His achievements included the 2005 Veterans Calypso Monarch 
title for “Where Kaiso Went,” a Sunshine Award, recognition for 50 
years as a perfor

Emrold Anthony Phillip aka ‘Brother Valentino’ - died at the age of 85
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