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�The Pen Is Always Mightier�
Week Ending Fri., AUGUST 28, 2026

A regional expert has slammed into controversial Canadian-based 
Labour Statistician and �Pollster� Justine Pierre after reviewing a 
recent political survey that he conducted which showed that there 
is a tight fight taking place between the New National Party (NNP) 
Leader Emmalin Pierre and Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell for the 
upcoming general election. 
 The expert who worked for many international organisations over 
the years has labelled the work done by Pierre as �sloppy� and 
�embarrassing� and questioned some of the conclusions reached 
in the survey. 
 �He really messed up�, said the expert. 
 According to Pierre�s poll, PM Dickon Mitchell holds a narrow 
lead over Pierre in overall favourability but that the Opposition 
Leader has the stronger overall public-opinion profile because she 
attracts considerably less negative sentiments. 
 The April 17, 2026 political leadership survey was reportedly 
based on 4142 respondents and found that about six in ten 
Grenadians viewed both leaders favourably. 
 However, PM Mitchell had a slim advantage with 2638 favourable 
responses compared with 2538 for Pierre. 
 The survey also found that the Prime Minister has a slightly larger 
core of respondents who view him as very favorably but that 
Pierre appears to have broader acceptability. 

�HE REALLY MESSED UP�
The words used by a highly qualified regional expert to 

describe the latest political survey done by Justine Pierre

(Continue on page 3)

Justine Pierre � taken to task for a critical �omission� in his 
latest political survey

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell � based on the Pierre survey 
could face an uphill battle to hold onto his position at the 

Botanical Gardens
Opposition Leader Emmalin Pierre � is doing well based on the 

survey done by Pierre and his outfit in Canada

A BRITISH CORONER TO HOLD 
INQUEST TUESDAY IN LONDON 

TO DETERMINE CAUSE OF 
DEATH OF ANDREW FREDERICK

(STORY ON PAGE 3)
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any port of entry such as 
the Maurice Bishop 
International Airport 
(MBIA) to identified places 
of Quarantine. 
 However, there was no 
legislation in place at the 
time to criminalise persons 
who were already on the 
island and engaged in the 
kinds of behavior that can 
endanger the rest of the 
society. 
 In the past seven years, 
our Health off icials did 
absolutely nothing to put 
legislation in place that 
could be taken to 
Parliament for approval to 
seriously address the situ-
ation with the two runaway 
TB patients. 
 The Minister of Health 
Phillip Telesford and his 
Team were left holding 
onto an empty bag as the 
State was powerless to 
deal harshly with the two 
Patients who could have 
exposed many persons in 
the country by their delib-

erate act to leave the 
Hospital without authorisa-
tion. 
 THE NEW TODAY will not 
get into any blame game 
but instead call on the 
authorities in the Ministry 
of Health to get down to 
work and to put the legisla-
tion in place to handle any 
future occurrence. 
 The two administrations in 
charge of the island since 
Covid-19 � the New 
National Party (NNP) of 
Keith Mitchell and Dickon 
Mitchell�s Congress have 
dropped the ball and those 
now in charge at the 
Botanical Gardens should 
get the public officers to do 
what they have to do on 
behalf of the nation. 
 One of the major prob-
lems in the country is the 
failure of government min-
isters over the years to ask 
Public Officers in positions 
such as Permanent 
Secretary to account for 
their stewardship especial-

ly when it comes to putting 
certain systems in place 
for the governance of the 
country. 
 In the current situation, 
the Minister of Health 
should hold the CMO and 
others in the Health sector 
who have a role to play in 
putting the legislation in 
place to account to 
Grenadians for this short-
coming. 
 THE NEW TODAY would 
also like to make some 
passing comments on the 
upcoming visit to the 
island of Dr Milagros 
Flores Roman, the 
President of the 
International Committee of 
ICOMOS on Fortifications 
and Military Heritage and 
who is also the Secretary-
General of ICOFORT. 
 There is a saying that a 
bad breeze never blows 
and some good could be 
coming out of the visit 
which arose from a court 
action between the 

Grenada National Trust 
(GNT) and the state-run 
National Insurance 
Scheme (NIS) on plans to 
demolish the Drill Yard on 
Young Street. 
 The GNT was able to 
attract worldwide attention 
in its court case in which a 
high court judge granted it 
an injunction against NIS 
until certain things are put 
in place that can result in 
an alternative plan to save 
this Heritage Site. 
 The Trust started an inter-
national campaign in 
which Dr Flores got 
involved and a few days 
ago wrote a letter to the 
Minister of Tourism and 
Culture, Sen. Adrian 
Thomas and also commit-
ted to visiting Grenada to 
look at the situation. 
 The leaders of the coun-
try should take advantage 
of this high-powered visit 
of a lady who holds two 
powerful and influential 
posit ions l inked to 
UNESCO just l ike the 
People�s Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) of 
Maurice Bishop did in the 
1979-83 period when the 
Director General of 
UNESCO, the 
S e n e g a l e s e - b o r n 
Amadou-Mahtar M�Bow 
paid a visit to the island. 
 The Revolutionary lead-
ers were able to strength-
en their relations with 
UNESCO and submit a 
number of projects there-
after for funding which 

resulted in hundreds of 
thousands of dollars flow-
ing into the country. 
 The task now for 
Congress is to use the 
visit of Dr Flores to help 
open the door for possible 
funding on a number of 
Heritage sites in the coun-
try such as the Public 
Library, the old Parliament 
building at York House 
and the restoration of the 
residence of the 
Governor-General which 
were destroyed by 
Hurricane Ivan in 2004. 
 The government should 
dialogue with GNT on the 
way forward since the 
Trust has within its rank a 
particular individual who 
can help unlock some of 
the closed doors where 
funding is concerned 
especially through the use 
of drawing up projects in a 
timely manner. 
 This is an area where the 
country has a serious 
deficit because of the 
presence of too many 
�square pegs in round 
holes� who are being high-
ly paid but with little suc-
cess to show in attracting 
serious project finance for 
the development of the 
country. 
 Our neighbours l ike 
Barbados, Trinidad & 
Tobago, St Lucia and 
Jamaica are way ahead of 
us in tapping into UN 
funds for projects to bene-
fit the people of the coun-
try. 

Learn from 
Failure!!!

It took an unfortunate inci-
dent in which two patients 
diagnosed with the infec-
tious Tuberculosis disease 
ran away from their treat-
ment at the General 
Hospital to bring to the 
forefront the lack of legis-
lation in place on the 
island to adequately 
address the problem. 
 There was naturally panic 
in the society as people 
feared for their lives if they 
came into contact with the 
two patients. 
 It was the second time in 
the week that someone 
being treated for TB was 
able to escape from the 
hospital and get the 
opportunity to mingle with 
the general population. 
 The issue did not only 
raise concerns about the 
type of security arrange-
ments to ensure that 

these patients cannot 
leave the hospital without 
permission but also led to 
questions being asked 
about legislation in place 
to restrict and criminalise 
TB patients. 
 Seven years ago, the 
island faced another simi-
lar scenario with the 
advent of the deadly 
Covid-19 disease. 
 Health officials turned to 
the Public Health Act to 
take the country through 
the Pandemic. 
 However, the act is limit-
ed to restricting the move-
ment of persons entering 
the island to quarantine 
them for a specific period 
of time before allowing 
them to go into the public 
space. 
 The CMO was empow-
ered to move persons 
entering the island from 

Although most media is 
currently focused upon the 
economic issues sur-
rounding the possible 
2028 termination or modi-
fication of the Citizenship 
by Investment (CBI) pro-
gram of the 
Commonwealth of 
Dominica, many 
Dominicans see their 
country’s future income 
stream coming from eco-
tourism, based upon its 
abundant natural capital. 
 Government programs, 
international NGO sup-
port, and an entrepreneur-
ial, environmentally con-
scious, community-based, 
innovative and outward-

We examine Dominica's 
ecotourism future after CBI

By Kenneth Rijock looking private sector, all 
are contributing to a future 
broad-based prosperity. 
 We have surveyed a 
number of Dominicans 
engaged in these promis-
ing projects and enterpris-
es, and wish to report to 
our readers on the status 
of several which we find of 
important interest from an 
economic point of view, 
and which we believe will 
drive a new and lucrative 
ecotourism business to 
the tropical island nation. 
 Public-private partner-
ships, where the govern-
ment facil i tates future 
tourism, could usher in a 
significant increase in visi-
tors, for a specific reason; 
the country’s natural 
resources. 
 
 The partnership between 
the Sperm Whale Reserve 
and Project CETI: 
 
Dominica has become a 
globally important center 
for sperm whale conser-
vation and research. 
 The Sperm Whale 

tious renewable energy 
project is funded through 
a number of sources, 
including the World Bank 
and other governmental 
development partners, is 
a significant development. 
 Those contributors assist 
with prescribed procure-
ment processes, environ-
mental and social safe-
guards, reporting 
requirements and external 
scrutiny. 
  Global attention to this 
unique project will place 
Dominica in the forefront 
of renewable energy, 
increasing potential tourist 
curiosity.  
 These are only a few of 
the many attractions that 
Dominica offers, and 
which can function as the 
replacement for CBI 
income in the future, 
should it disappear alto-
gether. 
 I believe that it could eas-
ily be replaced by income 
derived from a Residency 
by Investment (RBI) pro-
gram, where ecotourism is 
the driving force. 
 Ecotourists who are cap-
tivated by all that 
Dominica has to offer will 
want more than a brief 
visit, and to make it easier 
for them through an RBI 
program. 
 Some call this the 
Alternative National 
Development Model 
where natural capital is a 
productive national asset - 
adding up to Dominica’s 
whales, reefs, forests, 
rovers, biodiversity and 
renewable assets as a 
magnet for North 
American, European and 
Asian tourist business. 
 It is conservation treated 
as an economic strategy, 
and it will work. 
 

Reserve gives Dominica a 
genuinely distinctive, and 
unique, conservation 
asset, paired with Project 
CETI, which brings 
together artificial intelli-
gence, machine learning, 
robotics, linguistics and 
marine biology, in an effort 
to understand and trans-
late sperm whale commu-
nication. 
 
 An important factor: 
CETI is developing local 
capacity, through marine 
conservation fellowships, 
in collaboration with 
Dominicans. Beyond con-
servation this natural 
asset project has the 
potential to attract high-
value tourism. 
 
 Coral Restoration and 
Marine Conservation - 
the coral restoration work 
associated with Oceans 
Forward, Nature Island 
Dive and Simon Walsh, 
are prime examples of 
local citizens using sci-
ence and practical conser-
vation to protect one of 
Dominica’s most valuable 
natural assets. 
 Coral nurseries, and dis-
ease response and 
restoration work are a 
direct connection between 
environmental steward-
ship, scientific knowledge 
and the long-term eco-
nomic viability of recre-
ational diving and marine 
tourism for Dominica. 
 

Geothermal Energy:  
Dominica’s geothermal 
program, where its ambi-
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Could Grenadian rum become 
a global powerhouse?

Grenada is one of those 
islands that has it all; white 
sand beaches, mountains, 
rainforests, crystal clear 
seas and waterfalls. Its 
diverse offerings make it an 
appealing destination for 
holiday makers. 
 Intrigue has been steadily 
growing in rums from 
Grenada … but what will it 
take to build this Caribbean 
island•s distilling community 
into an international success 
story? 
 •Grenada is a small 
Caribbean island, whose 
consumption can be 
described as a mix of local 
and tourist demand,Ž notes 
Ryan Lee, senior market 
analyst at IWSR, which spe-
cialises in global beverage 
alcohol data and insights. 
•Rum is the most consumed 
spirit in the market and has 
deep historical ties to sugar-
cane plantations with local 
production dating back hun-
dreds of years. 
 •Before 2020, spirits 
drinkers had been moving 
out of the rum category in 
search of other international 
spirits (white rum consumers 
to vodka or white Tequila, 
and aged rum consumers to 
whisky and brandy). This 
was driven partly by tourists 
bringing their home coun-
try•s drinking trends into the 
local on-trade scene, which 
then influences local con-
sumption as well. That shift 
has slowed since the pan-
demic due to inflation and 
cost of living pressures mak-
ing rum attractive again from 
a value perspective.Ž 
 Maria Daniel, managing 
partner at EY-Parthenon 
Caribbean, says white/over-
proof rum is the strongest 
local category. 
 •Clarke•s Court white rum is 
very popular in the domestic 
market and has been histori-
cally considered the compa-
ny•s (Grenada Disti l lers 
Limited) flagship product,Ž 
she adds. Flavoured rums 
have also been well-
received, Daniel notes, and 
also cites Rivers Royale as 
a popular white, overproof 
choice. The brand uses a 
hybrid of cane juice and 

Grenada•s spirits consumption is a mix of local and tourist demand
molasses, and has a •strong 
cultural fol lowing in 
Grenada. 
 Daniel sees five segments 
that the rum market in 
Grenada could be divided 
into: everyday, local con-
sumption; social and 
tourism consumption; her-
itage and authenticity; pre-
mium and connoisseur; and 
emerging opportunit ies. 
Each sector plays into spe-
cific rum styles. For exam-
ple, the aforementioned 
white and overproof rums 
are often seen as everyday, 
local spirits. Meanwhile, 
tourists often lean towards 
rum Punch and flavoured 
rums. 
 At present, EY-Parthenon 
Caribbean is leading the 
sale of Grenadian rum dis-
t i l lery Renegade, and 
believes its rums are best-
suited to cater to drinkers 
seeking heritage, authentici-
ty and premium products, 
and also help to boost 
emerging opportunities. 
 Grenada is becoming more 
premium, Daniel believes, 
but notes it is an •emerging 
premium marketŽ. 
 She continues: •I believe 
that there are two different 
rum markets developing in 
Grenada. One is the tradi-
tional market that is influ-
enced by price/affordability, 
cultural identity/expression, 
familiarity and rum strength. 
The second is the global 
premium rum and connois-
seur market, where prove-
nance, terroir, fermentation, 
distillation method, matura-

tion, cask type, blending 
techniques and traceability 
are increasingly important. 
 •Renegade Rum is a prime 
example of this emerging 
category, having positioned 
Grenadian rum around the 
concept of single-farm, 
cuvée and terroir-driven pro-
duction. Its use of locally 
grown sugarcane, specific 
cane varieties, distinctive 
fermentation and distillation 
techniques, and maturation 
in carefully selected casks 
allows the rum to communi-
cate a sense of place and 
production authenticity. 
Rather than competing sole-
ly on volume or price, 
Renegade demonstrates 
how Grenada can create 
premium spirits with a com-
pelling origin story, technical 
transparency and a level of 
provenance that appeals to 
knowledgeable international 
rum consumers.Ž 
 
Representation and edu-

cation  
However, she stresses that 
the premiumisation of 
Grenada will not happen 
simply by putting out more 
expensive versions of local 
products into the market. It•s 
more complex than that. 
 •It will come from creating a 
product with a reason to 
command a premium. 
Renegade had the perfect 
combination: terroir, sugar-
cane, tropical maturation, 
high-quality casks, prove-
nance and a strong tradi-
tional rum culture on the 
island,Ž Daniel adds. 

On an international level, 
the general consensus is 
that there is plenty of room 
for Grenadian spirits … par-
t icularly rum … to grow. 
Greater representation, edu-
cation and tasting opportuni-
ties are needed in estab-
lished markets like the UK 
to bolster Grenadian pro-
ducers overseas. 
 •Spirits from Grenada are a 
very small category for us at 
The Whisky Exchange,Ž 
notes Dawn Davies MW, 
commercial buying director 
at The Whisky Exchange. 
•Our main seller from 
Grenada is Rivers Antoine. 

This is down to the fact that 
people who have been to 
Grenada and tried the high-
er-ABV version want to get it 
over here. 
 •Like many of the smaller 
Caribbean islands, it is the 
unaged rums that are inter-
esting, but they do not really 
have much cut through in 
comparison to the more 
established products. The 
aged rums don•t have much 
representation in the UK, so 
most people would not have 
much access to tasting them 
and understanding them. 
 •There is not much repre-
sentation in the UK for rums 
from Grenada so they get 
lost amongst the other 
islands that have stronger 
representation.Ž 
 For Daniel, the future suc-
cess of rum and other spirits 
from Grenada will not come 
from the growth of a single 
producer, but from establish-
ing a clear identity for 
Grenadian beverages. 
 •All major producers on the 
island should come together 
to strengthen the Grenada 
Rum and Spirits Producers 
Association so that collec-
tively, an identity could be 
given to Grenada rum … 
since each individual pro-
ducer will have their own 
interpretation,Ž Daniel advis-
es. 
 •I would actually use 
Renegade as evidence that 
the concept works. 
Renegade demonstrated 
that an internationally 

sophisticated rum consumer 
wil l  pay attention to 
Grenadian terroir, individual 
farms, cane varieties and 
traceabil i ty. I believe 
Grenada absolutely has the 
ingredients to become 
recognised internationally as 
a premium rum origin. 
Grenada should own the 
idea of the •Spice Island•s• 
terroir-driven rum … combin-
ing volcanic soils, distinctive 
sugarcane, tropical matura-
tion and Grenada•s extraor-
dinary spice and culinary 
heritage. 
 •And in that context, 
Renegade was arguably 
ahead of its time. Its farm-
by-farm, cane-to-cask phi-
losophy was pointing toward 
exactly the type of prove-
nance-based premiumisa-
tion that could form the 
foundation of a future  
•Grenadian Premium Rum• 
category. The strategic 
opportunity shouldn•t be to 
sell more rum in Grenada 
(population size too small) 
but rather build a distinctly 
Grenadian premium rum 
portfol io that uses the 
domestic market as its foun-
dation and tourism as its 
showroom, while ultimately 
targeting the US, UK and 
European premium mar-
kets.Ž 
 

Storytelling is important  
For The Whisky Exchange•s 
Davies, she believes brands 
could benefit from tapping 
into stories more to build 

lasting connections with 
consumers. 
 •More cohesive storytellingŽ 
is needed, she says, adding: 
•What makes the rum spe-
cial, what is the history and 
why should people want to 
drink them, what is their 
USP? Tourism is often a 
good way to spread the 
word, but it is about the sale 
when they get back home 
as well as the bottle they 
bring back.Ž 
 The US, the UK, Europe 
(particularly France) and 
regional Caribbean markets 
have been cited as key 
export opportunit ies for 
Grenadian rums. 
 Meanwhile, locally, over the 
next few years, IWSR•s Lee 
notes: •Consumption will be 
dependent on global eco-
nomic improvements bring-
ing tourists into the market. 
Besides the direct sales to 
tourists, this also creates 
local jobs and boosts con-
sumer spending, and for 
tourist jobs to support the 
workforce and boost con-
sumer spending.Ž 
 While it remains a small 
category globally, it is evi-
dent that the opportunities to 
grow Grenadian rum into a 
global contender are unlimit-
ed. Excitement and intrigue 
from both customers and 
trade professionals is evi-
dently there. Now, it•s time 
for producers to rise to the 
challenge and put Grenada 
firmly on the global spirits 
map.

We wish to inform the Nation that when the New National Party 
(NNP) Government of Keith Mitchell granted a Lease agreement 
for the Tyrrel Bay Marina with a group of Investors on September 
14, 2018 that Cajeton Hood was no longer the Attorney-General 
of Grenada. 
 
Mr Hood served in the AG position between 2013 and 2017. 
 
The Court Records will show that Mr Hood held the post of AG 
when the Corion Family commenced proceedings against 
Carriacou Devcor Ltd (CDC) and the Attorney-General alleging 
that they were the owners of a 7-acre lot forming part of the 
leased premises. 
 
The Privy Council in London ruled that the Corion Family and not 
the State of Grenada were the rightful owners of the 7 acres of 
land. 
 
THE NEW TODAY wish to apologise to Mr Hood for any inconve-
nience caused to him by stating that he was Attorney General 
when the Lease agreement was signed.

CORRECTION!!!
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•It's time to call out the 
public officers who are not 
doing any work.  When 
was the last t ime you 
heard the CMO (address 
critical issues).Ž 
 This statement was made 
by a former high-ranking 
public officer as a debate 
started in the country on 
the alleged lack of perfor-
mance by the island•s 
Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) Dr Shawn Charles 
to help pilot legislation that 
can effectively deal with 
health issues like Covid-19 
and Tuberculosis. 
The issue came to the fore 
fol lowing the second 
escape in one week by a 
patient diagnosed with the 
contagious TB which 
resulted in panic among 
the population. 
 The former Public Officer 
accused Dr Charles of not 
doing anything in helping 
with legislation to deal with 
serious health issues after 
the experience of Covid-
19 and the limitations of 
the Public Health Act to 
hold persons criminally 
responsible for helping to 
spread any deadly dis-
ease. 

Focus on CMO Dr Shawn Charles

 Following the escape of 
two TB patients from the 
General Hospital on 
Monday morning, the 
Ministry of Health indicat-
ed that it was seeking help 
from the Office of the 

Attorney-General and the 
Acting Director of Public 
Prosecutions (DPP) on 
legislation to deal with per-
sons who run away into 
the public domain while 
receiving treatment for 

communicable diseases. 
 The former Public Officer 
charged that the Public 
Health Act cannot be used 
as it is limited to •persons 
entering the country.Ž 
  •This public Health Act 

was deemed inadequate 
many moons ago so what 
is the same CMO (Dr. 
Shawn Charles) who is 
familiar with the shortcom-
ings of the Act since 
COVID … what has he 
done to address the situa-
tion.Ž 
 The retired officer labelled 
the situation involving the 
two escapees from the 
General Hospital as •not a 
hospital problemŽ but •a 
CMO problemŽ in light of 
allegations that Dr Charles 
should help the State put 
legislation in place to 
address such issues. 
 Another former public offi-
cer who held a high-level 
job in the Civi l Service 
sees the problem as not 
solely one to blame the 
CMO totally for but the fail-
ure of the system to put 
things in place to address 
the situation. 
 He said: •If an infectious 
patient decides to leave 
the hospital against med-
ical advice before they are 
cured, the legal and opera-
tional responsibil i ty to 
manage the public health 
risk transit ions to local 
public health authority and 
government health depart-
ment. 
 •I agree that the Chief 
Medical Officer (CMO) 
should assume ultimate 
responsibility for patient 
safety, and TB patients 
leaving the hospital before 
they are cured. 
 •However, the account-
ability must be balanced 
with systemic support, 
clear institutional policies, 
and shared leadership 
from hospital or govern-
ment administration. A 
CMO cannot fix resource 
shortages, understaffing, 
or systemic failures alone. 
 •Administrative boards 
and CEOs share the duty 
of providing safe working 
environments and bud-
gets. The perspective that 
a Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) should take full, 
singular responsibil i ty 
often stems from the legal, 
ethical, and organisational 
weight placed on their title. 
•In high-stakes environ-
ments like healthcare or 
public health, people look 
for a single point of 

accountability when things 
go wrong. 
 •The CMO holds the high-
est clinical rank and signs 
off on medical policies and 
protocols. Holding a single 
leader accountable pro-
vides transparency and 
reassures the public that 
errors have conse-
quences. 
•However, the clinical oath 
to "do no harm" places the 
moral burden of patient 
outcomes directly on med-
ical leadership, not just on 
the CMO. 
 •CMOs often report to a 
CEO or Board of Directors 
who hold final control over 
budgets, hir ing, and 
resource allocation. 
Punishing a single leader 
can mask deep, systemic 
flaws in an organisation, 
preventing real safety 
fixes. 
 •Modern healthcare relies 
on interconnected technol-
ogy, supply chains, and 
multidisciplinary teams 
beyond one person's 
direct control. It•s time to 
appoint a statutory body 
(to run the General 
Hospital) to ensure that 
the institution operates 
safely, legally, and ethical-
ly. 
 •In the context of medical 
errors and leadership, 
these bodies act as the 
independent mechanism 
that investigates failures, 
enforces accountability, 
and protects public inter-
est. 
 •In so doing focus can be 
shifted from blaming a sin-
gle person to identifying 
and fixing root-cause 
organisational flaws. 
 The former high-ranking 
public sector employee hit 
back, noting that although 
the person was supporting 
the point that the CMO is 
the f inal accounting 
authority but was simply 
•just making excuses for 
the CMOŽ and his failure 
to ensure that the relevant 
legislation went to 
Parliament for approval. 
 •I suggest that the CMO 
resign if the situation is 
that bad because he is 
collecting pay,Ž said the 
ex-public officer who went 
on to say: •Public officers 
are always ready with a 
book full of excuses for 
why they can't perform but 
they are sitting there and 

taking the pay.  
 •It says something about 
them sitting in the middle 
of something that is rotting 
but holding their collective 
nose and collecting the 
pay. If you cannot help 
make the situation better 
as CMO then resign.Ž 
 The other retired public 
officer hit back with the fol-
lowing statement: 
•Whether the Chief 
Medical Officer (CMO) 
should resign is a question 
of polit ical and public 
debate rather than a set-
tled legal or consensus-
driven fact. 
 •Ult imately, unless he 
chooses to step down vol-
untarily for personal or 
professional reasons, any 
forced departure is gov-
erned strictly by the PSC 
based on legal cause, 
rather than public opinion. 
 •The Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) is appointed by the 
Public Service 
Commission, acting in 
accordance with public 
service regulations and 
the constitution governing 
public officers. 
  •Public Service 
Commission handles the 
formal appointment, disci-
plining, and removal of 
public off icers, which 
includes the technical 
head position of the Chief 
Medical Officer within the 
Ministry of Health.  
 •The power to officially 
remove or discipline the 
Chief Medical Officer 
(CMO) in Grenada vests in 
the Public Service 
Commission (PSC). 
Because the CMO is a 
senior public officer rather 
than a political appointee, 
the office is protected by 
strict constitutional guide-
lines.  
 •If the PSC hands down a 
decision to remove the 
CMO, the officer has the 
constitutional r ight to 
appeal that decision to the 
Public Services Board of 
Appeal under Section 88 
of the Constitution. 
 •There needs to be some 
form of established/known 
public health guidelines 
couched in some form of 
legal codification for those 
who knowingly/wilfully/mali-
ciously/purposefully infect 
innocent and/or unsus-
pecting folks.Ž  

Dr Shawn Charles … under scrutiny as Chief Medical 
Officer in the Ministry of Health 

Runaway patient Dwight Ross of Tanteen, St George TB patient Kendall Barry of Mt Toute, St George
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The Corion Family on the 
sister isle of Carriacou has 
rejected claims being 
made by trapped boat 
owners in the controversial 
Tyrrel Bay Marina that 
they erected a Fence to 
lock in their boats without 
any prior notice. 
 A family spokesman told 
THE NEW TODAY  the 
owners of the boats that 
got stranded there and 
appealed for help were 
forewarned to remove 
themselves and their prop-
erty from the area. 
 He said that a female 
member of the family had 
given the boat owners 
•advanced noticeŽ that the 
place was going to be 
fenced and that they 
should leave the area. 
 •It is not like she did it 
overnight,Ž he quipped. 
 According to the family 
member, one of the 
boaters was basically 
shocked to see a Black 
person was the one that 
owned the 7 acres of land. 
 He pointed out that the 

family member was 
scoffed at in  •a conde-
scending toneŽ and was 
warned that they were the 
ones who were trespass-
ing because they believed 
that CDC was the owner 
of the property. 
 •So it is not like they were 
blind-sided … they just did-
n•t believe that Black folks 
could own that,Ž he 
remarked. 
 The family member indi-
cated that things have now 
changed significantly with 
the erection of the Fence 
and that the boat owners 
who were previously 
laughing at them •are now 
turning around and asking 
them for help.Ž 
 •We told them that we 
were the owners and to 
get off the land. We are 
not supposed to wait for 
you to get your act togeth-
er. We told you that we•re 
the owners (and) you had 
the right to move off,Ž he 
said. 
 The family member stated 
that the Corion Family 

took the decision to erect 
the Fence and not touch 
any of the boats in the 
Marina and to push them 
out of the area. 
 He said: •If we touch any 
of their boats that•s a way 
out for the Marina to basi-
cally say we are interfering 
with their clients and they 
could sue us … we can•t 
touch that.Ž 
 •These guys have been 
making money on our 
lands … they haven•t paid 
us … nobody has paid us - 
so either the government 
owes us or they (Marina) 
owes us but somebody 
has been operating and 
making profits and rev-
enue on our lands and not 
paying us one single 
dime,Ž he added. 
 The family member 
stressed that even before 
the Marina developers 
started any of the major 
construction work on the 
site they were warned that 
they were intruding on pri-
vate property. 
 He said the Corion family 

Corion Family: The Boat Owners had •advanced noticeŽ 
about the erection of the fence at the Marina 

Marina were operating on 
the premises that •they 
had the (political) powers 
with them to do whatever 
they wanted to do.Ž 
 The two major govern-
ment figures involved in 
the Marina project were 
former Prime Minister 
Keith Mitchell and the late 
Foreign Affairs Minister 
Elvin Nimrod who held the 
post of Minister for 
Carriacou & Petite 
Martinique Affairs. 
 In 2018, the then ruling 
New National Party (NNP) 
administration signed a 
lease for the Marina lands 
with the developers. 
 However, the Privy 
Council heard the matter 
in the same year and 
declared the Corion family 
to be the owners of the 7 

acres of land. 
 The family spokesman 
told THE NEW TODAY 
that the Congress admin-
istration of Prime Minister 
Dickon Mitchell has 
acknowledged the Privy 
Council rul ing and 
dropped out of the Court 
battle with the Developers 
on the disputed lands. 
 However, he called on the 
government to state 
whether the Developers 
had paid any monies to 
the Treasury on the Lease 
that was granted to them 
eight years ago. 
 •If the government collect-
ed any money in the 
beginning or afterwards 
then the government owes 
us as it is our lands … you 
have been collecting fees 
and tolls on our lands 

while we are paying taxes. 
 •At no point had we 
stopped paying taxes. So 
we are paying taxes and 
ƒ yet we are forced to 
pay taxes on our own land 
while somebody else 
makes money and not 
paying ƒthat is the most 
craziest stuff you could 
imagine. 
 •If they paid government 
and government conceded 
that it is private land then 
the government (has) been 
collecting tolls and money 
on behalf of a private citi-
zen and not paying us - so 
who is paying who? 
 •If they paid the govern-
ment then the government 
owes us money and if they 
haven•t paid government, 
they haven•t paid any-
body.Ž  

was literally brushed aside 
and the developers of the 
Marina started to behave 
towards them •just l ike 
cowboys.Ž 
 He added that it is clear 
the persons behind the 

The Grenada Athletics 
Association (GAA) has 
elected a new Board of 
Directors to lead the 
organisation for the 2026…
2029 term. 
 The elections were held 
during the Association•s 
Annual General Meeting 
on Saturday, August 22, 
2026, at the National 
Cricket Stadium. 
 The new executive will be 
responsible for guiding the 
development of athletics in 
Grenada over the next 
four years, including the 
continued development of 
athletes, clubs, competi-
tions and the Association•s 
national programmes. 
 

The following individuals 
were elected to serve: 
 
€ President: Johnell 
Mitchell 
 
€ 1st Vice President: Mike 
Baptiste 
 
€ 2nd Vice President: 
Albert Joseph 
 
€ General Secretary: 
Desiree Stephen 
 
€ Assistant General 
Secretary: Alda 
Bedminister-Joseph 
 
€ Treasurer: Vaughn 
Joseph 
 

€ Public Relations Officer: 
Shere-Ann Noel 
 
The new board is expect-
ed to provide leadership 
for Grenada athletics 
through 2029, building on 
the country•s strong pres-
ence in regional and inter-
national athletics. 
 The newly elected presi-
dent expressed their grati-
tude to the affiliates for 
their dedicated service to 
the sport. He also admon-
ished the new executive to 
work together to manage 
the sport as •we have 
inherited a foundation from 
over 100 years and need 
to leave it better than it 
was receivedŽ.

The Grenada Athletics Association 
Elects New Board for 2026…2029 

 An aerial view of the Tyrell Bay Marina in Carriacou
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The Ministry of Health 
confirms that in the early 
hours of Monday morn-
ing, two patients receiving 
treatment for 
Tuberculosis (TB) at the 
Isolation Unit of the 
General Hospital left the 
facility without authorisa-
tion after forcing open a 
secured, irongate and 
exiting through the rear of 
the compound. 
 The patients have been 
identified as Mr. Dwight 
Ross and Mr. Kendell 
Barry. Nursing staff on 
duty at the t ime acted 
swiftly and appropriately, 
alerting the Police imme-
diately. 
 I wish to place on record 
my commendation of 
these off icers, who 
responded professionally 
under what was undoubt-
edly a distressing and 
frightening situation. No 
staff member was physi-
cally injured. 
  Current status: I can 
confirm that Mr. Dwight 
Ross and Mr. Kendell 
Barry have since been 
apprehended and 
returned to medical 
supervision as of 11.00 
a.m. today. We wish to 
thank the Royal Grenada 
Police Force for its quick 
action in capturing the 
two patients. 
 

Public health guidance 
Tuberculosis is a treat-
able and curable disease. 
Patients who remain on 
their prescribed treatment 
become substantially less 
infectious within a short 
period. 
 The risk to the public 
from brief or passing con-
tact is low; however, as a 
precaution, any person 
who believes they have 
had close or prolonged 
contact with either patient 
should visit the nearest 
health facility for assess-
ment and screening. 
 Screening and treatment 
are provided free of 
charge. 
 

 Next steps  
The Ministry has engaged 
the Commissioner of 
Police and the Attorney 
General's Chambers for 
guidance on the legal 
framework governing the 
detention and manage-
ment of patients with 
highly infectious diseases 
who decline or abandon 
treatment. 
 In parallel, I have direct-
ed a full review of: 
 
€ Security infrastructure 
and staff ing arrange-
ments at the Isolation 
Unit, including the physi-
cal integrity of doors, 
gates and perimeter 
access; 
 
€ Duress alarm systems 
and safety protocols for 
staff assigned to isolation 
facilities; 
 
€ Patient support, coun-
sell ing and adherence 
services, so that patients 
are less likely to abandon 
treatment; and 

 
€ The national TB policy 
framework, in line with 
our commitment to elimi-
nating tuberculosis. 
 
The safety of our health-
care workers and the pro-
tection of the public are 
not negotiable. This 
Ministry will act decisively 
on the findings of the 
review, and the public will 
be updated as further 
information becomes 
available. 
 
 Meanwhile, the main 
opposition New National 
Party (NNP) has called 
for what it said are •clear 
answers on Public 
SafetyŽ in l ight of the 
escape of the two TB 
patients from the General 
Hospital. 
 The statement reads: 
•The New National Party 
(NNP) is calling on the 
Minister of Health to 
address growing public 
concern about tuberculo-
sis (TB) and provide 
clear, transparent infor-
mation on the measures 
being taken to protect 
patients, healthcare work-
ers, first responders and 
the wider public. 
 Amidst questions and 
claims circulating publicly, 
the NNP will not specu-
late on individual cases. 
However, when concerns 
involve public safety and 
public health, the Ministry 
has a responsibil ity to 
provide the facts quickly, 
clearly and transparently. 
 •Grenadians should not 
have to depend on social 
media chatter for answers 
about a matter as impor-
tant as public safety and 
public health,Ž said Dr. 
Myanna Charles, public 
health specialist and NNP 
spokesperson. 
 •The Ministry should pro-
vide the country with 
clear information about 
how these situations are 
being managed, what 
safeguards are in place to 
protect the public, and 
whether our healthcare 
workers and first respon-
ders have the training 
and equipment they 

need.Ž 
 
 The NNP is therefore 
asking the Ministry of 
Health to answer four 
straightforward questions: 
 
1.What measures are 
currently in place to pro-
tect patients, healthcare 
workers and the public 
when managing TB 
cases? 
 
2.What safeguards are in 
place if a person who 
may be infectious leaves 
care or cannot be locat-
ed? 
 
3.Are police officers and 
other f irst responders 
properly trained and 
equipped if they are 
required to assist? 
 
4. Have recent concerns 
or previous incidents led 
to a review of these 
arrangements, and have 
any problems identified 
been corrected? 
 
The NNP stresses that 
this is not about blaming 
or stigmatising patients, 
nor is it an attack on our 
nurses, doctors, police 
officers or other frontline 
workers. 
 Patients deserve proper 
care, dignity and privacy. 
Frontline workers deserve 
proper protection. And the 
public deserves accurate 
and timely information. 
 The responsibility rests 
with the leadership of the 
Ministry of Health to 
ensure that Grenadians 
are protected, that appro-
priate safeguards are in 
place and that the public 
can have confidence in 
the management of 
potential health risks. 
 The NNP therefore calls 
on the Minister of Health 
to address the country, 
provide the facts and 
demonstrate clearly what 
is being done to protect 
both patients and the 
public. 
 On matters of public 
safety and public health, 
silence creates uncertain-
ty. transparency builds 
confidence.

Minister for Health speaks on 
runaway TB Patients

Minister for Health Phillip Telesford … issued a state-
ment on the runaway Tuberculosis patients
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A female high court judge in Grenada 
was called upon to settle a dispute 
between a U.S-born woman and a 
German man over the custody of their 
child. 
 The mother, Elizabeth McPherson was 
accused of abducting the child in 
Germany despite a Court Order and 
ending up in Grenada with the little one. 
 The state-controlled Child Protection 
Authority (CPA) in Grenada was 
approached by the International Social 
Service (ISS) of Germany requesting 
assistance in the matter in light of the 
fact that there were outstanding Civil 
arrest warrants against the child•s 
mother in Germany and the United 
States of America. 
 A battery of local lawyers were 
involved in the case that was heard by 

high court judge Justice Agnes Actie. 
 Among them was former Finance 
Minister Nazim Burke together with 
Omari Thompson for the Applicant 
which was the Child Protection body. 
 Attorney-at-Law Sasha Courtney who 
was instructed by Grenlaw Chambers 
appeared with veteran attorney Anslem 
Clouden for the First Respondent who 
was Elizabeth McPherson. 
 Also involved in the case was Brian 
Brandwein, Legal Attorney for father of 
the child Sebastian Gunther, as well as 
female attorney Linda Dolland and 
Chevaughn Spencer-Joseph, Solicitor 
General for the Attorney General•s 
Chambers. 
 As a pubic service, THE NEW TODAY 
reproduces in full the decision handed 
down by Justice Actie in the matter:- 

The Case of the Abducted Child!!!

[33] Counsel argues that the 
degree of connection to 
Germany has previously 
been detailed (nationality, 
home, school, grandpar-
ents, friends, language, and 
environment). In contrast, 
the Minor has spent a few 
months in Grenada 
(September to May), and, 
with the exception of her 
mother, had no connection 
or familiarity with anyone 
here. Notwithstanding the 
mother•s indication to the 
German Courts of travelling 
to Florida for work, and to 
this Court that she travelled 
for a funeral, she then left 
Florida after only two 
months and came to 
Grenada, after proceedings 
had been commenced 
against her in Florida. 
 
The Minor•s links to Florida 
are the weakest of any juris-
diction in this case. Though 
born in the United States, 
she left it as an infant, made 
her home and schooling in 
Germany, and was present 

in Florida only as a brief and 
unlawful waypoint during 
her removal. So on points of 
nationality, language, resi-
dence, schooling and cul-
ture, Florida is the forum to 
which she is least connect-
ed, and the first respon-
dent•s proposal to route her 
return through it cannot be 
justified on welfare grounds. 
 
[34] Counsel alleges that 
Germany plainly applies 
welfare principles accept-
able to this Court as the 
detailed order of the local 
Hanover Court of 22nd June 
2025 illustrates the clear 
considerations of that Court 
in coming to its determina-
tion with respect to where 
the Minor should reside and 
expressly states that •in 
cases of conflicting interest, 
the child•s interest takes 
precedenceŽ and •the 
required balancing must 
always be guided first and 
foremeost by the child•s wel-
fareŽ. It is a Hague 
Convention case which is 

focused only on the ques-
tion of the Minor•s return to 
Germany, and will apply that 
Convention to its delibera-
tions. The Minor is f ive 
years of age and her 
expressed preference, while 
it may be noted, can carry 
little determinative weight at 
that age, particularly where 
for months she has been in 
the sole environment asso-
ciated care and control of 
the abducting parent who 
admittedly cut contact with 
the left behind parent. This 
notwithstanding, the report 
of the CPA clearly states 
that the Minor•s •relationship 
with her father is character-
ized by warmth, physical 
affection and active shared 
engagement.Ž 
 
[35] Counsel submits it is 
the second respondent•s 
evidence that he spent con-
siderable t ime with the 
Minor prior to her unlawful 
removal from Germany, first 
l iving together from 
November 2023 to July 

2024, then with frequent vis-
itation unti l  June 2025. 
Additionally, through the 
mechanism set out in 
Pierides, that is to say, a 
return supported by under-
takings and a defined con-
tact schedule, which pre-
serves rather than severs 
the first respondent•s rela-
tionship with the Minor, the 
effect of a return to 
Germany on the mother 
may be limited. 
 

The Court•s analysis  
[36] In all non-Convention 
cases, the courts have con-
sistently held that they must 
act in accordance with the 
welfare of the individual 
child and it is in its best 
interests to do so. Baroness 

Hale of Richmond cautioned 
against importing Hague 
Convention principles by 
analogy into cases where 
the Convention does not 
apply. At paragraph 30: 
 
•...that there should be a 
•strong presumption• that it 
is •highly likely• to be in the 
best interests of a child sub-
ject to unauthorised removal 
or retention to be returned 
to his country of habitual 
residence so that any 
issues which remain can be 
decided in the courts thereŽ. 
 
[37] The House of Lords 
then cautioned that 
approach. They stated thus: 
 
•That approach is open to a 
number of objections. It 
would come so close to 
applying the Hague conven-
tion principles by analogy 
that it would be indistin-
guishable from practice. It 
rel ies upon the Hague 
Convention concepts of 
•habitual residence•, •unau-
thorised removal• and 
•retention•; it then gives no 
indication of the sort of cir-
cumstances in which this 
•strong presumptionŽ might 
be rebutted...different 
approaches have been 
taken in different countries 
to the interpretation of the 
vital concept of habitual res-
idence...Ž 
 
[38] In deciding what is in 
the best interest of the child 
the court is required to take 
all the circumstances in the 
round. In this case, this 
court is placed in a very dif-
ficult situation in this balanc-
ing exercise which is 
required to be undertaken to 
address whether the minor 
should be returned to 
Germany or the USA to pur-
sue the ongoing proceed-
ings. The welfare principle is 
the paramount considera-
tion; all other factors are 
secondary. The Court 
should not apportion blame 
between the parents, 
regardless of any alleged 
misconduct. 
 
[39] In McKee v McKee, the 
proposition that in circum-
stances such as this, where 
an order of a foreign court 
exists, it need not be blindly 
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queries.
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Vacancy - Accounts/Administrative Clerk

followed. An independent 
judgment on the question 
must be formed, even 
though in doing so, it will 
permit the Court to give 
proper weight to the foreign 
judgment, but what is the 
proper weight will depend 
on the circumstances of 
each case. 
 
[40] Buckley LJ in Re L 
(minors) stated to the effect 
that the action of kidnapping 
is just one of the factors to 
be taken into account by the 
Court and not the determin-
ing factor; each case must 
be determined on its partic-
ular circumstances and the 
welfare of the infant must 
always be the paramount 
consideration. 
 
[41] By all accounts, the 
mother has been the prima-
ry caregiver of the Minor, a 
five-year-old girl. The Minor 
speaks fluent English, has 
l ived in Grenada since 
September 2025, and 
attends school in an 
English- speaking environ-
ment. The Court interviewed 
the minor, who clearly 
expressed love for both par-
ents but was reluctant to 
say whether she wished to 
return to Germany or to the 
United States. The CPA 
assessment report confirms 
that both parents show love 
and affection for the minor 
and maintain a cordial rela-
tionship when conducting 
joint visitation. 
 
[42] The mother states that 
she always wanted the 
minor and father to have a 
meaningful relationship 
which is the reason she 
returned to Germany. 
However, she states there 
were repeated incidents of 
intimidation, emotional 
abuse, aggressive conduct 
and conflict between father 
and herself. She states that 
she became increasingly 
concerned about the 
minor•s emotional wellbeing 
and welfare while in 
Germany as the minor 
would always be upset, 
withdrawn or emotionally 
distressed. 
 
[43] The mother states that 
she did not leave Germany 
out of disregard for the 
Court or the law. She states 
that her aunt died 24th June 
2025. The court notes com-
munication between the 
parties in relation to the said 
death of the aunt. The moth-
er states that she was not 
personally served with any 
proceedings or documents 
in the United States relating 
to the Minor and that she 
only became aware when 
the proceedings had 
allegedly been commenced 
in Florida after the CPA 
became involved in 
Grenada and these pro-
ceedings were filed. This is 
evidenced in the orders 
made in the US court where 
the hearings had to be 
adjourned due to lack of 
service. 
 
[44] Further, the mother 
states she did not immedi-
ately cut off communication 
between the minor and the 
father after leaving 
Germany. She states that 
telephone communication 
between herself and the 
father continued for a period 
of time, but she became 

increasingly concerned 
about the emotional impact 
the calls were having on the 
Minor. She states that she 
eventually travelled to 
Grenada because she has 
family support here which 
would create a safe and sta-
ble environment for them 
both.. 
 
[45] The House of Lords in 
Re J (A Child) stated that 
the length of time that the 
minor has stayed in each 
particular country may also 
be relevant. Baroness Hale 
observed that whilst a sum-
mary return may in some 
cases promote welfare, 
such a return is justified 
only because it serves the 
welfare of the individual 
child and not because any 
international obligation 
requires it. 
 
[46] This court is faced with 
a situation where the minor 
has now, to some degree, 
established a l i fe in 
Grenada. Counsel for the 
mother belatedly informed 
the court that both the moth-
er and minor have obtained 
Grenada cit izenship. 
However, the applicant has 
asked that she be permitted 
to return together with the 
minor to the USA, subject to 
such conditions as this court 
considers appropriate, so 
that any outstanding legal 
issues can be addressed 
there in an orderly and 
supervised manner. 
 
[47] Each case turns on its 
own circumstances, so that 
a court that conducts a 
careful analysis of the facts 
and balances the relevant 
factors cannot be faulted. It 
has been held that a parent 
who deliberately removes a 
child from contact with the 
other parent, where the 
child•s welfare does not 
make such action neces-
sary or reasonable, will gen-
erally be regarded as hav-
ing acted contrary to the 
child•s welfare. The conceal-
ment of the minor•s where-
abouts is also a relevant 
consideration and weighs 
against the mother in the 
present case. 
 
[48] As it stands, the par-
ents have joint custody of 
the minor with the father 
having the sole right to 
determine the child•s resi-
dence. The father has 
expressed, without prompt-
ing any action, his intention 
to request the withdrawal of 
both German and the 
European warrants of 
arrest. A report from the 
Hanover court states that 
the warrants will only be 
withdrawn if the father 
returns with the minor to 
Germany. The Hanover 
Public Prosecutor•s Office in 
Germany is prepared to 
apply to the competent 
court to lift the national and 
international arrest warrants 
against the first respondent 
and to remove the related 
search measures once it is 
officially notified that the 
alleged child abduction has 
ended and that the minor 
has returned to Germany. 
Such notif ication wil l  be 
made when the father 
returns to Germany with the 
child and reports to a police 
station. It is also evidence 
that the father has applied 

(Continue on page 15)

Attorney-at law Nazim Burke … was involved in the 
case
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Recent incidents of tuber-
culosis (TB) patients leav-
ing the Isolation Unit of the 
General Hospital, without 
authorisation and re-enter-
ing and mingling with the 
general population, raise 
serious concerns about 
public health protection, 
says the Democratic 
People•s Movement 
(DPM). 
 The incidents also draw 
attention to issues of 
patient safety and security, 
said Olvine Holas, DPM•s 
spokesperson on health-
care matters. 
 •Grenadians deserve to 
know how individuals 
reportedly being treated in 
isolation were able to 
leave the hospital and, 
more importantly, what 
immediate steps are being 
taken to ensure it does not 
happen again,Ž said Holas, 
who also is a DPM candi-
date in the upcoming gen-
eral election. 
 Holas is the standard-
bearer for The Movement 
in St Andrew North West 
held by Minister of Sports 
and Mental Health, Delma 
Thomas. 
 In the latest incident on 
Monday, patients Dwight 
Ross and Kendell Barry 
left the hospital •after forc-
ing open a secured, iron 
gate and exiting through 
the rear of the compound••, 
Health Minister Phil ip 
Telesford said in a state-
ment. 
 But, according to Holas, 
what happened on 
Monday •represents a seri-
ous breakdown in the 

DPM speaks on issue of TB patients escape from hospital 

Olvine Holas the DPM spokesman on healthcare 
safeguards that should 
protect patients, health-
care workers and the 
wider public••. 
 Ross and Barry have 
been apprehended and 
returned to medical super-
vision and treatment of 
their TB. 
 DPM, in a statement, said 
it recognises the •difficult 
and demanding work•• per-
formed daily by doctors, 
nurses and other health-

care professionals.  
 •We are concerned that 
these professionals must 
be supported by systems 
and security arrangements 
capable of protecting 
them, their patients, and 
the wider community,•• the 
statement said.  
 Grenadians deserve clear 
answers about how inci-
dents, such as those 
involving Ross and Barry, 
are occurring and what 

measures are being imple-
mented to prevent a recur-
rence, said Holas. 
 •This is not about creating 
fear or stigmatising 
patients. It is about 
accountability, prepared-
ness, and maintaining 
public confidence in our 
health system,Ž he 
explained.  
 •The DPM views this mat-
ter primarily as an issue of 
public health protection, 
patient safety and securi-
ty.Ž 
 The DPM is demanding 
that several steps be 

taken and is calling on the 
Ministry of Health and the 
relevant hospital authori-
ties to urgently: 
 
·  Conduct a thorough 
review of security and iso-
lation protocols at the 
General Hospital; 
 
· Determine how patients 
requiring isolation have 
reportedly been able to 
leave restricted areas; 
 
· Strengthen procedures 
for supervising and secur-
ing isolation areas, while 

respecting the rights and 
dignity of patients; 
 
· Ensure adequate coordi-
nation among medical per-
sonnel, hospital security 
and other relevant authori-
ties; 
 
·  Assess whether any 
members of the public 
may have been exposed 
and take appropriate pub-
lic health measures where 
necessary; and 
 
·  Provide the public with 
timely, factual information 

about the situation and the 
measures being taken to 
prevent further incidents. 
 
•The DPM will continue to 
monitor developments,•• 
Holas stressed. 
  •We call for transparency 
from the relevant authori-
ties regarding the circum-
stances surrounding these 
TB incidents and the mea-
sures being taken to 
strengthen security and 
public health safeguards 
at the General Hospital,•• 
he said.  

The Grenada Food and 
Nutrition Council (GFNC) 
has officially launched its 
Enhancing Self- 
Monitoring and Nutrition 
Awareness for Hypertension 
Management Programme, 
a new initiative aimed at 
equipping individuals with 
the knowledge, skills, and 
tools needed to better 
manage their blood pres-
sure and adopt healthier 
lifestyles. 
 Funded by the Pump It 
Up! Initiative of Grenada 
Cooperative Bank Ltd., the 
programme reflects 
GFNC•s ongoing commit-
ment to nutrition education 
and the management of 
non-communicable dis-
eases. 
 Many individuals face 
challenges accessing 
blood pressure monitoring 
equipment. As a result, 
upon completion of the 
programme, participants 
will receive validated blood 
pressure monitors, a col-
lection of healthy recipes, 
and logbooks to record 
their readings at home. 
Participants wil l  also 
receive ongoing follow-up 
and support to help sus-
tain posit ive l i festyle 
changes. 
 Hypertension or high 
blood pressure remains a 

major health challenge in 
Grenada. To address this, 
the programme combines 
nutrition education, cook-
ing demonstrations, 
lifestyle modification, and 
blood pressure self-moni-
toring.  
 Many individuals face 
challenges accessing 
blood pressure monitoring 
equipment. As a result, 
upon completion of the 
programme, participants 
will receive validated blood 
pressure monitors, a col-
lection of healthy recipes 
and logbooks to track their 
readings at home.  
 These resources wil l 
enable them to take a 
more active role in manag-
ing their health. 
Participants wil l  also 
receive ongoing follow up 
and support to help them 
sustain positive lifestyle 
changes. 
 The four-week pro-
gramme includes practical 
sessions on reducing sodi-
um intake, increasing fruit 
and vegetable consump-
tion, managing portion 
sizes, and understanding 
nutrition labels. The first 
session was successfully 
completed in St. Patrick, 
with upcoming sessions 
scheduled for Petite 
Martinique, St. Mark, and 

St. John. 
 
Supporting the HEARTS 

Approach  
The programme supports 
two of the six components 
of the HEARTS technical 
package: 
 
€ H (Healthy-lifestyle coun-
selling) 
 
€ S (Systems for monitor-
ing) 
 
Through these compo-
nents, participants are 
encouraged to make 
informed decisions about 
their diet, physical activity, 
and lifestyle behaviours, 
while also gaining practical 
tools to regularly track 
their blood pressure. 
 GFNC extends its grati-
tude to Grenada 
Cooperative Bank Ld., 
through its Pump it Up! 
Initiative and encourages 
all Grenadians to •know 
your numbers, understand 
your food choices, adopt 
healthy habits, and take 
charge of your health.Ž 
 To learn more about the 
GFNC, visit: 
https://gfnc.gov.gd/about-
us/ and follow us on social 
media: https://linktr.ee/473GFNC

GFNC Launches Hypertension 
Management Programme to 

Empower Communities
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Canada is placing greater 
emphasis on document 
accuracy, identity verifica-
tion and the credibility of 
travel plans as Caribbean 
nationals navigate the 
country•s visa system in 
2026. 
 The five Caribbean coun-
tries attracting particular 
attention are Dominica, 
Antigua and Barbuda, 
Grenada, Saint Lucia, and 
Saint Kitts and Nevis. 
 Canadian immigration 
authorities are now placing 
increased emphasis on 
whether applications con-
tain complete information, 
authentic supporting docu-
ments and a clear expla-
nation of the applicant•s 
reason for travelling. 
 However, there is an 
important distinction: 
Canada has not 
announced a new visa ban 
or a country-specific verifi-
cation regime targeting 
these five countries. 
Rather, the changes 
reflect a broader strength-
ening of immigration 
screening and identity 

Canada tightens visa verification for Dominica 
and four other Caribbean nations

checks that also affects 
applicants from many 
other countries. 
 Canada•s official entry 
requirements currently list 
Dominica and Grenada as 
visa-required countries, 
while Antigua and 
Barbuda, Saint Lucia and 
Saint Kitts and Nevis are 
also in the visa-required 

category, but some nation-
als can qualify for an elec-
tronic travel authorization 
(eTA) if they meet specific 
conditions. 
 The focus for Dominica, 
and the other Caribbean 
countries, is increasingly 
on ensuring that informa-
tion supplied to Canadian 
immigration authorit ies 

can be verified. 
 A report by Travel And 
Tour World said Canada•s 
approach is centred on 
•application precision, 
transparency and stronger 
verif ication standards,Ž 
including scrutiny of per-
sonal details, supporting 
documents, financial infor-
mation and stated travel 

intentions. 
 The publication said mis-
takes, missing information 
or inconsistencies 
between documents could 
lead to additional ques-
tions or delays. 
 For visa applicants from 
Dominica, this means par-
ticular attention should be 
paid to ensuring that pass-
port information, employ-
ment details, financial doc-
uments, travel history and 
other supporting informa-
tion are consistent 
throughout the application. 
 Canada•s official immigra-
tion website confirms that 
Dominican citizens cur-
rently need a valid visitor 
visa and passport to visit 
or transit through Canada. 
 Dominica is therefore in a 
different posit ion from 
Caribbean countries such 
as Barbados and The 
Bahamas, whose citizens 
generally do not require a 
visitor visa for air travel to 
Canada and instead use 
the eTA system. 
 For Dominicans, the 
Canadian government 

says that in most cases 
fingerprints and a photo-
graph must be provided 
after a visitor-visa applica-
tion is submitted. 
 
The five countries identi-
fied in the recent reporting 
are all members of the 
Caribbean•s citizenship-
by-investment community. 
 
The countries have been 
facing increased interna-
tional scrutiny over citizen-
ship-by-investment pro-
grammes and the 
verification of applicants 
who obtain passports 
through investment. 
 
For Dominicans planning 
to travel to Canada, the 
practical message is 
straightforward: accuracy 
and consistency are 
increasingly important. 
 
Applicants should make 
sure that their applications 
clearly establish: the pur-
pose of the trip; their finan-
cial ability to fund the visit; 
their employment or other 
t ies to Dominica; their 
intended length of stay; 
their previous travel histo-
ry; their family and person-
al information; and their 
intention to leave Canada 
at the end of the autho-

rised stay. 
 
Canadian immigration 
guidance says applicants 
must convince an immi-
gration officer that they 
have ties, such as a job, 
home, financial assets, or 
family, that will bring them 
back to their home coun-
try. Applicants must also 
demonstrate that they 
have enough money for 
their stay. 
 
For Dominicans, perhaps 
the most important point is 
that the stronger verifica-
tion measures should not 
be interpreted as a new 
Canadian visa ban on 
Dominica. 
 
Canada•s off icial rules 
continue to provide a path-
way for Dominican citizens 
to apply for visitor visas, 
and the government con-
tinues to process applica-
tions from Dominica. 
 
Canada•s immigration 
information identif ies 
Dominica•s applications 
with the Canadian High 
Commission in Port of 
Spain, Trinidad and 
Tobago, for applicants 
submitting documents by 
mail.
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The 2026…2027 school 
year in Grenada officially 
begins on Monday, August 
31, 2026. 
 As students head back to 
the classroom on that day 
to commence the 
Michaelmas term and the 
starting of a new school 
year, it is a perfect time to 
reflect on how much the 
daily experience of grow-
ing up has changed since 
the advent of the internet 
era. 
 The widespread adoption 
of the internet has com-
pletely reshaped childhood 
in the region, shifting the 
ways kids learn, socialise, 
and play. It has fundamen-
tally transformed child-
hood, reshaping how kids 
learn and play compared 
to the pre-internet era.  
 In the pre-internet era, 
learning was localised, 
structured, and paced by 
physical resources. Today, 
it is immediate, vast, and 
highly individualised. 
Previously, students relied 
on physical encyclopedias, 
library card catalogs, and 
textbooks. 
 Today, search engines 
and digital databases pro-
vide instant access to 
global information. 
Education used to be 
heavily text-based and lec-
ture-driven. Modern stu-
dents use interactive apps, 
educational videos, and AI 
tutors for multi-sensory 
learning. 
 Homework was once an 
individual task or required 
physical meet-ups. Digital 
platforms now allow stu-
dents to collaborate in 
real-time from different 
locations. Memorisation 
and physical research 
skills were highly valued in 
the past. Current educa-
tion emphasises data fil-
tering and critical thinking.  
 In Grenada and the wider 
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g 
Caribbean, education has 
shifted from tradit ional 
textbooks to interactive 
digital platforms, bridging 
geographical barriers, and 
creating new avenues for 
global youth culture. 
 However, this rapid digiti-
sation has also introduced 
signif icant challenges, 
expanding the regional 
digital divide and present-
ing new risks to adoles-
cent mental health. 
 Initiatives like the OECS 
Digital Education 
Capacity-Strengthening 
Initiative (DECI) and the 
Caribbean Digital 
Transformation Project 
(CARDTP) have outfitted 
schools with tablets, e-
books, and smart boards. 
 This shifts learning away 
from rigid memorisation to 
real-time interactive prob-
lem solving. Students 
across the region leverage 
social media and YouTube 

How the internet rewrote childhood in Grenada  
for secondary education. 
Many rely on peer-to-peer 
tutoring channels and eas-
i ly downloadable 
Caribbean Examinations 
Council (CXC) past 
papers. 
 For social connection and 
entertainment, children 
now use platforms l ike 
TikTok, Instagram, and 
WhatsApp daily. This has 
aligned regional youth 
style, music, and vernacu-
lar directly with internation-
al pop culture.  
 The availability of cheap 
mobile video editing tools 
allows children to become 
digital creators rather than 
just consumers. It opens 
paths for youth-led entre-
preneurship in music, 
media, and digital arts.  
 Pre-internet play relied 
heavily on physical exer-
tion and outdoor games. 
Modern play tends to be 
more sedentary, focused 
on screen interaction and 
fine motor skills. 
 While connectivity brings 
major opportunities, it also 
introduces acute psycho-
logical and structural 
strains. Prolonged screen 
exposure has triggered ris-
ing cases of youth anxiety, 
depression, and low self-
esteem linked to body 
image expectations. 
 Caribbean regional bod-
ies are actively building 
school awareness cam-
paigns, such as Grenada's 
Swipe Safe Youths & Kids 
initiative to protect children 
from increasing regional 
incidents of cyberbullying, 
online grooming, and iden-
tity theft.  
 The internet, smart-
phones, and gaming con-
soles have drastically 
reduced the amount of 
time children spend play-
ing outdoor games in 
Grenada and the wider 
Caribbean. This shift has 
altered traditional child-
hood social structures, 
replacing physical neigh-
bourhood play with virtual 
spaces. 
 Traditional Caribbean out-
door games like cricket-in-
the-road, marble hunt, 
rounders, hopscotch, and 
"ketch-up" are rarely seen 
today. Children now prefer 
to play digital versions of 
sports (l ike FIFA or 
NBA2K) or multiplayer bat-
tle royale games (like Free 
Fire and Fortnite) on their 
phones or tablets. 
 Neighbourhood children 
who previously bonded 
through spontaneous out-
door play now interact pri-
marily through WhatsApp 
groups and online gaming 
lobbies. Smartphones pro-
vide instant, high-
dopamine entertainment 
that requires far less phys-
ical effort than organised 
outdoor games. 
 The loss of daily outdoor 
play has directly con-
tributed to a sharp rise in 
regional childhood obesity 
and Type 2 diabetes, a 
major concern for 
Caribbean health min-
istries. Lack of active out-
door play has led to 
noticeable declines in 
physical stamina, gross 
motor skills, and agility 
among primary school 

children. 
 Outdoor games naturally 
taught Caribbean kids how 
to self-organise, negotiate 
rules, and settle disputes 
face-to-face. Virtual play 
often removes these 
organic conflict-resolution 
opportunities. 
 Because spontaneous 
street play is dying out, 
parents are relying more 
on structured, paid sports 
academies (l ike youth 
football and track clubs) to 
ensure their children get 
exercise.  
 Active Group Games such 
as Cricket-in-the-Road, 
which was a version of 
cricket played directly on 
neighbourhood streets 
with a tennis ball or a cork 
ball wrapped in electrical 
tape that replaced the 
leather ball, and a plastic 
crate, kerosene tin, or a 
drawing on a wall serving 
as the wicket, have disap-
peared. 
 So too is Rounders, a 
fast-paced precursor to 
baseball and softball. 
Players use a wooden bat 
or their bare hands to hit a 
tennis ball and sprint 
around a f ield marking 
bases, while the fielding 
team tries to "pelter" (hit) 
the runner with the ball to 
get them out. 
 Additionally, Ring Games 
such as •Brown Girl in the 
Ring" which was a rhyth-
mic, circular singing 
games heavily rooted in 
Afro-Caribbean heritage, 
with children holding 
hands in a circle, singing 
tradit ional folk songs, 
while a child in the center 
performed a dance or 
action that the next cho-
sen child must copy, no 
longer take place. 
 Outside games such as 
Hide and Seek in which 
one child hunted the oth-
ers, and the game trans-
forming into highly athletic 
chases across neighbour-
hood yards, scaling walls, 
and dodging through fruit 
trees, no longer take 
place. 
 Pitching Marbles, a game 
of high precision played in 
the dirt in which Children 
dug a small hole and used 
their thumbs to flick glass 
marbles, aiming to knock 
opponents' marbles out of 
a designated ring or win 
them through direct hits, 
has stopped. 
 Cricket in the Road was 
common in the past. The 
tight, hazardous bound-
aries required unique bat-
ting skills, as hitting the 
ball in the bush often 
meant the batsman was 
automatically out. 
 Hand-built kites construct-
ed by children using dried 
coconut frond veins (point-
ers) or bamboo sticks, tied 
together with sewing 
thread. The sail was made 
from discarded plastic 
shopping bags or colourful 
wax paper, balanced by a 
tai l  made of shredded 
cloth rags. 
 Alternatively, a Cocoa 
Riggy, a kite made from a 
single dry cocoa leaf 
rather than a green one, 
as the dry leaf provided 
better stiffness and dura-
bil i ty, was used. The 

edges and bottom of the 
leaf were carefully bent 
and folded to give the 
structure aerodynamic bal-
ance.  
 A small hole was pierced 
into the bottom of the leaf. 
A makeshift tai l ,  often 
made of l ightweight, 
shredded plastic pieces, is 
inserted to provide stability 
so it can catch the 
Caribbean breeze and fly.  
 Games using hand 
craved wooden tops 
wrapped tightly with a 
length of rough twine 
string were common. Kids 
launched the top with a 
sharp whipping motion, 
competing to see whose 
top spin the longest or 
attempting to break an 
opponent's spinning top in 
half. 
 Children build makeshift 
go-karts using discarded 
wooden grocery crates 
and old metal ball bear-
ings or lawn mower 
wheels. They race these 
non motorised carts down 
steep, paved roads steer-
ing with a simple piece of 
rope tied to the front axle.  
 Neither the era before the 
internet or the era after-
wards is objectively better; 
each offers a fundamental-

ly different way of living 
with distinct trade-offs. 
 The pre-internet era fea-
tured slower paces, deep-
er local community focus, 
and more physical pres-
ence, while the internet 
era provides instant global 
connectivity, immediate 
access to knowledge, and 
unmatched convenience 
at the cost of constant dis-
traction. 
 Before social media took 
over, days felt slower, and 
people experienced more 
routine downtime and nat-
ural boredom. 
Relationships relied heavi-
ly on face-to-face hang-
outs, phone calls, or physi-
cal mail, which felt more 
personal. 
 People had longer atten-
tion spans and experi-
enced the world with more 
surprise because informa-
tion was scarce. Finding 
facts required physical 
trips to libraries, and stay-
ing in touch with distant 
friends or family was slow 
and costly. 
 With the advent of the 
internet, all human knowl-
edge, maps, news, and 
services are available 
instantly in your hand. 
Communication across the 

world happens in seconds, 
making it easy to f ind 
niche communities.   
 Everyday tasks like shop-
ping, navigation, and 
working remotely are fast 
and eff icient. 
Nevertheless, persuasive 
connectivity can cause 
digital fatigue, shorter 
focus, and the stress of 
being constantly reach-
able. 
 Playing outside provides 
critical physical and social 
advantages that internet 
games cannot replicate. A 
healthy childhood ideally 
includes a balance of both, 
with a heavy emphasis on 
outdoor movement. 
 Running, jumping, and 
climbing build motor skills, 
muscle strength, and car-
diovascular health while 
reducing obesity risks. 
Exposure to sunlight, 
nature, and varied textures 
stimulates the brain and 
reduces the risk of near-
sightedness (myopia). 
 Children learn to negoti-
ate rules, resolve conflicts, 
and cooperate without 
adult or software media-
tion. Climbing trees or 
playing rough-and-tumble 
games teaches kids how 
to evaluate danger and 
build resilience. 
 However, many internet 
games many modern 
games improve spatial 

awareness, strategic think-
ing, problem-solving, and 
rapid decision-making. 
Early exposure to technol-
ogy helps children build 
the technical f luency 
required in the modern 
world.  
 Kids can socialise and 
teamwork with friends or 
peers globally, fostering a 
different type of communi-
ty. On the contrary, exces-
sive screen time can link 
directly to physical inactivi-
ty, disrupted sleep pat-
terns, and potential digital 
addiction. 
 In conclusion, children are 
generally better off with 
physical outdoor play as 
their primary form of enter-
tainment. It satisfies foun-
dational biological and 
developmental needs. 
Internet games are best 
used as a supplemental, 
time-limited tool for relax-
ation and cognitive exer-
cise. 
 
(Simeon Collins is a for-
mer Director of the 
Grenada Bureau of 
Standards and first Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) 
of the Caribbean 
Agricultural Health and 
Food Safety Agency 
(CAHFSA), a CARICOM 
Institution) 

By Simeon Collins
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The Investment Migration 
Agency (IMA) Grenada 
hosted its third annual 
Back-to-School Trivia 
Prize-Giving Ceremony, 
recognizing eight student 
winners from the primary 
school level through to 
university. 
  The initiative ran from 
July to August, testing par-
ticipants on local history, 
culture, national develop-
ment and IMA Grenada•s 
strategic programmes. 
Designed to keep students 
engaged during the school 
break while offering mean-
ingful support to families 
preparing for the new aca-
demic year, the competi-
t ion forms part of IMA 
Grenada•s continued com-
mitment to youth develop-
ment, education and com-
munity impact. 
  This year•s eight winners 
each received an EC$500 
gift voucher redeemable at 
stores offering essential 
school supplies.  
 One student also received 
the grand prize of a brand-
new Samsung tablet, 

IMA Grenada Celebrates Students at Third 
Annual Back-to-School Trivia Prize Giving

enabling practical support 
for research, assignments 
and learning beyond the 
classroom. 
  •The idea behind this ini-
t iative was simple but 
meaningful, we sought to 

keep students engaged 
during the summer in a 
way that was both educa-
tional and rewarding,Ž said 
Ms. Karl ine Purcell, 
Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer of IMA Grenada. 

•By encouraging students 
to research, think critically 
and learn more about 
Grenada•s history, culture 
and development, we are 
helping to nurture curiosity, 
confidence and national 

awareness. The prize 
vouchers also recognize 
the very real cost of 
preparing for a new school 
year and allows IMA 
Grenada to provide sup-
port that is both timely and 
useful to families.Ž 

  The Back-to-School 
Trivia initiative reflects IMA 
Grenada•s belief that 
investing in young people 
is investing in the country•s 
future.  
  IMA Grenada extends 
warm congratulations to all 

eight winners and 
expresses sincere appre-
ciation to the parents, 
guardians and participants 
who supported this year•s 
competition. 

Trivia Winners

The Ministry of Climate 
Resil ience, the 
Environment and 
Renewable Energy today 
hosted an orientation and 
collaborative planning ses-
sion with youth-focused 
organisations and relevant 
partners to support the con-
tinued expansion of the 
Youth in Action for Climate 
Change Adaptation School 
Awareness Campaign. 
 Launched in June 2025, 
the campaign engages stu-
dents from pre-primary 
through secondary school 
in age-appropriate activities 
designed to help them bet-
ter understand climate 
change, its impacts on 
Grenada, and the actions 
that individuals and com-
munities can take to adapt. 
 The orientation session, 
held at the Ministry of 
Infrastructure Development 
Conference Room at the 
Ministerial Complex, 
formed part of the Ministry•s 
efforts to build partnerships 
that can extend the reach 
of the campaign and 
strengthen the capacity of 
youth organisations to sup-
port climate change educa-
tion in schools and, eventu-
ally, through extracurricular 
and community-based 
activities. 
 The session opened with 
remarks from Permanent 
Secretary Ms. Peron 
Johnson, who emphasised 
the importance of partner-
ing with active youth organ-
isations to expand the 
reach of the campaign, 
strengthen engagement 
with young people, and 

support climate action in 
schools and communities. 
This was fol lowed by 
remarks from Mr. Clive 
Murray, Programme 
Specialist (DRR & Climate 
Change), UNICEF, who 
highlighted UNICEF•s con-
tribution to Grenada•s NAP 
process, particularly in sup-
porting the integration of 
child- sensitive considera-
tions. Dr. Roxanne 
Graham-Victor, National 
Climate Change Adaptation 
Officer, then provided an 
overview of Grenada•s 
Revised National 
Adaptation Plan (NAP) 
2025…2030 and its connec-
tion to the country•s wider 
development and climate 
resilience priorities 
 Participants represented 
the Caribbean Youth 
Environment Network 
(CYEN) Grenada, 
Caribbean Youth Climate 
Council (CYCC), Akata 
Farms, United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF), 
195in365 Be the Change, 
the T.A. Marryshow 
Community College 
Environmental Awareness 
Movement (T.E.A.M.), the 
St. George•s University 
Education Conservation 
Outreach (ECO) Club, and 
RCC Caribbean. They were 
introduced to the approach-
es currently being used 
under the school aware-
ness campaign, including 
interactive climate change 
presentations, storytelling 
with preschool-aged chil-
dren, the use of props and 
visual aids, the telling of 
Grenada•s •water historyŽ, 

creative writing and poetry, 
student enactments, cre-
ative poster-making with cli-
mate change messaging, 
and other participatory 
approaches designed to 
make climate change rele-
vant, understandable and 
engaging for different age 
groups. 
 The orientation also creat-
ed a space for participants 
to propose additional ideas 
for strengthening the cam-
paign and to discuss how 
their respective organisa-
tions could contribute to 
future school outreach 
activities. Participants were 
invited to identify the train-
ing, educational materials, 
resources and other forms 
of support that would be 
needed from the Ministry to 
facilitate their involvement. 
Through this collaborative 
approach, the Ministry aims 
to develop a wider network 
of individuals and organisa-
tions equipped to support 
climate change awareness 
and action among 
Grenada•s children and 
young people. 
The Youth in Action for 
Climate Change Adaptation 
Campaign supports imple-
mentation of Grenada•s 
Revised NAP by helping to 
translate national climate 
resil ience priorit ies into 
practical learning experi-
ences that encourage 
young people to under-
stand the challenges facing 
their communities and 
recognise the role they can 
play in building a more cli-
mate- resilient Grenada.

Ministry of Climate Resilience Engages Youth 
Organisations to Expand its Climate Change 
Awareness Programme in Grenada•s Schools

Deputy CEO Karline Purcell 
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The death of Professor Jason 
Arday at the age of 41 ought 
to occasion more than mourn-
ing. It ought to compel Britain, 
and perhaps all societies that 
imagine themselves to have 
transcended their racial histo-
ries, to undertake an uncom-
fortable examination of con-
science. (Associated Press, 
2026). 
 Arday's story was extraordi-
nary. In 2023, at 37, he 
became the youngest Black 
person appointed to a profes-
sorship at the University of 
Cambridge. Three years later, 
allegations concerning plagia-
rism, his academic record and 
elements of his biography 
became the subject of intense 
investigation and public con-
troversy.  
 Arday denied allegations of 
plagiarism, and an earlier 
investigation by Liverpool 
John Moores University did 
not uphold an allegation of 
academic misconduct con-
cerning his PhD, although 
subsequent questions led 
Cambridge to announce fur-
ther investigations. 
 Those questions were legiti-
mate matters for examination. 
Academic integrity matters. 
Truth matters. No scholar, 
Black or white, should be 
exempt from scrutiny. 
(University of Cambridge, 
2023; The Guardian, 2026). 
 But that is not the end of the 
moral inquiry. The more dis-
turbing question is one of pro-
portionality. 
 According to an analysis 
cited by the Associated Press, 
the mainstream British press 
produced 289 stories con-
cerning Arday in only 22 days, 
with almost two-thirds appear-
ing after his resignation. 
 Black Leaders in Higher 
Education UK subsequently 
argued that portions of the 
coverage had crossed the 
boundary between legitimate 
investigation and •personal 
ridicule and vilification,Ž and 
called for scrutiny of whether 
appropriate editorial stan-
dards had been observed. 
(Associated Press, 2026). 
 It would therefore be inaccu-
rate to say literally that every 
newspaper in Britain partici-
pated equally. They did not. 
Some reporting was inves-
tigative, some analytical, 
some sympathetic and some 
highly critical. But the sheer 
volume of attention is itself 
worthy of examination. 
(Associated Press, 2026). 
 At what point does scrutiny 
cease to illuminate and begin 
to consume? At what point 
does investigation become 
spectacle? And why does the 
ascent of a Black person into 
a position historically occu-
pied overwhelmingly by white 
people so often seem to invite 
a second examination - not 
merely of what that individual 
has accomplished, but of 
whether he or she ever 
deserved to be there at all? 

When Black Achievement becomes a trial
Dr Francis Amèdé  

When Achievement 
Becomes an Audition  

There is a peculiar burden 
that accompanies minority 
achievement in institutions 
where minorities remain con-
spicuously rare. 
 The successful person does 
not merely occupy the office. 
He becomes visible as the 
Black person occupying the 
office. 
 His accomplishments are no 
longer interpreted entirely as 
individual accomplishments. 
His appointment becomes 
evidence in somebody else's 
argument about diversity. His 
mistakes become evidence in 
somebody else's argument 
about merit. His biography 
becomes political property. 
 And suddenly he is no longer 
permitted the ordinary human 
privilege of being simply an 
individual. This matters enor-
mously in the case of British 
academia. 
 In the 2023…24 academic 
year, the United Kingdom had 
approximately 25,670 profes-
sors. Only about 250 were 
Black, less than one percent. 
HESA data also show that 
only 14 percent of professors 
whose ethnicity was known 
came from all ethnic-minority 
backgrounds combined. 
(Higher Education Statistics 
Agency [HESA], 2025). 
 In such an environment, the 
Black professor remains sta-
tistically unusual. 
 And unusual people become 
unusually visible. 
 This phenomenon has been 
studied in organizational 
research. The literature on 
tokenism and hypervisibility 
describes how people who 
are numerically rare within an 
institution can experience 
heightened visibility, perfor-
mance pressure and scrutiny.  
 Research involving faculty of 
color similarly describes the 
paradox of being simultane-
ously insufficiently recognized 
for one's scholarship and 
excessively visible when 
one's performance is ques-
tioned. (Settles, Buchanan, & 
Dotson, 2019). 
 This provides part of the 
answer to the question that 
the Arday tragedy forces upon 
us. When a Black person 
enters a space in which Black 
people have historically been 
absent, he may not be evalu-
ated merely as Professor X. 
 He may consciously or 
unconsciously be evaluated 
as evidence concerning 
whether people l ike him 
belong there. Research 
examining leadership percep-
tion has, in fact, demonstrated 
an implicit pro-White leader-
ship bias in which leadership 
roles and prototypical leader-
ship characteristics were 
more readily associated with 
White-majority individuals 
than with ethnic-minority indi-
viduals. (Gündemir et al., 
2014). 
 A white professor can fail as 
an individual. A Black profes-
sor may be made to fail repre-
sentatively. That distinction is 
devastating. 
 If a white academic commits 
misconduct, the natural con-
clusion is generally that an 
academic committed miscon-
duct. But when a prominent 
Black academic is accused of 
misconduct, the temptation 
arises in certain quarters to 

enlarge the accusation: per-
haps diversity itself is fraudu-
lent; perhaps standards were 
abandoned; perhaps Black 
advancement is artificial; per-
haps this individual proves 
something about an entire 
population. 
 That is not meritocracy. It is a 
collective indictment dis-
guised as individual scrutiny. 
 Cambridge's own Chancellor, 
Lord Smith, has articulated 
essentially the principle that 
should govern the matter: 
academic integrity must be 
protected and racism must be 
challenged. These are not 
competing obligations. 
Credible allegations should be 
investigated rigorously, while 
racialized treatment should 
also be confronted. (Smith, 
2026). 
 That is precisely the balance 
a civilized society should be 
capable of maintaining. 

 
Why Can Black Ascent 

Provoke Such Hostility?  
We should resist the intellec-
tually lazy conclusion that 
white people are naturally 
predisposed to racism. Such 
an assertion would merely 
reverse the biological essen-
tialism upon which racism 
itself was constructed. 
 The better explanation is his-
torical, psychological and 
institutional. For centuries, 
European societies construct-
ed racial hierarchies in which 
whiteness became associated 
with authority, intelligence, 
civilization, leadership and 
entitlement. 
 Those associations did not 
evaporate when discriminato-
ry statutes were repealed. 
Cultural assumptions can sur-
vive long after their original 
legal architecture disappears. 
Historical scholarship docu-
ments the development of 
supposedly scientific racial 
hierarchies and their use in 
legitimizing existing social and 
polit ical arrangements. 
(Sussman, 2014; Stein, 
2015). 
 Research on leadership per-
ception has found continuing 
associations between leader-
ship and whiteness, while 
research on Black leadership 
has examined how racial 
stereotypes can influence 
evaluations even after a per-
son has attained leadership 
status. (Gündemir et al., 
2014). 
 There is also the phenome-
non of status threat. Human 
beings do not always surren-
der inherited hierarchies 
gracefully. When a group has 
occupied disproportionate 
control of prestigious institu-
tions for generations, equality 
can psychologically feel to 
some members of that group 
like displacement. 
 The arrival of previously 
excluded people can there-
fore be interpreted not simply 
as another person's advance-
ment but as a challenge to an 
established social order. 
 Experimental research has 
demonstrated that perceived 
threats to dominant-group sta-
tus can influence racial atti-
tudes and other social and 
political responses among 
some White participants. 
(Craig & Richeson, 2014a, 
2014b). 
 This does not describe every 
white person. It does not 
require conscious hatred. And 

it certainly does not make 
racism an immutable charac-
teristic of whiteness. 
 It describes something more 
subtle and, perhaps for that 
reason, more durable: the 
human tendency to convert 
historical advantage into an 
expectation of normality. 
 When one group has occu-
pied the professor's chair, 
judge's bench, executive 
suite, newsroom, Parliament, 
pulpit or boardroom for gener-
ations, its presence eventually 
ceases to look racial at all. It 
simply looks normal. 
 The newcomer, however, 
remains marked. And 
because he is marked, he is 
noticed. Because he is 
noticed, he is scrutinized. 
Because he is scrutinised, his 
imperfections become dispro-
portionately visible. 
 And because his presence 
has already been politicised, 
those imperfections can then 
be recruited to challenge the 
legitimacy not merely of the 
individual, but of the very pro-
ject of inclusion. 
 This is how prejudice can 
survive among people who 
sincerely insist that they are 
not prejudiced. 
 

The Pseudoscience of 
Superiority 
There is another historical 
inheritance that must be con-
fronted directly. 
 Racial superiority was not 
sustained by prejudice alone. 
At various moments, suppos-
edly learned men attempted 
to give prejudice the authority 
of science. 
 Skulls were measured. 
Human beings were classified 
into imagined biological hier-
archies. Intelligence, charac-
ter and civilization were attrib-
uted to racial categories. 
Eugenics transformed preju-
dice into policy. Scientific ter-
minology gave ancient tribal 
arrogance the appearance of 
empirical legitimacy.  
 Historical records document 
the use of anthropometry, cra-
nial measurements, intelli-
gence testing and other 
ostensibly scientif ic tech-
niques to construct or rein-
force racial and social hierar-
chies. (Smithsonian 
Institution, n.d.; Stein, 2015; 
Sussman, 2014). 
 The authority of the laborato-
ry was used to decorate con-
clusions that societies were 
already predisposed to 
believe. 

 Modern genomics provides 
no scientific foundation for the 
proposition that pale skin con-
fers intellectual, moral or civi-
lizational superiority. 
 The National Human 
Genome Research Institute 
states that race is a social 
construct and warns that the 
historical belief that human 
populations constitute dis-
crete biological races helped 
justify scientific racism and 
eugenics.  
 It further notes that there is 
more genetic variation within 
self-identified racial groups 
than between them. 
 The National Academies con-
sequently recommends that 
scientists not use race as a 
proxy for human genetic vari-
ation and specifically cautions 
against assumptions of hierar-
chy among human popula-
tions. (National Human 
Genome Research Institute 
[NHGRI], 2026; National 
Academies of Sciences, 
Engineering, and Medicine 
[NASEM], 2023). 
 There is genetic ancestry. 
There is human biological 
variation. Certain genetic vari-
ants occur at different fre-
quencies in populations with 
different ancestral histories. 
None of that establishes a 
biological ladder upon which 
•white,Ž •Black,Ž •AsianŽ or 
any other socially constructed 

racial category occupies the 
summit. (NASEM, 2023; 
NHGRI, 2026). 
 Skin pigmentation is princi-
pally an adaptation associat-
ed with ancestral geography 
and ultraviolet exposure. It is 
not an index of intelligence, 
virtue, creativity, courage or 
human worth. (Jablonski & 
Chaplin, 2010). 
 Melanin is not a measure of 
merit. Pale skin is not a cre-
dential. The pseudoscientific 
construction of racial superior-
ity succeeded historically 
because it offered something 
psychologically attractive: a 
way for individuals to inherit 
significance without accom-
plishing anything themselves. 
  That temptation deserves 
closer examination. If I can 
persuade myself that the acci-
dent of my ancestry makes 
me superior, I have acquired 
status without discipline, dis-
tinction without achievement 
and pride without accomplish-
ment. 
 Racial supremacy is there-
fore not merely cruel. At its 
intellectual core, it is pro-
foundly impoverished. It asks 
a person to derive greatness 
not from what he has learned, 
created, sacrificed, discov-
ered or contributed, but from 
the pigmentation with which 
he happened to be born. 

(Continue on page 19)
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Hon. Adrian Thomas 
Minister of Tourism, 
Creative Economy and 
Culture 
Ministerial Complex, 
Botanical Gardens 
St. George's, Grenada 
minister@tcec.gov.gd  
 
Subject:  Full Support to 
Court Granting Interim 
Injunction Preserving Drill 
Yard, Fort George 
Precinct, Grenada and 
Proposal offering 
Technical Assistance & 
Site Preservation 
  
Dear Minister Thomas,  
 
On behalf of the 
International Scientif ic 
Committee on Fortifications 
and Military Heritage (ICO-

National Trust gets international support on Drill Yard issue

Dr. Milagros Flores Roman … will visit the island for a 
few days

The influential President of the International Scientific 
Committee of ICOMOS on Fortifications and Military 
Heritage Dr. Milagros Flores Roman is due in Grenada 
on Wednesday to give support to the Grenada National 
Trust (GNT) in its efforts to save the Drill Yard which is 
under threat of demolit ion from the state-owned 
National Insurance Scheme (NIS). 
 Dr Flores who is also the Secretary General of ICO-
FORT holds two powerful positions as both bodies 
serve in an advisory capacity to UNESCO on World 
Heritage Sites and Fortifications around the world. 
 She has already given support to the Injunction Order 
given to GNT by a high court judge to get NIS to stay its 

hands on the Demolition including a visit by Heritage 
experts to assess the situation. 
 The GNT has been meeting the expectations of the 
court with the arrival of three Heritage experts to do an 
assessment of the Drill Yard and a few other historical 
sites that would be presented to the ruling National 
Democratic Congress (NDC) government of Prime 
Minister Dickon Mitchell. 
  THE NEW TODAY has managed to obtain a letter sent 
by Dr. Floes to the island•s Minister of Culture, Creative 
Economy and Culture, Adrian •PersuaderŽ Thomas in 
which she offered assistance from her grouping on a 
roadmap to address the situation.

FORT), the scientific com-
mittee of ICOMOS, we 
extend our heartfelt con-
gratulations to the 
Government of Grenada for 
its ongoing commitment to 
the preservation and safe-
guarding of the military her-
itage embodied by Fort 
George and the related 
structures within its perime-
ter. Your dedication serves 
as a vital contribution to the 
protection of Grenada•s rich 
cultural and historical lega-
cy. 
  Simultaneously, we wish to 
express our strong support 
for the Grenada National 
Trust•s (GNT) efforts to 
seek a provisional injunc-
tion from the High Court 
aimed at halting the irre-
versible demolitions cur-

rently taking place at Dry 
Yard. 
 The significance of this site 
cannot be overstated, given 
its profound historical con-
nections - from its integral 
relationship with Fort 
George and the West Indies 
Complex to its role in 
Grenada•s early judicial, 
penitentiary, military, and 
archaeological history. 
 It is imperative that any 
interventions at Dry Yard 
are subject to thorough 
preservation and engineer-
ing assessments to ensure 
that its invaluable heritage 
is not lost. 
 Preserving this site by 
pending a thorough evalua-
tion is critical, for which we 
request the immediate 
Suspension of Demolition. 
We request an immediate 
pause on all clearing, struc-
tural modifications, or 
demolition orders currently 
active for the property to 
allow time for comprehen-
sive assessment.  
To support a viable long-
term solution, ICOFORT 
formally proposes the fol-
lowing support and techni-
cal commitments: 
 
(1).      Technical 
Assistance & Expert 
Guidance on Preservation 
Engineering and Site 
Review. Our team of ICO-
FORT is prepared to 
deploy a technical assis-
tance team to conduct an 
on-site evaluation.  
  The objective of this visit 
will be to: 
 
€ Assess current structural 
integrity and safety condi-
tions. 
 
€ Identify viable preserva-
tion, rehabilitation, or adap-
tive reuse alternatives. 
 
€ Develop a cost-effective 
roadmap for long-term site 
planning. 
 
€ Provides with expert•s 
guidance on heritage-
review protocols, and sal-
vage planning tailored to 
endangered fort precincts 
and historic urban land-

scapes. 
 
€ Comparative Case 
Studies. Provide relevant 
precedents and technical 
frameworks from similar his-
toric military, prison, and 
urban heritage sites facing 
demolition threats to assist 
in strengthening the long-
term legal and technical 
case in demonstration that 
safety concerns can be fully 
resolved without demolition.  

 
2. Support for Site 
Security & Liability 

Mitigation  
€ We fully endorse the inter-
im measures permitted 
under the High Court Order 
- including temporary fenc-
ing, barricading, warning 
signage, access restric-
tions, and the securing of 
loose materials. 
 
€ We support the effort to 
establish a government-led 
interim solution that 
addresses immediate public 
safety and removes interim 
liability concerns from the 
National Insurance Board 
without resorting to perma-
nent structure destruction. 
 
3. Support with dissemina-
tion of the project. We 
recognise the enormous 

effort involved in financing 
this initiative; therefore, we 
are committed to supporting 
it by disseminating the call 
to action through our net-
works in support of the 
technical, documentation, 
and rescue phases. 
 
ICOFORT stands ready to 
collaborate with the 
Grenada National Trust and 
local stakeholders to estab-
lish a precedent for heritage 
protection in Grenada. 
Please let us know how we 
can best coordinate our 
technical contributions.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Milagros Flores-Román, 
PhD.  
President ICOFORT 
International Scientific 
Committee on 
Fortifications and Military 
Heritage (ICOFORT) a sci-
entific committee of ICO-
MOS International Council 
on Monuments and Sites  
PO Box 20,000 PMB-399 
Canóvanas, Puerto Rico 
(USA)  00729 
Tel./WhatsApp +1 787 414 
1916 

Email: 
MilagrosFloresIcofort@gma

il.com 
https://icofort.icomos.org  

Sen. Adrian Thomas … holds the position of Minister 
of Tourism, Creative Economy and Culture 

The visiting delegation from The National Trust who flew in to visit the 
Drill Yard 
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*��From page 15  
for sole custody for the 
minor. 
 
[49] The House of Lords at 
paragraph 40 of Re J (A 
Child) stated: 
•The effect of the decision 
upon the child's primary 
carer must also be relevant, 
although again not decisive. 
A child who is cared for by 
nannies or sent away to 
boarding school may move 
between households, and 
indeed countries, much 
more readily than a child 
who has always looked to 
one parent for his everyday 
needs, for warmth, for food, 
clean clothing, getting to 
school, help with homework 
and the like. The courts are 
understandably reluctant to 
allow a primary carer to 
profit from her own wrong 
by refusing to return with 
her child if the child is 
ordered to return. It wil l 
often be entirely reasonable 
to expect that a mother who 
took the risk of uprooting the 
child will return with him 
once it is ordered that he 
should go home. But it will 
sometimes be necessary to 
consider whether it is 
indeed reasonable to expect 
her to return, the sincerity of 
her declared refusal to do 
so, and what is to happen to 
the children if she does not.Ž 
 
[50] The Court notes the 
ongoing proceedings in the 
United States. In those pro-
ceedings, the father filed an 
ex parte motion under the 
Hague Convention seeking 
injunctive relief, a warrant 
for physical custody of the 
Minor, a temporary restrain-
ing order, and an order 
requiring the mother and 
child to remain in the 
Southern District of Florida 
pending determination of 
the matter. The evidence 
also indicates that the father 
has since filed an applica-
tion for sole custody in 
Germany. 
 
[51] The Court accepts that, 
by commencing Hague 
Convention proceedings in 
the United States District 
Court for the Southern 
District of Florida, the sec-

ond respondent submitted 
to that Court•s jurisdiction. 
Those proceedings remain 
pending. The German Court 
has confirmed the father•s 
right to determine the 
minor•s place of residence, 
although custody remains 
joint. The Court also notes 
that the present predica-
ment arose from the first 
respondent•s f lagrant 
breach of court orders, 
which has placed the Minor 
in a precarious position and 
led to her being concealed 
from her father. The Court 
accepts that these circum-
stances have had, and may 
continue to have, a psycho-
logical effect on the Minor. 
 
[52] The Court accepts the 
evidence that the f irst 
respondent was outside the 
jurisdiction when the action 
was filed. The Court notes 
the order dated 21st 
November 2025, which 
directed service by email 
and at her last known 
address, as well as efforts 
to contact her by telephone 
to advise her of the sched-
uled hearing in December 
2025. The matter was 
adjourned to facilitate ser-
vice on the first respondent. 
 
[53] After proof of service 
was established, a warrant 
was issued for civil con-
tempt. The evidence indi-
cates that an application 
has since been filed to lift 
the warrant, so that the first 
respondent may return to 
the United States to purge 
her contempt and defend 
the pending proceedings. 
 
[54] The evidence also 
shows that the mother has 
provided the Minor•s contin-
uous day-to-day care. The 
authorities make clear that, 
while the welfare of the child 
is the paramount considera-
tion, the Court must assess 
that welfare in light of all the 
circumstances. Having 
regard to the Minor•s age, 
her gender, her lifelong care 
by her mother, and the sub-
stantial bond between them, 
the Court is not satisfied 
that it is presently in the 
Minor•s best interests to be 
returned to Germany. The 

Court also takes into 
account the father•s pending 
application for sole custody 
in Germany and the out-
standing warrants of arrest. 
If those warrants were exe-
cuted upon the mother•s 
arrival in Europe, the mother 
could be removed from the 
minor•s life, causing further 
emotional distress to the 
child. Accordingly, the court 
is of the view that taking 
everything into considera-
tion, it is in the best interest 
of the Minor for the mother 
to take the Minor back to the 
USA for the continuation of 
the pending hearing in 
South Florida and so orders. 
 
[55] For all the above rea-
sons it is ordered and direct-
ed as follows: 
 
1. Application by the CPA for 
the care order is granted as 
prayed. 
2. The first respondent shall 
surrender all travel docu-
ments for herself and the 
Minor to the CPA, which will 
assist the first respondent to 
make immediate arrange-
ments to travel to the USA 
with the Minor for the contin-
uation of the proceedings in 
South Florida. 
3. The CPA with the assis-
tance of the Hon. Solicitor 
General•s Chambers shall 
assist in making all the nec-
essary arrangements 
through the US consulate, if 
necessary. 
4. Leave is granted for the 
US legal counsel for the 
parties to accompany their 
respective client or to make 
any necessary arrangement 
to facilitate the first respon-
dent•s and Minor•s security 
clearance and safe entry on 
arrival in the USA. 
5. The Minor shall remain in 
foster care until all the travel 
arrangements have been 
concluded. 
6.The CPA shall make 
immediate arrangements for 
the minor, and the Solicitor 
General shall contact the 
respective consulates to 
obtain advice on the proper 
procedure for addressing 
the issues arising from the 
application filed by the CPA 
and the travel arrange-
ments. 

The Case of the Abducted Child!!!

By KizzyAnn Abraham  
 
Another rainy season is 
here and many 
Grenadians are under-
standably watching the 
skies with a sense of 
unease. For some, the 
sound of heavy rainfall no 
longer signals comfort or 
renewal. It evokes memo-
ries of submerged roads, 
stranded vehicles, dam-
aged homes, and, most 
painfully, the tragic loss of 
life during the devastating 
floods of November 2024.  
 One life lost is one too 
many, and that tragedy 
should continue to compel 
us to ask difficult questions 
about the future we are 
building.  
 Climate change is 

undoubtedly increasing 
the intensity of extreme 
weather events. That 
much is clear. But while 
we cannot control the rain, 
we can influence how pre-
pared our communities 
and infrastructure are to 
withstand it. 
 The Woburn Clarke's 
Court Bay Marine 
Protected Area offers an 
important lens through 
which to examine this 
challenge. Too often, con-
versations about environ-
mental degradation focus 
on a single polluter or a 
single development. The 
reality is far more com-
plex. 
 Ecosystems are trans-
formed gradually through 
the cumulative effect of 

many decisions, such as 
land-use changes, 
drainage alterations, 
waste management prac-
tices, coastal develop-
ment, and planning 
approvals that may seem 
reasonable in isolation but 
have far-reaching conse-
quences when considered 
together. 
 Recently, I had the oppor-
tunity to speak with the 
General Manager of 
Grenada Distillers Ltd., an 
institution that has operat-
ed in the area for genera-
tions. Rather than speak-
ing solely about industry, 
he reflected on the 
remarkable transformation 
of the surrounding land-
scape over the decades. 
 He expressed concern 

about the pace of industri-
alisation and commercial 
expansion and questioned 
whether sufficient dialogue 
had taken place among all 
those who have a stake in 
the future of the area. 
 His perspective was strik-
ing. Businesses are often 
viewed only as developers 
or employers. Yet long-
established businesses 
are also witnesses to his-
tory. They observe envi-
ronmental change over 
decades. They remember 
where water once flowed 
naturally, how landscapes 
have evolved, and how 
neighbouring communities 
have changed. That insti-
tutional memory is valu-
able, but only if we are 
willing to listen. 

 The same is true of resi-
dents who have l ived 
through repeated flooding. 
Fisherfolks who witness 
changes in water quality 
every day. Environmental 
practitioners who under-
stand the ecological signif-
icance of mangroves and 
seagrass beds. Engineers, 
planners, emergency 
responders, and local gov-
ernment officials each hold 
a piece of the puzzle. 
 Sustainable development 
demands that we assem-
ble those pieces before 
decisions are made and 
not after disaster strikes. 
 Stakeholder engagement 
is often misunderstood as 
a procedural exercise: a 
meeting, a notice, or a 
period for public com-
ments. In reality, it is one 
of the most powerful tools 
available for reducing 
environmental, economic, 
and social risk. 
 Meaningful engagement 
asks questions that no sin-
gle institution can answer 
alone. How wil l  a pro-
posed development affect 
drainage patterns? What 
cumulative impacts will 
mult iple developments 
have on surrounding com-
munities? How might 
changes to the landscape 
influence flooding, water 
quality, or the health of a 
protected marine ecosys-
tem? Are there local expe-
riences or historical obser-
vations that should shape 

the decision? 
 These are not questions 
intended to halt develop-
ment. They are questions 
designed to improve it. 
 The Woburn Clarke's 
Court Bay Marine 
Protected Area is more 
than a protected boundary 
on a map. It supports 
livelihoods, fisheries, bio-
diversity, recreation, 
tourism, and the natural 
heritage of Grenada. 
 Protecting it is not solely 
the responsibility of gov-
ernment or environmental 
organisations. It requires 
partnership between the 
public sector, private sec-
tor, civil society, scientists, 
and the communities that 
call the area home. 
 This is why Grenada Land 
Actors continues to advo-
cate for stronger environ-
mental governance. 
Consistency in environ-
mental governance is not 
simply about enforcing 
regulations equally. 
 It is about consistently 
applying the principles of 
transparency, accountabili-
ty, evidence-based plan-
ning, and meaningful 
stakeholder engagement 
before irreversible deci-
sions are made. 
 As we prepare for rainy 
seasons each year, per-
haps our greatest respon-
sibility is not simply clear-
ing drains or monitoring 
weather forecasts. It is 
learning from the past. 

 The woman who lost her 
life during the 2024 floods 
should not be remem-
bered only as a casualty of 
extreme weather. Her 
passing should remind us 
that resilience is built long 
before the rain begins. It is 
built through thoughtful 
planning, integrated land-
use management, effec-
tive waste management, 
resilient infrastructure, and 
the courage to ensure that 
every voice with knowl-
edge to contribute has a 
seat at the table. 
 The sea receives every-
thing that happens on 
land. Every planning 
approval, every drainage 
decision, every improperly 
managed waste stream, 
and every missed opportu-
nity for dialogue eventually 
finds its way downstream. 
 If we truly wish to build a 
safer, more resil ient 
Grenada, stakeholder 
engagement cannot 
remain an administrative 
requirement. It must 
become the foundation of 
sustainable development 
because when the rains 
come each year, it will be 
already too late to ask the 
questions we should have 
asked before the f irst 
shovel breaks ground. 
 
(KizzyAnn Abraham is 
associated with the 
Grenada Land Actors 
grouping)  

Why community voices are important, 
why they should be heard!  

 
[56] The court wishes to 
thank the off ice of the 
Solicitor General and coun-
sel for their submissions and 
assistance in this matter. 
 

Agnes Actie 
High Court Judge 

By the Court  
Registrar
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GRENADA has offi cially 
estab lished an Hon or ary 
Con su late in Manila, mark -
ing a sig ni fic ant devel op -
ment that deep ens the dip -
lo matic rela tions between 
the two island nations. 
 The open ing of the post 
presents a major mile -
stone fol low ing the 
appoint ment of prom in ent 
busi ness and civic leader 
Cath er ine Tiu-Tan as Hon -
or ary Con sul and the for-
mal estab lish ment of the 
bilat eral rela tions between 
the Phil ip pines and Gren -
ada last year. 
 Former For eign Affairs 
Sec ret ary Enrique Man alo 
form al ized the coun try•s 
dip lo matic ties with Gren -
ada by sign ing a Joint 
Com mu nique with Gren -
ada Min is ter for For eign 
Affairs, Trade and Export 
Joseph Andall at the side -
l ines of the Coun cil for 
For eign and Com munity 
Rela tions meet ing of the 
Carib bean Com munity 
(CARICOM) in Saint Kitts 
and Nevis on 8 May 2025. 
 With that, the Phil ip pines 
now has estab lished dip lo -
matic ties with all 14 mem -
ber states of the CARI-
COM. 
 Pres id ent Ferdin and 
•Bong bongŽ Mar cos Jr., 
through For eign Affairs 
Sec ret ary Theresa Laz aro, 
gran ted the exequatur per -
mit ting Tiu-Tan to form ally 
exer cise her con su lar 
func tions in the coun try. 
 The new Hon or ary Con -

Gren ada opens Hon or ary 
Con su late in Manila

Five years ago, as the 
world grappled with a 
deepening development 
deficit and widening North-
South disparit ies, 
President Xi Jinping pro-
posed the Global 
Development Init iative 
(GDI) at the General 
Debate of the 76th 
Session of the United 
Nations General 
Assembly. GDI is a con-
crete roadmap for reori-
enting the international 
community toward the 
core mission of develop-
ment. 
 As we mark its f i f th 

Five Years of the Global Development Initiative: 
A Milestone for Shared Progress 

By Ambassador Yang Shu anniversary, the GDI has 
evolved from a Chinese 
proposal into a global 
asset, which has gal-
vanised action, fostered 
solidarity, and delivered 
tangible benefits to people 
across the Global South, 
including small island 
developing states l ike 
Grenada. 
 Over the past five years, 
the GDI has demonstrated 
remarkable traction. Its 
philosophy - centered on 
development-first, people-
centered approaches, 
inclusive growth, and inno-
vation-driven progress - 
has resonated with over 
130 countries and interna-
tional organisations that 
have expressed support 
and participated in its 
cooperation frameworks. 
 Nearly 100 countries and 
regional bodies have 
signed cooperation docu-
ments under the GDI 
umbrella. This broad 
endorsement reflects a 
growing consensus that 
development must remain 
at the heart of the interna-
tional agenda, especially 

as we work collectively to 
advance the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable 
Development. 
 The Group of Friends of 
the GDI, now comprising 
88 member states, has 
become a key platform for 
policy dialogue and joint 
action. The UN's GDI Task 
Force has engaged more 
than 20 development 
agencies, while over 30 
cooperation mechanisms 
and platforms have been 
launched to bolster the 
autonomous development 
capacity of Global South 
countries. 
 Crucially, the GDI has 
moved beyond dialogue 
into delivery: with over 23 
bil l ion US dollars 
mobilised through funds 
such as the China-UN 
Peace and Development 
Fund and the Global 
Development and South-
South Cooperation Fund, 
more than 1,800 projects 
have been implemented, 
training over 200,000 pro-
fessionals in various fields.  
 Over the last 5 years, the 
GDI has brought tangible 

benefits to ordinary people 
in more than 120 coun-
tries. Across continents 
and communities, from 
rural farming villages to 
urban centers, the ripple 
effects of these projects 
are visible in improved 
food security, better 
healthcare access, and 
strengthened resilience 
against natural disasters. 
 For Grenada, the GDI 
offers a practical frame-
work that aligns with the 
nation's development pri-
orities. 
 Grenada faces unique 
challenges inherent to its 
size and geography, 
including vulnerability to 
climate change and hurri-
canes, high energy costs, 
limited economic diversifi-
cation, and constraints in 
infrastructure and human 
capital. These are precise-
ly the areas where China-
Grenada cooperation, 
under the broader umbrel-
la of the GDI, has been 
steadily advancing. 
 In the agricultural sector, 
Agricultural Technical 
Cooperation has delivered 

tangible benefits to local 
farmers. Through learning 
cultivation techniques from 
Chinese agricultural 
experts, Grenadian farm-
ers have increased their 
productivity and income, 
contributing to rural liveli-
hoods and national food 
security. 
 In infrastructure develop-
ment, the reconstruction 
and expansion of the 
Kirani James Athletic 
Stadium and the National 
Cricket Stadium have 
transformed these facili-
ties into premier venues 
for regional and interna-
tional events. 
 Additionally, the 1,000-
unit low-income housing 
project has provided com-
fortable homes for families 
in need, addressing the 
pressing demand for 
affordable housing. 
 In human resource devel-
opment, over 680 
Grenadians have partici-
pated in training programs 
in China so far this year, 
covering fields such as 
public health, agricultural 
science, disaster manage-
ment, and digital literacy. 
 Furthermore, table tennis 
technical cooperation is 
scheduled to commence, 
with Chinese coaches 
expected to arrive in 
Grenada to provide train-
ing and promote sports 
exchanges between the 

two countries. These 
diverse areas of coopera-
tion demonstrate the 
breadth and depth of the 
partnership, bringing tangi-
ble improvements to the 
daily lives of Grenadians. 
 As we look to the future, 
the challenges are evi-
dent. The implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development 
has seen serious delays, 
the North-South gap 
keeps widening, and the 
cause of global develop-
ment faces grave chal-
lenges. All of this confirms 
the pressing relevance of 
the GDI. 
 First, we must strengthen 
unity and create a peace-
ful environment for devel-
opment, upholding the 
UN-centered international 
system and the rule of law 
is foundational. Second, 
we must accelerate imple-
mentation of the 2030 
Agenda by placing devel-
opment at the center of 
international policy and 
increasing resource allo-
cation. 
 Third, we must embrace 
open innovation, especial-
ly in digital and AI, ensur-
ing that small states like 
Grenada are not left 
behind in the technological 
revolution. Fourth, we 
must practice true multilat-
eralism by reforming inter-
national financial institu-
t ions, honoring 
development assistance 
commitments, and ensur-
ing that the post-2030 
agenda reflects the priori-
ties of developing coun-

tries, including the unique 
vulnerabil i t ies of small 
island states. 
 Five years ago, the 
Global Development 
Init iative answered the 
question: •What kind of 
development does the 
world need?Ž  The answer 
lies in sustained coopera-
tion, shared responsibility, 
and an unwavering belief 
that development is not a 
zero-sum game but a 
common journey. 
 The GDI's five-year mile-
stone reaffirms that no 
country should be left 
behind. For Grenada, for 
the Caribbean region, and 
for all nations striving for a 
better future, this initiative 
offers not just hope but a 
practical roadmap, one 
that is already yielding 
results in agricultural pro-
ductivity, community infra-
structure, sports develop-
ment, affordable housing, 
and human capital. 
 As we move forward, let 
us translate more commit-
ments into concrete out-
comes, more dialogue into 
joint action, and more 
shared visions into shared 
prosperity. After all, in the 
pursuit of sustainable 
development, there are no 
bystanders, only partners 
united in the cause of 
building a community with 
a shared future for human-
ity. 
 
(H.E. Yang Shu is 
Ambassador of the 
People's Republic of 
China to Grenada)  

su late is loc ated on the 
12th f loor of The Boni 
Prime build ing at 20th 
Drive, McKin ley Busi ness 
Park in Bon ifa cio Global 
City, Taguig City. 
 Tiu-Tan said with the for-
mal open ing of the post, 
Gren ada will now have a 
phys ical foot print in the 
Phil ip pines that will foster 
stronger eco nomic, polit -
ical, cul tural, and even 
sports ties while serving 
as a ded ic ated gate way 
for con su lar mat ters and 
dip lo matic col lab or a tion in 
South east Asia. 
 •Des pite the geo graphic 
dis tance between South -
east Asia and the Carib -

bean, the Phil ip pines and 
Gren ada share identical 
vul ner ab il it ies, aspir a tions, 
and oppor tun it ies,Ž said 
TiuTan, who per son ally 
met Gren ada Prime Min is -
ter Dickon Mitchell in a 
high-level cour tesy call, 
demon strat ing that the 
Manila post is being 
recog nized at the highest 
level of the Gren adian 
gov ern ment. 
 •The open ing of this Hon -
or ary Con su late is a defin -
it ive step toward bring ing 
our people closer, advan -
cing stra tegic part ner -
ships, and trans lat ing our 
shared val ues into action -
able solu tions.Ž
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I have been an advocate 
of the Caribbean Court of 
Justice from its concep-
tion. In 2015, on the 
Court•s tenth anniversary, I 
described its creation as 
arguably the most signifi-
cant institutional achieve-
ment of the English-speak-
ing Caribbean since the 
Treaty of Chaguaramas. I 
have not changed that 
view. 
 I have also argued 
repeatedly that the CCJ is 
a people•s court. An 
appeal to the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy 
Council costs at least 
US$65,000 and is, there-
fore, beyond the reach of 
most Caribbean people. 
By contrast, the CCJ, with 

its travelling Bench, video 
links and electronic filing, 
provides access to justice 
for persons of little means 
as well as for governments 
and wealthy companies. 
 The Court was also delib-
erately protected from 
political control. Its judges, 
other than the President, 
are appointed by an inde-
pendent regional commis-
sion. The President is 
appointed by a three-quar-
ters majority of the 
Contracting Parties, but 
only on the recommenda-
tion of that Commission. 
The Court•s operations are 
financed through an inde-
pendently managed Trust 
Fund. 
 These are strong reasons 
for supporting the CCJ. 
But support for a regional 
institution cannot mean 
silence when serious 
questions arise about its 
administration. On the 
contrary, those who value 
the Court should be 
among the first to insist 
that such questions are 
answered properly. 
 The allegations now sur-
rounding the President of 

the Court, Justice Winston 
Anderson, are grave. 
Internal correspondence 
reported by the Trinidad 
Express newspaper shows 
that five of his six judicial 
colleagues raised con-
cerns about his leader-
ship. 
 The reported allegations 
include •dictatorialŽ admin-
istration, the manipulation 
of judicial panels and 
attempts to influence col-
leagues during delibera-
tions. 
 But allegations are not 
f indings. They do not 
become true because pri-
vate correspondence has 
been disclosed and pub-
lished. No independent 
body has found any of 
these allegations proved. 
Nor has anything pub-
lished established that the 
outcome of any case was 
improperly determined. 
 I have known Justice 
Anderson for many years 
as a dedicated Caribbean 
public servant, a distin-
guished legal scholar and 
a committed worker in the 
cause of Caribbean 
jurisprudence. That 

acquaintance does not put 
me in a position to decide 
disputed facts. 
 But it does allow me to 
say that his record of ser-
vice should not be swept 
aside, and his character 
should not be determined, 
by allegations that have 
not been independently 
examined. 
 Justice Anderson has now 
answered the allegations. 
He rejects unequivocally 
the claim that panels were 
constituted to influence the 
outcome of cases. He 
maintains that the selec-
tion of panels has always 
been an administrative 
responsibil i ty of the 
President and that he 
exercised it only for the 
orderly and impartial con-
duct of the Court•s work. 
 He has not claimed that 
every decision he made 
was beyond criticism. He 
accepts that he may have 
dealt too strongly with the 
question of judicial attire. 
He also acknowledges 
that his intervention in 
Guyana•s long-standing 
failure to appoint substan-
tively a Chancellor and 

Facts, Due Process and Fairness: The CCJ•s Test
Chief Justice would have 
been better confined to 
public commentary, as his 
predecessors had done. 
His account deserves the 
same consideration as the 
allegations against him. 
 On 19 August, the Court 
announced that all judges 
will now sit on all panels 
unless a judge is formally 
excused for a legitimate 
reason. This change 
greatly reduces the scope 
for any President to 
choose which judges will 
hear a case. 
 That was a sensible deci-
sion. It was not an admis-
sion that panels had previ-
ously been manipulated. 
Equally, it does not estab-
l ish that the previous 
authority was never mis-
used. That question 
remains unanswered. 
 The difficulty is that no 
one appears able to say 
with confidence who has 
the lawful authority to 
answer it. 
 The Regional Judicial and 
Legal Services 
Commission has said that 
the concerns should be 
addressed through the 
established internal 
processes of the Court 
and the Commission and 
through a •transparent and 
independent reviewŽ. It 
later clarified that it had 
not said that it had ordered 
such a review. 
 Senior Counsel Ralph 
Ramkarran of Guyana has 
argued that the 
Commission has no 
authority to investigate the 
President. The 
Commission•s disciplinary 
power expressly applies to 
judges other than the 
President. 
 Article IX of the 
Agreement establishing 
the Court provides a 
process where removal of 
a President may be under 
consideration. If at least 
three Heads of 
Government jointly repre-
sent that the question of 
removal ought to be inves-
tigated, a tribunal must be 
established to inquire into 
the matter and advise 
whether the President 
ought to be removed. 
 But that is a process 
directed towards possible 
removal from office. The 
Agreement does not set 
out, with equal clarity, who 
may conduct an indepen-
dent examination of seri-
ous allegations against the 
President where removal 
is not yet being consid-
ered. 
 That is not a small proce-
dural point. An investiga-
tion by a body without 
authority would resolve 
nothing. Its findings would 
themselves be challenged. 
Yet the absence of any 
credible inquiry would 

leave the allegations 
hanging over Justice 
Anderson and the Court 
indefinitely. Neither result 
would be fair to him, to the 
judges who raised the 
concerns, or to the 
Caribbean public. 
 In this respect, the consti-
tution of the Court is unfin-
ished. It provides a mech-
anism for removing a 
President, but not a clear 
and undisputed procedure 
for examining complaints 
against the holder of that 
office before the question 
of removal arises. 
 There is also the separate 
question of how the corre-
spondence reached the 
press. The Organisation of 
Eastern Caribbean States 
Bar Association and the 
Organisation of 
Commonwealth Caribbean 
Bar Associations were 
right to call for both the 
allegations and the disclo-
sure to be investigated, 
and for the Court•s infor-
mation systems to be 
examined urgently. 
 Confidentiality in judicial 
deliberations is essential. 
Judges must be able to 
exchange views, test argu-
ments and reconsider 
positions without fearing 
that unfinished opinions 
will appear in a newspa-
per. 
 The disclosure of such 
material has harmed the 
Court. But an investigation 
of the disclosure cannot 
be used to avoid an exam-
ination of the allegations. 
Both matters require atten-
tion. 
 Judicial independence 
does not mean that the 
administration of justice is 
beyond question. 
Independence protects 
judges and their decisions 
from political pressure and 
other improper influence. It 
does not excuse miscon-
duct, i f  misconduct is 
proved, and it does not 
remove the need for 
accountability. 
 The Heads of Caribbean 
Judiciaries put the matter 
plainly when they said that 
the Court•s authority •rests 
upon public confidence in 
the independence, impar-
tiality, integrity and compe-
tence of its judgesŽ. That 
confidence cannot simply 
be demanded. It has to be 
maintained. 
 The Dialogue between 
CARICOM Heads of 
Government and Heads of 
Judiciary in Montego Bay 
in July 2025 showed that 
the executive and judicial 
branches can engage 
each other while respect-
ing judicial independence, 
the separation of powers 
and the constitutional role 
of each branch. 
 That Dialogue was not 
concerned with judicial 

discipline. But it demon-
strated that properly struc-
tured engagement 
between the branches is 
not an attack on judicial 
independence. 
 Some of the eight CARI-
COM states that still retain 
the Privy Council may 
regard the present contro-
versy as proof that they 
were right not to embrace 
the CCJ fully. That would 
be the wrong conclusion. 
 No court, whether in 
London, Washington, 
Strasbourg or Port of 
Spain, is free from internal 
disagreement. The ques-
tion is how an institution 
responds when disagree-
ment becomes serious 
and public. 
 Within days of the allega-
tions being published, 
Justice Anderson issued a 
detailed reply. Within ten 
days, the Court changed 
the way judicial panels are 
constituted. These were 
necessary steps, but they 
were first steps only. They 
do not replace the need 
for an independent and 
lawful process to establish 
the facts. 
 The answer to a weak-
ness in the governance of 
the CCJ is not continued 
dependence on the Privy 
Council. It is to correct the 
weakness. A distant court 
is not more accountable to 
Caribbean people simply 
because it is distant. 
 What is now required is a 
process whose authority 
cannot reasonably be dis-
puted, which treats Justice 
Anderson and his judicial 
colleagues fair ly and 
which establishes what 
occurred. The Contracting 
Parties must also close 
the gap in the Agreement 
so that, if a similar situa-
tion arises again, there will 
be no argument about who 
is authorised to act. 
 The Caribbean did not 
create the CCJ because 
we believed that its judges 
would never disagree or 
that i ts administration 
would never falter. We cre-
ated it because we 
believed that Caribbean 
people were capable of 
administering justice at the 
highest level. 
 That belief now requires 
us to deal with this contro-
versy honestly, lawfully 
and fairly. The Court will 
not be weakened by doing 
so. It will be strengthened. 
 
(Sir Ronald Sanders is 
Antigua and Barbuda•s 
Ambassador to the 
United States and the 
Organization of 
American States. He is 
also the Chancellor of 
the University of 
Guyana. The views 
expressed are entirely 
his own.)
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On 18 and 19 August 
2026, the UNESCO 
Office for the Caribbean 
in collaboration with the 
Government of Grenada 
convened the SIM 
Caribbean Media and 
Information Literacy and 
Media Stakeholders 
Engagement Workshop.  
 
The two-day hybrid work-
shop marked the final 
activity of the Small Island 
Developing States 
Inclusive Init iative on 
Media and Information 
Literacy in the Caribbean 
(SIM Caribbean), funded 
through UNESCO•s 
Multidonor Programme for 
the Freedom of 
Expression and Safety of 
Journalists. 
 The workshop brought 
together media stakehold-
ers from government, 
academia, the private sec-
tor and civi l  society to 
strengthen awareness, 
knowledge and competen-
cies in Media and 
Information Literacy (MIL) 
and promote greater col-
laboration to foster 
informed societies. 
 The opening ceremony 
featured remarks from 
Kisha Gellineau, Secretary 
General of the Grenada 
National Commission for 
UNESCO, and from key 
national and United 

Nations representatives, 
including ason Phil l ip, 
Director of the Grenada 
Government Information 
Service. 
 Calistria Farrier, President 
of the Media Workers 
Association of Grenada; 
and Feona Sandy, UN 
Country Coordinator for 
Grenada with the UN 
Resident Coordinator 
Office for Barbados and 
the Eastern Caribbean, 
also took the floor along-
side Carylyn McQuilkin, 
Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of National 
Security, Home Affairs, 
Public Administration, 
Information and Disaster 
Management of Grenada, 
and Eric Falt, Regional 
Director and 
Representative of the 
UNESCO Office for the 
Caribbean. 
 •All media stakeholders 
have a critical role to play 
in educating the public. 
The strengthening of 
media worker •s digital 
media and information lit-
eracy competencies is an 
accomplishment that all of 
society stands to benefit 
from. 
Eric Falt, Regional 
Director and 
Representative of the 
UNESCO Office for the 
Caribbean 
The workshop was hosted 

UNESCO and Grenada Bring Caribbean Media Stakeholders 
Together to Advance Media and Information Literacy

by the Government of 
Grenada with online partic-
ipation from 39 media 
stakeholders in Aruba, The 
Bahamas, Bonaire, 
Curacao, Dominica, 
Grenada, Jamaica, St. 
Eustatius, Sint Maarten, 
St. Kitts and Nevis, St. 
Lucia, Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines and 
Trinidad and Tobago.   
 Day one focused on jour-
nalism ethics and stan-
dards, the ethics of AI, 
MIL, media and multi-
stakeholder engagement 
and the digital transforma-
tion of the Grenada 

Government Information 
Service. 
 Day two served to spot-
light how media impacts 
society at the sectoral 
level, with a focus on the 
relationship and influence 
of media and MIL in legal 
affairs, health, mental 
health, culture and the 
economy. Issues such as 

digital inclusion and gen-
der equality were also 
addressed. 
 The SIM Caribbean Media 
and Information Literacy 
and Media Stakeholders 
Engagement Workshop 
gathered a diverse group 
of national and regional 
experts. It was led by 
Grenadian experts from 

the Government 
Information Service 
Grenada, the Media 
Workers Association of 
Grenada, CIPO Grenada, 
the Grenada National 
Council for the Disabled, 
the Grenada Cultural 
Foundation, and the 
Ministry of Social and 
Community Development, 

Housing and Gender 
Affairs, alongside repre-
sentatives from the 
UNESCO Office for the 
Caribbean, the Media 
Institute of the Caribbean, 
the World Intellectual 
Property Organization 
(WIPO), the Pan American 
Health Organization 
(PAHO), and members of 
the Grenada UN Youth 
Advisory Group (UN YAG) 
for Barbados and the 
Eastern Caribbean. 
 The workshop provided a 
platform for stakeholders 
to exchange perspectives, 
strengthen their under-
standing of MIL, and 
explore practical 
approaches to addressing 
the evolving information 
landscape in the 
Caribbean, including the 
challenges and opportuni-
ties presented by digital 
technologies and emerg-
ing forms of media. 
 This initiative underscores 
UNESCO•s continued 
commitment to advancing 
media and information lit-
eracy across the 
Caribbean as an essential 
foundation for freedom of 
expression, access to reli-
able information, and 
meaningful participation in 
democratic life. 
 

Digicel today announced that 
a major expansion of its end-
to-end fiber network is under-
way across Grenada, bringing 
its fibre services within reach 
of close to 15,000 additional 
homes. Once complete, the 
rollout will extend Digicel's 
fibre footprint to nearly 67% of 
homes across Grenada. 
 Supported by a Digicel 
investment of EC$4.7 million, 
the phased rollout will signifi-
cantly expand Digicel's fibre 
footprint across Grenada. 
Work began in March 2026 
and is expected to conclude 
by February 2027, with ser-
vice activated in phases as 
construction is completed. 
 The expansion will enable 
more families and businesses 
to access high-speed home 
internet, IPTV, and bundled 
services over Digicel's end-to-

end fiber network. The 
increased capacity will sup-
port online learning, remote 
work, digital services, enter-
tainment, and day-to-day 
business operations, while 
bringing more reliable connec-
tivity to communities that have 
historically had few broad-
band options. 
  •Reliable, high-speed con-
nectivity should be within 
reach of more communities 
across Grenada,Ž said Joel 
Wallace, CEO of Digicel 
Grenada. •This investment will 
bring Digicel fibre deeper into 
communities across the coun-
try and service almost 15,000 
addit ional homes. Weare 
proud to be giving more fami-
lies and businesses the tools 
they need to learn, work, 
access services, and partici-
pate in the digital economy.Ž 

 The rollout spans communi-
ties across Saint David, Saint 
Andrews, and Saint George, 
including Grand Bras, 
Telescope, Grenvil le, St. 
David, Westerhall, and 
Providence. Service will be 
activated in phases, allowing 
customers to access Digicel's 
fiber services as construction 
in each area is completed. 
  The investment is part of 
Digicel's broader commitment 
to strengthening digital infra-
structure and broadening 
access to reliable connectivity 
across the Caribbean. By 
extending modern fiber net-
works to more households 
and businesses, Digicel is 
helping build the connectivity 
foundation needed for eco-
nomic participation, educa-
tion, and long-term growth.

Digicel Expands Full-Fibre 
Network to Reach Nearly 67% of 

Homes Across Grenada

Digicel crews install fiber infrastructure as part of the company•s ongoing net-
work expansion. Photo credit: Digicel Group.

SIM Caribbean Media and Information Literacy and Media Stakeholders Engagement Workshop in progress
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Cattle farmers in St. 
Vincent and the 
Grenadines have begun a 
national mobilisation to 
resist a proposed ban on 
the exportation of cattle to 
Grenada by the 
Government St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines is cur-
rently the largest exporter 
of livestock in the OECS. 
 This process started 
almost a decade ago 
when a Grenadian butcher 
who goes by the name of 
•JudeŽ or •CattlemanŽ 
entered into an agreement 
with local cattle farmers to 
buy animals for export to 
Grenada.  
 Over the last 10 years, 
hundreds of farmers have 
increased their production 
to participate in the export 
trade and to satisfy local 
demand. 
 The ULP Administration 
embarked on several pro-
jects to increase cattle 
production, including 
expanding the artif icial 
insemination programme. 
 The policy was to 
increase production to lev-
els where both national 
food security needs and 
regional exports could cre-
ate a solid income for cat-
tle farmers. 
 The last time that cattle 
farmers experienced such 
great opportunities was 
under the St. Vincent 
Labour Party Government 
of former Prime Minister 

Milton Cato, which estab-
lished the Diamond Dairy. 
Today, under an NDP 
administration, instead of 
a push being advanced to 
satisfy the market and put 
more money in the pock-
ets of our cattle farmers 
and an excellent price for 
our consumers, the policy 
ship of the NDP in the 
Ministry of Agriculture has 
run aground. 
 Firstly, no government in 
2026 can dictate to any 
individual who they can 
and cannot sell to. Any 
attempt to do that, once 
tested by the farmers and 
they are denied, wil l 
become a court matter. 
We do not have laws stop-
ping lawyers from taking 
certain cases; the govern-
ment is not stopping doc-
tors from seeing certain 
patients. 
 How on earth can they 
stop, or even think that it is 
legitimate to stop, cattle 
farmers from securing a 
market of their choice? 
Our butchers continue to 
play a very important role 
in our economy.  
 However, it is undeniable 
that there are local butch-
ers who would sell their 
cattle for export at a higher 
price and try to get cattle 
cheaper locally for slaugh-
tering. It was more than a 
joke to l isten to the 
Minister of Agriculture say 
on the radio that the gov-

ernment is considering 
ending live animal exports 
to Grenada. 
 The Minister needs to be 
advised by his technical 
staff that opening an abat-
toir in SVG does not give 
the country an overseas 
market. Buyers can get 
slaughtered cattle cheaper 
from Brazil, New Zealand, 
and Argentina, shipped 
into Grenada. SVG only 
has an advantage in live 
animal export for two rea-
sons: one, there is an 
appetite in Grenada for 
freshly slaughtered beef; 
and two, SVG is just a few 
hours• sail ing from 
Grenada. 
 Over the coming weeks, 
cattle farmers will be mobi-
lized to ensure that our 
rights are protected. We 
wil l  contact the OECS 
Secretariat because the 
Minister is speaking as if 
he needs to be reminded 
that there is an OECS sin-
gle market and economy. 
Let us hope that while we 
are debating here in SVG 
about a draconian plan by 
the government, that some 
other country does not 
begin to grab our market 
share, placing SVG in the 
negative. 
 If this line of vision from 
the Government is allowed 
to persist, the cattle farm-
ers of SVG will perish!

SVG farmers unite to resist 
cattle export ban

Hon. Israel R. Bruce- Minister for Agriculture

By Cecila Melville  
 
Since becoming an inde-
pendent country in 1962, 
the Government of 
Trinidad and Tobago has 
embraced international 
principles and rules gov-
erning national sovereign-
ty, peace and security, 
humanitarian principles 
and justice. 
 Trinidad and Tobago is a 
member of the United 
Nations and a signatory to 
the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) and many 
international conventions. 
In the most difficult times, 
the Government has stood 
in solidarity with other UN 
members to assert the 
right of countries to self-
determination. 
 Most notably in December 
1972, Eric Wil l iams of 
Trinidad and Tobago, Errol 
Barrow of Barbados, 
Michael Manley of 
Jamaica and Forbes 
Burnham of Guyana 
signed an agreement 
which established diplo-
matic relations with Cuba 

thereby circumventing the 
embargo that the United 
States (US) had imposed 
on Cuba. 
 This heroic and historic 
action was taken under 
the shadow of a cold war 
and deteriorating relations 
between US and Cuba. 
For decades, CARICOM 
countries, including 
Trinidad and Tobago, have 
benefited significantly from 
the engagement with 
Cuba, which has become 
an important development 
partner especially with its 
support to the region•s 
health sector and its 
immediate response to 
natural disasters. 
 Recently the US has 
upended the relationship 
with Cuba by forcing 
CARICOM countries to 
end the engagement of 
Cuban doctors and the 
training opportunit ies, 
which were provided to the 
region•s citizens.  
 Another indictment of the 
Government of Trinidad 
and Tobago is that it has 
aligned itself with US• for-

eign policy including the 
effort to dismantle the ICC. 
In this action, our govern-
ment has shown itself to 
be morally bankrupt. 
 Lest we forget ANR 
Robinson, the former 
Prime Minister and 
President of Trinidad and 
Tobago, has been credited 
internationally as the main 
architect of the ICC, which 
was established in 2002 to 
hold countries and their 
leaders accountable for 
crimes against humanity 
including war crimes, 
genocide and extra-judicial 
killings.  
 Yet today, the UNC-led 
government has chosen to 
eschew the principles and 
international conventions 
to which the country is a 
signatory and which pro-
mote peace, security, non-
intervention and the pro-
tection of human rights. In 
other words, Trinidad and 
Tobago is now a rogue 
state.  
 
 On 18th August the US 
escalated its attacks on 

the ICC by imposing sanc-
tions on the ICC President 
Tomoko Akane and a 
senior tr ial lawyer, 
Abdoulaye Seye. This 
action has been loudly 
condemned by the ICC, 
the UN and the EU. The 
ICC has stated that it is a 
flagrant attack on ICC offi-
cials. 
 The US action is analo-
gous to the school bully 
threatening the school 
administration for calling 
out his bullying and hold-
ing him accountable. 
These direct attempts to 
dismantle the ICC are a 
very dangerous precedent 
as they will remove any 
check and balance on 
leaders who engage in 
humanitarian crimes. 
 The US has supported 
Israel•s genocide in Gaza 
and the West Bank, 
imposed an oil blockade 
on Cuba in addition to the 
decades old embargo, 
assassinated the political 
leadership in Iran while 
they were engaged in 
negotiations and 
launched, with Israel, an 
unprovoked war on Iran 
which has killed thousands 
of civi l ians including 
school girls. 
 The US has also bombed 
critical civilian infrastruc-

ture in Iran and supported 
Israel in its attacks on 
Lebanon and the illegal 
seizure of land.  
 The US, which emerged 
as the champion of the 
international rules-based 
order is seeking to destroy 
the very system which has 
guaranteed world peace 
and the protection of 
human rights. 
 Trinidad and Tobago gov-
ernment has maintained 
its silence even as the US 
escalates its attack on the 
ICC. The US has called on 
countries that partner with 
American law enforcement 
and the US mil i tary or 
enjoy the benefit of the US 
security umbrella, to reject 

the ICC•s purported 
authority to prosecute 
American officials and ser-
vicemen and to uphold the 
sanctions against the ICC 
officials. 
 While the UNC-led admin-
istration may be complicit 
in the US strikes against 
small vessels in the 
Caribbean and the Pacific, 
it is instructive that the US• 
focus is on shielding 
American leaders and ser-
vicemen from being held 
accountable for war 
crimes and not its allies. 
 The US efforts to disman-
tle the ICC should be 
resisted and strongly con-
demned by all stakehold-
ers … government, busi-

ness, labour, civil society 
and the public.  
 All cit izens should put 
pressure on their leaders 
to compel their govern-
ments to honour the inter-
national conventions 
which set out rules to pro-
mote world peace and 
security. 
 Without an international 
framework to regulate the 
conduct of leaders and to 
protect human rights we 
can expect a descent into 
chaos, lawlessness and 
an increase in crimes 
against humanity as the 
more powerful countries 
continue to exploit the 
more vulnerable countries. 
 All of us are at risk! 

US Dismantling of the ICC … 
A Threat to All
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Short-term only.  
Fully furnished 2-bedroom Apt 

at Springs , St. George . 
Comes with all the amenities 

… just bring your clothes & 
come. 

Call: 420-2442 or 407-4401 
for details  

******** 
Affordable apartment in 
Barbados near to U.S 
Embassy and Airport. 

Call: 246-234-3679 or 
 246-259-9187 

******** 
Bougainvillea Apts  

Self-contained apts centrally 
located in Grand Anse by 
shopping centers, banks, 
beach,transportation, fully 
equipped for self-catering with 
full kitchen, veranda, cable 
TV, internet. Ideal for 
long/short term lets. On SGU 
hospital bus routes. 

www.grenada- 
bougainvillea.com or  

bougainvillea473@gmail.com
Call:444-4930 

******** 
3 bedroom furnished house 
located in La Mode St. 
George's 

Contact 534-9575/ 410-
2612/406-9914 

******** 
1 Bedroom Full Furnished 
Apartment at Mt.Paranssus 

Contact: 533-1800 

2735 Acres 
119.136.6 sqft @ 6.00 per sqft 
in Myann Constantine, st 
George  

Call: 423 5288 
 

14371sq ft of land located at 
main road Mt Jaloux st 
George .  
$7.50 US per square feet 

WhatsApp number 
1 868 741 5674 

FOR RENT

Call: 1 (473) 435-9363

email: newtoday.gnd@gmail.com
website: www.thenewtodaygrenada.com

Follow us on our Facebook Page:
The New Today GrenadaCLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

$1,200.00

FOR SALE  

 
Batteries for a solar project. 

 
Rated at 12v 200ah. 

 
Batteries are in very good condition and can be used 
by persons interested in building their own solar sys-

tem for home use. 
 

Tele: 449-7504

JOB VACANCY

Shop Attendants needed for retail outlet in the parish 
of St. David.

Must have: Basic numeracy and literacy skills, good 
communicator, previous experience in retail would 

be an asset

Must be willing to sell alcohol and Lotto

Kindly send application to: 
azsolutions100@outlook.com

Deadline: Friday 25th September, 2026

FOR SALE
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No bombs or bullets fall on 
Cuba, yet what is being 
carried out against my 
people qualifies as geno-
cide. What could possibly 
justify the cruelty of a 
superpower like the United 
States against a small 
island in the Caribbean? 
 We are speaking of col-
lective punishment inflict-
ed on more than nine mil-
l ion Cubans through a 
reinforced economic 
blockade that has driven 
suffering to extreme lev-
els, practically incompati-
ble with the basic needs of 
modern life. 
 This policy of strangula-
tion also includes an ener-
gy siege that prevents fuel 
from reaching the Island. 

What is being committed against Cuba today is genocide
By Yadirys Echenique Paz An executive order signed 

in January 2026 threatens 
sanctions against any 
country that attempts to 
supply Cuba, and the 
result has been devastat-
ing: in seven months, only 
one vessel managed to 
deliver fuel. 
 The coercion extends 
beyond Cuban borders, 
forcing other States to par-
ticipate in collective pun-
ishment that violates fun-
damental principles of 
international law. 
 The consequences are 
tangible. The national 
power system has lost 
around 1,400 megawatts 
per day, intensifying black-
outs and disrupting water 
pumping, agricultural pro-
duction, and industry. 
 Tourism, the engine of 
fresh income, has been 
paralysed by the lack of 
aviation fuel and by pres-
sure against hotel compa-
nies operating in Cuba. 
Daily life suffers in every 
detail: ruined harvests, 
factories shut down, 
households left without 
light or water. 
 The health system, a 
source of national pride, is 
under constant threat. A 

power outage during 
surgery or in an intensive 
care unit can mean the dif-
ference between life and 
death. Added to this is the 
delay of thousands of con-
tainers with medical sup-
plies and food held in 

international ports due to 
pressure on shipping com-
panies.  
 The persecution of Cuban 
medical cooperation, 
based on falsehoods, 
seeks to cut off a vital 
source of funding and 

worsens the shortage of 
essential resources. 
 The offensive is not limit-
ed to energy. A new exec-
utive order issued on May 
1, 2026 threatens sec-
ondary sanctions against 
individuals and foreign 
companies that maintain 
commercial t ies with 
Cuba. This is a systematic 
attempt to disconnect the 
Cuban economy from the 
rest of the world, imposing 
isolation that directly 
harms the population.  
 Meanwhile, those respon-
sible deny their crimes 
with impunity, though they 
fai l  to convince even 
members of their own 
Congress, some of whom 
have spoken out against 
the blockade. 

 The accumulated cost of 
the blockade exceeds 150 
bil l ion dollars, a f igure 
reflected in every black-
out, every lost harvest, 
every threatened surgical 
procedure. Experts from 
the UN Human Rights 
Council have warned that 
these measures aim to 
establish a �silent Gaza� in 
the Caribbean, provoking 
simultaneous failures in 
energy, transport, and 
basic services that dispro-
portionately affect the 
most vulnerable.  
 �Deliberately depriving a 
people of the means to 
survive is an assault on 
the right to life and human 
dignity,� they stressed. 
The message is clear: 
what is being carried out 

against Cuba is economic 
genocide, a crime the 
international community 
cannot tolerate. 
 It does not take bombs or 
bullets to destroy a peo-
ple: it is enough to deny 
them what is essential to 
live. To defend Cuba today 
is to defend the right of 
nations to exist free from 
coercion and violence. It 
means raising our voices 
against a policy that pun-
ishes millions of human 
beings and seeks to bend 
the sovereignty of a coun-
try through hunger and 
darkness. 
 
(Yadirys Echenique Paz 
is the resident 
Ambassador of Cuba to 
Grenada) 

Grenada needs a funda-
mental shift in its approach 
to the rising cost of living 
that is impacting the 
nation�s people, according 
to DPM Leader and MP 
Peter David. 
 He warned that temporary 
relief measures cannot 
substitute for long-term 
solutions developed with 
stakeholder involvement, 
such as representatives of 
government and the oppo-
sition coming together �to 
discuss these issues��. 
 The long-terms measures 
must lead to a reduction in 
household expenses and 
strengthen the country�s 
productive capacity, David 
commented in a recent 
interview. 
 The Democratic People�s 
Movement, he said, does 
not oppose government�s 
efforts to provide immedi-
ate assistance to families. 
 However, David stressed 
that the measures must be 
viewed as short-term relief, 
rather than a comprehen-
sive response to the under-
lying economic challenges. 
 �We are not slamming the 
government for giving 
these measures,� David 
said. �What the govern-

ment is indicating is that 
they recognise this as a 
problem of affordability.� 
 The government�s 2026 
�Cost of Living Assistance 
Programme�� includes tem-
porary measures such as 
VAT-free shopping days, 
expanded electricity sup-
port and other initiatives.  
 The programme, the gov-
ernment claims, is expect-
ed to benefit more than 
38,000 households, with 
the overall package esti-
mated at approximately 
EC$18 million. 
 But, David argued that 
Grenadians need solutions 
that continue delivering 
benefits after the tempo-
rary measures expire. 
 �The question is, did the 
government, first of all, not 
see this coming? It�s not an 
issue that has just come 
upon the government,� he 
said. 
 For his part, DPM Deputy 
Political Leader, Arley Gill, 
raised questions about 
what he described as the 
government�s delayed 
response to the affordabili-
ty problem facing 
Grenadians. 
 �The government was very 
slow � extremely slow,�� 

said Gill, adding that the 
cost-of-living issue goes 
beyond an election cam-
paign and directly affects 
the survival and wellbeing 
of families. 
 The DPM is proposing 
greater investment in local 
agriculture and food pro-
duction, renewable energy, 
cheaper medication, fish 
processing and stronger 
domestic industries as part 
of a longer-term economic 
response. 
 David said Grenadians 
must ask a fundamental 
question: �How can we 
feed our people?� 
 MP David also called for 
greater consultation 
between government, the 
opposition, businesses, 
labour and other stake-
holders to develop sustain-
able solutions. 
 �We need to come togeth-
er to discuss these issues,� 
David said. �We cannot 
continue along the path 
where the government is 
doing something and the 
people we represent come 
to us with issues, and we 
have no mechanism 
through which we can have 
these discussions.� 

DPM: Cost-of-Living Relief Must 
Go Beyond Temporary Measures

DPM Political Leader Peter David and his second-in-command Arley Gill
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SYDNEY - The 13th of 
August marked the 100th 
birthday of Cuba•s revolu-
tionary leader Fidel 
Alejandro Castro Ruz … in 
short Fidel Castro. Amidst 
an intensified US siege 
and the threat of invasion, 
Cubans commemorated 
their dear leader•s cente-
nary birth anniversary with 
events that included an 
International Book Fair, art 
exhibitions, concerts and 
gatherings of delegates 
from left-wing organisa-
tions across the continent. 
 Cuba has withstood more 
than 6 decades of an ille-
gal US economic blockade 
… i.e., not authorised by 
the United Nations 
Security Council … since 
its revolution in 1959. It 
defeated the CIA-backed 
military invasion (the 1961 
Bay of Pigs invasion) by 
the Cubans who fled to the 
US after the Revolution. 
Castro survived CIA•s 638 
assassination attempts. 
Wayne Smith, a US diplo-
mat with a long experience 
in Cuba, believes Fidel 
Castro wil l  be remem-
bered because •he stood 
up to the United States 
and survivedŽ. When 
Castro died in 2016, the 
leading US news media 
CBS carried an opinion 
piece, entitled, •How Fidel 
Castro stood up to the 
U.S., and wonŽ. 
 The illegal blockade of 
Cuba contributes to short-
ages of food, medicine, 
fuel, and essential sup-
plies, increasing the cost 
of everyday l ife for the 
Cuban people. However, 
when Castro welcomed 
Pope John Paul II in 1998 
and let the pictures do the 
talking, the world saw 
Cuba surviving in spite of 
the US trade embargo. 
 

Castro•s legacy  
Castro•s legacy was best 
summarised by Ken 
Livingstone, former mayor 
of London. In 2006, during 
his visit to Cuba, 
Livingstone said, •What•s 
amazing here is you•ve got 
a country that•s suffered 
an illegal economic block-
ade by the United States 
for almost half a century 
and yet it•s been able to 
give its people the best 
standard of health care, 
brilliant educationƒ to do 
this in the teeth of an 
almost economic war is a 
tribute to Fidel CastroŽ. 
 Thus, Cuba attained high 
human development mea-
sured by the United 
Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP)•s 
Human Development 
Index (HDI). In compari-
son with the world average 
of 0.746 based on 185 
countries, Cuba•s HDI was 

Remembering Fidel Castro, a Hero of the World•s Oppressed People
By Anis Chowdhury 0.762 in 2023. In 1994, 

Cuba•s HDI reached 
0.887. Underlying the 
above global average HDI 
is a high adult literacy rate 
of nearly 100% and a high 
life expectancy of approxi-
mately 78.1 years at birth. 
 These are the results of 
free health care and free 
education for all, consid-
ered a right. Cuba has the 
highest ratio of doctors to 
patients in the world, at 9.8 
per 1,000 people (2021), 
which was 0.9 in 1960. Its 
infant mortality of 3.86 per 
1,000 live births is one of 
the lowest in the world. At 
the Will iam Soler 
Paediatric Hospital in 
Havana, more than 90% of 
the new-borns who need-
ed neonatal surgery sur-
vived their procedures. 
 Malaria, polio, tetanus, 
and measles have been 
eradicated in Cuba due to 
years of investment in pri-
mary care and assiduous 
attention to the popula-
tion•s health. Cuba•s long-
standing commitment to 
health has led to a suc-
cessful COVID-19 pan-
demic response. Cuba 
spends a larger proportion 
of its gross domestic prod-
uct on education than any 
other country in the world. 
 Unfortunately, the recent 
tightening of the unilateral 
i l legal blockade by the 
Trump administration is 
inflicting heavy costs and 
reversing Cuba•s unique 
development gains. 
 

A true internationalist  
Castro was a true interna-
tionalist leader of the pro-
letariat and stood by free-
dom fighters, especially in 
Africa. At a rally of approxi-
mately 1 million Cubans in 
1962, Fidel Castro pre-
sented the Second 
Declaration of Havana, a 
call to revolutionary action 
to anti- imperial ist and 
working-class f ighters 
internationally. Castro 
often reiterated, the Cuban 
people•s internationalist 
aid to liberation struggles 
was •paying our debt to 
humanity.Ž 
 Castro sent his first batch 
of mil i tary support to 
Algerian President Ben 
Bellah in 1963. Castro•s 
Cuba trained the revolu-
tionaries in Angola, 
Guinea-Bissau, Namibia, 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo and Cape Verde 
and fought with them 
against the colonial rule. 
Castro branded apartheid 
•a creation of Western 
capitalism and imperial-
ismŽ, and his Cuba helped 
bring down the system of 
apartheid in South Africa 
by providing resources 
and training to African 
National Congress (ANC) 
fighters. 
 Despite the hardship ille-
gally imposed on it by the 
US, Cuba always stood by 
the world•s oppressed and 
hapless people. In 1960, 
Cuba joined the relief 
effort after the Chilean 
earthquake. In 1963, it 
sent health-care workers 
to assist the newly inde-
pendent state of Algeria. 
 Castro•s Cuba has been 
despatching cadres of 
health-care professionals 

all over the world to com-
bat disasters and epi-
demics. Cuban doctors 
were on the scene in Haiti 
during the cholera out-
break that followed the 
2010 earthquake; they 
arrived in west Africa dur-
ing the 2013…16 Ebola cri-
sis. And when COVID-19 
spread to Europe, two 
Cuban health professional 
teams landed in Italy. By 
the end of Apri l ,  2020, 
more than 1000 Cuban 
health-care workers were 
helping foreign countries 
respond to COVID-19. 
 Castro conceptualised 
and implemented an inclu-
sive model of healthcare 
that brought doctors to the 
people. He extended 
Cuban medical aid to other 
countries, demonstrating 
the essentially internation-
alist and human nature of 
the Cuban Revolution. 
 Clare Wenham, assistant 
professor of global health 
policy at the London 
School of Economics and 
Political Science observed, 
•The international health 
programme is about soli-
darity; Cuba believes that 
healthy populations are 
the bedrock of global soci-
ety and they want to sup-
port that any way they 
canŽ. 
 

Mandela and Castro  
Like many revolutionaries 
and freedom fighters in the 
Global South, Nelson 
Mandela was inspired by 
the Cuban Revolution•s tri-
umph in 1959. Charged 
with the task of starting a 
guerri l la army in 1961, 
Mandela looked to the 
writ ings of Cuban 
Communists for guidance. 
 Mandela visited Cuba in 
1991 to express his grati-
tude to Castro, call ing 
Castro•s Revolution •a 
source of inspiration to all 
freedom-loving peopleŽ. 
Mandela further added, 
•We admire the sacrifices 
of the Cuban people in 
maintaining their indepen-
dence and sovereignty in 
the face of a vicious, impe-
rialist-orchestrated cam-
paign. We, too, want to 
control our own destiny.Ž 
 During a public event in 
Havana, Mandela asked 
Castro to visit South 
Africa. Referring to Castro, 
Mandela asked, •Who 
trained our people, who 
gave us resources, who 
helped so many of our sol-
diers, our doctors? ƒ •You 
have not come to our 
country … when are you 
coming?Ž 
 Castro attended 
Mandela•s presidential 
inauguration in May 1994. 
Barbara Masekela, South 
Africa•s former ambas-
sador to the US and who 
accompanied Mandela to 
Cuba in 1991, said 
Mandela•s friendship with 
Castro had been •born in 
the trenches of the free-
dom struggleŽ. 
 

A true friend of the 
oppressed  

Norberto Fuentes, a writer 
once close to Castro and 
now living in exile, 
believes the Cuban 
leader•s relevance is as 
•the spokesman for 

silence, for the man who 
has no army, no Congress, 
no face. The man who has 
nothingŽ. 
 Thousands of Cuban 
internationalists con-
tributed to decisive battles 
for independence of 
African countries, while 
fostering cooperation in 

the fields of health, educa-
tion, and training. 
 Despite hardships due to 
the US•s illegal blockade, 
Castro•s Cuba has 
remained a shining exam-
ple of internationalism and 
holds a special place in 
the history of people•s 
struggles against imperial-

ism. 
 
Anis Chowdhury, 
Emeritus Professor, 
Western Sydney 
University (Australia). He 
held senior UN positions 
in Bangkok and New 
York and served as 
Special Assistant to the 

Chief Advisor for 
Finance (with the status 
and rank of State 
Minister) in the 
Professor Yunus-led 
Interim Government. E-
mail: anis.z.chowd-
h u r y @ g m a i l . c o m ; 
a.chowdhury@western-
sydney.edu.au
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�The Pen Is Always Mightier�

T

Visit www.foodfair.gd

And start shopping 
today!

NEW TECHNICAL CENTRE MARKS FIFA�S 
LATEST INVESTMENT IN THE GROWTH 

OF GRENADIAN FOOTBALL

Football in the Caribbean nation of Grenada is on the 
rise, literally. In late 2025, ground was broken and work 
began on the Grenada Football Association•s (GFA) state-
of-the-art Technical Development Centre in the town of 
Simon, Saint Andrew. Construction is being funded by the 
FIFA Forward Programme and when completed, the facili-
ty will include pitches, fitness and recovery areas, office 
space and classrooms.  
 An island country of some 117,000 people, Grenada has 
enjoyed a long love affair with the global game. The GFA 
was founded back in 1924, long before national indepen-
dence, and it is one of the Caribbean•s oldest football 
associations. It joined FIFA in 1978 and the men•s nation-
al team first entered qualifying for the FIFA World Cup’ 
during the 1982 cycle and have been a regular since the 
late 1990s. They reached the Concacaf Gold Cup in 
2009, 2011 and 2021. 
 But growing the game in a small country requires funding 
and support, making the GFA•s productive relationship 
with FIFA a vital component of its ambitious hopes and 

plans for the future. Launched after FIFA President Gianni 
Infantino took office in 2016, FIFA Forward has funnelled 
nearly USD 5.1 billion into national and regional football 
development, and the programme is designed to provide 
tailor-made solutions and assistance for individual 
Member Associations (MAs). Each MA received up to 
USD 8 million each during FIFA Forward phase 3.0 
(2023-26), which represents a seven-fold increase from 
before the programme•s launch. 
 •The Grenada Football Association has been privileged 
to benefit from a range of development programmes over 
the past four years through the continued support of 
FIFA,Ž said GFA President Marlon Glean, who was elect-
ed for the first time in 2022. 
 The new technical centre is the most visible project, but it 
represents just a portion of the GFA•s creative and com-
prehensive use of FIFA Forward funding. It used more 
than USD 500,000 to bolster the GFA National Grassroots 
Programme, which provides playing opportunities for girls 
and boys ages 6-14 at 30 facilities across the country, 

offering weekly training, tournaments and talent identifi-
cation. The National Grassroots Programme represents 
the start of the GFA•s implementation of the FIFA Talent 
Development Scheme. 
 The GFA has also used USD 1.5 million to support its 
senior and youth national teams as they continue to 
expand their competitive schedule. The men•s national 
team travelled all the way to Rwanda for two FIFA Series 
matches in March, and the women•s team, won a FIFA 
Women•s World Cup’ qualifying game for the first time 
when they beat Cayman Islands 3-1 in April. 
 •One of the key highlights is the grassroots program, re-
ignited four years ago. (It has) seen over 2,000 boys and 
girls engaged every Saturday in 30 centres across the 
Tri-Island State of Grenada. Every child has been pro-
vided with a full kit, with each centre fully equipped with 
the necessary equipment,Ž Glean said. •Additionally, 
over 70 coaches are employed to facilitate these ses-
sions towards the goal (of) reaching 5,000 plus children 
playing and enjoying the game consistently on a weekly 
basis. This broad participation provides a strong founda-
tion for identifying and nurturing young talent.Ž 
 The GFA enrolled in the FIFA•s innovative Football for 
Schools programme in May 2024 and in April 2026, 
ground was broken on the country•s first FIFA Arena 
mini-pitch in Gouyave. 
 •Programmes such as Football for Schools, Grassroots 
Football, the Talent Development Scheme, Women•s 
Development Programmes, Club Subvention, FIFA 
Arena and the development of a Technical Centre, 
among others, have been instrumental in advancing 
football in Grenada at all levels,Ž Glean said. 
 •The impact of these programmes has been tremen-
dous, contributing significantly to the growth of the game 
and generating renewed interest and passion for football 
across the country,Ž he added. •Their influence is partic-
ularly evident in the development pathway from founda-
tion football through to our national teams, strengthening 
the overall football structure within the GFA. 
 •The GFA is sincerely grateful to FIFA for their contin-
ued support and is confident that they will bear fruits in 
the years to come.Ž 
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GFA President Marlon Glean
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