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Week Ending Fri., JULY 26, 2024

CARICOM LEADERS HEAD
TO SPICE COUNTRY

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell will host the 47th Regular
Meeting of the Conference of Heads of Government of the
Caribbean Community (CARICOM) from Sunday, July 28, to
Tuesday, July 30.
Originally scheduled for July 3-5, the meeting was post-
poned due to Hurricane Beryl.
The opening ceremony, scheduled for the St. George’s
University at True Blue, will feature addresses from Prime
Minister Mitchell, who is the incoming Chairman, outgoing
Chairman, President Irfaan Ali of Guyana, as well as CARI-
COM Secretary-General Dr. Carla Barnett. 
During the ceremony, legendary Guyanese cricketer Sir
Clive Hubert Lloyd and former CARICOM Secretary-General
Roderick Rainford of Jamaica will be honored with the Order
of the Caribbean Community.
Business sessions will begin on Monday (July 29) at the

(Continue on page 3)

      
         
          
         

       
         
       

         

        
   
         
        
         

       
     

       
 
        

          
        

       
 

   
  

           

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell – will be hosting his
Caricom colleagues for the very first time at a summit

(Photo credit: Dwain Thomas the official photographer to
Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell)

Clive Lloyd – was influential in the rise of West Indies as a
world powerhouse in cricket in the decade of the 80’s

Roderick Rainford – was a fixture for years as Secretary
General of Caricom

The Campus of St George’s University where the opening ceremony will be held for the summit of the Prime
Ministers of the Caribbean Community

          Page 1.qxp_Page 1  25/07/2024  7:04 PM  Page 1



ADVERTISEMENTPage 02 THE NEW TODAY Fri., July 26, 2024

Page 2.qxp_page 2  24/07/2024  9:40 AM  Page 1



LOCAL NEWS THE NEW TODAY Fri., July 26, 2024    Page 03

    
     

  

  
   

    
   

  
  

  
  

   
  

 
 

 
  

   
    
   
    

  
 

    
    

   
  

 
  

   
  

   
  
   

   
  
   

     
    

   
   
   

  
   

  
   

 
 

   
    
  

    
    
   
   

  
   

    
  
   

  
   

  
  

 
 
  

   
   

    
   
    

  
  

     
  

  
 

  
  

    
   

   
   
  

    
   
    

    
    

   
  
   

  
   

    
   
  

    
    

   
   
  

   
 

   
  
 

 
 

     
  

   
  

   
  

 
  

   
 

 
   
     
  
  

  
  
 

  
   

   
  

  
   
   

    
   

    
  

 
   

  
   
  
 

   
 
 

 
   
    

   
    
     

   
  
   

   
 

 
  

 
   
 
  

   
  
   
    Poor

c   
  
  

  
    

   
   

  
  

    
   
   
  
 

  
    

   
   

 
 
 
 

  
  

  
 

   
   

 
  
  
  

    
  

 
   

    
  

  
    

   
  

  
  
  
 
   

  
    

 
   

  
  
   

   
    

  
    

 

              
            

 
   
   
   

  
    

 
 
  

  
    
   
  
  
  

  

   
  
 

   
 

   
 

              
         
               
               
           

* From  front page
Radisson Grenada
Beach Resort in Grand
Anse, historically signifi-
cant for the Grand Anse
Declaration and Work
Programme signed
there during the 10th
Meeting of the
Conference of CARI-
COM Heads of
Government on July 12,
1989. 
This declaration aimed
to enhance economic
and political coopera-
tion among member
states and led to the
establishment of the
CARICOM Single
Market and Economy
(CSME). 
The three-day meeting
will prioritise an exten-
sive agenda focused on
agri-food systems to
bolster food and nutri-
tion security, address
climate change, and
promote sustainable
development. 
Key topics will include
foreign policy, the
CSME, and engage-
ment with social part-
ners. 

The impact of
Hurricane Beryl on the
region will also be a sig-
nif icant discussion
point. 
As CARICOM intensi-

fies regional integration
efforts through the
CSME and various sec-
toral programs, a critical
focus will be on opera-
tionalising the
Multilateral Air Services
Agreement (MASA). 
This agreement aims to
create a single market
for air transport services
within the community,
facilitating better con-
nectivity and economic
collaboration. 

The Heads of
Government will review
progress toward achiev-

ing full free movement
within the region and
the goal of reducing
food imports by 25 per-
cent by 2025.
Additionally, a Strategy
for Regional Digital
Resilience 2025-2030
will be presented, aim-
ing to strengthen the
region’s digital infra-
structure and capabili-
ties. 
Curacao will be formal-
ly admitted during the
event, which wil l  be
streamed l ive on
CARICOM’s social
media platforms starting
at 4:00 p.m. 
The customary closing
press conference is
scheduled for Tuesday,
July 30, at 4:30 PM at
the Radisson Grenada
Beach Resort and will
be held in a hybrid for-
mat. 
PM Mitchell, who is the
new lead Head of
Government for Science
and Technology, includ-
ing Information and
Communication, in the
CARICOM Quasi
Cabinet, expressed
“gratitude to all member
states, associate mem-
bers, regional institu-
tions and the dedicated
cit izens of the
Caribbean continue to
contribute to the suc-
cess of our Caribbean
community, (and) wel-
comes you (heads of
government) on behalf
of all Grenadians to our
country.” 
Grenada is hosting the
conference as it cele-
brates its 50th anniver-
sary of independence. 
This meeting of the
Conference also marks
35 years since the sign-
ing of the Grand Anse
Declaration, which set
in motion CARICOM’s
transition to a Single
Market and Economy.

CARICOM leaders
head to Spice

country

The Government of
Grenada has launched
the first phase of fiscal
incentives in the after-
math of Hurricane
Beryl, with a strong
warning against the
misuse of the pro-
gramme for commercial
purposes.  
The free barrel pro-
gramme, which began
on Monday, and will run
until December 31, pro-
vides 100% duty and
tax exemptions on a
range of essential
items, including food,
clothing, small house-
hold appliances, linen
and bedding items, toi-
letries, sanitary prod-
ucts, and household

Government warns against misuse
of free barrel programme 

cleaning supplies.
Finance Minister

Dennis Cornwall
announced the initiative
approximately one
week ago, revealing the
government's plans to
offer “relief from duties,
taxes, and fees on
items imported for per-
sonal use.”  
“These new fiscal

incentives will include
100% duty and tax
exemptions (including
Customs Service
Charge, Port Charges,
and Stamp Duties) on
food, clothing, small
household appliances,
l inen and bedding
items, toiletries, sani-
tary products (adults

and children), and
household cleaning
supplies,” Minister
Cornwall stated.
He stated that “this
includes barrels, boxes,
and crates up to
December 31,” adding
that “households will be
limited to importing two
(2) barrels, boxes or
crates” each. 
Individuals are urged to
be mindful that imports
above this limit will be
subject to the usual
duties and taxes.
A press release issued
on Tuesday outlined the
programme details and
the administrative
process for clearing
barrels, which remains
unchanged except that
importers will not have
to pay the customary
duties, taxes, and fees. 
The release also high-
lighted the serious con-
sequences of making
false declarations to
Customs, including

potential f ines and
penalties.  
Many have expressed
gratitude for the relief
provided by the govern-
ment in the aftermath of
the category 4 storm
which left a trail of dev-
astation in the northern
part of the island and
the sister isles of
Carriacou and Petite
Martinique. 
The free barrel pro-
gramme is part of a
broader effort by the
Grenadian government
to alleviate the burdens
faced by citizens in the
wake of Hurricane Beryl
and to support the
recovery and rebuilding
process across the
nation.

The government
emphasises that the
imported items under
this programme are
strictly for personal use
and not for resale. 

The Customs headquarters which will play a key role in the free barrel
programme
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burning issue of move-
ment of the people
including the high cost
of transportation.
This was very preva-

lent during the Covid-
19 period when travel
up and down the
region was a night-
mare and virtually
non-existent especially
with the disappear-
ance of LIAT.
It was much easier at

one point to get a flight
from some of these
islands into New York
than any of the air-
ports in the Caribbean.
A Grenadian who was
in Trinidad and wanted
to come back home
had to find in excess
of EC$2000.00 to fly
into St Lucia first and
then catch Brit ish
Airways to f ly back

down to the airport at
Point Salines.
Today, many people

in the different islands
are complaining about
the lack of easy
access to move from
one island to another.
In addition, in some

cases, the airfares are
just so exorbitant and
more costly to go from
Grenada to Antigua
than it is from Grenada
to JFK International in
New York.
The very leaders who

are assembling in
Grenada are responsi-
ble for the very high
cost of f lying in the
region.

The airl ines have
often stated that the
tax placed on a ticket
by several of the gov-
ernment is “the killer”

when it comes to
lower airfares.
The governments are

fully aware of the
problem but are reluc-
tant to take positive
action to reduce the
high taxes as it brings
in significant revenue
into their respective
treasuries.
Our leaders have also

not been able to find
solutions to the many
problems facing the
ordinary man in the
society to make him
feel that Caricom is
meaningful in terms of
bringing benefits to
him.
However, one good

thing for the people in
the south of the island
is that the presence of
the Caricom leaders
has seen the political

directorate in Grenada
undertake some much
needed work on a por-
tion of the road in True
Blue leading to St
George’s University
(SGU).
Those living on the

other side of True
Blue will now expect
the Congress govern-
ment of Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell and
the Member of
Parl iament for the
South, The Hon Andy
Williams to complete
the entire road net-
work in the area.
This is the area in the

country where the
summit of the leaders
will stage their usual
opening ceremony
and the road leading
to SGU was given pri-
ority attention for the
summit.
THE NEW TODAY

would like to raise an
issue concerning the
choice of words used
by the island’s much
decorated calypsonian
Finley “Scholar “
Jeffrey last weekend
when the artists in his
tent faced the judges
to try and book a
place for this week-
end’s national semi-
finals competition in St
Andrew.
This is an invitation

being extended to the

Public Service
Commission (PSC)
headed by female
attorney-at-law Debra
St Bernard to visit
YouTube and review
the comments made
by Scholar towards
the end of the show.
This is not only a

senior public officer,
holding the rank of
Permanent Secretary
but also someone
considered as a role
model for the younger
ones in the society.
His utterances when

thanking people who
came out as “calypso
lovers of the artform”
in which he made cer-
tain utterances were
very distasteful.
This is not the kind of

language that anyone
would like to encour-
age the youngsters to
adopt in the public
domain.
The PSC might be

doing Grenada a
grave injustice and
disservice by not look-
ing into the issue and
just turning a blind eye
to it and allowing this
kind of language to
become a norm in the
society.
The next generation

needs to be protected,
and preserved as they
are the future leaders
of the country.

The leaders of the
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) are hold-
ing another of their
regular summit meet-
ings.
The session is taking

place against the
backdrop of fears in
many quarters around
the region about the
massive deficit facing
these leaders over
several decades in
pushing and advanc-
ing Caribbean unity
agenda.
As Chaulkdust said in
song many years ago,
these leaders leave
their respective territo-
ries and assemble in
one place and seem-

ingly engage in a
drinking session and
then go back home in
a drunken state as
they often fai l to
implement many of
their own agreements.
And the late Black

Stalin in the 1980’s
urged the Prime
Ministers of CARI-
COM to look carefully
at the Rastafarian
movement as they
appear to demon-
strate a greater sense
of unity among their
sect than these very
leaders elected by the
people to look after
their affairs.
The region is sti l l

grappling with the

Is it another
talk shop?

 

  

Ensuring your child
gets the adequate
amount of nutrition they

need after disaster or
emergency may be a
challenge. Here are

some ways you can
provide the best nutri-
t ion options to your

babies and toddlers
after a disaster.   

The optimal feeding

Complimentary Feeding for babies and toddlers Post disaster 
practice for infants from
birth to 2 years is
breastfeeding with
complementary fresh
foods and vegetables. 
After a disaster, chil-

dren are often more
susceptible to malnutri-
tion, and sourcing fresh
produce is often a chal-
lenge. 
Mothers are encour-

aged to continue
breastfeeding their
babies as this reduces
the risk of malnutrition,
infectious diseases,
and serious illnesses
during emergencies.
Breastfeeding is the
safest way to feed your
baby; post-disaster,
water for cleaning bot-
tles and teats is limited. 
If the child has stopped
breastfeeding for a
period of three months
or less, the mother can
try to reintroduce
breastmilk through the
process of re-lactation,
this is where the moth-
er uses multiple breast
stimulation exercises
which sends hormonal
signals throughout the
body to switch on
breast milk production. 
Although fresh fruits

and vegetables are the
best choices, the only
source of fruits and
vegetables available
post-disaster for feed-
ing children from six
months may come in a
can. 
The next best option

would be fruit packed in
natural juice or water.  
If the canned fruit is in

syrup and vegetables in

brine, drain and rinse if
possible before prepar-
ing; try to provide a
variety of these foods in
adequate amounts 2–3
times a day for babies
6–8 months and
increase to 3–4 times
daily between 9 to 24
months. 
Food should be pre-

pared pureed, mashed,
or cut into age-appro-
priate pieces for chil-
dren to eat.  

The World Health
Organisation (WHO)
states that “by 12
months, most children
can eat the same types
of foods eaten by the
rest of the family;”
therefore, parents
should try to ensure
that their children eat
enough nutrient-dense
foods such as animal-
sourced foods l ike
meat, poultry, f ish,
eggs, and dairy prod-
ucts to support growth,
and brain development
and prevent iron defi-
ciency anemia that is
prevalent among
infants, in Grenada.

The WHO also advis-
es that parents and
guardians avoid giving
drinks with low nutrient
value, such as tea, cof-
fee, and sugary soft
drinks and also Limit
the amount of juice
offered. 

Before the event, store
premixed infant formu-
la, cereals, mixed baby
foods in airtight con-
tainers, and an ade-
quate supply of clean
drinking water for
infants and young chil-
dren.  
You can visit GFNC’s

social media pages and
website for nutrition tips
and adaptable healthy
recipes for the whole
family. 
Sources: 
https://www.advanc-
ingnutrition.org/what-
we-do/activities/com-
plementary-feeding-em
ergencies 
https://www.who.int/hea
lth-topics/complemen-
tary-feeding#tab=tab_2
https://www.who.int/hea
lth-topics/complemen-
tary-feeding#tab=tab_2
https://www.jstage.jst.g
o.jp/article/tjem/256/2/2
56_103/_html/-
char/en#:~:text=Increas
ed%20morbidity%20an
d%20mortality%20from
,are%20nutritional%20
effects%20of%20disas-
ter
(Submitted by: The
Grenada Food and
Nutrition Council)

          Page 4.qxp_page 4  25/07/2024  4:29 PM  Page 1



LETTER THE NEW TODAY Fri., July 26, 2024    Page 05

        
    

   
    

     
  

      
     

   
    

    
      

   
    
    
  

   
    

     
   

     
   

   
  

  
    

   
      

   
   

    
   
  

    
  

   

    
     

     
     
     
    

    
   

    
    

      
    
    

   
    

     
  

   
   

 
     

     
     
   
     
    

   
    

     
      

   
     

    
    

     
      

   
    
   

  
      

   
    
   
      
     

   
    
    

   
   

    
    
     

    
   

  
 

    
   

   
   

     
   
  

  
    
  
   

      
   

  
   

     
    

   
   

   
   

  
     

   
     
    
    

   
    

  
  

      
    

    
     

   
     

     
     

    
   
  
      

   
    

   
   

      
   
     
     
   

    
  
     

    
    

     
      
  
    

      
   

   
    

  
    
 
    

    
      
   

     
   

    
   

    
    
   

   
   

   
   

     
    

    
    
    
  
    

    
   
    

    
   
    

    
  

     
     

   
    

   
   

  
    

   
     
    

 
   
   

     
   
    

    
    

  
    

    
     
     

  
    
     
    

   
   

  
    

    
   

    
    
   

   
     
  

  
    

      
     

   
    
  

  
     
  

     
   

   
   
 

   
   

  
    

     
    

  
 

  

Men dictating to Women.
Whether they are politically
on the left or the right, these
men still see women as pos-
sessions, things that they can
still micro manage with undue
influence and legislative pres-
sure. 
A new law in Brazil will tight-
en rules on abortion. This is
not a surprise as the present
day administration in Brazil is
a mini me of America's Right
Wing Administrations.
Whether Republican or
Democrat religious conser-
vatism is laying the ground
rules for a return to what they
believe was a "civilized soci-
ety" ruled by moral, religious
and almost puritan guide-
lines. 
The proposed new Brazilian
Law will impose prison sen-
tences on rape survivors who
seek termination.. Under the
law rape survivors who seek
termination after 22 weeks
would face prison sentences
of up to 20 years, exceeding
the highest sentence some-
one can get for rape itself(15
years). For many young rape
victims this will be impactful
since they may well not know
they are indeed pregnant for
some time ultimately seeking
an abortion far beyond the
legal limits. 
This law mirrors similar leg-
islative attempts in other Latin
American nations and many
US States too. The religious
right has the financial influ-
ence needed to sway many
of our polit icians towards
more moral-religious
approved legislation, as too

impactful social regulation
attempting to end social ser-
vices once taken for granted
by most women.
Reproductive Rights,
Financial- Social Equality are
all under assault from a
movement determined to turn
back time to a time of mytho-
logically perceived social
peace and control...
Movement of the Right
Wants....
Women belong at home with
their children awaiting their
husbands return from a diffi-
cult day at work.
Social and Racial issues are
best discussed endlessly,
with no protests or violence
threatened.
Law and Order Must always
be respected. Cooperation
advised.
Women need to know their
place within the community.
The LGBTQ Community
needs to be re-educated,
racial and gender boundaries
are God given and while it
evolves sacred texts must be
core roots for society.
Fundamental religious obliga-
tions demand the conversion
of our non believing society.
Biblical tradit ions must
always be respected and
possibly initiated in the future. 
The Right see's itself as the
savior of the Western World
enacting a historic move-
ment, not of change but of
social regression.
Unemployment ended by
having women stay at home

while the husband goes to a
job, end of the opioid pan-
demic and social criminality
through the implementation of
the death penalty. Evil must
be eradicated and not trans-
formed, so an end to rehabili-
tation and mass imprison-
ment of criminals. Fortress
America with its allies will
lead the way for its corporate
colonization of the unbeliev-
ing world. In truth, certain
powerful corporations out of
Utah, Colorado and Texas
have financed the right wing
in America and Brazil as well.
Trillionaires with socio-politi-
cal purpose. 
What is on the chopping
block once certain rightwing
politicians gain a hold upon
central western nations high-
est and most powerful posi-
tions? 
Equality redefined: Can

equality exist even within the
financial world? The richer
you are, the more powerful
and influential. Just as it is
within nature, the bigger and
more aggressive you are the
better chance you'll succeed.
Darwinism socially redefined.
To the rightwing there are
people of consequence and
those that are easily ignored
while being managed. 
Application of Justice: The
rightwing are highly hypocriti-
cal in their application of
power. End abortion but still
support capital punishment.
Protect the innocent while
killing the criminal. Is not mur-
der simply murder whether it
be applied by a doctor, crimi-
nal or public authority?

It's Still a Man’s World: Women Face
Political Forces of Oppression

Respecting life as a gift from
God seems to not apply to
someone who has challenged
society like a criminal.
Population: Protect western
civilization while transforming
it. Ignore or depopulate the
poorest of the poor world
wide. The right wing applies
capitalistic theory to how the
world should be treated. If a
person, people or nation is
useful and productive, protect
and nurturer it. If a person,
population or nation is disrup-
tive and a threat, seek to con-

trol and manage it. If it cannot
be managed see it as a
threat. Take obvious correc-
tive or punitive action. 
Women and Minorit ies:

Within society is a place for
all. Financial-political sector
must be male controlled.
Being different is a challenge
to societal homogeny.
Similarity is comfortable and
protective. Being different
challenging and possibly dis-
ruptive. Each individual has
its place, whether that be at
home with the kids, working
for the "Man". Equality is
seen as a negative force
within society possibly creat-
ing moral challenges and
possible conflict. Something
to to be discouraged. 
We are told that women think

differently than men. Why
then are there cultures that
encourage women to submit
their r ights, dreams and
asperations to what men
want? If women could be as
adventurous, aggressive,
determined and competitive
as men, the world would be a
different place right? As long
as women allow religion, prej-
udice and male misogynous
culture to rule their lives they
will remain second class citi-
zens. 
No matter a woman's reli-
gious or political viewpoint,
men will always be seen as
superior to them financially,
politically or socially! You do
not agree with that state-
ment? Then get off your ass,
stop eating those bonbon's

and initiate change within
your neighborhood. There are
more women on this planet
than there are males. You out
number men! Take action and
stop all the so called
rightwing movements moving
towards an end to your rights.
Only women with like minded
men can end the present
political movements hoping to
return to  the past when
women, non whiles and those
different did as their told. 
" A strong woman is a

woman that is determined to
do something that other's are
determined must not be
done"(M.Percy)

Steven Kaszab
Bradford, Ontario

S       
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For the first t ime,
Grenada has appointed
a female to the post of
Comptroller of Customs
within the Ministry of
Finance.
Karen Forsyth-Hall

assumed the position
this week on appoint-
ment of the Public
Service Commission
(PSC).
She is taking over from
Algernon Belfon who
has been acting in the
post for a few years
now.
A source close to the
ruling National
Democratic Congress
(NDC) government
denied that a political
decision was taken to
remove Belfon from the
position on the grounds
that he is suspected to
be closely aligned to
the opposit ion New
National Party (NNP) of

Keith Mitchell.
He said that the PSC
advertised the vacant
posit ion and in the
process that followed
Forsyth-Hall emerged
at the top of the list.
THE NEW TODAY can-
not confirm reports that
Belfon did not apply for
the posit ion on the
grounds that he did not
possess the qualifica-
tions set by the PSC.
The source also reject-
ed claims being made
in certain opposit ion
quarters that Belfon
was fired as acting
Comptroller of
Customs.
According to the insid-
er, he was merely
reverted to his substan-
tive posit ion of
Supervisor at Customs.
One retired senior pub-
lic servant referred to
Belfon as one of the

New boss at Customs

Karen Forsyth-Hall is the new head of the
Customs Department

Algernon Belfon – reverted to his position of
Supervisor (Photo credit: Dwain Thomas the official
photographer to Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell)

most knowledgeable at
the Customs
Department and was
“well schooled in the
Customs rules.”
The new chief at

Customs is the wife of
Assistant Superintendent
of Police (ASP) Ryan
Hall who is attached to
the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) of the
Royal Grenada Police
Force (RGPF).
She is also the daugh-
ter of the late Meryl
Forsyth who had served
as Cabinet Secretary
under a former New
National Party (NNP)
government of Keith
Mitchell.
The mother, who was
perceived to be close to
former Finance Minister
George Brizan of the
Congress party, was
among the first set of
senior public officers
who were removed from
their posit ions by
Mitchell on assuming
the position of Prime
Minister for the first time
in June 1995.
He later recalled

Forsyth and allegedly
issued a private apology
to her stating that he
was “misled” into taking
action against her and
promoted her to serve
as Secretary to the
Cabinet of Ministers.
A GIS release reads:
The Ministry of Finance
announces the appoint-
ment of Mrs. Karen
Forsyth-Hall to the post
of Comptroller of
Customs, Customs and
Excise Division.
Mrs. Forsyth-Hall ’s

appointment as
Comptroller took effect
on Monday, July 15,
2024.
Mrs. Forsyth-Hall

joined the Customs and
Excise Division in 1997
as a Customs Clerk and
over time, rose through
the ranks to eventually
attain the highest level
within the organisation.
Prior to this new

appointment, she func-
tioned in the capacity of
Deputy Comptroller of
Customs. Mrs. Forsyth-
Hall holds a Master of
Science Degree in
International Trade
Policy and a Bachelor of
Science Degree in
Management Studies.
She brings a wealth of
experience in Customs
to the role.
The Ministry of Finance
congratulates Mrs.
Forsyth-Hall on her
appoinment and
extends best wishes for
success during her
tenure in the office of
Comptroller of Customs.
Mrs. Forsyth-Hall

replaces Mr. Algernon
Belfon as acting
Comptroller. The
Ministry publicly thanks
Mr. Belfon for his ser-
vice, and conveys sin-
cerest wishes for contin-
ued success in his
public service career.

          
Page 6.qxp_page 6  25/07/2024  7:57 PM  Page 1



LOCAL NEWS THE NEW TODAY Fri., July 26, 2024    Page 07

The EC$9.6 million high court judg-
ment.
The decision was handed down by
Justice Raulston Glasgow in a case
that has split a Grenadian family fol-
lowing a matter involving monies owed
to the Grenada Co-operative Bank
Limited (GCBL) in a failed family busi-
ness enterprise headed by the brother
of a prominent Grenadian politician.
The case was brought by Phillip David
and his wife against the now deceased
father of her sister, and the bank where
the business held some accounts.

Glasgow ruled that the David family
business has to pay back the millions
to the bank along with a cost of just
over EC$175, 000.00 each to the win-
ning parties in the matter.
David and his wife Sonia had set up a
company known as Sunsystems Ltd to
primarily trade in the importation, sale
and rental of a luxury fleet of vehicles
such as Volkswagen and Land Rover
around 2003.
As a public service, THE NEW TODAY
reproduces in full the Justice Raulston
Glasgow judgment n the case:-

The Davids’ to pay back millions to Co-op bank
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SUMMARY OF MR. DEON
MOSES’ WITNESS

STATEMENT
[85] Deon Moses has been
employed with the Bank
since April 2011. His testi-
mony states that the Bank
is a wholly owned and
operated local commercial
bank regulated by the
Banking Act and the
ECCB. He testifies that the
Bank is ful ly aware of
ECCB Guidelines, with
which it complies, and Mr.
Cosmos St. Bernard is not
a significant shareholder of
the Bank. In April 2011, at
SSL’s request, Mr. Moses
states that the Bank
agreed to extend to SSL a
bridging demand loan in
the sum of $281,000.00 to
purchase from Volkswagen
four vehicles for resale
locally. Mr. Moses says that
security was already in
existence by SSL, which
included an existing mort-
gage, a promissory note
and joint and several per-
sonal guarantees executed
by the Davids in the sum of
$7,000,000.00 on 10th
February, 2011. These
terms were set out in a let-
ter dated 26th April, 2011
from Mr. Moses to the
Davids, which Mr. Moses
indicates was signed by
the Davids, and the seal of
SSL was affixed thereto on
28th April, 2011.
[86] On 23rd September,
2011, Mr. Moses wrote to
the Law Firm, instructing
them to prepare a Deed of
Further Charge to secure
the sum of $2,970,000.00
for monies advanced to
SSL. Mr. David’s siblings –
the David brothers were to
join with Mr. David as
sureties for the loan. Mr.
Moses states that addition-
al security was to be given
to the Bank to secure this
loan. Crit ically, the 3rd
addit ional security, the
Grand Anse Estates prop-
erty owned by the David
brothers was at the time
mortgaged to another
bank. In this regard and to
facil i tate the proposed
exercise, the Law Firm was
instructed to secure the
reconveyance of the Grand
Anse Estates property from
Scotiabank to the David
brothers.
[87] By letter dated 29th
August, 2011, the Bank
wrote to SSL and the
Davids, offering a restruc-
tured loan facility compris-
ing an existing mortgage
loan of EC$3,656,000.00, a
new mortgage loan of
EC$3,639, 000.00, plus an
existingfloor plan loan of
$500,000.00 and a cus-

toms bond coverage of
EC$200,000.00, altogether
totalling $7, 995,000.00.
The purpose of this com-
bined facility was clearly
stated in the letter. Mr.
Moses explains that the let-
ter included paying for
importation of vehicles,
consolidating and capitaliz-
ing all outstanding indebt-
edness and interest, refi-
nancing overdrafts,
described as “hard-core”,
paying off of the loan at
Scotiabank and assisting
with legal fees. This letter
stipulated that personal
guarantees would be
received from the Davids.
Mr. Moses confirms that
these personal guarantees
were in fact given to the
Bank on 28th September,
2011.
[88] Mr. Moses further testi-
fies that the letter of 29th
August, 2011 also showed
SSL representing and war-
ranting to the Bank that it
had the power and authori-
ty to execute, deliver and
perform its obligations
under the facility letter and
any related documents.
The letter also provided for
a number of default events.
Mr. Moses is of the view
that factually, SSL and the
Davids have committed
acts of default and
breached their undertak-
ings. By their own claim,
Mr. Moses claims, the
Davids represented to the
Bank that they had the
capacity to give the securi-
ties at the time that were
given. Mr. Moses points out
that the Davids now claim
they did not have the
capacity to give such guar-
antees. Mr. Moses asks the
court to find that this was
an egregious breach of
trust and contractual mis-
representation, entitling the
Bank to the engagement of
its default rights contained
in the letter of 29th August,
2011.
[89] Mr. Moses also asks
the court to find that the
suggestions by the Davids
that they did not know what
they were signing when
they attended the Law Firm
on 28th September, 2011
lacks credibility. Mr. Moses
reminds the court that at
the relevant time, the Bank
was in the process of pay-
ing off another loan held by
the Davids brothers with
another bank, which trans-
action was for benefit of
the Davids. That loan, Mr.
Moses says, amounted to
$272, 601.20, and this
transaction was being con-
ducted simultaneously with
the Bank’s conversion to a

loan facil i ty of SSL’s
already overdrawn
accounts, which at the time
were overdrawn to the tune
of EC$3, 366,398.72.
[90] Mr. Moses explains
that the Bank duly paid off
SSL’s and the David broth-
ers’ mortgage loan with the
other bank, and then made
a consolidated loan dis-
bursement to SSL. As no
other shareholders of SSL
were pleaded, Mr. Moses
states that the Bank is enti-
tled to ask – who but the
Davids benefited from the
sums advanced to SSL.
Upon review of the docu-
ments from the Bank’s
employees to SSL, Mr.
Moses indicates that these
documents show drawings
on the earnings of SSL’s
business nearly exceeding
total turnover for the period
December 2010 to January
2011. Mr. Moses rejects the
Davids’ contention that
they had no wish to provide
personal guarantees to the
Bank, as the record shows
that they did so for person-
al consideration directly
received, as well as indi-
rectly through the
advances to SSL and the
drawings made on the
income of the business of
SSL to feed the Davids’
lifestyle.
[91] Mr. Moses states that
the claimants now desire to
leave the Bank without
security to cover its expo-
sure, and this would be
nothing less than an unjust
enrichment of SSL and the
Davids at the expense of
the Bank and its sharehold-
ers. The Bank asks the
court to reject SSL and the
Davids’ posit ion as an
unconscionable position,
which if upheld, will amount
to facil i tation of their
breach of contract and their
unjust enrichment. Mr.
Moses also recounts that
the Law Firm acted for the
Bank pursuant to instruc-
tions given. Any dealings
with the Law firm, SSL and
the Davids were on the
Bank’s instructions, and Mr.
Moses confirms that the
Law Firm never acted as
an agent of the Bank to
make any misrepresenta-
tions to procure the trans-
actions, as the Law Firm
only ever acted as the
Bank’s lawyers.
[92] Mr. Moses says that
the only misrepresentation
which took place was by
SSL and the Davids mis-
representing their affairs
and the facts to the Bank.
Mr. Moses points to Mr.
David’s assertion that he

does not recall transferring
tit le of the Grand Anse
property to a 3rd party prior
to the Davids offering the
same property as security
to the Bank. The clear
implication, Mr. Moses puts
forward, is that SSL and
the Davids are seeking to
escape l iabil i ty for this
alleged lapse in memory,
but the Bank should be
made to go without repay-
ment of i ts monies
advanced to SSL and the
Davids. Mr. Moses asks
the court to reject the posi-
tion taken by SSL and the
Davids with respect to the
security given, dismiss the
claim, and enter judgment
for the Bank on the coun-
terclaim.

SUMMARY OF MRS.
NADIA FRANCIS –

SANDY WITNESS STATE-
MENT

[93] Mrs. Francis – Sandy
is employed with the Bank

since 12th September,
2012 and she is a career
banker, having held several
positions in commercial
lending. She is not aware
of any significant share-
holding by Mr. Cosmos St
Bernard in the Bank. Mrs.
Francis – Sandy testifies
that the Bank has always
provided SSL and the
Davids with statements. In
fact, by letter dated 4th
July, 2014, she outlines
how the loan of $3.6 million
was arrived at, and how it
was applied to SSL
accounts. This letter was
the subject of a meeting
held at SSL’s former attor-
neys’ off ice, which was
attended by the Davids,
their legal counsel and
Mrs. Francis – Sandy. Mrs.
Francis Sandy explains
that this letter of 4th July,
2014 conveyed the Bank’s
agreement to waive signifi-
cant interest on one of
SSL’s loan accounts, and

also indicated the fulfilment
of the Bank’s promise to
stop further advertising the
mortgaged properties
pending receipt of
theamount which the Bank
was prepared to accept as
settlement. Mrs. Francis –
Sandy says that the Davids
chose instead to bring this
claim.
[94] Mrs. Francis – Sandy
refutes the claimant’s
assertion that the ECCB
Guidelines were breached.
Instead, she claims, the
Bank’s struggle was to
keep the Davids from drag-
ging the Bank into breach
of the ECCB guidelines
with SSL’s ever increasing
demand for financing, per-
sistent failure to provide
the necessary f inancial
information to the Bank,
and failing to properly ser-
vice the accounts. Mrs.
Francis – Sandy reiterates
that the Bank remains

minded to resolve the mat-
ter out of court, but claims
that SSL and the Davids
took the view that they
were entit led to have
received generous financial
support from the Bank,
notwithstanding their failure
to service their loans as per
the agreed terms and con-
dit ions. Mrs. Francis –
Sandy is of the view that
this was an unconscionable
position for the claimants to
adopt, and a breach of their
undertaking to the Bank.
She asks the court to dis-
miss the claim and enter
judgment for the Bank on
its counterclaim.
SUMMARY OF MRS. JEN-
NIFER ROBERTSON’S
WITNESS STATEMENT

[95]
Mrs. Robertson has been
employed with the Bank
since 3rd July, 1995. She
knew and worked closely
with Mr. De Freitas at the
Bank for a number of years
unti l  he died in 2011.
According to the Bank’s
records, the Davids were
the signatories to SSL’s
accounts, and the main
business of SSL was the
importation of vehicles into
Grenada from Germany for
commercial resale in
Grenada. Mr. Robertson
indicates that SSL operat-
ed out of a property at
Point Salines, St. George’s.
Mrs. Robertson is also
familiar with Mr. Cosmos
St. Bernard, who for many
years had been the head of
the Law Firm. As far as
Mrs. Robertson is aware,
{Continue on page 14}

The Grenada Co-op Bank building located on Church Street
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In an exclusive inter-
view with the New
Today, George “Goatie”
Robinson is calling on
the present Executive
and other Council
Members of the
Grenada Olympic
Committee (GOC) to
stop discriminating
against athletes and
administrators who
have given exemplary
unquestionable volun-
tary service to the
development of sports
in Grenada. 
Robinson is of the view
that the present GOC
Council, like those of

the past three decades,
continue to discriminate
against athletes, offi-
cials and administrators
who advocate change
within the administrative
structure and operations
of the sporting body. 
The former sport

administrator said:
“Having experienced
being part of the
Grenada Olympic
A s s o c i a t i o n ( GOA )
appointed executive
1984-1994, I challenged
President Royston La
Hee for the post of
President at the
Grenada Olympic

Association (GOA) first
constitutional held elec-
tions at the Grenada
Public Workers Union
Building, Tanteen, St.
George’s on Saturday,
22nd October 1994.
After a few years I lost
interest in being part of
the GOA administration
based on the non-
recognition of the likes
of deceased John
Diabour, the disrespect
and in some instances
ridicule of the 1984-
1994 appointed execu-
tives. 
Based on the results of
the 2005 & 2009

Special Quadrennial
General Meetings
(SQGM) and the hype
in the build up to the
2013 SQGM, I decided
to challenge the uncon-
stitutional manner in
which voting at the
SQGM was conducted
giving outgoing execu-
tive members voting
powers.
This is the strategy
used by the hierarchy of
the GOC to remain at
the helm for over three
decades. 
Prior and post the 2013
GOC SQGM, my efforts
to solicit the support of

George “Goatie” Robinson speaks out
council members to
challenge the unconsti-
tutional voting process
failed. I then decided I
wil l  once again get
involved as an individ-
ual member of the GOC
as provided for in the
2003 GOC Constitution. 
I applied to be an

Individual member of
the GOC in letters of
01/09/2013 and
22/11/2013.
My motives were: 
(1). To exercise my con-
stitutional rights provid-
ed for in the GOC 2003
& 2013 GOC
Constitutions. 
(2). Enkindling council
members’ awareness of
their constitutional rights
and stewardship as
Council, which to me
was very much lacking. 
MY motive was not
about taking down,
slandering or defaming
the character of any
member of the Board of
Directors or wanting to
run for executive office. 
In a letter dated
03/01/2014, I received a
letter from the GOC
advising that my appli-
cation was denied. No
reason was given and
as such my only redress
was Legal Action
against the GOC. 

On 10/07/2014,
Grenlaw Chambers initi-
ated legal Proceedings
by filing a Civil Suit in
the Supreme Court of
Grenada. (Applicant)
George Robinson.
(Defendant) Grenada
Olympic
Committee Inc. Claim No.
GDAHCV2014/0325,
Application for Judicial
review which was grant-
ed by Madam Justice
Margaret Y. Mohammed
on 14/07/2014. 
Between 2014-2022
after filing of hundreds
of pages of documents,
postponed court hear-
ings and inconclusive
mediation, the matter
was finally heard on
May 17 and May 31,
2022 and judgment
given by Honorable
Madam Justice Agnes
Actie. 
It should be noted that
Items 12 to 21 in the
Defendant's witness
statements of President
Royston La Hee and
Secretary General Veda
Bruno-Victor, it avers
that a General Council
meeting held on
02/11/2013 and Council
unanimously agreed
that the Claimant should
not be admitted to the
GOC because his mem-
bership will be inimical
to the well-being of the
Defendant Members. 
In a letter dated 19
June, 2024, the present
Council also avers that I
am not a fit and proper
person to be admitted
as an individual mem-
ber of the Grenada

Olympic Committee Inc. 
My possible actions
going forward are:-
(1) Filing a Civil Suit for
being discriminated
against or (2) pleading
for the support of
Grenadian sports enthu-
siasts to support my
advocacy for change as
was my initial motive
mentioned above in my
application 01/09/2013. 
Many people over the
years have been denied
the opportunity to exer-
cise their constitutional
rights in accordance

with the GOC’s
Constitution, the IOC
Olympic Charter and
Olympism as a whole. 
Finally, I would like to
congratulate Dr.
Deborah-Ann Stephens-
John who is my family
doctor for over thirty
years on her being one
of the First Group of
women to Officiate
Ringside in Olympic
History at the Paris
Olympics from July 27
to August 10, 2024.
Another Golden
Achievement during
Grenada’s Golden
Jubilee Celebrations.

George “Goatie” Robinson – still taking the
fight to GOC members

Royston La Hee – the longest serving
President of GOC who did not seek re-election
to the post last year

Veda Bruno-Victor – the powerful General
Secretary of the local Olympic committee
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My background is in banking and
finance. I am a Fellow of the
Chartered Institute of Bankers of
Nigeria. I began my career in
Banking over 25 years ago.
During my two and half decades
of professional stint in the indus-
try, I have established and made a
notable positive impact with mon-
umental track records. I enjoy
travelling around the world. At a
dinner event in Buckingham
Palace in the UK, an opportunity
afforded me to meet a friend who
introduced me to a highly connect-
ed individual. I have always
helped this friend of mine with tips
on articles related to fiscal and
monetary policies. When people
discuss difficult finance issues, I
have always provided creative
ideas and possible solutions that
help resolve their challenges and
concerns.
The individual I met was the High
Commissioner of Grenada to the
United Kingdom. We had some
strategic discussions that led to
her asking if I could help imple-
ment the ideas. She inquired:
"Can you do this in my country?"
This question piqued my interest.
Following the occasion, I was
invited to Grenada. Upon arrival, I

noticed the various opportunities
and benefits for Nigerians instead
of the “Japa” trend by leveraging
Grenada’s tremendous resources
and fostering cross-cultural
exchange by bringing in new
ideas and innovations Nigerians
could explore Grenada and bring
back valuable experiences to
Nigeria. This has been my mission
for the past two years.
1) It’s interesting you already
started with the background
and now I would like you to
share with us how you got to
become the Honorary Consul of
the Consulate of Grenada and
what your role entails.
I went to Grenada and handed
over my resume and personal pro-
file for deliberation. All required
paperwork and interviews were
completed, including international
security checks, as part of the due
diligence and background check
to ensure there were no criminal
histories or records. It was an
election period, two months after
the new Government assumed
power, I was contacted and invited
to Grenada by the Permanent
Secretary of the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs for Trade and
Investment for another thorough
evaluation. The new Prime
Minister was gracious and direct-
ed the confirmation of my appoint-
ment as The Honorary Consul,
effective immediately.
I received my letter of appoint-
ment afterwards and, then, the
journey began. Naturally, once
you are appointed by a country to
another country, you will need to
align with your host country, which
includes involving the Presidency
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
The accreditation and processes
took a while. It has been a journey
of two years so far.
My duty and responsibility are to
serve as the intermediary between
Grenada and Nigeria. There is a
need for us to harness all the tal-
ents and skills of the people of the
two nations together. My topmost
priority is to promote investment
and trade, and to foster collabora-
tion in areas such as education,
health, tourism, culture, cross-cul-
tural interactions, ideas and talent
sharing, waste management and
other critical areas. The consulate
also delivers consular services to
all Nigerians desiring travelling for
business, education and leisure.

This includes Nigerians pursuing
pathways for cit izenship by
enhancing seamless trade capaci-
ty and abundant investment
opportunities. We also provide
first-hand information for
enquiries, so that people do not
get defrauded by anyone or
agency.
2) What are some of those key
initiatives that are in place to
strengthen the relationship
between Nigeria and Grenada?
The first thing when you get such
a mandate is to find like minds
and identify skilled people, knowl-
edgeable individuals in economy,
investment and trade experts by
bringing them together. We have
been able to do that. Now, we are
putting together the Nigeria-
Grenada Chamber of Commerce.
That is the engine that would help
bring all the business people
together from the North, South,
East and West regions of Nigeria.
There was nothing like that before
now. We are also doing some
exchange where our people will
go there, some of them have been Abidemi Oluwagbenga Sonoiki (FCIB), the

Honorary Consul of the Honorary Consulate of
Grenada in Nigeria

Exploring New Horizons: Sonoiki unveils
initiatives for Nigeria-Grenada trade

(Continue on page 31)
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Climate change: Turning storms into ‘monsters’

A volunteer from Grenada Red Cross carries a bucket for water storage while
walking with a local woman in a community affected by Hurricane Beryl. ©
Susana Arroyo/IFRC

Unusually warm Atlantic
waters created a hurri-
cane that hit early and hit
hard. A personal look at
the human cost of a
changing climate through
the eyes of people caught
in Hurricane Beryl’s path.

Never before has a
Category 4 storm
emerged from the Atlantic
in June, the first month of
the six-month Atlantic
hurricane season. This is
the first time the region
been exposed so early in
the year to a hurricane
whose winds and heavy
rains cost lives and led to
such widespread dam-
age.

The extremely warm
waters of the South
Atlantic acted as fuel for
the storm, quickly turning
it into a major hurricane.
More than 1.2 mil l ion
people were affected in
Barbados, Grenada,
Jamaica and St Vincent
and the Grenadines, the
hardest hit islands.
This kind of early storm

could herald a future of
rapidly intensifying,

potential ly destructive
storms that wil l  leave
communities little time to
recover between disas-
ters, according to climate
scientists and hurricane
response experts.
But what does the link

between hurricanes and
the climate crisis mean to
the people most affected?
The IFRC’s
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Regional Manager for the
Americas Susana Arroyo
was on the island of
Carriacou four days after
Beryl hit. She spoke to
three families who agreed
to share what they went
through and what they
are feeling about the
future, with f ive more
months of hurricane sea-
son still ahead.
“This was not a hurri-
cane; this was some-
thing else. Climate
change has turned
storms into monsters, I
just want to run away.”
– Beatriz
Beatriz retired last year

and after 30 years work-
ing in the United States

decided to return to
Carriacou, her home
island. When she heard a
storm was coming, she
was not afraid - she had
been through it before.
She stocked up on water,
prepared her lantern, got
her animals to safety and
waited.

Beryl destroyed her
house, her possessions
and the memories of a
lifetime. "I'm too sad to
talk about what I'm going
through, but I want peo-

ple to know this: climate
change has turned
storms into monsters.”
“I am strong, but I am
not sure I can start from
scratch again and
again. Hurricane Beryl
took away my shop, my
house, my hope. I feel
desperate to think that
there are many more to
come.” - Leroy
Leroy, his wife and three

children ran a shop in
Carriacou, selling food
and groceries to neigh-

bors and tourists. He had
rebuilt his life there after
Hurricane Ivan in 2004
completely destroyed his
family's home and busi-
ness on Grenada, the
main island of the coun-
try's archipelago.
"I thought I had my
quota of destruction
with Ivan, but no, I still
had to deal with Beryl.”
Leroy said he wasn't

ready to show me what
was left of his home and
business. He'd been

there once after the hurri-
cane, and it was so heart-
breaking he didn't want to
go back.
He will eventually, he

said. And he will recover
and start all over again,
but it terrifies him to think
about the likelihood of
another hurricane wiping
it all out again. This year
alone, up to 25 storms
are forecast, up to 13 of
which could become hur-
ricanes, hopefully not as
devastating as Beryl.
“We were recovering
from a drought, now we
should recover from
Hurricane Beryl. I am
tired of recovering from
disasters, I just want a
safe life for me and my
children.” - Agnes
In the first half of 2024,

high temperatures and
lack of rainfall led to heat-
waves, f ires and a
drought that threatened
Grenada's water supply.
Just as the country was
recovering from the medi-
um-term effects of these
crises, Hurricane Beryl
hit.

"We needed moderate
and steady rains, not
heavy, short and destruc-
tive like Beryl," Agnes told
me, wondering how many
more disasters she and
her children would have
to face. The peak of the
rainy season is between
August and September,
but this is also when the
most frequent and
destructive storms occur.
Agnes hopes that, at
least this year, none of
them will hit Grenada’s
islands**.**
The road to recovery will

be a long one, volunteers
and local Red Cross staff
are already working hand
in hand with communities
to bring assistance, pro-
tection, & recovery sup-
port to the hardest-hit
famil ies through an
Emergency Appeal that
aims to reach 25,000
people across four of the
countries affected - Saint
Vincent and the
Grenadines, Grenada,
Barbados, and Jamaica.
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By Michael Bascombe
Medical doctor Deborah-
Ann Stephens-John has
reached a significant mile-
stone in her career.
The Paris 2024 Boxing

Unit's appointment of
her as a Ringside
Doctor for the Olympic
Games in Paris is a tes-
tament to her extensive
experience, knowledge,
expertise, and profes-
sionalism in sports
medicine.

Dr Stephens-John
arrived in Paris on
Tuesday and is now
part of an elite team of
officials for the highly
anticipated Olympic
boxing competit ions,
scheduled from July 27
to August 10.
Her selection as one of

the three female doc-
tors for the boxing
events is a historical
moment that speaks
volumes about her
exceptional capabilities
and the growing recog-
nition of female sports
professionals.

This achievement
underscores her profes-
sional standing and the
trust placed in her. The
other two females are
from Europe.
During the Olympic

Games, which will run
from July 26 to August
11, Dr Stephens-John
will play a pivotal role in
ensuring the safety and

Grenadian medical
doctor to officiate in
Paris Olympic Games

Deborah-Ann Stephens-John is already in Paris
for the Olympics
well-being of boxing
athletes.
Her role as a Ringside

Doctor is of the utmost
importance. It includes
monitoring the boxers'
health during bouts,
providing immediate
medical care, and mak-
ing critical decisions to
protect them from injury.
Dr Stephens-John's

appointment is a per-
sonal achievement and
a moment of pride for
Grenada, the
Caribbean, and Latin
America.
It's also historic that a

female technical dele-
gate has been appoint-
ed for the first time in
the 120 years of
Olympic boxing.
Her dedication to her

profession and contribu-
tions to sports medicine
have earned her a
place on the global
stage, where she will
represent both her
country and the field of
medical professionals.
Liang Yuan of China is

the Technical Delegate
for the Paris Olympic
Games Boxing
Competition.

The President of Kosovo,
Vjosa Osmani, who is
staying in New York where
the 78th session of the
United Nations Assembly
is being held, has held a
meeting with the Prime
Minister of Grenada,
Dickon Mitchell.
In this meeting, President

Osmani congratulated
Prime Minister Mitchell for
the reforms in his country
and emphasized that both

countries have the oppor-
tunity to exchange experi-
ences in this field.
"President Osmani also

stressed that this meeting
affirms the good diplomatic
relations between Kosovo
and Grenada, and in this
dispute she has laid out
the need for support for
Kosovo in an effort to
strengthen the internation-
al posit ion", the press
release of the Office of the

Presidency states.
Both leaders emphasized

the importance of main-
taining open lines of com-
munication and coopera-
tion to address common
challenges on the global
stage.
In the meeting, among

other things, bilateral
cooperation in areas of
mutual interest was dis-
cussed.

Osmani meets the Prime Minister
of Grenada: Good diplomatic

relations are affirmed
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As part of a thri l l ing
development, Ian
Sandy, a bus operator
of Happy Hil l ,  St.
George, was presented
with the Lotto Jackpot
cheque of EC$162,000
in a prize handover cer-
emony held at the
Esplanade Mall
Courtyard, St. George's. 
NLA Board Executive
Assistant Mrs. Candy
Alexander presented
Mr. Sandy with the win-
ning cheque in the pres-
ence of NLA employees
along with some mem-
bers of the public. 
When interviewed by

the Moderator Lexan
Fletcher, the latest Lotto
jackpot winner revealed
that he had nabbed the
winning ticket just about
an hour before the clos-
ing of sales on Monday,
June 17, 2024, at the
Pitch Pine Bar.
In the same vein, a jack-
pot seller’s certificate for
Pitch Pine Bar was dis-

played by NLA Marketing
Communications Assistant,
Mr. Amilcar George. 
The bus owner went on
to highlight that he was
an avid player of all the
National Lotteries
Authority (NLA) games.
At the time of the
Jackpot prize presenta-
tion ceremony, Mr.
Sandy admitted to still
being in a state of dis-
belief over the fact that
he had won the major
prize. He went on to call
the event a significant
blessing and surprise to
his life.
Delighted and grateful,
Mr. Sandy announced
his plans to invest part
of his winnings into his
personal growth and to
contribute an amount to
charity. 
He encouraged other
players to keep hope
alive and never give up
on the dream of winning
big with the NLA's
games.

NEW WINDSOR- From
Thursday, July 18,
2024, to Sunday,
August 4, 2024, around
100 International
WeLoveU Foundation
volunteers from seven
states across
Northeast America and
surrounding Carribean
Islands are traveling
into Grenada to help
with disaster relief in
the aftermath of
Hurricane Beryl.
The volunteers wil l
arrive on a week-by-
week rotation to carry
out cleanup efforts and
deliver essential sup-
plies to Carriacou and
Petit Martinique, where
98 percent of struc-
tures have been

WeLoveU volunteers pitch in to
help rebuild Grenada

Volunteers with WeLoveU

destroyed by the hurri-
cane.  WeLoveU
Chairwoman Zahng
Gil-jah received a for-
mal request for assis-
tance directly from
Grenada Prime
Minister Dickon
Mitchell after Beryl
made landfall.  The
Chairwoman is orga-
nizing a three-pronged
relief effort including
cleanup, fundraising,
and shipment of
essential supplies.
While volunteers trav-
el to the islands to con-
duct emergency
cleanup, WeLoveU vol-
unteers from the sur-
rounding areas of
Trinidad and the
Dominican Republic
are shipping relief sup-
plies into Grenada. 
Additionally, the foun-
dation has set the goal
to raise at least
$100,000 through its
newest landing page,
Grenada Emergency
Relief, dedicated to
supporting the call to
action.  WeLoveU will
also host a benefit con-
cert in New York City to
share hope and com-
fort with the people of
Grenada.  
The funds raised from

the concert will allow
the nonprofit to contin-
ue carrying out initia-
tives for Grenada.
“Whenever neighbors
are in need, it is time to
go and help,”
expressed WeLoveU
Chairwoman Zahng
Gil-jah. “How difficult it
must be for them; we
must give them hope.”  
WeLoveU initially met
Grenada’s Prime
Minister at the Fourth
International Conference
for Small Island
Developing States
(SIDS4), which took
place in Antigua and
Barbuda in May earlier
this year. 
Representatives of the
foundation expressed
the Chairwoman’s
eagerness to support
all people of the global
village – especially the
island nations suffering
most severely from cli-
mate change and ris-
ing sea levels.  
Through the relief

efforts, WeLoveU aims
to bring renewed hope
and a fresh start to the
resil ient people of
Carriacou and
Grenada, helping them
to rebuild their l ives
and their communities. 

“St. George Bus
Operator Wins
Lotto jackpot”

Ian Sandy -a bus operator of Happy Hill, St. George,
display his cheque of EC$162,000

A         
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INVESTMENT MIGRATION AGENCY GRENADA (IMA) 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY – HEAD OF INVESTMENT MIGRATION DIASPORIC AFFAIRS 
 
Grenada’s Investment Migration programme has directly contributed over US$1.6 billion dollars to Government's 
revenues during the past ten years of its operations, which has significantly impacted growth within the Grenadian 
economy. The inward investment it promotes has led to the creation of sustainable long-term employment, specialist 
training, and the general broadening of skills for numerous Grenadians.  
 

In its quest to foster connections between Grenada and its Investment Migration (IM) diaspora, with due regard for 
economy, efficiency, and effectiveness, in accordance with best practices, the Investment Migration Agency (IMA) 
Grenada is inviting applications from suitably qualified Grenadian nationals to fill the position of Head of Investment 
Migration Diasporic Affairs.   The position will be based on island and will report to the Chief Executive Officer.  
 

The successful candidate will be required to: 
• Drive the implementation of the approved strategic Initiatives of the IM Diasporic Office. 
• Prepare and implement the Annual Business Plan and Budget of the IM Diasporic Office. 
• Facilitate communication and engagement between the IMA and the IM diaspora community.  
• Organize and execute events, utilizing various communication channels to keep the IM diaspora informed about 

investment opportunities in Grenada. 
• Understand, analyze, and resolve barriers to Grenada’s influence in major centres of the IM Diaspora using direct 

and indirect communication strategies. 
• Develop and maintain a program that encourages the CBI diaspora members to contribute to the economic 

development of Grenada through investments, sponsorship and major significant donations to social projects and 
other forms of support. 

• Design and implement strategies and programs to encourage and facilitate the transfer of skills, knowledge, and 
expertise from the IM diaspora to Grenada. 

• Design and implement systems and protocols for working with the relevant ministries, agencies, and private sector 
bodies to access skills from the IM Diaspora that can strengthen their enterprises and contribute to the growth 
and development of Grenada.   

• Attain all Key Performance Targets of the IM Diasporic Office. 
 

The successful candidate should possess, at minimum: 
• A Post Graduate degree from an accredited institution in Management| International Relations |Finance | 

Business | Economics | Marketing | Public Relations or Communication, with at least 5 years’ experience working 
in a senior managerial position in a corporate or statutory entity. 

• Professional accreditation in Accounting or Finance 
• Excellent research and analytical skills with a successful track record in pursuing long-term goals. 
• Excellent emotional intelligence and negotiation skills. 
• Proficient in Microsoft Office suite and collaboration tools. 

 
Interested Grenadian professionals who meet/exceed these requirements are invited to submit their application 
(including names and contact information of three (3) references) by Email ONLY to hr@imagrenada.gd with the subject 
line “Application – Head of IM Diasporic Affairs”. The deadline for the receipt of applications is Monday August 19th, 
2024. 
 

Only shortlisted applicants will be contacted! 
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The Davids’ to pay back millions to Co-op bank
* From page 7
the Law Firm acted for the
Bank in a legal advisory
capacity from time to time
and did legal work on
behalf of the Bank. Mr.
Cosmos St. Bernard was
for some time, chairman
of the Board of the Bank
until he retired from that
capacity in the year 2010.
[96] For the purposes of
SSL’s business, Mrs.
Robertson states, SSL
from time to time made
requests of the Bank for
loans and credit advances
which were generally
granted by the Bank. She
testifies that the Bank pro-
vided SSL with l iberal
financial assistance in the
very early period of the
banking relationship, but
the Bank struggled to
obtain necessary financial
information from the
claimants to properly
monitor and control their
account. In this regard,
the Banks’ concerns
about the handling of the
SSL’s accounts were a
constant theme in letters
exchanged between Mr.
DeFreitas and the Davids.
Mrs. Robertson recalls
that Mr. DeFreitas con-
fronted the Davids’ about
their fai lure to provide
audited financial state-
ments to the Bank,
despite frequent requests.
During those discourses,
Mr. DeFreitas pointed out
that the Davids’ conduct-
ed SSL’s business in a
very ad hoc fashion and
warned that the Bank
would not continue to pay

SSL’s suppliers at a
moment’s notice. By
2009, the Davids’ still had
not provided financial
statements to the Bank.
Mrs. Robertson testifies
that Mr. DeFreitas wrote
to the claimants, remind-
ing them of the Bank’s
high exposure by their
requests for funding
which remained unse-
cured and lamenting the
fact that the Bank was
unaware of SSL’s finan-
cial standing.
[97] Mrs. Robertson
explains that it was as a
result of Mr. DeFreitas’
insistence that the
claimants agreed to con-
vey the Point Salines
property as security to
secure the Bank’s expo-
sure, which by 2009 was
$5 million. This property
was transferred from the
Davids to SSL, and then
to the Bank to secure the
$5 million dollars owed by
SSL at that t ime. Mrs.
Robertson testifies that
the instructions for this
transaction were given to
the Law Firm by Mr.
DeFreitas. Mrs.
Robertson also points out
that the Bank made the
offer of restructuring in
2008, but that the Davids
did not provide financial
statements or security to
the Bank until 2009. This
failure by the claimants,
Mrs. Robertson says,
caused the arrangements
proposed in 2008 not to
be put in place until 2009.
[98] When the Davids’ first
commenced doing busi-

ness with the Bank, Mrs.
Robertson testifies, they
did so as ordinary cus-
tomers, and they never
sought financial or busi-
ness advice from the
Bank. In this regard, the
Bank never adopted the
role of business and
financial advisor, but was
merely a lender. Mrs.
Robertson recounts that
the Davids professed to
be educated business-
people, as Mr. David was
an accountant/business-
man and Mrs. David an
engineer/financial manag-
er. She confirms that they
were always in control of
SSL’s financial affairs,
and hired people to man-
age SSL. Mrs. Robertson
recalls that the Bank
made it plain to the
claimants that it did not
permit restructurings more
than twice in a five-year
period. Thus, with the
fresh start afforded to SSL
by the Bank, the
claimants should have
been able to manage their
affairs with prudence to
avoid operational prob-
lems.
[99] As to the 2011
restructurings, when the
offer of a second loan was
made to SSL, Mrs.
Robertson says that the
Bank sent the claimants
an offer letter which was
signed by the Davids and
sealed by SSL. Mrs.
Robertson notes that the
Davids signed personal
guarantees as additional
security for $7.9 million
dollars in the later months
of 2011. Mrs. Robertson

asks the court to reject
the argument that the
Davids did not know or
understand what they
were doing when they vis-
ited the Law Firm, and
that they did not agree to
provide personal guaran-
tees.
[100] As to the allegation
that the Bank failed to
advise the Davids to
obtain independent legal
advice, Mrs. Robertson
relies on the records
show that throughout the
Bank’s long relationship
with the claimants, there
was never any complaint
when the claimants were
receiving substantial
loans unsecured. Mrs.
Robertson recalls that the
claimants would simply

call or send a brief note to
the Bank requesting
advances, which the Bank
honoured and the Davids’
used for their benefit. At
all times, the Davids’ dealt
with the Bank on an equal
footing, and Mrs.
Robertson recites that
there was never a situa-
tion where any of the
claimants was the sole
customer of the Bank.
[101] In fact, Mrs.
Robertson says, the Bank
never sought to obtain
security for sums
advanced to a sole cus-
tomer by using property
which was in the joint
names of 2 customers, to
the detriment of either.
Equally, the Davids’ were
on equal footing, as they
both jointly owned SSL,
and they suffered no detri-
ment by any action taken
by the Bank. As far as Ms.
Robertson is aware, the
Davids enjoyed an attor-
ney/cl ient relationship
with the Law Firm prior to
becoming customers of
the Bank, and for these
reasons, she rejects any
suggestion that the Bank
owed a duty to the
claimants to advise them
on the need for indepen-
dent legal counsel, which
it failed to discharge.
[102] Mrs. Robertson tes-
tifies that the Bank’s con-
cern with the claimants
has always been centred
on the manner in which
the Davids’ handled SSL’s
business affairs, as the
Bank struggled with the
Davids’ poor f inancial
management, and inex-
plicable use of SSL’s
income. Mrs. Robertson is
of the view that the Bank
could only conclude that
the Davids never wanted
to provide security for the
monies advanced by the
Bank to SSL. She prays
that the claimants’ claim is
dismissed, and judgment
be given on the counter-
claim. She points out that
the amount owing to the
Bank as of 12th January
2018 was $10, 934, 987.
97, inclusive of interest.
THE LAW FIRM’S EVI-

DENCE
[103] The Law Firm called

3 witnesses in support of
their case, Mr. Cosmos
Allan St. Bernard, Ms.
Deborah St. Bernard, and
Mr. Trevor St. Bernard.
SUMMARY OF MR. COS-
MOS ST. BERNARD’S
WITNESS STATEMENT
[104] Mr. St. Bernard was
an attorney and head of
the Law Firm since 1977.
He was the longest serv-
ing practit ioner in
Grenada, having been
called to the bar in 1951,
and appointed Her
Majesty’s Counsel in
1996. Since the opening
of the Bank, he testified
that the Law Firm has
always been the Bank’s
attorneys and until 2012,
the Law Firm solely han-
dled the preparation of all
the Bank’s mortgage doc-
uments. Shortly after
being appointed Her
Majesty’s Council, Mr. St.
Bernard gradually dele-
gated responsibil i ty
regarding the preparation
of mortgage documents
for the Bank to his son Mr.
Trevor St. Bernard.
[105] Having delegated
this responsibility, he was
not involved in the day-to-
day matters relating to
instructions for preparing
mortgage documents, and
would only intermittently
acquaint himself with
same. Mr. St. Bernard
said that the Bank would
issue instructions to the
Law Firm, and the Law
Firm would conduct the
requisite searches at the
relevant registries to
ascertain the sufficiency
of title of the securities
offered by mortgagees.
Mr. St. Bernard also con-
firmed that he served on
the Bank’s Board of
Directors for 34 years,
and in the last 9 years as
Chairman. In his capacity
as director of the Bank,
he also confirmed that he
was part of the decision-
making arm of the Bank
which determined the via-
bility of applications for
loans. However, the loan
approval process was
based on the unanimous
approval of the Bank’s
board, guided by the rec-
ommendations made by
the loans committee and
submitted to the board of
directors.
[106] During his tenure as
director of the board of
the Bank, Mr. St. Bernard
said that he never unilat-
erally decided or influ-
enced any approvals for
loans for any applicant.
During his tenure at the
Bank, and in his 87th year
as an attorney, Mr. St.
Bernard stated that his
reputation has never been
sullied and he has never
been brought before any
disciplinary committee or
judicial body for any alle-
gation of any nature, save
and except the case at
bar. He expressed that
Mrs. David and his
daughter, Ms. Deborah
St. Bernard are siblings,
but denied that the Law
Firm was retained by SSL

and the Davids to prepare
the mortgage documents
in favour of the Bank. Mr.
St. Bernard denied that
he or the Law Firm owed
SSL and the Davids any
duty, fiduciary or other-
wise, and he also denied
the allegation of misrepre-
sentation and conspira-
tion as pleaded by SSL
and the Davids. He
closed with stating that
the claim against himself
and the Law Firm was
without merit and ought
properly to be dismissed.
SUMMARY OF MS. DEB-
ORAH ST. BERNARD’S
WITNESS STATEMENT
[107] Ms. St. Bernard is
an attorney, who joined
the Law Firm after her
retirement from the
Grenada Public Service in
February 1999. She has
practiced at the Law Firm
for the last 19 years. She
states that she is respon-
sible for instituting litiga-
tion on behalf of the
Bank’s loan recovery
department. In her capac-
ity as an attorney, Ms. St.
Bernard testif ies, Mrs.
David requested that she
assist with the preparation
of letters and other docu-
ments from time to time,
but the Law Firm was
never retained by either
SSL or the Davids, as this
was never discussed
between them or consid-
ered.
[108] Sometime prior to
March 2009, Ms. St.
Bernard recalls that the
Bank requested that she
prepare a conveyance of
property situate at Point
Saline, St. George’s from
the ownership in the
name of the Davids to
SSL. Ms. St. Bernard tes-
tifies that the instruction
letter received by the Law
Firm from the Bank refer-
enced the Bank’s under-
standing that the Davids’
wished to convey the
Point Saline property to
SSL and then to execute
a mortgage over same.
Ms. St Bernard states that
it is grossly disingenuous
for the Davids to allege
that they were completely
unaware of the Voluntary
Conveyance. Indeed, she
recalls that Mrs. David got
irritated with her about
that conveyance, and
complained that she was
not promptly preparing it.
[109] Prior to being
served with this claim, Ms.
St Bernard recalls that
she was very close to
Mrs. David, as they have
the same mother, who is
now deceased. She is
Ms. St Bernard’s only sis-
ter residing in Grenada.
Prior to the claim, Ms. St.
Bernard recites that on
Sundays, Mrs. David
drove to her home before
7 am to pick her up for
their beach stroll, which
she cherished. Ms. St.
Bernard was of the view
that Mrs. David also cher-
ished those walks as a
time for physical exercise
and bonding between
{Continue on page 21}

 
   

 
  

   
 
  
  

 
  

  
   

   
  
     

   
  
   
   

   
 

  
  

   
   

  
   
  
 

    
  

    
   
    

 
  
  

  
    

   
   
   

  
  
   

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
 

  
  

    
   

    
  

   
    
  
 

 
   

   
   
    

  
  

 
   

   
  
    

   
    

  
 
 

   
  

 
  

  
  

  
  

   
    
  
  
   

   
 

  
  

   
   
 
  
 

 
  

   
  

   
   

   
   

  
 

   
  
  

   
   

    
 

   
  

   
  

   
  

  
  
   

   
  

   
  
  

   
 

  
    

 
 

   
   

  
   

  
  

  
   

   
  

   

      
    

   
  

  
  

   
   
   

   
   

  
   

  
  

   
    

   
  

   
   

  
 

  
  

 
 

  
    

  
 

   
   

   
  

   
  

   
   
  

 
   

  
  

   
 

  
   

   

  
 

   
  

  
    

  
  
  

   
  

 
   

  
   
  
  

   
  

  
    

  
  
   

 
  

  
  
  

  
   

Attorney-at law Deborah St Bernard
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Building Trust and Inspiring Confidence Celebrating 35 years of
the advancement of Grenada’s National Quality Infrastructure

In today's world, where
global trade and consumer
expectations reign
supreme, the foundation of
trust lies in reliable stan-
dards and a robust quality
infrastructure. 
From the products we use
daily to the services we
depend upon, adherence to
quality measures is crucial
for ensuring safety, reliabili-
ty and overall satisfaction.
The Grenada Bureau of
Standards celebrates thirty-
five (35) years of working
assiduously to develop the
National Quality
Infrastructure of Grenada. 
Established under the

Standards Act of 1989, the
Grenada Bureau of
Standards journey over the
past 35 years, has been
one of evolution. The
Bureau continues to evolve
as the demand for quality
infrastructure services has
become more relevant and
is now a fundamental
requirement for economic
and social development.   
A Quality infrastructure
encompasses the institu-

tions, policies and practices
(standards and technical
regulations) that support
conformity assessment,
metrology (the science of
measurement), testing, cer-
tification and accreditation. 
It forms the backbone of a
nation's quality assurance
framework, providing the
necessary infrastructure to
verify compliance with stan-
dards and regulations. In
2019, on the advice from
the Bureau of Standards,
the Government of Grenada
approved a National Quality
Policy for use within the
State of Grenada. 
The Quality Policy is a
legal instrument that the
Government can use to pro-
mote economic develop-
ment, as well as environ-
ment and social well-being
and this was a huge accom-
plishment for Grenada.
Standards are the bench-
marks against which prod-
ucts, services, and process-
es are evaluated. 
They establish a common-
ality that facilitates consis-
tency, reliability and efficien-

cy. A system of standards
not only aids in enhancing
product quality but also pro-
motes innovation. 
By setting clear expecta-
tions and benchmarks,
standards encourage com-
panies to continually
improve their offerings. To
date, the Grenada Bureau
of Standards maintains a
library of 188 standards and
28 technical regulations. 
In addit ion to this, the
Bureau has developed sev-
eral conformity assessment
programmes under its port-
folio, to ensure that goods
and services meet the
requirements of the relevant
standards.  
Another great achievement
for the Bureau of Standards
occurred in 2016, when it
became the first standards
bureau within the
Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States (OECS),
to have its Analytical
Chemistry Laboratory
accredited to the interna-
tional standard ISO/IEC
17025 General
Requirements for the

Competence of Testing and
Calibration Laboratories. 
This was a formal indica-
tion that the Bureau of
Standards has the ability to
provide internationally rec-
ognized testing services to
the Grenadian public and
enable businesses within
the state of Grenada, to
access international mar-
kets with ease. Since then,
the Bureau has worked
steadfastly to ensure that
this accreditation is main-
tained annually.
This year, we applaud the

invaluable foundation of
standards and quality that
shapes Grenadian liveli-
hood. Standards are the
cornerstone upon which
trust and innovation thrive.
We recognize the many
professionals and organiza-
tions who uphold these
benchmarks with unwaver-
ing commitment. We
acknowledge the power of
certification schemes that
not only validate compli-
ance but also demonstrates
a pledge to deliver excel-
lence and reliability to cus-

tomers and stakeholders.
Certification not only serves
as a mark of quality but also
as a competitive advantage
in the marketplace. It instills
confidence among con-
sumers, regulators, and
business partners, fostering
trust and facilitating interna-
tional trade. 
As we reflect on the jour-
ney throughout the past 35
years, we ask that you con-
tinue to champion the prin-
ciples of quality and stan-
dards. Together, we can
forge a consciousness

where reliability, integrity
and sustainability will define
every endeavor. In the near
future, we look towards the
launch of our new laborato-
ries, which marks a signifi-
cant milestone in our com-
mitment towards promoting
standards and quality
throughout the state of
Grenada. 
As we celebrate this

anniversary, we thank both
the present and past staff
members; Standards
Council and technical com-
mittee members; the local,
regional and international
partners and all Grenadians
who have contributed to
building and fostering a cul-
ture of quality for our nation.
Let us celebrate the
achievements made possi-
ble by a robust National
Quality Infrastructure.
Investing in quality is not
just a matter of compliance,
it is a strategic decision that
pays dividends in market
access and sustainable
growth. 
Here's to a world where the
pursuit of quality remains a
steadfast beacon and
where standards and quali-
ty pave the way for a
brighter tomorrow.
Cheers to 35 years!

Staff members of the Grenada Bureau of Standards
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BRIDGETOWN, Barbados
– The Caribbean’s abil-
i ty to expand trade
hinges on establishing
intra-regional logistic
partnerships and build-
ing stronger public-pri-
vate sector alliances.
This was the consen-
sus among policymak-
ers, private sector
leaders, and technical
experts convened by
the Caribbean
Development Bank
(CDB) to discuss
imperatives for facilitat-
ing trade in the sub-
region at the recent
seminar, Accelerating
Development:  Optimising
Trade Connectivity and
Logistics for Growth.
Labour efficiency, digi-
talisation, and upgrad-
ing infrastructure to
enhance port opera-
tions were among the
areas identif ied as
levers for tr iggering
immediate improve-
ments.

Additionally, consistent
regulatory environ-
ments to support busi-
ness operations were
called for, along with
regional collaboration
to create hubs and
economies of scale,
despite the complex
political landscape.
CDB’s Director of

Economics, Ian
Durant, presented find-
ings from separate
studies the Bank com-
missioned on logistics
performance in
Grenada and Saint
Lucia last year, which
revealed that “almost
identical” constraints
were affecting both
countries.
The issues include
limited berthing capaci-
ty and equipment,
restricted container
loading times, high
shipping rates, outdat-
ed tariff structures,
absence of cold stor-
age at some points,

long inspection times,
aging port infrastruc-
ture, and ineff icient
labour practices.
Durant stressed the
importance of unified
public and private sec-
tor voices to address
these challenges.
“One of the core rec-
ommendations [from
the studies] is the need
to build and strengthen
consensus around
what should be done to
improve logistics
between the public
sector and the private
sector,” he said. 
Darwin Telemaque,
Port Manager at the
Antigua and Barbuda
Port Authority, voiced
concerns that ineffi-
ciencies at regional
ports hinder maritime
traffic.
“When you look at
why we should
improve the efficien-
cies of labour, digitali-
sation, and infrastruc-

Strengthening Intra-Regional Logistics and Public-Private
Alliances Key to Caribbean Trade Expansion

tial to our existence,”
he said.
Shipping Association
of Jamaica President,
Corah Ann Robertson-
Sylvester, indicated
that a good example
had been set by
Jamaica where private-
ly-owned ports have
been brought up to a
“first-world standard”
and, due to the coun-
try’s strategic location
directly in front of the
Panama Canal, serve
as a hub for inter-
regional cargo. 
She also cited com-

petitive intra-regional
trade as a catalyst for
the growth of shipping
and supporting indus-
tries, stating, “We need
to look at how we're
going to move the
cargo intraregionally,
between our islands, at
competitive cost. You
have to have the busi-
ness there, and then
the shipping lines will
follow.”  
Senior Director of the

Canada Commercial

Corporation, Wilson
Pearce discussed the
challenges posed by a
lack of economies of
scale and inconsistent
regulatory environ-
ments.
He called for the pub-
lic sector to establish a
consistent, rel iable
environment to facili-
tate business opera-
tions. 
“What can the public
sector do to establish a
consistent, rel iable
environment at a regu-
latory level, with
respect to the environ-
ment for the opera-
tions? A lot of our com-
panies, when we talk
to them, start to pull
away: they're unsure
about the regulatory
environment, it’s incon-
sistent, and you've got
a series of relatively
small markets for
which you have to
make major adjust-
ments in terms of how
you interact,” he
explained.  
World Bank Program

Leader for the
Caribbean and Latin
America, Fatima
Arroyos, advocated for
“a multi-sectorial per-
spective,” urging a
regional approach
despite the complex
political landscape.
“Instead of thinking
about individual coun-
tries trading, there is a
need to think about
building hubs and
economies of scale.
But at the same time,
what we see in reality
is that politically, the
discussion is much
more complex than
that. So, how can we
move forward in the
context of the political
economy in the
region?” 

Accelerating
Development: Optimising
Trade Connectivity and
Logistics for Growth was
one of several knowl-
edge-sharing events
hosted by the CDB at its
54th Annual Meeting
which was held in June
in Ottawa, Canada. 

The faces of some of the key players in the public/private partnership
ture, it is because our
ports are quintessen-
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On Friday, July 19th,
the Grenada Hotel and
Tourism Association
(GHTA) received a sub-
stantial donation from
its sister organization,
the St. Lucia Hotel and
Tourism Association
(SLHTA), in response to
the recent impact of
Hurricane Beryl on the
region. 
The solidarity and sup-
port demonstrated by
SLHTA have been
instrumental in provid-
ing much-needed relief
to affected areas in
Grenada.
Following the devasta-
tion caused by
Hurricane Beryl, GHTA
CEO Arlene Friday
received a compassion-
ate phone call from her
counterpart at SLHTA,
offering assistance and
asking what was need-
ed. 
Without hesitation,

SLHTA mobilized a hur-
ricane supply drive from
July 4th-July 12th with
member companies and

private citizens to sup-
port rel ief efforts in
Grenada. They char-
tered a boat to transport
essential supplies to the
sister islands of
Carriacou and Petite
Martinique, providing
critical aid to those in
need.
Arlene Friday, in her
role as GHTA CEO,
coordinated the relief
items upon their arrival
in Grenada. Reflecting
on the overwhelming
support from regional
partners, she expressed
gratitude for the out-
pouring of generosity,
stating, "The significant
value of cultivating rela-
tionships and the role of
our regional private sec-
tor partners cannot be
understated. 
The support we have
received from our
friends in St. Lucia has
been truly remarkable.
This collaborative effort
highlights the strength
of Caribbean unity and
solidarity in times of cri-

sis. We are truly
stronger together."
The donation from

SLHTA exemplifies the
power of collaboration
and the importance of
mutual aid within the
Caribbean hospitality
industry. By working
together and extending
a helping hand to one
another, these organi-
zations are reinforcing
the spirit of community
and resil ience in the
face of adversity.
GHTA extends heartfelt
appreciation to SLHTA
and the private sector
community of St. Lucia
for their unwavering
support and generosity
during this challenging
time. 

The partnership
between these two
associations serves as
a shining example of
regional cooperation
and solidarity, showcas-
ing the positive impact
that can be achieved
through collective
action.

GHTA Receives Generous Donation from
St. Lucia Hotel and Tourism Association

(SLHTA) in Hurricane Relief Efforts

Arlene Friday with donated goods from St. Lucia

The Melissa Anne en route to Grenada packed with relief supplies
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Port of Spain,
Trinidad and Tobago
– As part of its efforts
to revital ize the
Caribbean's cocoa
industry to enhance
food security, the Food
and Agriculture
Organization of the
United Nations (FAO)
has been strengthen-
ing the sector's foun-
dations as a crucial
undertaking. FAO in
partnership with the
University of the West
Indies Cocoa
Research Centre in
Trinidad and Tobago
hosted a Master Class
in Chocolate Making
for chocolatiers in the
Caribbean.
The four-day work-
shop which was
attended by choco-
latiers from Saint
Lucia, Dominica,
Grenada and Trinidad
and Tobago, was
championed by Chef
Régis Bouet, a renown
chocolatier with 30

Caribbean Chocolatiers participate in a Master
Class to advance their chocolate-making skills

(Back rows:) Caribbean Chocolatiers participants 
(Front row:)Anne Desrochers and Renata Clarke, FAO’s Subregional Coordinator and Chef
Régis Bouet

years experience as
Research and
Development Director
of the French choco-
late maker Weiss and
finalist of the Meilleur
Ouvrier de France
chocolatier confiseur.
Throughout the work-
shop the participants
gained an understand-
ing of how quality is
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d
throughout the cocoa
value chain, while
developing an
enhanced sense of
taste, aroma and
value-added products
of chocolate, as well
as linking with impor-
tant workspace and
equipment require-
ments.  
During the training,
they learnt critical pro-
cedures and stages of
roasting, use of cocoa
butter and perfecting
the art of the pre-crys-

tallization process and
understanding factors
impacting taste and
shelf life for high quali-
ty chocolate. 
Participants also

learnt the science
behind making
ganache, panning
techniques and differ-
ent recipes for quality
value-added products. 
“I am really grateful for
this opportunity. I've
been learning a lot of
new things about  pre-
crystallization and how
chocolate is really
made” stated Jamal
Prince, a participant
from Dominica.  Jamal
has been  making
cocoa cubes and pow-
ders, including instant
cocoa beverage for 15
years, and started cul-
tivating his own cocoa
trees three years ago.  
“ The training was phe-
nomenal and I learnt a
lot of new techniques
in chocolate making.  It
will help me get ready
to export my products
regionally and interna-
tionally”, expressed
Maria Jackson, anoth-
er participant and
owner of Cacoa Sainte
Lucie, a small business
that produces gourmet
chocolates in Saint
Lucia. 
Her business started
off in a small retrofitted
garage, but has grown
and evolved with a
team of 15 employees,
creating a wide range
of cocoa-based prod-
ucts, including choco-
late bars, bonbons,
cocoa sticks, candles,
soaps and more. 
Meanwhile, Chef

Régis Bouet, spoke on
the success of the
workshop, He com-
mented that, “What
was intended to be a
training course turned
into a convivial
moment of sharing with
motivated people. I
was delighted to give
them as much as I
could”.
Anne Desrochers,

Plant Production and
Protection Specialist
with FAO indicated that

“The advanced master
class on chocolate
making was designed
for Caribbean choco-
latiers actively involved
in chocolate making
and cocoa processing,
who were looking to
enhance the quality of
their products and
share experiences with
other chocolatiers”.
The training covered
critical aspects of qual-
ity chocolate making in
addition to the com-
mercial aspects of run-
ning a viable business.
Ms. Desrochers
expressed that this
approach was particu-
larly important to
ensure the sustainabili-
ty of businesses given
that Caribbean Small
Island Developing
States (SIDS) are vul-
nerable to natural dis-
asters. 
“The critical aspects of
cocoa processing and
high quality chocolate
confectionery were dis-
cussed through theory,
demonstration ses-
sions and hands-on
practice. 
This highly anticipated
training, which focused
on key areas of skill
set development for
chocolate makers in
the region, generated
high interest and was
very well received by
participants from
across the Caribbean”,
she expressed.
According to the
International Cocoa
Organization (ICCO),
the relatively small
share of fine flavour
cocoa world exports is
estimated at approxi-
mately 12%, Latin
America and the
Caribbean being the
main exporting region,
accounting for 90% of
the world exports. 
The balmy tempera-
tures of the Caribbean
islands are ideal for
growing cocoa trees,
and some of the
world’s finest and most
flavourable cocoa are
produced in the region. 

   
    
   

 
    
  

    
  
 
  

    
  

    
     
   

  
  
    

   
   
    
   

    

    
  
  
   
   

    
   
  

  
   

   
    

 
  
   
   

    
   
    

   
   

   
  

    

   
  
  

   
   

    
  

  
   

  
    

  
    
   
  

  
  

  
   

  
   

  

    
   

  

    

        
      

   
   

 
   

    
    

 
    
    

  
    
   

   
  

   
   

   
  

  
 

  
    
  
  

    
    

  
    
  
   
     
  
  
   

A  
  

   
   
  

 
 

   
  

  
     

  
  

  
  

  
    

   
 
  

  
    

     
    
   

   
  
    
   

     
 

   
   
  

   
   

  
  
   

    
  

   
 
   
  

  
  

   
   

   
   

   
 

    
  
  

  
    

   
   

   
A   

    
  

    
  
   
  
   
 
  

  
  

  
  

 
 

    
    

   
  

  
   
   
    
   
  

   

   
    

  
    

  
   

  
   

  
   
   

  
   

  
  

   
  

   
   
    

  
   

  
     
     
   

   
  
  
  

   

  
     
    

    
   
   
  

   
  

  
   

    
    

  
   
   

  
   

     
   

   
    

 
  
  

   
   

  
   

    
     

  
    
  

  
     

    
  

   
  
 
    

   
   

   
    
   

   

          
Page 18.qxp_page 18  25/07/2024  2:21 PM  Page 1



REGIONAL NEWS THE NEW TODAY Fri., July 26, 2024    Page 19

        
    
     
    

    
    

    
   

   
     
    

    
    

  
  

    
    

   
  
    
    

   
   

    
  

   
  

  
  

   
   

  
    
   
   

  
   

  
   

   
   

  
   
  
  

   
   
    
    

   
    

   
  

    
  

   
  
   

   
    
   

  
  
   

    
   

 
  

     
   

  
   

   
   

   
    

   
   

    
     
    
    

  
   

   
    

 
   

    
   
    

   
   

    
   

  
  

    
     
    

  

    
  

    
   
   

   
    
   
   

   
   

  
   
  

    
 
    

 
    
    
  

    
   

   
    

    
  

    
   

    
   

  
    
   
  

    
  

     
   

   
   

    
    
   

   
  

  
   

    
   

    
   

    
  

    
    
     

  

    
    

   
  
  

   
   
  

   
   
   

 
  

   
  

      
  

   
   

    
    
     

  
  

    
    

   
   

   
   

   
  
    

   
    
    

   
   

    
   
    
    

      
   

   
 

     
  

    
   
   

    
   

    
   

   
   
    
   
   
    
   

   
   

  
  

   
   

     
   

   
    

   
    

    
  

    
    

    
    
    

   
   
    

    
   
   

   
   

   
  

 
    

    
    
    
  

  
     

  
  

   
    
    

   
   

    
    
   

  
  

   
  

 
  

  
      

  
  

   
    
   

  
  

  
  

   
    
   
    
   

   
  
  

    
  

    
    

   
   

      
   

    
    
    

    
   
   
   

  
   

   
    

  
   

    

    
    

    
    
   
   
   
    

     
    

   
   

    
   

  
    
    

    
   
   

  
   
    
    

    
  

     
   
     
    
   
    

   
  

    
   

   
   
    

   
   

   
  

 
    

   
    

  
   
   
    

     
    
   
    

  
   

     
  

   
   

    
    

    
   

     
  

   

   
   
   

   
   
   

   
   

    
    
   
    
    
   
   
   

   
    

   
    

   
    
   

   
  

    
   

  
   

   
   
    

   
    
    
    
   
    
   
     

   
  

    
      

   
   

    
    
    

   
  

   

Bridgetown, Barbados
– The Pan American
Health Organization
(PAHO) is supporting
the health response in
affected Caribbean
countries following the
devastating passage of
Hurricane Beryl.
Hurricane Beryl, the
earliest ever recorded
Category 5 hurricane in
the North Atlantic, hit
the eastern Caribbean
on 1 July as a high-end
Category 4 storm caus-
ing significant destruc-
tion, particularly to the
islands of Grenada and
St. Vincent and the
Grenadines. Beryl
directly affected over
80,000 people across
the two countries and
caused 11 deaths in
those locations. The
hurricane also led to
widespread damage to
infrastructure, including
to at least 15 health
facilities rendered inop-
erable.
“Our hearts go out to
the people of Grenada
and St. Vincent and the
Grenadines,” PAHO
Director Dr. Jarbas
Barbosa said, highlight-
ing PAHO’s support.
“PAHO is with you in
every step to rebuild
and restore access to
health in affected com-
munities,” he added.
During the immediate
aftermath of the hurri-
cane, PAHO activated
its emergency response
mechanisms to provide
crit ical support to
Grenada and St.
Vincent and the
Grenadines, through its
Emergency Operation
Centers in Barbados
and Washington D.C.,
as well as its specialists
stationed in both coun-
tries, who act as first
responders on the
ground.
PAHO experts in the
areas of water and sani-
tation, health facil i ty
damage assessment,
environmental health,
and logistics, have been
deployed to the islands
to assess the situation
on the ground and coor-
dinate the response
alongside local health
authorit ies. PAHO
assisted with the com-
pletion of a comprehen-
sive assessment report
and budget for the pro-

vision of water, sanita-
tion and hygiene for St
Vincent and the
Grenadines. The
Government approved
this report and allocated
1 mil l ion Eastern
Caribbean dollars
(US$370,000) to facili-
tate the implementation
of the recommenda-
tions. Detailed damage
assessment and esti-
mates for the restora-
tion of health facilities is
also being undertaken.
With logistical support
from the World Food
Program (WFP) and the
Barbados Defense
Force, PAHO rapidly
mobilized critical relief
items from its strategic
reserve in Panama to
support immediate
response operations in
affected communities.
Water purif ication
tablets, water testing
kits, water pumps, and
generators were deliv-
ered in Grenada and
Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines to be used
at local health facilities
impacted by Hurricane
Beryl.
These deployments
and donations aim to
support countries in
ensuring the provision
of essential health care
services and also help
reduce the risk of dis-
ease outbreaks.
PAHO has also sup-
ported the implementa-
tion of surveillance in
emergency shelters in
both Grenada and Saint
Vincent and the
Grenadines to monitor
and mitigate potential
health risks, and contin-
ues to work closely
national health authori-
ties to strengthen their
routine surveillance sys-
tems.
PAHO also activated
the regional network of
Emergency Medical
Teams (EMT). These
are teams of health pro-
fessionals (doctors,
nurses, physiothera-
pists, etc.) that support
local health systems by
providing direct clinical
care to people affected
by emergencies and
disasters. With support
from Samaritan’s Purse,
two EMTs have been
deployed so far. These
teams are self-suff i-
cient, ensuring no addi-

PAHO supports Grenada and St. Vincent and
the Grenadines following Hurricane Beryl

tional burden is placed
on host countries.
PAHO continues to

monitor the situation
closely and stands pre-
pared to provide addi-
tional support as need-
ed. The organization is
working in close coordi-
nation with international
and regional partners to
ensure a comprehen-
sive and collaborative
response to this emer-
gency and to provide a
full assessment of the
hurricane’s impact on
the health and wellbe-
ing of affected popula-
tions.
Based on currently

available information,
the United Nations
Office for the
Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) estimates that
the number of people in
need of immediate
humanitarian assis-
tance is nearly 60,000
across the two coun-
tries and that approxi-
mately USD$9 million
are needed to support
the overall response
needs across all sec-
tors.
While Grenada and St.
Vincent and the
Grenadines were
among the hardest hit,
Hurricane Beryl also
caused significant dam-
age to Barbados, the
Dominican Republic,
Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico,
St. Lucia, the United
States and Trinidad and

risk reduction, pre-
paredness, surveil-
lance, response to and
early recovery from
emergencies and disas-
ters related to any haz-
ards,. When national
capacit ies are over-
whelmed, PAHO sup-
ports countries to lead
and coordinate the
international health
response to contain dis-
asters, including out-
breaks, and to provide
effective relief and
recovery to affected
populations.
Want to support the
heath response to
Hurricane Beryl? You
can assist by making a
financial donation to
PAHO’s response oper-
ations. To support this
emergency response,
please contact emer-
gencies@paho.org.

Tobago.
PAHO assists its

Member States to
strengthen their health

sector ’s capacities in
the area of prevention,

    

Photo of destruction caused on the sister isle by Hurricane Beryl
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The Davids’ to pay back millions to Co-op bank
* From page 14
them. Ms. St. Bernard indi-
cates that she last visited
the Davids home in August
2015, and just about 2
weeks later, the Davids
filed the claim herein. She
does not remember receiv-
ing any hint from the
Davids that the claim was
being fi led, not only
against the Bank but also
against the Law Firm, of
which herself and her
father, who was then 90
years at the time, were
members. Ms. St Bernard
laments that these actions
were not only inexplain-
able, but also enervating.
[110] Ms. St. Bernard also
testifies that the matter of
the Davids nonperforming
mortgage loans with the
Bank were sometimes
brought up by her sister.
On each occasion, Ms. St.
Bernard explains that she
told her sister that the mat-
ter was not one to be
fought as a battle with the
Bank, as what was
required were discussions
for a resolution. Ms. St.
Bernard says she told Mrs.
David that an amicable
resolution with the Bank
should be her focus but
reminded her that since
the Law Firm acted for the
Bank, she could not advise
her more than that. On
behalf of the Law Firm, Ms.
St. Bernard denies that the
Firm was involved in any
misrepresentation or con-
spiracy against the
claimants.

SUMMARY OF MR.
TREVOR ST.

BERNARD’S WITNESS
STATEMENT

[111] Mr. St Bernard is an
attorney, who joined the
Law Firm in September
1995, and has remained
with the Law Firm for the
last 22 years. As a mem-
ber of the Law Firm, Mr. St.
Bernard is primarily
involved with the oversight
and handling of its con-
veyancing and mortgage
document portfolio with the
Bank. He testifies that the
Bank issues instructions to
the Law Firm to prepare
mortgage documents. The
Law Firm, in turn, would
conduct the requisite
searches at the various
registries to ascertain the
marketability of the securi-
t ies offered by the pro-
posed or intended mort-
gagors.
[112] Mr. St. Bernard
recalls that the Law Firm
received a letter from the
Bank in 2008 with the cap-
tion “Sun Systems
Ltd./Phillip & Sonia
David” , instructing the
Law Firm to prepare a
mortgage over the fixed
and floating assets of SSL
to cover $5 million dollars.
The instructions confirmed
that the Bank had in its
possession as security for
the mortgage, the original
t i t le deed for the Point
Salines, St. George’s, and
that Mr. David would “pro-
vide all necessary informa-
tion directly…to speed up

the process of perfection of
the security.”
[113] Mr. St. Bernard
states that the searches
done by the Law Firm
revealed that the property
proposed for the mortgage
was not owned by SSL,
but by the Davids jointly,
and the Bank was
informed of this. The Bank
sent subsequent instruc-
tions in relation to the
preparation of the mort-
gage for SSL, says Mr. St.
Bernard, referencing the
initial instructions and con-
firming that the Davids
were willing to convey the
Point Saline property to
SSL to enable SSL to
thereafter execute the
mortgage. Mr. St. Bernard
confirms that the Davids
were required to and did in
fact convey the Point
Saline property to SSL.
[114] The mortgage was
thereafter prepared and it
was duly executed by the
Davids. Approximately 2
years into the subsistence
of the mortgage, he says
that the Law Firm received
instructions from the Bank
to prepare a Deed of
Further Charge (DFC) for
SSL to cover the sum of
$2,970,000.00 on the
existing subsisting securi-
ties contained in the mort-
gage and to include the
properties identified in the
letter of instruction as addi-
t ional security. Mr. St.
Bernard states that the
addit ional facil i ty was
negotiated and agreed by
the Davids and the Bank.
The Davids never sought
advice from the Law Firm
when negotiating the terms
of the DFC. The properties
securing the DFC were
identified as a property in
St. George’s in SSL’s
name, the Grand Anse
property owned by Mr.
David and the Grand Anse
Estates property jointly
owned by the David broth-
ers.
[115] Mr. St. Bernard also
testifies that the instruction
letter indicated that the
Grand Anse Estate’s prop-
erty was mortgaged to
another lending institution,
and requested that a
reconveyance of the prop-
erty be prepared in favour
of the David brothers.
Given the instructions for
the preparation of the
DFC, the Law Firm con-
ducted the required
searches at the relevant
registries. In addition to the
subsisting mortgage at
Scotiabank in relation to
the Grand Anse Estate’s
property, the Law Firm’s
searches confirmed the
sufficiency of the title of the
Grand Anse Estate proper-
ty and the existence of a
subsisting Power of
Attorney from the David
brothers to Mr. David,
authorizing him to raise
money at his discretion on
the security of the David
brothers’ property.
[116] Mr. St. Bernard
recalls that the Law Firm’s
searches also revealed

that Mr. David was empow-
ered by that Power of
Attorney to mortgage the
property. The search also
revealed that the Grand
Anse Estate property was
in fact mortgaged to anoth-
er lending institution as
security for a mortgage
loan for SSL, that mort-
gage being settled in 2005.
With respect to the Grand
Anse property, Mr. St.
Bernard explains that the
Law Firm’s searches failed
to discover that Mr. David
had previously sold and
conveyed the Grand Anse
property to a company in
which he was one of 2
shareholders.
[117] Mr. St. Bernard insist
that what he views as a
fraudulent misrepresenta-
tion by Mr. David with
respect to the Grand Anse
property, which the Law
Firm relied on to its detri-
ment, caused the integrity
of the Bank’s additional
security to be comprised.
Having regard to the
Bank’s inability to pursue
its power of sale in respect
of that property, he says
that the Law Firm was
required to pay the Bank
compensation in the sum
of $130,000.00. Mr. St.
Bernard acknowledges
that the Law Firm acted on
behalf of the claimants in
the past, but denies that it
has ever been retained
exclusively by the
Claimants. He also
acknowledges that the Law
Firm is in the peculiar situ-
ation of having entwined
familial relations, as one of
its members is a sibling of
Mrs. David, but the Law
Firm was never consulted
or retained with respect to
any banking transactions
by the Claimants.
[118] Mr. St. Bernard main-
tains that it is not unusual,
during the Law Firm’s
receipt of instructions from
the Bank, to be provided
with the telephone con-
tacts for the intended mort-
gagor. Having regard to
the close familial relation-
ship between the Firm and
the Davids, he says it was
not unusual or uncommon
to inform SSL through its
representatives that the
mortgage documents were
ready for execution. Upon
preparation of the mort-
gage in 2011 done by Mr.
St. Bernard, he recounts
that the Davids were
informed that the mortgage
was ready for signing. The
Davids’ attended the Law
Firm for the purposes of
executing the mortgage,
and were always given an
opportunity to peruse the
documents, and they
thereafter executed them.
With respect to the prepa-
ration of the mortgage doc-
uments, though the wrong
Power of Attorney regard-
ing Mr. David’s authority to
use the Grand Anse
Estates was quoted, Mr.
St. Bernard testifies that
the correct Power of
Attorney subsisted, and a
portion of the proceeds of
the mortgage were used to
settle the Scotiabank mort-

gage over the Grand Anse
Estates property. On
behalf of the Law Firm, Mr.
St. Bernard also denies
that the Law Firm was
involved in any misrepre-
sentations or conspiracy
against the claimants as
alleged.

ISSUES
[119] At the end of the trial
of this matter which lasted
3 days, and concluded on
24th November 2023, I
invited counsel for the par-
ties to file closing submis-
sions on all of the factual
and legal issues raised for
the court’s consideration.
All parties duly complied,
with the 1st defendant fil-
ing their submissions on

3rd January 2024, while
the claimants and the 2nd
and 3rd defendants filed
their submissions on 5th
January, 2024.
Subsequently, the 1st, 2nd
and 3rd defendants filed
responses to the
claimants’ submissions on
16th January 2024, and
the claimants f i led
responses to the defen-
dants’ submissions on 25th
January, 2024.
[120] On my review of all
the documentation filed, I
found the following issues
were to be considered and
determined:
(1) Whether the Bank
owed the claimants any
duties, fiduciary or other-

wise, and if so owed,
whether there was a
breach of these duties;
(2) Whether the Firm owed
the claimants any duties,
fiduciary or otherwise, and
if so owed, whether there
was breach of these
duties;
(3) Whether there was an
unlawful means conspiracy
by the Defendants against
the claimants;
(4) Whether the credit facil-
ities, specifically the mort-
gages in 2009 and 2011
and personal, joint and
several guarantees in 2011
were procured through
misrepresentation;
(5) Whether the claimants
are entitled to any of the
relief sought; and
(6) Whether the Bank is
entitled to the relief sought
in their counterclaim.
Each of these issues will
be considered and
addressed seriatim.
DISCUSSION & ANALY-

SIS
WHETHER THE BANK
OWED THE CLAIMANTS
ANY DUTIES, FIDUCIARY
OR OTHERWISE, AND IF
SO OWED, WAS THERE
A BREACH OF THESE

DUTIES?
[121] Before addressing
the claimants’ allegations
against the Bank, it is pru-
dent to ascertain the scope
of the Bank’s duty to the
claimants. The law in rela-
tion to banks and their cus-
tomers is primarily based
on contract and is tradition-

ally recognized as being
that of debtor and credi-
tor2. There is consensus
that at the inception of the
banking relationship
between the claimants and
the Bank, no formal con-
tract setting out the scope
of the Bank’s duty had
been agreed or made.
Nonetheless, counsel for
the claimants submitted in
closing submissions that
the Bank owed 2 duties to
the claimants – to advise
them of the nature and
effect of the transactions in
2009 and 2011, and a duty
to inform the claimants to
obtain independent legal
advice prior to the Davids’
entering into the transac-
tions.
THE DUTY TO ADVISE

ABOUT THE NATURE OF
THE TRANSACTIONS

[122] The duty to advise
about the nature of the
transactions wil l  be
addressed first. This duty
to advise about the nature
of the transactions as sub-
mitted by the claimants
arose due to the fact that
SSL was already indebted
to the Bank, and ham-
strung in its ability to func-
tion in 2009. The claimants
also submit that the duty
arose due to the fact that
the claimants did not know
or understand the practical
and legal effects of the
transactions, more particu-
larly, the personal guaran-
tees which they entered
into in 2011.
[123] Counsel for the
{Continue on page 28}
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Attorney Ian Sandy – was part of the defense
team
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The Miss Carriacou and
Petite Martinique Queen
contestant, Sashelle
Alves, has topped the
Beauty with a Purpose
init iative judged on
Saturday, 20 July at the
Olympic House, Morne
Rouge. Her platform
focused on ending vio-
lence against women
and girls, which saw her
carry out several aware-
ness initiatives on her
home island of
Carriacou days before
Hurricane Beryl ravaged
the island. All seven
carnival queen contes-
tants presented their
chosen platforms that
had a meaningful
impact on their commu-
nities.
"The Beauty with a

Purpose initiative aimed
to have the delegates
make a positive differ-
ence through their role
as ambassadors," stat-
ed Tessa McQuicklin,
Chair of the National
Carnival Queen Show
Committee. "As dele-
gates, they embarked
on a journey and should
not only be seen as
beauties or queens, but
as advocates for social
change. The contes-
tants, through this initia-
tive, were expected to
have a voice. A voice
that brought awareness
to issues of contempo-
rary interest."
Alves advocated for

ending violence among
women and girls
through school visits
reaching 900 students
in primary and sec-
ondary schools in
Carriacou & Petite
Martinique; hosted a
workshop for 50 people;
addressed government
officials at a town hall
meeting; gathered infor-
mation with an online
woman and girls safety
survey; and started an
online fundraising initia-
tive for emergency sup-
plies for victims of vio-
lence.
The competition, which

does not count towards
final scores on queen
show night, saw each
queen contestant pre-
senting reasons for
choosing their initiatives
and describing how they
publicised it. A 3-minute

Miss Carriacou Queen
Contestant Tops Beauty
with a Purpose Initiative

video complemented
their presentations.
They were judged
based on their clarity
and impact.
The platforms by the

seven National Carnival
Queen Contestants
ranged in topics:
● Ms. St. George
Abigail Jeffery - Holistic
Development
● Ms. St. Mark Alorna
Felix - The Preservation,
Conservation, and
Promotion of the Natural
Beauty of the
Environment
● Miss St. David Heidi
Charles: Youth for
Calypso
● Miss Carriacou &
Petite Martinique
Sashelle Alves: Ending
Violence Against
Women &
Girls

● Miss St. Patrick Angel
Franklyn: Art Therapy
● Miss St. Andrew
Kenya Alexander: Fit
Path
● Miss St. John Abeni
Matthew: The Kindness
Campaign
The Spicemas
Corporation congratu-
lates all contestants for
their outstanding contri-
butions and initiatives
which promoted social
change and awareness
in Grenada.   A special
prize will be awarded to
Sashelle Alves, the win-
ner of the Beauty with a
Purpose initiative, on
the night of the National
Carnival Queen
Pageant, which will be
held on Carnival
Thursday, 8 August
2024, at the Kirani
James Athletic Stadium.

Sashelle Alves Miss Carriacou & Petite Martinique

The Chairman and
CEO of the Grenada
Tourism Authority
(GTA) recently com-
pleted a successful
visit to the United
Kingdom, engaging
with leading travel
industry partners to
provide critical updates
on the rebuilding
efforts in Grenada,
Carriacou, and Petite
Martinique. This strate-
gic visit aimed to
ensure that UK travel
partners are fully
equipped with the lat-
est information and are
prepared to answer
any questions regard-
ing the safety and via-
bil i ty of traveling to
Grenada.
During the meetings,

the GTA leadership
emphasized that main-
land Grenada remains
open and ready to wel-
come tourists. They
conveyed a clear and
reassuring message:
despite recent chal-
lenges, Grenada's

tourism industry is fully
operational. 

The substantial
progress in rebuilding

efforts across the tri-
island state was high-
lighted, demonstrating
the resil ience and

determination of the
Grenadian people.
This visit was critical

to reinforce confidence

amongst the travel
partners, allowing them
to effectively communi-
cate up to date infor-
mation to their cus-
tomers and
stakeholders.

The UK is a key
source market for
Grenada, and has
been showing strong
growth and an
increase in first-quarter
visitor numbers in
2024.
The delegation also

hosted a "Meet the

Media" dinner with
journalists from
renowned consumer
publications such as
Conde Nast Traveller,
National Geographic,
Good Housekeeping
and Aspire, as well as
travel trade publica-
tions l ike Travel
Weekly.
They also met with

senior officials from air-
l ine partners Brit ish
Airways and Virgin
Atlantic to discuss
ongoing support and

strategies to ensure
continued growth in
visitor arrivals.
The GTA's commit-

ment to transparent
communication and
support for its partners
remains unwavering as
Grenada continues to
offer a unique and
vibrant tourism experi-
ence. Similar status
update visits are
planned for the US and
Canadian markets in
the coming months. 

Grenada Tourism Authority Leaders Update UK Travel
Partners on Post-Hurricane Beryl Progress

Parul Jadav - Product Manager at Bluebay Travel; Petra Roach - CEO
of Grenada Tourism Authority; Randall Dolland - Chairman of Grenada
Tourism Authority 
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ECCB Governor says regional economies
improving after COVID-19 pandemic

Premier and Minister of Finance of Anguilla, Dr Ellis L Webster (2nd from left), is joined by Antigua and
Barbuda Prime Minister Gaston Browne (left); the Economic Development, Council Alternate for Grenada,
Lennox Andrews (centre left); the Premier and Minister of Finance of Montserrat, Joseph Easton Farrell (cen-
tre right); St. Kitts-Nevis Prime Minister Dr Terrance Drew (2nd from right); and Minister in the Ministry of
Finance, Council Alternate for St. Lucia, Wayne Girard (right). The 108th Meeting of the ECCB’s Monetary
Council was held on 19 July 2024, at the Aurora Anguilla Resort and Golf Club, following the Ceremony to
Mark the Change in Chairmanship of the Monetary Council. [Image courtesy ECCB Connects Facebook]

The Governor of the
Eastern Caribbean
Central Bank (ECCB),
Timothy Antoine, says
regional recovery from
the coronavirus (COVID-
19) pandemic remains
remarkably resilient.
In his report to the meet-

ing of the Monetary
Council of the Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank
(ECCB) held over the
last weekend, Antoine in
his report titled “Pushing
Ahead Amidst Increasing
Global Turmoil and
Uncertainty”, provided
global and Eastern
Caribbean Currency
Union (ECCU) updates
on monetary, credit and
financial conditions for
the first half of the year
and assessed their
potential impact in the
near to medium term.
According to the com-

munique issued after the
meeting, Antoine said
that over the medium
term, the global econo-
my is expected to under-
perform relative to the
historical trend, and that
unabating geopolitical
conflicts increase uncer-
tainty that threatens
global and regional
prospects.
He said global headline

inflation is expected to
fall  to 5.8 per cent in
2024 from the 6.8 per
cent estimated in 2023
and that ECCU inflation
has eased significantly,
but threats loom from
ongoing geo-polit ical
issues that are impacting
trade.

“Here in the ECCU,
risks are t i l ted to the
downside, notably, the
above-average Atlantic
Hurricane Season,
volati l i ty in revenues
from Citizenship By
Investment (CBI)
Programmes, inflationary

pressures and geopoliti-
cal risks,” the commu-
nique said.
It said that the total for-

eign exchange reserves
in the ECCU—Anguilla,
Antigua and Barbuda,
Dominica, Grenada,
Montserrat, St Kitts and
Nevis, St. Lucia and St.
Vincent and the
Grenadines—stand at
EC$5.2 billion (One EC
dollar=US$0.37 cents).
The Monetary Council

said that regional eco-
nomic growth is forecast
to expand by 5.2 per
cent in 2024 compared
with the provisional 4.5
per cent recorded in
2023.
It said almost all of the

ECCU countries record-
ed double-digit increases
in tourist arrivals for the
first quarter of this year
and that the ongoing
increase in regional airlift

is expected to further
boost arrivals intra-
regionally.
The Monetary Council

was told that the EC cur-
rency “remains strong,
with the backing ratio
reaching levels not
recorded since 2020
before the pandemic.”
“The backing ratio is

approaching 97 per cent
(96.64 per cent as at 12
July), up from 95.13 per
cent (as at 09 February
2024),” the communique
added.
It said that having con-

sidered the state of mon-
etary, financial and credit
conditions in the ECCU,
and on the recommen-
dation of the Governor,
the Monetary Council
agreed to maintain the
minimum savings rate at
two per cent and main-
tain the discount rate at
three per cent for short-

term credit and 4.5 per
cent for long-term credit.
The Minimum Savings

Rate (MSR) is the lowest
rate that commercial
banks can offer on sav-
ings deposits. The
Central Bank’s Discount
Rate is the rate at which
the ECCB lends to gov-
ernments and commer-
cial banks.
The Monetary Council

was advised that the
ECCU banking system
remains resilient and sta-
ble, with a high degree of
liquidity.
The Council was told

that monetary aggre-
gates (money supply)
continue to expand at “a
healthy pace, contribut-
ing to buoyant levels of
liquidity.”
“This is likely attribut-

able to improving eco-
nomic conditions and job
markets. Interest rates
have remained low and

credit conditions have
eased as commercial
banks increased lending.
banks are generally well
capitalised.   Deposits
continue to grow,” it said.
The communique noted

that fiscal performance
has improved in tandem
with economic recovery
and that the debt to
gross domestic product
(GDP) ratio has declined
to 75.7 per cent at the
end of last year from its
peak of 88 per cent at
the end of 2020.
The weekend meeting,

which was chaired by the
Premier and Minister of
Finance of Anguilla, Dr
Ellis L Webster, was also
attended by Antigua and
Barbuda Prime Minister
Gaston Browne, the
Economic Development,
Council Alternate for
Grenada, Lennox
Andrews, the Premier
and Minister of Finance
of Montserrat, Joseph
Easton Farrell, the St.
Kitts-Nevis Prime
Minister Dr. Terrance
Drew, and Wayne
Girard, Minister in the
Ministry of Finance,
Council Alternate for St.
Lucia. —THE VALLEY,
Anguilla (CMC)
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Significant progress has
been made on the first
of several tanks to be
constructed under the
G-CREWS Project. 
The tank at Tufton Hall
in St. Mark will have a
storage capacity of up
to 300,000 gallons,
enhancing NAWASA's
service to the surround-
ing communities from
Victoria, St. Mark, to
Maran, St. John. 
The tank construction
is approximately 75%
complete, coinciding
with the pipelaying
aspect, from the Tufton
Hall Water Treatment
Plant to Queen Street,
Victoria, which is
approximately 70%
complete. 
The G-CREWS Project
aims to build climate
resilience in Grenada’s
water sector. 
On the eastern side of
the island, there has
been a delay in the
pipeline installation
from the Mirabeau to

Tivoli leg of the project
due to the ongoing
rainy season impacting
the road network. 
The manager of

NAWASA’s Planning
and Development
Department, Mr.
Whyme Cox, notes,
“While we are slightly
behind schedule, we
are confident in our
ability to adjust. 
We are working closely
with the contractor to
advance, catch up, and
maintain our projected
finish period. 
NAWASA acknowl-

edges the inconve-
niences caused by
roadworks and traffic
disruptions for persons
plying the Mirabeau to
Grand Bras route. “We
are also very mindful of
this and are ensuring
that as we move for-
ward, we cover and
secure work areas to
minimise disruptions
and allow life to return
to normal as quickly as

possible," said Mr. Cox.
The Mirabeau leg of
the project involves
installing new lines from
the Mirabeau Water
Treatment Plant up to
Tivoli, St. Andrew. The
project is currently in
the Progress Park area,
accounting for approxi-
mately 45% of l ine
installation. Mr. Cox
assures that “The plan
is to have all of these
pipes installed by the
beginning of 2025, and
it’s looking very possi-
ble.”
As the project pro-
gresses, residents and
road users along the
route can expect some
inconveniences due to
the use of heavy
machinery, which will
result in increased
noise, vibration, and
dust levels. 
There wil l  also be

occasional delays in
traff ic f low and the
potential for unplanned
interruptions in water

Significant progress made
on G-CREWS Project 

supply.
Both the Mirabeau and
Tufton Hall projects are
pivotal in ensuring a
consistent water supply,
especially during dry
spells. 
NAWASA is also

focused on reducing
non-revenue water by
addressing leaks, there-
by strengthening the
water supply system.

The second phase of
the G-CREWS project
will focus on infrastruc-
ture work primarily for
communities like Petite
Etang, Levera, and the
sister isle of Carriacou.
Project designs are
completed, and pro-
curement of the neces-
sary pipes is underway.
A key component of the
G-CREWS Project is

the Seven Sisters
pumping project, which
aims to transfer water
from the Great River to
the Les Avocats plant.
This initiative is critical
for addressing water
shortages during the
dry season. 
The G-CREWS Project
signif ies signif icant
advancements in bol-
stering Grenada's water

infrastructure. 
It promises improved
resilience and service
delivery to communities
across the island and
underscores NAWASA’s
commitment to provid-
ing reliable and sustain-
able water services to
its citizens.

Tufton Hall Storage Tanks Construction Nearing Completion
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On July 11, CCRIF Chief
Executive Officer, Mr.
Isaac Anthony and mem-
bers of the CCRIF team
met with Grenada’s Prime
Minister, Hon. Dickon
Mitchell; Minister of
Finance, Hon. Dennis
Cornwall and other key
officials to present the pay-
outs totalling US$44 mil-
lion for the triggering of the
Government’s tropical
cyclone, excess rainfall
and COAST (fisheries sec-
tor) policies, fol lowing
damage from Hurricane
Beryl. Both teams took the
opportunity to further dis-
cuss the importance of
disaster risk financing and
financial protection for the
country, as well as the
insurance penetration
rates in the Caribbean and
the multi-hazard environ-
ment that the Caribbean
exists in.
Mr. Anthony reminded the
team that CCRIF is the
Caribbean and Central
America’s development
insurance company and
therefore, “the Facility is
committed to improving
the resil ience of the
Caribbean and Central
America to climate change
and natural hazards to
help them to recover faster
following natural disasters
by providing access to
quick liquidity, which can
help countries to build

back better”.
The Prime Minister indi-
cated that, “while these
funds [from CCRIF] may
not cover all rebuilding
costs, they will enable us
to begin the journey of
restoration of our homes,
our communities and our
nation”. This is exactly
what CCRIF was set up to
do – to fill the liquidity gap
and provide an injection of
liquidity following a natural
disaster to allow members
to begin recovery efforts.
In addition to the US$44
mill ion paid to the
Government of Grenada,
CCRIF made payouts to
both the electric and water
uti l i ty companies in
Grenada under their poli-
cies. These payouts to the
Grenada Electricity
Services Limited (GREN-
LEC) and the National
Water and Sewerage
Authority (NAWASA), rep-
resent the first payouts
made by CCRIF for poli-
cies for electric and water
utilities since these two
products were launched.
Between the Government
of Grenada and the water
and electric uti l i t ies,
Grenada has all 6 para-
metric insurance policies
CCRIF has on offer – trop-
ical cyclone, excess rain-
fall, earthquake, and for
the fisheries and electric
and water utility sectors.

The CCRIF CEO reiterat-
ed the importance of coun-
tries financially protecting
their economies and stat-
ed that, “Grenada is a best
practice example for other
small island states in
ensuring that its economy
is financially protected and
also taking steps to ensure
that key economic sectors
are also financially protect-
ed.” He further stated that,
“Governments must view
electricity and water as
public goods, even when
they are privately man-
aged, as without either,
economic growth and
development prospects
continue to be stymied
even after a disaster.”
CCRIF is working with
Caribbean electric and
water utilities to encourage
them to obtain the respec-
tive policies. However, Mr.
Anthony pointed out that,
“not all countries at this
time can fully adopt a risk
layering approach, as not
all countries have access
to the various disaster risk
financing options other
than CCRIF parametric
insurance that are avail-
able.”
The complete list of pay-
outs to Grenada – the
Government and the elec-
tric and water utility com-
panies – for Hurricane
Beryl is presented below.

CCRIF CEO Visits Grenada, Hands Over Payouts of US$55.6
Million (EC$150 million) to Its Members in Grenada

As of the new policy year,
which began on June 1,
2024, CCRIF has 30
members: 19 Caribbean
governments, 4 Central
American governments, 3
electric utilities, 3 water
uti l i t ies and 1 tourist
attraction. Other countries
that have received pay-
outs fol lowing Tropical
Cyclone Beryl are: St.
Vincent and the
Grenadines, Trinidad and
Tobago, Jamaica, and the
Cayman Islands. Since the
inception of CCRIF in

2007, CCRIF has made 75
payouts totall ing
US$385,509,438 to 21 of
its 30 members in the
Caribbean and Central
America.
In keeping with CCRIF’s
value proposition, all pay-
outs are made within 14
days of the event to allow
countries and sectors to
begin recovery efforts.
CCRIF CEO, Mr. Anthony,
reminds members that
CCRIF was not set up to
cover all the losses on the
ground, but to provide

quick liquidity after a nat-
ural hazard event.
However, he stresses that
“while CCRIF’s payouts
may be relatively small
compared to the over-
whelming cost of rebuild-
ing, governments have
expressed appreciation for
the rapid payouts, which
they are able to use to
address immediate priori-
ties and to support the vul-
nerable.” Governments
have used CCRIF payouts
for a variety of purposes,
including providing food,

shelter, medicine and
building materials to affect-
ed persons; immediate
recovery and repair activi-
ties; stabilizing facilities
such as water treatment
plants; supporting key
economic sectors such as
agriculture and tourism;
and implementing mitiga-
tion activities to increase
resilience, for example,
improving critical infra-
structure such as roads,
drains, bridges, schools
and other buildings and
enhancing early warning
systems. CCRIF’s assess-
ments based on monitor-
ing the use of payouts by
members have revealed
that its payouts have ben-
efitted over 3.5 million per-
sons in the Caribbean and
Central America.
Recognizing that the

financial protection gap is
still wide and the insur-
ance penetration rate
across the Caribbean and
Central America is still low
despite the number of

parametric insurance
products that the Facility
has on the market, CCRIF
continues to develop addi-

tional products. Currently
under development by
CCRIF are products for
slow onset events such as

drought, a multi-peril agri-
cultural insurance product,
and a product for fluvial
flooding.
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Mia Mottley, the Prime
Minister of Barbados,
recently informed her

country’s House of
Assembly that their nation
“is in a crisis with respect

to an ageing and declining
population.” By making
this statement, the Prime

Minister highlighted a
pressing issue that affects
not only Barbados but
many other countries in
the Caribbean.
The populations of many
Caribbean countries are
ageing, while the number
of working individuals who
contribute to taxes, fees,
and levies necessary for
funding pensions and
maintaining health and
education sectors is
declining.
If this trend continues,
Barbados and other
Caribbean countries will
struggle to sustain the
payment of pensions and
healthcare, particularly for
the elderly who are the
primary users, as well as
education. Ms. Mottley
emphasized that “these
services do not come
cheap” and rely heavily on
tax revenue, which is
under threat due to the
population decline.
She also noted that the
country’s social care ser-
vices are “integral to the
health and wellness of
Barbadians,” as they are
to all Caribbean nations. If
these services shrink or
collapse, there will be an
increased outflow of
skilled and semi-skilled
persons from the region,
exacerbating the already
troubling situation.
As one potential solution,
the Prime Minister pro-
posed opening Barbados
to immigrants to enlarge
the working population
and increase productivity.
She highlighted the bene-
fits of CARICOM nationals
contributing to sectors
such as construction and
agriculture, stating, “if you
did not have those per-
sons living here helping to
control the price of work
labourers in agriculture
and construction, the level
of inflation and cost of liv-
ing would have gone
through the roof at a much
earlier point.”
Caribbean countries are
at various stages of popu-
lation ageing. By 2030,
the share of persons aged
60 years and over in the
total population will be
higher than 20 percent for
most countries.
Years ago, Antigua and
Barbuda recognised the
correlation between a
larger population, eco-
nomic growth, and the
provision of social ser-
vices, particularly for its
aging population. This
recognit ion has con-
tributed to its position as
the second fastest-grow-
ing Caribbean economy,
behind only Guyana with
its vibrant oil  and gas
industry.
Evidence of the positive
impact of immigration is
found in a background
study for the World
Development Report
2023, “Migrants,
Refugees, and Societies.”
The study examined the
14 independent CARI-

COM countries and the
Dominican Republic, find-
ing that in six of the coun-
tries, immigrants repre-
sent more than 10 percent
of the population.
In Antigua and Barbuda,
immigrants make up as
much as 30 percent of the
population, directly con-
tributing to the country’s
abil i ty to maintain its
health and education ser-
vices and pension pay-
ments. Meeting these
obligations is particularly
challenging for Antigua
and Barbuda because it
has no personal income
tax, but the situation
would have been much
worse without the immi-
grant working population.
In 2020, the countries
with the highest number of
immigrants as a percent-
age of the population
were: Antigua and
Barbuda (30%), The
Bahamas (16.2%), Belize
(15.6%), and Barbados
(12.1%). The two CARI-
COM countries with the
lowest number of immi-
grants were Hait i and
Jamaica, whose nationals
comprise nearly 75% of
the outflow of people from
the region.
It should be noted that
immigrants to Caribbean
countries are not only
other Caribbean nationals
but also come from the
U.S., Canada, the UK,
and parts of Europe. In
The Bahamas, for
instance, where immigra-
tion from the Caribbean is
tightly controlled, the num-
bers of non-Caribbean
nationals are higher.
Similarly, Belize, due to its
location in Central
America, has a far higher
inflow of immigrants from
neighbouring states than
from the Caribbean.
Proximity to the Leeward
and Windward Islands,
and obligations for the
movement of labour under
the Organisation of
Eastern Caribbean States
(OECS), have caused
Antigua and Barbuda to
become the main destina-
tion country for OECS
migrants.
This movement has

eased strains on other
OECS countries and
helped grow Antigua and
Barbuda’s economy by
providing a greater critical
mass for production and
sustaining social welfare.
The importance of migra-
tion has recently been
emphasized for Australia
– a country which, for
decades, kept out immi-
grants and even paid
other countries to take
them. A recent report by
the Migration Council of
Australia promoted a poli-
cy to accept immigrants in
Australia’s interest, pro-
jecting that the economy
will be 40 percent larger
as a result of migration by
2050.
Migration will contribute
$1.6 tr i l l ion to the

Australian economy,
underscoring its signifi-
cance for Australia’s
future prosperity.
Also, the American

Immigration Council
reports that “almost one in
every seven people in the
U.S. is an immigrant.
They are paying taxes,
starting businesses, and
making significant contri-
butions across vital indus-
tries, including upkeep of
health and education ser-
vices”.
For some time, CARI-
COM countries have been
working on rolling out ele-
ments of a Single Market
and Economy, including
the freedom of movement
of labour.
Currently, 12 specific skill
categories are covered
under the mobility agree-
ment, including university
graduates, artists, musi-
cians, media workers, ath-
letes, teachers, nurses,
agricultural workers, and
security guards.
While some level of immi-
gration is allowed within
CARICOM to enlarge
working populations,
much more needs to be
done. For example, large
oil and gas production in
Guyana has brought sig-
nificant demands.
The International Labour
Organisation says that
Guyana needs at least
160,000 additional work-
ers, representing 20 per-
cent of its population. The
pull to developed coun-
tries, such as the US,
Canada, and Britain, will
also continue.  All this will
create competit ion for
appropriate immigrants.
However, as Prime

Minister Mottley has stat-
ed, and as the experience
of Antigua and Barbuda
has shown, immigration
will only be acceptable
and embraced by local
populations if three condi-
tions are met: it must be
planned and orderly, with
immigrants corresponding
to needed skills over at
least a 10-year period; the
backgrounds of immi-
grants must be thoroughly
checked for security rea-
sons; and the culture, tra-
ditions, and values of the
national society must be
respected.
CARICOM leaders in

government and the pri-
vate sector should treat
this issue with the urgent
planning it deserves. A
high-level group drawn
from both sectors, advised
by research from the
University of the West
Indies, should plan for the
orderly migration and
absorption of skilled and
semi-skilled persons who
are clearly needed.
(Sir Ronald Sanders is
Antigua and Barbuda’s
Ambassador to the US
and the OAS. The views
expressed are entirely
his own)

Aging Populations and Shrinking Workforces
Pose New Challenges for the Caribbean
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With the passage of
Hurricane Beryl and its
devastating effects on
the housing stock in
Carriacou, Petit
Martinique and the
northern parts of the
mainland of Grenada,
there is a need to reiter-
ate and revise the policy
that was used to guide
the Emergency Housing
Programme in the after-
math of Hurricane Ivan
in September 2004.
This policy was used to
guide all agencies that
were involved in the task
of providing housing
immediately after the
hurricane. A similar one
can be used to guide
agencies involved in
providing houses after
Hurricane Beryl.

GOAL:
The goal of the
Emergency Housing
Policy is to reduce the
suffering, inconvenience
and vulnerability of the
people of Grenada by
assisting them to repair
and replace houses
damaged or destroyed
by Hurricane Beryl, with-
in the shortest possible
time.

OBJECTIVES:
The objectives are to
establish an institutional
and administrative
framework to provide
material and technical
assistance to affected
persons in repairing and
where necessary,
rebuilding their homes
as well as to establish
mechanisms that wil l
lead to the speedy and
effective delivery of
housing assistance to
affected persons.
The intention is to

develop and maintain an
equitable and transpar-
ent process for the deliv-
ery of emergency hous-
ing services and to
create a consultative
environment that allows
relevant agencies and
organisations to work
together to assist the
most vulnerable ele-
ments of the population
to acquire a basic stan-
dard of housing.
It should provide guide-
lines for the repair and
replacement of houses
that wil l  increase the
resistance of the hous-
ing stock to the impact
of hazards, especially
hurricanes and earth-
quakes and thus, reduce
the vulnerability of the
country to future hazard

In the aftermath of Hurricane Beryl an emergency
housing policy is necessary

impacts.
It should also establish
and maintain proce-
dures that will allow for
the implementation of
approved housing
schemes, projects and
programmes aimed at
addressing both short-
and long-term housing
needs.

THE PRINCIPLES:
The Emergency
Housing Policy used in
2004 also listed its guid-
ing principles such as
assistance will be pro-
vided based on a priority
ranking of vulnerable
groups of people. The
priority ranking will be
developed using criteria
related to the impact of
the hurricane and the
circumstances of affect-
ed persons.
The criteria may be

changed because of
unfolding circum-
stances. Stipulations
imposed by donor
and/or humanitarian
organisations regarding
the selection of benefi-
ciaries for donor assis-
tance wil l  be strictly
observed.
Persons with adequate
insurance wil l  not
receive direct assistance
under this policy.
Beneficiaries will not be
allowed to claim assis-
tance more than once
unless there are exigent
circumstances.
Guidelines must be pro-
vided for all beneficia-
ries to reduce the vul-
nerability of their houses
to natural hazards.

The Emergency
Housing Committee
shall establish the maxi-
mum levels of assis-
tance that will be made
available to individuals
in all target categories.
Efforts must be made to
employ Grenadians in
equitable numbers on all
housing reconstruction
projects.
Persons will be expect-
ed to contribute (within
the limits of their means
and capacity), to their
own housing recovery.
Grenadians wil l  be
trained in hazard-resis-
tant construction meth-
ods.
The procedures that will
be used to assist affect-
ed persons shall not cre-
ate additional hardship
or subject beneficiaries
to indignities. Particular
attention must be paid to
the design of housing for
persons with disabilities. 

MANAGEMENT:
The policy shall be man-
aged by the Emergency
Housing Committee in
accordance with its
terms of reference. The
Committee shall prepare
a comprehensive budget
as the basis for the
implementation of i ts
programmes. 
Committee meetings
shall be conducted

under rules of standard
procedures. Detailed
application procedures
shall be developed and
approved by the
Committee.
IMPLEMENTATION:
The policy shall be
implemented by the
Housing Authority in
accordance with the
stipulations of the
Housing Authority Act
(Cap 141), cabinet
directives and guidelines
provided by the
Emergency Housing
Committee. 
An appropriate strategy
must be in place for the
longer-term housing pro-
gramme before the
Emergency Housing
programme can be
ended.

OTHER 
REQUIREMENTS:

All permanent repairs
and reconstruction must
be done in accordance
with relevant building
codes and guidelines. A
comprehensive pro-
gramme for public
awareness must be
maintained to apprise
the population in general
of al l  aspects for the
emergency housing pro-
gramme.
The Committee shall be
accountable to Cabinet
through the Minister with
responsibil i ty for
Housing. All relevant
laws, rules, regulations
and financial manage-
ment procedures must
be followed. All agree-
ments with humanitari-
an, community-based
organisations and pri-
vate sector entities shall
be in writing.
All reasonable steps
shall be taken to ensure
that beneficiaries are
involved in decisions
affecting them with
regard to the repair or
replacement of their
homes. Community ini-
tiatives and mutual sup-
port in home repair and
replacement must be
encouraged. 

ELIGIBILITY 
CRITERIA:

In 2004, the Emergency
Housing Committee
used the following crite-
ria to establish the priori-
ty rankings for assis-
tance under this policy:
ownership of the dam-
aged or destroyed
house; title or secure
authorisation to live on
the land upon which the
house is or was built;
current income status –
household income of
less than EC$1,000.00
per month, the absolute
level of loss suffered;
nature and level of fami-
ly or other support; loca-
tion of the house; size of
the house - below
eleven hundred (1100)
sq. ft; state of health of
the beneficiary; the
domestic context and

setting of the individual
or family.
TARGET GROUPS:

The fol lowing were
established as target
groups of beneficiaries:
Indigent people over
sixty years of age; peo-
ple with disabilities; sin-
gle parents with resident
children; single women;
famil ies with under-
weight children; people
with debilitating chronic
diseases; individuals liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS; laid-
off workers in service
industries; farmers and
agricultural workers;
people remaining in
Emergency Shelters and
low-income people
including public ser-
vants.

TYPES OF 
ASSISTANCE:

The assistance was pro-
vided as follows: direct-
build construction to
replace homes; provi-

sion of skilled labour to
assist in repairing
homes; grants for the
purchase of materials,
donations of building
materials; logistical sup-
port for community
groups engaged in
home repairs and
replacement for selected
people; dormitory shel-
ters where appropriate
and Low interest loans.

BENEFICIARY 
OBLIGATIONS:

The obligations of bene-
ficiaries were to provide
accurate and truthful
information at all times
as well as to agree to all
conditions that may be
established by the
Emergency Housing
Committee and use
building materials only
for the declared and
intended purposes and
accept such written
agreements as the
Committee may require.

SELECTION OF 
BENEFICIARIES: 

Selection was done
using the following
methods: selection from
existing lists of vulnera-
ble people; identification
from post-hurricane
impact assessments;
recommendations from
organisations, individu-
als and agencies and
direct application on
approved application
forms.

CONCLUSION: 
The impact of Hurricane
Beryl on Grenada’s
housing stock necessi-
tates an urgent, compre-
hensive and effective
emergency housing pro-
gramme like that used
when Hurricane Ivan
destroyed and damaged
the housing stock of
Grenada.
Such a programme is a

precursor to a longer
term sustained pro-
gramme of housing and

human settlement
recovery and recon-
struction.
(Simeon Collins is a
former Director of the
Grenada Bureau of
Standards and first
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of the
Caribbean Agricultural
Health and Food
Safety Agency (CAHF-
SA), a CARICOM
Institution. He is also a
certified OSHA
Auditor. He was also
the Chairman of the
Emergency Housing
Committee (EHC)
named by the
Government of
Grenada after
Hurricane Ivan
destroyed Grenada to
rebuild the houses
stock in this country
and was the Chairman
of the Housing
Authority of Grenada
(HAG) when Hurricane
Ivan struck Grenada)

By Simeon Collins
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The Davids’ to pay back millions to Co-op bank
* From page 21
claimants submits that the
Bank’s failure to advise on

the nature and effect of the
transactions is highlighted
by the fact that, at the time
of the execution of the per-

sonal guarantees, the legal
effect was not explained to
the Davids. As such there
was a breach of duty by the

Bank. Counsel posits that
even if the court takes
account of the Davids’ pro-
fessions, qualifications, and

experience, it  does not
detract from the Bank’s duty
to explain the nature of the
documents and to advise
the Davids of the effect of
those documents. No legal
authority was presented to
buttress this proposition.
[124] Notwithstanding the
fact that no authority was
presented by the claimants
on this issue, the law on a
bank’s duty to advise
and/or explain to clients
about the nature and effect
of transactions entered into
is quite uncontroversial.
Warne & Ell iot in their
Banking Lit igation text
explain the principle quite
clearly:
“A banker cannot be liable
for failing to advise a cus-
tomer if he owes the cus-
tomer no duty to do so.
Banks do not owe their cus-
tomers a duty to advise
them on the wisdom of
commercial projects for the
purpose of which the bank
is asked to lend them
money. If the bank is to be
placed under such a duty,
there must be a request
from the customer, accept-
ed by the bank, under
which the advice is to be
given.” (bold emphasis
mine)
[125] Paget’s Law of
Banking recites the princi-
ple thusly-
“It is important to keep in
mind the fact that a bank
only incurs liability if it actu-
ally undertakes to advise
and it does so advise (a
failure to advise would only
potentially be actionable as
a breach of a contractual
obligation to advise, or if it
was part of a rare duty to
advise on an ongoing
basis). The mere fact that a
bank offers or provides a
financial product to its cus-
tomer does not give rise to
a duty to give advice or an
explanation in relation to
that product or more gener-
ally.” Paget’s Law of
Banking further explains
that – “a bank is under no
general obligation to advise
on the prudence of lending
or any commercial project
for which a bank is to lend.”
[126] In this context, the law
acknowledges that a bank’s
duty to advise can arise
either on the express or

implied terms of the
banker/client contract or on
basic principles of tort at
common law. In the former
context, the rule is that the
usual rules of interpreting a
contract apply. Paget’s Law
of Banking however
explains that:
“the context of the relevant
financial industry may affect
the meaning of particular
express terms. Further it
may be the case that com-
pliance with particular regu-
latory obligations are
expressly imported as
terms of the contract, ren-
dering them actionable.”
[127] Where the common
law duty of care is to be
presumed in the circum-
stances of banker/client
relationship, the duty of
care may arise in tort under
the Hedley Byrne v Heller7
principle of assumption of
responsibility and the three-
part test in Caparo
Industries plc v Dickman8
of foreseeability, proximity
and it being fair, just and
reasonable to impose the
duty of care. Lastly, a tor-
tious duty may be concur-
rent and consistent with a
contractual duty9, but may
also be wider where there
is an extra-contractual
assumption of responsibility
and the duty in tort is not
limited or excluded in the
contract.
[128] Where the duty of
care in giving advice is to
be assumed, whether by
contract or in tort, the duty
is to “to use reasonable skill
and care, even if the advice
is gratuitous”. In Banbury v
Bank of Montreal, Lord
Finlay LC said:
“While it is not part of the
ordinary business of a
banker to give advice to
customers as to invest-
ments generally, it appears
to me to be clear that there
may be occasions when
advice may be given by a
banker as such and in the
course of his business…if
he undertakes to advise, he
must exercise reasonable
care and skill in giving the
advice. He is under no
obligation to advise, but if
he takes upon himself to do
so, he will incur liability if he
does so negligently.”
[129] The Bank has denied

that it owed such a duty to
the claimants. The Bank
referred the court to
Barclays Bank plc v Khaira,
where Thomas Morison
Q.C restated the principle in
this manner:
“In the normal course of
events, the Bank owed no
duty of care in tort or con-
tract to proffer explanations
or to advise the taking of
independent legal advice to
those who come to their
premises to sign securities.
That said, banks would be
well advised to ensure that
wives who sign documents
for their husband’s benefit
should routinely be asked
to take independent legal
advice since otherwise they
will be exposed to the risk
of being saddled with a
charge which in equity the
court is not prepared to
enforce because of the hus-
band’s undue influence…
Further, … banks should be
encouraged, as a matter of
good business practice to
explain to those who have
come to their premises to
sign securities, the nature
and effect of the document
to be signed without laying
themselves upon the
charge that they had a legal
duty to do so… Many banks
undertake the task of
explaining the effect of doc-
uments to prospective guar-
antors…However, it is with
respect, logically fallacious
to say that because banks
routinely do offer explana-
tions, they are under a legal
duty to do so.” (Bold
emphasis mine)
[130] The question of
whether such a responsibili-
ty or duty to advise has
been assumed and the
extent of such a duty
depends on the facts of
each case. In Crestsign Ltd
v National Westminster
Bank plc and another, while
the court found that the
Bank owed no duty to give
advice in light of an express
disclaimer of responsibility,
the court also found that:
“the banks had owed, in the
first instance, no duty to
explain the nature and
effect of the proposed
transactions. However, the
manager had come under a
duty to explain fully and
accurately the nature and
effect of the products in
respect of which he had
chosen to volunteer an
explanation. He had come
under a duty to explain their
effect accurately, without
misleading. However, the
duty has not extended as
far as a duty to educate, in
the sense of giving a com-
prehensive tutorial and sat-
isfying himself that the cus-
tomer had correctly
understood the information
provided to him, or its impli-
cations or consequences,
or to ensure that he had
taken an informed decision.
However, the duty would
extend to correcting any
obvious misunderstandings
communicated by the cus-
tomer and answering any
reasonable questions he
might ask about those prod-
ucts in respect of which the
manager had chosen to vol-
unteer information.” (Bold
emphasis mine)

{TO BE CONTINUED}
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Sydney Bennett K.C. – represented the 1st
Defendant
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Short-term only. 
Fully furnished 2-bedroom Apt

at Springs, St. George.
Comes with all the amenities –
just bring your clothes & come.
Call: 420-2442 or 407-4401

for details 
********

Affordable apartment in
Barbados near to U.S
Embassy and Airport.

Call: 246-234-3679 or
246-259-9187

********
Bougainvillea Apts

Self-contained apts centrally
located in Grand Anse by
shopping centers, banks,
beach,transportation, ful ly
equipped for self-catering with
full kitchen, veranda, cable TV,
internet. Ideal for long/short
term lets. On SGU hospital bus
routes.

www.grenada-
bougainvillea.com or 

bougainvillea473@gmail.com
Call:444-4930

********
Apartments (unfurnished) in
The Glean, Mt. Gay

Call: 417-7262 
********

One Bedroom & Two
Bedrooms Apartments
(Unfurnished & Furnished)
Mt. Paranasus (Valley View
Drive).

Contact: 533-1800 / 
406-9700

********

Located in Tempe, is a   mod-
est three bedroom home
which includes one bathroom,
living room and  kitchen and is
close to all amenities.

Tel: 425-6921 What'sapp

Morne Jaloux, St. George -
14,779 sq ft
La Pastora, St. David -
10,436 sq ft

Phone: 449-3056 
********

Certified Events Planner
Planning your next event:
Weddings, Baby showers,
Birthday parties, Engagement
and more.
Call: 459-5865 for more info

********

FOR RENT
Call: 1 (473) 435-9363

email: newtoday.gnd@gmail.com
website: www.thenewtodaygrenada.com

Follow us on our Facebook Page:
The New Today Grenada

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Free Online Advertising

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

   
  

 
  
  

    
     

   
   

    
   

   
   
   

    
   

    
  

   

    
 

  
   

  
   

   
   

   
   

   
    

  
    

   
 
   

  
  

    
    
  
   

    
    

   

   
 
  
   

   
   

   
    

  
  
   

    
   

  
   

   
   

   
  

  
    

    
    

  
   

  
  

    
     

   
 

   
   

   
  

   
  

  
  

   
  

   
   
     

  
   

   
 

   
    

   
  
    
  
   

   
 

  
  

    
   

    
   
  

   
   
   

 
 

  
 

   
  

  
  
    

    
  

   
 

  
   

   
   
  

  
   
   

    
  
 
     

  
   

   
   

   
  
  

   
    
    

    
   

    
  
   

   
   

  

PROPERTIES FOR SALE
Great investment for apartments or residential 
properties at Mt. Parnassus on cleared Sloping Land 
of 19, 524 Sq., ft with partial ocean view facing 
west.  Price EC$273, 336

***************
Reduced price of lot at Harvey Hale, Carriacou.  
Comprising of 14, 157 Sq., ft of land walking 
distance to new port.  Price $141, 570

***************
Prime Land at Lance Aux Epines with ocean views 
on 19, 959 Sq., ft. Price upon request

***************
Prime waterfront gently sloping land consisting of 
approx.. 24,487 sq.ft , located at True Blue.  

Price: Upon Request
***************

Contact 407-0264.
 

   
 

  
   

  
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

  
  

  
   

   
  

  
   
   

   
  

    
   

   
  

  
   
   
  

  
   

  
  

  
   

   
   

   
   

 
   

  

  
 

PROPERTYFOR SALE

LANDS FOR SALE

A+ Institute Junior Academy, announces its 
Registration for New Students for Grades: 2, 
3, 4, 5 and 6

School Hours: Mondays to Fridays 8:00 am to 
2:00 pm

We specialize in:

For further information, Call Stefan Hypolite: 
404-8161 / 420-6996 

CLASSES

NOTICE
For all your classified needs 

you can come into our 
sub-office on St. John’s 

Street, opposite 
Photo Max Studio

Deadline for submission of  
classifieds is Wednesdays 

at 4:00pm!!!

or call

435-9363

SERVICES
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Southern African Drought: Extreme Hardship,
Hopefully Only in the Short Term

By Kevin Humphrey
JOHANNESBURG,
South Africa -
Heading into the tradi-
tional dry period of win-
ter in southern Africa,
there was significant
consternation due to
the drastically below
average rainfall the
region has been expe-
riencing since January
2024.
Countries, including

Botswana, Mozambique,
Angola, Malawi,
Zimbabwe and Zambia,
have only received less
than 20 percent of the
rainfall that they usually
receive in the month of
February. The driest
January/February period
in 40 years, according to
a report issued by the
United Nations Office for
the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs.
Agriculture in these

describes as a “climate
disaster hotspot,” El
Nino, the climate pat-
tern that originates
along the equator in
the Pacific Ocean, has
severely influenced the
weather in the region.
A feature of El Nino is
that it brings high tem-
peratures and low rain-
fall to southern Africa.
This dries out the
ground, causing floods
when it does rain.
Professor Jasper Knight
of the School of
Geography, Archaeology
and Environmental
Studies at Wits University
spoke to IPS about the
current extreme weather
conditions.
“We are in an oscillat-
ing period of El Nino,
and this causes vari-
ability in regional rain-
fall  across southern
Africa. Some parts of
the region are very dry
and have experienced
heat waves; parts of
southern Lesotho are
currently in a crisis
state of drought,
according to the
International Food
Policy Research
Institute (IFRC),” says
Knight.
“But this water crisis
isn’t just about rainfall;
it is also about manag-
ing water more effec-
tively when it is already
scarce. The water
infrastructure in south-
ern Africa is not fit for
purpose and this
makes the situation
worse. Developing
more resil ient infra-
structure wil l  help
buffer some of the neg-
ative effects of rainfall
variability. This in turn
will help society cope
with drought events.”
In addition to the prob-
lem of raising crops,
which has led to very
real risks of food inse-
curity, a lack of water
has ushered in wide-
spread outbreaks of
cholera. The rainy sea-
son misfired and
became a drought and

the fact that the next
wet season is months
away increases fears
for the region as a
whole in terms of the
provision of food and
the effects on people’s
lives economically and
in terms of dangerous
health threats.
According to the Food,
Agriculture and Natural
Resources Policy
Analysis Network
(FANRPAN), southern
Africa is in the grip of
an urgent crisis.
FANRPAN stated in a
recent media briefing
that “the situation is
dire and demands
immediate attention.
Widespread crop fail-
ure looms in Malawi,
Zambia, and
Zimbabwe. Livestock
are dying at alarming
rates due to a lack of
water and vegetation.
“The movement of

desperate people and
animals is spreading
diseases, including
those transmissible to
humans.”
A drought disaster was
declared in Zambia on
February 29 and
Malawi’s president fol-
lowed suit on March
23—for the fourth year
in a row that weather
conditions have led the
country to do this. 
The World Food

Programme (WFP)
said El Niño was
“exacerbating the dev-
astating effects of the
climate crisis in
Malawi.” Zimbabwe
joined them in early
April.

Reuters reported
Zimbabwean President
Emmerson Mnangagwa
as saying, “More than
2.7 million people in the
country will go hungry
this year and more than
USD 2 billion in aid is
required for the coun-
try’s national response.”
Joe Glauber, a senior
research fellow at the
International Food
Policy Research
Institute (IFPRI), spoke

to IPS.
“This year’s El Nino-
related production
shortfalls are partially
offset by larger carry-
ing stocks following
large maize crops in
2022 and 2023.  Poor
crops have already
resulted in increased
imports in countries
like Zimbabwe. Exports
are expected to fall as
stocks tighten in the
region. The coming La
Niña wil l  hopefully
bring needed precipita-
tion to the region later
this year, which should
mean that the drought-
related shortages are
relatively short-lived.”
This hopeful forecast
is also mentioned in a
blog published, on April
10, 2024, by the
International Food
Policy Research
Institute (IFPRI).
Entit led “Southern
Africa drought: Impacts
on maize Production,”
Joseph Glauber and
Weston Anderson
wrote: “Unlike 2014 to
2016, when key pro-
ducer-exporter South
Africa suffered back-to-
back droughts, this
year’s drought follows
a year of good harvest
and stock building.
Larger beginning
stocks will help buffer
the impact of the cur-
rent drought. However,
supplies from outside
the region will be nec-
essary to meet con-
sumption needs, and
exports wil l  l ikely
decline, particularly to
markets outside of
Southern Africa.”
Drought and the atten-
dant extreme hard-
ships that it causes are
undoubtedly creating
havoc in the region.
Hopefully, food stocks
from countries l ike
South Africa wil l  go
some way to alleviating
this crisis and that this
coming spring, there
will be ample rain and
bumper crops.

A field of maize spoiled by drought in Zambia, one of the countries that has
declared an emergency as it grapples with the effects of El Niño. Credit:
WFP/Gabriela Vivacqua
large areas of southern
Africa has been seri-
ously affected, as farm-
ing is rainfall-depen-
dent with no access to
irrigation systems.
Machinda Marongwe,
programme director of

Oxfam Southern Africa,
said the region is “in
crisis” and called on
donors to “immediately
release resources” to
prevent an “unimagin-
able humanitarian situ-
ation.”

“With all these coun-
tries facing multiple
crises simultaneously,
the urgency cannot be
overstated,” Marongwe
said.
In southern Africa, a
region Oxfam

Edward Phiri cooking mealies (maize) on an open fire at his vegetable stall in a
busy street in Windsor West, Johannesburg. Edward, mentioned how expen-
sive mealies had become in the last few months and that he was the only veg-
etable stall selling cooked maize. All the other stalls (at least 15 in a small but
densely populated area) had closed down due to high costs. Credit: Kevin
Humphrey/IPS
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* From page 9
here. In Apri l  2024, we
hosted some investors from
Grenada. They were in
Abuja and Lagos. We
spoke to them and they
took back some ideas that
they are working on. We
are also planning a direct
fl ight for some Nigerian
businessmen and women
in October 2024. This exhi-
bit ion would showcase
Nigerian small and medium
enterprises and afford them
collaborations in their vari-
ous areas of interest.
3) In the next five years,
how do you see the rela-
tionship between Nigeria
and Grenada?
I want to witness a suc-
cessful partnership. A part-
nership that will enable or
afford Nigerians to make
Grenada their second
home and for Grenadians
to make Nigeria their sec-
ond home. The world has
become a global market
space and Nigerians who
are doing business there
can earn foreign exchange.
We need all those foreign
currencies to come to
Nigeria.
Nigerians are exceptionally
gifted. Before my appoint-
ment, over 150 Nigerians
used to travel to Grenada
to study medicine. Grenada
has an excellent medical
college. The numbers have
increased to more than 250
in the last two years. We
are considering the poten-
tial of increasing it to 500
because the medical sys-
tems in America and
Canada absolve roughly
1,000 doctors from this col-
lege. Is it not lovely to wit-
ness Nigerians handling
matters and returning
money to their country? I
see huge opportunities in
the areas of travel and
tourism, real estate invest-
ment and renewable ener-
gy. This synergy can earn
us a remarkable amount of
foreign exchange yield.
4) One of the major chal-
lenges in getting to
Grenada from Nigeria is a
lack of an air transport
system. What are the
plans to solve this issue?
Two potential airline part-
nerships are currently
under development, with
ongoing discussions and
negotiations taking place to
bring these opportunities to
fruition. One of the biggest
airlines in Nigeria is almost
concluding discussions with
the Caricom State
(Caribbean Community).
We are also working on a
wet lease arrangement for
a direct flight from Nigeria
to Grenada. This wil l
enable Nigerians and
Africans to fly directly from
here to Grenada in under
10 hours once everything is
ready. The norm is that you
will either need to travel to
the United Kingdom for six
or seven hours, then a lay-
over for another four (4)

Exploring New Horizons: Sonoiki unveils
initiatives for Nigeria-Grenada trade

also enjoy as much as 10
years of visa access to
both America and Canada.
Why would you want to be
subjected to humiliation
and unwarranted hardship
in another country when
you can enjoy the privi-
leges in Grenada, the Pride
of the Caribbean?
If you choose to visit

Grenada to explore and
experience first-hand, we
will be delighted to issue
appropriate entry visas
before determining your
next step of action.
Young talented and enter-
prising Nigerians can take
advantage of the small
business opportunities, cre-
ating sustainable wealth
and preserving the same
for their effort and sweat.
9) Can you pinpoint spe-
cific education opportuni-
ties in Grenada?
St. George’s University in
Grenada is a renowned
medical college of repute
from where Canada and
America select over 1,000
medical doctors from year
to year. We can assist
Nigerian students who
want to become a medical
student at St. George’s
University in Grenada. The

Honorary Consulate of
Grenada is always willing
and ready to be of assis-
tance to all  Africans
desirous of this journey.
You can stay, work, and
live there and still find your-
self back to Nigeria, your
home.
10) On trade, what is the
trade relation between
Nigeria and Grenada and
can you put a value to it?
If you go on the internet,
you will see the level of
trade between Nigeria and
Grenada over the years.
You will also see the para-
digm shift in the trade vol-
ume in the two years. We
are putting effort together
to enhance collaboration in
export between both coun-
tries and the rest of the
world. I want a situation
where an exporter of
spices in Nigeria can
increase their volume of
trade to Canada, America
and Europe through a con-
tinuum and synergy of both
countries, thereby making
them aggregators for the
sales and distribution of
commodities. You are not
just a Nigerian exporter;
you are also exporting from
your partners in Grenada.

Abidemi Oluwagbenga Sonoiki (FCIB) and team
hours or three (3) hours
before travelling finally for
eight hours or more to the
destination in Grenada.
Similarly, if you choose to
travel via the USA as well,
you will need to travel to
Atlanta or New York and
then to Miami, which will
take 16 to 21 hours to the
Island of Grenada.
We're bringing in financial
partners (investors) to
resolve this challenge
because I have witnessed
all these obstacles. We are
very definite of the possibil-
ities of direct flight in the
next 6 to 9 months.
5) Can you please speak
on the opportunities in
the finance sector that
you think Nigerians can
benefit from?
Currently, we are in conver-
sation with a Finnish firm
that is prepared to provide
Nigerians and Grenadians
capital to enable invest-
ments there. There are
numerous small and medi-
um-sized business oppor-
tunities. Ranging from ser-
vice delivery l ike the
Go-kada service delivery
system, Nigerians can
afford franchises of some
global fast-food outlets and
take them there through a
business visa instead of
the popular “Japa” route.
The first mover advantage
can possibly earn us some
foreign investment yield. It
will afford young enterpris-
ing Nigerians and
Grenadians the synergy
and symbiotic relationship.
6) Can you tell us more
about the strategic
importance of Grenada in
the Caribbean region and
its global influence?
Grenada is the pride of the
Caribbean. I am not saying
this because I am repre-
senting them. Honestly, if
you take a one-week holi-
day there, you would not
want to come back -
although they need our col-
laboration given our busi-
ness ideas and skills.
Grenada serves as a gate-
way to both North and
South America, including
countries such as the
United States and Canada.
Grenadians have direct
access to the United

Kingdom and are treated
as cit izens there. The
island is an active member
of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM)
and plays a pivotal role in
regional economic and
security initiatives. The cur-
rent Prime Minister of
Grenada is the one cham-
pioning the development
that is going on in the
Caribbean. Globally,
Grenada has established
strong diplomatic and trade
partnerships, contributing
to its growing influence on
the international stage. It is
a very peaceful country
that just needs more of the
fintech and banking invest-
ments and things wil l
improve the more.
In the next five years, the
Prime Minister of Grenada
and the Nigerian President
will be the people who will
be globally applauded for
championing development
across the globe. The
opportunities for invest-
ment and trade in Grenada
are in abundance beyond
human eyes.
7) Grenada is known for
Tourism and a rich cul-
ture. What is your plan to
build tourism relations
between Grenada and
Nigeria?
Nigerians are wealthy indi-
viduals in their own right.
Tourism plays a crucial role
in defining leisure time. I
have visited Grenada many
times and upon each visit, I
have found that there is not
enough housing. Short-lets
(Airbnb), hotels, and other
accommodations are in
short supply. There are
huge opportunit ies for
wealth creation in the real
estate space. Reservations
must be made in advance.
Thus, i f Nigerians can
diversify their risks and see
the potential, they get to
earn a lot of money. You
can conduct your business
in Nigeria and also expand
it to Grenada. We know
places in Grenada where
you can develop real
estate, which is one of the
major industries there.
Nigerians can make a ton
of foreign exchange via
real estate.
Medical tourism is another
area that is also viable in
terms of investments.

Nigerian physicians are
excellent and renowned,
and we can forge collabo-
ration and partnership
between both countries in
the medical field. Waste
management and renewal
energy are among the few
interests we can also
explore.

8) What are the benefits
of obtaining a Grenadian
citizenship? And then in
this age of “Japa”, why
do you think Nigerian
youths should ditch
countries like the UK, and
Canada and opt for
Grenada?
Speaking of citizenship, if
you want to be a citizen of
America or Canada, you
may need to be there physi-
cally for the next three to
five years to acquire such
privilege. You do not need
to do that with Grenada,
whose passport affords you
access and visa-free move-
ment to about 150 destina-
tions. You can become a
global cit izen through
Grenada in less than six
months, although the coun-
try will undertake very thor-
ough international checks
and processes.
Your access to London,
Paris, Switzerland, Russia,
and China will become a
delight and pride. You may
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Glendon Marvin Francis, alias “Pan-ah-mas,” a 32-year-
old labourer from Mt Horne, St. Andrew, has been cap-
tured by police after nearly two (2) months on the run.
He faces charges of arson and assault with a deadly
instrument, stemming from an incident at a dwelling
house in Resource, St. Mark, between May 3 and 4.
The circumstances leading to the incident are still
unclear, but it has left a young woman seeking public

assistance after losing her home and all her possessions
to a devastating fire.
The police issued a wanted notice on June 06, seeking
public help in locating Francis in connection with the
arson offense, which carries a maximum penalty of life in
prison.
He was finally apprehended by law enforcement on
Monday and appeared unrepresented before Magistrate

Nevlyn John at the Gouyave Magistrate’s Court on
Tuesday. 
Francis has been remanded to the Richmond Hill Prison,
and is scheduled to appear in court again on August 19.
The matter is expected to continue at the Victoria
Magistrate’s Court in the jurisdiction where the offence
was committed.

ARSON SUSPECT GLENDON FRANCIS
CAPTURED AND REMANDED

Glendon Francis – seen on the occasion of his first court appearance
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