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KMAN MUSIC LINKED TO VIOLENT ACT
AT BOCA SECONDARY SCHOOL

STORY ON PAGE 3

Flashback to an incident in TNT in 2023 when gunmen attacked and tried to kill KMAN in gang warfare

KMAN – is sparking controversy in the Spice Isle
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The violence culture
around controversial
Trinidad artiste KMAN
has apparently reached
into the school system in
Grenada.
THE NEW TODAY was

told about a violent inci-
dent which took place
Wednesday at the Boca
Secondary School in
which a school boy pulled
out a knife against anoth-
er over the playing of
KMAN’s music.

The Royal Grenada
Police Force (RGPF) has
confirmed the incident at
the school which is locat-
ed in the St George
North-east constituency
of former Minister of
State for Sports ad
Culture Ron Redhead.
According to a well-

placed source, the princi-
pal of the school Marsha
Lendore called the
Central Police station on
the Carenage to fi le a
report about a 16-ye ar
old student who attacked
another one with “a knife
and toy gun.”
A police party rushed to

the school and took the
school boy into custody.
He was charged for the

offence of being in pos-
session of an offensive
weapon and granted bail.
The source told THE

NEW TODAY: “The boy
who was threatened was
playing Kman's "bad
tunes" and knife boy did
not like it. This is of great
concern since it means
that knife boy sides with
gang opposed to Kman.
It also means that the
boy's l i fe is in danger
after he reported knife
boy.”
Several unsuccessful

attempts were made to
contact the school princi-
pal for comment on the

issue.
There are also reports

circulating that some stu-
dents are now spotted
wearing red or blue
scarfs which seem to
suggest that they might
be linked to a particular
Gang in the country.
The KMAN-linked inci-

dent at Boca Secondary
School comes as the
Dickon Mitchell- led
National Democratic
Congress (NDC) govern-
ment has taken a deci-
sion to prevent the artiste
from the twin island
republic making an
appearance at the
February 6 show at the
CowPen in La Filette, St
Andrew.
A top party member said

that the Cabinet of
Ministers met on Tuesday
and KMAN was the sub-
ject of discussions in light
of reports that a contract
is out to assassinate him
by a rival Gang in
Trinidad.
According to source, one
of the action that is being
contemplated is to deny
the request by the pro-
moters of the show for a
work Permit to be grant-
ed for KMAN to perform
on the island.
“This performance will

not take place,” said a
well-placed official within
the Ministry of National
Security.

There has been an
uproar on the island fol-
lowing reports that the
artiste who is believed to
have a price tag on his
head for possible execu-
tion in ongoing gang war-
fare in the twin island
republic is being brought
to Grenada by a promo-
tional outfi t known as
“Rollout Promotions, The
CowPen Big Yard &

KMAN music linked to violent
act at Boca Secondary School

thought about bringing
this gangster here?”

A Grenadian in the
Diaspora warned the
authorities in his home-
land to do everything
possible to keep out per-
sons or gangs that can
come in and influence the
youths in Grenada.
He said: “That group

(Trinidad Gangsters) will
be a bad influence for the
youths here. It is the right
thing to ban them. That
will give the groups like
the Mt. Horne possee
encouragement. People
who are aware of the sit-
uations will think other-
wise. The "empty youths"
are easily misled.
Therefore, it is crucial to
keep out negative influ-
ences, which can trigger
more negative activities
within our societies.”

A former Grenada
Parliamentarian suggest-
ed that the Treaty of
Chaguaramas that led to

the formation of the
Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) should be
relooked to curb the right
to freedom of travel by
everyone within the
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g
Caribbean.
He said that persons

who are linked to gang
violence, and promote
violence in their music
should not be allowed to
travel freely within mem-
ber states of Caricom.
“…This glorification of

gun violence is a sick
counterculture being
transplanted from
Trinidad. It started first in
Jamaica and South
Africa. The government
should move swiftly to
ban this artiste (KMAN)
and put in place a policy
that would seriously cur-
tail those artistes who
thrive within this subcul-
ture coming into
Grenada,” he added.
(Continue on page 8)

Bogozo Barbershop.”
KMAN is known to have

performed at CowPen
just over a year ago.
The February 6 show

that is already being pro-
moted on go2fete.com is
due to take place one
day before the island cel-
ebrates its Golden
Jubilee Independence.
Grenadians are said to

be fearful that a perfor-
mance by KMAN can
attract violence by those
after him which could put
a severe damper on the
Independence celebra-
tions in the Spice Island.
Several prominent locals

have contacted THE

NEW TODAY pointing
out that they have voiced
their strongest opposition
to the entry of the contro-
versial figure at “the high-
est level” within the Royal
Grenada Police Force
(RGPF).
“If this artiste is really

coming here then securi-
ty needs to be tr ipled
because he actually has
a bounty on his head,”
said one Grenadian.
This is an obvious refer-

ence to the two attempts
to assassinate the artiste
within the past f ive
months in Trinidad with
the latest being two days
after Christmas Day.

He narrowly escaped
death but three of his
associates were killed in
a hail of bullets along
with an innocent
bystander in an area
close to the Churchil l
Roosevelt Highway
between Curepe and St
Augustine.
KMAN also survived a

previous assassination
attempt on his l i fe in
October when armed
gunmen attacked and left
him and another man
injured in the incident.

One concerned
Grenadian asked the
question: “How and who
is the promoter that even

KMAN - will not be allowed to perform
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Twitter: @newtodaygrenada low profile rather than
accept a contract to
perform at the CowPen
in La Fil lette, St
Andrew.
The promoters of the

show are also insensi-
t ive to bring in this
artiste at this point in
time given the well-
publicised assassina-
tion attempts on his
life.
It shows that both par-

ties are prepared to put
dollars in front of the
safety and well-being
of the people of
Grenada.

The 19-month old
Dickon Mitchell- led
Congress administra-
tion must do everything
possible to ensure that
KMAN is kept out for
now and to avoid the
possible spreading of
bloodshed on the eve

of our 50th anniversary
of independence.
History will never for-

give the members of
the Cabinet of Grenada
for not acting in such a
manner that our show-
piece event will never
be remembered as one
with blood-letting.
This gem of an island

has seen enough inno-
cent blood being shed,
especially the carnage
that took place on
October 19, 1983 on
Fort George/Rupert
when Prime Minister
Maurice Bishop was
executed by a rival fac-
tion within the then rul-
ing New Jewel
Movement (NJM) that
created the Grenada
Revolution.
The professional killers
in Trinidad have shown
no mercy to innocent

bystanders in carrying
out their orders to take
out the life of anyone
whom they are con-
tracted to kill.
An open air perfor-

mance at Cowpen by
KMAN is a good and
perfect opportunity to
take care of him and in
the process innocent
Grenadians might also
lose their lives.
There is also enough

information circl ing
about the ties between
some local elements
and their counterparts
in Trinidad especially
those associated with
the rival Gangs l ike
KMAN’s 6ixx and the
Seven.
The police have in

their possession a
video in which a known
character from St
Juil les Street in the

Town of St George is
seen in Trinidad with
members of one of the
Gangs.
Information is also cir-

culating that another
key member linked to
the Carenage Ghetto is
l inked to a Trinidad
Gang.
It is clear that any

Gang in Trinidad that
wants to get at KMAN
in his appearance at
the CowPen will have
persons on the ground
in Grenada to aid them
in carrying out the task.
The Carnival Monday

incident at Egmont in
which two professional
kil lers from Trinidad
moved into the island
through Woburn to
carry out an execution
is a gentle reminder to
the Security Forces of
what is possible from
these criminal ele-
ments.
It is imperative that the

Congress government
take action in the best
interest of Grenada
and inform the promot-
ers of the show that
KMAN “is too hot to
handle” at this point in
time.
The incident at the

Boca Secondary
school on Wednesday
in which a knife and a
toy gun was pulled by
a student against
another related to the
singing of KMAN music

is also a reminder of
some of us “going the
wrong way.”
THE NEW TODAY is

suggesting that the
government must
refuse to grant work
permits to any artiste
who is promoting
gangsterism and the
gun culture to perform
on the island.
The criminals must not
be allowed to win this
war against law and
order and peace in our
beautiful island.

THE NEW TODAY
would also l ike to
extend condolences to
the Green family of
H.A Blaize Street on
the passing of the
head of the household
Simeon Green who
has been a frequent
contributor with letters
to our newspaper over
the years.
Mr. Green used his

skil ls as a writer to
highlight many ills in
the society especially
on the Carenage and
in the Town of St
George.
Grenada has lost a

true and brave patriotic
son of the soil and may
the Memory of Simeon
Green l ive on as a
blessing to those of us
in the newspaper busi-
ness given his many
noble and worthwhile
contributions to help
uplift our people.

THE NEW TODAY will
give full and total sup-
port to a decision taken
by the National
Democratic Congress
(NDC) government of
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell not to give per-
mission to the contro-
versial Trinidad artiste
KMAN to perform on
the island on February
6 – one day before our
people celebrate 50
years of
Independence.
The decision must be

taken in the National
Interest despite a com-
mitment by St
George’s to promote
free movement of sev-
eral categories of
workers among mem-
ber states of the
Caribbean Community

(CARICOM).
Events in recent times

show that this particu-
lar artiste is a t ime
bomb with a price tag
on his head by warring
gangs in Trinidad &
Tobago.
The fact is that an

attempt was made as
recently as December
27 to kill KMAN in an
incident in which three
of his associates died
in a hail of bullets and
he narrowly escaped
death.
A few weeks earlier,

hit men had launched
an attack which left
him and another close
associate injured.
This is enough evi-

dence to show that
KMAN should be in
hiding and keeping a

KEEP KMAN
OUT!!!

The Ministry of
Agriculture is thrilled to
announce the upcoming
National Agriculture
Investment Symposium
(AgriVest) 2024, sched-
uled for January 24th,
2024. This one-day
event promises to bring
together a diverse range
of stakeholders to
explore, collaborate, and
innovate in the field of
agriculture.

AGRIVEST 2024 is
more than just a sympo-
sium; it's a movement to
transform the agricultur-
al landscape. With a
theme of "Reimagining
Agriculture," the event
aims to spark discus-
sions on sustainable
practices, investment
opportunit ies, policy
reforms, and the future
of farming in Grenada.
Event Highlights:
1. Diverse Audience:
AGRIVEST 2024 is open
to all individuals interest-
ed in agriculture, finance,
investment, innovation,
and networking. Farmers,
A g r o - p r o c e s s e r s ,
investors, policymakers,
researchers, students,

and industry profession-
als are welcome to
attend.
2. Keynote Speakers:
Renowned experts and
thought leaders wil l
share insights on the
importance of agricultur-
al investment and sus-
tainable practices.
3. Presentations:
a. Financial Services
Sector on available
financing options.
b. Technological
advancements in agri-
culture.
c. Presentation on
Grenada's Agriculture
Plan 2024-2029.
4. Interactive Sessions:
Engage in panel discus-
sions, workshops, and
Q&A sessions covering
public-private partner-
ships, access to finance,
technological advance-
ments, and more.
5. Networking
Opportunities: Connect
with like-minded individ-
uals, explore investment

National Agriculture Investment Symposium (AgriVest)
2024: Reimagining Agriculture for a Sustainable Future

prospects, and build
valuable partnerships
6. Innovation Showcase:
Discover innovative
farming practices and
cutting-edge technolo-
gies shaping the future
of agriculture.
The Ministry of
Agriculture is committed
to fostering collaboration
and knowledge
exchange among stake-
holders in Grenada's
agriculture sector.
AgriVest 2024 aligns
with our goal of making
agriculture appealing
and engaging while
ensuring that
farmers are valued and
taken seriously.
Media houses, journal-
ists, and influencers are
invited to cover this
transformative
event. AgriVest 2024 will
provide valuable
insights, stories, and
opportunities that
deserve media attention.

Event Details:
● Date: January 24th,
2024
● Venue: Radisson
Crown Ballroom
● Registration and more informa-
tion: @AGRIVESTGrenada ,
agrivest.gd.
● Time: 8:00 am - 7:00
pm
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As we move into a new
year, a new era of 50
years after indepen-
dence, a developing but
changing society where
security is paramount,
the lone enforcement
entity must respond by
demonstrating strong
leadership and manage-
ment capabilities. 
It must be understood
that the fear of crime as
we have been experi-
encing since the begin-
ning of the millennium,
has a devastating effect
on society even more
than the crime itself.
We must come to the
realisation that it obvi-
ously cannot be busi-
ness as usual, and so a
new set of actions is
needed to change the
posture of policing today.  

The current administra-
tion must take a good
look at the structure of
the RGPF and its con-
struct as it relates to per-
sons placed in responsi-
ble positions.
The public is becoming
very concerned and from
time to t ime asking
questions like:-
*Are those in positions
capable in terms of
readiness for the job?
*Do they understand the
needs of the state secu-
rity requirements?
*Are the right people in
the right positions?
*Are we seeing officers
being promoted for the
wrong reason?

*Why station duties
especially at nights are
sti l l  headed by
Constables yet we keep
hearing of promotions so
often?
*Are the Ministry of
National Security and
the RGPF in synchroni-
sation with each other?
*Is there a strategic
approach plan in place
to respond to threats of
crimes to ensure public
safety and security?
We cannot approach the
beginning of the next
fifty years experiencing
the increasing number of
crimes.
Thoughtful Observer

Downfall in National Security!!!
Please permit me space
in your most popular
medium to add my 1-
Pence on the so-called
Media in Grenada. They
are not worth being
referred to anymore as
the Fourth Estate. No
offence meant to you Mr
Editor.
With the exception of a
few like yourself, so few
that they can be count-
ed on one hand, they
have all become
‘recording secretaries’.
They are best at press
releases, attending
News Conferences and
press briefings where
they are called to take
dictations and regurgi-
tate what was said.
The game has changed
and the public listen and
view at the same time
while they are taking the
dictation, hence we get
a repeat over and over

again.
I can recall a press
briefing by this present
Government where not
one single question was
asked by the media.
Mr. Editor, they depend
on the news items and
scoops published by
your medium and then
seek confirmation,
instead of finding and
breaking the news for
themselves.
I can also recall several
instances where these
same media people
jump on your items and
report on it without giv-
ing credit to the source
of the information.
Is that proper and cor-
rect journalism? It
seems to me that they
do not know the basic
rule of Journalism to
give credit to the source
and also for any photos
used.

The mischief making
MWAG, complained of
not being invited to an
event for the recent
Cabinet reshuffle when
they know fully well it is
different to the swearing
in of Ministers of a new
Government, Governor
Generals, Presidents of
the Senate etc.
Were they invited when
Peter David was to take
the oath in a reshuffle of
the previous NDC gov-
ernment and did not
show up?
It is not the first time
that Government
Ministers engaged in a
reshuffle of cabinet, has
taken their oath and
signed in private, and
even if the past
Administration did it dif-
ferently, matters not, we
voted for change and
transformation, not busi-
ness as usual.

The Media - from Fourth
Estate to Zero Estate!!!

Makes me wonder if it
is the food and cocktails
they were fighting for?
But only a few days
before they were well
fed in an engagement
with the Administration,
like no other under the
previous regime.
It was claimed by
MWAG that their boycott
was successful and sent
a strong message.
Seriously MWAG?  We
all viewed and listened
in on the press confer-
ence on various plat-
forms, like Mikey Live,
GIS and even GBN
Facebook page.
Was this a shot in the
foot GBN? The
Government got the
Information out to us in
the public without any
hindrance whatsoever
from MWAG. 
Kudos to the young
female reporter from
THE NEW TODAY (The
star of the show) as one
MWAG member referred

to her, who stood her
ground, engaged the
head table and asked
some pertinent ques-
tions. With some train-
ing and experience she
will do well in the field.
Kudos and cheers to
our Prime Minister who
is always ahead of his

game. Most importantly
the message was out
despite this nonsense
from MWAG.
Get with the times
MWAG and Media, we
no longer wait for the 12
o’clock or 7 o’clock
news to hear what is
happening in our coun-

try as we get it in real
time from Social Media.
MWAG, you cannot
derail our Government -
you are not a force nor
factor in going forward!!!

The Media Alert

Donald Trump used a
motto of "Making
America Great Again",
building up a lie or pre-
sumption that America
was once great, but is
not so right now. In the
statement we find vari-
ous messages.
America was once great
but is not so right now.
By saying it Donald
Trump creates a pre-
sumption that he can
make America Great
again.
Actually Donald often
said to large crowds that
"We must make
America great again".
Making the crowd inclu-
sive in this process is
essential. Donald was
talking to Americans
who felt out of place in
their own country,
unable to recognise it
when compared to
America in the past.
Many l ived in small
communities, urban
ghettos where they
feared the police and or
hated the Big
Corporations that
promised to create jobs
in their towns perma-
nently. Many corpora-
tions simply left these
small communities.
The present day elec-
tion for President has
Donald Trump in the
lead overcoming
President Biden by a
few points. The myth,
the accepted lie, stil l
works for Donald. 
Many Creative Works
of Art, literature, sculp-
ture, comic books are
based upon a person,
an event, a time in his-
tory frozen in time, but
easily reactivated using
technology and the cre-
ators imagination.
Myths develop over
time as readers, viewers

experience the creativity
and accept the commu-
nication of this artform,
making it a part of soci-
ety’s culture.
Have you ever seen old
films showing the crazy
historic period of the
great depression and
the years of criminality
throughout the 1920-
1930's? The FBI, those
G Men are shown to be
heroes taking on Al
Capone, Dil l inger,
Bonnie and Clyde, The
Barker Brothers with Ma
Barker.
The Federal Bureau of
Investigation took 5
years to clean these
renegades up, and
when they finished G.E.
Hoover and the FBI
became myths to many
Americans.
An incident happened
where The Barker Boys
were thought to be in a
hotel, so the FBI sur-
rounded it and shot over
3 thousand rounds into
the structure. They shot
Ma Barker but the rest
of the gang escaped.
Hoover was outraged
by the performance of
his G Men and they also
kil led an innocent
woman to boot. The
Federal Government
spoke to fi lm makers
and newspapers asking
them to present Ma
Barker as the leader of
the gang, a horrible mad
killer toting a machine
gun in the films.
Furthest from the reality
of the situation, but what
they managed to do is
divert any damaging
news of their incompe-
tence, and create the
myth of the infamous
"Ma Barker Gang". 
A movie was made of
Bonnie and Clyde,
showing these murder-

ers to be heroes of the
people who were
slaughtered by ambi-
t ious police off icers.
They were murderous
criminals, not victims,
yet the myth of Bonnie
and Clyde continues to
this day. 
Louis Riel and his fol-
lowers rebelled against
the Canadian
Government in Ottawa,
fighting for either repre-
sentation of their people
in Canada or building
their own nation within
Canada.
The Canadian and
British media presented
them as outlaws that
need to be arrested and
hanged for treason and
murder. Louis got a very
bad reputation through
the efforts of our
Government, yet now
Louis Riel is seen by
many Metis and
Canadians as a Hero to
his people, a myth
renewed in time.
People become myths,
write stories about
myths and their power
over the public in a his-
toric and contemporary
way.
Pop Eye the sailor
man, with his pipe, and
massive arms was a
fighter, drinker and very
real. The character Pop
Eye was based upon a
real man who lived by
the sea and perhaps did
love a lady known as
Olive.
Check it out, and next
time you hear of a myth
or a story perhaps
sounding untrue look
into it my friends and
enjoy. You'l l  be sur-
prised at what you find.

Steven Kaszab
Bradford, Ontario

Myths are Often Built
Upon Truth
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Two months after an
incident in the south of
the island at an enter-
tainment place known
as “Rumors” and oper-
ated by a major political
activist of the New
National Party (NNP),
police have finally laid a
charge on the business-
man.
Robert “Bobby” Ashley
Steele was charged
Sunday by the Royal
Grenada Police Force
(RGPF) for the offence
of Causing Harm to
senior public off icer
Mervyn Haynes, on
instructions from the
Director of Public
Prosecutions (DPP)
Christopher Nelson.
Hours later, Steele was
released on bail and will
have to appear at the
St. George’s
Magistrate’s Court on
February 16 for the first
hearing of the case.
Haynes was allegedly
beaten by Steele after
he visited “Rumors” in
November to ask him to
low down the music as
the noise was disturb-
ing medical students of
St George’s University
(SGU) who were living
in his apartment build-
ing in the True Blue
area.
After the incident, the
business operator went
to South St George
Police station to file a
complaint against
Haynes.
THE NEW TODAY
understands that when
the senior public officer
arrived at the station to
make a report about the
incident, he was taken
into custody, placed in a
cell while Steel was
allowed to leave the
station.
When quizzed about
the issue, a senior cop
indicated that the inves-
tigation carried out sub-
sequently suggested
that Steele was the
alleged aggressor in the
incident.
“I found out that Steele
went ahead to report (to
the station). But it was
discovered after that he
was the aggressive one
to Haynes whom he
beat up. It was also ver-
ified that there was no
intent by Haynes to use
his f irearm against
Steele,” he said.
Haynes is known to be
the holder of a licensed
firearm but was said to
be only attempting to
strike Steele with the
weapon in order to
keep him at a distance.
In commenting on the
incident two months
ago, Haynes said: “I
became fearful for my
life, and I pulled my
licensed firearm, which
was not engaged
(locked), and attempted
to hit him with it as I
received more punches
from him.
“Two of the security
guards at the establish-

Police charge Bobby
Steele for Causing Harm

Mervyn Haynes – a senior member of the
Grenada Public Service
ment quickly broke up
the tussle. I received a
busted lip, swelling on
my face and forehead
and trauma to my eyes
to which I visited the
hospital (was) exam-
ined and given a med-
ical report.
“I subsequently made a
complaint on Bobby. I
was held overnight in
the cell at South St.
George’s and released
pending further investi-
gation. Bobby came in
and gave his report on
Sunday when he made
comments at the station
that he had given me 3
good punches, and I
assaulted him. My eyes
got damaged in the tus-
sle.”
“Despite (of me) mak-
ing a complaint against
him, he left the station
after just around two
hours being there. This
problem of extremely

loud noise has been
going on for around 8
years now and despite
many complaints to the
South St. George
Police Station, there
has been no action
other than a few times
when they came and
asked them to turn
down the music, and
after the police leave
the music would go
right back up.
“I spent the night in

the cell and wasn’t
released until around
4.00 p.m, Sunday after-
noon when Bobby
Steele was allowed to
come in and give his
statement and leave
after 2 hrs on Sunday.”
Haynes has also given
instruction to his attor-
ney, Ruggles Ferguson,
KC to take civil legal
action against Steele
for the assault on him.

Bobby Steele – was taken into custody on
Sunday
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Female high court judge
Justice Agnes Actie has ruled
in favour of one of the island’s
top architects who brought a
case against a Grenada diplo-
mat.
The case involved Erik

Johnson of Atlantic
Partnership Architects Inc and
Ambassador Richard Nixon, a
major player in Grenada’s con-
troversial passport selling
scheme known as Citizenship
By Investment (CBI).
Johnson took court action for
close to EC$150, 000.00 owed
to him for professional ser-
vices agreed to on an “oral
contract” for an apartment
building that Nixon was con-

structing in the well-to-do area
of True Blue near to St
George’s University.
Johnson claimed that Nixon
only paid a fraction of the
money and court action was
instituted against him.
Attorney-at-law Hazel Hopkin

appeared for Atlantic while her
colleague Carah St. Paul was
retained by Nixon.
Justice Actie handed down
her ruling in the case on
January 11.
In her ruling, Actie stated that
the claimant (Atlantic) agreed
orally to perform the requested
services, and states that it was
understood that the defendant
would pay for the services

upon the presentation of
invoices for such services,
rendered at a rate of 4% of the
estimated build cost of
$7,000,000.00.”
“The claimant further con-
tends that the defendant, with-
out its knowledge or consent,
converted or caused to be con-
verted for his own use and
benefit, architectural designs,
plans and drawings of the
claimant for the construction
of the defendant’s building,”
she noted in the ruling.
As a public service, THE NEW
TODAY reproduces the Agnes
Actie judgment in the matter. 

Actie delivers ruling in case of Erik Johnson vs Richard Nixon

JUDGMENT
[1] ACTIE, J.: This dispute
is mainly about the deter-
mination of l iabil i ty for
alleged monies due and
owing to the claimant for
professional fees under an
oral contract for the ren-
dering of architectural ser-
vices, and for damages for
conversion of electronic
architectural drawings.
Brief Facts
[2] The claimant is a com-
pany engaged in the provi-
sion of architectural ser-
vices to the public. It is the
claimant’s case that some-
time prior to 2015, the
defendant approached Erik
Johnson, a director of the
claimant, with a request for
theprovision of architectur-
al services for an apart-
ment building in True Blue,
St. George.
[3] The claimant agreed
orally to perform the
requested services, and
states that it was under-
stood that the defendant
would pay for the services
upon the presentation of
invoices for such services,
rendered at a rate of 4% of
the estimated build cost of
$7,000,000.00.
[4] The claimant issued A
“Fee Appraisal 1” dated
30th March 2015 in the
amount of $32,200.00. The
defendant made a part
payment in the sum of
$5,000.00, leaving a bal-
ance of $27,200.00.
[5] The claimant asserts
that the work continued
unti l  approximately
September 2017, and that
“Fee Appraisal 3” dated
31st January 2018 was
thereafter submitted to the
defendant. The total
amount due under this
invoice was $147,200.00,
including the previous bal-
ance under “Fee Appraisal
1” amounting to
$27,200.00. By that date,
the claimant avers that the
defendant had paid a total
of $12,000.00.
[6] No further fees were
paid, and on 6th
September 2018, the
claimant wrote to the
defendant through its attor-
neys demanding the pay-
ment of the balance of
$147,200.00 on “Fee
Appraisal 3”. The defen-
dant’s attorneys responded
alleging that the total sum
agreed for services ren-

dered was $32,200.00,
and paid the sum of
$20,200.00. The claimant
now claims the balance on
“Fee Appraisal 3”.
[7] The claimant further
contends that the defen-
dant, without its knowledge
or consent, converted or
caused to be converted to
his own use and benefit,
architectural designs,
plans and drawings of the
claimant for the construc-
tion of the defendant’s
building.
Defendant’s case
[8] The defendant’s case is
that he requested that the
claimant design conceptual
plans for phases up to at
least preliminary planning
approval, and that he ver-
bally agreed with Mr. Erik
Johnson of the claimant for
the preparation of concep-
tual plans at a cost of
$32,200.00.
[9] The defendant con-
tends that he paid the total
payment of $32,200.00
and is not indebted to the
claimant any further sum of
money. The defendant fur-
ther denies that any cause
of action is made out for
conversion on the part of
the claimant as alleged.
Issues
[10] At the trial, the parties
conceded that they
entered into an oral con-
tract for the claimant’s ser-
vices through one of its
directors, Erik Johnson.
The claimant issued “Fee
Appraisal 1” dated 31st
March 2015 which
expressly stated the value
of the project and percent-
age payable for the
claimant’s services under
the contract. The defen-
dant admitted having paid
the claimant in accordance
with the terms of “Fee
Appraisal 1” and accepted
that the claimant provided
services post the Fee
Appraisal Invoice.
[11] The issues which
remain to be determined
are with respect to the
terms of the oral contract,
being whether the contract
provided for payment of
the defendant to the
claimant of the sum of
$140,000.00, exclusive of
value added tax, and fur-
ther whether the defendant
converted the claimant’s
architectural drawings.

Legal Analysis
Whether the contract pro-
vided for payment of the
claimant’s fee in the sum
of $140,000.00
[12] The parties dispute
the quantum of remunera-
tion agreed for the
claimant’s architectural
services. The claimant’s
pleaded case is that the
agreed price was 4% of
the estimated build cost of
$7,000,000.00XCD, being
$140,000.00 value added
tax exclusive, as indicated
in “Fee Appraisal 3” issued
to the defendant on 31st
January 2018.
[13] The defendant on the
other hand avers that the
oral arrangement between
the parties was for the pro-
vision of conceptual draw-
ings for the purposes of
submission to the Physical
Planning Authority for plan-
ning permission, and that
“Fee Appraisal 1” issued
by the claimant covered all
work that was done for the
conceptual plans. The
defendant asserts that
there is no consideration
moving from the defendant
to the claimant with
respect to “Fee Appraisal
3”.
[14] It was borne out in the
trial that the claimant was
to prepare architectural
designs sufficient for a
planning submission. The
defendant admitted under
cross examination that the
first set of drawings by the
claimant were rejected by
him, and that they were
never submitted for plan-
ning approval. It is also the
evidence that the claimant
thereafter continued work
on a new set of designs.
[15] The claimant’s evi-
dence is that the process
of producing the detailed
plans took place over a
period of t ime. It com-
menced with the defen-
dant’s approach to the said
Erik Johnson on the
prospect of providing archi-
tectural services, to the
preparation of init ial
designs, to the drawing of
a second design of a more
intense development, to
several changes/alter-
ations being made on the
instruction of the defen-
dant, to the completion of
all drawings and designs.
[16] It is this set of designs
which the claimant deliv-

ered to Bob Xu at the
request of the defendant,
for the application for plan-
ning permission. During
the trial, Bob Xu was
shown drawings prepared
by the claimant, and that
which was submitted for
planning approval, notably
the roof design for the
building, the design for
floor level 3 as well as the
three dimensional repre-
sentation of the building.

Bob Xu indicated in evi-
dence that there were min-
imal to no differences.
[17] This evidence is cor-
roborated by expert evi-
dence of Marjorie Johanna
Tamar which report was
filed on 4th February 2022

and accepted by the par-
t ies. The expert having
compared the two sets of
drawings concluded that:
“The similarities between
the APA and PITS draw-
ings are striking. A review
of the major building com-

ponents reveal the follow-
ing:
a. footprint of the building
is nearly identical.
b. apartment layout, mix
and distribution per floor
are nearly identical.
c. material palette and its
location are identical – cut
stone cladding, profiled
metal sheeting as roofing
and wall cladding, metal
handrails a steel cable rail-
ing.
None of the above
changes were necessary
to correct errors or omis-
sions. All of them are typi-
cal of brief development.”
[18] The expert evidence
of Marjorie Johanna Tamar
further states that the
architectural drawings and
designs prepared by the
claimant were ‘essentially
sufficient for the architec-
tural element of a Planning
Application’.
(Continue on page 17)

High court judge Justice Agnes Actie – handed
down the ruling in the case
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* From page 3
As pressure mounts
from Grenadians for the
Dickon Mitchell- led
Congress government to
take action to keep out
KMAN, one local busi-
nessman offered the fol-
lowing comment: “Let’s
see if the Minister of
National Security and
Police Commissioner act
in a proactive manner to
protect the Grenadian
youths from these so-
called artistes who pro-
mote and bring vio-
lence.”
Underworld figures in
Grenada have been
pointing fingers at two

individuals in the St
George’s area who have
ties with two of the major
Gangs in Trinidad – Sixx
and Seven.
The island has been
witnessing its own
upsurge of gun-related
violence within the past
five months.
Two professional killers
from Trinidad entered
Grenada through
Woburn to carry out an
execution in Egmont on
Carnival Monday in
August which resulted in
the death of one man.
One month later,

Vincentian Dexter
Chance, an alleged
major player in the drug

trade in the Eastern
Caribbean was assassi-
nated in Woburn in a
murder that is still to be
solved by the Police
Force.
There are also reports
that a large shipment of
powerful guns arrived on
the island and are now
in the hands of criminal
elements in the country.
Speculation is rife that
the frequent f ir ing of
high-powered weapons
in the Carenage and
Grand Mal/Fontenoy
areas could be done by
those now in possession
of these weapons for
testing purposes.

KMAN music linked to violent
act at Boca Secondary School

Showers of praise fell
on Chief Justice Janice
Pereira as members of
the legal fraternity rec-
ognized her contribution
as their leader who is
going into retirement
during a special sitting
to mark the opening of
the Law Year 2024 last
Friday at the Radisson
Grenada Beach Resort.
Speaking on behalf of
the Attorneys Generals
of the Organization of
the Eastern Caribbean
States, Attorney
General Senator

Claudette Joseph
thanked the Brit ish
Virgin Islander for her
work during her long
years of service to the
profession.
“…As the court con-

venes to mark the open-
ing of the new Law
Year, we also celebrate
and emulate and pro-
foundly thank our distin-
guished Chief Justice -
an outstanding
Caribbean daughter for
her stellar service to our
court and sub-region on
this her last sitting of an

opening over which she
will preside,” said the
Grenada AG who is also
the island’s Minister of
Legal Affairs.
According to the senior
government minister,
the theme chosen for
this year ’s Law Year
opening reflects the
work of the Chief
Justice during her
tenure.
“As the court sits on
this extraordinary occa-
sion, the theme chosen
“Innovation and Justice
Reform, the ECSC:

Looking to the future” is
apt and in a sense
speaks directly to the
tenure of Chief Justice
Pereira as head and
leader of the judiciary in
the Eastern Caribbean,”
she remarked. 
Praising the Eastern
Caribbean Supreme
Court (ECSC) leader-
ship, Sen. Joseph stat-
ed that development
and innovation within
the legal profession is
as a result of the body’s
evolutionary guidance
and governance.

AG Joseph: Our court is a success story

Attorney General Sen. The Hon Claudette
Joseph addressing the Bar 
“We have been blessed
with successive, pro-
gressive leadership that
has allowed us to
embrace our ever evolv-
ing social and economic
circumstances and in
that way to move for-
ward innovatively that
continuously enhance
access to justice and
equality before the law
for our people,” she
said.
Highlighting the imple-
mentation of the E-litiga-
tion portal, the Minister
of Legal Affairs revealed
that under Dame
Janice’s leadership, a
solid technological foun-
dation was set whereby
issues can be dealt with
efficiently.
“I will submit that the
strides we have made in
the last ten and twelve
years have set us on a
solid foundation from
which we can look to
the future with confi-
dence, ready to take on
challenges as they
arise.”
AG Joseph stressed
that the execution of the
E-litigation portal will be
a major aspect of Dame
Pereira’s legacy.
“These advances in the
recent history of the
court have seen us
embracing technology
for instance at a faster
pace and more efficient-
ly than our bigger sis-

ters in the wider region.
“The introduction of the
E-litigation portal was
simply revolutionary. Its
value to the administra-
tion of justice became
stark during the pan-
demic…embracing tech-
nology in this manner
makes for greater effi-
ciency and transparency
in the administration of
justice.
The Attorney General
said that she was look-
ing forward to the future
with eagerness due to
the actions and deci-
sions made by current
and former ECSC lead-
ers.
“Our sub-region has
you to thank for pro-
gressive thinking and
aggressive implementa-
tion... I say we are not
just lucky, we are not
just looking to the
future. We are doing so
with anticipation and
confidence, knowing
that we are already
poised to conquer what-
ever challenges we are
to face,” she added.
Sen. Joseph specially
thanked Dame Janice
on behalf of her col-
leagues in the sub-
region for her transfor-
mative leadership.   She
said: “On behalf of the
Attorneys General in all
jurisdictions, I say thank
you for your visionary
leadership in this

regard… as we endeav-
our to improve access to
justice for all our people
and to build their confi-
dence in the justice sys-
tem.
“We must adapt and
respond to societal and
economic changes. Our
court is a success story
and it is a success story
that it is today in part
because of the boldness
of its leaders, particular-
ly former Chief Justice
Sir Dennis Byron and
you my lady Chief
Justice.”
According to Sen.
Joseph, the initiatives
embarked upon by
Dame Pereira will con-
tinue to push the court
system in the region into
becoming a “model
regional institution”.
“…The common trend
that runs through all of
these directions and
amendments and
enhancements to the
rules and laws is that
they make access to
justice a reality for all
(because) in leading the
court, Chief Justice puts
the people we serve
first,” she said. 
Interim President of

the Grenada Bar
Association (GBA)
Francis Paul in his
address to the Bar
applauded the intelli-
gence and prowess of
Dame Janice during her
time as Chief Justice.
“As one of the longest
serving Chief Justices,
you have served the
court and the Eastern
Caribbean States with
distinction. Your acute
intellect, formidable
leadership and vision
has definitely trans-
formed the Eastern
Caribbean Supreme
Court.
“We in Grenada are
eternally grateful for
your service. You have
set the Eastern
Caribbean Supreme
Court (on) the pathway
to becoming a model
court comparably to any
court in the region or the
developed world.
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“To God be the glory,
great things he has
done… Today, God has
answered our prayer.”
These were the senti-

ments expressed by the
principal of St. David’s
Catholic Primary School
Nicole Baptiste as the
school held its official
ribbon cutting ceremony
January 4, 2024, at the
school grounds at Petite
Esperance, St David.
In addition, spectators

and well-wishers alike
saw the handing over of
the keys to the school
by the Minister of
Education Sen. David
Andrew to the principal.
The event was the cul-

mination of months of
discussions, and con-
sultations and refurbish-
ments which cost ECD
$4.1 million.
Prime Minister Dickon

Mitchell who was pre-
sent said it is vital to
create a space for the
nation’s future to grow
educationally.
“Not too long ago I was

just like one of the stu-
dents… I think it is
important for us some-
times to reflect on what
our experiences were,
what our journeys were
and to appreciate the
fact that as adults it’s
really incumbent on us
to give our little ones
the best opportunity, the
best chances for first
and foremost education
and schooling that they
enjoy…” he told the
gathering.
The Prime Minister

who is the Member of
Parliament for St David
implored the parents of
the school to be active
in the lives of the stu-
dents.

“Education is not
always just about the
intellectual or the sports
but oftentimes about
your friendship, commu-
nity, your support group.
This school is a symbol
of that. It is a symbol of
the community of St.
David’s. It is a symbol
of our togetherness, a
symbol of our strength,
a symbol of our
resilience,” he said. 
The Education Minister

expressed gratitude for
the school and commu-
nity involvement and
cooperation during the
relocation process.
“I remember when we

first (started) this project
and we thought it was
going to be a short pro-
ject, a minor repair and
then I learned soon
coming into office, it’s
not looking like what it
seemed… and the pro-
ject extended,” he said.
I remember having to

relocate the school…
and the cooperation we
got from the community
was outstanding. I know
it must have been dis-
ruptive but you have
made it through,” he
added.

Commending the
school’s child friendly
system, Sen. Andrew
underscored the advan-

Sen. David Andrew: “All of this is because of you”

Minister of Education Sen. Hon. David Andrew
speaking to audience at St. David's Catholic
Primary School (Photo credit: Dwain Thomas
the official photographer to Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell)

tages attached to the
completion of the pro-
ject.

He felt that i f the
improvements do not
help the children then
the labor and financing
of the project was in
vain.
“The real benefit of it is

not just in the upgraded
facility… but if that does
not tr ickle down into
benefits to the ones in
khaki and blue… if it
doesn’t trickle down into
benefits and improve-
ments for them then we
have wasted four mil-
lion dollars… all of this
investment is about
ensuring that these little
ones benefit more,” he
remarked.
The Education Minister

reassured the audience
that the Ministry of
Education and the gov-
ernment will put mea-
sures in place to pre-
vent structural damage
on school’s buildings.
“It is our commitment

… to ensure that we

engage in preventive
maintenance,” he said.
Expressing satisfaction

with the finished prod-
uct, the school principal
is confident that the
new facilities will boost
the learning experience
for the staff as well as
the students as they
seek to lay a solid foun-
dation for the nation’s
future.
“Everyone in atten-

dance should be happy
that this lovely building
is now complete
because it will have a
significant impact on
how our boys and girls
develop intellectually
and professionally…,”
she said. 
“Therefore, I have no

doubt that this improved
facility will encourage a
better teaching and
learning environment
for our staff and stu-
dents. I am confident
that the students of this
school wil l  make ful l

Director of Sonrise Construction Inc. Desmond John, Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell, Minister
David Andrew, Principal Nicole Baptiste alongside St. David's Catholic Primary student (Photo
credit: Dwain Thomas the official photographer to Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell)

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell (Photo credit:
Dwain Thomas the official photographer to
Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell)

(Continue on page 19)
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“Innovation and reform
make up the mortar
that connects and
binds the building
blocks of the justice
system.”
This was the state-
ment made by the
Chief Justice of the
Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court Her
Ladyship, The Hon.
Dame Janice Pereira
as she addressed the
Bar during a special
sitt ing to mark the
opening of the Law
Year 2024 at a cere-
mony held last Friday
at the Crown Ball
Room of Radisson
Grenada Beach
Resort.
Members of the legal

fraternity gathered to
hear what is expected
to be the final address
to them by the f irst
female Chief Justice of
the Court who deliv-
ered on the topic,
“Innovation and Justice
Reform: The ECSC;
Looking to the Future.” 
“On twelve momen-
tous occasions, I have
appeared before you
for the opening of the
Law year to bring you
greetings and reflect
on the challenges and
achievements of the
Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court, we
call the ECSC. It is
with no less humility,
pleasure or honour
than I had on each of

those occasions that I
address you now for
the ceremonial open-
ing of the Law Year
2024, my final address
to you as your Chief
Justice. I am heart-
ened to have yet
another opportunity to
welcome each and
everyone of you to our
customary special sit-
ting…,” Dame Pereira
told the gathering.
The Virgin Gorda

native highlighted the
organisation’s ability to
adjust and improve in
the midst of diff icult
challenges.
“Since its inception,
the Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court has
been on a steady tra-

jectory of improving the
role it plays in justice
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
Collective, we have
preserved through
many challenges,
adapting where neces-
sary and reimaging
where possible,” she
said. 
According to the

OECS Chief Justice, in
celebrating the
momentous strides in
upholding the pursuit
of having an accessi-
ble, “accountable and
independent” justice
system, the fact of the
matter is that the pur-
suit is not a means to
an end.
“It is perpetually mov-
ing the goal posts

which keeps us explor-
ing modern and trans-
formative means of
delivering justice and
court excellence in a
constantly changing
society.” 
“As civilisation evolves
so does the concept of
justice. We then
become more and
more aware that justice
is not a homogenous
notion and that the
modernisation or for
different social institu-
tions, necessitates new
perspectives and modi-
fications to make the
justice system more
accessible, inclusive
and contemporary.
While acknowledging
the court’s mission
statement, the Chief
Justice articulated that
a bridge must be
gaped between justice
and the delivery of effi-
cient systems.
She underscored the
court’s goal of provid-
ing stellar services for
Caribbean people.
“Whether it is mod-
ernising the technologi-
cal resources to reme-
dy systemic
impediments to the
administration of jus-
tice, reimagining
processes and revising

rules of procedure for
greater security and
efficiency or optimising
cross institutional
cooperation within the
justice system, innova-
tion and reform are
necessary tools in real-
ising a more fair and
just society and fulfill-
ing the court’s mis-
sion,” she said.
“Being the Judicial
Arm of government,
the court’s main pur-
pose includes uphold-
ing the rule of law and
enforcing each citizen’s
right to equal protec-
tion of the law,” she
added.
The first female British
Virgin Island Chief
Justice, in her address
emphasised the rule of
law’s value in case
selection.
“Fulfilling that man-
date however requires
that we not only
espouse these princi-
ples in our determina-
tion of cases which
come before the court
but that we so ade-
quately facilitate equal
access to easier navi-
gation of the court’s
systems by combating
structural and systemic
deficiencies,” said
Dame Pereira.

Dame Janice bids farewell 

Her Ladyship, The Hon. Dame Janice Pereira, DBE
A         
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The Acting President of the
Grenada Bar Association
(GBA), Francis Paul has
raised concerns about
potential cyber threats and
attacks as the Eastern
Caribbean Supreme Court
(ECSC) accelerates the
adoption of digital technol-
ogy to improve the dispen-
sation of justice.
The long-standing attor-
ney emphasised the need
for caution in the face of
the ongoing shift towards a
paperless court system in
his remarks at the celebrat-
ed ceremonial opening of
the New Law Year 2024 in
St. George’s last week
Friday.
Plans are also underway
to integrate Artif icial
Intelligence (AI) into the
courtroom.
“As we embrace the tech-
nological advancement of
the court, particularly creat-
ing the paperless trail, we

have to be mindful of the
lurking presence of cyber
threats and cyberattacks,
which can disrupt the com-
puter information system,
computer networks and
infrastructure,” Attorney
Paul warned.
Highlighting the risks
associated with the
ECSC’s E-Litigation Portal
(ELP), which facil i tates
integrated e-filing and case
management applications,
the attorney expressed
concerns about the loom-
ing possibility of cyberat-
tacks.
He said while there has
not been any known
attempt so far, the likeli-
hood of cyberattacks is a
real possibility. 
Specifically, he mentioned
the threat of ransomware,
a type of malware that
encrypts electronic data
and fi les, making them
inaccessible to the victim.

Hackers, in turn, are said
to often demand ransom
payments for the release of
the compromised informa-
tion.
Attorney Paul stressed the
importance of cybersecuri-
ty measures to safeguard
sensitive court data, cau-
tioning legal professionals
to be vigi lant against
potential disruptions to the
computer information sys-
tem and infrastructure. 
“We, as attorneys and col-
leagues, must sensitise
ourselves on cyberattacks
and cyber security to pro-
tect our data, and the data
of our clients since most of
the information of our
clients may be in cyber-
space on the litigation por-
tal,” he said.
Attorney General and
Minister for Legal Affairs,
Senator Claudette Joseph
in her remarks during last
week Friday’s ceremony,

cited initiatives of the ruling
National Democratic
Congress (NDC) adminis-
tration in St. George’s to
implement a paperless
system in Parliament and
Cabinet in keeping with the
Court’s digital drive in
administering Justice.
“Moving the operations of
the court to a digital plat-
form also synchronises
well with the thrust in the
other arms of the govern-
ment to go paperless,” she
told the special court sit-
ting.
“For instance, in Grenada,
we operate a paperless
Parliament and a paper-
less Cabinet. So, it is in
order that the other arm of
the state must go paper-
less as well,” she said,
while Attorney Joseph
emphasised the commit-
ment of the NDC regime to
embrace digit isation in
going forward.

Acting GBA President raises
Cybersecurity concerns

Acting President of the Grenada Bar Association (GBA),
Attorney Francis Paul raised the issue amidst the accelera-
tion of digital technology in the operations of the Eastern
Caribbean Supreme Court 
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Spectators got a
glimpse of what is to
come as the Grenada’s
50th Independence
Secretariat and Up
From Here Organising
Committee hosted the
Launch of the concert
“Up from here.”
Stakeholders gathered
at the Kirani James
Athletics Stadium on
January 17 to learn
more about the
groundbreaking con-
cert scheduled for
February 2 at the
National Cricket
Stadium at Queen’s
Park, St George.
In speaking at the
event, the newly
appointed Tourism,
Creative Economy and
Culture Minister
Senator Adrian
Thomas said it is good
that the creative indus-
try is being considered
during the 50th
anniversary celebra-
tions.
“Let me commend the
organising committee
for really and truly con-
sidering this aspect of

Paterson: Not just an event but a celebration

Akiera Paterson - Chairperson Marketing
Committee, ‘Up from here’ concert

Culture Minister Hon. Adrian Thomas

our life, the creative
industry (and) for mak-
ing us a part of the cel-
ebrations,” he
remarked.
Pledging the govern-
ment’s support to the
creative arts industry,
Sen. Thomas indicated
that initiatives have to

be put in place to con-
tinuously support per-
sons in the creative
industry.
“There are many

things that could have
been done but to
choose the creative
industry and to expose
our talent on that par-

ticular occasion, it is
great,” he said.
The former Congress
representative in St
David stressed that
several persons are
looking forward to see-
ing what the concert
has to offer and
believes that the con-
cert in itself will inspire
persons to be a part of
the creative industry.
“A lot of people are
looking forward to it,
not only in regard to
the performance but
the work of the per-
formers and could real-
ly and truly inspire a lot
more people in terms
of getting involved in
the creative industry.
“We really hope that
the people who do not
really want to be part
of the celebration will
come to terms with it
and especially with this
celebration in particu-
lar.”
International soca
artiste Holice Mapp
known by his stage
name Mr. Killa delved
into the significance of

the event “during this
time of year. “
“An event l ike this
especially on an
Independence, the
time of Independence,
I think it’s very impor-
tant. Artistes really and
truly play a great part
when it comes to our
culture, our vibrant
expression towards not
just Grenada but
towards the world -
they are one of our
great marketing tools,”
he said. 
The international

artiste is confident that
the local performers
would l ike to come
together to represent
Grenada and to also
display their talents.
“I think this whole ini-
tiative and effort is a
great one which will be
accepted in the hearts
of the artistes here as
we come together. I
think we always like to
come together.
“I think we always look
forward for a big show
that we can actually
show off our talent not
just by ourselves but
with our fellow artistes
together and especially
in a time where we can
express what Grenada
really means to us as
Grenadians, not just as
artistes but as
Grenadians.”
Mr Killa pointed out
that Independence is
not just for the artiste
but for all professionals
who serve the
Grenadian community.
“This is a time not just
for the artiste that is
going to be performing
but it ’s for all  the
Grenadians that (are)
going to leave home
with the expectations
to have a good time of
celebration and uplift-
ment at the National
Stadium… but it’s for
all of us to celebrate
together,” he said. 
Chairperson for the
Marketing Committee
for the concert Akiera
Paterson urged
Grenadians to be pre-
pared for a remarkable
night, jam packed with
an abundance of
Grenadian talent.
She labelled the event
as “a celebration that
will echo the rhythm of
our nation and show-
case the vibrancy of
our culture.”

“This special
event/experience is a
journey, a journey
through our past, our
present and the future
that we aspire to as a
nation of one people.” 
“Your presence here
today is a testament to
the unity and strength
of our Grenadian com-
munity and it is this
very spirit  that “Up
from here” seeks to
celebrate.”
According to Project
Manager for the event,
Shrivon Redhead the
culture that is associat-
ed with Grenada is

“what makes us
Grenadians” and it will
be put on full display in
the concert.
“…Imagine sitting at
the National Stadium
and just being
immersed in what is
our love of
Grenadianism, our cul-
ture, our pride for our
culture, our passion for
our people and what
we thrive on as
Grenadians … (to
show) we love our-
selves and we love our
talents…,” she said. 
“It was a beautiful con-
cept watching a con-
cept, a vision grow into
a concept, growing into
an actuality when the
planning team put this
together and one of the
key things that we
focused on was how
do we keep this local?
How do we keep the
nutmeg in it. How do
we appreciate every-
thing that is
Grenadian? How do
we show persons you
know what? We don’t
need to go outside of
our shores to put a full
on entertainment
event.”
“It was not an easy
task, selecting from the
wide range of talent
that exists in Grenada,”
the Project Manager
stated while speaking
about the selection
process. 
“Expect the best.
Expect to be intrigued
from the moment you
walk into the stadium,”
she added. 

Echoing the senti-
ments of Chairperson
Paterson, Redhead
informed persons to
prepare to engage in
all things Grenadian.
She also acknowl-
edged that the various
phases of Grenadian
history will be shown
during the entertain-
ment event.
“In the interest of cele-
brating our fiftieth, we
have to acknowledge
the steps we’ve taken
from where we started,
this is where we are at.
So the show takes the
shape of how Grenada
evolved. How has our
culture evolved? How
has our music
evolved? How as a
people, we have
evolved, so it's truly
walking you through
the different eras of
Grenada and the evo-
lution through that, and
that takes the shape of
folk dance presenta-
tion, soca music,
calypso music.”
She implored people
of different ages to
come to the event as it
wil l  cater to “every
taste bud.”
“Everyone is going to
be walking out after the
show buzzing about
what they just saw.
Everyone is going to
be pleased with who’s
going to be onstage
and the type of perfor-
mance or the type of
production that’s going
to take place on
stage.” 

Holice Mapp "Mr. Killa" speaking at ‘Up from
here’ launch
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Celebration and rejoic-
ing filled the Blessed
Sacrament Roman
Catholic Church at
Grand Anse last Friday
as members of the
Legal profession from
throughout the
Organisation of the
Eastern Caribbean
States (OECS) gath-
ered to commemorate
the opening of Law Year
2024. 
Welcoming the judicial
officers of the Eastern
Caribbean Supreme
Court to the church ser-
vice was the Chief
Celebrant, the Polish-
born priest Father
Marcin Rumik who told
the congregation of
mainly members of the
Grenada Bar
Association (GBA) that
the Eucharist Service is
an opportunity to be
with God. 
“I am very happy that
you are here; that you
see the need to come
and to place yourselves
in the things of the mer-
ciful Father…,” he said. 
The clergyman con-

gratulated the legal per-
sonnel for their decision
to become lawyers and
encouraged them to be
more like Jesus in their
profession.
“As a priest I will tell
you simply to be like
Jesus. We came to
realise that the Bible
tells us that Jesus actu-
ally is a kind of lawyer.”
“… (Lawyers are to)
speak for the mute…
defend the destitute, to
defend the rights of the
poor and needy. That is
what society expects of
lawyers and thankfully
this is what many
lawyers do - they speak
for those who cannot
adequately speak for
themselves. Please
continue to do so..,” he
remarked. 
The Parish Priest made
a plea to the lawyers to
serve the society
despite a person’s per-
spective of the law and
the legal profession.
“…Unfortunately the
sad reality is that many
people today do not
trust either the law nor

Fr. Marcin Rumik: You must be prepared to serve

Parish Priest Fr. Marcin Rumik speaking to legal professionals at the Eucharistic Service to start
Law Year 2024

for good,” he said.
In delivering the

Homily, Fr Rumik noted
that it is important to
mend relationships and
praised Grenada’s legal
system for their use of
the Mediation approach
in solving conflicts.
He said: “Healing of
relationships must
come before the law,
and in this sense. I
applaud Grenada’s
efforts at promoting
mediation.”
He cautioned the mem-
bers of the legal profes-
sion to be aware of the
laws, rules and regula-
tions that may cause
more harm than good
for certain people in
society.
“… I bid you to be cau-
tious about the use of
law and regulations and
rules, including court
procedures - procedure
rules (are) often per-
ceived as insensitive to
individual people if not
downright harmful,” said
Fr. Rumik.

those charged with
upholding it … they feel
that their lawyers do not
work in their interest,

focusing mainly on fees
and fame, and that
judges do not listen, nor
do they take time to

review the cases on
both sides, preferring
the easy way out to just
look at what is familiar.

You must be prepared
to serve. You are
charged with shaping
society and economy
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The E litigation platform
took center stage last
Friday at the Radisson
Grenada Beach Resort
as the OECS Chief
Justice Dame Janice
Pereira spoke on the var-
ious innovative strategies
implemented by the court
over her tenure. 
“Since 2018, we have
made tremendous strides
in transforming the
court’s fi l ing and case
management systems
through our E litigation
portal which we call the
ELP. We cannot deny the
very tangible benefits that
we have seen since
implementing the ELP,”
said Dame Janice.
Highlighting Grenada’s
reduced backlog of civil
cases after the imple-
mentation of E-Litigation
platform, the female

Chief Justice suggested
that this should be repli-
cated among the other
states.
“Significantly we have
experienced a reduction
in delays caused by our
former rel iance on a
paper based system, a
marked increase in the
clearance rate, the
greater ease in accessing
and managing case files
across the length and
breadth of all members
states and territories
allowing the court to
enjoy greater ease and
flexibility of operation,”
she said.
“I am informed that here
in Grenada, the case
backlog for civil matters
have been significantly
reduced. This is a feat
that ought to be emulated
by the other member

states and territories,”
she added. 
In seeking to uphold the
Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court mission’s
statement, the Chief
Justice admitted that the
technological innovations
that are now embraced
were driven by necessity
and choice.
“The Eastern Caribbean
Supreme Court has
always been committed
to exploring and adopting
innovations that elevate
effectiveness within the
wider justice system. In
pursuit of our transforma-
tion, the court has relied
heavily on information
and communication tech-
nologies and has incre-
mentally increased its
use of technological
advancement to make
more appropriate and

efficient use of al l
resources,” she told
lawyers.

Dame Janice also
informed the Bar that the
ELP system has been
utilised in matters such
as appeal cases, as well
as the family court, and
civil court.
She recalled that the
ELP was first executed in
October 2020 in the fami-
ly service department of
the magistracy in the twin
island states of Antigua
and Barbuda.
“The world around us is
rapidly changing and we
must continuously keep
our eyes on the future of
technology to keep pace
with the shifts in what
constitutes efficient jus-
tice administration. I dare
say that one of the great-
est advantages of adopt-

E litigation gets a boost

Members of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court 
ing a digitized case man-
agement system was
keenly felt during the cri-
sis of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.”
She expressed that

calamities and disasters
can spark innovative
strategies.
“Having access to an
electronic means of filing
and managing cases was

truly instrumental in pre-
venting a near certain,
crippling of the court’s
services during a time
when being in close
physical proximity was a
danger to us all. Crises
also provides opportuni-
ties. What courts around
the world witnessed and
embraced could only be
referred to as the court
technology revolution.
“The increased integra-
tion of modern technolog-
ical applications into our
day to day processes has
not only made us more
efficient but is also ade-
quately equipped for
effective crisis manage-
ment.” 
The Chief Justice

informed attorneys that
the ELP will allow cases
to be easily searched,
stored and retrieved.
“In July 2023, we com-
pleted the ELP links for
family and civil matters in
the magistracy across all
member states and terri-
tories. This has allowed
the E filing and manage-
ment of the current family
and related domestic
case types. Even in
cases commencing
before implementing the
ELP, these cases can
now be digitally managed
in a manner which
enhances case flow,
searchability and impor-
tantly storage and retriev-
ability.”
Dame Janice disclosed
that certain improve-
ments have begun
regarding the platform. 
“Feedback enhancing
the operations of the sys-
tem has been taken on
board as it relates to the
ease of payment facilities
for child maintenance
payment and the like,”
she said. 
The Chief Justice also
informed the Bar that the
launch of the criminal
module of the ELP
means that the organisa-
tion of cases will now be
exclusively online.
“We have also made
great progress toward
realising the launch of the
criminal module in both
the high courts and the
magistracy across the
member states and terri-
tories. The implementa-
tion of the criminal mod-
ule will take us to a full
digitisation of case man-
agement services in all
cases and at all levels at
all courts.”
“Different personnel

within the legal profes-
sion such as Directors of
Public Prosecutor and
Attorney Generals will be

able to share information
regarding the cases on
the new platform.
“A novel feature of our
electronic case manage-
ment system which is
being pursued is the
adoption of a cross sec-
tional approach by
automating information
sharing between the vari-
ous stakeholders in the
management of criminal
cases.”
The hope, according to
the British Virgin Islands
senior attorney, will be
the platform being used
by members of the police
force and that it wil l
reduce inaccuracies
linked to paper-based
methods, boosting effi-
ciency.
“It is hoped that it will be
expanded to the police
and correctional facilities.
It is expected that the
sharing of information
across and the introduc-
tion of an automatic auto-
mated data exchange
system will reduce the
inaccuracies and delays
often caused by paper
based methods in crimi-
nal case management.
(“(It will also) facilitate
ease of cross institutional
processes and allow for
the allocation of human
resources to other impor-
tant tasks for greater effi-
ciency.”
Dame Janice announced
that member states will
be expected to gain
access to the platform in
the next few months.
Additionally, she said

registrars have been
shown the complimentary
management software
and it has been well
received.
“I am pleased to say the
criminal module of the
ELP is nearing comple-
tion for full implementa-
tion with testing for full
functionality currently
underway.”
“I am reliably informed
and therefore proud to
announce that the first
installation of the criminal
module is on schedule to
go live during the first
quarter of this year with a
complete roll out across
all member states and
territories by the third
quarter of this year.”
“I should also inform you
that the court has been
actively engaged in
sourcing and implement-
ing electronic jury man-
agement software to
complement this system.
Registrars have been
given a demonstration
and their feedback has
been positive.”
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“I am call ing on Dr.
Mitchell to cease and
desist from making certain
malicious and altogether
unfounded comments he
has been making of cer-
tain members of the gov-
ernment and also now
associating this govern-
ment with ISIS (Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria),” a
Sunni jihadist group with a
particularly violent ideolo-
gy that calls itself a
caliphate and claims reli-
gious authority over all
Muslims.
Those were the words of
outspoken Barrister-at-
Law Anselm Clouden in an
interview with reporters on
Wednesday taking issue
with what appears to be
another damaging attack
against the ruling National
Democratic Congress gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell, by the
Leader of the main opposi-
tion New National Party
(NNP).
The controversy stems
from Dr. Mitchell’s utter-
ances Monday night about
an alleged ISIS presence
in Grenada during an
appearance on the
Grenada Broadcasting
Network (GBN) weekly ‘To
The Point programme’
calling on the government
to clear the air on the
presence of the terrorist
group on the island.
“I would not want to live in
a country where an organi-

sation like ISIS has any
influence whatsoever. If it’s
not true that needs to be
dealt with urgently and if
it’s true then something
needs to be done because
ISIS is banned in almost
every country in the
Caribbean and around the
world,” said Dr. Mitchell,
the longest serving Prime

Minister of the country.
Clouden, a Canadian
trained barrister, decried
Dr. Mitchell’s attempt to
associate a peaceful coun-
try like Grenada with the
notorious jihadist group.
This, he said, has caused
“irreparable damage to the
integrity of Grenada” and
that it is “unfortunate that

the former Prime Minister,
and the leader of the
King’s Opposition to have
made such malicious
statements.”
Clouden charged that “the
brutality to which ISIS had
maneuvered in the Middle
East and elsewhere is
unimaginable, and to
associate such a peaceful
country such as Grenada,
to insinuate that that
organisation is registered
in Grenada, I think is rep-
rehensible.”
“If indeed ISIS has come
to Grenada at all and was
registered here he (Dr.
Mitchell ought to have
known because he was
Prime Minister up until a
year and eight months
ago. So, why say those
things?
Clouden called on the

Attorney General Senator
Claudette Joseph to inter-
vene in the matter in order
to determine whether
some form of legal action
can be taken against the
former Prime Minister.
He noted that Dr. Mitchell
“has been making these
malicious falsehoods
against the government
and our caring and vision-

ary Prime Minister, who
has been working indefati-
gably to begin the new
journey to carry Grenada
in a different direction.”
The seasoned barrister
said that “the politics of
propaganda, allegations
and these things, that’s of
the past and has no rele-
vance in our new dispen-
sation,” and called on Dr.
Mitchell to produce docu-
mentation to prove his
ISIS claims or retract his
malicious statements.
“Not only must he retract
his statement because the
world has listened to this
but he must also give a full
and unqualified apology to
the people of Grenada,
Carriacou and Petite
Martinique,” he added.
“And, it is in that context I
think the Attorney General
must now respond, or else
this thing would go
unchecked,” he told
reporters.
The veteran attorney stat-
ed that Dr. Mitchell has
been uttering “other mali-
cious things about other
members of government
and I think they have
taken the honourable and
dignif ied course of not

even responding but this is
too much.”
“…When you say a terror-
ist organisation is regis-
tered here it means they
have approximate nexus
to the country and that
could only do irreparable
harm in the international
community, and I am
speaking in my capacity as
an international attorney,
Clouden said as he high-
lighted the potential harm
such statements could
cause in the international
community to Grenada’s
image.
THE NEW TODAY has
seen documents indicating

that a company named
ISIS HOLISTICS” was reg-
istered to engage in
General, Full body, Deep
Tissue and Indian
Massage with head office
along the Maurice Bishop
Highway in the south of
the island.
The company is owned by
a 24-year old Guyanese
woman named Ninqi
Punch.
The document lists the
start-up date of business
as May 12, 2021 when Dr.
Mitchell and his NNP were
in charge of the govern-
ment of Grenada.

Attorney Clouden challenges
Dr. Mitchell on ISIS claims  

Opposition Leader Dr. Keith Mitchell - raised the ISIS
issue during a weekly televised programme on
Monday 

Attorney Clouden - wants to see proof of Dr.
Mitchell’s ISIS claims
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Brooklyn, New York - In
a powerful demonstration
of unity and collective
strength, participants
from around the globe
joined the International
Power Prayer Meeting on
January 13, 2024 hosted
by the NDC New York
Chapter.
The virtual event, held
on the Zoom platform,
brought together
Grenadians from diverse
backgrounds for a spiritu-
ally uplifting experience.
“The Chapter owes a
profound debt of gratitude
to all our New York mem-
bers, and our internation-
al Grenada Diaspora sis-
ter Chapters for helping
to make this 50th
anniversary kick-off event
a success. On behalf of
the Chapter, we also
want to thank Prime
Minister Hon. Dickon
Mitchell, Grenada’s
Ambassador to the
United States, H.E. Tarlie

NDC-New York host Grenadians in a
Spiritually Inspiring Gathering

without this synergy and
unity,” said Bernard
Bourne, Chairman of the
NDC New York Chapter.
The International Power
Prayer Meeting, con-
vened by the New York
Chapter, kicked off i ts
2024 commemoration of
the 50th anniversary of
independence of
Grenada, Carriacou and
Petite Martinique.
Organisers of the event
aimed to foster a sense of
community unity and
shared purpose during
these challenging times.
Participants engaged in
prayers, reflections, and
posit ive energy
exchanges, creating an
atmosphere of unity that
transcended geographical
boundaries.
Key Highlights of the
Event:
Diverse Participation:
Attendees from various

regions and backgrounds
actively participated in the
event, contributing to a
rich tapestry of prayers
and spiritual insights.
Harmony and Unity: The
gathering emphasised the
importance of unity and
collective strength, show-
casing the potential for
posit ive change when
communities join together
in prayer and shared pur-
pose.
Inspiring Commitment:
Participants demonstrat-
ed a strong commitment
to fostering community
and global solidarity,
aligning with the values
championed by the NDC
New York Chapter.
Ms. Sherryann Carlton,
Deputy Chair, NDC New
York Chapter, also
expressed gratitude to all
participants for their
unwavering dedication
and active involvement in

making the event a
resounding success.
"The International Power
Prayer Meeting exempli-
fies the potential for posi-
t ive impact when
Grenadian communities
unite for a common pur-
pose. We are truly
inspired by the collective
spirit of our global partici-

pants," she said.
The event also under-

scored the Chapter ’s
commitment to creating
spaces for spiritual
engagement, fostering
unity, and promoting
shared values among
diverse Grenadian com-
munities in the Diaspora.

Francis, Olympian Kirani
James, international busi-
nessman Nicholas E.
Brathwaite and most of all
our dynamic and inspiring
keynote speaker,

Reverend Terrence
Griffith, Senior Pastor, the
First African Baptist
Church of Philadelphia.
None of this success
would have been possible

Reverend Terrence Griffith – known to be a
very dynamic and inspirational speaker on the
pulpit

Earle Nicholas Brathwaite – one of the best
known Grenadians in the international tech-
nology fields
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Actie delivers ruling in case of Erik Johnson vs Richard Nixon
* From page 7
[19] The court is fortified of
the claimant’s provision of
service beyond that of the
conceptual plans in the
similarit ies indicated
above, as well as in the
evidence of the receipt
issued to the defendant by
Quingdao Fuhaiyang
Construction Group Ltd. In
both receipts issued to the
defendant by Quingdao
Fuhaiyang Construction
Group Ltd, it is stated that
the work done was a “civil
design review”. Further,
there are multiple emails
before the court for the
period of March 2016 to
September 2017 between
the claimant’s Erik
Johnson and the defen-
dant. These emails show
the continued involvement
of Erik Johnson in the
claimant’s project, right up
to the finalising of plans for
construction.
[20] In Smith v Hughes1
Blackburn J. noted that:
“If whatever a man’s real
intention may be, he so
conducts himself that a
reasonable man would
believe that he is assent-
ing to the terms proposed
by the other party, and that
other party upon that belief
enters into the contract
with him, the man thus
conducting himself would
be equally bound as if he
had intended to agree to
the party’s terms...”
[21] Moreover in RTS
Flexible System Ltd v
Molkerie Alois Muller
GmbH & Co (UK
Production2 Lord Clarke
stated that:
“Whether there is a bind-
ing contract between the
parties and, if so, upon
what terms depends upon
what they have agreed. It
depends not upon their
subjective state of mind,
but upon a consideration
of what was communicat-
ed between them by
words or conduct, and
whether that leads objec-
tively to a conclusion that
they intended to create
legal relations and had
agreed upon all terms
which they regarded, or
the law requires essential
for the formation of a
legally binding relation.”
[22] The court is of the
view that the defendant by
his conduct in paying the
amount detailed in the
“Fee Appraisal 1” accept-
ed the terms with respect
to the valuation of the
building scheme and the
percentage payable to the
claimant for its services
under the oral contract,
which, depending on the
stage, could amount to 4%
of the estimated building
cost. At Stage A, this per-
centage was 10% of the
4% fee, and at planning
permission, this percent-
age was 50% of the 4%
fee.
[23] There is also nothing
to support the defendant’s

position that the claimant
had agreed a fixed fee of
$28,000.00 exclusive of
value added tax for its ser-
vices. This is especially so
when “Fee Appraisal 1” is
described as “design
drawings, Stage A”, and
“Fee Appraisal 3” contem-
plates “professional ser-
vices in connection with a
scheme design” and refer-
ences planning permis-
sion.
[24] The headnote of
Reveille Independent LLC
v Anotech Internaitonal
(UK) Ltd3 connotes that:
“It was well accepted that
acceptance could be by
conduct of the offeree, and
it could be of an offer
which was only in draft
terms (Brogden v
Metropolitan Rly Co
(1877) 2 App Cas 666).”
[25] Certainly at the point
of issuance of “Fee
Appraisal 1” the defendant
was aware of the 4% fee
of the claimant, and by his
conduct in further engag-
ing its services, knew that
a greater percentage of
the fee would have been
due for the more involved
services which would have
been required for planning
approval.
[26] There is no evidence
of the defendant challeng-
ing the fees up to the point
of the claimant submitting
“Fee Appraisal 3”, and the
defendant’s denial of fees
through his Attorney’s let-
ter of 7th December 2018.
Instead, it is the evidence
that when demand was
made of the defendant by
Erik Johnson for payment
of “Fee Appraisal 3”, the
defendant, between the
period 25th March 2018 to
24th October 2018, made
representations to meet
with Erik Johnson on that
invoice.
[27] The court therefore
finds that the conduct of
the parties and the pay-
ment of the Fee Appraisal
No 1 invoice by the defen-
dant indicates a clear
intention that the parties
were to be bound by the
terms. Accordingly, the
court accepts that the
claimant has proved its

claim and the fees due
and owing to the claimant
were in the amount of
$140,000.00, exclusive of
value added tax.
Whether the Defendant
converted and used the
drawings prepared by the
claimant in the construc-
tion of the building
[28] The claimant pleads
that the defendant, without
the knowledge or consent
of the claimant, converted
or caused to be converted
to his own use and benefit,
the said architectural
designs, plans and draw-
ings of the claimant for the
construction of the said
building.
[29] Conversion is a tort in
which the person entitled
to the possession of a
chattel is permanently
deprived of that posses-
sion and the chattel is con-
verted to the use of some-
one else4. In Rattansingh
v The Attorney General of
Trinidad and Tobago and
Doopan, which was
upheld by the Judicial
Committee of the Privy
Council, Warner JA,
opined as follows:
“To constitute conversion,
there must be a positive
wrongful dealing with the
goods in a manner incon-
sistent with the owner’s
rights and an intention in
so doing to deny the
owner’s rights or to assert
a right inconsistent with
them. The gist of the
action is inconsistency.
There need not be any
intention to challenge the
true owner ’s rights. A
demand and refusal is suf-
ficient evidence of conver-
sion.”
[30] Moreover in Clerk &
Lindsell on Torts it is stat-
ed that:
“Anyone who, without
authority, receives or takes
possession of another's
goods with the intention of
asserting some right or
dominion over them, or
deals with them in a man-
ner inconsistent with the
right of the true owner is
prima facie guilty of con-
version; provided there is
an intention on the part of
the person so dealing with

them to negative the right
of the true owner or to
assert a right inconsistent
therewith.”
[31] Counsel for the defen-
dant argues that the
claimant has failed to
establish that it holds a
property right in respect of
a chattel. She argues that
a chattel is something that
has physical existence, in
the sense that it can be
touched and is not immov-
able, and that the architec-
tural drawings which were
generated electronically
are still accessible and in
the possession of the
Claimant. Counsel for the
defendant rel ies on
Halsbury’s Laws of
England and Clerk and
Lindsell on Torts.
[32] In Halsbury’s Laws of
England10, the authors
state the following:
“In order to sue in conver-
sion, the claimant must
establish that he holds a
property right in respect of
a chattel. Conversion
therefore affords protec-

tion to property rights
relating to chattels. A chat-
tel is something which has
a physical existence, in
the sense that it can be
touched, and is not
immovable...”
[33] Choses in action are
described in Halsbury’s
Laws of England11, the
authors state the following:
“The expression 'chose in
action' or 'thing in action' in
the literal sense means a
thing recoverable by
action, as contrasted with
a chose in possession,
which is a thing of which a
person may have physical
possession. The meaning
of the expression 'chose in
action' or 'thing in action'
has expanded over time,
and is now used to
describe all personal rights
of property which can only
be claimed or enforced by
action, and not by taking
physical possession”
[34] In footnote (2) to that
paragraph, Halsbury’s
Laws goes on to state:
“[it is] impossible to give

an accurate and complete
definition of what it means
and may include at the
present day. The various
kinds of property included
under the term have little
in common beyond the
characteristic fact of their
not being subjects of actu-
al physical possession.”
[35] A chose in action is
capable of being the sub-
ject matter of theft, but not,
as indicated above, of
conversion12. Halsbury’s
Laws goes on to identify
certain classes of chose
s in action, including
debts, rights under a con-
tract, rights or causes of
action, shares, intellectual
property, equitable rights
and leases.
[36] The claimant in sub-
missions did not pursue
the issue of conversion or
establish that its electronic
drawings are a chattel
capable of conversion, in
light of the argument made
of defendant counsel.
Accordingly, the claim for
conversion not pursued by
the claimant is dismissed.

Conclusion
[37] For these reasons,
the claimant succeeds on
its claim for the payment
of monies due and owing
for professional fees pro-
vided to the defendant.
[38] It is therefore ordered
and declared as follows:
(1) Judgment is entered in
favour of the claimant
against the defendant.
(2) The defendant shall
pay the claimant the sum
of $115,000.00 being the
balance of $147,200.00
less the payment of
$32,200.00 with interest at
the rate of 3% per annum
from the date of filing the
claim until judgment and at
the rate of 6% per annum
from the date of judgment
until payment in full.
(3) Prescribed costs to be
paid to the defendant by
the claimant pursuant to
CPR 65.5(2)(b) within thir-
ty (30) days of the date of
this order.

Agnes Actie
High Court Judge

  
   

  
  
   

   
   
   

 
  
  

  
   
   

   
   

    
   

   
  

 
   

  
   

    
    

   
   
   

  
  

    
  
   

  
    
    

  
   

  
 
  

    
   

  
     

   
   

  
    
   

    
   

   
  
  
    
  

  
  

  
  

  
   

   
  

  
  

    

   
    

  
 

 
  

  
  

 
  

   
 
  

  
   
  

 
    

    
     

 
   
   

   
   

  
  

   
 

 
  

    
  
  

   
   

   
  

  
  

  
   

  
 

 
 

  
  

  
   

  
    
 
  
   

   
 
   

  
   
 

  
  

 
  

   
  
  

 
  

  
   

   
    

   
   
  

  
  

   
  

     
  

   
    
   

  
   

   
   

  
  
   

  
   
   
   

    
  
   
   
  
  

 
 

    

       
Attorney-at-law Carah St. Paul – was one of the
lawyers in the matter
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By Jesse Ramdeo
P o r t - o f - S p a i n ,
Trinidad - A local
dance hall artiste, who
was targeted by gun-
men,  is receiving push
back from Grenadian
nationals  ahead of his
anticipated perfor-
mance on the eve of
the island’s  50th inde-
pendence anniversary
due to safety concerns.

Set to headline the
event Our Fete, hosted
by Rollout Promotions,
The CowPen Big Yard
& Bogozo
Barbershop  in
Grenada is Kashif
“Kman 6ixx” Alexander.
Recently, the dance

hall artiste has been
grabbing news head-
l ines in T&T after a
brazen  shooting in
December 2023

claimed the l ives of
four people among
them an innocent
woman who was look-
ing out her window.
The attack unfolded

along the west bound
lane of the Churchill-
Roosevelt Highway, in
St Augustine. 
Acknowledging that

the incident was “very,
very serious,” Senior
Supt of the North

Central Division,
Richard Smith, said it
underscored the cava-
lier attitude of those
who committed the act.
He said it demonstrat-

ed a “lack of care and
concern for anybody
on the roadway, and
for anybody else who
was standing nearby.”
In the wake of the

shooting and alleged
ongoing gang war-

fare Grenadians are
seemingly pushing
back against the artiste
from performing on the
island.
A report published on

Sunday  in Grenada’s
The New  Today
said,  “Grenadians are
up in arms over a show
to be held.”  People
also questioned
whether the artiste
should even be grant-
ed a work permit.
“This is a serious mat-

ter. No work permit
should be given,” one
person said while
another stated
that  given the informa-
tion coming to l ight
about the artiste, “I
wonder if after that
they will give him per-
mission … let’s see.”

The ongoing gang
warfare between the

Six and Seven Gangs
has been a security
issue engaging law
officials and authorities
in T&T.
A senior official at the

Royal Grenada Police
Force, speaking under
anonymity, said there
was a serious cause
for concern over the
spill over of the ongo-
ing gang warfare in
T&T. 
The official said given

the recent attempts on
the l i fe of Kmann
6ixx’s, a performance
at a concert in
Grenada could provide
another opportunity for
a hit, this time nation-
als could also be
injured or even killed.
The official also main-

tained that unneces-
sary safety risks
should not be taken

and pointed to the
involvement of a T&T
national in the hit of
Devlon Thomas back
in August last year.
It was reported that

following the fallout,
Kmann  Sixx took to
social media maintain-
ing that his only goal
was to make a better
life for is family and
those surrounding him.

Guardian Media
understands that a
final determination on
whether or not the
local artiste wil l  be
allowed to perform  is
expected to be made
soon.
(Reproduced from
the January 16, 2024
issue of the Trinidad
Guardian newspaper)

Grenadians up in arms over Kman 6ixx’s
performance on island for Independence
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“This is an historic
moment for all
Grenadian people”.
Those were the words
of resident Chinese
Ambassador to St
George’s Wei Hongtian
as he looked forward to
taking part in the
island’s 50th anniver-
sary of Independence
on February 7, 2024.
In an exclusive inter-
view with THE NEW
TODAY, the Chinese
envoy noted that over
the years, successive
Grenadian governments
along with the people
“have achieved great
progress” in the socio-
economic development
of the country.
He announced that
China has decided to
donate US$300, 000.00
to help Grenada plan
the programme of activ-
ities to mark the mile-
stone event at the
request of the Dickon
Mitchell-led Congress
administration.
“We hope that this
humble donation will be
helpful for the celebra-
tion,” he said.
It was 19 years ago on
January 20, 2005 that
the former New
National Party (NNP)
government of Keith
Mitchell resumed diplo-
matic ties with Beijing
after severing relations
with the Republic of
China (ROC) on
Taiwan.
The relations became
strained after the NNP
regime did not heed a
request from Taiwan to
account for millions of
dollars in grant and loan
financing.
Taiwan took Grenada
to court in New York
and a settlement was
reached for repayment
of the funds.

According to
Ambassador Wei,
China believes that
since the resumption of
diplomatic relations

between the two coun-
tries, the ties have been
developing steadily and
there is now practical
co-operation in various
sectors that have yield-
ed “useful results".
“The relations between
the two countries have
been rather quite cor-
dial for the past 19
years … and we are
looking forward to this
continued cordial rela-
tions and co-operation
in the New Year and in
the future,” he said.
The Ambassador point-
ed to co-operation in
the fields of infrastruc-
ture, education, health-
care, agriculture and
low-income houses
among others.
He praised Grenada for
its stand on the “One
China” principle and the
reunif ication efforts
between China and its
renegade province of
Taiwan.
He noted that the
Congress administra-
tion on Tuesday issued
a statement reaffirming
its commitment to
upholding “this one-
China principle” and
that the NNP also did

the same with a similar
statement.
“We appreciate this
very much,” said the
Chinese ambassador.
Wei told THE NEW

TODAY that China is
proceeding with plans
to help in the refurbish-
ment of the multi-million
dollar cricket stadium at
Queen’s Park.
He disclosed that there
has been another delay
to the start of work on
the project at the
request of the Grenada
government which
wants to use the facility
to hold the 50th
anniversary of indepen-
dence event.
The Ambassador also
said that China will con-
tinue with its scholar-
ship programme for
Grenada and also
assist the Royal
Grenada Police Force
(RGPF) to carry out its
mission.
The entire audio and
visual interview
between Ambassador
Wei and THE NEW
TODAY lasting just over
90 minutes will be made
available in the coming
days.

* From page 9
use of these new facili-
ties, to improve their
education and con-
tribute to the country’s
progress by achieving
full and rewarding lives
in the future,” she
added. 
Speaking on behalf of
the Catholic Education
Board of Management
(CEBM), Secretary
Maria Viechweg spoke
about the lessons learnt
during the construction
phase.
“…We have learnt and
still continue to learn
the importance of edu-
cation, doing what is dif-
ficult without giving up,
respect for each other,
fairness, sharing and
togetherness and all to
a life of service to each

other,” she said.
The secretary com-
mended the principal,
staff and students for
their adaptability, com-
mitment and persever-
ance despite the issues
they encountered
throughout the years.
“…There were chal-
lenging moments as
you patiently attended
classes daily against
odds l ike rain and
sometimes heat and in
cases like yours, adapt-
able locations. This
requires very high lev-
els of commitment and
the dedication from both
you the students and
the teachers.” 
In expressing her grati-
tude to the Dickon
Mitchell-led Congress
administration for their
involvement in the

school project,
Viechweg urged the
community to continue
playing an active role in
the l ives of the stu-
dents.
“…It is at this time I
express profound grati-
tude on behalf of CEBM
to the government and
other partners for
undertaking the project
and bringing it to
fruition. To you mem-
bers of the community
and the parents from
whom much is required
more can be asked for.
“We ask you to contin-
ue to be present, con-
tinue to be the village
that raises children to
successful lives for that
is the legacy we as
adults have inherited…
care for your young
ones, they are our

future leaders…” 
According to Viechweg,
she envisages that the
institution wil l  be a
source of motivation for
everyone who will come
in contact with the
school and its environ-
ment.
“It is our expectation
that this new environ-
ment wil l  serve as a
breath of fresh air to
motivate everyone who
uses it to higher
achievements academi-
cally, spiritually, emo-
tionally and socially,”
she said.
Project Specialist for
Sonrise Construction
Inc. Desmond John
expressed joy in being
a part of the project
from beginning to end.
“It is a tremendous
privilege because nor-
mally a lot of contrac-
tors attend the sod-turn-
ing ceremony but don’t
normally make it to the
handing over ceremo-
ny,” he remarked. 
John who gave an
overview of the project

Sen. David Andrew: “All of this is because of you”

Newly refurbished room at the school (Photo credit: Dwain Thomas the
official photographer to Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell) 
revealed that three
existing buildings were
refurbished - the upper
classroom block, lower
classroom block and
the kindergarten build-
ing.
Recalling his initial visit
to the school’s com-
pound, he described the
environment and expe-
rience as disheartening.
“…When we walked on
this compound, it was
very depressing, it was

infested by rodents,
infested by termites.
There was an ingress of
water. It was really
amazing to know that in
these conditions, it was
a learning institution.” 
According to the

Sonrise Construction
Inc. Director, the newly
built gazebo replaced
the former timber stor-
age building while the
new two storey adminis-
trative building will now

house the principal’s
office, washrooms, sec-
retary area, teacher’s
staffroom, kitchenette,
and toilet area.
“We want to thank the
government of
Grenada, the Ministry of
Infrastructure. Ministry
of Education, the
Ministry of Finance for
collaborating with us to
make this project a suc-
cess,” John said.
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China reaffirms its commitment 
to Grenada

Ambassador Wei Hongtian – the resident
Chinese diplomat to St George’s
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Ecuador, once celebrat-
ed for its tranquillity,
now finds itself at the
epicentre of a distress-
ing surge in gang vio-
lence, i ts streets
marred by the ominous
shadow of armed
groups fuelled by the
trafficking of illicit drugs.

On January 7,
President Daniel Noboa
deployed the nation’s
armed forces to clean
up prisons from which
gang leaders were
directing their criminal
activities. This desper-
ate response came
after days of unrest,
during which two formi-

Action on criminal gangs and guns is urgent
dable gang leaders
escaped from jail ,
prison guards were held
hostage, and explosive
devices wreaked havoc
in cit ies across the
country.
These events starkly
illustrate a broader cri-
sis, one that extends its
menacing grip across
Latin America and the
Caribbean.

Ecuador, nestled
between the world's two
largest cocaine produc-
ers, Colombia and
Peru, faces the dire
consequences of i ts
geographic vulnerabili-
ty.
The United Nations
Global Report on
Cocaine 2023 reveals a
record surge in cocaine
production, with
Ecuador serving as a
tragic victim of its easily
accessible coastal
routes.
However, Ecuador's
plight is not a solitary
narrative; it is a haunt-
ing prelude to a region-

wide symphony of
chaos.
The issue of gangs,
guns, and violence can-
not be confined within
borders. Governments
are now awakening to
the problem, but it has
already spiralled out of
control in some nations,
while others are teeter-
ing on the brink.
The Caribbean, in par-
t icular, stands as a
sobering example, with
four of the five most
murderous countries
and territories in the
region in 2022 being
the Turks and Caicos
Islands, Jamaica,
Venezuela, St. Lucia,
and St. Vincent and the
Grenadines.
Disturbingly, there

were no reliable figures
for Haiti, leaving a void
in understanding the full
extent of the crisis
which, in any event, is
known to be completely
unmanageable. 
Statistics for the region
reveal a grim reality;

eight out of ten coun-
tries with the highest
homicide rates in the
world are located in
Latin America and the
Caribbean.
The average homicide
rates, according to
2021 data, stood at 9.3
per 100,000 for South
America, 16.9 per
100,000 for Central
America, and 12.7 per
100,000 for the
Caribbean.
The Caribbean also
grapples with a dual
challenge: an influx of
illicit firearms, primarily
sourced from the United
States, and a decrease
in funding for crucial
security initiatives.
The United States,

despite being a major
source of the region's
i l l icit f irearm woes,
paradoxically reduced
its budget for the
Caribbean Basin
Security Init iative by
11.8% in f iscal year
2022. This initiative pro-
vides vital aid for border

and port security, a life-
line desperately needed
to combat the influx of
weapons.
The alarming preva-
lence of American-
made guns in the hands
of Caribbean gangs has
spurred heads of gov-
ernment to call for
stronger U.S. efforts in
curbing arms trafficking.
In June 2023,
Bahamas' Prime
Minister, Philip Davis,
emphasised to U.S.
Vice-President Kamala
Harris, the urgency of
reducing the flow of ille-
gal guns entering his
nation from the United
States.
However, the U.S.

account of the meeting
made no mention of this
serious concern, not
because the Biden gov-
ernment is not troubled
by gun crimes, but
because it is a domestic
polit ical issue in the
U.S.  Hence, not
enough is being done to
stop the flow of illegal
weapons into the
Caribbean.
Even as these nations
grapple with the inflow
of illegal firearms, their
capacity to intercept
and prevent such activi-
ties remains a signifi-

cant challenge.
Ports of entry often
lack the necessary
interdiction capacity,
and limited enforcement
resources hinder their
ability to curb the tide of
arms. The traffickers
exploit the short dis-
tances between
Caribbean islands, uti-
lizing go-fast boats and
yachts to move
weapons seamlessly
across the extensive
coastlines.
Efforts to control and
combat this phenome-
non have been ongoing
since the late 1990s.
Despite these efforts,
gangs continue to prolif-
erate, fuelled by drug
traffickers who arm their
criminal enterprises.

Recognising the
urgency and gravity of
the situation, during my
term as President of the
Organization of
American States (OAS),
I placed the topic of
"Guns, gangs, and vio-
lence" on the agenda of
the Permanent Council.
An expert panel, con-
vened to address the
growing crisis, pro-
posed approaches to
tackle the root causes
and consequences of
criminal gang violence,

particularly gun-related
violence. The resulting
Resolution, adopted on
December 12, empha-
sized the necessity for
greater collaboration
between governmental
agencies.
It acknowledged that
no single state pos-
sesses the capacity to
match the formidable
resources available to
organized criminals
operating across bor-
ders.
The resolution under-
scored the l inks
between transnational
organized crime, crimi-
nal gangs, and the vital
importance of a cross-
border, collaborative
approach.
We strongly proposed
that the matter be
addressed at the
upcoming OAS general
assembly in June, with
the objective of estab-
lishing practical sys-
tems of collaboration
between Latin American
nations and Caribbean
states.

The criminals are
organized; if govern-
ments and their law
enforcement agencies
fail to follow suit, the
consequences will be
more disastrous than
they already are. But
this alone, while a start,
is not enough.  Much
more needs to be done.
At the regional level,
collaboration is para-
mount, as no single
state can confront the
vast resources of
transnational organized
crime independently.
At the national level,
robust legislation, effec-
tive implementation
machinery to punish
drug traff ickers, and
prison reforms to pre-
vent them from becom-
ing recruitment centres
are imperative.
Equally important is
raising awareness
among communities
about the dangers, con-
sequences, and sanc-
tions associated with
membership in criminal
gangs and the posses-
sion and illegal use of
firearms.
As the Caribbean con-
fronts this multifaceted
crisis, the imperative is
clear: collective, res-
olute action is not just
an option but an
absolute necessity. The
path forward demands
a commitment to
national, regional and
hemispheric action.
Gangs, guns and law-
lessness now threaten
every person – the
examples are too many
to ignore.
(Sir Ronald Sanders is
Antigua and Barbuda’s
Ambassador to the US
and the OAS.  He is
also the current
President of the OAS
Permanent Council.
The views expressed
are entirely his own) 
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Over the past 50 years,
the Grenadian people
have made signif icant
achievements in building
this beautiful tr i- island
nation, which makes the
golden jubilee celebration
even more cheerful.
Moreover, with February 7
drawing close, we will first
witness the 19th anniver-
sary of the resumption of
diplomatic ties between
China and Grenada on
January 20, 2024.
During this 19-year-long
period, the cooperation
between the two countries
has yielded tangible fruits
and contributed to the
social-economic develop-
ment of Grenada.
It is against this back-
ground that the resident
Chinese Ambassador to
Grenada Wei Hongtian
has submitted the follow-
ing article for publication
on the bilateral relations
and to congratulate the
Grenadian people on the
50th anniversary of
Independence.
As Grenada will celebrate
its Golden Jubilee on
February 7th, on behalf of
the Chinese Embassy in
Grenada, I would like to
convey my warmest con-
gratulations and best wish-
es to the government and
people of Grenada for
their great achievements
in socio-economic devel-
opment over the past five
decades. 
50 years ago, China and
the world witnessed the
historic moment of inde-
pendence of Grenada.
Since then, Grenada has
evolved from a small
island country to a famous
tourist destination in the
Caribbean. This should be
attributed to the diligence,
strength, and unwavering
spirit of the Grenadian
people. May the 50th
anniversary bring Grenada
prosperity and its people
happiness.
Here, I am delighted to
announce to the public
that China has decided to
donate three hundred
thousand US dollars (USD
300,000) to the Grenadian
Government to facilitate its
jubilee celebrations - a
present for Grenada’s 50th
birthday.
In the meantime, January
20th marks the 19th
anniversary of the resump-
tion of diplomatic t ies
between China and
Grenada, offering us an
even better reason to
share the joy and excite-
ment with Grenadian peo-
ple.  At this historic
moment, it is necessary
for us to look back at what
we have accomplished
during the past 19 years.
Since the People’s

Accomplishments and Envision
By Ambassador Wei

Hongtian
Republic of China and
Grenada resumed diplo-
matic t ies in 2005, our
bilateral relationship has
been developing steadily
over time, with deepening
mutual trust, fruitful coop-
eration, and stronger
bonds between our two
peoples.
China highly appreciates
the Grenadian government
and the two major political
parties’ long-standing
commitment to the One-
China Principle, which is
the political foundation of
our relationship. Under the
guidance of this Principle,
the practical cooperation
between China and
Grenada has been steadi-
ly enhanced in many sec-
tors, such as infrastruc-
ture, health, housing,
youth, sports, disaster
management, education,
human resources training,
security and law enforce-
ment, with an eye toward
achieving common devel-
opment.
China and Grenada also
maintain close consulta-
tion and coordination on
international and regional
affairs to safeguard our
common interests. 
The past year was one
that boasted significant
new developments in our
friendly relations, which
were highlighted by
Foreign Minister Hon.
Joseph Andall’s successful
visit to China and meeting
with his Chinese counter-
part, heralding more
progress in the near
future.
As for practical coopera-
tion, all preparation work
for the Technical
Cooperation Project of
National Cricket Stadium
has been concluded,
paving the way for the
commencement of con-
struction; the Upgrade
Project of Maurice Bishop
International Airport is
heading towards final
completion; the Eighth
Phase of the Agricultural
Technical Cooperation
Project has benefited
farmers across the coun-
try; China donated 2
batches of disaster-relief
cash aid to the Grenadian
Government, with one
allocated to Carriacou and
Petite Martinique.
Since China adjusted its
COVID-19 protocols, peo-
ple-to-people exchanges
between our two countries
have been significantly
enhanced - six bilateral
and dozens of multilateral
short-term training pro-
grams for Grenadian offi-
cials and professionals
were held by China last
year, and many Grenadian
friends were invited to pay
visits to China - these
training and visits covered
various areas, including
auto mechanism, youth
and women development,
law enforcement, journal-
ism and so on.
The Chinese Embassy in
Grenada also funded sev-
eral small-scale projects at
community level, such as
refurbishing community
centers, building pedestri-
an bridge, equipping local
ICT center, donating

sports gears and electron-
ic devices to schools, pro-
viding life necessities to
community organisations,
etc - these “small yet
smart” projects and ges-
tures met the direct needs
of local people and were
warmly welcomed.
As China and Grenada
are about to embark on
the next twenty years of
friendship, I would like to
elaborate on the three
aspects China will focus
on to strengthen our bilat-
eral relation:
First, we are committed to
continue our support to
Grenada within our capac-
ity. It is very encouraging
to know that the mutual
beneficial cooperation
between China and
Grenada has improved the
well-being of our two peo-
ples, which is an embodi-
ment of the “people-cen-
tered philosophy” that both
our two governments cher-
ish.
Following the visit of the
Grenadian Foreign
Minister to China, the two
countries have been
exchanging views on
cooperation in health,
sports, renewable energy,
agriculture, youth develop-
ment and so on - all fall
into the strategic priorities
of the Grenadian side.  
Second, we will continue
to enhance the mutual
trust with Grenada on mul-
tiple levels. The friendship
between our two countries
relies both on inter-gov-
ernmental engagement
and people-to-people
exchanges - as this friend-
ship is underpinned by
One-China Principle, the
sensitivity of the Taiwan
question cannot be under-
estimated, and the rock-
solid support from
Grenada on the final reuni-
f ication of China can
always be counted on.
It is our sincere hope that
political leaders from both
sides could pay visits to
each other and pave the
way for future develop-
ment of our bilateral rela-
tionship. Moreover, we are
looking forward to welcom-
ing more Grenadians to
visit China this year for
studying, training, and
commercial activities, and
Chinese cultural groups
are also ready to perform
in this culture-rich tri-island
nation.
Third, we will continue to
jointly safeguard the inter-
national fairness and jus-
tice with Grenada and
other developing coun-
tries. As the world is
undergoing changes
unseen in a century, we
need to make the multilat-
eral system more inclu-
sive, democratic and rep-
resentative, giving
emerging markets and
developing countries
greater voice in interna-
tional decision-making.
Issues which matter to all
should be jointly
addressed by all, and this
is why we call for an order-
ly and equitable multipolar
world and inclusive eco-
nomic globalisation that
deliver benefits for all. We
seek to settle differences

through dialogue and
resolve disputes through
cooperation. We firmly
oppose hegemony and
power politics in all their
forms. We advocate soli-

darity and win-win mentali-
ty in handling complex and
intertwined security chal-
lenges, and build a fair
and just security architec-
ture that is shared by all.
I am very excited to wit-
ness the historic moment
of Grenada’s 50th
Anniversary of

Independence, being cele-
brated under the theme
“One People, One
Journey, One Future”, and
I am very honoured to take
part in this noble mission
to bring our friendship to a
new high.
Again, please allow me to
congratulate the people of

Grenada on this golden
jubilee, and, hand in hand,
let us foster an even clos-
er China-Grenada friend-
ship with our own hands.
Long live the friendship
between the People’s
Republic of China and
Grenada!
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As the gavel came
down on the latest
round of climate talks in
Dubai, there were dec-
larations of “we united,
we acted, we delivered”
from the COP28 presi-
dency. This was met by
a sense of déjà vu
among delegates of the
Alliance of Small Island
States (Aosis), an inter-
governmental organisa-
tion representing the
nations most vulnerable
to climate change.
In her post-summit
statement, Aosis lead
negotiator Anne
Rasmussen expressed
confusion that the UAE
Consensus, COP28’s
final agreement, was
approved when repre-
sentatives from small-
island developing
states (or Sids were not
in the room.
While some delegates
hailed the consensus
as “beginning of the
end” of the fossil fuel
era, Aosis countered
that the document con-
tained a “litany of loop-
holes” which did little to
advance the key
actions needed to stave
off climate breakdown

of climate change. The
group had fought over
30 years in cl imate
negotiations for this
fund.
Additionally, Aosis
identified fundamental
areas required to save
Sids from impacts such
as sea-level r ise,
desertification and cli-
mate migration. The
principal – and most
contentious – is “a
phase-out” of fossil
fuels, the main driver of
the climate crisis.
Scientific evidence is
clear: rapidly eliminat-
ing coal, oil and gas is
necessary to limit glob-
al warming to 1.5°C, as
enshrined in the Paris
agreement. Even at this
l imit, many small
islands will face a dras-
tic increase in coastal
flooding from sea-level
rise, and other effects
which could render
these countries unin-
habitable.
“We will not sign our
death certificate. We
cannot sign on to text
that does not have
strong commitments on
phasing out fossil
fuels,” said Cedric
Schuster of Samoa, the
Aosis chair at the nego-
tiations.
In addition to keeping
the 1.5°C goal alive,
Aosis members empha-
sised the need to dou-
ble the financing which
helps states to pursue
measures to adapt to
climate change (such
as building seawalls to
protect from stronger
storm surges) and to
mitigate their emis-
sions. Sids, including
the Caribbean
Community (Caricom),
a political and econom-
ic union to which Aosis’
Caribbean Sids belong,
had consistently raised
these priorities ahead
of COP28.

Shared problems
This unified approach is
remarkable considering
the diverse nature of
the group of 39 low-
lying Sids, scattered
across the Caribbean,
the Pacific and Indian
Ocean and South
China Sea. This bond
is also necessary, as
Sids comprise a mere
1% of the world’s popu-
lation, and often, the
influence of national

delegations is dimin-
ished by financial and
logistical constraints,
such as access to
visas. Such shared
impediments arise
because of the com-
mon history of colonial-
ism and resource
extraction which has
bequeathed unique
challenges to small-
island states.
Despite this past, and
their relative tininess,
Sids remain among the
most biodiverse places
on Earth. The ocean
under their control is,
on average, 28 times
each country’s land
mass, and much of the
natural wealth for Sids
lies in their ocean.
But the toll of climate
change is mounting on
these states. Pacific
islands such as
Vanuatu, Kiribati and
Tuvalu have seen atolls
sinking. Caribbean
islands such as Antigua
and Barbuda, the
Commonwealth of
Dominica and the
Bahamas have experi-
enced devastating hur-
ricanes. In the case of
Barbuda, the upheaval
caused by more violent
storms has precipitated
an attempt to transfer
land from the island
community to the gov-
erment and transna-
tional companies,
threatening to disrupt
more than 400 years of
farming and fishing tra-
ditions.

The costs of failure
The UAE Consensus
text “calls on” countries
to “transition away from
fossil fuels” and
towards renewable
energy. Tellingly, this
formulation met with
the approval of fossil
fuel producers.
Other agenda items
important to Sids at
COP28 were deferred
another year, including
how markets for trading
carbon offset credits
will be regulated. Even
the hard-won victory of
a loss and damage
fund may prove hollow,
as its lopsided set-up
gives donor countries
disproportionate influ-
ence through the World
Bank’s interim role as
host, and stacks the
odds against recipients.
Estimates suggest that

the combined total of
US$700 million (£556
million) pledged so far
by wealthy, high-emit-
ting nations to compen-
sate the poorest and
least culpable countries
for cl imate impacts
amounts to 0.2% of the
annual cost of climate
destruction.
And, despite the vast-
ness of ocean space
under the control of
Sids and the increas-
ingly recognised role of
the ocean in sequester-
ing carbon, much of the
funding for ecosystem
solutions to cl imate
change has been fun-
nelled into forests.

What lies ahead?
While there were
encouraging moments
at COP28, the outcome
failed to provide a sci-
entifically grounded and
equitable blueprint for
keeping the Paris
agreement’s goal alive.
For Sids, the delivery of
this mandate was a red
line for the 2023 cli-
mate negotiations.
However, Sids have not
put their eggs solely in
the basket of the UN
climate negotiations.
Pacif ic islands pro-
posed a fossil fuel non-
proliferation treaty in
2015, as an internation-
al mechanism for man-
aging a phase-out
between nations. This
year, Colombia, a coun-
try dependent on coal,
oil and gas for half its
exports, endorsed the
idea.
Elsewhere, Aosis

members including
Antigua & Barbuda and
Vanuatu are seeking
advice on the legal
obligations of states to
prevent and remedy
harm as a result of the
climate emergency
under the International
Tribunal for the Law of
the Sea and the
International Court of
Justice. African Sids
have published a draft
report outlining similar
questions.
In the run up to COP29
in Azerbaijan, Aosis
members will need to
continue to explore
other routes to compel
wealthy nations to
recognise the needs
and circumstances of
the world’s most vulner-
able states.

The aftermath of Hurricane Dorian in the Bahamas, 2019. Anya
Douglas/Shutterstock

How COP28 failed the
world’s small islands

and deliver justice to
islands and low-lying
states facing the
gravest consequences
of the climate crisis.
Aosis member states

came to COP28 to
build on the momentum
of their victory in the
final moments of
COP27 a year earlier in
Egypt, when delegates

agreed to establish a
loss and damage fund
which would pay devel-
oping nations for the
unavoidable and
extreme consequences
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Short-term only. 
Fully furnished 2-bedroom Apt

at Springs, St. George.
Comes with all the amenities –
just bring your clothes & come.
Call: 420-2442 or 407-4401

for details 
********

Affordable apartment in
Barbados near to U.S
Embassy and Airport.

Call: 246-234-3679 or
246-259-9187

********
Bougainvillea Apts

Self-contained apts centrally
located in Grand Anse by
shopping centers, banks,
beach,transportation, ful ly
equipped for self-catering with
full kitchen, veranda, cable TV,
internet. Ideal for long/short
term lets. On SGU hospital bus
routes.

www.grenada-
bougainvillea.com   or 
bougainvillea@spiceisle.

com
Call:444-4930

********
1 bedroom unfurnished apart-
ment in LaBorie, St. George
Call: 440-0721/403-9976/

404-2331
********

2 bedrooms apt, kitchen, bath-
room, living room, Includes
washing machine, parking,
use of swimming pool, Wifi,
Cable, TV, Water. EC$1500
(US$555) plus electricity
Call: 231-1852 between 9am

– 5pm 
********

2 bedroom fully furnished flat
in Tempe
Call:449-2944/ 440-5828

********
1 ½ bedroom fully furnished
flat at Mt. Moritz
Call: 458-6377/440-7078 

********
2 bedroom unfurnished apt in
Morne Jaloux

Call: 404-8480
********

Two bedroom furnished apt
overlooking Excel Plaza,
Grand Anse

Call: 457-3076 
********

Commercial space in Tempe  
Call 440-2331, 415-2331,

405-2331
********

“2003 Honda CRV – Black
2001 Toyota Rav4 – Silver

Call: 437-6061 

PKF requires an office atten-
dant for the period January 22
to February 9, 2004.
Contact 440-2562 to arrange

an interview.” 

Geriatric Care of your loved
ones
•Checking vital signs
•Building a relationship with
patients
•Companionship
•Giving medication
•Feeding & Bathing

Call: 403-5861
Certified Events Planner

Planning your next event:
Weddings, Baby showers,
Birthday parties, Engagement
and more.
Call: 459-5865 for more info

FOR RENT
Call: 1 (473) 435-9363

email: newtoday.gnd@gmail.com
website: www.thenewtodaygrenada.com

Follow us on our Facebook Page:
The New Today Grenada

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Free Online Advertising

HOPE CITY, ST. ANDREW’S

EXCLUSIVE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT – 
FULL INFRASTRUCTURE – SPECTACULAR 

OCEAN VIEW - 2 BEACHES WITHIN WALKING 
DISTANCE – LOTS FROM 10EC$/SQ.FT

CALL TODAY: 439-6646 OR 406-3649

WWW.HOPEESTATEGRENADA.COM

LAND FOR SALE

   
   
   

   
   
   

    
    

   
 

   
    

    
    

  
   

  
 

 
   

   
    

    
  

   

   
 

   
   

   
     

   
   

   
 
    

   
   

  
   

   
 

  
  
    

    
  

  
  

  
   
   

  
    
    

   
  

   
   
    
  

     
  

  
  

   
 

   
  

  
  

  
   

   
   
  
    

  
   

    
   

    
   

  
   
   

   
    

   
    

   
   

   
    
    

  
   

  
  
   

  
   

    
   

   
  

    
 

    
  

   
    

    
    

   
 
  

     
    

  
   

   

    
    
 
  

  
 

   
   

  
  

   
  

   
    

   
    

 
  
   
  

   
   
   

   
  

   
  

   
 

   
    

   
  

   
    

   
   
     
   

    
    

   
   
  

  
  

FOR SALE
Attractive fenced 2-bedroom house on approxi-
mately 12,347 sq ft of land at La Sagesse St. David. 
Potential for downstairs apartment. 

Price: ECD $500,000
***************

Prime Property in Archibald Avenue for 
Commercial/Residential Sale. On 21,883 sq ft of 
well-landscaped land comprising of 3bd, 3 baths on 
top level, with 2 apts, storage downstairs. 

Price upon request. 
***************

Prime waterfront gently sloping land consisting of 
approx.. 24,487 sq.ft , located at True Blue.  

Price: Upon Request
***************

Attractive plot of land in Harvey Vale, Carriacou, 
comprising of 14,157 sq.ft of land, walking distance 
from the new port and jetty. 

Price: EC$169,524

Contact 407-0264.
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By Thalif Deen
UNITED NATIONS - The
world’s rich are getting
progressively richer
while the world’s poor
continue to be increas-
ingly poorer.

In a new report
released January 15,
Oxfam says the wealth
of the world’s five richest
men has doubled since
2020 –even as five bil-
lion people were made
poorer in a “decade of
division.”
The study, published to

coincide with the World
Economic Forum in
Davos, an annual gath-
ering of mostly the
world’s wealthiest and
business elites, lists the
top five billionaires: Elon
Musk $245.5 bil l ion,
Bernard Arnault and
family $191.3 billion, Jeff
Bezos $167.4 bil l ion,
Larry Ellison $145.5 bil-
lion and Warren Buffett

The World’s Richest Men Leave Women Far
Behind—Amid Rising Economic Inequalities

more than four times the
size of the US econo-
my—and women earn
just 51 cents for every
$1 made by men.
“Women are also espe-

cially harmed by the
policies that fuel our
inequality crisis, like tax
breaks for the rich and
cuts to public services,”
said Riddell, one of the
authors of the Oxfam
report on inequality and
global corporate power.
They carry out the vast

majority of unpaid care
work, which is vital to
keeping our communi-
t ies and economies
afloat, and their labor is
constantly undervalued
in the workplace, she
noted.
“We found it would take

1,200 years for women
working in the health
and social sector to earn
what the average CEO
at the biggest Fortune
100 companies makes
in just one year,”
declared Riddell.
Oxfam urges a new era

of public action, includ-
ing public services, cor-
porate regulation, break-
ing up monopolies and
enacting permanent
wealth and excess profit
taxes.
The study reveals that

seven out of ten of the
world’s biggest corpora-
tions have a billionaire
as CEO or principal
shareholder. These cor-
porations are worth
$10.2 trillion, equivalent
to more than the com-
bined GDPs of all coun-
tries in Africa and Latin
America.
“We’re witnessing the

beginnings of a decade
of division, with billions
of people shouldering
the economic shock-
waves of pandemic,
inflation and war, while
bil l ionaires’ fortunes
boom. This inequality is
no accident; the billion-
aire class is ensuring
corporations deliver
more wealth to them at
the expense of everyone
else,” said Oxfam
International interim
Executive Director
Amitabh Behar.
“Runaway corporate

and monopoly power is
an inequality-generating
machine: through
squeezing workers,
dodging tax, privatizing
the state, and spurring
climate breakdown, cor-
porations are funneling
endless wealth to their
ultra-rich owners. But
they’re also funneling
power, undermining our
democracies and our
rights. No corporation or
individual should have
this much power over
our economies and our
l ives —to be clear,
nobody should have a
billion dollars,” he noted.
The study also singles

out the following:
– Despite representing
just 21 percent of the

global population, rich
countries in the Global
North own 69 percent of
global wealth and are
home to 74 percent of
the world’s bil l ionaire
wealth.
– Share ownership over-
whelmingly benefits the
richest. The top 1 per-
cent own 43 percent of
all  global f inancial
assets. They hold 48
percent of f inancial
wealth in the Middle
East, 50 percent in Asia
and 47 percent in
Europe.
Mirroring the fortunes of

the super-rich, large
firms are set to smash
their annual profit
records in 2023. 148 of
the world’s biggest cor-
porations together raked
in $1.8 trillion in total net
profits in the year to
June 2023, a 52 percent
jump compared to aver-
age net profits in 2018-
2021.
Their windfall profits

surged to nearly $700
billion. The report finds
that for every $100 of
profit made by 96 major
corporations between
July 2022 and June
2023, $82 was paid out
to rich shareholders.
Bernard Arnault, the

world’s second richest
man who presides over
luxury goods empire
LVMH, has been fined
by France‘s anti-trust
body. He also owns
France’s biggest media
outlet, Les Échos, as
well as Le Parisien.
Aliko Dangote, Africa’s

richest person, holds a
“near-monopoly” on
cement in Nigeria. His
empire’s expansion into
oil has raised concerns
about a new private
monopoly.
Jeff Bezos’s fortune of

$167.4 billion increased
by $32.7 billion since the
beginning of the decade.
The US government has
sued Amazon, the
source of Bezos’ fortune,
for wielding its “monop-
oly power” to hike
prices, degrade service
for shoppers and stifle
competition.
“Monopolies harm inno-

vation and crush work-
ers and smaller busi-
nesses. The world hasn’t
forgotten how pharma
monopolies deprived
mil l ions of people of
COVID-19 vaccines,
creating a racist vaccine
apartheid, while minting
a new club of bil l ion-
aires,” said Behar.
People worldwide are

working harder and
longer hours, often for
poverty wages in precar-
ious and unsafe jobs.
The wages of nearly 800
mil l ion workers have
failed to keep up with
inflation and they have
lost $1.5 trillion over the
last two years, equiva-
lent to nearly a month
(25 days) of lost wages

Credit: Oxfam
$119.2 billion— totaling
about $869 bil l ion in
assets.
The fortunes of the five

richest men have shot
up by 114 percent since
2020 while the world’s
poorest will not be eradi-
cated for another 229
years, said Oxfam, a
global organization that

fights inequality to end
poverty and injustice.

Oxfam predicts the
world could have its first-
ever trillionaire in just a
decade while it would
take more than two cen-
turies to end poverty.
Asked about the status
of women in a world of
rising economic inequali-

ties, Rebecca Riddell,
policy lead for economic
and racial justice at
Oxfam America, told
IPS: “Women pay the
highest price for a bro-
ken global economy”.
Globally, she pointed

out, men own US$105
trillion more wealth than
women—equivalent to

for each worker, accord-
ing to Oxfam.
The report also shows

how a “war on taxation”
by corporations has
seen the effective corpo-
rate tax rate fal l by
roughly a third in recent
decades, while corpora-
tions have relentlessly
privatized the public
sector and segregated
services like education
and water.
“We have the evidence.

We know the history.
Public power can rein in
runaway corporate
power and inequality —
shaping the market to
be fairer and free from
bil l ionaire control.
Governments must
intervene to break up
monopolies, empower
workers, tax these mas-
sive corporate profits
and, crucially, invest in a
new era of public goods
and services,” said
Behar.
“Every corporation has

a responsibility to act
but very few are.
Governments must step
up. There is action that
lawmakers can learn
from, from US anti-
monopoly government
enforcers suing Amazon
in a landmark case, to
the European
Commission wanting
Google to break up its
online advertising busi-
ness, and Africa’s his-
toric f ight to reshape
international tax rules.”
Oxfam is calling on gov-

ernments to rapidly and
radically reduce the gap
between the super-rich
and the rest of society
by:
– Revitalizing the state.
A dynamic and effective
state is the best bulwark
against extreme corpo-
rate power.
Governments should
ensure universal provi-
sion of healthcare and
education, and explore
publicly-delivered goods
and public options in
sectors from energy to
transportation.
– Reining in corporate
power, including by
breaking up monopolies
and democratizing
patent rules. This also
means legislating for liv-
ing wages, capping
CEO pay, and new taxes
on the super-rich and
corporations, including
permanent wealth and
excess profit taxes.
Oxfam estimates that a
wealth tax on the world’s
millionaires and billion-
aires could generate
$1.8 trillion a year.
– Reinventing business.
Competitive and prof-
itable businesses don’t
have to be shackled by
shareholder greed.
Democratically-owned
businesses better equal-
ize the proceeds of busi-
ness. If just 10 percent
of US businesses were
employee-owned, this
could double the wealth
share of the poorest half
of the US population,
including doubling the
average wealth of Black
households.
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Top Grenadian calypsonian, cultural figure Val
Adams journeys on despite medical issues

By Nelson A. King
Despite medical compli-
cations, one of
Grenada’s top calypso-
nians and cultural fig-
ures, Valentine “Val”
Adams, is still hitting the
stage.
Adams was one of the
main acts, primarily singing
Christmas Carols, during
the 40th Anniversary Gala
celebration last Month of
the Brooklyn-based
V i n c en t i a n -Ame r i c a n
Independent National
Charities, Inc. (VINCI) at El
Caribe Country Club on
Strickland Avenue in
Brooklyn. 
“Although, like every-
thing else, there were
minor obstacles along
the way, including a
stroke which I experi-
enced in 2017, I have
continued to provide our
communities and coun-
tries alike with beautiful,
enjoyable music,”
Adams, a three-time
Grenada Independence
and Calypso Monarch in
New York, told
Caribbean Life over the
weekend.  
“I’m still going through
therapy and medical
treatment, especially for
constant pain on my left
hip,” added the four-time
Calypso Monarch finalist
in Grenada, and twice
second runner-up, with
hits like “Take a Bow”,
“Rise Up” and “Bumsy”.
“I still perform as I see
fit, by God’s grace.” 
Adams, who was also
twice Soca Monarch
finalist in Grenada and
founder of the House of
Fire Calypso Tent in
New York, said he intro-
duced one of Grenada’s
tradit ional mases,
“Shortknee”, to the West
Indian-American Labor
Day Carnival in
Brooklyn. 
He said his mas band,
“500 Strong”, has been
named Band of the
Year, in the small band
category, for three con-
secutive years, 2013-
2015, in the West
Indian-American Day
Carnival Parade on
Brooklyn’s Eastern
Parkway.

After Grenada’s
Independence and
Calypso Competition in
New York had paused,
Adams said he “commit-
ted not to compete and
instead spearheaded
the restart of the event,
which I continued for six
years.”
He said his musical
journey continued with
many recordings over
the years, “with awe-
some performances” in
London, Toronto,
Montreal, “and, of
course, in New York and
the Caribbean.”
“I also enjoyed perform-
ing with the Mighty

School at Brooklyn’s
Medgar Evers College
after migrating to New
York. 
“With great love for
music, I seized the
opportunity to listen and
learn,” he said, stating
that his father played
the violin, and his moth-
er was an organist.
“There was a piano at
home, and the radio
was always on, of
course,” he added. “I
was always on the
piano, making some
noise with two fingers.
Occasionally, I was able
to get some practice on
a guitar, which my
brother, Albert, would
have borrowed. 
“I was more fascinated
by the guitar, gave it
more attention, getting
better daily, and even
learnt to play bass on a

regular guitar,” Adams
continued. 
Surprisingly, one day,
he said he was called to
play bass guitar for a
band, “which was about
to be formed, Gary and
the Rhythmeers, and
got to sing my first song
on amplified equipment,
while playing bass gui-
tar.”
Adams said the band
was “very well accepted
from its launch, and I
continued as its bass
player and lead vocal-
ist.”
In 1974, the year of
Grenada’s indepen-
dence, Adams said he
was selected on the
national soccer team to
tour New York. 
He said the first thought
on his mind was “to try
to apply for school,
which I did and got

accepted.” 
Adams said he attend-
ed Hunter College and
Nassau Community
College later, studying
accounting and music. 
“But most exciting of all
as a young man, with
the advent of music,
was when I was invited
to a meeting by Terence
Romney concerning the
formation of a band,” he
said.
There, he said he met
Eugene Pursoo,
Grenada’s former
Ambassador to the
United Nations, “who
immediately bought the
equipment to start the
group, Exodus.”
Adams said he ended
up being leader of the
band, keyboard player
and lead vocalist. 
“The band had become
very popular, and I

gained great recogni-
tion.,” he said. 
But after about 15
years, as members built
their futures and moved
to their separate ways,
Adams said the group
disbanded, and he went
solo and started record-
ing. 
“Val Adams and

Exodus was the best
experience for me,” he
said. “I became a better
singer, musician, enter-
tainer, arranger and
songwriter.
“To my family, fans and
friends, I want to thank
you all for your contin-
ued support and encour-
agement,” Adams
added. “Above all, I
thank God for his mercy,
and pray for His
Blessings to everyone. I
love you all.”

Val Adams was the opening act during VINCI
40th Anniversary Gala Luncheon at El Caribe
Country Club in Brooklyn. Photo by Nelson A.
King
Sparrow (the undisput-
ed Calypso King of the
World) many times in
those cities, as well,”
said Adams, adding that
his biggest accomplish-
ment was when The
City of New York hon-
ored him with a procla-
mation for his contribu-
tion to the culture of the
city. 
He also won the

Grenada Diaspora
Cultural Award in New
York. 
“I have been given cita-
tions by elected officials
in New York, again for
my contributions to the
city, and by the
Government of Grenada
during the annual inde-
pendence celebrations,”
said Adams, the son of
a church organist moth-
er and school principal
fathe, from the town of
Sauteurs, in the parish
of St. Patrick, Grenada.
Adams said he is the
last of five sons, with
the only sister, Pat, fol-
lowing him. 
He attended both the
St. Patrick Anglican and
Catholic schools, and
obtained a scholarship
to attend McDonald’s

College, where he was
selected as a member
of the Grenada Under
19 soccer team. 
Adams said he was
then transferred to the
Grenada Boys
Secondary School
(GBSS), and was
selected on the soccer
team there as well,
becoming captain of the
team in 1969. 
“As I always have a
passion for sports and
music, I took the oppor-
tunity to try athletics and
won the junior champion
athlete of the school
and also senior champ
thereafter,” he said. “I
have won Grenada’s
first CARIFTA Games
medal in 1972, the silver
medal, represented
Grenada at Southern
Games in Trinidad (and
Tobago), and at the
Windward Islands
Games in St. Vincent
(and the Grenadines),
where I won one gold
medal and one silver
medal.”
Adams said he also
obtained a certified soc-
cer coaching l icense
from the Southern New
York State Coaching
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The St. George’s No.2 Magistrate’s Court
has initiated a Coroner’s Inquest to probe
into the tragic January 3, 2020, early
morning crash that claimed the life of 32-
year-old Businessman, Horndell Andall of
Corinth, St. David. 
Legal counsel for the family, Attorney
Jerry Edwin on Wednesday confirmed that
Magistrate Tahiera Gellineau is overseeing
the proceedings, scheduled to resume
“during the second week of February,” at
the No. 2 Magistrate’s Court within the

Southern District. 
The primary objective of the inquest is to
ascertain the official cause of Andall’s
death just over four (4) years ago.
The 32-year-old, who was affectionately
known as ‘Santana’ was the driver of a
blue Nissan Tida that collided with a Jeep
Wrangler around 7:00 a.m., on the tragic
day, resulting in his death despite efforts
to rush him to the St. George’s General
Hospital.
A notable aspect of the inquiry is the

absence of eyewitnesses to the fatal acci-
dent.
Attorney Edwin has clarified that “there
were only motorists passing by and per-
sons who heard the crash, but in terms of
persons actually seeing the point of impact
with their own two (2) eyes that never
occurred.”
The circumstances surrounding the crash
have sparked speculation, with indications
that Andall’s fondness for loud music and
fast driving may have played a role.

Despite the challenges posed by the cir-
cumstantial nature of the inquest, Attorney
Edwin remains hopeful about uncovering
the truth.
Known colloquially as “a bad boy,” Andall
operated a popular bar on St. John’s
Street, and had legal matters pending
before both the Magistrate’s and High
Courts in St. George up to the time of his
untimely death, which was the first road
fatality recorded in 2020.

UNRAVELING MYSTERY BEHIND
FATAL 2020 CRASH 

The rubble of the crash that claimed the life of the St David man
Deceased Horndell Andall - a Coroner’s Inquest has been launched to determine

the official cause of death
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