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DICKON MITCHELL SCOLDS
KEITH MITCHELL ON SEED

Delma Thomas – the former NNP Minister for Social
Development was frank and open in describing the extra

$150.00 as temporary
Senator Gloria Thomas – the current Minister of State

with responsibility for Social Development
Dr. Keith Mitchell – was busy this past week making calls

to several NNP-aligned radio stations

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell – provided an extract from Parliament from under
NNP rule to prove that the additional $150.00 given to SEED beneficiaries for one

year was a “temporary” measure

“…Do not let people fool you or mislead you into
thinking that somehow while they were in admin-
istration embarked upon a permanent pro-
gramme that this administration is reversing - it is
not.”
Those were the words uttered Tuesday by new

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell as he scolded the
defeated former Grenadian leader Dr. Keith
Mitchell and top members of his New National
Party (NNP) who called on the 7-month old
Congress administration to restore the
EC$150.00 that is no longer provided for persons
receiving state assistance in the controversial
Support for Education and Empowerment and
Development (SEED) Programme.
Dr. Mitchell who now holds the position of

Opposition Leader in Parliament spent the past
week appearing on several radio stations aligned
to NNP slamming the new government for not
making the payments that were initiated by his
regime which lost power on June 23, 2022.
Former Foreign Minister Oliver Joseph who lost

his St David seat to Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell in the election also appeared Tuesday on
GBN’s “To The Point Programme” and denied
that the additional $150.00 was “a temporary”
measure from the then NNP government.
As part of its onslaught against the NDC admin-

istration, the island’s main opposition party also
circulated a press release which said: “The New
National Party (NNP) is calling on the Dickon

Mitchell administration to immediately return the
One Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($150) deducted
from the monthly payment to senior citizens and
vulnerable families under the SEED program. 
“The increase was initiated by the Keith Mitchell-

led administration in 2022 to further assist the
vulnerable to meet basic needs. The party notes
that the cost of living has significantly increased
since July 2022 and therefore considers the cut
in this payment an immoral act.” 
“This action is taken at a time when there are

significant increases in electricity and impending
increases in the cost of water and sugar.  It is dis-
heartening that while the government takes away
$150 from the elderly and vulnerable,
Government Ministers paid themselves a 2000
dollars salary increase and are contemplating a
second increase.” 
“The party therefore finds it unbelievable that the

government has taken this decision to viciously
cut payments to vulnerable families across the
country.” 
“The New National Party empathises with the

hundreds of citizens and particularly senior citi-
zens and single parents who are left unable to
purchase basic medication, food and pay for
transportation to send their children to school.” 
“The NNP calls on the Government to have a

heart and refund the monies deducted.”
(Continue on page 3)
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Economic Development
Minister Lennox Andrew
has given Grenadians an
insight into the plans of
the 7-month old
Congress government to
build the Creative econo-
my which he described
as “a new area of eco-
nomic activity that we are
trying to build in
Grenada.”
Addressing the govern-
ment’s first post-Cabinet
press briefing on Tuesday
for 2023, Minister Andrew
revealed plans to hold a
national symposium of
the Creative Industries on
the island over a 4-day
period at the end of
March under the theme,
“Unleashing Grenada’s
Creative Power.”
He said the event will be
organised by the Office of
Creative Affairs which is
now being established
and the objective “is to
raise awareness of the
power of the Creative
Economy in Grenada, its
potential and challenges.”
“We want to exchange
ideas, experiences and
very importantly we want
to chart a way forward
with regards to the addi-
t ional framework that
needs to be put in place
for the development of
the Creative Industries in
Grenada,” he told
reporters.
“…We want to bring
together the Creative
Practitioners with immi-
nent international and
regional speakers, other
stakeholders such as
bankers, educators, poli-
cymakers, the legal pro-
fessionals, to share their
experiences so that we
can chart the way forward
for the development of
the Creative industries,”
he said.
According to the senior
government minister who
is the Member of
Parliament for the rural St
Andrew South-west con-
stituency, the format
being worked out will see
the symposium take
place along the lines of
presentations and group
sessions.
Minister Andrew dis-
closed that a critical part
of the development of the
Creative Industries is to
map out a national cultur-
al and creative industries
policy strategy and the
prerequisite legislation.
He sees this “as very
important for driving and
shaping the direction of
this sector.”
He also mentioned the
fact that the government
will be giving “some very
special fiscal incentives
to assist those who are
involved in the Creative
industries” including
100% concessions on
CET and VAT for selected
equipment for a period of
12 months starting March
1.
Minister Andrew told
reporters that the plan for
the Creative industries
under the Dickon

Outlining the plans for
the Creative economy

Mitchell- led Congress
administration also calls
for “increased access for
financing and technical
assistance for all those
who are involved in that
industry.”
“So, we are going to
establish a Creative
Industries Development
Fund and as indicated in
the (2023) Budget we
have an allocation of
$2M.”
“We hope to launch this
fund in the first half of the
year and through it fund-
ing will be provided for all
businesses who are reg-
istered to get support in
the area of exporting their
goods and services and
for content.
In presenting the 2023
budget, Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell
addressed the issue of
the Creative economy
and said the following
under the theme,
“Jumpstarting the
Creative Economy”:
“Mr. Speaker, the
Creative Industries is fast
becoming a new engine
of growth and develop-
ment in several
Caribbean nations. This
dynamic sector, which
ranges from traditional
arts to multimedia, has
been an important driver
of innovation and produc-
tivity growth.
Present studies argue
that the Creative
Industries can become a
pillar for economic diver-
sif ication and export
growth in the Caribbean
as this industry allows
Governments to leverage
the abundant talent and
skill of Caribbean people
and domestic capital to
produce competit ive
products and services.
In addition, the sector is
comparatively labour
intensive and can, there-
fore, help to alleviate the
chronic unemployment
problem in the
Caribbean. The Creative
Economy – which com-
prises creative industries
such as advertising, fash-
ion, design, performing
and visual arts, photogra-
phy, music, architecture,
film, podcasts, and com-
puter programming – are
the lifeblood of the cre-

ative economy.
Valued at over two trillion
dollars in 2019, the sector
contributes just over
6.1% to the global gross
domestic product (GDP),
averaging between 2%
and 7% of national GDPs
around the world.
The creative economy is
not only one of the most
rapidly growing sectors of
the world economy, but
also highly transformative
in terms of income gener-
ation, job creation and
export earnings.
Development of a
National Cultural and
Creative Industry Policy
and Strategy
Mr. Speaker, this
Administration is in the
process of laying a solid
foundation to ensure the
success of the Creative
Economy in the years
ahead. As such we will
invest in the development
of a National Cultural and
Creative Industry Policy
and Strategy.
This strategy will outline
a 5-to-10-year roadmap
for the sector’s develop-
ment.
Establishment of the
Creative Industries
Development Fund
Mr. Speaker, we have lis-
tened to the creative
community and under-
stand the challenges they
face with funding their
businesses and ideas.
Through the establish-
ment of Grenada’s first-
ever Creative Industries
Development Fund, we
will invest in registered
creative businesses that
are focused on the global
export of products, ser-
vices and content.

Special Fiscal
Incentives

Of note, in this first year,
Mr. Speaker, is the imple-
mentation of special fiscal
incentives for the
Creative Industry includ-
ing 100% concessions on
CET and VAT for selected
equipment for 12 months,
starting February 1,
2023.”

Lennox Andrews – Minister for Economic Development
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* From front page
The position of Congress
on the SEED programme
got support from the
opposition when former
Social Development
Minister Delma Thomas,
MP for St Andrew North-
west stated publicly that
the initiative was always
“temporary.”
She said: “I recall vividly
that we (NNP
Government) did add this
$150.00 per household - it
was a stimulus added to
the SEED programme…
because of the issue of
Covid. We decided to give
that particular additional
assistance for one year …
January to December.
“What I did last year was
to reach (out). I met with
my elderly, I had a func-
tion for them and I did say
to them be prepared that
this $150.00 may come
out because it was tempo-
rary at the time when we
did it, it was temporary.”
“I didn’t want to catch
them off-guard and then
they believed that I was
the minister there and we
lied to them. I told all of
them – the parents with
children too that I came
into contact with, that that
(withdrawal of the
$150.00) might be the
case.”
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell hit back Tuesday
at the NNP attack and told
Grenadians that the for-
mer Keith Mitchell- led
government had
announced the measure
to give the addit ional
$150.00 to the poor and
vulnerable in the wake of
the fal l-out from the
Covid-19 pandemic but
did not even make bud-
getary allocation for it
before it was booted out
of office by the Electorate.
PM Dickon Mitchell also
pulled out an extract from
the 2022 Budget address
by the then Minister of
Finance, Gregory Bowen,
the Number Two man in
the then NNP regime in
which he indicated that
the extra $150.00 was
“temporary”.
The Grenadian leader
said the following on the
issue: “As the Minister of
Finance I want to make
some comments in rela-
tion to the SEED pro-
gramme.
It appears that deliberate-
ly so, personnel are trying
to suggest that somehow
the government has cho-
sen to end the pro-
gramme which was a per-
manent programme by a
reduction of the
EC$150.00.
I am going to read for our
citizens and for you mem-
bers of the media an
excerpt that was taken
from the speech of the
then Minister of Finance,
Honourable Gregory
Bowen as it pertains to
the temporary nature of
the additional $150.00
that was added as part of
the economic stimulus
package on a temporary
basis to beneficiaries of
SEED.
And am reading his bud-
get statement:
“Additionally Mr. Speaker
$10 million is allocated

understand that perhaps
we didn’t do a good
enough job in
October/November to
remind citizens that this
temporary aspect was
coming to an end.
And if that is the case, we
accept responsibility for
that but do not let people
fool you or mislead you
into thinking that some-
how while they were in
administration embarked
upon a permanent pro-
gramme that this adminis-
tration is reversing. It is
not.
It is the same $18 million
that is budgeted for the
SEED programme 2021,
2022 and into this 2023
budget. And so we can
assure you that there will
be no demenition in the
normal SEED benefit.
The Honourable Minister
(Gloria Thomas) has indi-
cated that the list is being
cleaned up – and when
you listen to the category

of persons – she talked
about dead people, peo-
ple who are overseas,
people who are in prison,
people who have graduat-
ed from the programme.
What we want to ensure
is that those persons who
truly need the programme
benefit from it. We are
confident that once we
are able to sanitise the list
and we are able to ensure
that persons who need it
get, then we would be in a
better position to review to
see whether or not the
government is in a posi-
tion to do any permanent
increases to the pro-
gramme”.
Minister for Social

Services, Gloria Thomas
who also addressed
reporters at the press
briefing disclosed that
SEED is presently under-
going a recertif ication
exercise in order to sani-
tise the list.

DICKON MITCHELL SCOLDS
KEITH MITCHELL ON SEED 

under government’s
Covd-19 Economic
Stimulus package for the
provision of cash transfer
benefits in 2022. These
will be provided through
temporary horizontal
expansion of the SEED
programme to provide
support to over 1000
households.”
Now I want cit izens to
understand this: This
statement which was con-
tained in the then Budget
Statement of the
Honourable Minister of
Finance, Gregory Bowen
that statement was made
when he delivered his
Budget presentation and
it was made post or after
the preparation for that
budget.
There was in fact no bud-
getary allocation in the
budget for this and as a
result when this adminis-
tration took office in June
we came back to
Parliament and sought the
approval of Parliament for
EC$8 mill ion to in fact
fund the temporary
increase in the SEED allo-
cation of $150.00.
Let me repeat this: When
the budget statement was
read in November 2021
(by Gregory Bowen)
promising this additional
$10 million there was no
actual appropriation for it.
And so when the pro-
gramme started and there
was the addit ional
increase in 2022 there
was no budgetary alloca-
tion for it. There was no
actual Appropriation
approved by Parliament.
It is this administration
when we went back to do
the Supplemental
Appropriation that we had
to budget an additional $8
million to ensure that the
funds were spent.
This is not hidden because
the Supplementary
Appropriation went through
all of the Phases. It went
through the Finance
Committee. I am the
Chairman of the Finance
Committee and each mem-
ber of the House of
Representative is a mem-
ber of the Finance
Committee.
The Honourable Leader
of the Opposition and all
of his members who
attended the Finance
Committee meeting would
have been part of that
process of approving the
additional $8 million which
was never budgeted for
and which it was known
was a temporary measure
as part of the Covid
Economic Stimulus pack-
age for the year 2022.
And so that package
came to an end in 2022. It
was always temporary, it
was known that it  was
temporary but specifically
it was not in fact funded
by the previous budget.
It took our Supplementary
Appropriation to authorize
the spending for this and
so I want our citizens to

(Continue on page 26)
The Ministerial Complex at the Botanical Gardens has new occupants as
the National Democratic Congress of Dickon Mitchell replaced the New
National Party of Keith Mitchell as the government of the day
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FIX THE MNIB
PROBLEM!!!

It appears that from
the most recent utter-
ances from Prime
Minister Dickon
Mitchell, the National
Democratic Congress
(NDC) government is
no longer thinking of
winding up the opera-
tions of the state-
owned Marketing &
National Importing
Board (MNIB).
In speaking at

Tuesday’s post-
Cabinet press confer-
ence the Grenadian
leader briefly
addressed the issue
and did not use any
word or phrase to sug-
gest that the company
would be wound up.
THE NEW TODAY is
not in favour of the
MNIB closing its doors
to the public as PM
Dickon Mitchell did not

rule this out during his
many campaign utter-
ances for the June 23,
2022 general election.
There are many stud-
ies done on the opera-
tions of the MNIB with
the general conclusion
being that the
Marketing Board was
badly managed over
the years and suffered
from political interfer-
ence in its operations.
The recent probe by
the Integrity
Commission (IC),
headed by female
a t t o r n e y - a t - l a w
Anande Trotman-
Joseph highlighted the
many problems that
are responsible for the
company to be in the
financial red.
The new government
will be doing the public
a great disservice if it

fails to follow through
on some of the many
r e c ommenda t i o n s
made in the IC report,
especially those that
called for criminal
investigation into the
actions of some
employees over the
years.
The report alluded to
suspicion into two fires
at MNIB which many
believe was aimed at
destroying evidence of
possible corruption.
The defeated New
National Party (NNP)
government of Prime
Minister Dr. Keith
Mitchell made severe
errors in judgement in
its selection of persons
to manage the state
body over the years.
The regime was very
deceitful when it
removed a former
manager who was
under a cloud and
gave him another
prestigious job in a

government ministry
when those in charge
of state power knew
that the individual was
central in the demise
of the MNIB finances.
It was only after the
MNIB fiasco was
reported in this news-
paper that the individ-
ual was then removed
from his top-paying
position in a govern-
ment ministry.
The then Prime

Minister Dr. Keith
Mitchell knew that the
MNIB was in terrible
financial straits but
definitely lacked the
polit ical wil l  to take
serious and corrective
action.

Former board
Chairman Samuel
Andrew made an open
statement a few years
ago to the effect that
he was unsuccessful
in his numerous efforts
to get a meeting with
Dr. Mitchell who was

the l ine minister for
MNIB to appraise him
of the terrible financial
state of affairs at the
company.
This is nothing but yet
another piece of clear
evidence of fai led
leadership on the part
of the former Prime
Minister who often
boasted about his
years of service to the
country as an elected
Member of Parliament
for St George North-
west.
A former manager did
all kinds of suspicious
dealings with the
finances of the compa-
ny including the pur-
chase of expensive
first class tickets on his
many trips abroad.
It was not uncommon
to see government
ministers on the same
flight to Miami sitting in
Economy Class and
the MNIB Boss and in
most cases in the

company of his
Secretary travell ing
together allegedly on
company business.
The MNIB was forced
to shut down its loss-
making business in
Grenville, St. Andrew
and took the unfortu-
nate decision of keep-
ing all staffers on the
payroll by deploying
them on other job sites
belonging to the com-
pany.
It should be noted
that MNIB had per-
sons serving as
Chairman of the Board
over the years who
came with “impres-
sive” records of man-
agement in the private
sector but did nothing
of substance to apply
the same practices
and principles from
their own businesses
to the Marketing
Board.
These so-called top
managers know that
their own Board of
Directors would never
continue with a prac-
tice that was loss-
making since they are
in the business of
making money and a
profit at the end of the
day.
The current con-
trollers of State power
should be mindful that
the public is very
skeptical of many
things in the country
including the many
investigations over the

years into alleged
wrongdoing and the
culprits just getting a
slap on the wrist and
not serving jail time.
The message seems
to be that the
Richmond Hill prison
is only for one set of
people at the lower
end of the strata but
the real white collar
criminals who live up
there where the air is
rare and are too big
and large and among
the untouchables in
the society.
THE NEW TODAY is
urging PM Dickon
Mitchell and his NDC
government to give
MNIB a chance to
finally function as a
proper business com-
pany in the interest of
the development of
the agricultural and
agro-processing sec-
tors of the economy.
The administration
should come up with a
rescue plan for the
Marketing Board and
to put structures in
place for recruiting a
management team
that can work towards
turning around the
financial fortunes of
this important state
body.
MNIB has suffered
from mismanagement
over the years and
NDC as a government
has a responsibility to
take action to try and
fix the problem.
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Thinking of going to
Carriacou for a l i t t le
vacation? Not sure
where to stay?  Let me
point you in the direction
of the PERFECT IDYL-
LIC LOCATION. First
though, I must explain
how I came to know of
this place.
I have been vacationing
on the Sister Isle a few
times over the past cou-
ple of years. Each time I
spent most of my leisure
time at a place called
THE REEF BAR AND
RESTAURANT, right on
the main street of
Hil lsborough exactly
opposite ADE'S
DREAM. This Bar
seems to be the most
popular one in Town and
the food is DELICIOUS
while the beers are
BEASTLY COLD!!
The staff is very courte-
ous and welcoming, and
the general atmosphere
is one that compels you
to unwind and just relax

and let the cares of life
roll away for a change.
So, during my most
recent trip, while sitting
at the bar and enjoying a
few cold ones with my
counterparts we
observed a gentleman
moving around picking
up empty bottles.
We were debating

whether he was a work-
er or otherwise, when he
sauntered over to our
table and enquired if we
were 'okay". We said we
were and confided that
we were from the main-
land. He then offered us
a round of drinks, so I
made bold as to ask
rather jokingly, whether
he had shares in the
business? Much to our
great surprise, he told us
he was actually the
OWNER!
This is how we came to
meet KEN CYRUS, busi-
nessman EXTRAORDI-
NAIRE! Over lunch we
learnt about this astute

gentleman with sound
business acumen. After
just over 8 years of 'traf-
f icking' goods from
Trinidad he recognised
the advantages of open-
ing a business in the
heart of town. From that
idea, THE REEF BAR
AND RESTAURANT
was born. Shortly after
this began to blossom,
he quickly added the
ever-popular CASINO
located in the back of
the restaurant.
Born and raised in the
village of MT PLEAS-
ANT, this true son of the
soil has a finger in just
about every aspect of
business. Soft-spoken,
simple and well dressed,
he exuded humility and
generously took us on
an impromptu tour of the
island.
We were shocked to
discover that he not only
managed the REEF but
in fact, was also the
proud and successful

WELCOME TO DAYNE AND DAYNA'S
APARTMENTS CARRIACOU

We were given a look
at the inside and believe
me; the til ing and the
decor is amazing. There
is even a laundry room
well equipped with
washer, dryer and even
ironing boards. A real
'home away from home'.
The location is superb,
close enough to town,
yet not too far from
areas like Harvey Vale.
The beach is just a few
minutes away too. In
addition to this, he owns
and operates KENSUPA
CAR RENTALS AND
TOURS!
Despite his success in
business and the many
aspects which surely
must be very daunting
and time consuming on
a daily basis, Ken is a
gentleman with a keen
sense of family values.
To this extent, he
includes his children in
all areas of his business,
carefully grooming them
to take up the mantle
when the time is right.
We met his daughter
and son, a pair of
TWINS DAYNE AND
DAYNA after whom the
SEAVIEW APARTMENT
COMPLEX is named.

owner of KENSUPA
VALU SUPERMARKET
in MT PLEASANT, which
was his way of giving
back to his community
by providing them with
an alternative to having
to take the bus to town
to buy essential food
items. Prices therein
were affordable and of
good quality.
His journey didn't end
there! Having paid keen
attention to the conver-
sations between tourists
who frequented his
Restaurant and Bar, he
decided to find a way to
offer alternative accom-
modation to visitors. Not
one to idle over his
ideas, he quickly located
and purchased lands
and is currently almost
done building a spacious
and luxurious apartment
complex, which offers
VERY AFFORDABLE
one and two bedrooms
self- contained apart-
ments.

At present, they assist
in the daily running of
the restaurant and bar
and are doing an
EXCELLENT job. It is a
testimony of Ken Cyrus'
adept business practices
that he is 'keeping it in
the family'. We were
assured that the apart-
ments will be ready by
the last quarter of this
year. Doors will swing
open in time for XMAS,
and this is going to be a
real 'ONE STOP SHOP',
catering to ALL your

needs from ACCOMO-
DATION, to TRANS-
PORTATION, to GRO-
CERIES and
ENTERTAINMENT!
Therefore, I ask you
again, thinking of going
to Carriacou? Then the
choice of accommoda-
tion is CLEAR!  DAYNE
AND DAYNA'S will be
ready and waiting to wel-
come you to your HOME
AWAY FROM HOME!   
SEE YOU THERE!!

Patricia Gairy

Views and opinions expressed in 
le�ers to the editor do not 

necessarily re�ect the editorial 
position of The New Today or its 

publisher. New Today further reserves 
the right to edit for brevity &

 presentation.
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All seems to be not well at
the island’s Parliament at
Mt Wheldale overlooking
the Grenadian capital.
Informed sources told
THE NEW TODAY that
relations are rather
strained between the cur-
rent Clerk of Parliament,
Andrew Augustine and
Speaker of the House of
Representatives, Leo
Cato.
According to one source,
Augustine has been
telling close aides that he
believes Cato is making
moves to have him
replaced as the two
seemingly cannot see
eye-to-eye on several
issues at Parliament.
He identified one of the
contentious issues as an
alleged insistence by
Cato that the staffers
should start wearing uni-
form at work but
Augustine is insisting that
the Speaker has no
authority or jurisdiction
over public officers as that
lies within the domain of
the Public Service
Commission (PSC).
The following was sent

via Whatsapp by THE
NEW TODAY to
Augustine: “We are get-
t ing reports of tension
between you and the
Speaker in Parl iament
and that moves might be
afoot to remove you from
the position.”
The Clerk did not deny
the report of friction with
Cato but said it “might be
speculative.”
However, he quoted

Section 84(8) of the
Constitution Order which
“is clear that any public
off icer is subject to
removal and documents
the process” and that “the
Clerk must satisfy the
Presiding Officers, Prime
Minister and Leader of the
Opposition in his profes-
sional responsibilities.”
“On the assumption that
the moves you mentioned
(his removal from
Parliament) may be credi-
ble, since there cannot be
a sitt ing Clerk and an
Acting Clerk at the same
time...I guess it may be a
contemplation of my
retirement...However you
are a boss at what you
do,” he added.
House Speaker Cato did
not respond to the mes-
sage sent to him: “We are
getting reports of tension
between you and the
Clerk of Parliament and
that you are making
moves for him to be
replaced.”
The source claimed that
the Augustine/Cato con-
flict might also be linked
to the relationship that the
two had as members of
the Grenada Co-operative
Nutmeg Association
(GCNA) where Cato
served as Chairman of
the Board of Directors.
“Augustine was a dele-

gate in the GCNA thing
and he used to give him
(Cato) a lot of fire on the

Leo Cato vs Andrew
Augustine in Parliament

Leo Cato – did not respond to attempts to contact
him

Andrew Augustine – did not answer his cell-
phone or returned the many calls
board so he is moving to
have Augustine removed,”
said the insider, who
added, “They always
have their l i t t le ding-
dong.”
The source is also quot-

ed as saying that Cato is
trying to make fundamen-
tal changes in Parliament
with workers who are also
accusing him of trying to
take over as their boss
from the Clerk of
Parliament.
“They are tell ing him

(Cato) that he cannot be
the boss of public ser-
vants,” he remarked.
THE NEW TODAY was

told that Speaker Cato
favours the replacement
of Augustine on the
grounds that the Clerk
has a hearing issue,
wears a hearing aid and
that the island’s
Parliament might not be
the best place for him.
In addition, Cato is also

accused of trying to give
instructions for the job
appraisal of workers
which falls under the juris-
diction of the Clerk of
Parliament.
“Augustine is the public

servant, Cato is just the
(Speaker of the House),”
he remarked, adding that

some employees in
Parliament have “serious
problems with him (Cato)”
and that staffers have
been told to go to their
union as the Speaker
“cannot instruct them.”
“Cato is not a public ser-
vant to come and dictate
to public servants what to
do,” he said.
The insider pointed out

that another issue that is
creating problems within
the confines of Parliament
is the fact that some per-
sons have been given
allowances including
Travel by the State but
still want to use the vehi-
cle of Parliament.
He identified President

of the Senate Dessima
Will iams as one of the
persons who is violating
the Travelling Allowance
policy of “either you pay a
driver or you come with
your vehicle and you drive
yourself… but she wants
to use Parliament vehicle
and keep her travelling.”
When contacted, former

Ambassador Wil l iams
denied that she was get-
t ing any travell ing
allowance from the gov-
ernment as part of the
arrangements worked out
to perform her State job.Melville Street, St George’s, Grenada
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    As Grenada gets ready

to celebrate 50 years of
Independence in 2024,
it is the perfect time to
reflect on the progress
and events that have
shaped Grenada over
the years. This year,
2023, Grenada will cele-
brate 49 years of inde-
pendence.
Grenada achieved

independence on
February 07, 1974
under the leadership of
Sir Eric Matthew Gairy,
the first Prime Minister
of Grenada. History was
made as Grenada was
the first island in the
Eastern Caribbean to
achieve independence.
The only other indepen-
dent islands were the
bigger islands including
Trinidad, Jamaica, and
Barbados. 
Let’s look at what was
taking place before
independence. It can be
argued that the twenty
years prior to the
achievement of inde-
pendence had been a
potpourri of progress
and distress for the
island. Areas of social
and infrastructure
progress include the
electrif ication of the
outer parishes of
Grenada including
Carriacou and Petite
Martinique which
occurred during 1961 to
1965 following the incor-
poration of Grenlec in
1961.

The Grenada
Telephone Company Ltd
was set up in 1969 and
this marked the begin-
ning of domestic tele-
phone services for the
Grenada population. In
education, there was
the establishment of
several training colleges
such as The Teachers
training College in 1963,
the Commercial and
Domestic Arts Institute
in 1968 and the
Grenada Technical and
Vocational Institute in
1972.
Grenada opened its
first university and med-
ical school in the
Eastern Caribbean
region in 1977 with the
commencement of St.
George’s University at
True Blue. SGU today
contributes to almost
20% of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). 
Regionally, there was
the establishment and
dissolvement of West
Indian Federation
between 1958 to 1962.
The idea for federation
came from Theophilus
Albert Marryshow, a
Grenadian, who is
regarded as the Father
of Federation.
Federation started with
10 member countries in
1958 including Grenada
and was the first
attempt at Caribbean
unity and integration.
Thomas Gibbs and
Lincoln Radix were the

representatives from
Grenada who sat on the
Parliament of the West
Indies Federation.
Federation eventually
broke up in 1962 driven
by political division on
several issues. Grenada
entered Associated
Statehood in 1967, the
pre-step to self-indepen-
dence. 
Grenada held Expo ’69
from April 5 to 30, 1969
which was a regional
exposition, an idea of
Sir Eric Matthew Gairy.
Expo ‘69 showcased
Grenadian culture, per-
forming arts, agriculture
and manufacturers.
The location of Expo ’69
was in the south of the
island, and the work
done to prepare for the
exposition started the
development in the area
known today as Morne
Rouge and True blue.  
Grenada gained inter-

national recognition on
two fronts: Film and
Beauty. The film “Island
in the Sun” starring the
actor, Harry Belafonte,
was shot in Grenada in
1957 and became a
world renown film.
The film crew stayed at
the only luxurious hotel
on the island at the
time, The Santa Maria
hotel that had been built
in 1948. 
Today, the island

boasts several award-
winning luxurious hotels
including Grenadian-
owned Spice Island
Beach Resort, owned
by the late Sir Royston
Hopkin, a Grenadian
pioneer in the hospitality
industry. Then, there
was Miss Jennifer
Hosten who won Miss
World in 1970 and really
elevated the name of
Grenada in the interna-
tional world.
Jennifer Hosten was

only 23 years old, an air
hostess by profession
and from St. George.
She won the Miss World
crown amid racial
issues in South Africa
and women liberation
issues. 
At the same time, there
was the rise of trade
unions supporting the
masses of agricultural
and estate workers.
Trade unions emerged
such as the Grenada
Manual, Maritime, and
Intellectual Workers
Union (GMMIWU)
founded by Eric
Matthew Gairy in 1951.
A series of massive
labour strikes led by
working class workers
occurred right up to
February 1974. This
was the events of
Bloody Monday which
occurred on January 21,
1974 in which Rupert
Bishop (father of
Maurice Bishop) was
kil led among other
Grenadians.
The year before, on
November 18 1973, was

Bloody Sunday in which
members of the New
JEWEL Movement
(NJM) l ike Hudson
Austin, Unison
Whiteman, Kenrick
Radix and Selwyn
Strachan were attacked
and arrested in
Grenville.

The Dufus
Commission of
December 1973 investi-
gated the events that
led up to Bloody
Sunday. Finally, there
was Squandermania of
1962-63 in which Eric
Gairy as Prime Minister
was accused of squan-
dering public funds on
lavish items including a
baby grand piano
brought for the Mt.
Royal Prime Minister’s
residence. 
Nevertheless, despite
these events, Grenada
became an independent
nation on February 07,
1974 under Sir Eric
Matthew Gairy as Prime
Minister and Sir Leo
Degale as Governor-
General. There are all
the various national
symbols which identify
our independence:
national flag, national
anthem, national
pledge, national dish,
and national flower. 
Just five years post-
independence, there
was the Grenada revo-
lution events from 1979
to 1983. This remains
one of the most signifi-
cant historic events that
has shaped the tr i-
island. The revolution
put Grenada on the map
as the only English-
speaking Caribbean
Island to have a suc-
cessful armed over-
throw of the
Government in 1979,
and then a bloody end
resulting in the death of
its Prime Minister
Maurice Bishop, and
several of his cabinet
colleagues in October
1983. 
The revolution did bring
gains including an inter-
national airport. Pearls
Airport located in
Pearls, St. Andrew’s
had been the sole air-
port. The opening of the
first international airport
in 1980, Point Salines
International Airport
(now called Maurice
Bishop International
Airport) through assis-
tance from the Cuban
government, brought
the reality of internation-
al f l ights landing in
Grenada.
The establishment of
the National Insurance
Scheme (NIS) in 1983
provided social security
to workers including
pension benefits, mater-
nity, and sick leave ben-
efits. 
Moving beyond sec-
ondary school into ter-
t iary level education
became possible with
the Grenada National

On the road to 50 years
of Independence

College (later renamed
T. A Marryshow
Community College)
which opened in 1988
and provided the oppor-
tunity for associate
degrees to be earned. 
In the 1990s and into
the early 2000s saw the
rise of a new economic
sector, yachting and
marine services. This
was an expansion of the
initial tourism sector.
The development of the
Port Louis marina by
foreign investor, Peter
de Savary, transformed
the swampy lagoon
area into a berthing
yard for luxurious
yachts.
The Melville Street area
was also developed and
saw the birth of the
Esplanade and Bruce
Street mall alongside
the bus terminal

enhancing the town of
St. George’s and eco-
nomic activity in the
town. 
Sports received a boost
through the construction
of two stadia – cricket
and athletic stadiums.
This was crowned
through the achieve-
ments of sporting ath-
letes such as Alleyne
Francique who
participated in the
Olympics and came in
4th position in the 400
meters in 2008, and
then the remarkable
achievement of Kirani
James winning the gold
medal in the 2012
London Olympics in the
400 metres.
In cricket, there were
the achievements of
Junior Murray who
became the first
Grenadian to be a mem-
ber of the West Indies
Cricket team in 1992,
later followed by other
Grenadian cricket play-
ers such as Rawle
Lewis, Devon Smith,
and Andre Fletcher. 
In culture, there was
the rise of Grenadian
soca artists on the inter-

national scene. In 2000,
Wilt Cambridge known
as “Tallpree” placed 3rd
in the International Soca
Monarch in Trinidad.
This success was
expanded by Holl is
Mapp known as “Mr.
Killa”. In 2013, Mr. Killa
placed second in the
same competition, and
then in 2019 won this
competition with his hit
“Run wid it” making him
the first Grenadian and
non-Trinidadian to win
the coveted title. 
The only two notewor-
thy times of challenge
and resilience was the
passing of Hurricanes
Ivan and Emily in 2004
and 2005 respectively.
Hurricane Ivan devas-
tated over 80% of the
infrastructure on the
island, and there contin-
ues to be examples of
unfixed buildings and
ruins from that natural
disaster.
The two major revenue-
generating sectors, agri-
culture and tourism
were largely impacted.
In 2005, there was the
passing of Hurricane
Emily which was less

destructive, but impact-
ed the northern parish-
es. 
Now looking forward to
50 years, there has
been much progress,
yet there will be new
challenges and new
opportunities for growth.
The emergence of the
Creative economy will
be a new area for eco-
nomic growth along with
renewed efforts on agri-
culture and agro pro-
cessing to drive eco-
nomic growth. 
New challenges will be
posed by climate
change and impact on
the environment and
roads and buildings and
infrastructure. Finally,
there will be the old age
problem of lack of
Caribbean unity and
integration needed to
advance regional issues
such as inter-regional
travel, trade and export. 
We wish Grenada a
Happy 49th
Independence and look
forward to celebrating
50 years of indepen-
dence in 2024. 

Christell Simeon
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Prime Minister and
Minister for Finance
Dickon Mitchell has
announced a 1-month
delay in the implemen-
tation of various tax
increases as
announced in the 2023
budget, which were
expected to take effect
on February 1.
“We need the addi-

t ional t ime to make
sure that the items are
clearly identified, clas-
sified (and) published,
and that there is no
ambiguity, and so we
felt that we needed the
additional time to do so
and to communicate
with the stakeholders
who would be impact-
ed by this measure,”
the Grenadian Leader
told reporters on
Tuesday.
The Prime Minister

PM Mitchell announces 1-month delay in implementing tax increases 

Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Dickon
Mitchell: more time is needed to consult with
stakeholders on proposed tax increases

Opposition Leader Dr. Keith Mitchell - is not
convinced that increased taxes on cigarettes
and alcohol will have the expected result

      
      

Sen. Neilon Franklyn - urged the government
to consider the social ramifications of
increasing taxes on cigarettes and alcohol

said that a decision
was also taken to defer
the Value Added Tax
(VAT) increases on
sugar, drinks with high
sugar content, and car-
bonated beverages
from 15% to 20% to
March 1.
The announcement

was made during the
government’s f irst
post-cabinet media
briefing for the year,
days after both Houses
of Parliament approved
amendments to the
First and Second
Schedule of the Excise
Act, during special sit-
tings last week Friday,
giving legal teeth to a
95% increase in the
Excise Tax from 105%
to 200%, while alcohol
wil l  increase from
$1.10 and $4.40 per
litre to $1.50 and $5

per litre, respectively.
The amendments will

result in an increase in
both the wholesale and
retail price of most
alcohol products,
including beer, wine,
whisky, rum, brandy,
vodka, gin, and liqueur,
as well as all tobacco,
and tobacco substitute
products such as cig-
ars, cheroots, and cig-
arettes.
Opposition Leader Dr.

Keith Mitchell did not
support the Resolution,
which is one of several
measures aimed at
raising revenue for the
Dickon Mitchell- led
administration, which is
expected to lose $30
mil l ion due to relief
measures announced
in the 2023 budget.
“I understand the

objective of the
Government. It ’s an
attempt to raise rev-
enue based on the per-
ception that there will
be a drop in revenue
from other areas... The
problem is whether, in
fact, that objective will
be met,” Dr. Mitchell
contended.

The former Prime
Minister and Minister for
Finance recalled that in
1996 his New National
Party (NNP) administra-
tion enforced a similar
measure, which did not
reap the desired finan-
cial results.
He also called on the

Government to clarify
the goods that will be
directly affected by the
amendment, which
speaks about alcohol
and alcohol-related
products.

“I think the
Government needs to
make it very clear,
because there are
items that have a seri-
ous alcohol content
that may not necessar-
ily be part of this, and it
must be clarified,” he
argued.
“For example, you

have bay rum, methy-
lated spirits that are
used for specif ic
things, even the ques-
tion of sanitisers, some
of them are strong
alcoholic content, and

ammonia for cleaning.
I think the Government
needs to clarify exactly
what products,
because when the
public servants are
implementing some-
thing, if they are not
given clear demarca-
tion lines… then they
can sometimes act
against what the
Government’s intention
should be,” Dr. Mitchell
added.
In moving the motion

before the Lower
House, Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell
explained that the poli-
cy measure of his 7-
month old administra-
tion to increase taxes
on the selective items
is two-fold.
While it is geared to

“assist the Government
in paying for the many
fiscal measures that
will be implemented in
2023 to address the
cost-of-l iving issues
that are faced by our
cit izens,” the
Grenadian leader said,
“this will also assist the
State with raising the
much-needed revenue
to address the signifi-
cant health challenges
that we face as a
nation arising from the
abuse of alcohol which
in many cases leads to
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Economic Development
Minister Lennox “Toes”
Andrew has announced
that March 15 is the date
set by the Congress gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell to launch
“our big Grenada digital
transformation pro-
gramme”.
“It’s a big programme,
extremely important for the
country because through
this programme we want
to digitise the whole of
Grenada,” said Minister
Andrew during Tuesday’s
post-Cabinet press confer-
ence held at Parliament
Building at Mt Wheldale.
The senior Cabinet minis-
ter said that under the pro-
gramme, the intention is to
expand free Wifi internet
access to all government
buildings, community cen-
tres, sporting facil it ies,
playground and tourism
sites on the island.
He also said the govern-
ment plans to mount a
huge digital literacy pro-
gramme to teach “our peo-
ple how to use the com-
puter, how to use the
internet to pay for goods
and services and to work
online and to do business
online.”
In terms of the private
sector, Minister Andrew
disclosed that there will be
a new business electronic
payment platform put in
place that will allow the

The “big” Grenada digital
transformation programme

Lennox Andrew – assigned the portfolio of Economic
Development in the Congress administration

The Mt Hartman headquarters of Cable & Wireless which is a major telecommuni-
cations provider on the island

business community  to
sell their products and ser-
vices online.
In addition, he said the
plan is also to digitise all
government’s records.
He also mentioned the
plan of the government to
launch a special pro-
gramme under the ICT ini-
tiative called the JUMP
programme.
“With this JUMP pro-
gramme,  government will
partner with Cable &
Wireless to subsidise the
cost of internet Broadband
to eligible households so
as to bridge the digital
divide across the country,”

he said.
The minister said the

intention is to make sure
that internet services can
be made available to quali-
fying low-income house-
holds in Grenada.
He said the administra-

tion sees this as an invest-
ment “in our families” to
help them with connectivity
in terms of work, school,
and healthcare among
other things.
Under the JUMP pro-

gramme, Minister Andrew
indicated that the plan is
for “our people to receive
affordable broadband ser-
vice” at around $20.00 for

50Megawatt broadband
and to target 1500 families
in the initial phase of the
roll-out of the programme.

The Member of
Parliament for St Andrew
South-west told reporters
that free digital skills train-
ing will be made available
to all community organisa-
tions in the country plus
the company chosen as
the partner will be asked
“to provide our people with
low-cost computers.”
Minister Andrew also dis-

closed that the govern-
ment plans to unveil a
Social Pay programme as
part of its ICT initiative.
This, he said, is aimed at
people who are receiving
financial assistance from
the government on a
monthly basis in order to
eliminate the eyesore of
seeing long lines of per-
sons assembling at the
Inland Revenue
Department of the Ministry
of Finance to collect their

state-provided financial
support.
‘Our view is that we can

do something much better
than having our people in
the hot sun to collect those
monies and to provide a
better image,” he added.
Minister Andrew spoke of
the Dickon Mitchell-led
administration looking at
the situation in neighbour-
ing St Vincent & The
Grenadines in which they

provide such persons with
a card which allows them
to go to a financial situa-
tion to get the funds.
“..It could be a bank, cred-
it union – (to) use that card
to withdraw their money
and they can also use that
card for point of sale.”
“So we are presently dis-
cussing with two financial
institutions and they will
also assist us with the
training of those persons.”

According to the senior
government minister, his
ministry is presently work-
ing closely with the
Ministry of Social
Development which is
responsible for several of
the state-assisted financial
programmes for the poor
and vulnerable, on execut-
ing the project.
The plan, he said, is to roll
the programme and have
it implemented by March.
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Minister of Social and
Community Development
Phillip Telesford has out-
lined the actions to be
taken by the seven
month old National
Democratic Congress
(NDC) administration to
address the financial dif-
ficulties of the state-run
National Insurance
Scheme (NIS).
Speaking at a govern-
ment post-Cabinet
press briefing on
Tuesday, the senior
government minister
said that the last actu-
arial review of NIS that
was submitted to gov-
ernment in October
2022 revealed that “we
must take immediate
action to save the NIS
for the next generation
of Grenadians.”
According to Minister
Telesford, the Cabinet
of Ministers have taken
a number of decisions
to address the problem
including an action
plan which is due to
roll out from February

Addressing the NIS issue

Phillip Telesford – holds the post of Minister of Social and Community
Development

1 for contributions to
be increased from both
employers and
employees.

He announced an
increase in the rate of
personal contributions
from 5% to 5.5% and

by employers from 6%
to 6.5%.
“This would now

enable us to properly

fund an unemployment
benefit scheme to ben-
efit the population. This
move is extremely criti-
cal,” he said.
Minister Telesford dis-
closed that the govern-
ment wil l  also be
addressing an increase
in the retirement age
as advanced by the
Actuarial report and
the gradual increase in
employment contribu-
tions.
He also said that the
government is making
a number of adjust-
ments to the running of
the NIS and there will
be a full roll out from
the Public Relations
unit from the NIS “as to
what they are doing.”
Minister Teleford also
told reporters that
progress is being
made on what he
called “the rescue” of
NIS which in recent
years has been under
severe financial con-
straints.
He said that there is
agreement based on
conversations and
interactions with the
governing Board of
Directors that action

has to be taken to
safeguard the institu-
tion.
In presenting the 2023
budget, Prime Minister
and Minister of
Finance said the fol-
lowing about NIS: 
“National Insurance
Scheme (NIS) Mr.
Speaker, the current
National Insurance
Scheme (NIS) is an
important pillar in the
social protection archi-
tecture in this country.
Successive NNP

Governments have
kicked the can down
the road as it relates to
the tough decisions
that wil l  ensure our
hardworking citizens
are guaranteed a pen-
sion when they are no
longer able to work.
Mr. Speaker, in the

current construct, the
NIS will be bankrupt in
the next 10-12 years.
This is the harsh reality
that we face. This
Government is pre-
pared to make the
tough decisions
because we care about
our people.
Therefore, we wil l
implement the follow-

ing recommendations
of the Actuary next
year:
(i) Increase the pen-
sionable age on a
phased basis from 60
to 65, starting with a
move to 61 by January
2024.
(ii) Gradually increase
the contribution rate for
employers and
employees from its
current level of 11% to
16% by 2031, starting
with an increase in
2023 to 6.5% and
5.5%, a 0.5% increase
for employers and
employees, respective-
ly.
Furthermore, Government
will amend the NIS Act
and strengthen the exist-
ing system to include pro-
tection for children of a
deceased insured who are
disadvantaged due to the
negligence of a parent,
and the inclusion of sur-
vivors’ and maternity ben-
efits for persons who are
in common law relation-
ships.
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“Do not let people fool
you or mislead you into
thinking…while they
were in the administra-
tion, embark upon a
permanent programme
that this administration
is reversing. It is the
same $18 million that is
budgeted for the SEED
programme 2021, 2022,
and into this 2023 bud-
get.”
Those were the words
of Prime Minister and
Minister for Finance
Dickon Mitchell, who
sought to bring clarity to
the contentious issue
surrounding the
removal of a $150.00
increase in the Support
for Education
Empowerment and
Development (SEED)
payments, during his
government’s first post-
cabinet media briefing
for the year at
Parliament Building on
Tuesday.
The increase was intro-
duced by the former
Keith Mitchell-led New
National Party (NNP)
administration as a
relief measure to ease
the high cost of living
brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell has given
assurance “that there
will be no demission in
the SEED payouts to
beneficiaries.”
He said that although
the “temporary mea-
sure” was announced
as part of the COVID-19
Economic Stimulus
Support (CESS) pro-
gramme by the former
Minister for Finance,
Gregory Bowen in his
2022 budget presenta-
tion in December 2021,
“there was in fact, no
budgetary allocation (in
the 2022 budget) for
this.”
The new Grenadian
leader disclosed that
shortly after taking up
office in June, his
administration “came
back to Parliament, and
sought approval for $8
million to fund the tem-
porary increase.”
Minister of State with
responsibility for Social
Development Senator
Gloria Thomas, who
was among those who
addressed Tuesday’s
media briefing has
affirmed that the mea-
sure to increase the
payout to SEED benefi-
ciaries “ended in
December 2022.”
She noted that “per-
sons who applied for
(f inancial assistance
under) SEED and did
not reach the require-
ments according to the
Grenada Living
Conditions Index were
given a stimulus pay-
ment, which also ended
in December 2022.”
However, former

Minister for Economic
Development Oliver
Joseph contends that
“when the (then
Finance) Minister

No cut in the budgetary allocation for SEED

Minister for Social Development Gloria
Thomas:  the recertification of the SEED benefi-
ciaries list continues

Former Economic Development Minister Oliver
Joseph:  there was no indication given by the
former NNP regime that the increase in SEED
monies will end in December 2022

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell - maintains that
the $150.00 in SEED monies was a temporary
measure implemented by the former adminis-
tration for the duration of 2022

(Gregory Bowen
announced) it (the
increase in the SEED
payouts), he did not say
it would increase for
one year...”  
“Our position is, even if
it (the $150.00 was for
six (6) months or one
(1) year, now is not the
time to remove it…

when you have high
cost of living. This is the
time when you should
increase it,” Joseph told
the host of GBN’s ‘To
the Point’ morning radio
programme on
Tuesday.
According to Sen.
Thomas, the govern-
ment is continuing with

the recertif ication of
beneficiaries under the
SEED programme and
affirmed that the recerti-
f ication exercise is
geared at sanitising the
list to see the removal
of “people who have
died, students who
have graduated and are
now working, families

whose circumstances
have improved, people
are receiving other
financial benefits, peo-
ple who would have
traveled and are living
overseas, as well as
people who are on
island but are in prison.”
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Six local attorneys
have been forced to
appear before the
General Legal Council
of Grenada to face dis-
ciplinary proceedings
within the past two
years.
A newly reconstituted
body headed by retired
high court judge,
Roslyn Wilkinsn has
been meeting to deal
with applications made
by members of the
public against the
actions and behaviour
of barristers-at-law.
Some of the other

members of the body
are Director of Public
Prosecutions (DPP),
Christopher Nelson,
former Attrney-
Geneaql Dia Forrester,
former President of the
Senate Leslie-Ann
Seon who is a lawyer
by profession, as well
as former bankers,
Daniel Roberts and
Michael “Ponty”
Archibald.
The most high profile
case heard by the

The Legal Profession Code of Ethics

Council involved
female attorney-at-law
Brenda Wardally-
Beaumont in which she
was found guilty of not
handing over EC$300,
000.00 collected on
behalf of a client.

The matter was

referred by the Council
to a panel of two high
court judges who dis-
barred Wardally-
Beaumont and ordered
the Supreme Court
Registry to strike out
her name from the list
of qualified lawyers in

the country.
In some of the other
cases heard by the
Roslyn Wilkinson-led
body, some attorneys
were reprimanded for
their behaviour and
given a stern warning.
There is I place a

Legal Profession Code
of Ethics of the Legal
Profession Act.  2011.
The Code of Ethics is
to regulate the profes-
sional practice, eti-
quette, conduct and
discipl ine of an
Attorney-at-Law.
Section 34 provides
that a cl ient, or by
leave of the Council,
any other person alleg-
ing to be aggrieved by
an act of professional
misconduct (including
default) committed by
an Attorney-at-Law,
other than a law officer
of Government, may
make an application
supported by affidavit
of facts of which
he/she complains to
the Council, to require
the Attorney-at-Law to

answer the
allegation/s.
Section 35 of the

Legal Profession Act
2011 requires all appli-
cations against
Attorneys-at-Law to be
made in writing. The
applicant must present
his or her evidence in
the form of an Affidavit
for i t to be properly
before the Council.
The Attorney-at-Law
will have the opportuni-
ty to also present evi-
dence on affidavit in
response to the appli-
cant.
The Code of Conduct
for Attrneys
1.—(1) An attorney-at-
law shall in the pursuit
of the practise of his
profession, comply
with, and be subject to,
this Code of Ethics.
(2) These Rules shall
not be construed as a
denial of the existence
of other duties and
rules of professional

conduct, which are in
keeping with the tradi-
tions of the legal pro-
fession, though not
specifically mentioned
herein.
(3) Where in any par-
ticular matter, explicit
ethical guidance does
not exist, an attorney-
at-law shall determine
his conduct, by acting
in a manner that pro-
motes public confi-

dence in the integrity
and efficiency of the
legal system, and the
legal profession.
In Relation to Client
20.—(1) An attorney-
at-law shall provide
competent representa-
tion to his cl ient.
Competent representa-
tion requires the legal
(Continue on pg 18)
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Retired high court judge Roslyn Wilkinson is
the head of the council that oversees the legal
profession

Christopher Nelson – the long-standing
Director of Public Prosecutions
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Call for Prequalification for the Installation of an IT-supported Asset 
Management System in the Water Supply and Sewerage Sector of Grenada

The Government of Grenada, in partnership with the German Development Corporation (GIZ), is implementing the 
Project Climate-Resilient Water Sector in Grenada (G-CREWS). The project is jointly financed by the Green 
Climate Fund (GCF) and the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Consumers 
Protection (BMUV), under its International Climate Initiative (IKI) and the Government of Grenada, with the main 
objective of increasing systemic climate change resilience in Grenada’s water sector. 

The National Water and Sewerage Authority (NAWASA) is a statutory body responsible for the municipal water 
supply and wastewater management on the island of Grenada. 

The purpose of this Request for Prequalification (RFPre) is to solicit proposed solutions for software and services 
to meet NAWASA’s integrated digital solution for:

a) Improving the operations of the departments Transmission and Distribution (T&D), Planning and Development, 
and Production and Quality (P&Q) toward a more digital and integrated IT- supported Asset Management.

b) Addressing significant aspects of the company’s Non-revenue water (NRW) concerns

c) Improving customer service delivery

As part of the project NAWASA has decided to implement effective Asset Management (AM) Practices with the 
main objective of improving its level of service and business performance through adopting an integrated 
approach to monitoring, operating, maintaining, upgrading, and disposing of assets cost-effectively. 

It is considered important that AM practices will be implemented in parallel with the new infrastructure projects so 
as (a) to be able to capture the works in the Asset Registers in a timely manner both for Technical and Financial 
purposes and (b) to build capacity within the organization to be able to manage, operate and maintain the newly 
acquired assets.

The overall benefits expected are:

 data and evidence-based management decisions, best practice standards, procedures and workflows 

 breakdown time)

 maintenance and rehabilitation costs

Specifically, the project aims to provide a solution that can address the following: 

 installing a comprehensive software package to assist on the improvement of the Asset Management,  
 Operation and Maintenance, Non-revenue of water and costumer services 
 secure linkages to the existing billing software,
 having a combined GIS/Data Management System based on respective GIS software prescribed   
 needs, with linkage to operation and maintenance, customer and financial databases 
 ensure the use of digital forms as much as practically possible for ease of workflow including work   
 orders and asset management 
 requisite GIS-oriented training on aspects of the proposed software solution and integration. 

We are interested in a modern system architecture that promotes the exchange and extraction of information by 
utility staff. The replacement of NAWASA's current financial software is not within the scope of this procurement. 
Experience integrating with NorthStar CIS (Customer Information System), or similar systems is preferable.  

We estimate that the implementation of the solution will take approximately 18 months to complete. 
Based on a comprehensive analysis of the current situation (procedures, existing software, capacities) the 
implementation project will include all internal and external activities required to configure and deploy the new 
application as well as technical specifications and tasks for building and maintaining system interfaces, and 
integrations with critical utility applications (financials, GIS, outage management, SCADA, etc...).

The following criteria will be considered in the prequalification phase: 

1. Experiences in advisory services in the context of Asset Management of Water Companies (20%)
2. Experiences in software development in context of Asset Management of water Companies (60%)
3. Size of company (staff size and annual turnover) (20%)

Any COMPANY who is interested in providing the above-mentioned services is requested to submit the 
documents listed below:

Note: All documents have to be organized according to the below scheme and shall not exceed the below 
mentioned number of pages.

1. Provide introduction of the company and/or the consortium applying (max. 2 pages)

2. Provide the copies of original documents defining the constitution or legal status, place of registration  
 (Company Certificate), principal place of business and written power of attorney of the signatory. All  
 documents should be updated. (max. 6 pages)

3. Provide main references of accomplished similar projects within the last and not more than three (3)  
 years. (max. 10 pages)

4. Provide the total value of services performed for each of the last three (3) years. (one page per year)

5. Statements of financial capacity showing annual turnover within the last three (3) years (Statement of  
 turnover or annual tax statement of the last three (3) years) (one page per year)

6. Provide numbers of and specification of own key employees (max 10 pages)

7. Provide proof, that the consultant is observing international labour laws (one page)

8. Provide Affidavit that the firm has not been black listed by any Government, Semi -Government,   
 international development institution & private institute nor involved in any litigation in the current or  
 during the last three (3) years must be recently released. (one page)

After receipt of all documents NAWASA will prepare a short list of maximum eight (8) eligible bidders to submit 
their technical and financial offers.

NAWASA reserves the right to check other sources available to verify information submitted in the 
pre-qualification applications. If an Applicant knowingly makes a misrepresentation, or an omission of a material 
fact, in submitting information to NAWASA, such misrepresentation or omission may be sufficient grounds for 
denying pre-qualification to that Applicant, rescinding the Applicant’s pre-qualification, rejecting an Applicant.

The selection of shortlisted bidders will be done according to the criteria mentioned before.

Based on their Expression of interest, the short-listed COMPANIES will receive a Bill of Quantity as well as the 
Terms of Reference to prepare financial offer.

NAWASA requests eligible bidders to submit their Expression of Interest and the above listed documents to 
projects@nawasa.gd and in cc: wcox@nawasa.gd and hjunge@nawasa.gd Please make the subject line of your 
email communication: “PQ – IT-SUPPORTED ASSET MANAGEMENT”
Bidders are advised that they are not required to submit any technical or price offer, or any unrequested 
documents. Kindly note that the request for the offer with all relevant information will only be sent to the 
short-listed bidders.

Prequalification documents should be sent to NAWASA as electronic file no later than Friday, February 24, 2023. 
Please make sure to get an acknowledgment receipt response after sending the documents.

Contact Information
Name: Mr. Whyme Cox

Title: Manager - Planning and Development Department
Address: 

P.O. Box 392 Lucas Street, St. George’s GRENADA, W.I.
St. George’s

Grenada
Phone: +1 (473) 440-2155, +1 (473) 440-3468, +1 +(473) 459 -2703

Email: projects@nawasa.gd, wcox@nawasa.gd , hjunge@nawasa.gd
Web Site: http://nawasa.gd

By Nelson A. King
Nick Cox, the new chair-
man of the Brooklyn-
based Grenada
Independence Anniversary
Committee of New York
(GIACONY) says
Grenadians and friends of
Grenada in New York City
are in for an “amazingly
prideful series of events”
that are planned to cele-
brate the nation’s 49th
anniversary of indepen-
dence.”

Cox said on
Wednesday that the
celebrations are “a
major stop on ‘The
Road to 50’,” referring
to Grenada 50th
Independence Jubilee.
Along with the annually
held series of events, Cox
said this year’s celebra-
tions will feature the visit-
ing presence of
Grenada’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Trade and
Export, Joseph Andall;
Minister of Mobilization,
Implementation and
Transformation, Andy
Williams and Opposition
Member of Parliament,
Delma Thomas.
All of the scheduled
events in New York City,
as elsewhere, will be
held under the theme —
“The journey to 50.
Reflecting on the past.
Planning the future” —
which was chosen joint-
ly by the National
Celebrations Committee
and members of
Grenada’s Cabinet.
Acting under the

patronage of Grenada’s
Consular Office in New
York City, Cox said the
general public has been
extended “a warm invi-
tation” to celebrate the
49th Anniversary of the
tri-island state’s inde-
pendence by attending
all of the activities that
are scheduled to take
place from Jan. 27 to
Feb. 4, 2023.
The 2023 Independence
Anniversary Calendar of
Events wil l  include A
Cultural Evening —
Friday, Jan. 27, 7:00 p.m.,
at Our Lady of Refuge
Church Hall in Brooklyn;
The Independence Youth
Fest, Saturday, Jan. 28,
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., at
Our Lady of Refuge
Church Hall in Brooklyn;
I n d e p e n d e n c e
Ecumenical Service,
Sunday, Jan. 29, 4:00

Grenadians celebrate 49th Independence Anniversary in NYC

Grenada Minister of
Foreign Affairs
Joseph Andall
addressing at Town
Hall Meeting at
Brooklyn College in
September last year

p.m., at St. Gabriel’s
Episcopal Church Hall
in Brooklyn; and 49th
Anniversary of
Independence Gala,
Dinner, Awards, Dance
and Raffle, Saturday,
Feb. 4, 9:00 p.m. to
2:00 a.m. at Antun’s
Catering Hall, Jamaica,
Queens.
Cox said the culminat-
ing Gala event, at

Antun’s, 96-03
Springfield Gardens in
Queens, wil l  include
brief remarks by the vis-
iting government offi-
cials from Grenada, as
well as the bestowal of
awards.

Four outstanding
Grenadians in the
Diaspora have been cho-
sen from among several
nominees, based on their

accomplishments in rela-
tion to “a set criteria,” to
receive awards in the fol-
lowing categories:
Excellence in Community
Service Award; Cultural
Heritage Award;
Entrepreneurial Spirit
Award; and Distinguished
Children/Youth Leadership
Award.
Additionally, there will
be door prizes, includ-

ing a high-tech thera-
peutic mattress, as well
as live entertainment by
In-Sync Band, violinist
and singer Donnell Best
and saxophonist Jarel
Bartholomew.
Along with the live per-
formances, classic
music will be provided
by DJs Little Bee, Joe
Bailey, One Drop and
Naughty Vybz, Cox

said.
He said proceeds from
the Gala will be used to
cover the cost of stag-
ing the planned activi-
t ies in NYC and to
make a donation to the
Nephrology Unit (being
upgraded to offer full
dialysis services) at the
General Hospital in
Grenada.
“The entire team at the

Grenada Independence
Anniversary Committee of
New York is collectively
beseeching you to be a
part of the celebrations
wherever you are —
Grenada’s 49th
Anniversary of
Independence 2023 —
‘The journey to 50; reflect-
ing on the past; planning
the future,’” Cox said.
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“We have a very com-
petitive landscape at
the moment. A lot of
people are looking for
sun, sand, and sea, and
there is a plethora of
that around the world.
So, certainly as a
tourism organisation,
we have identif ied
sports tourism as one of
the pillars for growth
where we can have a
competitive advantage.”
This comment was
made by the Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)
of the Grenada Tourism
Authority (GTA) Petra
Roach last Tuesday as
she addressed the
launch of the off icial
campaign weeks ahead
of what has been
described as the most
crucial encounter for the
Spice Boys against the
USA national team, the
defending champions in
the CONCACAF
Nations League (CNL).
The highly anticipated
football match is sched-
uled to kick off at the
Kirani James Athletics
and Football Stadium
on March 24 at 7:30
p.m.
This will be the second
time in history that
Grenada will be hosting
the USA national team.
In the 2004 World Cup
qualifier, the Spice Boys
suffered a narrow 3-2
defeat on Grenadian
soil against the USA.
Grenada has never
qualified for the World
Cup but finished second
in the Caribbean Cup in
1989 and 2008.
The second-place fin-
ish in the 2008
Caribbean Cup gave

the country its first qual-
ification to a major inter-
national competition in
the 2009 CONCACAF
Gold Cup.
GFA President Marlon
Glean said the Spice
boys are currently
engaged in training to
prepare themselves to
be as “competitive as
possible.”
“We know of the caliber
of the US national team,
we know of all the play-
ers who are playing
around the globe in the
English Premier League
in Italy, and we expect
to match them or (to be)
better than them on that
day,” Glean remarked.
Interim Coach of

Grenada’s Senior men’s
team, and former
national player Anthony
Modeste has expressed
satisfaction with the
performance of the
players in training so
far.
“We are ramping the
fitness of the players -
we have been working
hard. The coaching staff
has been diligent in pro-
viding the necessary
work for the players,”
Modeste said, adding
that the players have
been showing up in
their numbers every day
to train.
He said while “a few of
the locals” wil l  be
selected to play in the
upcoming match “for
sure,” there is a need to
bring in some experi-
enced players from
overseas.”

Also attending
Tuesday’s launch was
Minister for Sports Ron
Redhead, who reiterat-

ed the “government's
commitment to promot-
ing the development of
grassroots schools and
community programs
through the enforce-
ment of our national
policy on sports and
physical activity.”
Minister Redhead said
the upcoming match
between the US and
Grenada national teams
“signals another great
attempt to raise the
standard of football
played on the island
and will advance the
policy of sports
tourism.”
With football having an
“audience of between
four (4) to (5) bi l l ion
people”, the GTA CEO
said that she is “very
enthusiastic about the
benefits that it  (the
upcoming CNL match
against the USA) will
bring us.”
“The kind of coverage
that we are going to
have online, and on the
air, we’re talking about
ESPN, that’s over 208
million people whose
eyes are going to be on
this (match) and if you
look at the US as the
competitor, that’s where
61% of our overall visi-
tation comes from. So,
it gives us a really fan-
tastic platform to spread
the word about
Grenada,” Roach
remarked.
“We also know that we
are going to get some
good traction out of the
UK as well because
that’s where most of the
players are based,” she
said.

Capitalising on
Sports Tourism

Chief executive Officer of the Grenada Tourism Authority (GTA), Petra
Roach along with President of the Grenada Football Association (GFA),
Marlon Glean, and Sports Minister Ron Redhead along with some mem-
bers of the Senior men’s national team 
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March 5 is the date set
for the annual conven-
tion of the ruling
National Democratic
Congress (NDC) of new
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell.
It will be the first gath-
ering of delegates at the
highest decision making
body of the party follow-
ing its 9-6 victory at the
polls on June 23
against the New
National Party (NNP) of
former Prime Minister
Dr. Keith Mitchell.
THE NEW TODAY

understands that one of
the most important
issues to be decided at
the convention is the
election for the key post
of General Secretary to
help with the organisa-
tional work needed to
put NDC in a good posi-
tion to win the next gen-
eral election.
He said that there has
been some dissatisfac-
tion with the level of
work of the current
holder of the post
Learrie Barry and that

Learrie Barry – present NDC General Secretary

NDC sets date for convention

Raphael Paul – has eyes on the key executive
position

the position.
He pointed out that
several names are
under consideration but
the frontrunner is a for-
mer Member of
Parliament who is cur-
rently living outside the
country.
The source said that
contact has been made
with the individual to try
and lure him back to
Grenada to take on the
task of General
Secretary of NDC to
help in the badly need-
ed process of rebuilding
the party.
One person, Raphael
Paul who is from the
West coast has sig-
naled his intention to
contest the post and
has started his cam-
paign for the position.
Paul has already sub-
mitted his campaign
promotion “directly to
party and constituency
leaders, and members,
throughout the country.”
“I am Raphael Paul -
Pablo and I've served
as Chairman of both the

St. John, and St. Mark
Constituencies. When
NDC won the St. John's
seat for the very first
t ime, I was the
Chairman of that
branch, and the de
facto day-to-day man-
ager of the campaign.”
“I chaired every con-
stituency meeting, save
one, and was also one
of the main speakers.
Uncle Tilly, Glen Noel,
Kem Jones et al, can
attest to that.”
“Just as I was able to
renew the presence of
our NDC, and lift its pro-
file in St. Mark when I
became the branch
Chairman in April 2021;
conceived and directed
the first Town Hall meet-
ing in July of that same
year; and afforded PL
Dickon Mitchell the
opportunity of his first
such event in February
2022, with the theme,
"A Partnership of the
People and the
Politician," I shall bring
the same
"Transformation" capac-

ity to bear on our NDC
party, when I'm elected
as General Secretary,
on Sunday, March 5th.”
Congress will also be
looking for a new party
Chairman as the current

holder of the post of
Minister with responsi-
bility for Carriacou &
Petite Martinique
Affairs, Tevin Andrew is
not seeking re-election. 

Congress leaders are
currently on the hunt for
a replacement.
He referred to Barry as

“just a good talker” but
not one who is willing to
do the hard work on the
ground that goes with
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The Legal Profession Code of Ethics
* From page 12
knowledge, skill, thor-
oughness, and prepa-
ration reasonably nec-
essary for the
representation.
(2) An attorney-at-law
shall always act in the
best interest of his
client, represent him
honestly, competently,
and zealously, and
endeavour, by all fair
and honourable
means, to obtain for
him the benefit of any
and every remedy and
defence which is
authorized by law,
steadfastly bearing in
mind that the duties
and responsibilities of
the attorney-at-law are
to be carried out within
the bounds of the law.
(3) The interests of his
client and the exigen-
cies of the administra-
tion of justice should
always be the first con-
cern of an Attorney-at-
Law, and rank before

his right to compensa-
tion for his services.
21.—(1) Before advis-
ing on a client’s cause,
an attorney-at-law
should obtain ful l
knowledge thereof,
and give a candid opin-
ion of the merits or

demerits and probable
results, of pending or
contemplated litigation.
(2) An Attorney-at-Law
should be reluctant in
proffering bold and
confident assurances
to his client, (especially
where employment

may depend on such
assurances) always
bearing in mind that
seldom are all the laws
and facts on the side of
his cl ient; and that
“audi alterem partem”
is the safest rule to fol-
low.
(3) Where a dispute
allows for settlement
without litigation, an
Attorney-at-Law should
advise his client to set-
tle the dispute.
22. An Attorney-at-Law
shall, at the t ime of
retainer, disclose to his
client, all the circum-
stances of his relations
to the parties with
whom the cl ient
intends to bring an
action, and his interest
in or in connection with
the controversy, ( i f
any), which might influ-
ence the client in his
selection of an attor-
ney-at-law.
23. An attorney-at-law
shall scrupulously

guard and never
divulge his cl ient’s
secrets and confi-
dences, except with his
client’s consent.
24. An attorney-at-law
shall treat adverse wit-
nesses, litigants, and
other Attorneys-at-Law
with fairness and cour-
tesy, refraining from all
offensive personal ref-
erences and shall
avoid demeaning his
client’s personal views.
25. It is the right and
duty of an Attorney-at-
Law to undertake the
defence of a person
accused of a crime,
regardless of his own
personal opinion as to
the guilt of the person;
and having undertaken
such defence, he is
bound by all fair and
honourable means, to
present every appropri-
ate defence that the
law of the land permits,
so that no person may
be deprived of life or
liberty except by due

process of the law.
26.—(1) An Attorney-
at-Law may represent
multiple clients only if
he can adequately rep-
resent the interest of
each, and if each con-
sents to such repre-
sentation, after full dis-
closure of the possible
effects of multiple rep-
resentation.
(2) In all  situations

where a possible con-
flict of interest arises,
an Attorney-at-Law
shall resolve all con-
flicts by leaning against
multiple representa-
tion.
(3) Notwithstanding
any other paragraph of
this Part, no Attorney-
at-Law shall represent
both the

(Continue on page 20)

   
    
   
 

 
   
 

   
    

    
   

    
   

  
  

  
  

   
   

  
 

   
    
   
    
  

  
   
  
  

 
 

  
  

 
   
    

   
    
   

   
   

   
   

 
  

 
  
  
   

    
   
   

   
   

  
  

    
   
    
  
  

  
   
  

    
    

   
  
   
     
   
   

 
   

      

  
 
 

  
  

  
  

   
  

   
 
 

  
  
    
   
  

   
   

 
  
  

    
  
   
    

 
  

   
   

   

  
     

    
 

  
  
 

 
  

 
  

   

   
   

   
  

   
  
    

 
   

    
   
  

   
     
    

   
    
    

  
   

   
  

    

 
  

   
    

   
   
 
 
  

    
    
   

Attorney-at-law Leslie-Ann Seon is a member
of the council

Michael Archibald – one of the private sector
representatives on the body
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As of February 2024,
Grenada may perhaps
realise the genesis of a
new Public Service; this
would be the situation with
the effecting of an envi-
sioned new Pension
Regime for public ser-
vants, as a crucial aspect
of Pension Reform.   
According to the 2023
Budget Statement deliv-
ered by Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell on 5
December 2022, “to
secure the future of this
country, pension reform is
quintessential – a must. In
this regard, we have
established a five-member
Committee chaired by

NEW STATUS, RULES AND BENEFITS ENVISAGED
FOR GRENADA’S PUBLIC SERVANTS (PART ONE) 
By J. K. Roberts Economist Dr Curlan

Gilchrist and comprising of
key stakeholders with a
mandate to devise a new
Pension Regime for all
employees who will join
the Public Service after
January 2024”. 
Who and what are really
at stake?  Who is repre-
senting and negotiating for
those employees joining
the Public Service after
January 2024, as the ‘real’
key stakeholder in the
process? 
What are the precautions
and guidelines to ensure
that the ‘quality and perfor-
mance’ of the Public
Service is not further
reduced and tainted by the
implementations of the
new conditions.
The immediate previous

i n t e r n e t - c i r c u l a t e d
article,”Genuine Transparency
And Collaboration For
Grenada’s Pension Reform“,
evaluates that the establish-
ment of this Committee is
nothing ‘exciting and extraor-
dinary’, since there have been

repeated versions and/or
derivatives of the said com-
mittee as far back as in 1995
without any serious progress
or any resolution on the issue,
but disappointments with
much financial, psychological
and opportunity harm.
Pension Reform as an
integral item of a ‘complex,
challenging and continu-
ous’ process of restructur-
ing the Public Service is
now not restricted to this
sector, but it has overall
application.
The main addit ional

aspect for national pen-
sion reform concerns the
National Insurance
Scheme (NIS), but this
matter is apparently out-
side the ‘direct and prima-
ry’ scope of Gilchrist’s
Stakeholder Pension
Reform Committee. 
In similar fashion about
the pensions-benefits for
public servants; the Prime
Minister laments that the
NIS is facing the harsh
reality of being “bankrupt
in the next 10-12 years”,

due to “successive NNP
(‘New National Party’)
Governments have kicked
the can down the road as
it relates to the tough deci-
sions” to be taken. 
Dickon thus declares in
the Budget that the
National Democratic
Congress (NDC)
Government will imple-
ment the recommenda-
tions of NIS Actuary,
amend NIS Act, and
strengthen the existing
NIS system. 
It would be worthwhile
though, for the general
population including public
servants and youths, to
grasp and be wary about
the source and scope, as
well as the social-econom-
ic impact, of the rhetoric of
the Government about
Pension Reform; particu-
larly gauging the gradual
increasing of the pension-
able age from 60 years to
65 years starting with a
move to 61 years by
January 2024 and the
increasing of NIS’s contri-

bution rate from 11% to
16% by 2031 starting in
February 2023 from 6.0%
and 5.0% to 6.5% and
5.5% for employers and
employees respectively. 
There should be much
‘anxiety and anticipation’
regarding the ‘outcome
and decision’ of Gilchrist’s
Stakeholder Pension
Reform Committee, even
as Dickon is hopeful of
reaching and launching
the new Pension Regime. 
Dickon’s optimism comes
mainly because of the
‘boost in prominence’ of
the 23 June 2022 NDC-
administration, by its hon-
ouring of the 2022 Justice
Raulston L. A. Glasgow
Judgment for the restora-
tion of the ‘full and proper’
payment of the constitu-
tionally entitled pension
benefits to all retired quali-
fied public servants, based
on what has been pre-
scribed by the 1958
Pensions Legislations. 
However, the realisation
of this goal for the new

Pension Regime depends
mainly on the cooperation,
participation and concur-
rence of the Trade Unions
Council (TUC), particularly
by those unions represent-
ing public servants, and on
the success of the
Government’s tactics of
scaring the general popu-
lation about the sustain-
ability of its current fiscal
obligation and of hinting
unfairness for the “classi-
cal” public servants to
benefit from two pensions-
schemes which are sup-
ported by the State. 
The ‘central but taunting’

task for the Committee is
to reconcile or to synchro-
nize those two pensions-
schemes, as stipulated by
the 1983 National
Insurance Act and the
1958 Pensions
Legislations; whilst a criti-
cal haunting point for the
curiosity and preoccupa-
tion of Grenadian-citizens
is the fail ing of the
Government ‘not’ to repeal
the 1983 Pensions

(Disqualification) Act, even
despite the recent ruling.  
In terms of ministerial
configuration, it could be
said that a new Public
Service was manifested
with the installation of the
new Cabinet of Ministers
on 30 June 2022; that is,
eleven (11) elected and
non-elected individuals
were allocated responsibil-
ities for the various busi-
nesses of the Government
as provided in sections 58,
59 & 60 of the 1974
National Constitution.
Very evident in the swear-
ing-in ceremonial was the
realignment of the min-
istries and the transfer of
the Permanent
Secretaries, with most of
the ministries / Ministers
been assigned Transition
Leads to ‘advise and
guide’ concerning the
transformational platform
of the new NDC adminis-
tration, “Let’s Move
Grenada Forward”. 

(Continue on page 26)
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The Legal Profession Code of Ethics
* From page 18
(a) mortgagor and mort-
gagee; or
(b) vendor and vendee
except where both parties
seek independent legal
advice and present evi-
dence of the written con-
sent of both parties to
such joint representation.
27.—(1) An attorney-at-
Law shall deal with his
client’s business with all
due expedition and shall,
whenever reasonably so
required by the client,
provide him with full infor-
mation as to the progress
of the client’s business.
(2) It is improper for an
Attorney-at-Law to accept
instructions in a matter
unless he can handle it
without undue delay.
28. Where an Attorney-at-
Law determines that the
interest of his cl ient
requires it, he may, with
the specific or general
consent of the client, refer

his business, or part of it
to another attorney-at-
law, whether or not a
member of his own firm.
29.—(1) An Attorney-at-

Law on the record may
instruct one or more
Attorneys-at-Law to
appear as advocates.
(2) A Queen’s Counsel

shall be entitled to accept
instructions, appear, or do
any work without a junior,
unless by doing so, he
would be unable to prop-
erly carry out his instruc-
tions or conduct his case.
(3) Where more than one
Attorney-at-Law appears
as an advocate for the
same party in the same
proceedings, the decision
of who shall lead the con-
duct of that case shall,
subject to the instructions
of the client, be settled by
the attorneys-at-law rep-
resenting that party
before they appear in
court, and shall not be
altered during the course
of the proceedings, and
the leader shall have all
authority over the conduct
of the case.
30. An attorney-at-Law,
including a Queen’s
Counsel, who appears
with the leader, is entitled
to negotiate with the
leader, a fee for his ser-
vices.
31.—(1) An Attorney-at-

Law is entitled to reason-
able compensation for his
services, but should avoid
charges which either
over-estimate or under-
value the services ren-
dered.
(2) The ability of a client
to pay, should not justify a
charge in excess of the
value of the service ren-
dered, though the client’s
indigence may require a
charge that is below such
value, or even no charge
at all.
32. An Attorney-at-Law
should avoid controver-
sies with clients regarding
compensation for his ser-
vices, as far as is com-
patible with self-respect,
and his right to receive
reasonable compensation
for his services.
33. The right of an
Attorney-at-Law to ask for
a retainer, or to demand
payment of out-of-the-
pocket expenses and
commitments, failing pay-
ment of which, he may
withdraw from the case,

or refuse to handle it,
shall not be exercised,
where the client may be
unable to find other assis-
tance in time to prevent
irreparable damage being
done to his cause.
34. Where an Attorney-at-
Law engages a foreign
colleague to advise on a
case, or to cooperate in
handling it, he is respon-
sible for the payment of
the latter ’s charges,
except where there is
express agreement to the
contrary, but where an
Attorney-at-Law directs a
client to a foreign
Attorney-at-Law, he is not
responsible for the pay-
ment of the latter ’s
charges, nor is he entitled
to a share of the fee of
the foreign Attorney-at-
Law.
35. An Attorney-at-Law
may at any time withdraw
his services—
(a) where the client fails,
refuses, or neglects to
carry out an agreement
with, or his obligation to,
the Attorney-at-Law, as
regards the expenses or
fees payable by the
client;

(b) where his inability to
work with colleagues, or
to advocate the case of
his client in court, indi-
cates that the best inter-
est of the client is likely to
be served by his with-
drawal;
(c) where his client freely
assents to the termination
of his services;
(d) where by reason of
his mental or physical
condition, or other good
and compelling reasons,
it is difficult for him to
carry out his services
effectively; or
(e) in cases of conflict, as
contemplated under
these Rules.
36. —(1) An Attorney-at-
Law should not appear as
a witness for his own
client, except as to mere-
ly formal matters.
(2) Where an Attorney-at-
Law is a necessary wit-
ness for his client, with
respect to matters other
than such as are merely
formal, he should entrust
the conduct of the case to
another Attorney-at-Law
of his client’s choice.

Retired banker Danny Roberts – sits on the
General Legal Council
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GUT Co-operative Credit
Union is proud to
announce the rebranding
of the Credit Union with
a new name and new
location in the heart of
St. George’s.
Located on the corner

of Cross and Halifax
Streets in St. George's,
the new location wil l
allow the credit union to
better serve its members
by providing a more
modern, convenient and
comfortable banking
experience.
The Credit Union’s new
name comes from the
word nexus meaning
“connection”. We want to
celebrate the role the
Credit Union has played
in the lives of its original
foundation members-
teachers, while acknowl-
edging the interconnec-

tivity of people and com-
munity. 
It serves as a reminder
of the ripple effect that
financial  independence
can have on  families,
then communities, and
the nation as a whole.
The tag line, “With you,
wherever your road
leads” embodies this
connection, and the
credit union’s role in the
members’ journey.
The new building is
designed to reflect
NEXA's commitment to
providing leading-edge
financial products and
services. 
The new headquarters
features state-of-the-art
technology, spacious,
comfortable lobbies and
private offices, with easy
access to public trans-
portation.

"We are thrilled to open
our new headquarters
and provide our mem-
bers with a more modern
and convenient banking
experience," said
Retesha Smith Boyd,
General Manager of
NEXA Credit Union. 
"Our new brand is our

recommitment to our
members of our role in
supporting them through
providing top class finan-
cial service options that
match their evolving
needs."
The new location is
open for business start-
ing Monday 23rd
January 2023.
The credit union invites

its members and the
community to visit the
new headquarters and
experience the differ-
ence.

GUT Co-operative Credit Union becomes
NEXA Credit Union with New Head

Quarters in St. George's

Mr. Louis Williams (President) Mrs. Denise Decoteau (Founding Member) &
Mrs. Retesha Smith Boyd (General Manager)

The seven-month old
Dickon Mitchell- led
Congress government
has recruited 15
Community Development
officers to serve at the
constituency level and to
be the linkage between
the communities and gov-
ernment.
This was disclosed by

Social and Community
Development and
Housing Minister Phillip
Telesford as he
appeared Tuesday
alongside several gov-
ernment ministers at the
first post-Cabinet press
briefing for the New
Year.
“We expect all of the

constituencies to acti-
vate community groups
and all others desirious
of building strong com-
munities,” said the min-

Phillip Telesford: Community Development
Officers have been recruited

Phillip Telesford  - Minister with responsibility to
Community Development and Housing Minister

ister.
‘This would be the con-
tact that we will use to
administer our commu-
nity-based development
programmes,” he
added.
Minister Telesford went
on to say: “…We
encourage you to con-
tinue to form your
groups. We are aware
that a number of groups
have since been formed
– it’s non-governmental
groups (NGO’s) and so
we encourage you to
continue to do that.”
“We will be rolling out a
series of activities. We
are still in the planning
process - still crystalis-
ing the plans for the
actual activities to be
held in the various com-
munities,” he told
reporters.

Minister Telesford dis-
closed that January 16
was the first day of
engagement with these
Liaison Community
Development officers for
the orientation process.
He said that when this
process is completed
“we expect to roll out the
activities throughout the
various constituencies.”
The senior government
minister also made
some brief remarks on
the status of the
Chinese-funded and
built low-cost houses in
several parts of the
island including
Beausejour in St
George North-west and
Corinth in St David.
Construction work on
the houses started
under the former 2018-
2022 New National

Party (NNP) govern-
ment of defeated Prime
Minister Dr. Keith
Mitchell but were never
distributed.
One senior government
minister in the former
regime was quoted as
saying that the plan was
to hand out the houses
after the election, fear-
ing that those who did
not get will most likely
vote against the admin-
istration.
According to Minister
Telesford the indepen-
dent committee appoint-
ed by government to
review the application
has more or less com-
pleted its work and “we
are in the process of
concluding the vetting
and selection of appli-
cants.”
In addition, he said the
Housing Authority of
Grenada (HAG) has
approached a number of
local joiners to submit
bids to build closets and
cupboards to complete
the homes and get them

in a state of readiness to
the occupants.
The minister stated that
the committee is cur-
rently looking at sam-
ples to ensure that the
joiners can deliver the
scope of work on time
and within a particular
cost range.
He also expressed con-
cern that many
Grenadians are not
aware that the Housing
Authority was offering
soft loans up to EC$48,
000.00 “at very conces-
sionary interest rates.”
He said that HAG con-
tinues to issue those
loans to people and
appealed to those who
have been delinquent in
their payments to expect
the authority to imple-
ment “certain remedies
to ensure that that does
not continue.”
‘We believe that the
Housing Authority of
Grenada has to run as a
business,” he added.

Invited guests at the rebranding and opening at the new location in St George’s

          
Page 21.qxp_page 21  26/01/2023  2:33 PM  Page 1



LOCAL NEWSPage 22 THE NEW TODAY Fri., Jan 27, 2023

Governor of the St.
Kitts-based Eastern
Caribbean Central
Bank (ECCB),
Grenadian Timothy
Antoine has described
both the Bank’s 40th
anniversary milestone
and its accomplish-
ments as “especially
gratifying because the
past 40 years have
been anything but
smooth sailing.”
Speaking January 19
at the launch of the
40th Anniversary
Celebrations in the Sir

Cecil Jacobs
Auditorium at the
ECCB Headquarters in
BasseTerre, Governor
Antoine pointed out
that, “We have
endured external eco-
nomic shocks, hurri-
canes, volcanoes,
recessions and, most
recently, a pandemic.
But here we are, still
standing.”
The ECCB Governor
said that, 40 years on:
“Our foreign reserves
have grown from under
EC$150 million to over

EC$5 bil l ion; bank
deposits have risen
from EC$1 bil l ion to
over EC$24 billion, and
our staff complement
has increased from 55
to 272 with representa-
tion from every mem-
ber country.”
Governor Antoine con-
tinued: “This evening, I
confirm that our EC
dollar remains strong
with a foreign reserves
backing of 91 percent.”
On July 7, 1976, the
EC Dollar became
pegged to the US

Dollar at a fixed rate of
EC$2.70 to US$1.00
during the existence of
the ECCB’s predeces-
sor, the East
Caribbean Currency
Authority (ECCA),
which was headquar-
tered in St. Kitts from
May 20, 1975 after
Barbados withdrew
from the ECCA to
establish its own
Central Bank.
On July 5, 1983, seven
Eastern Caribbean
Governments signed
the Agreement estab-

ECCB Governor highlights the Bank’s endurance
and hard-won gains as it celebrates 40 years

Timothy Antoine - Governor of the Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB) in St Kitts

lishing the ECCB and it
was put into force on
October 1, 1983, oper-
ating out of the former
ECCA Headquarters
before opening in its
present location on
October 29, 1994.

The Eastern
Caribbean Central
Bank is the Monetary
Authority for a popula-
tion of more than
600,000 people span-
ning six sovereign
states: Antigua and
Barbuda, Dominica,
Grenada, Saint
Christopher (St Kitts)
and Nevis, Saint Lucia,
and Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines, and
two overseas territories
of the United Kingdom:
Anguil la and
Montserrat.
Governor Antoine told
Thursday night’s
launch that, “Over the
past f ive years, the
ECCB has received
five global awards, all
recognition of our initia-
tives and innovations
as we continue to build
on the rich legacy of
our framers and
founders,”
In 2022, the ECCB
received the Central
Banking Green
Init iative Award for
install ing its solar
canopy project at the
Bank’s headquarters
and significantly reduc-
ing its carbon footprint,
and the Best New
Banknote Series Award
from Reconnaissance
International.
In 2021, the ECCB
received the Central
Bank Digital Currency
(CBDC) Infrastructure
Award at the FinTech
&amp; RegTech Global
Awards hosted by
Central Banking.
In 2018, Governor
Antoine was named
Central Bank Governor
of the Year for the
Caribbean by
GlobalMarkets. In
2017, the ECCB was
awarded at the World
Institute for Action
Learning (WIAL)
Global Conference.
“It is said, in chal-
lenge, there is opportu-
nity,” the ECCB
Governor noted in his
thought-provoking ret-
rospective, while
adding: “Look at us
now! The ECCU is one
of the strongest mone-
tary unions in the
world.”
The ECCB Governor
added: “The foregoing
imperatives are critical
even as our Central
Bank, inter alia, dis-
charges its mandates
in respect of monetary
stability, financial sta-
bil i ty and payments
modernisation as per
the ECCB Agreement
and our Strategic
Plan.”
Governor Antoine con-
tinued: “Ultimately, our
big push should aim to
double per capita

income in the Eastern
Caribbean Currency
Union (ECCU) over the
next decade.”
Today, per capita income
in the USA is approxi-
mately US$60,000. In
comparison, per capita
income in the ECCU is
approximately US$9,000
(EC$24,300) or 15 per-
cent of US per capita
income.
The Governor of the
Eastern Caribbean
Central Bank offered a
sobering assessment
of this income dispari-
ty, saying: “A 2.5 times
increase of ECCU per
capita income over 40
years and the lack of
faster convergence of
the ECCU to US living
standards is a very dis-
appointing outcome.
This performance is
reflective of the many
exogenous shocks our
Region has endured,
as well as some policy
choices. The key take-
away, then, is that we
must revamp our
development strategy
to relentlessly pursue
resilience and transfor-
mation.”
The ECCB Governor
went on to say: “As we
set our sights on the
fifth decade, let us
press forward with an
unbridled sense of
imagination, determi-
nation and collective
action. Let us be ambi-
tious, bold and coura-
geous. As a Region,
we cannot change our
history, we cannot
change our geography
but collectively we can
elevate our develop-
ment trajectory through
innovation and collec-
tive action.”
Governor Antoine also
made a clarion call for
“a strong decade of
resilience and transfor-
mation – a big push!”
during Thursday’s
launch of the ECCB’s
40th Anniversary
Celebrations.
Citing examples of
what the results of this
big push may look like,
Governor Antoine
touched on Wealth
Creation; Food and
Nutrit ion Security;
Energy Security, and
Digital Transformation.
“Over the next

decade, we must strive

to have at least 1 in 5
persons (20 percent)
invested in both
regional and interna-
tional capital markets.
And let me be clear: I
am not speaking of
crypto assets,” he said.
“Our Region imports

about 80 percent of all
the food we consume.
Meantime, almost 8 in
10 deaths are from
Non-Communicable
Diseases (NCDs). As a
critical first step, let us
meet the CARICOM
target to reduce our
food import bill by 25
percent by 2025.”
On Energy Security,
he said that “about 90
percent of our energy
needs are powered by
fossil fuels, which
means only about 10
percent are powered
by renewables. As a
consequence, we pay
some of the highest
electricity rates in the
world and are vulnera-
ble to the volatile oil
market. Let us resolve
to change that with, at
least, a tr ipl ing of
renewables over the
next decade. I hope
the example of our
Central Bank will be of
some inspiration.”
Long before the first
day of October 2023,
the date that the ECCB
was established 40
years ago, its
Headquarters will be
carbon neutral. This is
due to its solar canopy
project started in 2019,
which was recognised
with the Central
Banking 2022 Green
Initiative Award.
In elaborating on the
issue of Digital
Transformation, Governor
Antoine said: “Estimates
indicate that only about
60 percent of our people
have broadband connec-
tivity. The pandemic laid
bare the gap between the
connected and the
unconnected. We must
accelerate our work to
build out a digital econo-
my. That process starts
with ensuring that high-
speed broadband con-
nectivity is accessible,
affordable and reliable. It
also necessitates the
development of a wide
range of digital skills to
secure the new and
emerging jobs.”
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Education Minister David Andrew - alcohol is
the leading cause of local hospital admissions
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By CMC News
The developers of the
146-room Kimpton
Kawana Bay hotel pro-
ject in Grenada say
while an amiable settle-
ment remains open, the
“extensive damage to
the project caused by
the actions of the for-
mer government admin-
istration in Grenada has
severely complicated
and handicapped the
efforts towards settle-
ment”.
Prime Minister Dickson
Mitchell said his new
administration, which
came to office in June
last year, is open to
negotiate a settlement
with the developers with
a view to the project
being completed.
“Unfortunately, the

extensive damage to
the project caused by
the actions of the for-
mer government admin-
istration in Grenada has

severely complicated
and handicapped the
efforts towards settle-
ment. We welcome the
prime minister’s state-
ment and remain open
to the possibility of an
amicable settlement in
the interest of all stake-
holders,” the developers
said in a statement
posted on their website.
Owned and developed

by True Blue
Development, whose
major shareholder is a
former ambassador at
large to Grenada,
Warren Newfield, the
now incomplete tourism
project on Grand Anse
beach is a Citizenship
by Investment (CBI)
approved project.
Under the CBI pro-
gram, Grenada pro-
vides citizenship to a
foreign investor in
return for making a sub-
stantial investment in
the socio-economic
development of the

island.
The resort was due to
open in late 2021 and
operated by one of the
world’s leading boutique
hotel operators,
Kimpton Hotels &
Restaurants, part of the
Intercontinental Hotels
Group (IHG).
But the developers last
year filed a complaint
with the International
Centre for the
Settlement of
Investment (ICSID).
The Washington-based
ICSID is an arm of the
World Bank devoted to
resolving international
investment disputes
against sovereign
states.
According to the devel-
oper, the arbitration was
filed because the previ-
ous government had
imposed unilaterally, a
limitation on the use of
CBI funds for the con-
struction costs of the
hotel.

(    

PM Mitchell announces 1-
month delay in implementing

tax increases 

Kawana Bay developers
say amicable settlement

remains open

Artist impression of 146-room Kimpton Kawana Bay resort (File Photo)
“On July 1, 2022, we
filed our Memorial on
the Merits, setting out
the details of our claim
with supporting expert
reports. The
Government of
Grenada would have
been required to file its
response in the form of

a Counter-Memorial by
December 2022, but
forestalled this on
November 1, 2022 by
making a preliminary
application objecting to
ICSID’s jurisdiction and
seeking to bifurcate
those jurisdictional
objections into a sepa-

rate phase.
“On December 28,

2022, we filed a com-
prehensive response
rebutting the
Government’s objec-
tion. At this juncture, the
tribunal may either
make a ruling on the
matter or conduct a

hearing on whether to
bifurcate the dispute.
In 2021, Newfield

resigned as an ambas-
sador-at-large and con-
sul general to the gov-
ernment of Grenada,
citing anti-business poli-
cies as the reason
behind his decision.

* From page 8
significant renal failure
and the abuse of ciga-
rettes which oftentimes
leads to significant res-
piratory illnesses.”
According to Minister

for Education, Youth,
Sports and Culture,
Senator David Andrew,
statistics indicate that
“alcohol is the leading
cause of local hospital
admissions.”

Minister Andrew
informed the Upper
House that “there are
several other initiatives
that don’t require being
passed here (in
Parliament) which will
be engaged in by this
administration.”
During the 2023 bud-

get debate Opposition
Senator Neilon
Franklyn had expressed
concern about the
social ramifications of
the increased tax on
cigarettes and alcohol,
contending that “people
who are addicted to
these goods, would not
purchase less of it in
response to the tax
increase.”
“In fact, what would

happen Madam
President is that while
their income remains
fixed, and the cost of
these goods go up, the
disposable income for
the household will be
reduced,” he said.

The opposit ion

Senator also expressed
the view that the gov-
ernment should work
towards breaking the
addictive habits,
through rehabilitation
and education rather
than ad hoc tax increas-
es.
During last Friday’s sit-

t ing Sen. Franklyn
implored the govern-
ment side “to consider
the social ramifications,
and not just the health
benefits or the econom-
ic outturn that may

come with the policy
measure”.
“I understand fully the

intent behind it, and it is
commendable that the
government sees fit to
move in the direction to
implement some sort of
measures to deal with
alcohol and cigarette
consumption on the
island but the social
ramifications need to be
considered,” the
Opposition Senator told
the Upper House.
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Plumbers, electricians, and air conditioning technicians interested in 
working on the maintenance of Government buildings are invited to 
send in an application to fcl@spiceisle.com which includes the following 
information:

Name
Address
Contact Information
Qualifications
Experience
Three (3) references

Letters should be addressed to:

Financial Complex Limited
P.O. Box 3287

St. George

Please send all applications and CVs to fcl@spiceisle.com
Submission Deadline: 28th February 2023

PLUMBERS, ELECTRICIANS, 
A/C TECHNICIANS WANTED

WANTED

Financial Complex Limited is seeking to fill the position of General Manager. As a 
statutory body, Financial Complex Limited is tasked with two main responsibilities: 
the management of maintenance of government buildings and the preparation and 
facilitation of Public Private Partnerships.

The Accountant will have the following key responsibilities:

- Manage all aspects of finance and reporting
- Adhere to accounting practices and protocols
- Meet deadlines and implement accounting procedures

Requirements:

- A professional accounting certification such as ACCA, CMA, etc.
- Minimum of 5 years’ experience in the field
- Analytical and problem-solving skills
- Knowledge of QuickBooks, Advanced Excel, and Microsoft Suite

Experience in Human Resource Management would be an asset.

Please send all applications and CVs to fcl@spiceisle.com
Submission Deadline: 28th February 2023

Salary commensurate with education, skills, and experience.

Vacancy

Accountant

Many countries in South
America are now in a
state of troubling
unease. Recent events
in Peru have catapulted
it to the forefront of
security concerns in all
i ts dimensions. But
worry also exists about
other countries which
are tiptoeing through
political minefields that
could explode overnight.
Although the causes of
these conditions of dys-
phoria are ascribed to
hostilities between politi-
cal parties in their con-
stant battles to control
power, the root of the
problem lies in inequali-
ty, injustice and racial
and ethnic discrimina-
tion.
The dispossessed,
throughout Latin
America, found a voice
and a champion among
left- leaning parties
which demand change.
The elite and the privi-
leged, including the mili-
tary, maintain their eco-
nomic and social
advantage through right-
wing political parties and
alliances with powerful
multinational companies

from North America and
Western Europe. The
two sides are persistent-
ly in conflict.
These conditions have
been portrayed in the
poetry of Pablo Neruda,
the novels of Isabelle
Allende, Gabriel García
Márquez, and Mario
Vargas Llosa among
others; and in the
painstaking research
and raw descriptions in
the works of Marie
Arana and Eduardo
Galeano.
In his seminal work,
Open Veins of Latin
America, in one sen-
tence, Galeano
poignantly describes the
structural divide in many
Latin American societies
– “The system has mul-
tiplied hunger and fear;
wealth has become
more and more concen-
trated, poverty more and
more widespread. That
is recognized by the
documents of special-
ized international orga-
nizations in whose
aseptic vocabulary our
oppressed territories are
‘countries in the process
of development’ and the
pitiless impoverishment
of the working class is
‘regressive income dis-
tribution’.”
And, in as much as the

judgement may seem
harsh, there is a sober-
ing truth in Marie
Arana’s assertion in,
Silver, Stone and
Sword, that “… extrac-
tive societies such as
Latin America’s are built
on social injustice. They
are designed and main-
tained by a ruling class
whose primary goal is to
enrich themselves and
perpetuate their power.
They thrive when
absolute privilege reigns
over absolute poverty”.
None of this is to say
that, over the years, pro-
gressive elements in
Latin America have not
succeeded in pushing
for institutional change.
They have been aided
in the work of the United
Nations Human Rights
bodies, and in the
efforts of the Inter-
American Commission
and Court on Human
Rights. Authoritative
external organizations
have been hugely
instrumental in pushing
governments to adopt
international treaties on
human rights and non-
discrimination.
But adherence to

treaties and laws is only
as good as effective
implementation of their
values. In this connec-

tion, not all law enforce-
ment agencies and gov-
ernments have been as
dutiful as they could
have been. Thus,
inequality has continued
and the desire by the
disadvantaged to over-
turn it has escalated.
The role of the military
has also not been neu-
tral or respectful of their
constitutional require-
ment to be apolitical ser-
vants of the executive
branch and subordinate
to their civilian comman-
der-in-chief, the presi-
dent. As social unrest
escalated throughout
Latin America in the
decades between 1964
and 1985, military dicta-
torships took control in
several countries includ-
ing Brazil, (1964), Chile
(1973), Uruguay (1973),
and Argentina (1976).
It was the military that
pressured Evo Morales
in November 2019 to
abandon his disputed
Presidency in Bolivia.
The same military acted
heavy-handedly to sub-
due street protests over
the controversial instal-
lation into the
Presidency of the right-
wing, opposition repre-
sentative Jeanine Añez.
While in Argentina and
Chile, the return to

democratic regimes was
“accompanied by transi-
tional justice, a reckon-
ing with the past and a
recognition that the
armed forces had
strayed from their con-
stitutional mission”, as
one political commenta-
tor put it, the role of the
mili tary in Brazil and
Peru remains question-
able.
Brazil’s president Lula
da Silva dismissed the
country’s army chief,
General Julio Cesar de
Arruda, in the aftermath
of the storming of sever-
al government buildings
by the supporters of for-
mer president Jair
Bolsonaro on January 8.
Lula said he suspected
collusion by “people in
the armed forces”.
In Peru, where elected
president, Pedro
Castillo, was ousted on
December 8, after an ill-
advised and clumsy
attempt to suspend the
Congress, which was
seeking to impeach him,
his vice-president, Dina
Boluarte, was sworn in
to replace him. He was
carted off to prison at a
police base that tr ig-
gered protests in the
rural areas and poorer
neighbourhoods in the
capital.

In response, police
raided San Marcos
University, detaining
hundreds of protestors.
This was part of a vio-
lent crackdown on the
protestors which has left
many dead or seriously
injured. The UN Office
of the High
Commissioner for
Human Rights
(OHCHR) in Peru con-
demned the Peruvian
administration over the
violence used to curb
the protests.
But the fundamental
problems driving the
unrest remain ignored –
a huge gap between
rich and the poor, partic-
ularly the people in the
South of the country
who feel neglected by
its institutions and, most
of all, its hugely unpopu-
lar congress, which is
largely viewed as a tool
of the rich and powerful.
Hemispheric institu-
t ions, such as the
Organisation of
American States (OAS),
should seek a construc-
tive role in Peru, and
they must keep a watch-
ful eye on the military
and right-wing forces in
Brazil which may yet
turn on President Lula.
It is difficult to see what
practical role the OAS

can play in resolving the
political issues in Peru,
but, at the very least,
the member states must
let the Peruvian govern-
ment know that further
brutality against protes-
tors wil l  receive the
strongest condemna-
tion; and, instead, they
should seek meaningful
dialogue to address the
deep-rooted issues in
the country.
In the meantime,

Caribbean governments
and polit ical parties
should ensure that, in
their own countries, eco-
nomic inequalities must
be discouraged.
Dissatisfaction is fuelling
the fire of unrest in Peru
and other Latin
American countries; it
must not spread to the
Caribbean.
(Sir Ronald Sanders is
Antigua and Barbuda’s
Ambassador to the
United States of
America and the
Organisation of
American States. He is
also a Senior Fellow at
the Institute of
C o m m o n w e a l t h
Studies, University of
London and Massey
College in the
University of Toronto) 

Economic inequality at the root of protests:
Police brutality not the answer A    
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By Ulrika Modéer and
Tsegaye Lemma

UNITED NATIONS - The
multilateral system, even
in the face of heightened
geopolitical tension and
big power rivalry, remains
the uniquely inclusive
vehicle for managing
mutual interdependencies
in ways that enhance
national and global wel-
fare. The complex chal-
lenges of a global pan-
demic, climate emergency,
inequality and the risk of
nuclear conflict cannot be
dealt with by one country
or one region alone.
Coordinated collective
action is required.
Without coordinated and
timely collective global
action in recent years to
respond to the COVID-19
pandemic, global suffering
would have been far
greater.

Init iatives such as
COVAX and the UN’s
socio-economic response
to COVID-19 not only
helped mitigate the public
health emergency, but
also help decision-makers
look beyond recovery
towards 2030, managing
complexity and uncertain-
ty.
The devastating war in
Ukraine has been a colos-
sal blow to multi lateral
efforts by the international
community to maintain
peace and prevent major
wars. However, multilater-
al cooperation cannot be
declared obsolete – it is
crucial in efforts to put
human dignity and plane-
tary health at the heart of
cross-border cooperation.
The recent Black Sea
Grain Initiative agreement
represents a key testa-
ment to the value of multi-
lateral cooperation work-
ing even in the most
diff icult circumstances,
ensuring the protection of
those that are most vulner-
able to global shocks.

The Value of Strong Multilateral
Cooperation in a Fractured World

The COVID-19 pandemic demonstrates the value of
multilateralism. Human suffering was greatly
reduced by collective actions such as the COVAX ini-
tiative to accelerate development and deployment of
vaccines. Credit: UNDP India

showed that the multilater-
al channel, when com-
pared with bilateral chan-
nel, remains
less-polit icized, more
demand-driven, more
selective in terms of pover-
ty criteria and a good con-
duit for global public
goods.
Notwithstanding the insti-
tutional and bureaucratic
challenges that the multi-
lateral system faces, which
must be addressed head-

on, a retreat from a shared
system of rules and norms
that has served the world
for seven decades is the
wrong response.
Those of us in the multi-
lateral system, especially
in the UN development
system, must recognize
the difficult work that lies
ahead. We must continue
to demonstrate that each
tax dollar is spent judi-
ciously and show trace-
able results, while uphold-

ing the highest standards
set out in the UN charter.
Improved transparency on
how and where we spend
the funds entrusted to us
by our key partners and
the IATI standard have
long been adopted as key
requirement outlined in the
funding compact.

The Multi lateral
Organisation Performance
Assessment Network and
other donor assessments
have recognized the sys-
tems’ value for money and
confirmed that partner-
ships with other UN enti-
ties improve programmes
and effectively integrates
multiple sources of exper-
tise.
Of course, the system
must continue to build on

successes and lessons to
prove to our partners that
we remain worthy of their
trust and drive our collec-
tive agenda.
However, the true value of
multilateral cooperation
can only be fully realized
with strong political com-
mitment by partners
matched with the neces-
sary financial investment.
Ulrika Modéer is UN
Assistant Secretary-
General and Director of
the Bureau of External
Relations and Advocacy,
UNDP; Tsegaye Lemma
is Team Leader, Strategic
Analysis and Corporate
Engagement, Bureau of
External Relations and
Advocacy, UNDP.

Without this agreement,
global food prices would
have risen even further,
and vulnerable countries
pushed further into hunger
and political unrest.
The multilateral system is
faced with the ostensible
imbalance in matching
humanitarian and develop-
ment needs with Official
Development Assistance
(ODA) commitments.
Despite some donors’
efforts to maintain – and
even increase – their ODA
commitments, others are
faced with increasing
politicization of aid – and it
is part of the political cal-
culus.
With the war in Ukraine
still raging, there is real
possibil i ty that several
donors will tap into ODA
budget to cover the partial
or entire cost of hosting
Ukrainian refugees and
rebuilding the devastated
Ukrainian infrastructure
and economy.
The UN system, a core
part of the rule-based
international order, is fund-
ed dominantly by voluntary
earmarked contributions.
Ultimately, this gives donor
countries influence over
the objectives of global
public good creation.
Funding patterns tend to
be unpredictable, making

it hard to strategize and
plan for the long term.
Although earmarked fund-
ing allows the system to
deliver solutions to specific
issues with scale, the sys-
tem’s lack of quality fund-
ing support risks eroding
its multilateral character,
strategic independence,
universal presence, and
development effective-
ness.
The recently launched
report by the Dag
Hammarskjöld Foundation
and the UN’s Multi-Partner
Trust Fund Office showed
that more than 70 percent
of funding to the UN devel-
opment system is ear-
marked, compared to 24
percent for the World Bank
Group and IMF, and only 3
percent for the EU.
As the world faces daunt-
ing development finance
prospects in 2022-2023,
investments should focus
on protecting a strong and
effective multilateral sys-
tem; the system that
remains trusted by coun-
tries and partners for its
reliable delivery of ser-
vices.
It has also proven to com-
plement bilateral, south-
south and other forms of
cooperation – beyond the
traditional development
narrative. An ODI study
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* From page 19
Striking also, with surprises
for analysts and critics, was
the inclusion of the
Transition Leads and the
creation of a Ministry of
Mobilisation, Implementation
and Transformation; notably
in view of the general philos-
ophy for ‘smaller govern-
ments’ as a cost-cutting
measure, and with the non-
existence of a Parliament. 
However; this new minis-

terial occurrences on
entry, can be explained as
being consistent with
NDC’s 2022 elections-
manifesto to “Align gov-
ernment ministries to
meet developmental
needs of the country ...
Build capacity for strategic
policy management and
coordination“.  

Both the NDC’s
Manifesto and Budget
underscore that “trans-
forming the public sector
is an absolute necessity”

and consider the “regulari-
sation of Government
employees” and “reform of
the existing pension
arrangements”, as chief
connected components
which are to be undertak-
en in the process towards
this transformation end.

It should be instructive
how Dickon seems to
make ‘condit ional the
undertaking and achiev-
ing’ of those issues by
reiterating that “ ... reform
of the existing pension
arrangements must go
hand in hand with staff
regularization”. 
With reference to perti-

nent remarks at the 31
October 2022
Government Townhall
Meeting, this reiteration
seems to be directed to
the TUC which have been
over the past years, con-
stantly raising the need for
meaningfully addressing
of the precarious issues in
the Public Service; that is,

typically about the entitle-
ment of constitutional pen-
sion benefits and the dif-
ferent categories of
temporary workers operat-
ing in a permanent man-
ner in significant positions. 
Those expressions would

spur an ‘alert and experi-
enced’ individual to pon-
der about any implied
‘tradeoff with intimidation’;
recall how the article
“Pensions Payment
Should Not Be Exploited
By Grenada NDC
Government“, also warns
about the ‘approach and
decision’ to be taken in
the bargaining process
about future salaries and
fringe-benefits for public
servants.  
According to those NDC’s
political documents, the
Administration’s policy
and projects regarding
Public Service Sector
Reform reflect that “the
NDC values its public ser-
vice, and aims to create

ONE public service ... in
the l ight of “the past
(‘NNP’) Administration
created a dysfunctional,
parallel public service sys-
tem that has resulted in
low morale, low productiv-
ity, and a culture of wide-
spread disenchantment”. 

The crit ical concern
though, is whether or not
the new ruling NDC
understands what con-
tributed to this scenario in
the Public Service; and
about the goodwill and
forthrightness, as well as
the willpower and capaci-
ty, of this Administration to
now have the situation
better.
The main factors to grap-

ple with about the Public
Service are the upholding
of the 1983 Pensions
(Disqualif ication) Act,
polit ical appointments,
applied prescriptions for
Public Service Sector
Reform, 2014-2016
Structural Adjustment

Programme with the 2015
Fiscal Responsibility Act,
proliferation of profession-
al contracted personnel
and outsourcing of
Government’s services,
and the urgent response
to school-leavers for jobs;
all tainted by abuse of
Executive powers.  
What is the real context

and substance of the
statement by Dickon
about the new Pension
Regime for public ser-
vants?  Aren’t there
undertones and obscuri-
ties in the utterance?  
Indeed, a lot of clarifica-

tions and confirmations
should be forthcoming. In
addition to the possibly
misinterpretation about
‘mutual conditionality’ for
reforming the pensions
scheme and regularizing
the Government workers,
the word “join” in the perti-
nent statement can be
misleading. 
What is the ‘meaning,

depth and application’ of
this ‘key operative’ word?
Does “join the Public
Service” carry and require
the same legal treatments
as “appointed in the
Public Service”; or at what
point is this expected to
be obtained? 
Does ‘once joins’, neces-

sitate and expect the
Government respecting
the 1999 Labour Code
and the 1969 Statutory
Rules and Orders of the
Public Service
Commission, with ‘proper
employment’ for all
employees who will join
the Public Service after
January 2024, to ensure
and realize fair treatment
and security of tenure of
those employees, as pub-
lic servants in accordance
with the provisions of the
Constitution? 

In fact, the Grenadian
citizens are yet to know
the terms of reference
and framework parame-

ters for the mandate of
Gilchrist’s Stakeholder
Pension Reform
Committee.
Is it fair to gamble the

sovereign constitutional
rights and socio-economic
prosperity of prospective
public servants “to secure
the future of this country”,
especially when the
process is in isolation of
or without having the ‘new
and novice’ Prime Minister
announcing and initiating
forensic enquiry into the
past management of the
Public Service, so that the
State’s assets can be
accounted for and recov-
ered? 

Moreover; the citizens
and public servants in
particular should be curi-
ous and preoccupied
about the cost to be
incurred for the establish-
ment of Gilchrist’s
Stakeholder Pension
Reform Committee, espe-
cially in the light of the
tremendous monies ‘gam-
bled and wasted’ by the
Government under the
NDC and the NNP, on
pertinent projects involv-
ing committees, consulta-
t ions, researches and
court-cases in devising
‘conspiracy and injustice’
against the “classical”
public servants.

On this note, all retired
Government workers who
were deprived of the ‘full
and proper’ payment of
pensions-benefits, by the
application of the 2003
Special Pensions Act
(Cap. 308B), like the case
for Hermilyn Armstrong
who received calculations
based on the 2012 Justice
Margaret A. Price Findlay
Judgment, should seek
and ensure to have
redress under Justice
Glasgow 2022 judgment.
Is there any moral, patriot-
ic and/or constitutional
reason for TUC to revert
to being abuse?  

Is the Government about
being “open, honest and
to have dialogue with our
citizens” about the consti-
tutional pensions scheme
which is a critical public
affairs issue, by it capital-
ising on the ‘uninformed,
gullible, vulnerable and
enthusiastic’ youthful job-
seekers who may have to
resort to taking employ-
ments in the Public
Service; or even by hav-
ing the Government frus-
trating the school-leavers
who have determined to
pursue a career such as a
teacher, nurse or a police
officer?

Would the Grenadian cit-
izens, especially public
servants and/or their fami-
l ies (and including the
TUC) who have under-
gone ‘blood, sweat and
tears’ and to be now
enjoying the constitutional
pensions-benefits after
over forty years, ‘sell and
betray’ all employees who
will join the Public Service
after January 2024, in a
referendum to deny these
recruited and entering
public servants the same
pensions-benefits? 

In fact, would the ‘con-
science and goodwill’ of
parl iamentarians, Ms.
Delma Thomas of the
Opposition and Ms. Gloria
Thomas of the
Administration, who may
be privileged to secure, in
addit ion to those pen-
sions-benefits as well as
the general benefits under
the 1983 National
Insurance Act, the special
benefits under the 1989
Pension (Members Of
Parliament) Act, allow for
a public servant appointed
on or after 01 February
2024 to be at a gross ‘dis-
advantage and disparity’
to those appointed on or
before 31 January 2024? 

Advocate To Transform
Employees Pensions
Security Up Not Down!

NEW STATUS, RULES AND BENEFITS ENVISAGED
FOR GRENADA’S PUBLIC SERVANTS (PART ONE) 

DICKON MITCHELL SCOLDS
KEITH MITCHELL ON SEED 

* From page 3
She pointed to the list
having names of the
dead on it, as well as per-
sons such as students
who have already gradu-
ated and are now work-
ing, as well as families
whose circumstances
have improved, and peo-
ple who are also receiv-
ing other financial bene-
fits from the State.
In addition, she cited as
SEED beneficiaries, per-
sons who have travelled
abroad and now living
overseas as well as peo-
ple who are currently held
in custody at the
Richmond Hill prison.
According to Minister
Thomas, off icers
attached to her ministry
are now going around to

the homes of beneficia-
ries to verify the informa-
tion and not merely to
remove names from the
SEED programme.
“If persons fall in the cat-

egory named above the
names will be removed.
The temporary measure
that was employed to
assist families to cope
with the impact of the
Covid-19 ended in
December 2022,” she
said.
In addition, the female

government minister stat-
ed that persons who
applied for SEED and did
not reach the requirement
as they did not receive a
good grade from the
Grenada Living Condition
Index – these persons
were given a stimulus
payment which also

ended in December
2022.
Minister Thomas denied

that the budgetary alloca-
tion for SEED was cut by
Congress, saying that
EC$18 million was bud-
geted for the programme
in 2022 by the previous
government and this year
the same EC$18 million
was again budgeted for it.
“So there was no cut in

the budgetary allocation
facing the beneficiaries.
We are hopeful that once
our implementation plans
start rolling out the face
of the ministry wil l
improve – we will be bet-
ter poised to provide bet-
ter services and to make
some crit ical changes
that are needed to
improve service delivery,”
she said.
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Short-term only. 
Fully furnished 2-bedroom Apt
at Springs, St. George.

Comes with all the amenities
– just bring your clothes &

come.
Call: 420-2442 or 407-4401

for details 
********

Affordable apartment in
Barbados near to U.S
Embassy and Airport.

Call: 246-234-3679 or
246-259-9187
********

Bougainvillea Apts
Self-contained apts centrally
located in Grand Anse by
shopping centers, banks,
beach,transportation, fully
equipped for self-catering with
full kitchen, veranda, cable
TV, internet. Ideal for
long/short term lets. On SGU
hospital bus routes.
www.grenada-bougainvil-

lea.com   or 
bougainvillea@spiceisle.com

Call:444-4930
********

Two bedroom apt Calivigny
road

Call: 4350-0116 
********

3 bedroom unfurnished
upstairs house in Beaulieu,
St. George opposite the
Spice Basket. 
Whatsapp Only: 456-1012 

********
One studio apt in Upper
Woburn, St. George. 

Call: 415-1074 
********

One bedroom furnished apt in
Woburn. 

Call: 449-3974 

Coaster buses for sale
Email:

Busofficegda@sgu.edu
********

43,560 sq ft of commercial,
Industrial land at Clarkson
Bay Road, Woodlands
Call: 440-2331, 405-2331, 

415-2331
********

Land for Sale at Morne
Rouge .   Foundation and
Driveway excavated.  

Front retaining wall.  
Great sea view.  

Call 415-2331; 405-2331; 
405-2331
********

Anyone has a Radiator for the
Diahatsu Terios 1999 model
and is willing to sell, please

call 420-2442.

Certified Events Planner
Planning your next event:
Weddings, Baby showers,

Birthday parties,
Engagement and more.

Call: 459-5865 for more info

FOR RENT
Call: 1 (473) 435-9363

email: newtoday.gnd@gmail.com
website: www.thenewtodaygrenada.com

Follow us on our Facebook Page:
The New Today Grenada

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Free Online Advertising 

HOPE CITY, ST. ANDREW’S

EXCLUSIVE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT – 
FULL INFRASTRUCTURE – SPECTACULAR 

OCEAN VIEW - 2 BEACHES WITHIN WALKING 
DISTANCE – LOTS FROM 10EC$/SQ.FT

CALL TODAY: 439-6646 OR 406-3649

WWW.HOPEESTATEGRENADA.COM

LAND FOR SALE  

   
   
  
 
  
 

  
   

   
   
  
 

 
  

 
  

  
 

  
    
    
   
   
  
    
   

    
   

    
  
    
  
   

    
    
  
  

  
  

   
  
   
   
 

 
  
 
  
  

   
    
 

  
    
    

   
    
    

  
  

  
  

  
   

   
   

   
  

 
  
  

  
  
  

   
   
   
   
   

  
  
  

   
  

   

 
   

   
   
   

   
    

  
   

   
   
  
   

 
  
  
   
   

  
  
   
  

 
 

   
   

    
  
   
    
   

   
   

   
    
    
   
  
   

   
  
  

    
   
  

   
   
   

  
   

   
  

    
  

   
  

   
    

  
    
   

  
 

  
 

   
    

  
  

   
   
    

  
    

   
   
   
  

   
   
  
   

   
   

   
  
  
  

  
  
  

   
  
   

   
   

   
   

     
  
   
   

   
  

   
  
  

  
  

   
    
   
  

   
  

     
   

    
   

   
    
    
   
  
 

  
  
   

  
   
   
  
    
  
  

 
   
 
    
   
  

   
   

 
   

  
  

  
  

 
   
   
   
    

  

LAND FOR SALE
 of land at Mt. Parnassus with breathtaking 

views of hills and valleys and ocean. 
Residential neighbourhood. 

 
in this established neighbourhood. 

  

of 

with sea views and close access to the main road. 

South East coast. Rectangular in shape. 

LANDS FOR SALE SERVICES

VEHICLES FOR SALE

'Coming this February 04th, 2023 at the 
National Stadium Car Park - the tool general is 
back for a spectacular pre-Independence sale.  

Big and small, we have tools for tradesman or 
"do it yourself" projects.

The Tool General - we don't just sell tools, we 
sell Independence.

Happy 49th Grenada.

TOOL SALE!!!

WANTED
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By Busani Bafana
BULAWAYO - African
countries, many reeling
under high debt and expe-
riencing economic reces-
sion, could benefit from
the reallocation of Special
Drawing Rights (SDR),
financial instruments of
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF).
SDRs are interest-bear-
ing units of accounts cre-
ated by the IMF in 1969 to
increase the off icial
reserves of member coun-
tries. External shocks that
have hit the world in the
last two years have
reversed socioeconomic
gains and efforts to pro-
tect vulnerable communi-
ties in Africa, says Adam
Elhiraika, Director of the
Macroeconomics and
Governance Division at
the Economic
Commission for Africa
(ECA).
Normally, many African
countries would get con-
cessional finance, borrow
money from the markets

and inequality of the SDR
quota system.”
To date, nearly USD 1 tril-
lion US dollars has been
allocated by the IMF,
including USD 456 billion
and SDR equivalent to
USD 650 billion, approved
in August 2021 to help low
and middle-income coun-
tries cope with the impact
of COVID-19.
According to the United
Nation Conference on
Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), African coun-
tries need more than 200
billion USD to counter the
socioeconomic impacts of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Excerpts:
IPS: Why is it necessary
to reallocate SDRs, and
how would this realloca-
tion benefit African coun-
tries?
AE: SDR is a supplemen-
tary reserve asset which
the Board of the IMF
unconditionally allocates
to all or part of its mem-
bership when it deter-

mines that there is a need
to boost global liquidity.
Allocations are based on
economic size hence
poorer countries receive
less than rich countries.
For instance, Africa collec-
tively received 5.1 percent
of the recent SDR650 allo-
cation. Consequently,
while the SDR allocation
provided very welcome
liquidity to African coun-
tries to cope with the pan-
demic crisis, the consider-
able f inancing needs
associated with the pan-
demic and the overlapping
crises currently facing
Africa (including the cli-
mate, food, and energy
crises) mean that Africa
needs more than its cur-
rent allocation.
The recent SDR alloca-
tion has mostly been used
by African countries to
bridge their post-COVID
liquidity challenges. More
specifically, most countries
in Sub-Saharan Africa
allocated part of their SDR
holdings to address their
pandemic response or

social spending needs. At
least 41 Sub-Saharan
countries made use of
SDRs for various public
spending, including vac-
cine procurement and
pandemic relief, ration
cards, welfare payments,
wages, and budget sup-
port.
Further, the median SDR
util ization rates of G7
countries are about 5.9
percent, which means that
G7 members alone could
potentially reallocate $266
billion of SDRs to vulnera-
ble countries. So, recy-
cling/reallocations of the
unused SDRs from coun-
tries with strong external
positions, such as G7 and
G20, could provide much-
needed and affordable
resources to vulnerable
African countries.
Already, African countries
are constrained by high
debt, is tapping SDRs a
viable route to affordable
financing for economic
development and SDGs?
SDR reallocations are
made by countries that

choose to make their own
SDRs available to other
countries that need them
by lending them to an
institution like the IMF.
Tapping into SDRs is one
of the options for improv-
ing Africa’s access to
affordable external
finance.
African ministers have
been advocating for an
acceleration of the imple-
mentation of SDR re-allo-
cation mechanisms
aligned with the needs of
African economies. This
includes considering
channelling unused SDRs
by G20 through regional
banks, such as the African
Development Banks, to
support the development
financing of Africa. Since
the interest rates associat-
ed with SDR lending are
much lower than prevail-
ing market rates, on-lend-
ing SDRs via market
mechanisms can lower
the cost of borrowing and
leverage critical invest-
ments in countries with
market access.

Africa Wants IMF Special Drawing Rights Re-Allocated to Finance Its Development

African countries are looking for cheaper
funding for infrastructure development.
Credit: Busani Bafana/IPS

or mobilise it domestically
– all options the global
pandemic has compro-
mised.
The ECA, in collaboration
with African ministries, is
advocating for the
issuance of new SDRs
and the re-allocation of
existing SDRs to countries
most in need.
“We need to reform the
G20 Common Framework
to make access to interna-
tional financial markets
and debt restructuring
effective and inclusive,”

Elhiraika told IPS in an
interview.
He added that: “Africa
would benefit from having
a permanent seat at the
G20 through its African
Union, just as European
Union and the
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and
Development (OECD) are
represented. This wil l
bring the voice of more
than one bill ion people
into the G20 processes,
including discussions
around debt restructuring
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With a view to complet-
ing the Population and
Housing census by
September this year,
Economic Development
Minister Lennox
Andrews has issued an
appeal for individuals to
provide the relevant
information to enumera-
tors attached to the
Central Statistics Office
(CSO).
Minister Andrews

issued the call during
the government’s first
post cabinet media
briefing for the New
Year at Parl iament
Building on Tuesday,
highlighting the impor-
tance of the exercise,
which wil l  inform the
government’s policy
decisions.
He said the census
which began in
November 2021, wil l
present a clear picture
as to what is actually
happening on the
ground.

An appeal to reluctant
Grenadians

Economic Development Minister Lennox
Andrews - the government is looking to com-
plete the population and housing census by
September

“It provides very impor-
tant data for govern-
ment to make informed
decisions and to design
policies and pro-
grammes that are rigor-
ously adapted and suit-
ed to the needs of our
people,” he said.
Minister Andrew gave
assurances that the
information provided by
home owners wil l  be
confidential.
“We want to take this
moment to ask our peo-
ple to please provide
the support to the enu-
merators as they come
to your doorstep to ask
you some basic ques-
tions - the information is
highly confidential so
don’t be afraid…tell
them the story as is,” he
told reporters.
The housing and popu-
lation census seeks to
ascertain the status of
households, the living
conditions, including the
number of occupants,
and whether they are
employed or unem-
ployed among other
things. 
Minister Andrews said:
“That’s the kind of data
that as government and

as policy makers we
need to be able to plan
and to design projects
and programmes that
can help our people live

a better life.”
The Washington-

based World Bank
requires countries to
conduct a Population

and Housing Census
every 10 years.
Grenada conducted its
last exercise in 2011.

The Grenada Union of
Teachers notes with
great concern the
recent invasion of two of
our secondary schools
in the St. George's area.
The Union stands firm
that the school and its
environs must be one
that facilitates teaching,
learning and the
empowerment of al l
stakeholders inclusive
of parents and teachers. 
Accordingly, this envi-
ronment must promote
the physical and psy-
chological safety/ secu-
rity of students and
teachers in particular
and be free of any act of
violence.
The GUT asserts that
every school has within

its management struc-
ture the human
resource capital to ably
address any grievance/
issue that a parent, stu-
dent, teacher or mem-
ber of the public may
have.
Moreover, the Union
wishes to bring to the
attention of the general
public that there are
laws and regulations
governing the delivery
of education and the
proper methods of
engagement with
schools.
Violation of these laws
and regulations consti-
tute a criminal offence
and it is our expectation
that the rule of law will
be exercised to the

fullest.
The GUT totally

denounces these acts
of violent school inva-
sion and urges all mem-
bers of the public to uti-
l ize the appropriate
procedure/ protocol and
grievance handling
mechanism available
both at the level of the
school and the Ministry
of Education to effec-
tively resolve issues.
The Union maintains
that it takes a society to
raise a child and
encourages everyone to
do our utmost to incul-
cate proper values of
respect and decency in
our children and young
people.

Grenada Union of Teachers
Statement on Recent Violent

Acts in Schools
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GRENADA’S JOURNEY TO 50

Our Lady of Refuge Church Hall and St. Gabriel’s
Episcopal Church, both in Brooklyn, will be two of the
locations celebrating Grenada’s 49 years of indepen-
dence this weekend.
To mark “The journey to 50. Reflecting on the past—

Planning the future,” the Grenada Independence
Anniversary Committee of New York (GIACONY) will
host the 49th celebration of independence. The commit-
tee “[w]elcomes Grenadians and friends to celebrate
this astonishing accomplishment with a series of awe-
inspiring events.” 
The theme of the scheduled events was chosen by the

National Celebrations Committee and members of
Grenada’s Cabinet. Along with the annual series of
events, this year’s celebrations will feature the visiting
presence of Hon. Joseph Andall, Grenada’s minister of
Foreign Affairs, Trade and Export; Hon. Andy Williams,
minister of Mobil ization, Implementation and
Transformation; and Hon. Delma Thomas, member of
the opposition in Grenada’s Parliament.
“The entire team at the Grenada Independence

Anniversary Committee of New York, is collectively

encouraging Grenadians and friends of Grenada, to cel-
ebrate ‘The journey to 50, reflecting on the past, plan-
ning the future,’” said Gerry Hopkins, GIACONY
spokesperson and events co-organizer.
Events will be held from January 27 to February 4,

2023, featuring three major events that will lead to the
annual 49th celebration. The festivities will kick off with
“A Cultural Evening” on Friday, Jan. 27, 7 p.m. at Our
Lady of Refuge Church Hall in Brooklyn. The second
event is “The Independence Youth Fest” on Saturday,
Jan. 28, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the same location.
The third and last event for that weekend will be “The
Independence Ecumenical Service” on Sunday, Jan. 29,
4 p.m. at St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church in Brooklyn. 
“Don’t worry, you will get a chance to cool off your feet

for the week, but then you will need to get back on it to
close out the Grenada Independence tradition and cele-
brate with GIACONY for the 49th Anniversary of
Independence Gala, Dinner, Awards, Dance & Raffle on
Saturday, Feb. 4, 9 pm to 2 am,” said Hopkins. 
The gala will be held at Antun’s Catering Hall (96-03

Springfield Gardens, Queens). Four highly accom-

plished Grenadians in the diaspora will receive awards
for Excellence in Community Service, Cultural Heritage,
Entrepreneurial Spirit, and  Distinguished
Children/Youth Leadership. 
There will be free drinks and door prizes, including a

high-tech therapeutic mattress, Hopkins said, as well as
live entertainment by In-Sync Band, violinist and singer
Donnell Best, and saxophonist Jarel Bartholomew.
Along with the live performances, classic music will be
provided by DJs Little Bee, Joe Bailey, One Drop and
Naughty Vybz. 
But wait, there’s more, Hopkins added: “There will be a

chance to win a $5 raffle [for] a Cartier watch and cash
prizes of $500 and $1,000.” 
Proceeds from the gala will be used to cover the cost

of staging the planned activities in NYC. Donations will
be made to the Nephrology Unit at the General Hospital
in Grenada, which is being upgraded to offer full dialysis
services.For more information, go to https://www.face-
book.com/giacony74?mibextid=ZbWKwL), call 347-350-
4285 or email giaconypr@gmail.com.

(l-r) Hon. Joseph Andall — Member of the Parliament of Grenada & Minister of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Export, Hon. Andy Williams — Member of the Parliament of
Grenada & Minister of Mobilization, Implementation and Transformation and Hon. Delma Thomas — Opposition Member of Parliament and former Minister for Social

Development, Housing and Community Empowerment
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