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�The Pen Is Always Mightier�
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NDC IS READY 
�. Parliament Ends Today!!! 

STORY ON PAGE 04

See the Conch Shell in the hands of one of the NDC supporters 
which on Sunday will be blown in St Mark to signal the official 

start of the 2026 Election Campaign

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell congrats Niecal Joseph (St 
Andrew North-east) who on Monday night was selected as the 

final Candidate by NDC for the upcoming general election

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell � seeking to create history by becoming the first NDC Leader to win a 
straight second consecutive term in office
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The rural St Andrew South-
east seat held by the 
Political Leader of the oppo-
sition New National Party 
(NNP) is tense as a Medical 
doctor giving support to rival 
candidate Senator David 
Andrew of Congress 
clashed verbally with mem-
bers of her team outside the 
Parl iamentary Electoral 
Office. 
 The medical doctor who did 
not want to be identified told 
THE NEW TODAY that he 
got incensed when Belinda 
Frank, the sister of the 
Opposition Leader tried to 
prevent a Trinidadian who 
has been living in Grenada 
for the past 10 years from 
registering to vote on 
Election Day. 
 �I am basically a Volunteer 
assisting David Andrew in 
terms of mobil ising the 
youths and get them out to 
vote in St Andrew South-
east,� he said. 
 �So what I have been doing 
is basically going out 
through the community for 
the last 2 or three weeks 
talking, engaging and get-
t ing feedback from the 
young people about what 
has been happening. 
 �I think my problem started 
with them (Team Emmalin 
Pierre) when there was a 
Pocket Meeting in Post 
Royal and I was asked to 
host the meeting and then 
soon after that meeting was 
held apparently some 
Police Officers started mak-
ing some calls to inquire 
about me and about my 
whereabouts. I didn�t pay 
no heed about it.� 
 According to the Medical 
Doctor, the situation 
reached boil ing point 
Wednesday when he was 
trying to assist some per-
sons, suspected to be sup-
porters of Sen. Andrew, to 
get registered for the elec-
tion. 
 ��What I was doing � I 
was simply assisting some 
of those people who are 
coming to basically get reg-
istered because the process 
is a bit tedious,� he 
remarked. 
 He pointed out that there is 
a problem in St Andrew 
South-east as a lot of the 
young people do not have a 
simple thing such as a Birth 
Certificate as well as a bill 
in their name as part of the 
Registration Process. 
 �I am simply the Liaison 
person in the (NDC) office 
that is responsible for get-
ting whatever they want. So 
that same day I went down 
to St George�s to collect the 
Birth Papers that we would 
have requested for a num-
ber of the young people and 
I came back up. 
 �When I came back up I 
started to fill out a lot of the 
forms and then I went by 
the JP (Justice of Peace) to 
get them stamped and filled 
out.� 
 The doctor claimed that he 
parked his vehicle on the 
same side of the road used 
by other drivers. 
 He said that someone from 
the Opposit ion Camp 
apparently called a Traffic 
Warden who came and 
clamped the vehicle but 
paid no heed to what was 
done. 
 He said that at the time, he 

 The NNP-NDC clash in St Andrew South-east 

Former high-ranking Police Officer Tafawa Pierre is 
playing a leading role for his wife in Election 2026 

NDC’s David Andrew is phishing hard to create a major 
upset in the constituency 
was assisting a young lady 
who was in the vehicle to fill 
up the form to get regis-
tered for the election. 
 �He (Tafawa) started to 
come and film and make a 
video so I said, �boss, I 
have too much of a respect 
for you � let�s not go down 
that road. He then said, 
what I am doing is illegal, so 
I said explain to me what I 
am doing is illegal. 
 �The young lady (sitting in 
the car) said I don�t want to 
go on no camera, I didn�t 
come here for no drama. I 
went to the back of the vehi-
cle and I helped her to finish 
up the form.� 
 According to the Medical 
Doctor, he moved to de-
escalate the situation and 
called �one of my good 
friends� to contact a police 
officer to explain the situa-
tion to him. 
 He said the same police 
officer apparently called the 
Warden and asked her to 
remove the Clamp on the 
vehicle and she did so. 
 However, the doctor who 
runs a private clinic indicat-
ed that another encounter 
soon took place with mem-
bers of Emmalin Pierre 
team. 
 �I was assisting another 
gentleman. I filled out the 
form and I was walking to 
go to the JP to get it 
stamped and signed. While 
I was walking up there, he 
(Tafawa) walked up behind 
me and said, �young man, 
you don�t know who I am?� 
 �I said, let us not go down 
that road. He said, �Oh, I 
could have you arrested. So 
I continued walking and I 
went up by the JP, got it 
stamped, signed and I 
came back down. When I 
was coming back down he 
said, I find the Police taking 
too long to arrest you.� 
 About two minutes later 
another young lady came to 
the doctor and asked for 
assistance in getting regis-
tered. 
 The doctor said: �That is 
really what got me pissed 
off. She is a young lady 
(born in Trinidad but now) 
from Crochu who has been 
living in Grenada for over 
10 years. She has one child 
that is 5 years old. 
 �And the same Belinda who 
is the sister of Emmalin 
Pierre � she has also been 

in the same line trying to get 
her people to come out to 
get registered. But what 
they are afraid of is the 
number of persons that are 
coming in. 
 �We had a bus load from 
Crochu, we had another 
bus load coming in so they 
are trying to figure out what 
is taking place. So she 
(Belinda) point out to the 
Trinidad young lady and tell 
her, oh you cannot be in the 
line here, you cannot get 
registered. 
 �I say, excuse me. I say let 
me put you in your place. I 
said she is a 
Commonwealth Citizen, she 
is a Caricom citizen, she 
has been living here, she 
has a Grenadian child, you 
cannot tell her that. I said, 
let that be the decision of 
the Registration Officer who 
is the Electoral Officer. 
 �She said, oh, oh, you can�t 
say that � she is not 

allowed to be here � all you 
want to bring all dog and 
cat. I said, listen, leave that 
for the Electoral Officer. 
 �After that she got pissed 
and walked off and she go 
and call Tafawa Pierre and 
he came and say, "I find the 
Police taking too long to 
arrest you.� 
 The medical doctor spoke 
of a suspected NNP opera-
tive in the Parliamentary 
Office that was turning back 
a number of people includ-
ing Rastas who were com-
ing to get registered for the 
election on the grounds that 
they did not have birth 
papers and other related 
items. 
 He said that a complaint 
was lodged and the young 
lady was removed a few 
days ago and replaced by 
someone else which appar-
ently has angered the 
Emmalin Pierre Camp. 
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his Leader Emmalin 
Pierre since she was a 
senior member of the 
Cabinet when the money 
vanished from the project 
in Victoria, St Mark. 
 The then NNP boss, for-
mer Prime Minister Keith 
Mitchell did promise that 
the Financial Intelligence 
Unit (FIU), headed by 
Tafawa Pierre, the hus-
band of Emmalin Pierre, 
was mandated to investi-
gate this financial debacle 
with the Shrimp Farm pro-
ject. 
 The country was never 
informed about the out-
come of the Tafawa Pierre 
investigation. 
 It appeared that it was 
buried just as the under-

taking given by Keith 
Mitchell in Parliament that 
his family members will 
repay the $EC19 million 
borrowed to run the failed 
Call Centre initiative. 
 Back in the 1960�s, for-
mer Prime Minister Eric 
Gairy was accused by 
polit ical opponents of 
Squandermania over the 
purchase of a Piano. 
 What happened under 
Keith Mitchell and NNP in 
their stewardship of the 
country over the past 25 
years was the real 
SQUANDERMANIA. 
 Another of their investors, 
E.J Miller ran away with 
millions that was drawn-
down on the Mt Hartman 
project from a bank in 
Europe with a Grenada 

government Guarantee. 
 THE NEW TODAY is not 
sure if the Government 
and People of Grenada 
are still paying back on 
that loan. 
 And on the eve of the offi-
cial start of the campaign 
for the election, the new 
NNP General Secretary 
would just open his mouth 
and make such a foolish 
statement that the govern-
ment did  not lose money 
on the Shrimp Farm pro-
ject. 
 The 55 passports that 
were sold for mil l ions 
belonged to the 
Government and People 
of Grenada and not any of 
the shady Investors. 
 Over the years, none of 
the high profile lawyers of 

the NNP � Dr Lawrence 
Joseph, Dwight Horsford, 
Kim George and others 
like Nigel Stewart � did 
not make any public 
statement on the issue. 
 Why did Mr. Charles, a 
relatively new entrant into 
the top echelon of the 
party, choose to resurrect 
the Shrimp Farm project 
on the eve of the Election 
Campaign? 
 Who sent him and for 
what purpose and rea-
son? 
 The utterances of Mr 
Charles raises some 
doubts in the minds of 
many over the suitability 
of current NNP Political 
Leader Emmalin Pierre to 
run the affairs of the party 
much less the country. 
 A few weeks ago, the 
NNP General Secretary 
was able to influence his 
leader into attending a 
public meeting of the 
party, decorated not in the 
official colours of the polit-
ical organisation. 
 Mr. Charles put forward 
the argument that 
Emmalin Pierre did buy 
into that some persons 
wanted to associate with 
NNP in their meetings but 
were not comfortable in 
putting on the Green jer-
sey and other Green 

clothing. 
 And it was a spectacle to 
see the two of them did 
show up not dressed in 
Green. 
 This was the first red flag 
that the NNP Leader 
should have picked up 
that her General 
Secretary, a green horn in 
politics, did not under-
stand the workings of a 
political party. 
 The colour and symbol 
are at the heart of a politi-
cal organisation and that 
is what is used to identify 
its members and to a 
lesser extent the support-
ers. 
 There are known 
instances in which former 
Prime Minister Keith 
Mitchell will berate sup-
porters of the NNP if he 
sees them wearing 
�Yellow� which is the 
colour of the rival 
National Democratic 
Congress of current 
Prime Minister Dickon 
Mitchell. 
 These two shots from Mr 
Charles should wake up 
those with influence in the 
NNP to move quickly and 
control this General 
Secretary who is turning 
out to be very embarrass-
ing to them in the public 
space. 

 What an   
embarrassment!!!

Newly elected General 
Secretary of the opposi-
tion New National Party 
(NNP), attorney-at-law 
Dillon Charles has to be 
controlled by his political 
colleagues during the rest 
of the campaign for the 
upcoming General 
Election. 
 His latest statement on 
the missing EC$54.2 mil-
l ion from the sale of 
Grenadian passports for 
the failed Shrimp Farm 
project is very embarrass-
ing for the party as the 
official campaign kicks off 
with the winner looking to 
take charge of the affairs 
of the government for the 
next five years from the 

Botanical Gardens. 
 There are just not 
enough words to describe 
the foolish utterances of 
Mr Charles that the gov-
ernment did not lose any-
thing from the actions of 
the Investors to collect 
the fees from the sale of 
passports and then run 
away with all the cash. 
 This high office holder of 
the NNP has brought 
back onto centre-stage 
an issue that the party 
would very much like to 
forget as it showed up its 
incompetence in handling 
the financial affairs of the 
country. 
 Mr Charles has opened 
up the door for serious 

The two top officials of the 
Democratic People�s 
Movement (DPM), Peter 
David and Arley Gill, have 
joined the rest of Grenada, 
and mil l ions in the 
Caribbean and worldwide, 
in mourning the death of 
renowned calypsonian 
Mighty Sparrow. 
 MP David, DPM�s Political 
Leader, called Sparrow the 
�greatest calypsonian 
ever��. 
 Sparrow was born on July 
9, 1935, in Grand Roy, St. 
John. He died last Saturday 
in New York. He was 91. 
 �We pause to remember a 
great Grenadian and a 
Caribbean icon, the Mighty 
Sparrow - the greatest 
calypsonian ever,�� said 
David. 
 �From humble beginnings 
in Grand Roy, Sparrow - 
born Slinger Francisco - 
was taken to Trinidad and 
Tobago, where he grew up 
and established himself as 
the quintessential King of 
Calypso,�� he added.  
 �For over 75 years, 
Sparrow told Caribbean 
stories with passion, daring 
and humour, captivating the 
essence of a people and 
elevating our collective spir-
its through generations. As 
Mohammed Ali was to box-
ing, Bob Marley to reggae 
and Sir Garfield Sobers to 
cricket, Sparrow was simply 
- The Greatest!�� 
 Sparrow�s accolades also 
include capturing eight road 
march championships in 
Trinidad and Tobago, seven 
calypso monarchs and two 
Kings of King titles. 
 In 1987, Sparrow was 
awarded an Honorary 
Doctor of Letters from the 
University of the West 
Indies.  
 In 2015, he received the 

Mighty Sparrow: The 
�greatest�� and a �legend��

Slinger Francisco aka The Mighty Sparrow

Democratic People�s Movement (DPM), Peter David and 
Arley Gill

Today, Friday, October 2, 
2026 marks the end of the 
l i fe of the Grenada 
Parl iament as Governor 
General Dame Cecile La 
Grenade has received 
instructions from Prime 
Minister Dickon Mitchell to 
dissolve the law-making 
body. 
 It brings to an end the 42-
years of service of the 
island�s longest serving 
elected Member of 
Parliament Keith Mitchell 
who first won his St George 
North-west seat in 1984 on 
the ticket of the New 
National Party (NNP). 
 Dr Mitchell has told 
Grenadians that he will not 
be seeking another term in 
office in the upcoming gen-
eral election in which the 
date would be announced 
Sunday by Dickon Mitchell 
at a mass rally to be held 
by Congress in St Mark. 
 During the past week, hun-
dreds of locals have been 
flocking to the 15 
Registration offices in the 
various constituencies to 
meet today�s deadline to 
register to take part in the 

upcoming general election. 
 The Prime Minister has 
been calling on Grenadians 
who are not yet registered 
to vote to complete the 
process as Friday will be 
the final day for registration 
before Parliament is dis-
solved. 
 �Friday of this week is the 
last day for registration, and 
the simple reason being 
Parliament will be dissolved 
on Friday, and once 
Parliament is dissolved, the 
writ for holding elections will 
be put in place by the 
Governor-General and, 
therefore, means no further 
registration,� he said. 
The NDC has been 
engaged in a number of 
political activities islandwide 
while the main opposition 
NNP has been doing a 
series of �Touchdown� ses-
sions in which candidates 
and party supporters and 
members engage in house-
to-house visits in a specific 
constituency on Sundays. 
 The NNP has already 
selected its full slate of 15 
candidates while Congress 
will do so at the St Mark 

rally where it will officially 
launch its general election 
campaign. 
 The Prime Minister is confi-
dent that NDC will return to 
power with a bigger margin 
than the 9-6 victory at the 
polls in 2022. 
 �The fact that we announce 
the date on (October 4) is a 
clear indication that we�ve 
been preparing and know 
what we have. And in a 
sense, I think we�ve been 
preparing for the last four 
years,� he said. 
 �I think we�ve worked hard. 
We�ve tried to be accessi-
ble, we�ve tried to be 
accountable, we�ve tried to 
deliver on the things in our 
mandate. Now it�s time to 
go back to the people and 
get their validation on this,� 
he added. 
 The NDC is known to be 
targeting three key NNP 
constituencies to defeat it�s 
candidates � St George 
North-west, St Mark and St 
Andrew South-east current-
ly held by the new NNP 
Leader, former Education 
Minister Emmalin Pierre. 

NDC IS READY 

 �. Parliament Ends Today!!!

Order of the British Empire 
(OBE) and is a recipient of 
Trinidad and Tobago�s high-
est honour - the Order of 
the Republic of Trinidad and 
Tobago.  
 Gill, an attorney who grew 
in St. John, referred to 
Sparrow as a �legend��, who 
migrated to T&T �at a ten-
der age, making his mark in 
Trinidad as a talented 
vocalist, lyricist, producer 
and entertainer��.  
 �I extend my deepest con-
dolences to the family of Dr 
Slinger Francisco and to the 
calypso fraternity on the 
passing of a giant and 
genius of calypso music,�� 
said Gill, Deputy Political 
Leader of The Movement. 
 According to Gill, a former 
Grenada Culture Minister, 
for almost 60 years, Mighty 
Sparrow � the Calypso 
King of the World � 
�reigned high above the 
calypso kingdom. Today, 
the world mourns the pass-
ing of a Caribbean legend 
and statesman, whose con-
tribution to Caribbean civili-
sation is beyond reproach.��  
 Throughout Sparrow�s pro-
fessional career, said Gill, 
he �wooed audiences from 
Laventille to London with 
his charisma and memo-
rable hits such as: 
�Yankees Gone��; �Sa Sa 
Yea��; and, �Drunk and 
Disorderly��. 
 �The Mighty Sparrow is a 
legend in any genre of 
music� said Gill, �and his 
contribution to the calypso 
fraternity and to world cul-
ture is worthy of our highest 
consideration. As a matter 
of fact, his life and legacy 
are worthy of regional and 
global celebration.�  
 Gil l  continued: �I am 
beyond pleased and proud 
that in 2022, I had the hon-
our and privilege of staging 
the inaugural Mighty 
Sparrow Day in Grenada. 
Efforts must be made to 
continue amplifying and 
memorialising the life and 
legacy of a son-of-the soil - 

in the land of his birth.� 
 In the words of Gill, �as the 
world mourns the passing 
of The Mighty Sparrow, let 
us keep his memory alive 
by honouring the man, his 
message and his music � 
and may his life serve as an 
inspiration to current and 
emerging artistes to dream 
big, aim high, and work 

hard to perfect their craft. 
 ��Paper! Paper! Read all 
about it! Who kil led the 
Sparrow? Nobody knows� 
Sparrow dead!� Those 
words, Gill pointed out, are 
lyrics from Sparrow�s 1970 
hit, �Sparrow Dead��. 
 �Fifty-six years after this 
song was recorded, we can 
reflect on Sparrow�s 

humour and be glad that he 
lived - and gifted the world 
many of the greatest calyp-
sos ever written,�� Gill said. 
 �May the soul of the greatest 
calypsonian that ever-lived 
rest in eternal peace and may 
his legacy l ive on in our 
memories and in his music.��
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�This is the National 
Democratic Congress elec-
tion to win.� 
 Those were the words of 
Prime Minister Dickon 
Mitchell last Sunday night as 
he addressed supporters at 
a mini ral ly in St Paul�s 
where he announced that 
the date for the upcoming 
general election will be given 
Sunday at a mass rally 
planned for St Mark on the 
west coast. 
 A confident looking 
Grenadian leader said he 
sees the upcoming election 
as one aimed at validating 
�the last 4 years� of 
Congress rule on the island. 
 �The last election (in 2022) 
was about lifting the cloud 
over Grenada � it was about 
throwing Jonah overboard. It 
was about retiring people 
who don�t want to retire so 
we retired them � we threw 
them overboard,� he said. 
 This is an obvious reference 
to the 9-6 defeat suffered by 
the aging Keith Mitchell at 
the polls in which he called 
on Grenadians to give him 
�one for the road� as he 
intended not to contest 
another general election on 
the island. 
 According to Prime Minister 
Dickon Mitchell, the upcom-
ing election is about �validat-
ing the actual work that had 
been done for the last four 
years� in office by Congress. 
 He said there is a lot of 
work still to be done and 
urged party supporters to 
make sure that �there isn�t 
any chance of resurrection� 
of the Keith Mitchell-domi-
nated NNP in the country. 

PM Dickon Mitchell: Look out for Congress on Election Day 

�We need to make sure that 
no dark cloud ever 
descends on Grenada, 
Carriacou & Petite 
Martinique again,� he said. 
 He went on to say: �We 
need to bury the days of vic-
timisation for once and for 
all. We need to bury the 
days of not believing in our 
people.� 
  Prime Minister Dickon 
Mitchell also signaled his 
intention to capture two of 
the most prized seats held 
by NNP since the 1984 gen-
eral election and to battle 
hard for St George North-
west, the longstanding seat 
of former Prime Minister 
Keith Mitchell, as well as St 
Mark. 

 NDC has selected retired 
school principal Caris 
DeGannes to try and win the 
St Mark seat against NNP�s 
Dr. Myanna Charles while 
recently retired Primary 
school head master Nigel 
DeGale (NDC) will battle 
against Adrian Joseph, the 
former acting Clerk of 
Parliament. 
 Prime Minister Dickon 
Mitchell made an impas-
sioned plea for residents in 
these two constituencies 
considered as �garrisons� for 
the NNP to �turn a new 
chapter� and to �move for-
ward� with Congress. 
 �It is time to turn a new 
chapter � it is time to put the 
people of St George North-

west forward (and) they 
should no longer be taken 
for granted. 
 �There should not be no 
automatic assumption, no 
begging. Let us empower 
our people, let us educate 
them, let us support them. 
Let us make sure that we 
bring WASH to St George 
North-west and eliminate all 
the pit latrines that have 
been left there for the past 
40 years. 
 �Let us make sure we bring 
back the Fontenoy Football 
Club, let us make sure we 
could bring steelpan and a 
music school and a vibrant 
Community Centre and 
some cricket.� 
 In taking a pot-shot at for-
mer PM Keith Mitchell, an 
ex-national cricketer, the 
current Grenadian leader 
stated that he thought that 
under his watch as leader of 
the country for over 25 
years that �St George North-
west would have had the 
strongest Cricket League.� 
 With specific reference to 
St Mark, he said it is time for 
the parish �to turn a new 
page� under NDC�s new 
candidate Caris DeGannes. 
 �The past is the past, we 
can�t change that but it is 
also time for St Mark to be 
put on the Map and to move 
forward with the rest of us. 
So no longer should you be 
forgotten, no longer should 
you feel like a stepchild to 
the rest of Grenada. 
 �We are starting (the NDC 
Campaign) in St Mark 
because we intend to take 
that territory. It is time for the 
people of St Mark to have 

proper representation. 
 �I have no doubt that when 
we touch down the whole of 
St Mark will be (shell town). 
So Victoria, a beautiful sun 
will set on October 4  - a 
loud conch shell will ring out 
on October 4 and then You, 
Me, Us wil l  be ready for 
more because once you see 
that date in the sky.� 
 This is an indication that 
Prime Minister Dickon 
Mitchell wil l  be uti l ising 
Drone Technology to flash 
the election date in the sky 
over the St Mark 
Constituency. 
 The Prime Minister also dis-
closed that during the days 
of campaigning set aside for 
the General Election, the 
expectation is that �we will 
take the temperature down� 
on two historic holiday days. 
 He identif ied one as 
October 19 to mark the 

bloody execution of former 
Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop and three Cabinet 
colleagues and the other on 
October 25 when U.S and 
Caribbean troops landed on 
the island to put down the 
bloody military junta that had 
seized power in the palace 
coup in which Bishop was 
executed. 
 He said the nation needs 
�to respect the ultimate sac-
rifices made by our beloved 
Prime Minister and mem-
bers of his Cabinet.� 
 �So on October 19 (National 
Heroes Day) we need to 
make sure we pay tribute, 
respect and homage to 
those who have gone before 
us and on the 25th we also 
need to mark and observe 
Thanksgiving for the restora-
tion of Parl iamentary 
Democracy. 
 �So on those two days we 

will take it down but for the
rest of October starting from
October 4 in St Mark when
(Senator) Quinc (Britton)
blows the conch shell it has
to be road and boots on the
ground.� 
 Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell urged NDC support-
ers to start putt ing the
organisational structures in
place in order to bring out
voters on Election Day,
especially those who will be
responsible for a certain
quota of the voting popula-
tion. 
 �We have to make sure that
we bring out our grandma,
grandpa, nen-nen, our chil-
dren, grandchildren and
make sure they come to the
polls.� 
 Speculation is rife that the
election will be held on a
day between October 27-29. 

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell-  addressing  supporters 
at a mini rally in St Paul�s last Sunday

Supporters at a mini rally
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High Court judge Justice Agnes Actie 
has given a ruling in another case of 
lands in dispute on the sister isle of 
Petite Martinique. 
 The battle was between Fisherman 
Hoyte Ollivierre and Martin Clement 
over a parcel of land amounting to 6, 
375 Square Ft. 
 Ollivierre is challenging Clement�s 
claim to the land at Good Hope on the 
island of Petite Martinique and entered 
the property and demolished the fence 
erected along the boundary. 
 Clement approached the court seek-

ing damages for trespass and for the 
damaged fence, as well as �special 
damages in the sum of $10,026.70, an 
injunction, interest, costs and other 
reliefs.� 
 Attorney-at-law Deloni Edwards 
appeared for Clement and Ruggles 
Ferguson K.C. for Ollivierre. 
 The judge ruled in favour of Clement 
and ordered the two sides to meet and 
arrive at a financial arrangement to 
settle the issue. 
 Following is the full ruling of Justice 
Actie on the case brought before her:- 

Land dispute settle in Petite Martinique

[1] ACTIE J: The claimant 
became the fee simple owner 
in possession of premises 
measuring 6,375 square feet, 
situated at Good Hope on the 
island of Petite Martinique 
(�the property�) through a 
deed of conveyance dated 6th 
February 2019 and recorded 
in the Deeds and Land 
Registry of Grenada. 
 
[2] By claim form filed on 12th 
February 2020, the claimant 
avers that, in or about May 
2018, while he was in posses-
sion but before the deed was 
recorded, the defendant and 
his agents wrongfully entered 
the property and demolished 
the fence erected along the 
boundary. The claimant 
claimed against the defendant 
damages for trespass and for 
the claimant�s damaged 
fence, special damages in the 
sum of $10,026.70, an injunc-
tion, interest, costs and other 
reliefs. 
 
[3] In his defence, the defen-
dant contends that, in or 
about May 2018, he learned 
that a surveyor had entered 
the property on one Sylvester 
Sandy�s instructions. 
 
He admits causing the fence 
to be demolished and 
removed, asserting that he 
acted in exercise of his rights 
of ownership and control. He 
further avers that any damage 
to the fence resulted from the 
claimant�s insistence on 
unlawfully entering the proper-
ty. 
 
[4] Having reviewed the 
pleadings, the court conclud-
ed that no triable issue arose 
because the defendant�s 
defence admitted liability: he 
had resorted to self-help by 
entering the property and 
damaging or demolishing the 
claimant�s fence. As the 
claimant was in possession at 
the material time, he was enti-
t led to recover any loss 
caused by the defendant�s 
trespass. Accordingly, there 
being no viable defence, judg-
ment was entered for the 
claimant, leaving only the 
assessment of the pleaded 
special damages, damages 
for trespass, and costs. 
 

Defendant�s counterclaim 
case 

[5] The matter now turns on 
the defendant�s counterclaim 
in which he seeks: 
 
(1) A declaration that the 
Indenture of Conveyance 
dated 16th January 2001 
made between Agnes Sandy 
of the one part and Kenwyn 
Sandy of the other part is null 
and void and of no effect hav-
ing no or no valid root of title; 
 
(2) A declaration that the 
Indenture of Conveyance 

dated 6th February 2019 
between Sylvester Sandy of 
the first part Stephanie Sandy 
of the second part and Martin 
Clement of the third part is 
null and void and of no effect 
having no or no valid root of 
title. 
 
Or in the alternative 
 
(3) A declaration that any title 
vested to the predecessors in 
t i t le to the Sandys (the 
Vendors in the 2001 Deed) 
was extinguished by the open 
continuous and exclusive pos-
session of the late Theresa 
Ollivierre and John Caesar in 
excess of 100 years by virtue 
of the combined effects of 
Sections 4 and 27 of the 
Limitation of Actions Act CAP 
173 of the 2010 Revised Laws 
of Grenada. 
 
(4) An order setting aside the 
Indentures of Conveyance 
dated 16th January 2001 and 
6th February 2019, and direct-
ing the Registrar to strike 
them from the records of the 
Deeds and Land Registry of 
Grenada. 
 
(5) A permanent injunction 
restraining the claimant, his 
servants and/or agents from 
entering upon the property 
and conducting any activity 
thereon. 
 
(6) Damages arising from the 
demolition of the two (2) build-
ings on the property on 5th 
July 2020. 
 
(7) Damages for trespass, 
such further or other relief as 
the court deems just; and 
Costs. 
 
[6] The defendant avers that 
his maternal grandfather, 
John Caesar, was the original 
owner in possession1, and 
that thereafter his grandfa-
ther �s daughter, Theresa 
�Flavia� Ollivierre, who is the 
defendant�s mother, remained 
in possession of the property 
for well over sixty years 
before her death in 2010. 
 
[7] The defendant is the 
administrator of the estate of 
Theresa �Flavia� Ollivierre, 
and alleges that he has been 
in exclusive possession of the 
property in his capacity as 
administrator. The defendant 
further contends that he and 
his immediate families have 
been in actual, open, exclu-
sive and continuous posses-
sion of the property for well 
over 100 years. The defen-
dant avers that neither of the 
Sandys, from whom the 
claimant purports to have pur-
chased, have ever been in 
possession of the property. 
 
[8] The claimant denies that 
the defendant and his prede-
cessors have been in exclu-

sive undisturbed possession 
and avers that it was his pre-
decessors in title who have 
been in exclusive undisturbed 
possession. 
 
[9] Both parties referred to 
Claim No. 2003/0118, Kenwyn 
Sandy v Michael Caesar, con-
cerning trespass on the dis-
puted parcel. The claimant 
pleaded that the said Micheal 
Ceasar entered the land in 
2022 and began fencing and 
constructing a concrete foun-
dation. The court directed the 
parties to ascertain the final 
outcome of that claim and list-
ed this matter for a further sta-
tus hearing. Although the file 
contains various notations, 
this court found no record of a 
f inal determination of the 
claim or the interlocutory 
application to strike out the 
defence, and one of the attor-
neys on record was unable to 
assist. The 2013 claim there-
fore appears to have been 
abandoned. 
 

Legal Analysis 
Whether the Claimant�s 
Predecessors in Title were 
Paper Tit le Owners of the 
Property 
 
[10] According to the claimant, 
the history of the land is as 
follows: 
 
(1) The land was first in pos-
session of the late Francis 
Clement and his wife Angelina 
Clement until the death of 
Francis. 
 
(2) By the wil l  of Francis 
Clement dated 10th 
September 1908, he devised 
the property to his said wife 
Angelina Clement and his son 
Elias Clement. 
 
(3) Angelina Clement and 
Elias Clement remained in 
possession and in 1996 
Agnes Sandy, the daughter of 
Elias Clement, caused a 
Statutory Declaration dated 
30th January 1996 to be pre-
pared and executed whereby 
the declarant, Ambrose 
Mitchell, declared that he 
knew the said Francis and 
Angelina Clement to be in 
possession of the property 
since in or about 1922. 
 
(4) During his lifetime, Elias 
Clement put Agnes Sandy 
inpossession of the property. 
 
(5) Elias Clement then died 
leaving several children and 
his estate was divided among 
all of his beneficiaries, one of 
whom as Agnes Sandy. The 
estate lands were surveyed 
and a lot received by Agnes 
Sandy by conveyance dated 
13th July 1996. 
 
(6) Agnes Sandy gifted the 
property to her son, Kenwyn 
Sandy by Indenture dated 

16th January 2001. Kenwyn 
Sandy then died in 2010 leav-
ing Sylvester Sandy and 
Stephanie Sandy the persons 
entitled to his estate. 
 
(7) The claimant then bought 
the property from the benefi-
ciaries under the estate of 
Kenwyn Sandy by virtue of 
conveyance dated 6th 
February 2018. 
 
[11] Michel JA in Marlon Mills 
v Stacey McKie at paragraph 
24 of his judgment stated 
thus: 
 
�[24] Title, in the context of 
property, refers to the right 
which a person has to the 
ownership of the property. In 
terms of title to land, the right 
may be established by long 

possession of the land, with 
the intention to possess it as 
owner to the exclusion of 
everyone else. Title may also 
be established by a document 
which specifies the property 
to which it refers, the person 
who is asserting the right to it, 
and the manner in which that 
right was acquired � whether 
by grant, by assignment, by 
purchase or otherwise...� 
 
[12] The claimant relies on the 
existence of a Statutory 
Declaration deposed by 
Ambrose Mitchell. It is a well-
established law that a 
Statutory Declaration is noth-
ing more than a written docu-
ment containing allegations of 
fact solemnly declared in the 
form of law, which may have 
certain l imited evidential 

value3. The court notes the 
production of tax receipts in 
support of the claimant�s pro-
nouncement of the aforesaid 
history, although the payment 
of taxes for land is not conclu-
sive of ownership of land and 
does not prevent time from 
running for the purpose of 
adverse possession. 
 
[13] The valid evidence of the 
claimant�s title stems from the 
specific devise in the 1908 
Will of Francis Clement. 
According to J T Farrand in 
Contract & Conveyance: 
 
�Between 1897 and 1926 
such a devise would still be a 
good root although the assent 
of the deceased�s personal 
representative was also nec-
essary to make the devise 
operative as to the legal 
estate.� 
 
[14] Both the claimant and the 
defendant agree that Francis 
Clement was the original 
owner of the property. In his 
said Will, Francis Clement 
devised and bequeathed the 
following: 
 
�...to my wife Angelina 
Clement and Elias... Clement 
my lawful son, the Estate, 
Good Hope for their sole 
use...� 
 
[15] It is the evidence that 
Elias Clement died leaving 
several children including 
Agnes Sandy and the estate 
was divided among all benefi-
ciaries. Agnes Sandy by deed 
of conveyance dated 13th 
July 1996 became the regis-
tered proprietor of part of the 
said estate and then gifted the 
disputed property to her son 
Kenwyn Sandy on 16th 
January 2001. Kenwyn died in 
2010 leaving Sylvester Sandy 
and Stephanie Sandy as 
named beneficiaries, who 

then sold to the claimant on 
6th January 2018. 
 
[16] The land�s history shows 
that the �Clements� consis-
tently asserted ownership 
through acts such as commis-
sioning surveys and obtaining 
a statutory declaration con-
firming their occupation under 
the title devised by Will of 
Francis Clement, the original 
owner. 
 
[17] The defendant�s evidence 
is that his grandfather, a son 
of Francis Clement who was 
ineligible to inherit under the 
law at the time, gave the dis-
puted land to Theresa �Flavia� 
Ollivierre. However, there is 
no evidence that the grandfa-
ther of the defendant held title 
when the purported transfer 
occurred, how he acquired 
title, or how title passed to his 
daughter. The defendant fur-
ther states that his mother 
cultivated the land and permit-
ted others to use it. 
 
[18] The only evidence of 
actual occupation concerns 
Michael Caesar, who is broth-
er to Theresa Oll ivierre. 
Caesar in his defence in 
Claim No. 2003/0118 con-
tends that he entered the 
property after returning from 
the United States in 1988. 
The claimant, Kenwyn Sandy 
in the 2003 claim fi led an 
application to strike out the 
defence. Micheal Caesar in 
written submissions in opposi-
tion to the striking out applica-
tion, stated that Theresa 
Ollivierre occupation of the 
disputed land culminated in 
1988 when he took posses-
sion. He states that his occu-
pation was curtailed by an 
injunction granted to the 
claimant, Kenwyn Sandy in or 
about 2002 restraining him 
from entering the on the land. 

(Continue on page 15)

Attorney-at-law Deloni Edwards appeared for 
Clement
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This synopsis of Budget 
Alert Volume 5: Fiscal 
Policy Issues in Grenada 
2025, presents highlights 
of the main themes in the 
published Budget Alert 
articles for 2025. It allows 
for a reflection on some of 
the major policy issues 
that emerged in Grenada 
during 2025.  
 Budget Alert Volume 5 
focuses on the financial 
posit ion of the Central 
Government and macro-
economic issues related to 

Budget Alert Volume 5: Fiscal Policy Issues in Grenada 2025
By Laurel Bain savings, investment and 

growth.  
 With the enactment of the 
Pension Fund Act, Budget 
Alert examines the Public 
Sector Employees 
(Pension Fund) Act, high-
lighting that the pension 
reform primarily benefits 
non-established public 
sector employees who 
were previously not enti-
tled to constitutional pen-
sions. 
 However, the existing 
established public officers 
are not disadvantaged as 
they could choose to 
remain under the current 
pension system, resulting 
in a transitional period dur-
ing which two pension 
arrangements will operate 
simultaneously until all 
new public employees are 
covered by the new Act.  
 Budget Alert then reviews 
Grenada�s fiscal position, 

emphasising that both 
budget surpluses and 
deficits are normal instru-
ments of f iscal policy. 
However, fiscal deficits 
become problematic when 
they are chronic and 
financed mainly through 
unsustainable borrowing. 
 The fiscal deficits experi-
enced during the COVID-
19 pandemic in 2020 and 
those projected for 2025 
and 2026 are considered 
temporary and manage-
able as they are financed 
primarily through accumu-
lated government reserves 
rather than increased pub-
lic debt. 
 Budget Alert also exam-
ines broader macroeco-
nomic issues, particularly 
the relationship between 
savings, investment, and 
economic growth. 
 Grenada experienced 
high levels of Central 

Government savings in 
2024, driven by inflows 
from the Citizenship by 
Investment Programme 
and the Caribbean 
Catastrophe Risk 
Insurance Facil i ty 
(CCRIF). This followed two 
consecutive years of fiscal 
surpluses, particularly in 
2023, result ing in 
increased government 
deposits in the financial 
system. 
 The growth in Central 
Government deposits at 
the commercial banks 
contributed to the high liq-
uidity in the commercial 
banking system. However, 
a significant amount of the 
excess l iquidity in the 
f inancial system was 
invested overseas, while 
funding gaps persisted for 
domestic economic devel-
opment projects.  
 Budget Alert therefore 
highlights the need to 
restructure the financial 
intermediation process to 
channel a greater propor-
tion of domestic savings 
into productive local 
investments that generate 
employment, strengthen 
productive sectors, and 

transform the economy. 
 As such, it is necessary to 
determine an optimal level 
of government reserves; 
and thereafter, maintain 
sufficient savings to pro-
tect against future eco-
nomic and climate-related 
shocks, and to invest 
reserves above that level 
in strategic development 
projects.  
 Another major theme of 
Budget Alert is the mea-
surement of economic 
growth and the importance 
of distinguishing between 
productive economic activ-
ity and the effects of fiscal 
policy. 
 The GDP, as measured 
by using the production 
approach, consists of 
Gross Value Added (the 
value of goods and ser-
vices produced by enter-
prises) together with net 
indirect taxes, which 
reflect government fiscal 
policy. 
 Fiscal policy, through indi-
rect taxes and subsidies, 
is a component of GDP 
growth. Therefore, com-
parisons between coun-
tries may not accurately 
reflect differences in pro-

ductive capacity. 
 Budget Alert recommends 
the use of Gross Value 
Added as the primary indi-
cator for assessing the 
economy’s productive per-
formance while separately 
evaluating the contribution 
of net indirect taxes.  
 Budget Alert reviews the 
historical and constitution-
al evolution of Grenada�s 
system of governance, 
tracing the constitutional 
reforms of the 1960s that 
culminated in polit ical 
independence in 1974 and 
the adoption of the 
Westminster parliamentary 
system. 
 The Constitution provides 
the legal framework for 
public financial manage-
ment by requiring parlia-
mentary approval of gov-
ernment expenditures, 
establishing rules for the 
management of public 
funds, and ensuring 
accountabil i ty through 
financial oversight and 
auditing.  
 Budget Alert Volume 5 
concludes that sound fis-
cal management, effective 
investment of national sav-
ings, appropriate mea-

sures of economic perfor-
mance, and strong consti-
tutional governance are 
essential for promoting 
sustainable economic 
growth and long-term 
national development in 
Grenada. 
 Budget Alert Volumes 2, 3 
and 4 provide details on 
some of the policy issues 
that emerged in Grenada 
from 2022 to 2024; while 
Budget Alert Volume 5, 
with the policy issues that 
emerged during 2025, is 
being processed for 
release.  
 
Knowledge is power and 
experience is the greatest 
teacher.  
 
Disclaimer: This article is 
written in my personal 
capacity and not in my 
capacity as Chairwoman 
of the Fiscal Resilience 
Oversight Committee 
 
(Laurel Bain is a 
Grenadian-born former 
economist with the St. 
Kitts-based Eastern 
Caribbean Central Bank) 

Grenada Co-operative Bank Limited 
Announces Demission of Office by 

Director Lisa Taylor, Deputy Chairman
The Board of Directors of 
Grenada Co-operative 
Bank Limited (�the Bank�) 
announces that Ms. Lisa 
Taylor, Deputy Chairman, 
has demitted office as a 
Director of the Bank, effec-
tive September 30, 2026, 
following sixteen years of 
service on the Board. 
 Ms. Taylor has served as 
a Director since 2010, and 
as Deputy Chairman of the 
Board since 2021. During 
her tenure, Director Taylor 
made a valuable contribu-
tion to the governance and 
prudent oversight of the 
Bank. As Deputy 
Chairman, she provided 
strong support to the 
Chairman and played an 
important role in promoting 
effective Board leadership 
and sound decision-mak-
ing. 
 Director Taylor also 
served as Chairman of 
several Board 
Committees, including the 
Risk and Compliance 
Committee and the 
Governance and Human 
Resources Committee, 
contributing to the Board�s 
deliberations on matters 
relating to strategic direc-
tion, risk management, 
compliance and risk over-
sight. 
 The Board acknowledges 
and appreciates Ms. 
Taylor �s commitment, 
experience and service to 
the Bank and recognises 
the contribution made dur-
ing her period of office. 
 Darryl Brathwaite, Chair 

Lisa Taylor, Former Deputy Chairman, Grenada Co-
operative Bank Limited
of the Board of Directors, 
stated: �Director Taylor 
has served the Bank with 
commitment and profes-
sionalism, and we are 
grateful for the contribution 
made during her tenure. 
On behalf of the Board, 
Management, staff and 
shareholders of Grenada 
Co-operative Bank 
Limited, I extend our sin-
cere appreciation and best 
wishes to Director Taylor 
for the future.� 

 The Bank will announce 
the appointment of a new 
Director following comple-
tion of the appropriate 
selection and regulatory 
processes. 
 The Board extends its sin-
cere thanks to Ms. Lisa 
Taylor for sixteen (16) 
years of dedicated and 
exceptional service to 
Grenada Co-operative 
Bank Limited, and wishes 
her continued success in 
her future endeavours. 
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UNITED NATIONS (CMC) 
„ Grenada has expressed 
•deep concernŽ over the 
continuing hardships faced 
by the people of Cuba, cit-
ing economic pressures 
and ongoing challenges 
affecting the country. 
 Addressing the 81st ses-
sion of the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA), 
chair of the Grenada dele-
gation Ingrid Jackson said 
the international community 
must remain attentive to the 
struggles of ordinary Cuban 
households, particularly 
children, the elderly and 
other vulnerable groups. 
 •We call for constructive 
engagement that places the 
well-being of the Cuban 
people at its centre and 
opens a path to meaningful 
relief, improved living condi-
tions and renewed opportu-
nities,Ž Jackson said. 
 She said Cuba and the 
United States must confront 
the difficult but solvable 
issues surrounding sanc-
tions, the removal of the 
embargo and the need for 
reforms aimed at ensuring 
the continued welfare of the 

Cuban population. She 
noted that some reforms 
were already underway in 
Cuba. 
 During her address, 
Jackson also highlighted 
Grenada•s support for 
reform of the multilateral 
system, saying global insti-
tutions must better reflect 

the diversity, experience 
and aspirations of the peo-
ple they serve. 
 Grenada joined other 
Caribbean Community 
(Caricom) member states in 
supporting the candidacy of 
Guyana•s Ambassador 
Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett 
for the posit ion of 

Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. 
 Jackson said Caricom 
leaders had endorsed 
Rodrigues-Birkett as the 
region•s candidate, pointing 
to her experience as 
Guyana•s former foreign 
minister and permanent 
representative to the United 

Nations as evidence of her 
commitment to diplomacy, 
dialogue and international 
cooperation. 
 She said the Caribbean 
has demonstrated that the 
size of a country does not 
determine the strength of its 
ideas, leadership or contri-
butions to the international 
community. 
 Jackson described 
Rodrigues-Birkett•s poten-
tial election as a historic 
moment for the Caribbean 
and an aff irmation that 
small island developing 
states can contribute to 
leadership at the highest 
levels of the multilateral 
system. 
 Jackson said Grenada also 
supports Caricom•s call for 
the timely renewal of the 
mandate of the Gang 
Suppression Force (GSF), 
along with its rapid deploy-
ment in partnership with the 
Haitian National Police. 
 She stressed the need for 
adequate personnel, financ-
ing, equipment and logisti-
cal support, while ensuring 
appropriate human rights 
safeguards. 
 According to Jackson, 
strengthening security in 
Haiti is essential to creating 
the conditions for credible, 
free, fair and inclusive 
Hait ian-led elections, 
stronger national institutions 
and the restoration of con-
stitutional governance. 
 •Haiti is not a failed state. 
Haiti represents a promise 
yet to be fulfilled. It is a 
promise to the Haitian peo-
ple that the international 
community must honour not 
with pity, but with purpose, 
not temporarily, but sustain-
ably,Ž she said. •And even 
as we respond to the secu-
rity crisis, humanitarian 
assistance must remain at 
the centre of our efforts.Ž 
 Jackson said the UN 
General Assembly is taking 
place at a time of major 
global transformation, pre-

senting both challenges and 
opportunities to strengthen 
international cooperation. 
 Referencing the UNGA 
theme, •Restoring Trust, 
Managing Transformation, a 
United Nations that delivers 
for allŽ, she said countries 
must move beyond declara-
tions and focus on deliver-
ing practical results. 
 For Grenada, she said 
rebuilding trust requires 
demonstrating that interna-
tional cooperation produces 
meaningful outcomes, 
respecting the voices of 
small states and creating 
genuine partnerships that 
allow all countries to pursue 
their development goals. 
 Jackson reaffirmed 
Grenada•s commitment to 
the principles of the United 
Nations Charter, interna-
tional law, peaceful dia-
logue and the peaceful set-
tlement of disputes. 
 •In an increasingly inter-
connected world, coopera-
tion is not merely desirable; 
it is indispensable,Ž she 
said, adding that •the trans-
formation we advocate 
internationally must also 
take place at homeŽ. 
 Jackson said Grenada is 
pursuing a long-term devel-
opment roadmap ahead of 
its 75th anniversary of inde-
pendence, with transforma-
tion centred on people and 
resilience. 
 She said this includes 
strengthening the economy 
while protecting the envi-
ronment, embracing tech-
nology while safeguarding 
humanity and preparing for 
climate-related challenges 
before disasters occur. 
 •As a small island develop-
ing state, Grenada under-
stands resilience but experi-
ence has also taught us 
that resilience cannot begin 
after disaster strikes,Ž she 
said. 
 Jackson called for greater 
international cooperation on 
climate adaptation, disaster 

preparedness, resil ient 
infrastructure and access to 
financing. 
 She said small island 
developing states should 
not be viewed only as vic-
tims of climate change, but 
also as examples of 
resilience and innovation. 
 •Climate action remains 
one of the areas in which 
collective effort can make a 
profound difference. 
Grenada remains commit-
ted to strengthening 
resilience and advancing 
sustainable and low carbon 
development but ambition 
without implementation is 
merely aspiration,Ž Jackson 
warned. 
 She urged greater access 
to predictable and respon-
sive climate financing, say-
ing vulnerable countries 
need the resources 
required to implement their 
commitments. 
 Jackson welcomed interna-
tional efforts to recognise 
that development chal-
lenges cannot be measured 
by income alone. 
 She said the multidimen-
sional vulnerability index 
provides an opportunity to 
better account for the 
unique circumstances of 
small island developing 
states, including exposure 
to climate change, natural 
disasters and external eco-
nomic shocks. 
 Grenada, she said, encour-
ages member states, devel-
opment partners and finan-
cial institutions to adopt 
v u l n e r a b i l i t y - i n f o r m e d 
approaches to development 
financing. 
 She added that improved 
access to concessional 
financing, climate finance, 
disaster risk financing and 
innovative financial tools 
can help countries transition 
from vulnerabil i ty to 
resilience and from recov-
ery toward sustainable 
growth.

Grenada raises concern over Cuba 
situation at UN General Assembly

Chair of the Grenada delegation, Ingrid Jackson, addressing the 81st session of 
the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). (Photo: CMC)

Grenada has joined 
Trinidad and Tobago and 
the wider Caribbean in 
mourning the death of leg-
endary calypsonian 
Slinger Francisco, the 
Mighty Sparrow, with the 
island•s Minister for 
Tourism, Creative 
Economy and Culture 
describing him as one of 
the region•s most celebrat-
ed cultural icons. 
 In a condolence message 
issued on Sunday, 
Senator Adrian Thomas 
said Sparrow•s death was 
a loss to the Caribbean•s 
cultural community, while 
highlighting the special 
signif icance of his 
Grenadian roots. 
 Sparrow was born in 
Grand Roy, St John, 
Grenada, before making 
Trinidad and Tobago his 
home and the centre of his 
celebrated musical career. 
 Thomas said Sparrow 
•carried the spirit of the 
Caribbean into the hearts 
of audiences across the 
worldŽ, describing him as 
an entertainer, storyteller, 
social commentator and 
cultural ambassador. 
 His music, the minister 
said, reflected the strug-

gles, triumphs, humour 
and aspirations of 
Caribbean people, while 
his command of language 
and wit transformed calyp-
so into a vehicle for edu-
cation, social conscious-
ness, political commentary 
and celebration. 
 Thomas singled out sev-
eral of Sparrow•s best-
known composit ions, 
including Jean and Dinah, 
Dan Is the Man, Education 
and Slave, saying the 
songs had moved beyond 
entertainment to become 
enduring expressions of 
Caribbean cultural her-
itage. 
 •For us in Grenada, his 
life carries special signifi-
cance,Ž Thomas said, not-
ing that a young man from 
a rural Grenadian commu-
nity developed a talent 
that crossed geographical 
boundaries and helped 
shape the cultural identity 
of an entire region. 
 The minister said 
Sparrow•s journey demon-
strated the capacity of the 
region•s small islands to 
produce artistic talent 
capable of leaving a last-
ing international impact. 
 He also used Sparrow•s 

passing to underscore the 
importance of preserving 
Caribbean musical her-
itage, investing in artistes 
and ensuring younger 
generations understand 
the contributions of cultur-
al pioneers. 
 Thomas extended condo-
lences on behalf of the 
Grenadian government 
and people to Sparrow•s 
family, fr iends, fel low 
calypsonians, the 
Government and people of 
Trinidad and Tobago, and 
the wider Caribbean cul-
tural fraternity. 
 He said Sparrow•s contri-
bution would continue to 
resonate across genera-
tions. 
 •The Mighty Sparrow may 
have sung his final song, 
but his voice will forever 
echo in the hearts of 
Caribbean people,Ž 
Thomas said. 
 Sparrow, widely known as 
the Calypso King of the 
World, died at the age of 
91, leaving behind a 
career spanning decades 
and a body of work that 
chronicled Caribbean soci-
ety, politics, culture and 
everyday life. 

Grenada mourns Mighty Sparrow; celebrates 
enduring Caribbean legacy
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By Nelson A. King  
 
The Caribbean Diaspora 
in North America on 
Sunday, Sept. 27, paid 
glowing tributes to the leg-
endary Calypso King of 
the World, the Mighty 
Sparrow, who died on 
Sunday at 91, his family 
said in a statement. 
 
The family said that 
Sparrow „ the 
Grenadian-born and 
Trinidad and Tobago 
calypso ambassador, 
whose real name was 
Slinger Francisco „ died 
peacefully in Queens, sur-
rounded by loved ones, 
after a brief illness. 
 Jean P. Alexander, the 
Trinidadian-born president 
of the Brooklyn-based 
Caribbean American 
Center of New York, said 
her non-profit organization 
•mourns the passing and 
celebrates the remarkable 
life of Slinger Francisco, 
the Mighty Sparrow.  
 •Sparrow•s story began in 
Grenada, took root in 
Trinidad, and traveled 
wherever Caribbean peo-
ple made a home,Ž said 
Alexander, a former mem-
ber of the Board of 
Directors of the Brooklyn-
based West Indian 
American Day Carnival 
Association (WIADCA), 
organizer of the largest 
Caribbean Carnival 
parade in North America. 
•From singing in the 
church choir to his break-
through with •Jean and 
Dinah•, he brought wit, joy, 
and fearless storytelling to 
calypso.  
 •His voice became part of 
the soundtrack of our 
lives,Ž she added. •We will 
always cherish the honor 
of presenting the Calypso 
King of the World•s 70th 
birthday celebration at 
Kingsborough Community 
College in Brooklyn.  
 •That gathering remains a 
treasured part of our cen-
ter •s history and a 
reminder of how his music 
brought our community 
together,Ž Alexander con-
tinued. •We extend our 
deepest condolences to 
his family and loved ones. 
Thank you, Mighty 
Sparrow, for the songs, 
the laughter, and the sto-
ries you gave us. Your 
legacy will live on in every 
generation that sings 
along.Ž  
 WIADCA said briefly: •Our 
legend has transitioned. 
Dr. Slinger Francisco, the 
Mighty Sparrow, may your 
light shine for eternity.Ž  
 James Richmond, a 
Guyanese-born Seventh 
day Adventist Church pas-
tor in Brooklyn, offered 
•our deepest condolences 
to the family and friends of 
Slinger Francisco, the 
Mighty Sparrow. 
 •It is with profound sad-
ness that we mourn the 
loss of a beloved calypso 
icon whose music, talent 
and mentorship touched 
countless lives,Ž he said. 
•We also take comfort in 
knowing that, before his 

passing, he gave his life to 
Jesus Christ and was bap-
tized in the Seventh-day 
Adventist Christian faith.  
 •And we remember, too, 
the many gifted musicians 
whose work helped bring 
his songs to life,Ž Pastor 
Richmond added. •Among 
them is Phillip Nichols, a 
giant in the music industry 
who hails from Guyana „ 
one of the musicians 
behind the scenes of sev-
eral of Sparrow•s songs. 
His contributions will be 
cherished as part of 
Sparrow•s lasting legacy. 
 •May the assurance of 
faith in Jesus, and the love 
of friends and family, bring 
comfort to all who grieve,Ž 
he continued. •Our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with you all. Rest in peace 
and rise in glory.Ž 
 Another Caribbean pastor 
in Brooklyn, Louis Straker, 
Jr., the son of former St. 
Vincent and the 
Grenadines Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign 
Affairs Minister, Sir Louis 
Straker, noted that: 
•Today, our Caribbean 
community mourns the 
passing of one of its great-
est musical giants, the leg-
endary Slinger Francisco, 
Calypso King of the World, 
also known as the Mighty 
Sparrow.  
 •Born in Grand Roy, 
Grenada, and raised in 
Trinidad and Tobago, 
Sparrow became far more 
than a calypsonian,Ž said 
the pastor of the 
Reflections Church on 
Utica Avenue in Brooklyn, 
whose mother is 
Trinidadian. •He became a 
voice of the Caribbean 
and a true cultural ambas-
sador whose songs cap-
tured the joys, struggles, 
politics, humor and spirit of 
our people. 
 •Although he will be great-
ly missed, his musical 
genius and legacy wil l 

continue to live on,Ž Pastor 
Straker continued.  
 Gerry Hopkin, Grenada•s 
Consul General to 
Canada, said Sparrow 
was •certainly one of the 
Caribbean•s finest cultural 
ambassadors.Ž 
 Hopkin said Sparrow was 
•a distinguished social 
commentator, a story-
tel ler, a historian, an 
activist, an artiste, a 
philosopher and a diplo-
mat. 
 •Only a few names of 
other Caribbean personali-
ties of comparable caliber, 
who have been recog-
nized officially or unofficial-
ly as cultural ambassadors 
in the arts, come to mind, 
whenever I reflect on the 
achievements of Dr. 
Slinger Francisco,Ž he 
said. •Names, such as 
Sidney Poit ier, Bob 
Marley, Arrow, Lord 
Kitchener, Harry 
Belafonte, Louise Bennett, 
Derrick Walcott, Machel 
Montano, Bil ly Ocean, 
Black Wizard, and Ajamu, 
are some of the few who 
come to mind.  
 •Objectively speaking, it 
has been an enlightening 
honor knowing and work-
ing with Dr. Francisco,Ž 
Hopkin added. •This was 
especially so when we col-
laborated in our endorse-
ment during the 2007 US 
Presidential Campaign of 
then Senator Barack 
Obama.Ž 
 He recalled that it was 
then that Sparrow com-
posed and recorded the 
first musical endorsement 
of the former US President 
•by any celebrity of note, 
in any genre.  
 •The song is •Barack the 
Magnificent,• which I 
arranged to have Sparrow 
deliver on August 22, 2007 
at the Brooklyn Bridge 
Marriott, the location of 
Obama•s f irst Brooklyn 
campaign rally,Ž the consul 

Caribbean Diaspora pays glowing tribute to the 
Calypso King of the World, the Mighty Sparrow

Photo by Nelson A. King  

general said. •Grenada 
gave him to the world, his 
Grenadian parents nur-
tured him in T&T (Trinidad 
and Tobago), and he has 
gone on to proudly repre-
sent our heritage wherever 
he goes.  
 •His voluminous works of 

music are living catalogs, 
channels for the inter-gen-
erational transfer of wis-
dom, adages, and stories 
of old,Ž he added, stating 
that this is •well-illustrated 
in songs such as 
•Parables,• •Education,• 
and •Dan is the Man.•Ž 
 Hopkin said Sparrow was 
•God•s gift to the world by 
way of Grenada and 
Trinidad and Tobago. 
 •And although he has 
done a whole lot besides 
having written and per-
formed some of the great-
est tunes ever done, if his 
record-setting, 50-plus 
albums were all he ever 
did, he would sti l l  be 
deserving of honor in my 
book, given his exception-
al talent and international 
acclaim as a •Spiceman,• 
whom Grenadians proudly 
share with Trinidad & 
Tobago,Ž he said.  
 Former perennial 
Grenada Calypso 
Monarch-turned-gospel 
artiste, King Ajamu, whose 
real name is Edson 
Mitchell, also paid tribute 

to Sparrow.  
 •Words cannot describe 
the heaviness of my heart 
this day, but am comforted 
by the fact that you have 
made it well with our Lord 
Jesus,Ž said King Ajamu, 
currently residing in 
Virginia. •I wish you were 
able to hear the finished 
work on my cover of the 
Slave honoring you, but I 
guess as you said to me 
you didn•t have to confirm 
what I did because you 
know I would do a good 
job.  
 •It is well with your soul, 
uncle,Ž he added. •Now, 
you sing to the angels.Ž  
 Iconic Trinidadian calyp-
sonian and Soca artist 
Machel Montano „ who 
sang briefly with Sparrow 
during the 2024 Caribbean 
Music Awards, at the 
King•s Theater in Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, after Sparrow 
received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award „ 
thanked the •BirdieŽ for his 
immeasurable contribution 
to the calypso genre.   
 •And just l ike that, we 

have come to the end of 
an era,Ž Montano said. 
•The greatest to ever do it, 
Dr. Slinger Francisco, the 
Mighty Sparrow, has left 
us and left us with a lega-
cy beyond measure.  
 •My heart goes out to his 
family, friends, and fans, 
and I would like to express 
my deepest condolences,Ž 
he added. •I am flooded 
with emotions of every 
kind but, most of all, my 
heart is filled with joyful 
memories of moments I•ve 
shared, lessons I•ve learnt 
and music that shaped my 
very being.  
 •Sparrow provided me 
with opportunities, gave 
me his platform, and liter-
ally took me under his 
wing and direction many 
times over,Ž Montano con-
tinued. •And for this, I am 
eternally grateful.  
 •I will miss his wit, his 
sweet voice and smile, 
and I wil l  keep this 
moment dear to me, as I 
was able to sing with him 
one more time on stage,Ž 
he said. •Thank you, 
Almighty King of Calypso. 
We love you. Fly high.Ž 
 The family said plans for 
a public celebration of 
Sparrow•s life are being 
arranged.
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The death of the Mighty 
Sparrow is not only the 
loss of a musical giant. It 
is a warning about what 
the Caribbean stands to 
lose if calypso•s language 
of wit, memory, and social 
truth is allowed to fade. 
 With the death of Dr. 
Slinger Francisco - The 
Mighty Sparrow - at 91, 
the Caribbean has lost 
more than its most cele-
brated calypsonian. It has 
lost one of its most fear-
less public voices. 
 Sparrow was called the 
Calypso King of the World, 
but even that grand title 
does not fully capture his 

towering achievement. He 
was an extraordinary 
entertainer, certainly: a 
performer of immense 
charisma, humour, vocal 
power, and stage com-
mand. Yet he was also a 
historian, satirist, social 
critic, poet, and cultural 
revolutionary. 
 In a region where ordinary 
people have often been 
excluded from formal 
power, Sparrow gave pub-
lic voice to the street, the 
yard, rum shop, the mar-
ket, the worker, migrant, 
and the Carnival crowd. 
And yes, the uncomfort-
able societal issues of 
poverty seen through the 
eyes of •working women.Ž  
 His songs did what great 
calypso has always done: 
they told the truth side-
ways. Whether he was 
singing about sex, class, 
race, politics, colonial edu-
cation, migration, scandal, 
or social hypocrisy, 
Sparrow used wit and dou-
ble entendre to make peo-
ple laugh - and then think. 

For example, his break-
through hit, •Jean and 
Dinah,Ž was not merely a 
Carnival classic. 
 It captured the social dis-
ruption that followed the 
closure of United States 
military bases in Trinidad, 
using sharp humour to 
reveal the economic con-
sequences for women 
whose livelihoods were 
tied to servicemen. And 
I•m putting it delicately. It 
won Sparrow both the 
Calypso King and Road 
March titles in 1956. 
 That was Sparrow•s 
genius. He did not lecture. 
He entertained so brilliant-
ly that audiences 
absorbed the commentary 
almost by instinct. In •Dan 
Is the Man in the Van,Ž 
Sparrow mocked the colo-
nial education system and 
its worship of European 
learning over Caribbean 
reality. 
 In songs such as •SlaveŽ 
and •Congo Man,Ž he con-
fronted historical memory, 
race, fear, and taboo. He 

helped make calypso an 
art form capable of carry-
ing serious ideas without 
becoming joyless or 
remote. 
 He also took the 
Caribbean to the world 
without surrendering its 
voice. Born in Grenada 
and raised in Trinidad, 
Sparrow proved that local 
language, local rhythms, 
and local stories were not 
barriers to greatness. 
They were the source of it. 
 His career made calypso 
internationally visible while 
keeping it rooted in the 
speech, humour, and con-
tradictions of Caribbean 
life. And yet, a product of 
the streets and poverty-
stricken areas of Trinidad 
and Tobago, Sparrow was 
no saint and no pushover. 
In fact, he could "throw 
down" - if you know what I 
mean - with the toughest 
of the tough. That is why 
everyone respected him. 
 But mourning Sparrow 
should also make us 
uneasy. Traditional calyp-

so is increasingly dis-
placed by faster, more per-
formance-driven forms of 
soca and dancehall-influ-
enced music. Those gen-
res have their own vitality 
and deserve respect; 
soca, after all, grew out of 
calypso. 
 The issue is not that 
young people prefer to 
dance. Carnival has 
always been about move-
ment, release, pleasure, 
and collective energy. 
 For me, the issue is 
whether Caribbean popu-
lar music is losing space 
for storytelling, satire, polit-
ical commentary, and lyri-
cal craftsmanship. That is 
Caribbean cultural calypso 
identity. So, the issue is 
whether we are exchang-
ing the long-form argu-
ment for the quick slogan, 

the sharp verse for the 
viral hook, and the cultural 
memory of the calypson-
ian for a shorter attention 
span. 
 And, Sparrow•s legacy 
should not be reduced to 
annual tributes, a statue, 
or a memorial concert. The 
Caribbean must preserve 
his recordings, lyrics, inter-
views, and performances 
in a public digital archive. 
His songs should be 
taught in schools beside 
Caribbean literature and 
history. Young artists 
should be supported to 
bring calypso•s wit and 
social conscience into 
soca, rapso, dancehall, 
spoken word, hip-hop, and 
new digital forms. 
 We must also honour 
Sparrow honesty, if not his 
crass bluntness. Some of 

his songs reflect gender 
attitudes that deserve criti-
cal examination today. 
True cultural respect does 
not require us to turn our 
heroes into saints. It 
requires us to study their 
brilliance, confront their 
contradictions, and under-
stand the worlds from 
which they emerged. 
 Sparrow•s greatest gift 
was not simply his voice. It 
was his insistence that 
Caribbean people could 
sing their own truth in their 
own language. Now that 
voice has fallen silent. The 
question is whether we will 
raise a generation capable 
of answering it. 
 
(Michael Roberts is a com-
munications and political 
strategist with Common 
Sense Strategies Group)

Sparrow•s Silence Must Not 
Become the Caribbean•s

By Michael Roberts

Sometimes, making a dif-
ference starts with simply 
lending a hand.  
 Nine Republic Bank 
employees from the 
Marketing & 
Communications and 
Head Office Administration 
Units put this into action 
on Friday, September 25, 
when they volunteered at 
the St. Peter •s R.C. 
Church Soup Kitchen 
Ministry in Gouyave, St. 
John. 
 The team rolled up their 
sleeves to sponsor and 
serve meals to persons 
who access the Soup 
Kitchen, which operates 
three days each week and 
provides approximately 40 
persons with hot, nutri-
tious meals each day it 
operates. 
 In addition to volunteering 
their time, Republic Bank 
donated a 17kg Frigidaire 
washing machine to the 
Ministry. The appliance will 
be used to wash dish 
cloths and other fabrics 
required for the prepara-
tion and serving of meals, 
providing practical support 

to the Soup Kitchen as it 
continues its work. 
 For the Republic Bank 
volunteers, the experience 
was more than just a day 
of service. It was an 
opportunity to work along-
side the dedicated mem-
bers of the Soup Kitchen 
Ministry and witness first-
hand the care and com-
mitment that go into pro-
viding meals and support 
to persons in the Gouyave 
community. 
 Ms. Mavis Mc Burnie, 
General Manager, 
Operations at Republic 
Bank, said, •We are 
pleased to support the St. 
Peter•s R.C. Church Soup 
Kitchen Ministry, both 
through the donation of 
the washing machine and 
by having our staff volun-
teer their time to assist 
with the serving of meals. 
We recognize the valuable 
work being done by the 
Ministry and are happy to 
contribute in a practical 
way to its continued efforts 
to provide nutritious meals 
and care to persons in 
need.Ž 

 Fr. Michael Opoku, Parish 
Priest of St. Peter•s R.C. 
Church, expressed appre-
ciation to Republic Bank 
for its support and for the 
contribution of its staff. He 
thanked the Bank for not 
only providing the washing 
machine, which will assist 
with the day-to-day opera-
tions of the Soup Kitchen, 
but also for taking the time 
to volunteer alongside the 
Ministry•s team in serving 
the community. 
 The initiative forms part of 
Republic Bank•s commit-
ment to making a positive 
difference in the communi-
ties it serves. Through its 
Power to Make a 
Difference programme, the 
Bank continues to support 
init iatives that help to 
strengthen communities 
and improve the lives of 
individuals and families. 
 Republic Bank extends 
appreciation to the St. 
Peter•s R.C. Church Soup 
Kitchen Ministry for the 
opportunity to participate 
in its work and for its con-
tinued service to the 
Gouyave community. 

Republic Bank staff lend a hand 
at Gouyave Soup Kitchen

Fr. Michael Opoku (Front Left) Recevies Washing Machine from Republic Bank 
Team

Republic Bank Teamwork in Action at Gouyave Soup Kitchen
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Grenada is expanding its 
sports tourism offering 
with the upcoming 
Grenada & Carriacou 
Open Water Swim, a 
regional swimming event 
taking place from 
November 19 to 22, 2026, 
with activities across both 
Grenada and Carriacou. 
 Supported by the 
Grenada Tourism Authority 
(GTA), the event forms 
part of a wider effort to 
develop sporting events 
that can attract new visi-
tors to the destination 
while generating greater 
tourism activity across the 
Tri-Island State. It also 
supports the GTA•s grow-
ing calendar of events and 
experiences in Carriacou, 
aimed at strengthening the 
island•s visibility and creat-
ing more consistent oppor-
tunities for visitor spend 
throughout the year. 
 Organized by Jason 
Gooding of Odessey 
Timing and Events, the 
four-day programme will 
combine competit ive 
open-water swimming with 
destination experiences 
across Grenada and 
Carriacou. Activities will 
include a swim from 
Paradise Beach to Sandy 
Island in Carriacou, guided 
swims, tours of the 
Underwater Sculpture 
Park, and a ful l  pro-
gramme of races at Grand 
Anse Beach. 
 The event builds on an 
earlier open-water swim 
staged in Grenada in 
February, which attracted 
a strong contingent of 
international participants. 
The longer-term ambition 
is to grow the Grenada & 
Carriacou Open Water 
Swim into a recognizable 
regional fixture, drawing 
competitors as well as 

families, supporters and 
spectators. 
 Carriacou offers a particu-
larly strong setting for that 
growth. It's clear waters, 
beaches and coastl ine 
lend themselves naturally 
to open-water and 
endurance sports, while 
the scale and character of 
the island offer partici-
pants an experience that 
can distinguish the event 
within the regional sporting 
calendar. 
 Sports tourism also has 
the potential to generate 
incremental visitation, 
attracting travellers who 
may not otherwise have 
chosen Grenada or 
Carriacou. Its economic 
impact extends beyond 
the competitors them-
selves, with accompanying 
families and supporters 
creating demand for 
accommodation, restau-
rants, transportation, 
excursions and other local 
services. 
 Kirl Grant-Hoschtialek, 
Chief of Operations and 
Acting CEO of the 
Grenada Tourism 
Authority, said the inclu-
sion of Carriacou is part of 
a strategy to extend the 
benefits of tourism across 
the Tri-Island State. •As 
we expand Grenada•s 
sports tourism offering, we 
also want to ensure that 
the benefits of that growth 
are felt across the Tri-
Island State. Events like 
this help increase visibility 
for Carriacou, encourage 
greater visitor movement 
and spend, and create 
opportunit ies for local 
businesses and communi-
ties to participate more 
directly in the tourism 
economy. It also forms 
part of the GTA•s broader 
work to build out a 

stronger calendar of 
events and experiences in 
Carriacou, creating more 
consistent opportunities to 
attract visitors and gener-
ate economic activity 
throughout the year.Ž 
 Event organizer Jason 
Gooding added, •People 
who participate in sports 
are often looking for more 
than the competition itself. 
They want to explore, 
experience the destination 
and combine an active 
lifestyle with travel. Our 
aim is to create more 
events that put Grenada 
and Carriacou on the map 
for sports tourism and give 
participants the opportuni-
ty to enjoy a true sports 
holiday while discovering 
the islands.Ž 
 The Open Water Swim 
joins a growing calendar of 
events helping to broaden 
Carriacou•s tourism offer-
ing and stimulate activity 
at different points through-
out the year. 
 These include events 
such as the Lobster, 
Lambie and Seafood 
Festival, Corn Festival, 
Carriacou Cooldown, 
Maroon Festival and 
Kayak Mas. 
Through its support for 
sporting, cultural, wellness 
and community-based 
experiences, the GTA is 
continuing to broaden the 
range of events that can 
attract visitors to Grenada, 
Carriacou and Petite 
Martinique while creating 
greater opportunities for 
tourism expenditure to 
reach local businesses 
and communities. 
 The Grenada & Carriacou 
Open Water Swim will con-
clude on Sunday, November 
22 with the main race pro-
gramme and awards at 
Grand Anse Beach. 

Carriacou to Host Dedicated Open Water Swim 
as Grenada Expands Sports Tourism Offering

Page 13.qxp_page 13  10/1/26  6:49 PM  Page 1



COMMENTARYPage 14   THE NEW TODAY Fri., Oct 02, 2026

Robbing Peter to pay Paul, ruins all: The 
red flags of modern day Ponzi Schemes

*��From page  08  
 
-  The Issa 
Family/SuperClubs Group: 
High-profile lawsuits in 
Florida courts revealed 
that members of the 
prominent Jamaican Issa 
family - owners of the 
massive SuperClubs hotel 
empire - were pulled into 
the Olint web. Lawsuits 
alleged that millions of dol-
lars from investment 
groups (such as USIMO) 
were routed into Olint via 
these corporate structures. 
 
-  Neil Lewis (LewFam 
Investments): A well-
known Jamaican invest-
ment promoter who ran 
LewFam, which acted as a 
major "feeder fund" into 
Olint. When Olint col-
lapsed, Lewis and his 
entire network of elite pro-
fessional cl ients lost 
everything. 
 
-  The Cricket and Sports 
Elite: During the massive 
$7 billion Allen Stanford 

Ponzi scheme based in 
Antigua, several high-pro-
file Caribbean athletic fig-
ures and regional cricket 
executives who partnered 
with Stanford found their 
names dragged into the 
fraud investigations, losing 
both personal wealth and 
organisational sponsorship 
overnight. 
 
-  Elite Medical 
Professionals: During 
David Smith•s sentencing 
in a Florida federal court, 
testimony highlighted that 
entire associations of 
prominent Jamaican and 
Caribbean doctors had 
pooled their money. 
 
 For instance, Dr. 
Christopher Walker gave 
highly emotional testimony 
detailing how his 86-year-
old father - a highly 
respected professional - 
lost his entire $1.5 million 
life savings to the fraud. 
 Usain Bolt lost a massive 
portion of his life savings 
in a multi-bi l l ion dollar 

financial fraud scheme. In 
January 2023, it was 
revealed that $12.7 million 
held in Bolt's retirement 
and private pension 
account had vanished. 
 The account was held 
through his holding com-
pany, Well jen, at a 
Kingston-based private 
investment f irm called 
Stocks and Securit ies 
Limited (SSL). His account 
balance had been com-
pletely wiped out, dwin-
dling to just $12,000. 
 While structurally similar 
to a Ponzi scheme in how 
it operated behind the 
facade of false financial 
statements to trick over 
200 clients, the SSL scan-
dal is primarily classified 
as an insider fraud and 
multi-million dollar theft 
operation. 
 For over a decade, client 
funds were being system-
atically falsified, misappro-
priated, or stolen by inter-
nal actors. Investors were 
provided fake statements 
to conceal that their cash 

was actually gone. 
 The investigation expand-
ed significantly, involving 
the FBI alongside 
Jamaica's Financial 
Investigations Division 
(FID). The firm's former 
client relationship manag-
er, Jean-Ann Panton, was 
hit with a 22-count criminal 
indictment. 
 The probe also led to the 
arrests of SSL founder 
Hugh Croskery, his daugh-
ter Sarah Meany, and for-
mer CEO Zachary Harding 
on multiple financial crime 
charges. 
 Bolt filed a major lawsuit 
against the firm to recover 
his missing US$12.7 mil-
l ion. An off icial SSL 
Victims Compensation 
Fund was launched, and 
Bolt 's legal team has 
begun the process of col-
lecting partial, fraction-of-
the-cost disbursements 
alongside other affected 
victims. 
 The aftermath of the 
Stocks and Securit ies 
Limited (SSL) fraud scan-

dal has triggered exten-
sive multi-agency criminal 
proceedings, leading to 
charges against former top 
executives including Hugh 
Croskery, Sarah Meany, 
and Zachary Harding. 
 Concurrently, affected 
investors, such as Olympic 
champion Usain Bolt, have 
pursued legal action and 
received partial disburse-
ments while asset-recov-
ery and regulatory over-
hauls continue. 
 Every real investment car-
ries risk. Be suspicious of 
anyone promising high 
profits with little or no risk, 
or returns that stay unusu-
ally steady regardless of 
market ups and downs. If 
the seller cannot explain 
how the investment makes 
money in simple terms, or 
claims the strategy is too 
complex for you to under-
stand, do not invest. 
 Be alarmed if you face 
delays, excuses, or pres-
sure to roll over your prof-
its instead of withdrawing 
your actual money. 
Scammers often create a 
false sense of urgency, 
telling you that you must 

act immediately or miss a 
limited-time opportunity. 
 Before investing your 
money, checking registra-
tion status is one of the 
most effective ways to pro-
tect yourself from fraud. To 
verify if a specific invest-
ment is registered with 
national or state regula-
tors, you should request 
the investment's official 
disclosure documents and 
then look up those identi-
fiers on official regulatory 
databases. 
 Before handing over any 
funds, ask the person 
offering the investment for 
the following official docu-
ments: 
 
- The Prospectus or 
Private Placement 
Memorandum (PPM): This 
is a legal document that 
details the investment•s 
risks, strategy, costs, and 
financial health. 
 
-  The Form BD or Form 
ADV: If you are dealing 
with a broker or an invest-
ment adviser, ask for their 
individual or firm registra-
tion documents. 
 
-  Registration Identifiers: 
Explicit ly ask for the 
investment's SEC CIK 
number (for federal list-
ings) or the State 
File/Registration Number. 
 

Ultimately, Ponzi schemes 
are financial ticking time 
bombs built on deception 
rather than real economic 
value. They serve as a 
stark reminder that if an 
investment opportunity 
sounds too good to be 
true, it almost certainly is. 
 Protecting your wealth 
requires continuous skepti-
cism, due diligence, and a 
refusal to let the fear of 
missing out override sound 
financial logic. 
 In conclusion, the mathe-
matical reality of a Ponzi 
scheme guarantees its 
eventual collapse, as no 
fraudulent system can 
recruit new investors indef-
initely. 
 When the influx of fresh 
capital inevitably dries up, 
the entire structure disinte-
grates, leaving late-stage 
investors with catastrophic 
losses. 
 Regulatory oversight and 
rigorous independent 
auditing remain the mar-
ket's best defense against 
these unsustainable oper-
ations. 
 
(Simeon Collins is a for-
mer Director of the 
Grenada Bureau of 
Standards and first Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of 
the Caribbean Agricultural 
Health and Food Safety 
Agency (CAHFSA), a 
CARICOM Institution)

Nexa Credit Union has reaf-
firmed its commitment to 
community development 
and organisational support 
through two donations ben-
efiting education and law 
enforcement across 
Grenada and Carriacou. 
 Nexa presented an electric 
kettle and microwave to the 
Teacher Education 
Department at the T.A. 
Marryshow Community 
College (TAMCC), along-
side a Samsung television 
to the Royal Grenada Police 
Force - Northern Division 
(Carriacou Police Station).  
 With enrollment reaching 
one hundred and forty-four 
(144) teacher trainees for 
the 2026…2028 academic 
cycle, the Teacher 
Education Department at 
TAMCC needed improved 

basic amenities. Nexa•s 
donation provides daily 
practical support for 
trainees and staff spending 
extended hours on campus. 
 In Carriacou, the donation 
of a Samsung television to 
the Northern Division Police 
Station will serve both oper-
ational and wellness needs. 
It will help officers monitor 
news broadcasts, receive 
public safety updates and 
conduct awareness ses-
sions, while also providing 
valuable recreation during 
downtime and long shifts.  
 •Nexa is deeply rooted in 
supporting the institutions 
and people that serve our 
nation every day,Ž said 
Randy Frank, Deputy 
General Manager of Nexa 
Credit Union. •Whether 
equipping future educators 

during long study hours or 
supporting the well-being 
and operational efficiency of 
our police off icers in 
Carriacou, we remain dedi-
cated to uplifting our com-
munities.Ž  
 These contributions form 
part of Nexa•s broader 
social responsibility agenda 
prioritising education, well-
ness and institutional devel-
opment. By investing in 
essential amenities that 
improve daily conditions for 
students, educators and 
service personnel, Nexa 
reinforces its brand 
promise: WITH YOU, wher-
ever your road leads.  
For more information, visit 
nexacreditunion.com or fol-
low Nexa Credit Union on 
Facebook and Instagram.  
 

Nexa Credit Union Supports 
Education and Law Enforcement 
with Dual Community Donations

(L-R) Mrs. Desiree Collins, Chair … Department of Teacher Education, TAMCC, Mr. 
Randy Frank, Deputy General Manager, Nexa Credit Union
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Land dispute settle in 
Petite Martinique

*��From page 7  
 
[19] It is the defendant•s 
evidence that his mother 
left the property and relo-
cated to Grenada and he 
l ikewise moved to 
Grenada at the age of five. 
Michael Caesar in his 
defence to Claim No. 
2003/0118, stated that he 
placed two metal contain-
ers on the land and had 
entered the land in his 
own right. 
 
[20] Although the defen-
dant maintains that 
Michael Caesar occupied 
the property with the per-
mission of his mother, he 
cannot rely on the posses-
sion of Michael Caesar, 
who is now deceased. The 
evidence does not support 
the defendant•s assertion 
that his mother through 
Doris Alexander remained 
in continuous and uninter-
rupted occupation of the 
disputed property. 
 
[21] The court taking into 
consideration the totality of 
the evidence, namely 
1908 last will and testa-
ment, letters of administra-
tion of the estate of Elias 
Clement dated 26th 
November 1986, survey of 
the disputed property in 
1995, Statutory 
Declaration made on 13th 
January 1996 asserting 
the occupation; indenture 
of conveyance made on 
13th July 1996, the pay-
ment of taxes over the 
years, the f i l ing of an 
action against Michael 
Caesar together with the 
injunction all support the 
superior t i t t le of the 
claimant and his prede-

cessors in title. The defen-
dant has not provided any 
evidence of superior title 
by his mother or predeces-
sors to null i fy the 
claimant•s title. The devise 
establishes that the 
claimant•s predecessors 
held title to the property 
and, in the court•s view, 
constitutes a good root of 
title. 
 
Whether the Claimant•s 
Predecessors in Title 

were dispossessed by 
the Defendant•s 
Predecessors  

[22] For the defendant and 
his predecessors to have 
dispossessed the claimant 
and his predecessors in 
title, the requirements of 
sections 4 and 27 of the 
Limitation of Actions Act 
must be met. In Mt. 
Hartman Bay Estate 
Limited v Ashok 
Bhawnani, Henry J sum-
marised the applicable law 
as follows: 
 
•In the absence of evi-
dence to the contrary, the 
owner of land with the 
paper title is deemed to be 
in possession of the land, 
so that if the defendant is 
to dispossess the claimant 
or its predecessor in title, 
[the] defendant and his 
predecessor must be 
shown to have both factual 
possession and the requi-
site intention to possess... 
Such possession with the 
requisite intention must be 
for the continuous period 
under the Limitation Act, 
that is, twelve years.Ž 
 
23] Further In Powell v 
McFarland and Another8, 
it was held by Slade J that 

the question what acts 
constitute a suff icient 
degree of exclusive physi-
cal control must depend 
on the circumstances, in 
particular the nature of the 
land and the manner in 
which land of that nature is 
commonly used or 
enjoyed. 
[24] It is well established 
that a limitation defence is 
a shield, not a sword. 
Having failed to establish 
superior title, the defen-
dant cannot rely on 
Sections 4 and 27 of the 
Limitation of Actions Act to 
advance an independent 
cause of action against the 
claimant. Any claim to title 
by adverse possession 
should have been brought 
under the Possessory 
Tit les Act, which pre-
scribes the statutory 
requirements for obtaining 
a declaration of title on 
that basis. The defendant 
has therefore fai led to 
establish his cause of 
action, and the counter-
claim is dismissed. 
 

Conclusion  
[25] For the foregoing rea-
sons, it is ordered and 
directed as follows: 
 
(1) The claimant succeeds 
in his claim for trespass 
and the defendant•s coun-
terclaim for trespass and 
adverse possession is dis-
missed. 
(2) Damages and costs to 
be assessed, if not agreed 
within thirty (30) days of 
today•s date, upon applica-
tion by the claimant. 
 

Agnes Actie 
High Court Judge 

By the Court

It is with profound sadness 
that I join the people of 
Grenada, Carriacou and 
Petite Martinique, and the 
wider Caribbean•s cultural 
community, in mourning 
the passing of one of the 
region's most celebrated 
cultural icons, Slinger 
Francisco, affectionately 
known to the world as 
•The Mighty SparrowŽ, the 
calypso King of the world. 
 Born in Grand Roy, St. 
John, Grenada, Sparrow 
carried the spirit of the 
Caribbean into the hearts 
of audiences across the 
world. Although he made 
Trinidad and Tobago his 
home and the centre of his 
remarkable musical 
career, his Grenadian 
roots remain an enduring 
source of national pride. 
 Sparrow was an enter-
tainer extraordinaire. He 
was a storyteller, a social 
commentator and cultural 
ambassador whose music 
reflected the struggles, tri-
umphs, humour and aspi-

rations of Caribbean peo-
ple. Through his powerful 
voice, unparalleled wit and 

masterful use of language, 
he transformed calypso 
into a platform for educa-

tion, social consciousness, 
political commentary and 
celebration. 
 His t imeless composi-
tions, including Jean and 
Dinah, Dan Is the Man, 
Education and Slave, tran-
scend the realm of music. 
They are enduring expres-
sions of our Caribbean 
cultural heritage, preserv-
ing the experiences, sto-
ries and voices of genera-
tions. 
 For us in Grenada, his life 
carries special signif i-
cance. From a rural com-
munity in St. John 
emerged a young 
Grenadian whose talent 
crossed geographical 
boundaries and helped 
shape the cultural identity 
of an entire region.  
 His journey demonstrates 
the remarkable talent nur-
tured in our small islands 
and its capacity to leave a 
lasting imprint on the 
world. 
 As Minister responsible 

for Culture, I recognise 
Sparrow's legacy as an 

affirmation of the impor-
tance of preserving our 

musical heritage, investing 
in our artistes and ensur-
ing that younger genera-
tions understand and 
appreciate the pioneers 
upon whose shoulders 
they stand. 
 On behalf of the Ministry 
of Tourism, Creative 
Economy and Culture, and 
the Government and peo-
ple of Grenada, I extend 
heartfelt condolences to 
his family, his friends, fel-
low calypsonians, the 
Government and people of 
Trinidad and Tobago, and 
the wider Caribbean cul-
tural fraternity. 
 May we all find comfort in 
the cherished memories of 
a son of the Caribbean 
whose l i fe and artistry 
enriched our collective cul-
tural heritage and whose 
contributions will continue 
to resonate across gener-
ations. 
 The Mighty Sparrow may 
have sung his final song, 
but his voice will forever 
echo in the hearts of 
Caribbean people. His 
music, his message and 
his remarkable legacy will 
continue to inspire genera-
tions yet to come. 
 May his soul rest in eter-
nal peace. 

Condolence message from Sen. The Hon. Adrian Thomas, 
Minister for Tourism, Creative Economy and Culture, on the 

passing of Slinger Francisco, •The Mighty SparrowŽ

Senator Adrian Thomas - Minister for Tourism, 
Creative Economy and Culture Slinger Francisco - affectionately known as •The 

Mighty SparrowŽ 
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Dear Prime Minister 
Mitchell, 
Dear Minister Andrews, 
Dear Sir or Madam,  
 
I am writing to you from 
Mozambique after becom-
ing aware of the deeply 
concerning situation 
affecting several yacht 
owners at Tyrell Bay 
Marina in Carriacou, 
including the French sail-
ing couple Nad and Djé 
from the catamaran 
Mistertong. 
 I understand that there is 
a long-standing land dis-
pute between Carriacou 
Devcor Ltd., the developer 
of Tyrell Bay Marina, and 
the heirs of the Samuel 
Corion estate. 
 I am not writing to take a 
position on that land dis-
pute, nor to ask the 
Government of Grenada to 
interfere with the courts or 

determine ownership of 
the disputed land. 
 My concern is much sim-
pler. The yacht owners 
caught in this situation are 
not parties to that dispute. 
 Yet since approximately 
25 Apri l  2026, a fence 
across the access route 
has reportedly prevented 
several vessels from 
reaching the marina's trav-
el lift and slipway. Some of 
these vessels are not 
merely recreational boats 
„ they are their owners' 
homes and means of 
transport. 
 The marina has publicly 
stated that its travel lift 
remains available and 
capable of relaunching the 
affected vessels once a 
safe and unobstructed 
route is available. 
 It is therefore extremely 
difficult to understand how 
innocent third parties can 

remain trapped in this situ-
ation for months when 
what appears to be 
required is a temporary, 
controlled and legally 
authorised access allow-
ing the affected vessels to 
be launched and leave. 
 I respectfully but urgently 
ask the Government of 
Grenada and the relevant 
authorities to bring all con-
cerned parties together 
and facilitate a lawful, safe 
and temporary solution. 
 This does not need to 
determine the underlying 
land dispute. It simply 
needs to allow people who 
are not parties to that dis-
pute to recover their ves-
sels and continue their 
lives. 
 If 48 hours of controlled 
access can allow these 
boats to be launched, then 
surely every possible legal 
and administrative avenue 

should be explored to 
make those 48 hours pos-
sible. 
 The situation is now 
receiving increasing inter-
national attention through 
the sailing community and 
social media. For many of 
us watching from abroad, 
this is no longer simply a 
private land dispute. It 
raises a legitimate ques-
tion about how visitors to 
Grenada and Carriacou 
can be protected when 
they become unintended 
victims of a dispute to 
which they have no con-
nection. 
 Grenada and Carriacou 
have an international repu-
tation as welcoming desti-
nations for sailors and 
travellers. I sincerely hope 
that this case can be 
resolved in a manner con-
sistent with that reputation 
and with respect for the 

The Carriacou Marina Dispute

rights of every party 
involved. 
 
I therefore respectfully 
request: 

 
1.An urgent meeting or 
coordinated intervention 
involving the relevant 
authorities and parties. 
 
2.Examination of every 
lawful possibility for tem-
porary access between the 
affected vessels, the travel 
lift and the launching area. 
 
3.A practical arrangement 
allowing the affected ves-
sels to be relaunched with-
out prejudicing the ongo-
ing land dispute. 
 
4.Clear communication to 
the affected yacht owners 
regarding which authority 
is responsible for helping 
resolve the access prob-
lem. 
 
5.An urgent response, 
given that these vessels 
and their owners have 
already been affected for 
several months. 
 
Nobody is asking Grenada 
to decide a private proper-
ty dispute by email. We 
are asking for something 
far more basic: Please find 

a lawful way to let innocent 
third parties recover their 
boats and leave. 
 After months of uncertain-
ty, these people deserve a 
concrete answer and a 
practical solution. 
 For transparency, I have 
copied this correspon-
dence to Nad and Djé of 
Catamaran Mistertong, 
who are directly affected 
by the situation, as well as 
to Grenadian media organ-
isations that may wish to 
follow the development of 
this matter. 
 I hope that the 
Government of Grenada, 
the Ministry of Carriacou 
and Petite Martinique 
Affairs, and all other com-
petent authorities will give 
this matter the urgent 
attention it deserves. 
 I would appreciate an 
acknowledgement of this 
message and information 
regarding any steps that 
can be taken to facilitate a 
resolution. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

Eric Rousseau 
Mozambique  

The fenced Tyrell Bay Marina in Carriacou
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Short-term only.  
Fully furnished 2-bedroom Apt 

at Springs , St. George . 
Comes with all the amenities 

… just bring your clothes & 
come. 

Call: 420-2442 or 407-4401 
for details  

******** 
Affordable apartment in 
Barbados near to U.S 
Embassy and Airport. 

Call: 246-234-3679 or 
 246-259-9187 

******** 
Bougainvillea Apts  

Self-contained apts centrally 
located in Grand Anse by 
shopping centers, banks, 
beach,transportation, fully 
equipped for self-catering with 
full kitchen, veranda, cable 
TV, internet. Ideal for 
long/short term lets. On SGU 
hospital bus routes. 

www.grenada- 
bougainvillea.com or  

bougainvillea473@gmail.com
Call:444-4930 

******** 
Two bedroom fully furnished 
apt in Mt Parnassus with pri-
vate parking 

Call: 416-2218/403-7647  
******** 

One bedroom 
Two bedroom semi furnished 
apt in The Glean, St George 

Call: 416 6032 
******** 

3 bedroom furnished house 
located in La Mode St. 
George's 

Contact 534-9575/ 410-
2612/406-9914 

******** 

2007 Toyota … Alphard 
Call: 421-2828 

16,879.5 sq ft of land in Mt 
Craven St Patrick 

414 6843      

FOR RENT

Call: 1 (473) 435-9363

email: newtoday.gnd@gmail.com
website: www.thenewtodaygrenada.com

Follow us on our Facebook Page:
The New Today GrenadaCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

$1,200.00

FOR SALE 
 
 

Batteries for a solar project. 
 

Rated at 12v 200ah. 
 

Batteries are in very good condition and can be used by 
persons interested in building their own solar system for 

home use. 
 

Tele: 449-7504

WANTED

 DIESEL MECHANIC

15 years of experience 
working on excavators.

�6�S�H�D�N���–�X�H�Q�W���6�S�D�Q�L�V�K���� 

Call: 473-535-4062

NEEDED/ WANTED 
 

A gardener to work in the Springs area.  
 

The job includes weedeating, trimming and cutting. 
 

Interested persons please call or WhatsApp  
(473) 420-2442 

FOR SALE

NOTICE
For all your classified needs 

you can come into our 
sub-office on St. John•s 

Street, opposite 
Photo Max Studio

Deadline for submission of  
classifieds is Wednesdays 

at 4:00pm!!!

or call

435-9363

Upper-Mardigras 6 acres of land, 
gently sloping, scenic view, stream at 

bottom of land, paved road.

Sale or long lease 

Small building lot for cottage in Content, 
St. David (near La. Sagesse), paved 

road.
EC$50,000.00

Call: 534-3400 now

FOR SALE/LONG LEASE

LANDS FOR SALE
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Before dawn on Carnival 
Monday, Yvette Noel-
Schure stands at the 
Botanical Gardens 
Roundabout in St. 
George•s, Grenada, wear-
ing a black bodysuit, her 
skin coated first in baby oil 
and then charcoal, a cow-
horn helmet on her head. 
She is preparing to confront 
a childhood fear by step-
ping into and embracing a 
tradition she had avoided 
her entire life. 
 At 64, Noel-Schure is play-
ing mas for the first time, 
beginning with the tradition 
she spent six decades 
working up the nerve to 
face. Yet even in a moment 
that belongs to her, her 
instinct is to care for the 
people around her. She 
moves through the crowd 
rubbing oil onto the skin of 
friends and family before 
anyone can do the same for 
her. I am standing close 

How Grenada•s Carnival Became Yvette Noel-Schure•s 
Most Powerful Act Of Self-Care

to demean them, transform-
ing it into an expression of 
freedom and defiance. 
 For more than three 
decades, Noel-Schure has 
been a commanding pres-
ence in the entertainment 
industry, building a celebrat-
ed career as a music exec-
utive and publicist and rep-
resenting some of music•s 
most influential art ists, 
including Beyoncé, Prince, 
Kelly Rowland and Kes the 
Band. Yet beneath that pub-
lic confidence, the proud 
Grenadian had carried a 
fear of the traditional mas-
querade known as Jab Jab 
since childhood. 
 A few months before her 
65th birthday, she returned 
home for Spicemas, 
Grenada•s carnival, deter-
mined to confront that fear 
by playing mas for the first 
t ime. Spicemas unfolds 
over several weeks, with 
fetes, pageantry and music 
competit ions building 
toward Carnival Monday 
and Tuesday, the season•s 
culmination on the road. 
Noel-Schure attended 
Dimanche Gras and the 
Soca Monarch m competi-
tion, where Sabrina Francis 
became the first woman to 
win Grenada•s Groovy Soca 
Monarch title with •Honor 
You,Ž and Snakey claimed 
the Power Soca crown with 
•Raging Seas.Ž 
 Playing mas became a 
self-care ritual. For months, 
she conditioned her mind 
and body, studied the cul-
ture she had feared, built 
strength, changed how she 
ate and learned when to 
rest. 
 •Self-care is not just your 
body. Self-care is your 
mind,Ž she shares with 
ESSENCE. •Breaking the 
chains of fear was my self-
love to me.Ž 
 She played tennis, 
stretched daily and prac-
ticed getting low enough to 
keep pace on the road. 
After years as a vegan, she 
reintroduced fish for protein. 
She prioritized hydration 
and sleep. When exhaus-
tion set in on Carnival 
Monday, she left after a few 
hours and skipped Monday 
Night Mas rather than force 
her body through every 
event. 
•I knew I needed to sleep,Ž 
she shares. •If you•re going 
to be good on Tuesday, you 
could only do a couple of 
hours on Monday. And 
that•s OK.Ž 
 By Tuesday, she felt the 
results. •I felt stronger than I 
did as a 30-year-old,Ž she 
says. •I felt much more 
brave than I did as a 20-
year-old, and I felt more 
focused than I ever did as a 
40-year-old executive in my 
prime.Ž 
 Her decision reflected an 
understanding that time, 
health and freedom cannot 
be deferred. Her father, a 
•jump-up manŽ who worked 
hard and played harder, suf-
fered two strokes at 48. 
Mental illness, she shares, 
changed much of her moth-
er•s life. Approaching 65, 
their experiences sharp-
ened her determination to 

A few months before her 65th birthday, the celebrated publicist 
returned home to Grenada for Spicemas, where she confronted a 

childhood fear and honored her parents• legacies.

enough to see it, and it 
strikes me immediately. 
Even here, on the morning 
she has spent years prepar-
ing for, she is taking care of 
everyone else. 
 Then something shifts. 
 •I felt it when the ancestors 
came and sat between us,Ž 

she recalls. •It just felt 
right.Ž 
 She was about to play Jab 
Jab, a traditional yet often 
misunderstood post-eman-
cipation masquerade rooted 
in freedom and resistance. 
Formerly enslaved people 
took the degrading image 

their oppressors had creat-
ed of Black people as 
demonic and inferior, exag-
gerated it and carried it into 
the streets. By blackening 
their bodies, wearing 
horned helmets and carry-
ing chains, masqueraders 
mock what was once meant 

Courtesy of Yvette Noel-Schure

stop postponing what she 
wants for herself. 
 As a child in Grenada, the 
sound of chains and conch 
shells sent her beneath the 
bed. No one explained the 
history behind the black-
ened bodies and horned 
helmets she saw coming 
down the hill before dawn. 
The fear followed her to 
New York at 14 and 
remained through more 
than five decades of return 
trips to the island. 
 Her cousin Ian Charles, co-
founder and CEO of 
Jambalasee Grenada, 
eventually helped her 
understand the tradition that 
had once frightened her. 
Through his guidance, she 
recognized its values as 
ones she had embodied 
throughout her life. 
 •The Jab mentality is go for 
broke,Ž she explained. •It•s 
all about community. It•s all 
about being audacious. It•s 
all about being strong. It•s 
all about understanding 
where you come from and 
honoring that.Ž 
 •I felt like in that mirror I 
was seeing everything I•m 
made of that•s usually cov-
ered by the rouge of blush 
or the stain of lipstick,Ž she 
recalls. •It was literally dust 
to dust. It was really the 
ashes. And in that moment, 
I was very alive, but also 
felt my mortality at the 
same time.Ž 
 Without lashes or lipstick, 
she says she felt more 
beautiful playing Jab than 
she later would in the jew-
eled bodywear and feathers 
of Pretty Mas.  
 •Jab was not preparation of 
the face,Ž she shares. •It 
was about preparation of 
the soul.Ž 
 On the road, the chains 
became a symbol of the 
fear she was releasing and 
the freedom she was claim-
ing. By the t ime trucks 
arrived with sand to absorb 
the oil left behind by the 
masqueraders, Noel-
Schure says she could 
approach others without the 
fear she had carried since 
childhood. 
 •I said, •I•m not afraid any-
more,•Ž she recalls. •It felt 
like I had conquered some-
thing.Ž 
 That release was self-care, 
too: not an escape from 
what frightened her, but a 
deliberate movement 
toward it, supported by 
knowledge, family and com-
munity. 
 If Jab was about con-
fronting fear, Pretty Mas the 
following day was a tribute 
to her mother, whom Noel-
Schure remembers as 
beautiful, expressive and 
every bit a Carnival queen, 
though she never had the 
opportunity to play mas her-
self. 
 •Pretty Mas was for my 
mommy,Ž she shares. •She 
was a Carnival queen to 
me. She was so beautiful, 
and when she spoke, she 
was so expressive.Ž 
 For years, Noel-Schure felt 
that because her mother 
never played mas, she 
could not either. Choosing 
Pretty Mas let her honor her 
mother while doing what 
she never had the chance 
to do. 
 She joined the band Vibe 
Mas in a purple frontline 
costume with pink accents, 
jeweled bodywear and a 

sweeping feathered back-
pack designed by Christian 
Chow Chung. 
  When the backpack was 
placed on her shoulders, it 
became a way to carry her 
mother with her.•I carried 
my mother from the time I 
hit the road until the last 
lap,Ž she shares. 
 Her niece Jasmine joined 
her for both Jab and Pretty 
Mas. With Jasmine beside 
her and her mother on her 
mind, she felt three genera-
tions of her family come 
together on the road. 
 The body she had condi-
tioned for months became 
part of the celebration. In 
the costume, she felt beau-
tiful, confident and fully rec-
ognizable to herself. She 
also thought about the little 
girls watching from the 
roadside. 
 •I wanted to make sure that 
those little girls on the side 
watching Pretty Mas 
thought of me the way I 
thought of those queens 
that I saw,Ž she explained. 
•This was their fairy tale, 
and the queen looked like 
them.Ž 
 The images she shared 
from the road resonated 
with women across genera-
tions. Women over 50 wrote 
to say they now felt ready to 
play mas themselves. 
Those in their 20s and 30s 
told her she had expanded 
their vision of what their 
own futures could hold. 
 •The young girls, the 20-
year-olds and the 30-year-
olds, were l ike, •You 
stopped me dead in my 
tracks, and now I have a 
vision board for when I•m 
getting older,•Ž she recalls. 
•I did not expect that.Ž 
 By choosing herself pub-
licly, she reminded other 
women that they can feel 
beautiful, move with confi-
dence and try something 
new at any age. The experi-
ence also affirmed that self-
care need not happen 
alone. Her family under-
stood its emotional weight, 
while her community 
grounded her in the culture, 
watched over her and gave 
her room to surrender to the 
experience. 
 That care also came with 
responsibility. Noel-Schure 
is clear that embracing 
Carnival means respecting 
its traditions. Jab and Pretty 
Mas cannot be flattened or 
turned into a spectacle; 
every element carries 
meaning, and preserving 
that meaning requires edu-
cation. 
 What began as a milestone 
she wanted to reach before 
turning 65 became a new 
understanding of what it 
means to care for herself. 
 •There•ll always be more 
carnivals,Ž she reflects, •but 
there•ll never be Spicemas 
2026 for me. Nothing will 
top it because it was the 
first time.Ž 
 Back home, she plans to 
frame her Jab helmet 
alongside photographs of 
herself in Jab and Pretty 
Mas and keep the display 
on her desk. 
 •I have to remind myself 
every day what I•m made 
of,Ž she says. 
 After a career spent pro-
tecting and advancing other 
people•s stories, playing 
mas gave Noel-Schure the 
space to step fully into her 
own.
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KUALA LUMPUR, 
Malaysia  - The 1944 
Bretton Woods (BW) con-
ference accepted the US 
demand to use the dollar to 
settle international financial 
transactions. This arrange-
ment would require a US 
balance-of-payments deficit 
to issue enough dollars. 
 But every dollar abroad 
was, in principle, a claim on 
US monetary gold. With 
dollar liabilities exceeding 
US gold reserves by the 
1960s, the arrangement 
became more vulnerable. 
Bretton Woods 
At BW in July 1944, 44 
allied nations met to design 

The Dollar-Gold Standard•s Lingering Demise
By Jomo Kwame 

Sundaram
the post-war world mone-
tary system. John 
Maynard Keynes repre-
sented the UK, no longer 
financially dominant due to 
its heavy public debt fight-
ing two world wars. 
 Harry Dexter White repre-
sented the US, which then 
held two-thirds of the 
world•s monetary gold, 
while other countries 
needed dollar loans for 
trade and reconstruction. 
The US promised foreign 
governments and central 
banks to convert dollars to 
gold. 
 With the US BW promise 
to redeem an ounce of 
gold for $35, the dollar 
became the world•s 
reserve asset. Every other 
currency•s exchange rate 
was fixed against the dol-
lar, in principle, adjustable 
with IMF approval. 
 Instead, Keynes proposed 
a reserve currency, 
Bancor, managed by an 
international clearing 
union to avoid any national 
currency becoming domi-
nant; a payments system 
using a national currency 

could eventually force oth-
ers to accept its national 
policies and priorities. 
 
Unsustainable by design  
The BW agreement also 
created the International 
Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank. Each member 
nation was assigned a 
quota, partly paid in gold 
and its own currency. 
 A member nation•s quota 
determined both its voting 
weight and how much it 
could borrow if it needed 
to borrow when its own 
currency came under pres-
sure. 
 The dollar-gold peg was 
vulnerable by design. For 
the arrangement to func-
tion, the world needed a 
growing supply of dollars 
for reserves and interna-
tional transactions. 
 In principle, the US had to 
have enough gold to hon-
our all claims against it. 
This requirement was met 
in 1944, when its gold 
reserves were vast, while 
other economies were 
ruined. However, these 
conditions were not met 

for long. 
 As currency devaluations 
were stigmatised, currency 
pegs were rarely adjusted. 
Governments defended 
unrealistic exchange rates, 
unjustif ied by their 
reserves. 
 Instead of adjusting grad-
ually, fixed exchange rates 
would adjust abruptly, typi-
cally after crises, as with 
sterling in 1967 and the 
dollar in 1971. 
 Keynes had insisted on 
allowing governments to 
manage cross-border capi-
tal movements, expecting 
free-flowing speculative 
capital to undermine fixed 
exchange rates. 
 For a decade and a half, 
most European govern-
ments used the IMF•s sixth 
Article of Agreement to 
restrict how freely money 
could leave their countries 
and thus defend their cur-
rency pegs. 
 As strong post-war recov-
eries turned Europe•s dol-
lar shortages into surplus-
es, capital controls were 
gradually loosened from 
the 1960s. 
 

 London Gold Pool  

The US Congress ignored 
Triffin•s warning. Instead, 
in late 1961, the US organ-
ised seven European cen-
tral banks into the London 
Gold Pool, coordinated by 
the Bank of England rather 
than by treaty. 
 It worked for a while. 
Whenever private demand 
pushed the gold price over 
$35/ounce, participating 
banks sold their bullion to 
bring the price down, to 
buy gold! 
 From 1962, currency 
swap lines involving the 
same central banks with-
drew dollars from circula-
tion abroad to reduce 
demand for gold. Both 
efforts used a formula 
based on each country•s 
original contributions. 
 Rising US government 
spending made things 
worse. The Johnson 
administration financed 
both the Vietnam War and 
Great Society programmes 
without raising taxes. More 
dollars flowed out of the 
US, expanding the supply 
of Eurodollars. 
 In March 1967, without 
any parliamentary man-
date or transparent treaty, 

West Germany•s 
Bundesbank President pri-
vately promised the Fed it 
would not convert its large 
dollar reserves from its 
fast-growing trade surplus 
into gold. 
 But France•s president 
had never accepted 
Washington•s abuse of the 
post-war arrangement. In 
February 1965, De Gaulle 
complained of the dollar•s 
exorbitant privilege. 
 This referred to the US 
ability to settle its liabilities 
abroad by issuing more 
dollars, instead of earning 
foreign exchange like oth-
ers. In June 1967, France 
refused to continue subsi-
dising the dollar peg by 
withdrawing from the Gold 
Pool. 
 Britain devalued the 
pound in November 1967. 
As speculative pressure 
on gold rose, other Pool 
central banks had to sell 
even more gold until they 
gave up on 17 March. 
 

Two tiers  
In the subsequent two-tier 
system, the $35 gold price 
was only used for transac-
tions between central 

banks and governments. 
Another floating free-mar-
ket price traded well above 
it. 
 US gold reserves, almost 
$20 bill ion shortly after 
WW2, were halved by 
1971 as foreign govern-
ments• and central banks• 
dollar claims rose over 
$50 billion! 
 When member govern-
ments safely created offi-
cial liquidity by introducing 
a new reserve asset, the 
Special Drawing Right 
(SDR), in 1969, the prob-
lem was highlighted again. 
 SDRs were allocated 
directly to member coun-
tries rather than tied to 
either gold or the US trade 
or current account deficit. 
The SDR was supposed to 
supplement, not replace, 
gold and the dollar as 
reserve assets. 
 By mid-1971, when 
President Nixon unilateral-
ly ended the dollar•s gold 
convertibility obligation, 
the debate was no longer 
about whether the gold 
window could hold, but 
over how to close it with-
out triggering a currency-
market panic after years of 
speculation.

Fabian Wayne Aird, the 
former Grenada Road 
March winner known as 
•General PP••, has thrown 
his support behind 
Democratic People•s 
Movement (DPM) Political 
Leader and Town of St. 
George MP, Peter David, 
praising David•s long-
standing commitment to 
the constituency and urg-
ing residents to continue 
supporting him. 
 General PP, speaking at a 
DPM polit ical meeting, 
referred to the early days 
of David•s political career 
and argued that his rela-
tionship with the people of 
St. George has endured 
across political changes. 
 •I remember when Ken 
Joseph came right in there 
when he said, •Watch, we 
have some fresh blood,• 
and he introduced us to 
Peter David,Ž General PP 
recalled. 

 He then delivered his cen-
tral endorsement: •Peter 
David has never turned his 
back on the community of 
River Road and [the sur-
rounding community].Ž 
 General PP also used a 
biblical reference to frame 
David•s political journey, 
telling the DPM leader: 
•The stone that the builder 
refused does always end 
up the cornerstone.Ž 
 His endorsement comes 
as David prepares to con-
test the Town of St. 
George again, this time 
under the banner of the 
DPM, the political move-
ment he formed after leav-
ing the New National Party 
in January 2025. 
 A former Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and 
Tourism, David has repre-
sented the constituency 
across different political 
periods, winning it as an 
NDC candidate in 2003 

and 2008 and later as an 
NNP candidate in 2018 
and 2022.  
 David•s continuing con-
stituency work has also 
included annual back-to-
school initiatives, health 
services and other com-
munity activities.  
 General PP•s endorse-
ment adds a prominent 
cultural voice to the grow-
ing political activity sur-
rounding the Town of St. 
George.  
 The veteran entertainer 
won Grenada•s 2004 Road 
March tit le with •Never 
Say Never,Ž a result 
recorded in historical Road 
March listings. 
 After a 20-year break from 
competition, he returned to 
the 2026 Power Soca 
Monarch competition and 
was among the 12 final-
ists. 
 

General PP endorses 
incumbent MP Peter David

Fabian Wayne Aird- aka •General PP••
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The main opposition New National Party 
(NNP) has rolled out three of its promises 
to the electorate in its effort to win the 
upcoming general election. 
 Addressing a party meeting at •The Limes 
in Grand Anse in the South St George 
constituency, the party•s Political Leader 
Emmalin Pierre pledged to remove VAT on 
Electricity, Water, and on Sugar. 
 •I say to you tonight that within the first 90 
days of assuming office, the NNP will 
remove VAT on Sugar, remove the new 
levy on Water and Brothers and Sisters we 
are going to remove VAT on Electricity,Ž 
she told the gathering. 
 •We are prepared to take measures that 
are going to have a serious impact on the 

pockets of the people of this country,Ž she 
said. 
 The former Education Minister who is 
defending her rural St Andrew South-east 
seat disclosed that more announcements 
will be made when the NNP presents its 
Manifesto. 
  •Any government that worth its salt is 
going to do something serious about the 
issue of cost-of-living in this country,Ž she 
added. 
 On the issue of unemployment in the 
country, she said: •You are going to hear 
us roll out some measures specifically for 
our young people throughout the length 
and breadth of this country.Ž 
  Pierre stated that thousands of young 

people will be put back to work and to be 
engaged in a productive way by using the 
programmes associated with the New 
National Party. 
 •I can tell you tonight that priority will be 
given to the young people of this country 
in our Manifesto … not talk,Ž she said. 
 According to the female NNP boss, the 
belief of the NNP is that young people 
must earn from a programme to be initiat-
ed in which they could own their own 
homes as a result of •the initiative that we 
will announce under Housing.Ž 
 Without making specific reference to the 
controversial Imani programme, Pierre 
also said that thousands of young people 
were thrown out of programmes started by 

NNP but told them that the party is coming 
back •to restore these opportunities to do 
even better than we did before to give you 
more.Ž 
 In addit ion, she said that the NNP 
Manifesto for the general election will cen-
tre on its promises to the workers, public 
officers, farmers and fishermen as well as 
the Senior Citizens of the country. 
 Pierre is leading the NNP into its first 
election under a female head. 
 Longstanding Polit ical Leader Keith 
Mitchell has led the party to the polls in 
elections held in 1990, 1995, 1999, 2003, 
2008, 2013, 2018 and in 2022. 
 
 

THE NNP PROMISES IN 
2026 ELECTION!!!

Emmalin Pierre … leading NNP into the next general election
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