
VOL. 15 NO. 21 Week Ending Fri., MARCH 24, 2023
“The Pen Is Always Mightier”

        
    

                     

DECISION TAKEN
ON 

TAFAWA PIERRE

DATA PROTECTION
BILL ATTACKED AS

“A CENSORSHIP
LAW IN DISGUISE” 

STORY ON PAGE 3 STORY ON PAGE 15

Grenada police are currently investigating two deaths
this past week including what appears to be an execu-
tion on Tuesday night in Gun Battle in St John in which
one man was killed.
The other incident which took place on Sunday related
to the recovery of the body of 46-year old David Forte
who was found naked among rocks face down in an
area known as Russian Point in St David .
Family members believe foul play is at work as the
Royal Grenada Police Force (RGPF) continue with their
investigation into the incident.
According to one family member, the police are continu-
ing to hold on to the body of Forte and have not given it
over for burial.
He said that he last saw the deceased on Sunday
around noon in the company of an individual who is said
to be of interest to the police in their ongoing investiga-
tion.
He indicated that about 2 hours later, the girlfriend of
David called a family member to report that the person
with whom he was last seen in public to “say a whole
hour he and Forte down in Russian Point and Forte say
he going an ease his bowel and how up to now Forte
can’t come back and he searching for him all over the
place and can’t find him.”
Within minutes, family members of the deceased
reached the beach to help look for the missing man.
THE NEW TODAY was told that they are very suspicious
of the reported incident as the person of interest to the
police was giving some kind of explanation as to what
happened and “that just didn't make sense to me.”
“…The place where he said he parked up (the vehicle),
the place where he said (David) went is like literally
walking into the roughest part of the ocean.

FATAL SHOOTING IN GOUYAVE

Johnathan Richards - was fatally shot multiple times in Gun Battle in
Gouyave David Forte – police are “digging deeper” into his death
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A leading evangelical
church on the island
has removed from the
preaching roster a for-
mer convicted prisoner
linked to the 1983 exe-
cution of Marxist Prime

Minister Maurice
Bishop following a con-
troversial rel igious
paper that he wrote
advocating that no one
will go to hell.
Former army Major

Leon “Bogo” Cornwall
is being accused in reli-
gious circles of seeking
to advance an edict
that goes against the
Christian teachings of
St George’s Baptist

Church headed by
Pastor Stanford Simon
as he was supporting
the notion that every-
one will go to Heaven
and no one will go to
Hell on their demise.

Revolutionary figure “banned” from preaching at St George’s Baptist 

Methodist Church.”
Pastor Simon is quot-

ed by one religious fig-
ure as saying that
Cornwall is also of the
belief that “the Devil is
redeemable”.
“When people hear

that, that is what’s
going to ki l l  him
(Cornwall) in religious
circles,” he said.

Cornwall has now
started his own radio
programme preaching
the Gospel under the
banner of Cornerstone
Ministry of Grace and
Truth.
The former army Major

had grown up as a
Methodist before he
started studying
Marxism and Leninism
along with the NJM ide-
ological teacher, former
Deputy Prime Minister
in the PRG, Bernard
Coard who was the
mastermind of the
bloody palace coup in
which Bishop was
killed.
The religious leader

expressed fears that
Cornwall is now clearly
heading in the direction
of becoming what he
called a "Pharaoh” in
the Christian communi-

ty due to the controver-
sial religious edict.
“It may be too late for

him to change his mind
– you know when a
man gets deep in
something, he wants to
change his mind but it
is too late,” he
remarked.
The religious insider at

the Church pointed out
the fact that Cornwall
has a name for his reli-
gious programme
means that he was
clearly thinking “of
starting his own church
or something.”
The popular American

televangelist Carlton
Pearson had put for-
ward those controver-
sial scriptures l ike
Cornwall which denied
the existence of Hell
and was shunned by
several major religious
leaders and millions of
Christians around the
world after he preached
the sermon “To hell with
hell.”

Pearson was
ostracised by his own
church and put out of
the religious order and
that was the end of his
promising career as a
Televangelist.

Pastor Stanford Simon – left feeling uneasy
with the controversial religious edict

Leon “Bogo” Cornwall – has apparently
removed himself from St George’s Baptist to
form a new religious ministry

A religious insider at
the church told THE
NEW TODAY that
Cornwall who was a
key player in the dis-
pute between moder-
ates and hardliners
within Bishop’s then rul-
ing New Jewel
Movement -led
People’s Revolutionary
Government has been
removed from the
Leadership Council of
St George’s Baptist.
He said the decision-

making body in the
church told Cornwall
that he had to step
down from leadership
position in light of the
controversial religious
paper that has angered
many followers of the
Faith.
“They are not putting

him out of the church
but he cannot serve in
leadership and he can’t
teach again because of
that issue,” he added.
Cornwall was described

as one who was becom-
ing a very influential fig-
ure in the leadership
body of St George’s
Baptist church and was
seen as “the go to guy”
when certain positions
were being taken on reli-
gious matters at church
meetings.

“When Bogo
(Cornwall) starts talking
everybody is looking at
Bogo. Bogo was
becoming the de facto
leader,” he said.
According to the reli-

gious figure, the ex-
army chief and former
Ambassador to Cuba
was beginning to attract
a major following within
St George’s Baptist
church as “people were
loving his teaching and
he is a good teacher.”
He said that since the

religious paper was
released, Pastor Simon
who is the head of the
church did approach
Cornwall on the issue
and was told by the top
figure in the 1979-83
Grenada Revolution
that “he (Simon) was
hurting his (Cornwall)
feelings.
“I guess he (Cornwall)

figured that he should
not be confronted but
the man (Simon) can’t
let you tear up his
church. He gave you a
platform and you’re
going to blow that
opportunity by teaching
something (against the
beliefs of the church),”
he told THE NEW
TODAY.
“It is not something just

contrary to Stanford’s
church – it is contrary
to the entire Christian
community pretty much
except the Jehovah
Witness. It is just not
Stanford’s church but
Catholics, Pentecostal,
Baptist, Methodist – all
of them are going to
come up against him,”
he said.
He went on to say: “…I

am sure Bogo can’t
preach that stuff in the
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A senior Caribbean
lawyer has warned that
the current Data
Protection Bil l  intro-
duced in the Grenada
Parliament by the nine
month old Congress
government of Prime
Minister Dickon Mitchell
could be “a censorship
law in disguise” if
allowed to become law.
The lawyer who spoke
to THE NEW TODAY
on condit ion that he
was not named, said
that Data Protection law
“is not uncommon” and
do exist in several
Commonwealth coun-
tries with the intention
“to strengthen privacy
rights and the privacy of
the individual.”
He said that many
countries pass these
laws to “address confi-
dential commercial
information of corpora-
tions” with a view to
protecting these entities
from “unfair competition
and insider trading” by
people who are bent on
sabotaging them.
“Nowhere is it  ever
directed for governmen-
tal control of the flow of
information to the pub-
lic. Never is it arranged
for the control by the
government of the flow
of information to the

Data Protection Bill attacked as “a
censorship law in disguise” 

Attorney Derick Sylvester – the current head of
the local Bar Association 

Attorney General Claudette Joseph – oversee-
ing the bill for the Congress government 
public,” he warned.
“In other words once

you start hearing those
kinds of restrictions that
is the opposite to a
Freedom of Information
arrangement. This
appears to be a censor-
ship law in disguise - it
appears to be that,” he
quipped.
According to the

lawyer, media practi-
tioners should be wary

of the law as it could
affect them in plying
their trade.
He said: “If a journalist
gets a piece of informa-
tion about a funny kind
of contract that exist
because they (corpora-
tions) signed it with the
government – so there
has to be a record of it
in order for the govern-
ment to pay this person
according to the con-

tract, but it is intended
to be kept secret, you
(journalist) gets it and
you burst i t in your
paper and you burst it
with a picture of it in the
paper, once this law is
in force you are impli-
cated with an offense.”
“Information is not only
in proprietary – informa-
tion is not property only.
Information is a public
order – Information is
not just personal or pri-
vate. Information is a
public good in this mod-
ern context – it’s a pub-
lic good and once you
start restricting public
good you are getting
into the area of censor-
ship – you can’t do
that,” he added.
The senior attorney
called for the Grenada
Chamber of Industry &
Commerce (GCIC),
Grenada Bar
Association (GBA),
Media Workers
Association of Grenada
(MWAG) and other
interest groups like the
trade unions and
churches and non-gov-
ernmental organisations
(NGOs) to be given an
opportunity to look at
the bill.
Local Bar Association
President Derick
Sylvester confirmed to

THE NEW TODAY that
his body held an extra-
ordinary General
Meeting Tuesday
involving about 45 attor-
neys using the zoom
platform to discuss the
controversial bill.
According to Sylvester,
the lawyers were able
to express their views
on the issue at the
meeting and some of
them gave an undertak-
ing to send their con-
cerns via email to the
bar.
He said the GBA is
preparing a document
to send to Attorney
General and Minister of
Legal Affairs Senator
Claudette Joseph out-
l ining their concerns
about certain aspects of
the bill, especially the
Section that speaks to
the warrant of arrest.
“We think that is over
broad and it leaves
room for violations of
constitutional rights. It is
too broad – it should be
more restrictive
because depriving
someone of their prop-
erty or anyone of their
l iberty is extreme
because your personal
property includes your
personal medical
records – those things
are really confidential,”

he said.
“…We believe that if
you have to get a war-
rant to get those things,
it should be specifically
circumscribed and it
should be (done by)
persons specif ically
authorised to do so
upon receiving cogent
evidence and evidence
that should not be easi-
ly challenged.”
Sylvester pointed out
that this issue is very
important in light of the
fact that these applica-
tions are normally made
ex-parte and not sub-
jected to involvement by
both parties.
“Remember that when
you go to a Magistrate
to get a warrant it is
only one side that is
heard so you have to be

extremely careful about
as to abuse,” he said.
According to the GBA
President, his members
are also concerned
about the definition in
the bill about “autho-
rised persons” to do
certain things under the
act.
“We believe that … it
just leaves it open to
who an authorised per-
son (should) be – you
can delegate anyone to
be an authorised per-
son – it could be a
police officer, a civilian,
any person that you
choose,” he cautioned.
Sylvester expressed
concerns over the fact
that the act speaks to
regulations and that
there are no regulations

(Continue on page 6)
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Saboteurs at work!!!
An article which
appeared in last
week's edition of THE
NEW TODAY on the
problem being encoun-
tered by the Congress
government of Prime
Minister Dickon
Mitchell to take ful l
charge of the machin-
ery at the ministries
should be followed
closely.
Nine months following
the change of govern-
ment the operatives of
the defeated New
National Party (NNP)
are sti l l  running the
show and helping to
frustrate the process
as some of the minis-
ters are new and do
not fully understand
their role.
There is more than
credible evidence that
some public officers
who are aligned to the
NNP are deliberately

cherry picking the ser-
vice providers to gov-
ernment as regards
who should be given
priority for payment.
This ploy was used
very successfully by
the NNP when in oppo-
sition to the Congress
government of Prime
Minister Til lman
Thomas in the 2008-13
period. 
A senior government
Minister was made to
believe that the defeat-
ed NNP Leader was
being rejected within
weeks of regime
change by one of its
most senior surrogates
who wanted to solicit
information on what
was happening at the
governmental level.
The NNP Green

Machine was also at
work simultaneously
on another front as its
agents were using

those public officers
who were loyal to their
cause to pay out mil-
lions owed to contrac-
tors and other service
providers as priority, up
and above others who
were considered to be
not supportive of the
old regime. 
Fifteen years later the
same bag of tr icks
have resurfaced with
the defeated NNP
Leadership using its
operatives to fast track
payment to its support-
ers who are owed by
the Treasury. 
It is a clear case of a
leopard cannot change
its skin.
THE NEW TODAY is
call ing on each and
every Government
Minister to be alert and
take charge of the port-
folio given to them by
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell after the June
23, 2022 general elec-
tion. 
The Ministers have to
pay particular attention
to what is happening in
their respective
Ministries including the

Minister of Finance and
do not make the mis-
take of leaving every-
thing in the hands of
their Permanent
Secretaries as this can
be very fatal to their
efforts to remain in gov-
ernment for any
extended period of
time.
Two senior government
ministers - Dennis
Cornwall and Lennox
Andrew - have several
years of experience at
the Ministry of Finance
and should have what it
takes to offer sound
advice at the level of
the Cabinet of Ministers
on what to look out for
and how to deal with it.
The key advisor to the
government and Prime
Minister is Richard
Duncan who is a for-
mer head of the budget
Division in the Ministry
of Finance and one
with a good under-
standing of the system
in place and how it can
be manipulated. 
It is quite easy to
make periodic checks
to see the disburse-

ment of payments to
government service
providers and to imple-
ment a policy in which
these people are paid
within a one month to
three month period for
their goods and ser-
vices rendered to the
State. 
The ministers have to
be on top of things and
leave no room for these
NNP operatives to hide
claims in desks as part
of a strategy to make
the government look
inept and inefficient.
The NNP is at work
and the party has
enough of its support-
ers in key positions in
the public service to do
its bidding.
A saving grace for
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell and the NDC
government is that the
current Public Service
Commission (PSC) is
outside of the tentacles
of the NNP machine
and those public offi-
cers who might be
inclined to engage in
such behaviour can be
dealt with very quickly.

THE NEW TODAY
would also l ike to
address an issue that
has bearings on the
role of the Roman
Catholic Church in
Grenada, Carriacou
and Petite Martinique.
It is quite evident that
the church owns and
controls many build-
ings all over the island.
During last week's
Town Hall meeting at
the Westerhall
Secondary School, the
Prime Minister stated
on two occasions that
he had to make
approaches to the
Catholic Church for
permission to renovate
buildings under their
control for use by resi-
dents in their villages
as community centres.
It is quite obvious that
this situation exists in
many villages around
the country and the
church is not in a posi-
tion to renovate and
rebuild the many build-
ings in its possession. 
The church has been
given many buildings
and properties over the
years as gifts and sim-
ply cannot look after
many of them.
The time has come for
Bishop Clyde Harvey
and the Catholic flock
to give back something
to the people at the
local level as a kind
gesture for al l the
financial and other
forms of contributions

made to the upliftment
of the church over
many decades.
It could take the form
of a 50th anniversary
gift to the nation to
hand over to the gov-
ernment and people of
the Tri- island State
some if not all of those
buildings lying idle and
in a dilapidated State
for improvements and
then for use by the
people as community
centres, learning cen-
tres and places where
skills training can take
place for the develop-
ment of the country.
The government can
work with these com-
munities to put all such
buildings into produc-
tive and meaningful
use and not places for
delinquent elements to
engage in all sorts of
i l legal activit ies l ike
drug peddling and the
taking of drugs l ike
ganja and cocaine. 
The Church can use
this approach to
demonstrate that it too
is a serious stakeholder
in the drive to bring
about a much cleaner
and healthier environ-
ment through a system
involving government
and the private sector in
enhancing several
buildings under its con-
trol that have been
allowed to badly deteri-
orate over the years
and can be put to public
use.
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With all the new words,
expressions, abstract
words and initials con-
stantly changing, I am
challenged to under-
stand the news and
quite often end up won-
dering, "What on earth
do they mean? ' 

I heard the most
famous Cable News
channel attempt to
explain "Woke" and
wanted to tell them that
they did a really lousy
job. However they did at
the last show a clip of
De Santos saying
something like "Having
an awareness of the
needs and concerns of
minorities".
By the tone of voice

used by many -
expressing utter scorn,-
I was getting the
impression this was a
bad thing. For example
when Rihanna(from
Barbados) sang at the
intermission of the
Super Bowl I heard
"She is too Woke" and it
was Black History
month.

Americans wil l  not

“WOKE” - Good or Bad? 
It is significant to restore
polit ical power to the
people. It is the people
who are responsible for
strengthening democra-
cy, ensuring legislators
pass good governance
reforms to protect voting
rights, and ensuring polit-
ical power remains in the
hands of the people.
It is time to adopt new

standards to restore the
integrity of the govern-
ment in Grenada. The
only way we can change
this is through laws so
people can hold politi-
cians accountable. We
need to advance cam-
paign finance reform to
tackle the corruptive
influence of the dark.
Young people vote and

fully support democracy,
even if they think things
could be improved and
politics should become
more about the common
good and less about cor-
porate and elite interest.
We believe that politics
ought to be the pursuit of

the public or collective
good, but we do think
that it has strayed from
this ideal.
Research has shown

that 70% of young peo-
ple are cynical about pol-
itics and think politicians
are corrupt and that the
rich have too much influ-
ence in politics. 
The loss of trust in poli-

t ics and polit icians is
strongly linked to the per-
ception of politics as hav-
ing strayed from the pur-
suit of the public or
collective good into a
realm of self-promotion
or pursuit of material self-
interest.
Despite the cynicism,

young people continue to
dream of a better collec-
tive future. They would
like to see more direct
forms of democracy, a
better economy so peo-
ple can earn a living, and
improved and more hon-
est communication
between politicians and
people. We need to live

in a society that is more
considerate, tolerant and
solidaristic. 
The technological infra-

structure of surveillance
societies can be used to
manipulate and control
citizens, shaping their
mindset. This can have
detrimental effects on the
democratic process,
since citizens can easily
be manipulated, if not
blackmailed, based on
their internet activity for
example.
Technology is not al l

bad, of course, and it can
help make life more con-
venient. But we end up
trading privacy for conve-
nience, giving up person-
al data to private and
public bodies.

It seems to me as
though many politicians
from both parties are
more focused on repre-
senting the will of their
own chosen party as
opposed to the collective
will of their overall con-
stituencies. Elected offi-

It’s about the People
- not Politicians

cials put their polit ics
above the people they
serve, thus undermining
public trust in the institu-
tion of government and
the political process as a
whole.
It is my fervent hope and

prayer that in my com-
munity, as well as yours,
a new generation of
leaders dedicated to ser-
vice above self and a
commitment to serving
the public good above
any one political party
will rise up.
In the end, fostering this

scenario has become
one of my life’s greatest
passions as I believe
identifying and mentoring
a new generation of ser-
vant leaders is the best
thing each of us can do
to preserve the integrity
of the place we are
blessed to call home.
Political Eyewitness

admit that certain Police
off icers, not al l, are
deliberately murdering
young black men. For
possibly stealing cigars,
not proven, for speed-
ing, not proven, for hav-
ing a gun in a car, not
proven.
When people object,

they are called 'Woke".
High up politicians want
to keep slavery out of
U.S history books – it’s
too Woke.
Now, see it’s too hon-

est, they do not want to
look at truth and face up
to it and change what
could still be changed.
Are they saying being
Woke is a bad thing and
helping poor people is a
bad thing?
Well, I wil l  say I am

Woke on some things

and believe it can be
good. At least I will not
bury my head in the
sand. My one exception
is where people are
encouraged to disobey
God, where parents are
being told they must not
teach children the truth
of God's word. (That it’s
wrong to have two par-
ents of the same gen-
der).
You can allow that God

loves all people, but not
that continuing in sin is
right. Next they wil l
teach that adultery, mur-
der and stealing are ok
but they are sin, to be
repented of. Those are
the two sides I see of
"Woke' and I'm not too
happy about its use.           

Heather Sylvester
Views and opinions expressed in 

le�ers to the editor do not 
necessarily re�ect the editorial 
position of The New Today or its 

publisher. New Today further reserves 
the right to edit for brevity &

 presentation.
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   Dr. Valma Jessamy
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Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance
Dickon Mitchell has
launched a scathing
attack on those powerful
forces in North America
and Europe who are
pressuring banks from
Grenada and the rest of
the Eastern Caribbean to
conform to their rules or
face punishment.
The Prime Minister
made the remarks at a
government-organised
Town Hall meeting in
response to a complaint
made by a female partic-
ipant about the limited
opening hours to the
public by local commer-
cial banks and calls for
them to provide longer
hours to serve the pub-
lic.
PM Dickon Mitchell said
that external factors are
making it extremely diffi-

PM Dickon Mitchell addresses the issue of delinking

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell – not happy with the
pressure on banks in the region from outside forces

cult for banks to operate
and provide services to
the island, including
locals who want to open
a bank account.
He accused these local
financial institutions of
being “over zealot” in
their desire “to comply
with rules that are
imposed on us by
Americans and
Europeans when it
comes to our banking
sector.”
“That’s the truth,” he

said.
According to PM Dickon
Mitchell, all of these hin-
drances such as compli-
ance and the over-com-
pliance, as well as
requirement to provide
ID’s, and reference let-
ters to approach a bank
to do business are “rules
that are imposed upon
us by organisations in

North America and
Europe.”
He said these powerful
forces are claiming that
they “are trying to pre-
vent money-laundering,
anti-terrorism financing
among other things.”
He noted that in North
America including
Canada a person can
open a bank account
within a matter of five
minutes.
“That’s the challenge we
face and I make no apol-
ogy for it – a lot of the
time these rules are
under-pinned by a clear
North-South divide and
the bulk of the people
who l ive in the South
look l ike me and you
(Black) and the bulk of
the people who live in
the North they don’t look
like us.”
“So that is part of the

challenge – this is the
situation in every OECS
territory (and) in most
Caribbean islands. They
have deliberately tried to
brand us as high risk
financial destinations
and make it very difficult
for our own people to (do
business in the) bank.”
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell pointed out that
there are signif icant
numbers of people in the
region who do not have
a bank account because
these financial institu-
t ions have made it
impossible for them to
open one.
He cited the case of
fishermen who are easily
locked out of the banking
sector.
He said: “So if you are a
fisherman in Gouyave
and you l ive in your
mother’s home and you
go out to fish and you
come back, they want
proof of where you live.
Well, it’s your mother’s
house so the water bill,
electricity bill is in her
name so what proof
would you have?”
“And what that means is
that it leaves you out of
the banking system so
you just spend the
money, you have no sav-
ings, you have no credit
history, you can’t get a
loan, you can’t get a
mortgage,” he added.
The Grenadian leader
indicated that the citi-
zens of the Caribbean
need to understand
these things and be pre-
pared “to support our
governments” in the
struggle against these
outside forces.
“Our universities must
be prepared to talk about
these things because
banks face what we call
de-risking.”
“Most transactions are
carried out in US dollars
which means that you
must have a relationship
with a US bank in order
to send and receive for-

eign monies and they
are threatening to not
allow our banks to have
relations with foreign US
banks.”
“And if that happens it
basically means that you
are locked out of the
international financial
system. So those are
issues that we face
which sometimes threat-
en our actual livelihood –
sometimes you don’t
understand why you are
being put through – it’s
kind of dominance that
unfortunately we have to
put up with from the
Europeans and the
Americans in the name
of all kinds of stuff.”
“There is more terrorism
financing, more money
laundering, more drug
running in those places
than in any other place
in the world – that’s the
truth.”
According to PM Dickon
Mitchell, Grenadians
need to understand the
problem but also be pre-
pared to stand up and
fight, as a negative effect
is that pressure is being
put on nationals in the
diaspora to send bank
remittances at home.
He said the issue has
taken on the effect of
making an individual
“feel like a criminal at
times when you go to the
banks” as all kinds of
rules are “imposed upon
us.”
This, he added, is the
reality of the situation
facing the banks that are
indigenous or regionally
owned.
“We have to understand
that, we have to talk
about those things, we
have to push back. We
have to use our lobbying
power in Washington
and New York and so on
so that people under-
stand that we are at risk
because of all of these
rules that are imposed
upon us from outside of
the region.”

* From page 3
in the document that go
together with the act.
The senior lawyer also
called on the legislators
to provide a much
clearer definit ion for
data protection in the
bill.
“We believe that it
should be more expan-
sive,” he quipped.
The GBA boss also
suggested to the gov-
ernment that the
Attorney General’s
office should circulate
draft bi l ls to the Bar
Association for com-
ment as was done in
the past.
“We are really here to
help. We are not here
to thwart anything but
we are here to help and
give our valid feedback.
They don’t have to

accept what we say but
just get our feedback
because they may very
well find that what we
are saying is valid,” he
said.
According to Sylvester
the controversial bi l l
was never sent to the
bar and that he first got
a glimpse of it from a
local reporter which
prompted him to reach
out to Attorney General
Sen. Joseph.

THE NEW TODAY
understands that the
dossier being prepared
by GBA to send to the
government wil l also
include the comments
made on the bill by the
island’s foremost con-
stitutional expert Dr.
Francis Alexis in a
weekend media pro-
gramme.

Data Protection Bill
attacked as “a censorship

law in disguise” 
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Gangsterism has existed
since time memorial, but
with different names label-
ing it. They have been
known as the horde, tribe,
gang, tong, triad, secret
society etc.  The gathering
of a group of individuals for
a singular purpose, to sur-
vive and hopefully prosper,
often by criminal means.
On this planet there are

tens of thousands of crimi-
nal gangs, many of which
have realised that it is bet-
ter to work with "Big
Brother-The Man" than
against existing power
elites. You know "if you
can't beat them join them".
There is much to achieve
working with those who
manage society and exist-
ing political structures.
(1). Protection from Police
and Justice Departments.
(2). Acquiring intelligence
that will protect the group,
offered by those who
employ them.
(3). Making revenue seem-
ingly in a legal manner.

Governmental /Pol i t ical
funds from employers.
(4). Elite Structure wil l
often not bring about legis-
lation that would damage
or threaten the group.
(5). Police Agencies often
work with or ignore gangs’
activities.
Brazil: The administration
of former President Jair
Bolsonaro employed mem-
bers of The First Capital
Command (PCC) to attack,
disrupt and threaten their
Socialist Counterpart.
While the PCC and Red
Command carried out all
forms of criminal activities,
the preservation of
Bolsonaro's Administration
remained central in their
efforts.
Mexico: The Criminal
world was once ruled by a
handful of organisations,
evolving  into  a situation
where over 200 gangs rule
Mexico's underworld.
Many of these "cartels"
influence, bribe and work

with various city, state or
federal governmental
agencies and individuals in
the pursuit of funds and
power.
Italy: The Camorra has
existed in Italy before Italy
existed as a united nation.
With 7-10,000 members it
still runs many aspects of
Italy's criminal world. The
control of public officials in
Italy has become an art-
form for the Camorra,
while still being assaulted
by police.
Camorra members have

been known to work for
and with corrupt political
officials in the past. Even
the Dictator Mussolini
feared this organisation's
reach.
America and Canada:
Various International
organisations do business
in North America. The
International Wing of The
Hell's Angels continues to
grow their various crime
operations, all the while
bribing, manipulating pub-
lic officials and the police.

Gangsterism has become an arm of the powerful
Worldwide membership
stands at @35,000.
This organisation also has

connections with il legal
militia groups throughout
America, raising funds
through criminal pur-
suits...drugs, weapons,
human trafficking, prostitu-
tion and money laundering.
Various other biker gangs
continue to grow regional-
ly.
India: D Company centers
its activities with heroin
and opium trafficking, kid-
nappings, fraud - extortion
and political assassination
for hire. This organisation
ruled by a Muslim, Dawood
Ibrahim has direct ties to Al
Qaeda in Pakistan and
India...furthering Muslim
Extremist goals within the
region. Direct t ies to
Muslim Political Parties
remain strong, as the
group acts as a strong arm
of these movements.
El Salvador and the
World: MS-13 is and will
remain the world’s most
frightening organized crime

syndicate, known for its
vicious violent nature. Did
you know MS-13 is El
Salvador's largest employ-
er.

MS-13 has a modus
operandi... research poten-
tial marketplace - send El
Salvadoran Immigrants to
that region - establish who
criminal competitors are -
make all iances with or
manipulate, bribe or kill off
competition.
MS-13 will never accept

being secondary. Total
control of the marketplace,
police and public officials
will be their prime effort.
Japan: The Yakuza's
membership is @ 39,000.
This organisation encom-
passes a huge sector of
illegal and legal operations
making it difficult for the
justice department to fight
its operations. Being a
Yakuza is being a member
of the family (l ike the
Camorra), so this organi-
sation spreads throughout
each member's family for
generations.
One of the only ways jus-

tice officials can fight the
Yakuza is by investigating
and pursuing public and
police elites that are
manipulated, bribed or are
members of this organisa-
tion. In the past entire
regional administrations
have fallen to these inves-
tigations, showing just how
powerful the Yakuza's
reach is.
The wealthier and criminal

organisation (Gang)
becomes, the closer it
becomes to the power
elites of its time. After all,
such gangs accumulate
massive wealth, and in the
process of making this
money legal (washed
clean), many politicians
and their bureaucracy
come in contact with the
criminal element.
Buying public land, estab-

lishing businesses are all
tags that lure public offi-
cials to these gangs with-
out knowing who they real-
ly are. An example of this
is Toronto's Chinatown,
where @10% of the land,
buildings and warehousing
is owned or controlled by

the criminal element,
bought with clean drug
money in the 1980-90's.
The opioid revolution has

created Canadian and
American Domestic
Cartels, importing Asian
drugs or preparing them in
their region. Gangsters
developing new forms of
death for distribution to the
unwise and addicted.
Illicit services like prostitu-

t ion, narcotics, slavery
(trafficking) gambling will
continue to create a work-
ing field for gangsterism,
no matter the nation, race,
sex or politics involved.

The spread of
Gangsterism can find its
root within each of our
societies, within each of
our communities too. Want
to be rich? There is an ille-
gal opportunity for you to
pursue that dream. The
only real equality many of
us can find is within the
world of crime, where
opportunity is numerous
and addictive.

Steven Kaszab
Bradford, Ontario
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The Congress govern-
ment in the Botanical
Gardens is hopeful of
having new legislation in
place to cover an
increase in the Minimum
wage for low income
earners by January
2024.
This was disclosed by
Minster of Labour,
Senator Claudette
Joseph who is also the
island’s Attorney
General and Minister of

Legal Affairs, at a gov-
e r nmen t - sponso red
Town Hall meeting in
Westerhall, St George.
Sen. Joseph told a
packed hall comprised
mainly of supporters of
the ruling National
Democratic Congress
(NDC) that a series of
consultations has just
started to address the
issue which was high-
lighted in the 2023 bud-
get that was delivered in

December by Prime
Minister Dickon Mitchell.
The last time the mini-
mum wage in Grenada
was increased was in
2011 under a previous
Congress government
headed by then Prime
Minister Til lman
Thomas.
According to Sen.
Joseph, the average
minimum wage on the
island is about $750.00
a month and the new

government has decided
“to pay attention to this
matter” as it is consid-
ered to be below the
poverty line.
She said the govern-
ment knows that some
persons in the country
earn between $625.00
to as much as $1000.00
but that still leave them
“struggling quite a lot” to
live a decent standard of
life.
She stated that the

New minimum wage legislation by January

Sen. Claudette Joseph – Minister of Legal Affairs
and Labour and Attorney General

Congress administration
believes that adjusting
the minimum wage will
assist greatly “in creat-
ing greater equity
among our people and
more opportunities for
prosperity.”
A Minimum Wage

Advisory Council was
established on
September 1 by govern-
ment and has been
working over the months
to try and bring about an
improvement in the
salaries paid to low
income earners in the
country.
Sen. Joseph disclosed
that this body is now at
the stage where public
consultations have com-
menced with the f irst
such session involving
the Grenada Chamber
of Industry and
Commerce (GCIC) and
the Grenada Employers
Federation (GEF).
She said that consulta-
tions will continue during
the rest of the month
with the hope that all
stakeholders wil l  get
involved at this stage of
the process.
“We will be engaging
not just employers but

government employees,
workers in all the various
sectors,” she told the
gathering.
“We are looking to
expand the different cat-
egories that are covered
by the Minimum Wages
to include the creative
industry – for example
people working in the
ICT and Technology sec-
tor, media workers and
any other groups that
may come forward dur-
ing the consultations.
The senior government

minister pointed out that
after the consultations
are held government
“will go back and do the
revamp and make a pre-
sentation to the Cabinet
which we hope will be
accepted and passed
into law.”
Sen. Joseph is hopeful
that by January 2024
“we would have new
minimum wages for all of
the categories of work-
ers and more covered by
the Minimum Wages
Order.”
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* From front page
Everybody that hearing
the story say that ain’t
make no sense. A lot of
people are talking and
they’re saying that isn't
sounding right.”
“The guy is very

sketchy. Up to now the
guy hasn't really come
and say nothing to us.
The day when the body
was found, the man
walked straight – he
peeped at the body then
he go on the phone and
all ah hear he saying is
that they find him, they
find his body on the
rocks in La Tante.
“Just as how he make
the walk come across,
he made a 360 on the
phone and he went his
way. Everybody is ask-
ing about him and for
him and he (is) just now
showing up. On top of
that I am not seeing any
remorse on the man’s
face or nothing.”
A brief statement put
out by RGPF on the inci-
dent said: “Police are
investigating the death
of David Forte 46 years
old, painter, of Grand
Bacolet, St. Andrew. Mr
Forte and another man
reportedly left to go fish-
ing at La Tante Bay on
Sunday 19th March
2023.
Mr Forte was said to
have separated from his
companion and had not
returned. A subsequent
search for him proved
futile.
The body of Mr David
Forte was discovered by
a search party, between
the rocks, in the shallow
waters of the La Tante
Bay, around 9:30 a,m,
today Monday 20th

March 2023. He was
then pronounced dead.
A postmortem wil l  be
conducted to determine
the cause of death.
THE NEW TODAY
understands that a local
Pathologist did conduct
the post-mortem while
the family members are
exploring the possibility
of getting another one
done.
In the other incident,
police are focused on
the northwestern com-
munity of Gun Battle fol-
lowing the fatal shooting
of a young man just
before 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday.
Dead is 30-year-old
Johnathan Richards also
known as "Not Nice,"
who resided at River
Lane Gouyave, St. John
at the time of the inci-
dent.
The 30-year-old was
reportedly shot at least
six (6) times while hang-
ing out in the popular
Gun Battle area.
Information is sketchy
but speculation is rife
that the execution-style
shooting may have been
drug-related and that a
Vincentian national may
be responsible for
Richards’ death.
Sources say the

assailant emerged from
the seafront dressed in
all black.
Richards was no

stranger to the law as he
was arrested in June
2019, along with a
Vincentian identified as
Cornelius Hackshire, in
connection with a rob-
bery incident at D. A
Munroe and Sons
Sunshine Snacks store,
located on Grenvil le
Street, St. George.

Richards was also
arrested by police in
April 2021 and slapped
with two (2) counts of
Attempt to Commit Non-
Capital Murder,
Possession of a Firearm
and ammunition follow-
ing an incident along the
northwestern side of the
country, which resulted
in an 11-year-old child
receiving a gunshot
wound to his arm.
Prime Minister and
Minister for National
Security Dickon Mitchell
referred to the Gun
Battle execution as he
raised concerns over the
growing trend of external
influences on gun-relat-
ed crimes in Grenada
and other Eastern
Caribbean countries dur-
ing Wednesday’s open-
ing of the Regional
Security Systems (RRS)
Council of Ministers at
the Radisson hotel.
The Prime Minister said
“Last night we suffered
gun-related homicide
with at least six shots
fired…preliminary indi-
cations suggest that this
was an execution-styled
hit and that the perpetra-
tor may not have origi-
nated from Grenada.”
“So, I am highlighting
the challenge that we
face regionally with gun-
related criminal activi-
ty...while we are sitting
here meeting the crimi-
nals are also oftentimes
taking a regional
approach to their crimi-
nal activity,” PM Mitchell
told the meeting, which
was attended by various
security experts and law
enforcement off icials
across the Caribbean
region.

FATAL SHOOTING IN GOUYAVE
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A former Permanent
Secretary in Grenada
has suggested that sev-
eral options are open to
the new Congress gov-
ernment of Prime
Minister Dickon Mitchell
to tackle allegations that
some public off icers
loyal to the former New
National Party (NNP)
regime of defeated
Prime Minister Dr. Keith
Mitchell are showing
favouritism to persons
linked to the past
administration in paying
claims to service
providers.
“That is a very simple

matter to deal with –
very simple,” he told
THE NEW TODAY in an
exclusive interview on
Tuesday.
The retired former top

civil servant said the
affected government
ministers should bring
this matter to the atten-
tion of the Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry
of Finance who then
has to instruct the
Accountant General to
make these payments.
“That is what I used to

do when I was there,”
he said, adding that “if
you don’t bring it to his
attention he would claim
ignorance.”
“Once they bring it to

his attention – not the
Accountant General –
but the PS Finance
attention and he in turn
has to instruct the
Accountant General to
make these payments
and once he does that
then the payments will

be made in a hurry or
outside of that they will
continue to sabotage,”
he said.
The ex-PS in Finance

went on to say: “If he
(PS Finance) fails to
ensure that these peo-
ple are paid then they
(NDC Government)
need to get rid of him
because he is part of
the sabotage. Give him
his walking papers and
you will be justified in
doing so.”
“This thing has been

going on for a while and
a lot of the problems lie
in the Accountant
General’s office. That is
why the PS has to
instruct the Accountant
General. I remember
(name of the
Accountant General
withheld) used to have
people’s cheques print-
ed, ready to deliver and
he would just hold them
in a draw in his office
and when these people
calling for their monies
the man laughing out
loud, loud – “oh, they
calling and asking for
money, look the cheque
right here, they’re not
getting it. That used to
happen. So this is a
matter for the PS,” he
said.
THE NEW TODAY has

received reports of
some private sector
businesses whose own-
ers are considered as
supporters of Congress
not being paid for as
much as six months for
goods supplied to the
State while contractors

Government delays in paying
suppliers of goods and services

PS Finance Mike Sylvester – is a key player in
ensuring that service providers are paid

linked to the defeated
NNP government are
boasting of getting all
their monies in short
order.
Information has sur-

faced that a senior fig-
ure in the Ministry of
Finance has not been
able to obtain a laptop
computer to do govern-
ment work as the pri-
vate supplier is refusing
to hand over the device
due to thousands of
dollars in unpaid claims
lying in the Treasury.
According to the ex-

PS, the Ministry of
Finance can develop its
system in effecting pay-
ment to service

providers in order to
make sure that all
claims are paid out in a
2 to 3 month period
depending on the cash
flow in the Treasury.

He said the PS
Finance will know what
exactly is the situation
with the state of
Government Finances
and be able to deter-
mine “whether we can
honour these claims in
a month, two months,
three months maxi-
mum.”
“You can’t have people

supplying (and not pay-
ing them) because a lot
of these suppliers, they
also have creditors who

they have to pay,” he
told THE NEW TODAY.
“So, if you as govern-

ment are not going to
pay them then you are
putting them and their
business in jeopardy as
well, so it has a kind of
cascading effect,” he
said.
The ex-PS called on

the Congress govern-
ment to put in place
strict guidelines to the
Ministry of Finance as
regards the timeframe
for paying all claims
submitted to the gov-
ernment for payment by
providers of goods and
services.

In a meeting of the
Cocoa Board held on
Thursday March 16th
2023, a decision was
taken to increase the
buying price of dry
cocoa from $4.00 to
$4.25 or wet cocoa from
$l.60 to $l.75. 
Additionally, there will

be a one-off financial
incentive to all Cocoa
Farmers who delivered
cocoa during the period
of 2022.
The program would
take effect Apri l  15t
2023 and will remain in
effect until September
30th 2023. 
All disbursements will

be made at cocoa deliv-
ery buying points island
wide, during buying
days.

This move by the
Grenada Cocoa
Association (GCA) is
part of a wider strategic

plan to boost cocoa pro-
duction.
The other components
of GCA's plan include:
1. Partnering with
Govermnent to provide
fann labor support.
2. Expansion of exten-
sion services.
3. Establishment of a
model Cocoa Farm in
Grand Bras Estate
4. Provision of free
inputs under the
Fairtrade program.
The GCA wishes to
thank all Cocoa
Farmers, the
Govermnent, and other
Stakeholders for partici-
pating in this production
initiative and hope that
it brings great benefits
to all involved.

Increase in Coca
buying price
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The Public Service
Commission (PSC) in
Grenada has started an
investigation into alle-
gations that a female
civil servant who is sus-
pected to be aligned to
the defeated New
National Party (NNP) in
the June 23, 2022 gen-
eral election was the
person behind a leaked
confidential document
from her workplace.
Informed sources told

THE NEW TODAY that
the probe started
Monday during the
weekly sitt ing of the
commission that is
headed by female attor-
ney-at-law Debra St
Bernard.
It came weeks after the
Financial Intelligence
Unit (FIU) was asked
by the government to
investigate the leak
which included an inter-
view with the suspect.
These PSC sessions
are always held behind
closed doors with the
Public Officer having
the right to show up for
the hearing in the com-
pany of a lawyer. In the
past Public Officers
were required to sign
an Oath of
Confidentility.
There are reports that
newly re-elected Public
Relations Officer (PRO)
of the Public Workers
Union (PWU) Daisy

Hazzard showed up at
the PSC office to give
support to the embat-
tled female public offi-
cer who lives on the
West coast of the
island.
Speculation is rife that a
female acting Permanent
Secretary under the for-
mer NNP administration
was also implicated in
the leaked document
which was the $5000.00
a month contract award-
ed to the former Minister
of Sports, Patrick
Simmons.
The female public offi-
cer was apparently
caught in a sting opera-
tion that was mounted
to find the person who
was leaking information
from the ministry to a
radio personality linked
to the NNP party of
defeated Prime Minister
Dr. Keith Mitchell.
The female public offi-
cer is being accused of
taking a snapshot of
the contract with her
cell phone and then
giving it to the acting
Permanent Secretary
who then handed it
over to a former female
government minister in
the NNP regime who
then passed it onto the
NNP radio personality.
Within minutes of the
information reaching
the public domain, the
Permanent Secretary in

the Ministry of Youth
and Sports Alva Brown
requested the help of
the FIU to find out the
culprit.

THE NEW TODAY
understands that the
FIU was able to retrieve
information from an
Iphone belonging to the
female public officer
that allegedly linked her
to the leaked docu-
ment.
One high-level public
officer described the
leaked document as
“only the tip of the ice-
berg” in the passing of
information from public
off icers with the ex-
Prime Minister being
the recipient of “a ball
by ball coverage of the
internal happenings” in
the Congress govern-
ment.
The suspect is said to
have many complaints
in her personal file at
PSC but no serious
action was ever
allegedly taken against
her over the years due
to her known affiliation
to Mitchell’s NNP.
Grenada has become
a very politically divided
island with half of the
country supporting the
NNP and the other half
associated with the
National Democratic
Congress (NDC) of
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell.

PSC begins hearing
into leak document
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Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell has announced
that the government of
China has agreed to
offer financial assistance
to help in rebuilding a
small community centre
at Belleisle in his St
David constituency.
Addressing a Town Hall
meeting at the
Westerhall Secondary
School (WSS) in St
David last Wednesday
night, the Prime Minister
noted that during the
campaign for the June
23, 2022 general elec-
tion he was informed
that residents at
Belleisle wanted help in
re-opening the commu-
nity centre that was
damaged by the pas-
sage of Hurricane Ivan
in 2004.
He said the building is
owned by the Roman
Catholic Church but is in
need of significant infra-
structure work.
He stated that as soon
as he became the
Member of Parliament
for the constituency after
the election “we wrote
and asked the Catholic
Church for permission to
renovate the building.”
According to PM Dickon
Mitchell, the Catholic
Church which is headed
by Bishop Clyde Harvey
granted the permission
but there was no alloca-
tion in the 2023 budget
to finance the project.
“We approached the

People’s Republic of
China and the
Ambassador gratefully
agreed to help us get
funding to repair the
building. The building is
under renovation as we
speak,” he said.
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell indicated that
the contractor on the
project is from St David
and was given instruc-
tions to hire people from
Belleisle to do the reno-
vation work.
In addition, he informed
the contractor that sev-
eral other community
centres on the island
have not been repaired
since Ivan in 2004
including Berrotte in
Perdmontemps in the
constituency.
He told the contractor
that he wanted $20,
000.00 to be taken off
the cost of the work at
the Belleisle community
centre project to be put
at the disposal of the
people of Berrotte for
their community centre
and the request was
granted.
PM Dickon Mitchell dis-
closed that two accounts
were open at the local
firms of L.A Purcell and
L.L Ramdhanny for the
residents of Berrotte to
obtain material for the
project and they have
now started to refurbish
their own community
centre with their free
labour on weekends.
He spoke of writing to
the state-controlled
Gravel & Concrete cor-
poration to provide some

China to assist with Belleisle Community Centre

support for the people of
Berrotte on their com-
munity project.
He also approached the
Chinese developers of
the project at Levera,
Singapore Heng Sheng
(Grenada) Development
and they have agreed to
provide funding to
ensure that the work on
the community project at
Berrotte can continue.
The Prime Minister also
commented on a
Community Centre at
Morne Delice that resi-
dents have not had
access to since Ivan in
2004 because it is occu-
pied by a church.
“I have no problem with
the church using the
community centre but
one entity cannot take
over a community centre
and exclude other mem-
bers of the community
from using the communi-
ty centre,” he said.

According to PM
Dickon, his team has
also received the esti-
mates from the residents
of Morne Delice and Old
Westerhall to renovate
their community centre.

“We have also
approached another
entity to see whether
they will fund (the pro-
ject) – we believe we
would get the funding
and we would also get
the people of Morne
Delice involved in
rebuilding and repairing
their community centre,”
he said.
The Prime Minister also
addressed an old school
in Vincennes in his con-
stituency that belongs to
the Catholic Church.
He said he intends to
write to the Catholic
Bishop “to ask for per-
mission to renovate the
Vincennes old school
into a community centre
for the people of
Vincennes as well.”
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell told the gather-
ing at the Town Hall
meeting that the inten-
tion of his Congress
administration for 2023
is to renovate, repair or
rebuild 4 community
centres in St David that

have been out of use for
the past 18 years and
depriving residents of a
learning place, a place
to socialise, as well as to
have town hall meetings.
He also addressed the
lack of running water
and toi let facil i t ies in
several homes around
the island.
He lamented the fact
that too many
Grenadians do not have
access to inside running
water, inside bathroom,
plumbing, and toi lets
and said that this situa-
tion “is not a joke.”
According to PM Dickon
Mitchell, the problem is
very severe in the St
George North-west con-
stituency in which former
Prime Minister Dr. Keith
Mitchell has been the
elected Member of
Parliament for the past

39 years, as well as St
George North-east and
“significant parts” of St
Andrew which is the
largest parish on the

island.
He also said that within
a month of coming into
office and becoming the
MP for St David, he had

167 applications from
people in the constituen-
cy asking for help with
bathrooms and toilets.
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The Community Centre at Belleisle in St David is undergoing a major
transformation after it was badly damaged by Hurricane Ivan in 2004

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell
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“I am not saying that you
should not associate
yourself with members of

the National Democratic
Congress but you must
show respect for the

party to which you
belong...so, sister, just
step out, and let some-

one who wants to repre-
sent the people of the St.
Andrew North West con-

NNP Activist calls for 3-times MP Delma Thomas to resign

NNP Activist Andre Donald - wants to see bi-elec-
tions in the NNP St. Andrew North West strong-
hold

3-times Member of Parliament for St. Andrew North
West Delma Thomas faces another blistering attack 

stituency (to) get that
opportunity.”
That was part of the
scathing attack leveled
at the 3-times Member of
Parl iament for St.
Andrew North-west
Delma Thomas, who had
been the subject of wide-
spread scrutiny, mostly
by NNP members, over
her decision to co-oper-
ate with members of the
ruling National
Democratic Congress
(NDC) government of
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell.
Donald expressed his
indignation with MP
Thomas on the heels of
last week Tuesday’s sit-
t ing of the House of
Representatives, which
saw members on the
Opposition side strongly
opposing the passage of
the controversial Data
Protection Bill.
The longstanding NNP
activist raised alarms
over Thomas’ absence
at the parliamentary sit-
ting, citing it as a disre-
spect to the party that
she did not inform her
Opposition colleagues
that she would not be
attending.
“Everyone except the
Executive members of
the National Democratic
Congress thought she
was going to come
(attend the parliamentary
sitting),” said Donald,
who spoke of being well-
informed that “they
(those on the govern-
ment side of the House)
knew she was not going
to come.”
“How (do) I know that?
Check me, I got the
facts,” he told listeners,
adding that “based on
information received
there was no excuse
read out for her (MP
Thomas) in Parliament
on Tuesday.”
Donald called for the
resignation of the long-
standing female MP to
allow for bi-elections to
be held among the peo-
ple in the St. Andrew
North West constituency.
Thomas is one of six (6)
re-elected MP’s under
the Keith Mitchell- led
New National Party
(NNP) regime, which
suffered a 9-6 defeat at
the June 2022 election
poll, after two consecu-
tive clean sweep victo-

ries in the 2013 and
2018 general elections.
“I am speaking to you
ma'am, If you don’t want
to be a part of the Keith
Mitchell led-party, ………
.....resign, and let there
be a bi-elections.
Nothing is stopping you
from running as an inde-
pendent but you must
not, you must not contin-
ue to play jack on both
sides...” Donald charged.
When contacted by THE

NEW TODAY on
Monday for clarity on the
issue, MP Thomas
affirmed that she did
inform the political leader
along with other mem-
bers of the main
Opposition party of her
absence at last
Tuesday’s parliamentary
sitting.

The opposit ion
Parliamentarian did not
wish to comment further
on Donald’s arguments
and used the opportunity
to pledge her full com-
mitment to the people of
St. Andrew North West.

Speaker of the House of
Representatives Leo
Cato has also confirmed
that MP Thomas did sub-
mit an excuse for her
absence from the sitting.
Relations are said to be
rather cold between
Thomas and former
Prime Minister Dr. Keith
Mitchell fol lowing the
NNP’s loss at the polls.
After advocating for
polit ical unity in the
country during his long
tenure in off ice, Dr.
Mitchell expressed con-
cern with MP Thomas'
decision to accompany
her rival in Congress,
Gloria Thomas on visits
throughout the con-
stituency.
The NNP is believed to
be affected by division
within its ranks as a sec-
tion of the party has
been giving support to
the notion that the 76-
year old ageing ex-Prime
Minister should exit and
for a much younger per-
son to emerge as the
new leader of the party.
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Grenada’s nine-month
old administration of
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell has rolled out a
new programme called
“Nation Builders” to
improve the life of per-
sons at the community
level by giving them
access to running water
and sanitation at their
homes.
Advisor to the Ministry
of Planning, and
Economic Development
with responsibility for
ICT and the Creative
Economy, Orlando
Romain gave details of
the init iative last
Wednesday night at a
Town Hall meeting held
at the Westerhall
Secondary School in St
David.
Romain said that a pilot
project called Water
Access and Sanitation in
Homes (WASH) which is
the brainchild of PM
Dickon Mitchell has
been identified to start
Nation Builders in the
small village of Belleisle
where 23 homes are in
need of running water
and inside toilets.
“We believe that access
to water and sanitation
is a basic human right,”
he told the gathering
that included govern-
ment ministers and
senior public offices.
According to Romain,
one will be surprised “to

Nation Builders is rolled out

know of the amount of
households in Grenada
that do not have access
to proper running water
and sanitation facilities
and so we want to
ensure that we alleviate
that problem.”
“We are not going to do
it by ourselves. We are
reaching out to you the
citizens to collaborate
with us to achieve that
goal through Nation
Builders,” he said.

Romain announced that
the WASH initiative has
already received a com-
mitment from a local
business firm to provide
200 toi lets and face
basins to start the pro-
ject in Belleisle with the
23 homes that have
already been identified.
“We now need the sup-
port of the private sec-
tor, our cit izens to
acquire a few more
things – installation

material such as PVC
pipes, cement and other
plumbing devices like
plumbing material.”
“We need to tap into the
expertise of our
plumbers to volunteer
their time and services
to install these toilets
and face basins in the
homes.”
“We would also need
cash contributions for
the installation of these
water access and sani-
tation devices from
NAWASA.”
Romain announced that
a website for the new
programme wil l  be
launched “in the coming
days where you can see
how you can get
involved in these pro-
grammes by signing up
and becoming a “Nation
Builder.”
He said that “Nation
Builders” seeks to give
access to running water
and basic sanitation for
all households in
Grenada by 2027 and is
just one of several initia-
tives that will be rolled
out by the government
in various communities
in the coming months.
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell also addressed
the WASH initiative and
identified the firm of L.L
Ramdhanny & Company
as the local private sec-
tor company that was
approached to assist

with supplying the toilet
sets for the villagers in
Belleisle at cost price.
He said he expects the
toilets and face basins
to arrive on the island by
the end of March.
The Grenadian leader
indicated that the inten-
tion of the WASH pro-
gramme “is to say to
these 23 households we
are prepared to help you
get basic water and san-
itation but you have to
be prepared to help
yourself and to help your
community.”
‘So for each of those
households that have
abled bodied men and
women we expect that
you will supply your able
body and agree that
when we start with your
house you have to

agree to start with the
second house, third
house, fourth, fifth, and
sixth house until we get
to the 23 homes,” he
said.
“We ain’t leaving

Belleisle until all of the
persons who need
access to basic water
and sanitation have
received it,” he added.
The Prime Minister
stressed that the WASH
programme wil l  then
move into four small vil-
lages in his St David
constituency – Berrotte,
Old Westerhall, Morne
Delice and Vincennes.
He urged persons with
skills and those who can
lend a helping hand to
come forward to assist
in the effort to provide
running water and sani-

tation to these villages
that are in need of help
as part of the Nation
Builders programme.
Romain also told the
gathering at the Town
Hall meeting that the
hope of the Congress
administration is to
attract Grenadians living
in the Diaspora to
recommit to assisting in
nation building.
He said the NDC

realised after its victory
at the polls on June 23,
2022 that the energy
level of the people “were
extremely high and they
wanted to do things to
push nation building”
and they were “eager to
get involved in nation
building and to play their
part in the process.”
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(Continue on pg 18)

A view of the small community of Belleisle in St David

Orlando Romain – considered as a key player
around the Dickon Mitchell-led Congress gov-
ernment
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Pressure is mounting on the ruling National
Democratic Congress (NDC) government of Prime
Minister Dickon Mitchell not to proceed with the
passage into law of a controversial Data
Protection Bill until consultation is held with a
number of stakeholder groups in the country.
The Grenada Bar Association (GBA) held an

emergency meeting on Tuesday in which an esti-
mated 43 local attorneys-at-law expressed their
concerns about the bill which has already been
debated in the Lower House of Parliament that is
controlled by Congress.
The Bar is contending that it was not afforded the

opportunity by government to comment on the Bill
before it was introduced in the Parliament.
GBA is said to be putting together a position

paper to send to Attorney-General Senator
Claudette Joseph outlining several objections in
the bill.
Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell has given assur-

ances that he is prepared to revisit the bill and
make amendments based on reservations made
by stakeholders.
The bill is part of a regional initiative involving

member states such as Grenada, St. Lucia, St
Vincent & The Grenadines, Dominica, Antigua &
Barbados, and St Kitts & Nevis.
As a public service, THE NEW TODAY has decid-

ed to serialise the bill that had been left dormant
for several years by the former New National Party
(NNP) administration of former Prime Minister Dr.
Keith Mitchell during its 2013-22 period in office. 

THE CONTROVERSIAL DATA PROTECTION BILL

A      
      

 
Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell – is bent on going
forward with the legislation

DATA PROTECTION
BILL, 2023 
GRENADA 

ACT NO. OF 2023 
AN ACT to promote the
protection of personal
data processed by public
and private bodies, to
provide for the establish-
ment of the Information
Commission and for relat-
ed matters. 
BE IT ENACTED by the
King’s Most Excellent
Majesty by and with the
advice  and consent of
the Senate and the

House of Representatives
and by the authority  of
the same as follows— 

PART I 
PRELIMINARY  

Short title and com-
mencement
1. (1) This Act may be
cited as the   
DATA PROTECTION

ACT, 2023. 
(2) This Act shall come
into operation on a day to
be appointed by the

Minister  by Order in the
Gazette, and the Minister
may appoint different
dates for different  provi-
sions of this Act. 
Interpretation  
2. In this Act—
“alternative format”
means, with respect to
personal data, a format
that  allows a person with
a sensory disabil i ty to
read or listen to the per-
sonal  data;  
“authorised officer”

means an officer under
section 44 who has been
authorised in writing for
the purposes of Part VI; 
“Chief Executive
Officer” means the offi-
cer for the time being
exercising the highest
level of administrative
functions within a public
body or private body;  
“commercial transac-
tions” means any trans-
action of a commercial
nature, whether contrac-
tual or not, which includes
any matters relating  to

the supply or exchange of
goods or services,
agency, investments,
financing, banking and
insurance;
“Commission” or
“Information Commission”

means the Information
Commission established
under section 24; 
“data” means any
record, document, corre-
spondence, memoran-
dum,  book, plan, map,

drawing, pictorial or
graphic work, photo-
graph, film,  microfilm,
sound recording, video-
tape, machine‐readable
record and any  other
documentary material,
regardless of physical
form or characteristics,
and any copy of those
things; 
“data subject” means a
natural or legal person
who is the subject of  per-
sonal data;  
“data processor” , in
relation to personal data,
means any person other
than an employee of the
data user, who processes
the data on behalf of  the
data user; 
“data user” means a
person who either alone
or jointly or in common
with  other persons
processes any personal
data or has control over
or  authorises the pro-
cessing of any personal
data, but does not include
a  data processor; 
(Continue on page 17)
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The Number Two man
in the Royal Grenada
Police Force (RGPF),
acting Deputy
Commissioner of
Police Tafawa Pierre is
returning to his sub-
stantive posit ion of
Superintendent of
Police.
Informed sources told
THE NEW TODAY that
the decision was taken
for Pierre to be sent
back to his posit ion
during a high level
meeting of a powerful
arm of the nine-month
old National
Democratic Congress
(NDC) government of
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell.
Pierre is the husband
of former Education
Minister Emmalin
Pierre, one of the suc-

DECISION TAKEN ON TAFAWA PIERRE

Tafawa Pierre is going back to his rank of
Superintendent of Police ACP John Mitchell – the only member of the

“old NNP Guard” still holding a position in the
Police High Command

cessful candidates of
the now opposit ion
New National Party
(NNP) that suffered a
9-6 defeat at the hands
of Congress in the
June 23, 2022 general
election.
The new administra-
tion has been facing
severe criticisms from
supporters and mem-
bers who want to see a
number of high-ranking
police officers known to
be aligned to the previ-
ous Keith Mitchell-led
NNP government
removed from sensitive
posit ions within the
Royal Grenada Police
Force (RGPF).
Pierre, the former
head of the Financial
Intelligence Unit (FIU),
has benefited from
rapid promotion over

the years within RGPF
under Keith Mitchell’s
rule of the island.
As head of FIU, he
was known to be
spearheading an
investigation allegedly
on instructions from
then Prime Minister Dr.
Keith Mitchell into a
matter involving a for-
mer Congress govern-
ment minister and his
son.
The Pierre family is
known to be strongly
aligned to the NNP
regime with his elder
brother Michael Pierre
serving for two terms
between 2013 and
2022 as Speaker of the
House of
Representatives.
The move on Supt
Pierre leaves only
Assistant Commissioner

of Police (ACP) John
Mitchell, a relative of
former Prime Minister
Dr. Keith Mitchell, as the
only suspected support-
er of the defeated
regime left within the
Police High Command.
In the past month, the
Public Service
Commission (PSC) has
promoted two senior
off icers –
Superintendents Vannie
Curwen and Randy
Connaught – to the rank
of acting Assistant
Commissioners of
Police as the new
Congress government
seeks to consolidate its
power in Grenada.
The commission,

headed by female
attorney-at-law Debra
St Bernard, is said to
be of the view that it
was left to Acting
Commissioner of
Police Don McKenzie
to reassign Pierre to a
job description in keep-
ing with his substantive
post in the Police
Force.
ACP Mitchell who is in
charge of Operations
in the police force is
now expected to come
under increasing
scrutiny by the new

rulers.
He has been identified
as the police officer
who took a strong line
against a Police
Constable who had
visited the Ministerial
Complex in the
Botanical Gardens a
few months before the
change of government
to serve a letter on
then Prime Minister Dr.
Keith Mitchell in con-
nection with a court-
related matter.
The Junior Officer told
colleagues that he
received a severe
tongue lashing from
ACP Mitchell and
pointed out that “the
only thing he (Mitchell)
didn’t do was to put his
hand on me.”  
The new Congress
government of Prime
Minister Dickon
Mitchell is said to be
mindful of concerns
expressed by support-
ers that the previous
NDC government of
Tillman Thomas was
sabotaged due to its
failure to remove a
number of key and
loyal NNP supporters
from sensit ive posi-
tions within the Public
Service.
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Plans are moving for-
ward for the Princess
Alice Hospital in
Mirabeau, St. Andrew’s,
Grenada to receive a
US$400,000 Wastewater
Treatment and Recycling
Plant featuring an innov-
ative system, which uses
recycled glass instead of
sand. 
The system is being
funded by the
Caribbean Development
Bank’s (CDB) Basic
Needs Trust Fund
(BNTF).
“The proposed system
has a combination of
technologies that will
deliver high quality
water treatment with
minimal electricity and
operation and mainte-
nance requirements,”
said George Yearwood,
Portfolio Manager of the
BNTF. 
The Project will be exe-

cuted by BNTF in collab-
oration with the
Windward Islands
Research and Education
Foundation (WINDREF),
the National Water and
Sewerage Authority
(NAWASA) and the
Ministry of Health and
Wellness over a 36-
month period. 
The BNTF is CDB’s
flagship poverty reduc-
tion programme – work-
ing in nine (9)
Caribbean countries to
respond to the needs of
vulnerable communities
in the priority areas of
water and sanitation,
education and l iveli-
hoods enhancement,
and infrastructural
improvements.
The pilot project wil l
install a very low energy
proprietary packaged-
type wastewater treat-
ment plant. The filtration

system will effectively
self-clean the media
without human interven-
tion and minimal elec-
tricity which makes it
ideal for rural areas. 
The treatment plant
uses activated crushed
glass from recycled
glass bottles and con-
tainers that will trans-
form the wastewater
from the hospital into a
usable state.
“The recycled waste-
water can be used for
irrigation year-round by
the nearby farmers. This
is especially needed
during the dry season,”
explained Dr. Lindonne
Telesford, WINDREF
Research Fellow and
Project Coordinator.
The project is expected
to:
• Increase agricultural

production by men and
women beneficiary
farmers by 15% during
each dry season.
•Increase income for
men and women farm-
ers by 5 per cent yearly.
•Increase treatment of
wastewater at Princess
Alice Hospital by 75 per
cent.
•Improve access to
treated recycled water
for fifteen community
properties. 
“I was happy to see
when we visited that the
area for the system has
been identified and the
stakeholders are on
board – the hospital
administrators, NAWASA
and the farmers alike,”
said Yearwood, who was
part of the CDB’s dele-
gation that visited

Grenada in late February
2023.
“This initiative will be
very handy for us,” said
Mr. Alrich Matthew, a
Farmer who has farmed
in the area for over 23
years. “We do not have
enough water to survive

efficiently all year. So,
we greatly appreciate
this project, and we pray
it comes on stream as
fast as possible.”
The project wil l  also
implement a gender
responsive education
and awareness cam-

paign to bolster support
for and build community
participation around the
pilot. It is expected that
NAWASA will maintain
the treatment plant after
the project is completed.

Basic Needs Trust Fund finances novel
wastewater project for Princess Alice

Hospital in Mirabeau, Grenada

Basic Needs Trust Fund (BNTF) Portfolio Manager, George Yearwood listens
keenly to farmer Alrich Matthew during a recent site visit to the Princess
Alice Hospital in Grenada
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Attorney-General and Minister of Legal Affairs
Claudette Joseph – has oversight over the
controversial bill
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THE CONTROVERSIAL
DATA PROTECTION BILL

* From page 14
a  data processor; 
“document” means any
medium in which data is
recorded, whether printed
or on tape or film or by
electronic means or other-
wise and also means any
map, diagram, photo-
graph, f i lm, microfi lm,
videotape, sound record-
ing, or machine-readable
record or any record which
is capable of being pro-
duced from a machine-
readable record by means
of equipment or a pro-
gramme, or a combination
of both, which is used for
that purpose  by the public
body or private body which
holds the record;  
“intelligible form” means
a manner that can be rea-
sonably understood  by
the person for which the
data or information is
intended and includes  a
written form and an audio
format, as the case may
be; 
“Minister” means the
Minister with responsibility
for National Security; 
“personal data” means,
in respect of commercial
transactions, any data
that— 
(a) is being processed
wholly or partly by means
of equipment  operating
automatically in response
to instructions given for
that purpose; 
(b) is recorded with the
intention that it  should
wholly or partly  be
processed by means of
equipment under para-
graph (a); or
(c) is recorded as part of

a relevant filing system or
with the intention that it
should form part of a rele-
vant f i l ing system, and
relates directly or indirectly
to a data subject, who is
identified or identifiable
from that information or
from that and other infor-
mation in  the possession
of a data user, including
any sensit ive personal
data and  expression of
opinion about the data
subject; 
“private body” means a
body, excluding a public
body, that— 
(a) carries on any trade,
business or profession,
but only in that  capacity;
or  
(b) has legal personality; 
“processing”, in relation
to personal data, means
collecting, recording,
holding or storing the per-
sonal data or carrying out
any operation or set  of
operations on the personal
data, including— 
(a) collection, recording,
organisation, structuring or

storage; 
(b) adaptation or alter-
ation; 
(c) retrieval, consultation
or use; 
(d) disclosure by transmis-
sion, dissemination or oth-
erwise  making available;
(e) alignment or combina-
tion; or  
(f) restriction, erasure or
destruction; 
“public body” means— 
(a) a ministry, a depart-
ment or a division of the
ministry or a  constituency
office of a member of
Parl iament, wherever
located; 
(b) a statutory body for the
purposes of the Public
Finance  Management Act,
2015;  
(c) a State-Owned
Enterprise for the purpos-
es of the Public  Finance
Management Act, 2015;  
(d) an embassy, consulate
or mission of Grenada or
an office of  Grenada situ-
ate outside Grenada
whose functions include
the  provision of diplomatic
or consular services for or
on behalf of  Grenada;  
(e) any other body desig-
nated by the Minister by
Regulations  made under
this Act, to be a public
body for the purposes of
this Act; 
“rectify” means, in rela-
tion to personal data, to
alter the data by way of
amendment, deletion, or
addition;  
“sensitive personal
data” means any personal
data of a data subject
consisting of information
as to— 
(a) an individual’s physical
or mental health or condi-
tion;  
(b) an individual’s racial or
ethnic origin, genetic data,

biometric  data that
uniquely identifies an indi-
vidual;  
(c) an individual’s sex life; 
(d) an individual’s political
opinions; 
(e) an individual’s religious
or philosophical beliefs or
other  beliefs of a similar
nature;  
(f) the commission or
alleged commission by an
individual of any  offence;
or  
(g) any other personal
data as the Minister may
determine by  Order pub-
lished in the Gazette. 
Objects of Act  
3. The objects of this Act
are to safeguard personal
data processed by public
bodies and private bodies
in an era in which technol-
ogy increasingly facilitates
the processing of personal
data by balancing the
necessity of— 
(a) processing personal
data by public bodies and
private bodies; and  
(b) safeguarding personal
data from unlawful pro-
cessing by public  bodies
and private bodies,   to
promote transparency and
accountability in the pro-
cessing of personal  data. 

Application of Act   
4. (1) This Act applies to a
person who processes or
who has control over  or
authorises the processing
of any personal data in
respect of commercial
transactions in Grenada.  
(2) Subject to subsection
(1), this Act applies to a
person in respect of per-
sonal  data if— 
(a) the person is estab-
lished in Grenada and the
personal data is
processed, whether or not
in the context of that
establishment, by  that
person or any other per-
son employed or engaged
by that  establishment; or
(Continue on page 19)
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Nation Builders is
rolled out

* From page 13
However, he said that
many people can
become frustrated by
the bureaucracy within
the present government
structure and that it can
frustrate and discour-
age them from doing
so.
“We recognised that
and we have designed
(this) programme that
seeks to alleviate those
barriers,” he remarked.
According to Romain,
the Nation Builders pro-
gramme also seeks to
connect citizens, pri-
vate sector, and the
government “in a seam-
less way to engage in
community-based activ-
ities.”
This, he said, is the

entity that will facilitate
the process of persons
wanting to do things in
the national interest
and to ensure that pro-
jects from persons “are
heard, recognised and
that we channel it to the
right ministry or agency
for fast implementa-
tion.”
In addit ion, he said
that Nation Builders will
also seek to collaborate
with the private sector
to pool resources to
ensure the effective
implementation of the
projects.
Romain indicated that
the hope is that Nation
Builders will address
the situation of duplica-
tion of efforts as some
people are known to be
doing things and no

one knows about it and
other persons soon
come along and do the
same thing over and
over.
The Congress govern-
ment is planning to
have an annual cam-
paign to recognise per-
sons who contribute to
the process of nation
building and those who
go beyond and above
the call of duty as part
of the Nation Builders
initiative.
Nation Builders will be
a Division under the
Ministry of Mobilisation,
Implementation and
Transformation that is
headed by Member of
Parliament for South St
George, Andy Williams.

A Grenadian film about
Dominica’s indigenous
people, the Kalinagos,
have been winning
international awards
and positive reviews
from those who have
seen it.
The 35-minute long
film is titled “New Land:
The Kalinago Dream”
and so far i t has
received awards at the
Tokyo International
Short Film Festival and
the Rome International
Movie Awards.
It was honorably men-
tioned at the Munich New
Wave Short Film Festival
in Germany, as well as
official selections at the
2023 ARFF
Amsterdam//International
Awards, Berlin Lift-Off
Film Festival, and the
Nouveaux Regards Film
Festival.
According to its pro-
ducers, it takes an on-
the-ground look at how

the Kalinagos have
been fighting to pre-
serve their history and
culture among disaster
recovery, rapid mod-
ernization and invasive
cultures that threaten
their survival.

Filmfreeway.com
describes the film as a
documentary that “jour-
neys into the island of
Dominica to tel l  the
true story of the last
remaining Indigenous
people in the Lesser
Antilles who have lived
in the protected com-
munity of the Kalinago
Territory for genera-
tions. The present pop-
ulation is estimated to
be about 3000 people.
Despite the harrowing
experience of
European invasion and
colonialism beginning
with Christopher
Columbus, the
Kalinago have survived
these destructive

genocidal attempts and
are still here today cel-
ebrating their history
and culture.”
It highlights the efforts
of MP for the Salybia
Consituency, Cozier
Frederick and Kalinago
Chief Lorenzo Sanford
to preserve the
Kalinago’s culture,
identity, and land
against threats l ike
deforestation, industri-
alisation, and climate
change.
The film, which pre-
miered in Grenada on
March 9, 2023, is a
joint effort between
Grenadian filmmaker
and Creative Director
of the Grenada Film
Company, Teddy
Dwight Frederick and
German production
company, Time of
Motion.
MP Frederick stressed
the importance of
telling the story of the

Kalinago people from
their perspective.
“We were not discov-
ered by [Christopher]
Columbus, we were
always here. It is hard
work to deconstruct
what has been taught
for years, but we have
to tell our story from
our point of view,” he
said.
Filmmaker Frederick
on the other hand,
emphasized the impor-
tance of keeping the
Kalinago conversation
alive.
“We hope that we can
keep the conversation
of Kalinago; we hope
that this will be a pilot
into making something
more,” he said.
“Grenada also has a
lot of beautiful stories,
and we also have
Kalinago ancestry and
history, and it will be
nice to tell our side of
the story. So we hope

Grenadian film on Dominica’s Kalinagos
wins international award; gets rave reviews

to have a follow-up.
This is the story of the
Lesser Anti l les, and
Grenada is also part of
the Lesser Antilles, so
it will be nice to tell the
stories of the Lesser
Anti l les and include
Grenada in there as
well.”
The filmmaking team

consisted of Teddy
Frederick from
Grenada, Tom
Heinemann from
Germany and Josef
Sindelka from the
Czech Republic.
The film was released
in Germany on 14
November 2022, in the
Czech Republic on 7

February 2023, and in
Grenada on 9 March
2023.
It wil l  debut in

Dominica at the World
Music Creole Festival
2023 in October.
In the meantime, it will
be screened at f i lm
festivals worldwide.

(    

          

       
     

          Page 18.qxp_page 18  23/03/2023  5:56 PM  Page 1



LOCAL NEWS THE NEW TODAY Fri., March 24, 2023    Page 19

     
  
   

  
   

   
   

  
    

    
     

   

         

        
        

       
       

   
    

  
    

  
 

   
    
  

   
   
    

 
 

  
  
  

  
    

   
    

 
   

  
   

  
 

  
  

  
   
     
    

    
 

    
  

  
  

  
   
  

  
    

  
   

    
    

 
    
    
   
   

 
   
    

  
 

   
   

   
   

    
    
  

     
  

  
  
  
    

   
   
   

    
  

    
    

      
  

   
  

   
    

   
    
     

  
   

 
    
  

   
   
   
   

   
  
 

 
  

   
  
   

    
    

   

    
 

   
    
    

   
    

  
  

   
  

    
  
   
   
   
  

   
  

   
   

  
    

   
     

    
   

    
   

   
    
    
    

* From page 17
(b) the person is not estab-
l ished in Grenada, but
uses equipment or  net-
work services in Grenada
for processing the person-
al data  otherwise than for
the purposes of transit
through Grenada. 
(3) A person falling within
subsection (2) (b) shall
nominate for the purposes
of this Act a representative
established in Grenada. 
(4) For the purposes of
subsections (2) and (3), a
person is to be treated as
established in Grenada as
follows—
(a) an individual who is
physically present in
Grenada for not less than
one hundred and eighty
days in one calendar year; 
(b) a body incorporated
under the Companies Act,
Chapter 58A; 
(c) a partnership or other
unincorporated association
formed under any  written

laws in Grenada; and 
(d) a person who does not
fall within paragraph (a),
(b) or (c) but  maintains in
Grenada— 
(i) an off ice, branch or
agency through which a
person  carries on any
activity; or 
(ii) a regular professional
practice. 

Application of Act to
Parliament 

5. (1) Subject to this sec-
tion, this Act applies to the
processing of personal
data by or on behalf of
either House of Parliament
as it applies to the pro-
cessing  of personal data
by other persons.
(2) Where the purposes
for which and the manner
in which any personal data
are, or are to be,
processed are determined
by or on behalf of either
House of  Parliament, the
data user in respect of
those personal data for the
purposes of  this Act shall

THE CONTROVERSIAL DATA PROTECTION BILL

Dr. Keith Mitchell – the former Grenada Prime
Minister who sat on the bill and did nothing with
it for several years
be the Clerk to the
Houses. 
(3) Personal data are
exempt from—
(a) section 15; and 
(b) section 19 (1) and (4),
i f the exemption is
required for the purpose of

avoiding an infringement
of the  privileges of either
House of Parliament. 

Saving of certain laws 
6. This Act shall not affect
the operation of an enact-
ment that makes  provi-
sion with respect to the
processing of personal
data and does not conflict

with this Act.  
PRIVACY AND DATA

PROTECTION PRINCI-
PLES 

General Principle  
7. (1) A data user shall
not—
(a) process personal data
about a data subject
unless the data subject
has given his or her con-
sent to the processing of
the personal data;  or 
(b) process sensitive per-
sonal data about a data
subject except in  accor-
dance with section 21. 
(2) Notwithstanding sub-
section (1) (a) and subject
to subsection (3), a data
user may process person-
al data about a data sub-
ject if the processing is
necessary— 
(a) to perform a contract to
which the data subject is a
party; 
(b) to take steps at the
request of the data subject

with a view to  entering
into a contract; 
(c) to comply with any
legal obligation to which
the data user is the  sub-
ject, other than an obliga-
tion imposed by a con-
tract; 
(d) to protect the interests
of the data subject;
(e) for the administration
of justice;  
(f) to exercise any func-
tions conferred on a per-
son by an enactment or
rule of law; or 
(g) for the exercise of a
function of the State, a
Minister of Government  or
a government department.
(3) Personal data shall not
be processed unless— 
(PART II 
(a) the personal data is
processed for a lawful pur-
pose directly related  to an
activity of the data user; 
(b) the processing of the
personal data is necessary

for or directly  related to
that purpose; and 
(c) the personal data is
adequate but not exces-
sive in relation to that  pur-
pose.

Notice and Choice
Principle  

8. Upon a request by a
data subject, a data user
shall inform the data  sub-
ject— 
(a) of the purposes for
which the personal data is
being or is to be  collected
and further processed; 
(b) of any information
available to the data user
as to the source of that
personal data; 
(c) of the data subject’s
right to request access to
and to request  rectifica-
tion of the personal data
and how to contact the
data user  with any
inquiries or complaints in
respect of the personal
data; 

(Continue on page 21)
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On 05 December 2022,
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell presented in the
2023 National Budget
that “through the
National Insurance
Board, Government will
implement a permanent
unemployment benefit
insurance programme.
This programme will pro-
vide cash transfer to
workers who are ren-
dered unemployed in the
event of a natural disas-
ter, pandemic, or other
such shocks”.
Then on 01 March

GRENADA UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT
SCHEME COMMENCES SCARILY

by J.K. Roberts 2023, the National
Insurance Scheme (NIS)
in a press release, ‘pre-
sumably’ on behalf of
the Government of
Grenada, announced
thus: “the commence-
ment of the
Unemployment Benefit
Programme .... take(s)
effect 1st May 2023 ....
This Unemployment
Benefit will be funded
with a contribution rate
of 1% shared equally
between employee and
employer .... effective
February 1, 2023”.
In analysing both of the
official extracts, much
uncertainty arises as to
whether the revelation of
the NIS reflects the ‘phi-
losophy, context and
intent’ of the
Government, or there is
a change in the stance
of the Government; if the
stated programmes are
the same.
There is also the

accompanying uncer-

tainty about the ‘form,
extent and soundness’
of the Programme. It is
imperative that the
Grenadian people grasp
the genuine concerns for
the credibility and perpe-
tuity of the Programme,
by identifying and
resolving all non-con-
ducive factors.  
Whether or not there
are discrepancies in the
approach and execution
of the Unemployment
Benefit Scheme, as per-
ceived by the
Government and by the
NIS, there remains criti-
cal concerns. 
Primarily, it is important
to know the level of con-
formity of the structure
and operation of the
Scheme with the recom-
mendations and reser-
vations of the (‘profes-
sional and credible’)
Actuary, especially
based on Risk Analysis
and Risk Management.
Any expressions and

indications of ‘uncertain-
ty and uneasiness’ about
the Scheme is justif i-
able, when the 23 June
2022 administration of
the National Democratic
Congress (NDC)
appears to be proving
that its “Transforming
Grenada!” agenda, is
not about the plight of
the Grenadian people
with the ‘tactfully devi-
ous and treacherous’
conduct of public affairs.
That is, up to this pre-
sent t ime, the
Administration fails to
make the pertinent doc-
uments, including the
recent actuarial report(s)
on the unemployment
benefit, accessible for
‘scrutiny, satisfaction
and settlement’ by the
people. 
Indeed, the commence-
ment of such a ‘sensitive
and demanding’ Scheme
in the absence of open-
ness is scary, when con-
sidering the possibility of

its collapse and of the
extreme loss to the
workers. 
In announcing what the
NIS considers “the com-
mencement” of the
Scheme, its press
release seems to be
also geared to give
insights about the
requirements and proce-
dures for an eligible
worker to receive the
unemployment benefit.
The communique how-
ever must be acknowl-
edged to be ‘convoluted,
ambiguous and defi-
cient’ and thus, it should
not be taken for granted
and treated lightly but
instead it must be chal-
lenged for clarity and
sense.  
In fact, if it is to be con-
cluded that the receipt of
the benefit is as of 01
May, after the applica-
tion of the 1% contribu-
tion rate as of 01
February, then it means
that the Scheme has
already ‘virtually’ com-
menced. 
On this premise and in
addit ion to the f l imsy
guidelines pointed out in
the communique, it is
horrible and irresponsi-
ble of the Government to
commence (whether on
February 1st or May 1st)
the Scheme in the
absence of a compre-
hensive and adequate
set of pertinent legisla-
tions and a clear and
efficient setup of dedi-
cated assignments.
As earlier questioned in

the two-part art icle
“More Pressure On
Grenada NIS By New
NDC Government”; it is
imperative for the pow-
ers-that-be to establish if
the Scheme is a ‘sepa-
rate special’ operation of
financial transactions by
the NIS, l ike what is
expected for the
National Health
Insurance which is cited
for implementing before
or in the year 2025.
From a historical point
of view and even as cur-
rently revealing, there
should be the aware-
ness of how ‘institutional
abuses’ have led to the
failures of worthwhile ini-
tiatives which were pro-
moted and established
in the ‘name and inter-
est’ of the people.
The 1983 NIS can be
taken as evidence
regarding this ‘bad and
sad’ reality; since NIS
has been forecasted for
imminent bankruptcy, in
the absence of radical
shifts in its administra-
tive trajectory. 
With this understanding,
and in the light of the
confl ict ing messages
and the shaky circum-
stances which surround
the introduction of the
unemployment benefit,
emotions of ‘suspicions
and scares’ about the
Scheme are aroused
inevitably.

The circulated article,
“Legal Irregularit ies
Concerning NIS
Unemployment Benefit!”
points to the need to
define and characterise
the features and opera-
tions of the Scheme, as
well as the need for it to
be financially boosted by
the Government.
The Grenadian Voice
reported in its March 10,
2023 E-paper, that NIS
Director, Dorset
Cromwell assures that
the key principles about
this new benefit have
been agreed upon, and
that “the relevant legisla-
tion is still being drafted
and after completion it
will be gazetted”. 
The Director also

informs the news outfit
that “a mechanism will
be developed along with
an agency for people
(‘who have lost their
jobs’) to check in with
ease and to allow the
NIS to verify that people
are actively seeking
employment”.
To qualify for the bene-
fit, NIS also requires the
employee to present
within 15 days, a
Termination Certificate
from the employer to
verify the cause for loss
of employment. 
The mechanism with an

agency for those individuals
who are rendered unem-
ployed, which has been hint-
ed by Mr. Cromwell, may
involve the NIS networking
with the NDC administra-
tion’s created Ministry of
Mobilisation, Implementation
and Transformation (MIT). 
On around 08 March
2023, the MIT sets off on
the formulation of a
National Unemployment
e-Registry which may be
a plan for the smooth
execution of the unem-
ployment benefit. Most
likely, this ministry would
be providing NIS with
pertinent information and
guidance on employ-
ment, including the
employment status of
individuals and of sec-
tors.
With reiteration though,
regulatory protocols are
necessary for the NIS to
relate to the 1999
Employment Act and
Labour Relations Act,
and to the trade unions,
since injustices and
other forms of problems
can be meted out to a
dismissed employee,
even in the pursuit of the
benefit. 
Moreover, NIS along
with the Grenada Trades
Union Council need to
verify if permanent or
established government
employees are entitled
for the benefit, and/or
why they should be
obliged to contribute to
the Scheme. 
Whilst the MIT would be
a tremendous resource
for the NIS, it is hoped
that Mr. Cromwell has
made provisions for
‘greater, serious and
effective’ efforts of pro-
tecting especially the
daily paid, temporary or
part-time workers (agri-
culture, domestic, con-
struction, sales, and so
on) from unscrupulous

employers so as to
ensure that those work-
ers enjoy fully the range
of NIS’ benefits.

That is - the
Unemployment Benefit
Scheme should necessi-
tate and facilitate the
NIS to establish (or to
strengthen) a ‘superviso-
ry taskforce’ to investi-
gate the compliance by
employers for registering
and reporting on the
deductions of employ-
ees’ contributions to the
NIS, and to achieve
improved enforcements
of the National
Insurance Act (NIA) par-
ticularly section 13 on
the “appointment and
powers of inspectors”. 
The taskforce should
also be mandated and
equipped to investigate
and decide on the ‘legal
and moral’ justification(s)
stated by an employer
for the termination of an
employment.  In fact, the
employer should be
required to present the
employee with the
Termination Certificate,
instant at the t ime of
release from the job, and
to declare also any
‘goodwill’ towards the
prospect of the employ-
ee being reinstated. 
It should be instructive
that according to the
NIS’s 2020 Annual
Report, “Government,
through the National
Insurance Board (NIB),
has sought the assis-
tance of an Actuary to
provide a recommenda-
tion for the introduction
of Unemployment
Benefit as a permanent
offering under the
National Insurance Act. 
As such, the Canadian
Actuarial Consult ing
Firm of Morneau
Shepell, was engaged to
review the Board’s pro-
posal to provide a tem-
porary relief programme
to contributors.  The
Firm provided the appro-
priate review and recom-
mendations that allowed
for the provision of the
much-needed support at
a critical time.” 
This request by the

Government under the
New National Party
(NNP) for clearance by
an actuary, before the
introduction of an added
benefit of the NIS as
required by section 42 of
the NIA (NIS Act), was
driven by its efforts in
providing business stim-
ulus packages, workers
unemployment benefits
and increased social
assistance to the less
fortunate people during
the “critical time” of the
COVID-19.
It is fair to say that the
Prime Minister ’s pro-
nouncement on the
unemployment benefit is
in accordance with the
report of the Canadian
Actuarial Consult ing
Firm which most likely
acted and concentrated
on determining a ‘feasi-
ble or reasonable or sus-
tainable’ mechanism for
providing “much-needed
support at a crit ical
time”.
It is also fair to link or to
(Continue on page 24) 
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THE CONTROVERSIAL DATA PROTECTION BILL
* From page 19
(d) of the class of third
parties to whom the data
user discloses or may
disclose the personal
data; 
(e) whether it is obligatory
or voluntary for the data
subject to supply  the per-
sonal data; and 
(f) where it is obligatory
for the data subject to
supply the personal  data,
the consequences for the
data subject if he or she
fails to  supply the per-
sonal data.
Disclosure Principle  

9. Subject to section 20,
no personal data shall,
without the consent of the
data subject, be dis-
closed— 
(a) for any purpose other
than— 
(i) the purpose for which
the personal data was
disclosed  at the time of
collection of the personal
data; or
(i i) a purpose directly
related to the purpose
referred to in  subpara-
graph (i); 
(b) to any party other than
a third party of the class
of third parties as  speci-
fied in section 8 (d).
Security Principle 

10. (1) A data user shall,
when processing person-
al data, take practical
steps to protect the per-
sonal data from any loss,
misuse, modification,
unauthorised or acciden-
tal access or disclosure,
alteration or destruction
by  having regard— 
(a) to the nature of the
personal data and the
harm that would result
from such loss, misuse,
modification, unautho-
rised or accidental
access or disclosure,
alteration or destruction; 
(b) to the place or loca-
tion where the personal
data is stored; 
(c) to any security mea-
sures incorporated into
any equipment in which
the personal data is
stored; 
(d) to the measures taken
for ensuring the reliability,
integrity and  competence
of personnel having
access to the personal
data; and 
(2) Where processing of
personal data is carried
out by a data processor
on  behalf of the data
user, the data user shall,
for the purpose of protect-
ing the  personal data
from any loss, misuse,
modification, unautho-
rised or accidental
access or disclosure,
alteration or destruction,
ensure that the data
processor— 

(a) provides sufficient
guarantees in respect of
the technical and  organi-
sational security mea-
sures governing the pro-
cessing to be  carried out;
and 
(b) takes reasonable
steps to ensure compli-
ance with those mea-
sures.
Retention Principle 

11. (1) The personal data
processed for any pur-
pose shall not be kept
longer  than is necessary
for the fulfilment of that
purpose. 
(2) A data user shall take
all reasonable steps to
ensure that all personal
data  is destroyed or per-
manently deleted if it is
no longer required for the
purpose for  which it was
to be processed. 
Data Integrity Principle 
12. A data user shall take
reasonable steps to
ensure that the personal
data  is accurate, com-
plete, not misleading and
kept up-to-date by having
regard to  the purpose,
including any directly
related purpose, for which
the personal data  was
collected and further
processed. 
Access Principle 
13. A data subject shall
be given access to his or
her personal data held by
a  data user and be able
to rectify that personal
data where the personal
data is  inaccurate,
incomplete, misleading or
not up-to-date, except
where compliance  with a
request to such access or
rectification is refused
under this Act. 
Data users to establish
procedures for compli-

ance 
14. (1) Every data user
shall establish formal pro-
cedures and implement
compliance with the prin-
ciples of this Part. 
(2) In establishing proce-
dures under subsection
(1), a data user may con-
sult  the Commission for
recommendations on the
best practice and appro-
priate code  of conduct
for the data user in con-
sideration of the size and
structure of the data
user, the nature of the
activities of the data user
and any other relevant
feature  of the data user. 
(3) At least once in every
five years, the data user
shall review the proce-
dures  and conduct a self-
assessment to deter-
mine— 
(a) the effectiveness of
the procedures; 
(b) the level of compli-
ance of the data user with
the procedures; and 
(c) whether more efficient
procedures may be

adopted,  particularly in
relation to the processing
of personal data. 

(4) For the purposes of
section 25, the
Commission may
request, from a data

user, particulars as to the
procedures implemented
by the data user to com-
ply  with the principles of

this Part. 
PART III

RIGHTS OF DATA 
SUBJECTS 

Right of access to per-
sonal data 
15. (1) Subject to the pro-
visions of this Act, a pub-
lic body or a private body
shall, on the written
request of and the pay-
ment of a processing fee
by a person  for access to
personal data of which
the person is the data
subject—
(a) inform the person
whether personal data of
which that person is the
data subject is being
processed by or on behalf
of that body;  
(b) i f personal data is
being processed by or on

behalf of that body,  com-
municate to the person in
an intell igible form a
description of— 
(i) the personal data of
which that person is the
data  subject;  
(ii) the purposes for which
the personal data is being
or will  be processed; 
(i i i) the recipients or
classes of recipients to
whom personal  data is or
may be disclosed; and  
(iv) any information avail-
able to the body as to the
source  of the data.
(2) The Minister may pre-
scribe the maximum pro-
cessing fee for the pur-
poses  of subsection (1). 

(TO BE CONTINUED)

An aerial view of the Grenada Houses of Parliament where bills are
tabled and passed
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ROME / LONDON - On
March 4 2023, the 193
members of the United
Nations reached a
major milestone. They
agreed on a treaty to
manage and protect the
high seas– the marine
areas that lie outside
the 200 mile Exclusive
Economic Zones (EEZ)
of coastal states. The
high seas are an essen-
tial part of the global
ecosystem. They cover
50 percent of the
Earth’s surface, pro-
duce half the oxygen we
breathe, provide a
home to 95 percent of
the planet’s biosphere,
are a critical sink for
carbon dioxide, and
help regulate the
Earth’s temperature.

The new treaty pro-
vides a legal framework
for establishing vast
marine protected areas
(MPAs) in the high seas
and for a body to man-
age these protected
areas – the target is to
protect 30 percent of
the seas by 2030. It will
also set up systems to
ensure the benefits of
the genetic resources
derived from the sea
are “shared in a fair and
equitable manner”; and
wil l  establish a
Conference of the
Parties that will meet
periodically and mem-
bers wil l  be held to
account on issues such
as governance and bio-
diversity.
The agreement of the

states to “cooperate to
establish subregional or
regional fisheries orga-
nizations”. But these too
have had a patchy
record of success as we
pointed out in our article
about Indian Ocean
Tuna Commission
(https://www.ipsnews.ne
t/2022/07/rape-indian-
oceanthe-story-yellow-
fin-tuna/).

Similarly the
International Seabed
Authority was set up to
oversee and manage
the exploitation of the
resources on or under
the seabed including oil,
gas and minerals.
However, there is no
requirement to carry out
any detailed environ-
mental or ecological
assessment; no royal-
ties are to be paid; and
no requirement for shar-
ing of benefits with the
poorer countries that
lack the technologies to
mine these resources.
The situation is even

worse with regard to the
disposal of waste in the
high seas where there
are virtually no regula-
tions. This has resulted
in increasing plastic and
chemical pollution,

much of which
emanates from devel-
oped countries. Even
spent fuel from nuclear
power plants and
radioactive water from
the Fukushima power
plant disaster have
been dumped there.
The new treaty for the

high seas aims to
address many of these
issues. However, it is
essential that develop-
ing countries are fully
involved in drafting the
detailed implementation
and enforcement
arrangements; and
defining responsibilities,
as well as sanctions in
the case of violation of
rules and procedures.
Developing countries
should also continue to
call into question the
fact that new treaty
does not cover ongoing
exploitation of the high
seas.
The high seas are com-
mon property of
mankind and all coun-
tries need to be
involved in how they are
managed. 
The European Union

has already pledged
€40m to facilitate the
formal ratification of the

treaty and its early
implementation. This
will certainly give them
a big say on the evolu-
tion of the detailed insti-
tutional and regulatory
architecture. In order to
counter this, developing
countries must at least
match this amount, with
the larger developing
countries taking in lead
in provision of funding
and technical skills.
Daud Khan works as
consultant and advisor
for various
Governments and inter-
national agencies. He
has degrees in
Economics from the
LSE and Oxford –
where he was a Rhodes
Scholar; and a degree
in Environmental
Management from the
Imperial College of
Science and
Technology. He lives
partly in Italy and partly
in Pakistan.
Stephen Akester is an
independent fisheries
specialist working in
Indian Ocean coastal
countries for past 40
years.

Protecting and Managing the High Seas
By Stephen Akester and Daud Khan new treaty, the result of

decades of work and
lobbying, is something
to celebrate. However, a
review of other interna-
tional laws and treaties
suggests that enthusi-
asm needs to be tem-
pered with realism.
Commonly, developed
countries, due to their
superior technology and
financial heft, are the
biggest economic bene-
ficiaries of open access
resources such the high
seas, the atmosphere
and outer space. They
are also the worst cul-
prits in terms of damage
caused due to pollution
and overuse. Getting
these benefiting coun-
tries to change behavior
has proved difficult.
The case of the 1982

Convention on the Law
of Sea (UNCLOS) is
illustrative. . Some of
the provisions of Part
VII of UNCLOS, which
deals with the high
seas, work well. For
example those related
to piracy – maybe
because keeping ship-
ping lanes safe is of

interest to big countries
with large fleets.
However, the provisions
related to fisheries work
much less well.
Under Article 119 of

UNCLOS, parties are
required “to maintain or
restore populations of
harvested species at
levels which can pro-
duce the maximum sus-
tainable yield”. The
responsibility for this
lies with states whose
flags the fishing fleets
fly (Article 117).
Notwithstanding these
provisions, overfishing
has continued unabated
with the fleets from a
handful of countries
being the main culprits.
There has been no
effective action or sanc-
tions to curb this, and,
as a result, the propor-
tion of fishery stocks
exploited in excess of
sustainable levels has
continued to rise and
has reached 35 percent
in 2019
(https://www.fao.org/3/c
c0461en/cc0461en.pdf).
Under UNCLOS there is
also a requirement for
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“Despite the challenges
presented by the lack of
capacity on the
Grenada/ Barbados
route, Barbados contin-
ues to be our second
highest producing
Caribbean market”
That’s according to
Tourism Minister,
Lennox Andrews, who
pointed to  statistics
while addressing the
launch of the inaugural
InterCaribbean Airways'
ATR-42 service on the
Grenada to Barbados
Route, hosted by the
Grenada Tourism
Authority (GTA) at the
Maurice Bishop
International Airport last
Thursday.
According to the

Tourism Minister, the
Caribbean was the sec-
ond largest market for
the island before the
COVID-19 pandemic
with 27,718 visitors
recorded in 2019.

InterCaribbean Airways launches new direct
service on Grenada/Barbados route 

Tourism Minister Lennox Andrews says the
Caribbean region continues to be Grenada’s
second strongest tourism market 

InterCaribbean Airways
operates out of the
Turks and Caicos
Islands, and has been
penetrating the market

in the Eastern
Caribbean as a domi-
nant force in inter-
regional travel in recent
years.

The airl ine provides
connections to 14 coun-
tries and 22 destina-
tions in Barbados, the
OECS and Guyana.

Chairman and Founder
of the airl ine Lyndon
Gardiner expressed
confidence that this new

InterCaribbean Airways’ 48- seater ATR-42 aircraft

(Continue on page 24)
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GRENADA UNEMPLOYMENT

BENEFIT SCHEME 
COMMENCES SCARILY

* From page 20
interpret “critical time” to
the specific situations of
an emergency; especially
within the context which
have caused the
Government/NIS to
engage the Firm.
Indeed, an emergency

situation would result “in
the event of a natural dis-
aster, pandemic, or other
such shocks” and would
have negative impacts on
the livelihood and welfare
of the nation, including the
“contingent liabilities” of
the Government, such as
defined in the 1984
National Disaster
(Emergency Powers) Act
and the 2015 Fiscal
Responsibility Act. 
However, it seems that

NIS interprets and applies
“critical time” to the gener-
al situations of loss of
employment. A fundamen-
tal factor though, in decid-
ing which of the illustrated
situations about “critical
time” is more suitable to
be embraced for the suc-
cess of the Scheme,
depends greatly on the
administrative and finan-
cial capacity of the NIS,
which is ‘in doubt’.  
The NIS may seek to

address its approach and
execution of the
Unemployment Benefit
Scheme, beyond the con-
siderations of involuntary
unemployment ‘in times of
critical crisis’, in terms of
the conventions of the
International Labour
Organisation (ILO). 

That is - ILO Convention
No. 102 on Minimum
Standards of Social
Security and ILO
Convention No. 168 on
Employment Promotion
and Protection Against
Unemployment. However,
would the Scheme fulfil
the ILO’S fundamental
condit ions which also
imply the need for taking
care of all unemployed
individuals even if never
had the opportunity to
work?  
Moreover, the NIS may

be relying particularly on
the 06 October 2021 arti-
cle “Unemployment insur-
ance in the Caribbean: An
urgent call to protect
workers and their fami-
lies” which is logged on
the ILO’s webpage. 
This article by the ILO

Social Protection and
Occupational Safety and
Health Specialist for the
Caribbean, focuses on
the experiences of the
various Governments in
responding to the chal-
lenges of emergency and
unemployment from the
COVID-19 epidemic. 

Again, has the NIS
undertaken a thorough
study of the pertinent
cases in other countries,
as recommended by past
actuaries which reference
Barbados, and are the
‘features, structure and
operations’ of the Scheme
patterned from any of the
countries? 
Do the design and cost

assessment of the
Scheme also have ILO’s
technical input? Should it
be ruled out that the intro-
duction of the
Unemployment Benefit
Scheme, with its 1% con-
tribution, is of false pre-
tense, as a strategy to
ease the tension in
achieving a more con-
tentious goal?

* From page 23
partnership will “yield
positive results for busi-
ness, the economy of
the islands and regional
integration as a whole.”

Gardiner said the
direct service offered
“will improve air travel,
connectivity, and devel-
op inter-regional
tourism - an area that is

vastly untapped.”
He stated that

“Grenada with its
unique location can
also become a point-to-
point connection option
between the region,
Guyana and the rest of
the southern
Caribbean.”
Chief Executive Officer

(CEO) of GTA, Petra
Roach pointed out that

while arrivals to the
island from the
Caribbean “has
dropped to fourth
place...there is still a lot
of potential there for
that to grow...”
She is optimistic that

“with this strategic part-
nership we can ensure
that we get back to
where we were in the
pre-pandemic periods.”

InterCaribbean
Airways' flight opera-
tions on the Grenada to
Barbados Route wil l
feature a total frequen-
cy of 11 services each
week.
The GTA CEO said

under the arrangement,
the airlines 48- seater
ATR 42 wil l  provide
“daily double service (
to the island) four days

InterCaribbean Airways launches new
direct service on Grenada/Barbados route

Roach also spoke of
plans to “increase the
number of services
between Trinidad and
Grenada to 10 times
per week...and the
capacity between
Barbados and Grenada
to three times per
week.”
Prime Minister Dickon

Mitchell has been a
strong advocate for a
better air transport sys-
tem within the regional
space in the wake of
the eventual collapse
of the cash-strapped
LIAT amidst the pan-
demic. 
In celebration of the

inaugural InterCaribbean
Airways' ATR-42 service
on the Grenada to
Barbados Route, the
Grenadian Leader led a
delegation comprising
governmental officials as
well as members of the
business and tourism
community to Barbados
aboard the new service
as part of a day of pro-
motional activities.

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell presents plaque
to Chairman and Founder of InterCaribbean
Airways, Lyndon Gardiner ahead of last week
Thursday’s inaugural take off
of the week and then
we have three days of

operation where it's just
once per day.”      
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Indication of the
Scriptural Basis for
Salvation of All

While I had various scrip-
tures in mind, nonethe-
less someone might claim
that what I have done
thus far is to build a logi-
cal case for salvation of
all. Such a person would
say that logics is not
enough – and I will agree
with that.
A logical presentation is
important, no doubt. It is
necessary but insufficient
when considering the
issue of salvation. Our
understanding of salva-
tion must be biblical. It
must rest on a proper
interpretation of revealed
scripture without casting
aside good logics.
In other words, does the
Bible reveal and teach
salvation of all in Christ
Jesus? Or is this idea of
salvation of all the desire
of bleeding-heart liberal
Christians, who might not
even be true Christians?
I want to say upfront that
had I not seen a clear rev-
elation of salvation of all
in Christ I would not be
writing this. Neither would
I hold this to be the full
gospel of Christ pro-
claimed in the New
Testament. Neither would
I feel it as “His word in my
heart like a burning fire
shut up in my bones.”
When God showed me
that this is the good news
of salvation, I repeatedly
tried to run from it out of
fear of being attacked by
well-meaning fellow
Christians. But I could not
run forever. Each time I
opened the Bible, the idea
of salvation of all would
jump off the pages to me.
I am therefore now trying
to be obedient to God.
But I am well aware that
even with good intentions
a person can still be mis-
led.
Therefore, since the posi-
tion I hold is based on my
reading of the scripture, if
it can be shown from the
scripture itself that my
position is mistaken and
that the full gospel is as
most Christians currently
believe, I will repent of my
present position and fall in
line.
Jesus: Savior of the

World and of All People
The Bible makes it clear
that Jesus Christ is the
Saviour of the world and
of al l people. It must
mean something that the

Bible did not call Jesus
the Saviour of one set of
people but the Bible
specifically called Him the
Saviour of all people. How
could the Bible say that if
that is not true?
What John said
Both in his gospel and his
letter, the apostle John
tells us who Jesus is.
John 1: 29 “The next day
John saw Jesus coming
toward him, and said,
‘Behold! The Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of
the world!’”
John 4: 42 “Then they
said to the woman, ‘Now
we believe, not because
of what you said, for we
ourselves have heard Him
and we know that this is
indeed [a]the Christ, the
Savior of the world’”
John 12: 31 – 33 “Now is
the judgment of this
world; now the ruler of
this world will be cast out.
32 And I, if I am [e]lifted
up from the earth, wil l
draw all peoples to
Myself.” 33 This He said,
signifying by what death
He would die”
A great deal can be said
about this passage. Jesus
is referring to the all-
embracing salvational of
His death on the Cross.
Because of it, all peoples
(none left out) wil l  be
drawn to Jesus. The
Greek word used here for
“draw” is elkuso. It is not
drawn in the sense of
forcing people. But draw
in the sense of inducing
or so attracting them that
eventually they freely
choose the person.
The word elkuso focuses
on the attraction-power
involved. This is critical
because the major objec-
tion given against salva-
tion of all is that, while
Jesus did a complete
work, nonetheless peo-
ple’s free will to choose
results in most people not
choosing Christ and
therefore being lost forev-
er. This issue of human
free wil l  I  wil l  address
later. 
John 19: 28, 30 “After
this, Jesus, [e]knowing
that all things were now
accomplished, that the
Scripture might be ful-
filled, said, “I thirst!”… So
when Jesus had received
the sour wine, He said, “It
is finished!” And bowing
His head, He gave up His
spirit”
1 John 4: 14 “And we

have seen and testify that
the Father has sent the
Son as Savior of the
world.” Based on this
scripture (and others
before), we cannot help
asking the question: Did
Jesus the Son accomplish
the mission the Father
sent Him on? How can we
legitimately call Him the
Saviour of the world, if
some people are going to
be lost forever? If He is
indeed the Saviour of the
world, as the Bible itself
says, then we must try to
see how and where the
said Bible indicates that
this will indeed happen.
No one lost! No one left
behind! All saved!
1 John 2: 1 – 2 “My little
children, these things I
write to you, so that you
may not sin. And if any-
one sins, we have an
Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the right-
eous. 2 And He Himself is
the propitiation for our
sins, and not for ours only
but also for the whole
world”
This passage makes it
abundantly clear that
Jesus did a full and com-
plete work. And we must
not be afraid to boldly
preach that because
scripture testifies that it is
so.
What Paul said
But the apostle Paul also
pitched to show that God
wants everybody to be
saved and that salvation
in Christ covers all.
1 Timothy 2: 1 – 6
“Therefore I [a]exhort first
of all that supplications,
prayers, intercessions,
and giving of thanks be
made for all men, 2 for
kings and all who are in
[b]authority, that we may
lead a quiet and peace-
able life in all godliness
and [c]reverence. 3 For
this is good and accept-
able in the sight of God
our Saviour, 4 who
desires all men to be
saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. 5
For there is one God and
one Mediator between
God and men, the Man
Christ Jesus, 6 who gave
Himself a ransom for all,
to be testified in due time”
That passage is a mouth-
ful. God’s desire is for all.
That is made abundantly
clear – and we can’t go
against scripture and
deny that God wants all.
Because God wants all,
God therefore sends

Why I believe God Will Eventually Save All
A controversial religious paper
from the pen of convicted
Maurice Bishop assassinator,
Major Leon “Bogo” Cornwall has
caused a stir among religious
clerics.

Cornwall, a former Methodist
preacher, is advocating that God
will “Save All” which has angered
many religious preachers who
over the centuries have been
telling their congregations that
some will go to heaven but the
evil ones and sinners will end up
in Hell.

One Grenadian Pastor has con-
demned the Leon “Bogo”

Cornwall doctrine for advocating
that no one will go to Hell which
has been mentioned 165 times in
the Bible.

Heaven has been described in
the Bible as the dwelling place of
God in 2 Chronicles 30: 27 where
Jesus has gone to prepare a
place for those who love him
(John 14:2) while Hell was created
for “the devil and his angels
(Matthew 25:41.”

Cornwall is known to have quit
the Methodist Church to join
forces with Pastor Stanford
Simon at his Baptist Church in
Springs to preach the Gospel of

the Lord.
However, there are reports that

he is no longer performing in a
leadership role in the church
where it is believed that he had
penned the controversial Gospel
that “no one will go to Hell” as
God will save all.

Cornwall is no longer playing a
leadership role in the church due
to the controversial sermon
which is believed to have upset
many of the followers.
As a public service, THE NEW

TODAY brings Part 2 of the con-
troversial Leon “Bogo” Cornwall
religious edict:

By Leon Cornwall

Jesus Christ to get it done
and the result of what
Jesus did wil l  become
plain in due time. This
biblical passage is so
powerful that it should
close the issue. But I will
point to other passages.
1 Timothy 4: 9 – 10 “This
is a faithful saying and
worthy of all acceptance.
10 For to this end [c]we
both labour and suffer
reproach, because we
trust in the living God,
who is the Savior of all

men, especially of those
who believe.”
For persons who might
say, “Well, if all will be
saved, then it makes no
sense being a Christian
now.” We have Paul indi-
cating that even though
all wil l  be eventually
saved, there is nonethe-
less something special
about being a Christian
now.
Romans 3: 22-24 “Even
the righteousness of God
which is by faith of Jesus
Christ unto all and upon
all them that believe: for
there is no difference: 23
For all have sinned, and

come short of the glory of
God; 24 Being justified
freely by his grace
through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus
Romans 5: 18-19
“Therefore, as through
[h]one man’s offense
judgment came to all
men, resulting in condem-
nation, even so through
one[i] Man’s righteous act
the free gift came to all
men, resulting in justifica-
tion of life. 19 For as by
one man’s disobedience
many were made sinners,
so also by one Man’s obe-
dience many will be made
righteous”
These two verses unmis-
takably show that the
Scripture itself in Paul’s
writing point out that all
will be saved in Christ.
We shall see that same
parallel comparison in two
other scripture verses by
Paul.
The argument for salva-
tion of all is simply put this
way. The “all” that were
condemned through
Adam’s offense is the

same “all,” none excluded
that will receive the justifi-
cation of l i fe through
Christ. It is not a different
“all”. The “many” that
were made sinners is the
same “many” that will be
made righteous through
Christ.
Romans 11: 32 “For God
has [h]committed them all
to disobedience, that He
might have mercy on all.”
What revelation and
insight God gave to Paul!
It is really counterintuitive.
This verse is somewhat
saying that God is so
great and wise and pow-
erful that He remains in
charge no matter how
ugly and crazy things
might look. The craziness
that disturbs us has some
divine import to it.
At the end, it is divine
mercy that tr iumphs.
Which human being could
have imagined that? God
had to reveal that. Just as
God had to reveal that,
despite how things might
look, God will eventually

(Continue on pg 29)
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As the world acknowl-
edged International
Women’s Day emphasiz-
ing the strides of women
in traditional and non-tra-
dit ional roles, Sandals
Grenada were also cele-
brated. 

With a team of predomi-
nantly females, it was a
major day of celebration
at the resort. The first
segment of the day’s
activities sought to sensi-
tize drivers on road safety
and car care. 

Erold Mervilus from
McIntyre Bros Ltd. car
dealership demonstrated
road safety scenarios and
gave pointers on what to
look out for on the dash-
board, caring for vehicle
wipers and oil changes,
among other important
maintenance tips. 
Can the average woman

change a car tyre? Some
people may have doubts.
Mervilus, during his ses-
sion demonstrated and
involved the eager partici-
pants in the tyre changing
process, from retrieving
the spare from the trunk,
all the way to securing the

Can the average woman change a tyre?

It’s time to crank up the car with guidance from Erold Mervilus of McIntyre Bros
Ltd
final bolt. 
The star volunteer, a lead

cook, Natasha Edwards-
Charles, stepped out of
the kitchen and easily
spun bolts into place,
while her colleagues man-
aged with less ease. In
her opinion, the informa-
tion session was
poignant, “with the recent
increase in vehicular acci-
dents this session is a

timely reminder for us to
be vigilant and safe as dri-
vers.”
Later, the women were

treated at the premiere
event of the day The
Fascinator Tea Party,
which proved to be more
than just a party.  The
event included a massage
corner, with male thera-
pists only. 
All drink and food servers

for the event were male
supervisors and man-
agers. Additionally, well-
known make-up artist,
Shelly Waldron, of Ḕlan
cosmetics provided make-
up services. 
Women’s health and well-

ness also took the fore-
front as Nurse It isha
Marshall of St. George’s
Medical Services dis-
cussed reproductive

health.
Another highlight of the

day was the inspirational
message by Dr. Valma
Jessamy. 
With the backdrop of this

year ’s United Nations
theme: DigitALL-
Innovation and technology
for gender equality, she
was indeed the ideal pre-
senter. 
A local inventor, research

scientist, environmental
engineering scientist, poli-
cy analyst, landscape
designer, farmer, entre-
preneur and beekeeper,
her company produces
the award-winning

Phytomed Honey® and
other groundbreaking
medicinal products. 
With a plethora of acco-

lades and accomplish-
ments, Jessamy’s words
of wisdom were universal,
“know yourself, define
who you are and who you
want to be. Be proud of
yourself at each stage of
your journey. Do not let
people intimidate you. Be
proud of you.” 
She continued, “Keep

your faith. You never
know what doors may
open for you unexpected-
ly. And when you suc-
ceed, leave the door open

for someone 
else, or take someone

with you. Mentor and be a
beacon to someone else.” 
“Overall today’s activities
were very well received. I
felt special and honored
and I am elated to work
somewhere where I know
I am valued. Thank you to
our exemplary Human
Resources team for
putt ing together this
enjoyable day for us,”
shared an enthusiastic
Samantha Bartholomew,
Loyalty and Travel
Manager.

With fascinators affixed, members of the Resort Sales department pose with
guest speaker,  Dr. Valma Jessamy
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Short-term only. 
Fully furnished 2-bedroom Apt
at Springs, St. George.

Comes with all the amenities
– just bring your clothes &

come.
Call: 420-2442 or 407-4401

for details 
********

Affordable apartment in
Barbados near to U.S
Embassy and Airport.

Call: 246-234-3679 or
246-259-9187
********

Bougainvillea Apts
Self-contained apts centrally
located in Grand Anse by
shopping centers, banks,
beach,transportation, fully
equipped for self-catering with
full kitchen, veranda, cable
TV, internet. Ideal for
long/short term lets. On SGU
hospital bus routes.
www.grenada-bougainvil-

lea.com   or 
bougainvillea@spiceisle.com

Call:444-4930
********

1 bedroom furnished 
1-2 bedroom apt in LaBorie, St.
George

Call: 533-8787/435-1419 
********

One studio apartment in
Woburn, St. George

Call: 415-1074 
********

One bedroom apt in Ravene,
Mt. Gay, St. George
Call: 403-0042 

********

10,000 sq ft ft land at Mt.
Parnassus
10,000 sq ft land at Mt. Gay
3 lots in Calivigny St. George

Call: 417-5079/414-0963 
********

43,560 sq ft of commercial,
Industrial land at Clarkson
Bay Road, Woodlands
Call: 440-2331, 405-2331, 

415-2331
********

Land for Sale at Morne
Rouge.   Foundation and
Driveway excavated.  
Front retaining wall.  
Great sea view.  

Call 415-2331; 405-2331; 
405-2331

Anyone has a Radiator for the
Diahatsu Terios 1999 model
and is willing to sell, please

call 420-2442.

Certified Events Planner
Planning your next event:
Weddings, Baby showers,

Birthday parties,
Engagement and more.

Call: 459-5865 for more info

FOR RENT
Call: 1 (473) 435-9363

email: newtoday.gnd@gmail.com
website: www.thenewtodaygrenada.com

Follow us on our Facebook Page:
The New Today Grenada

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Free Online Advertising 

HOPE CITY, ST. ANDREW’S

EXCLUSIVE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT – 
FULL INFRASTRUCTURE – SPECTACULAR 

OCEAN VIEW - 2 BEACHES WITHIN WALKING 
DISTANCE – LOTS FROM 10EC$/SQ.FT

CALL TODAY: 439-6646 OR 406-3649

WWW.HOPEESTATEGRENADA.COM

LAND FOR SALE  
  

   
   
  

  
  
   
   

   
   

   
 
  

   
   
  

  
   
   
   

   
    
  
   
  

  
    
  
   

   
  

   
  
   
  
    
   

  
 
   
 

  
   
   

   
  
  
    

  
   

  
   

 
  
   

  
   
  
  

    
    
   
   

   
   
   
   
  

   
   
  
  

  
   
   

    
  
      

  
 

  
   
 
    

    
    
  
   

   
 
   
  
    
 

  
   

    
   
    
 

   
    
    
  
  

  
  
  
   
   

    
  

    
   

    
    
     
  
    

  
  
    

    
   

   
   

   
     
  
    
  

   

   
 

   
    
   
    
   
   
   
 
   

     
    
   
    

    
  
  
    
   
   

    
    
 
   
  
   

   
  

  
   

   
   
   
   

   
   

  
   
   

   
   

  
 

  
    
   

  
    

  
   

 
  

  
   
   

  
  
  
  

    
   

  
    
   
  

   
     

   
   

    
   
  

   
    

   
  
    
  

   
   
    
    
   
  

  

   
   
 

    
   
    
    
   

  
     
   

   
  
    
  
  

   
   
   
   
  
   
    
  

  
    

  
    
  

   
   
   
   
  

   
   
     

   
  
   

 
   

  
   

   
   
   

     
 

LANDS FOR SALE

SERVICES

WANTED

FOR SALE
Attractive fenced 2-bedroom 

house on approximately 12,347 
sq ft of land at La Sagesse St. 

David. Potential for downstairs 
apartment.

Inquire Now!!! 

Price: ECD $575,000
 

Contact 407-0264.

CLASSES
A + Institute announces its registration for 

Easter Classes for Grades 2 to Form 2; 
drop off at 8:00am pick up at 4:00pm.

Classes begin April 03rd, 2023.

Subjects offered:
* Maths  *English  *Science * Social Studies   * 

French  * IT.

Special Sessions will be conducted for the 
preparation of CPEA exams; including practice 

of CPEA Pass Papers.

For further information, contact: 
Stefan Hypolite: 404- 8161 / 420-6996.

A + Institute Junior Academy (New Private 
Primary School) announces its registration for 
Grades 4,5 and 6.

School Hours: 8:00am to 2:30pm.
Location: Lower Lucas Street, St. George’s

Register Today

For further information, contact:
Stefan Hypolite: 420-6996/ 404-8161

CLASSES

We specialize in:

*Mathematics  *English   *Science                                   
and *Social Studies.
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EXCLUSIVE: Laura
Trevelyan has said that
her professional suc-
cess can be traced back
to Britain’s colonial his-
tory after quitting the
BBC this week to tackle
her family’s slave trade
legacy.
In an interview with
Deadline, the former
BBC World News
anchor said she felt a
personal responsibility
for her ancestors own-
ing slaves in Grenada,
the Caribbean island.
Trevelyan also called
on King Charles III to
properly confront the
Brit ish royal family’s
connection to slavery
amid a growing reckon-
ing among
Commonwealth nations
in the Caribbean.
The 54-year-old

enjoyed a 30-year
career at the BBC, pre-
senting shows including
Emmy-winner BBC

ried to former ABC
News chief James
Goldston, and her family
apologized last month to
the people of Grenada
because their ancestors
owned more than 1,000
slaves across six sugar
plantations.
Trevelyan said she
would use her story-
tell ing expertise and
public platform to raise
the profile of efforts to
uproot the legacy of
colonialism in the
Caribbean. She does
not have a formal role
as yet, but said she
would be a “roving
advocate for reparatory
justice.”
She explained: “It’s a
bit of a leap into the
void, for sure, but a path
has presented itself.
This is an opportunity
and maybe I’m uniquely
positioned [to embrace
this role] because I’m a
descendant of slave

owners, and because
I’m not scared to answer
all the questions that go
with that.”
Trevelyan was com-
pelled to take up the
cause after traveling to
Grenada last year to
make a BBC documen-
tary about her family’s
slave trade history. She
said the trip had a “pro-
found” impact, helping
her understand that the
legacy of slavery lives
on, not least because
Grenada’s epidemic of
obesity, hypertension,
and diabetes can be
traced back to colonial-
ism.
“We signed our apology
and we gave it to the
prime minister of
Grenada, and he
thanked us and forgave
us, and said he hoped
that this would be a
turning point in the fight
for reparatory justice,”
Trevelyan said of her

visit last month, during
which she donated a
£100,000 ($121,000)
reparatory fund.
Trevelyan said she felt
“liberated” to talk about
the issue of slavery after
leaving the BBC, which
holds staff to strict rules
on impartial i ty. “I ’m
ready to have my own
voice and I feel that this
is a story that I hope I
can tell in conjunction
with the Caribbean,” she
explained.
To this end, she felt
able to crit icize the
British royal family for
the first time, arguing
that its current position
of “regret” on slavery
“isn’t really cutt ing it
anymore.”
Trevelyan said: “It ’s
very important for the
King to acknowledge
that the royal family was
critical in sanctioning the
slave trade at the begin-
ning. The Royal Africa

Company in the 17th
century was sanctioned
by the royals. Slaves
were branded with the
Duke of York’s initials
and he later became
King.
“In a very British way,
this is all unacknowl-
edged… his Coronation,
or the months after the
Coronation, is an oppor-
tunity to acknowledge
the shared painful past.
I would encourage him
to do that very strongly.”
On a visit to the
Caribbean last year,
Prince William said slav-
ery was abhorrent,
“should never have hap-
pened” and “forever
stains our history.”
Trevelyan signed off
earlier this week, thank-
ing the BBC World
News America audience
and saying it had been
an “absolute honor” to
present the show.

Laura Trevelyan Says Her Success Is Tied To Slavery
After Quitting The BBC To Confront Colonialism

Laura Trevelyan presenting a BBC film about
her family's slave trade history.
World News America.
She left this week to join
the movement for
reparatory justice for the
Caribbean.
“My own social and pro-
fessional standing,
almost 200 years after
abolition, is almost cer-

tainly l inked to the
wealth and the status
that our family acquired,
at least partly through
slave ownership,” she
said. “There’s no coinci-
dence. The past does
define the present.”
Trevelyan, who is mar-
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By Philippe Benoit
WASHINGTON DC, -
BP, the oil company that
previously brought us
“Beyond Petroleum” and
more recently robust
corporate climate goals,
has announced a return
in emphasis to its tradi-
tional business of pro-
ducing oil. Drawn by the
inescapable appeal of
oil’s latest high profits,
has BP rebranded itself
as “Back to Petroleum?”
This type of shift high-

lights the importance of
stronger market incen-
tives for reducing emis-
sions so that companies
interested in decar-
bonizing see their finan-
cial interest align with
that course. BP’s recent
journey points to the
need for instruments
that influence profits
specifically, and notably
reconsideration of the
controversial price con-
trol tool: a climate-driven
price cap on oil.
BP has consistently

been a forward-leaning
company among its
peers on climate.  As
early as 2002, then
CEO Lord Browne
rebranded BP as it
sought “to reinvent the
energy business: to go
beyond petroleum.”
However, various finan-
cial pressures, including
the Deepwater Horizon
spil l ,  subsequently
moved the company
away from its non-petro-
leum businesses.
But in August 2020, BP

was back with a
strengthened pivot to cli-
mate as the company
announced a series of
ambitious low-carbon
targets.”  This included a
40% production decline

BP’s Shift ‘Back to Petroleum’ Prods Consideration of a Climate Oil Price Cap

BP’s recent journey points to the need for instru-
ments that influence profits specifically, and notably
reconsideration of the controversial price control
tool: a climate-driven price cap on oil. Credit:
Bigstock
and a 10-fold increase
in low-carbon invest-
ment over the next
decade.  BP also
announced  a ground-
breaking target for
Scope 3 emissions
(namely, emissions from
the consumption of its
products by industry and
other consumers).
Unfortunately, BP has

now scaled back its cli-
mate ambition.  Notably,
rather than a 40% drop
in production by 2030,
BP now expects only a
25% decrease.
Significantly, this shift
has been made at a
time of $28 bil l ion in
record corporate profits
for BP, records also
seen by other oil majors,
such as ExxonMobil and
Shell.
These record profits —

driven in part by high
gas prices resulting from
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine — also point to
a major vulnerability for
any market-driven cli-
mate effort.  With the
lure of these type of
returns from the tradi-
tional petroleum busi-
ness, it is difficult to see

or sustain financial moti-
vation to shift away.
Indeed, as BP made

clear in announcing its
ambitious 2022 climate
targets: “bp is commit-
ted to delivering attrac-
tive returns to share-
holders” — and
petroleum, with its
upside, is uniquely
placed to deliver the
potential of a high
return. So long as there
are big profits to be
made from oil, these
companies will continue
to be drawn to their
petroleum activit ies,
notwithstanding any
stated desire to shift to
renewables.

However, this also
points to what needs to
be a focus of an effec-
tive climate policy for oil:
reducing its profitability.
Over the years, think
tanks, academics and
others have put forward
carbon pricing as the
most efficient emissions
reduction instrument,
but this discourse has
failed to deliver signifi-
cant results in practice,
especially when it
comes to oil companies.

As emissions continue
to rise and the carbon
budget shrinks, the time
has come to explore
other solutions. One tool
that merits consideration
— more precisely,
reconsideration — is a
cap on oil prices.
This “climate oil price

cap” would be designed
to increase the relative
profitability and so finan-
cial appeal of renew-
ables by l imiting the
upside on oil activities
specifically (something a
customary windfall prof-
its tax set at the corpo-
rate level wouldn’t
accomplish). It would
thereby support and
encourage BP and other
oil companies to trans-
form themselves from a
tradit ional petroleum
company into an “inte-
grated energy company”
(BP’s own term), one
that can generate signif-
icant profits from renew-
ables and other low-car-
bon products relative to
its petroleum activities.

Oil price controls are, of
course, not new and
have a checkered histo-
ry (e.g., President
Nixon’s effort in the US
50 years ago). But the
climate emergency pre-
sents a new threat that
merits re-examining this
instrument. Importantly,
a price cap could also
help energy-importing
developing countries, as
well as vulnerable
households there and
elsewhere, avoid the
harmful impact of the
high oil prices experi-
enced in 2022 (another
potential advantage
over a windfall profits
tax ).

And there is now a
precedent for this type of
concerted purchaser
action, namely the price
cap on Russian oil
agreed by the EU and
US. It is also a tool that
has drawn renewed
attention in other con-
texts, including rethinking
the framework governing
gas prices to insulate US

consumers from the
gasoline price surges dri-
ven by Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine.
Any effort needs to con-

sider the lessons from
the failed efforts of the
past.  For example, the
cap should be set at a
sufficient level to attract
the desired supply –
including to energy-
importing developing
countries — even as it
precludes the type of
record profits the oil
industry saw last year. It
should also build on the
experience with the cur-
rent Russian price cap.
While, admittedly today

there isn’t sufficient sup-
port for aggressive cli-
mate policies, the
prospect for strong
action will likely increase
over time as heat waves,
flooding and other
extreme weather events
wreak havoc exacerbat-
ed by climate change.
This in turn can be
expected to increase the
willingness of politicians

and policymakers to be
more ambitious down the
road in taking climate
action.
In anticipation of this

changing landscape, cre-
ative options beyond tra-
ditional carbon pricing
mechanisms should be
explored and put before
these decision-makers
by think tanks, acade-
mics and others.
In this regard, the com-

bination of BP’s recent
record profits and shift in
corporate policy points to
the appropriateness of
considering a price cap
on oil as a possible tool
to fight climate change
by improving the relative
profitability of low-carbon
investments.
Philippe Benoit has over
20 years of experience
working on international
energy, development and
sustainability issues.  He
is currently research
director at Global
Infrastructure Analytics
and Sustainability 2050.

  
   

   
   

  
    
   

 
   

 
   

   
   

  

  
    

   
   

   
  

  

  
  

   
   
    
     
   

        

 
   

    
   

    
    

  
   
   

  
  

  
   

 
   

  
   

   
    

  
 
  

    
  
  

   
   

  
   
  

  
  

   
   

   
   

  

    
  
     
    

    
   

   
    

   
   

   
   
     

 
   
  
   

 
  

 
   

  
  

  
   
   

  
   

  
   

    
 

   
    

   
     

   

      
    

     
      

    

   
   

  
   

    
  
  
   

  
 

 
  

  
  

  
   

   
  

    
  

    
 

   
   
   

    
    

   
   

   
 

   
   

   
   

 
   

     
  

   
   

 
  
   

  
   

  
   

   
   

  
   

   
  

   
   

    
    

  
  

     
  

   
     

   
 

   
  

   
   

   
   
    

    
  

   
  
  

   
   
    

  
    

   
  

  
    

  
 

   
    

   
 
     
   

    

* From page 25
save all in Christ. This is
why Paul breaks into a
doxology – a rapturous
praise of God.
“Oh, the depth of the rich-

es both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His
judgments and His ways
past finding out!” 
And Paul ends Chapter 11
on a note of affirming that
God who created all
things will at the end get
all things because they
belong to Him.
“For of Him and through

Him and to Him are all
things, to whom be glory
forever. Amen.” When you
come to realise how great
God is, that He cannot
and will not be defeated
but will triumph over all,
you cannot help being
ecstatic.
1 Corinthians 15: 20-28
“But now Christ is risen
from the dead, and has

become the first fruits of
those who have [d]fallen
asleep. 21 For since by
man came death, by Man
also came the resurrec-
tion of the dead. 22 For as
in Adam all die, even so in
Christ all shall be made
alive. 23 But each one in
his own order: Christ the
firstfruits, afterward those
who are Christ’s at His
coming. 24 Then comes
the end, when He delivers
the kingdom to God the
Father, when He puts an
end to all rule and all
authority and power… that
God may be all in all.”
In Chapter 15, Paul dis-

cussed the resurrection
and the end goal of
Christ’s work in terms of
the concept of first fruits.
First fruit is a foretaste
and a sign that the full
harvest wil l  be reaped
eventually. At the end,
God truly wins and fully
satisfies His desire to
save all, because at the
end, God is all in all. God

can only be all in all if all
that He has created and
all that He desired to be
saved have indeed been
saved.
There are many more

biblical passages that
support the idea that God
will bring about the salva-
tion of all. But I don’t want
belief in the ultimate sal-
vation of all to look as a
mere stringing of pas-
sages; for it is not. There
is really a credible biblical
narrative which can be
tightly summarised as
this.
Through Christ and the

Holy Spirit, God lovingly
created all things and
through Christ and the
Holy Spirit, God lovingly
reconciles, saves and
unites all things that He
created. It is one big
amazing process of cre-
ative and redeeming love
by the Trinitarian God.

(To be continued)

Why I believe God Will
Eventually Save All
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Police investigators believe they have
made a major breakthrough with inves-
tigations into two shooting incidents
that occurred approximately two
months ago in the south of the island.
The lawmen have laid additional gun-
related charges against a well-known
figure linked to the Carenage ghetto
area, Von Cyrus, who was arrested and
charged last month in connection to
one of the incidents, which occurred in
the Mount Toute/Grand Anse communi-
ty.
Cyrus, a resident of The Carenage, St.
George, who has been on remand at
the Richmond Hill Prison since mid-
February was denied bail on charges of
Attempted Non-Capital Murder,
Possession of a Firearm and ammuni-
tion, discharging a firearm, and dam-
age to property in connection with the
incident that occurred at Mount Toute in
Grand Anse on Independence Day. 
Police investigators believe that Cyrus
was also behind the trigger of the gun
that was discharged during a second
shooting incident that reportedly
occurred in the Wall Street Grand Anse
area on the same day.
The 26-year old has been slapped with
additional charges for Attempted Non-
Capital Murder, Possession of a
Firearm and Possession of
Ammunition.  
Cyrus appeared before the St.
George's Magistrate’s Court on the
new charges last week Friday.
The matter has been adjourned to April
6.
Two weeks ago, Prime Minister and
Minister of National Security Dickon
Mitchell called on armed youths in the
Carenage and 4-Roads area to put
down their guns and to engage in build-
ing their communities.
There have been reports in the under-
world of feuding among a combined
Carenage/4-Roads gang and a smaller
group of youngsters associated with
the troublesome area known as Saigon
in the south of the island controlled by
a Grenadian described as a deportee
from the United States.
Those gangsters linked to Carenage/4-
Roads have reportedly been bringing in
several high-powered guns and testing
them at night in random firing in prepa-
ration for the anticipated battle.

VON CYRUS IMPLICATED IN INDEPENDENCE
DAY SHOOTING INCIDENT 

Von Cyrus - is currently on remand at the Richmond Hill Prison on a slew of gun-related charges
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