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TOP POLICE OFFICER ALLEGES THAT
TOWER AT PITON WAS SMUGGLED IN
UNDER THE COVER OF RGPF
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Frank Redhead – was second in command when the Tower came
into the country

A high-ranking member of the
Royal Grenada Police Force
(RGPF) is alleging that a programme involving foreign powers
to install certain sensitive security
devices on the island for law
enforcement officials was illegally
used to bring in a Communications
Tower for a local private sector
business.
The officer who spoke to THE
NEW TODAY on condition that he
was not identified said he had
picked up information from certain
officers within the Police Force
who
worked
at
the
Communications unit about the
plan that was masterminded by
another top cop with experience in
telecommunications.
He said the private sector compa-

ny that is involved in the deal is
believed to be the purchaser of the
tower that came into the country in
2017 with RGPF listed as “the
consignee”.
According to the source, those
with knowledge of the deal formed
the impression that it was a particular private sector company that
purchased the tower and was
allegedly assisted by one member
of the police force in its importation.
He claimed that the tower came in
under the cover of RGPF “as high
security clearance” in the scheme
that was orchestrated by a particular senior member of the force.
He said that due to the sensitive
radar project involving foreign
(Continue on page 3)

Winston James – served as Police Commissioner
in 2017

ACP Michael Francois – should be questioned
about the Tower issue

ACP Jessmon Prince – was part of the
5-member Police High Command

ACP Trevor Modeste – was sitting in the High
Command at the time
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Missing court transcripts, British murder
convict Alexander Clack walks free
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After serving only 12
years of a 67-year jail
sentence for the murder
of his wife Nixiann
Downes-Clack, 27, of
Duquense, St. Mark,
national
British
Alexander Robert Clack
became a free man on
Tuesday when the Court
of Appeal declared a
permanent stay in his
appeal due to the
unavailability of tranfrom
the
scripts
Supreme Court Registry
to proceed with his
appeal.
The decision was made
by His Lordship, Justice
Davidson Baptiste, the
Acting Chief Justice,
along with Her Ladyship,
Madame
Justice
Margaret Price-Findlay,
and His Lordship, Trevor
Ward, when the matter
came up before the
Court of Appeal.
Court documents state
that the conviction, and
sentence be quashed,
and a verdict of acquittal
entered, or that the
applicant’s sentence is
commuted
to
manslaughter, and the
sentence reduced to
time served.
Clack was charged with
Non-Capital Murder for
the June 17, 2014 death
of his wife of four (4)
years, and the mother of

Alexander Robert Clack - was released from
prison on Tuesday after serving 12 years for the
2014 murder of his Grenadian wife
his daughter, who was Gilford at the St.
dumped into a black George’s No. 1 High
suitcase, found buried in Court, upon the conclua shallow grave at Mt. sion of his 3-month murMoritz, St. George’s.
der trial.
An autopsy report
He was represented in
revealed that she died of the matter by Attorney
blunt force trauma and Anslem Clouden who
asphyxiation by strangu- had expressed the view
lation.
that the sentence was
Clack, who had led “usually high in terms of
police investigators to years,” and proceeded
the spot where he had to file an appeal.
buried the body, was
Clouden told reporters
convicted, and sen- on Tuesday that several
tenced two (2) years status hearings were
later in February 2016, held since the appeal
in one of the toughest was filed in 2016 but the
sentences to be handed matter could not prodown by Justice Paula ceed as the Supreme

LOCAL NEWS

Senior Crown Counsel Howard Pinnock - had
prosecuted the Nixxian Downes-Clack murder
trial and successfully secured a murder conviction for the state
Court Registry was
unable to provide the
transcripts of Justice
Gilford’s summation of
the case before the jury
retired to deliberate on
the verdict.
The lawyer told
reporters that Supreme
Court Registrar, Xiomara
Forsyth, had informed
the court that the “computer that had the
recording was stolen.”
Clack had been in custody at the Richmond
Hill Prison for 12 prison
years, which is equivalent to eight (8) calendar
years, six (6) of which

he awaited his appeal.
In the absence of the
transcripts, the Court of
Appeal could not decide
as to whether the sentencing judge made an
error or dealt with the
matter properly, and
turned down Senior
Crown Counsel Howard
Pinnock’s request for a
retrial.
The matter has been
removed from the list as
Clack, who has exercised his right to appeal
cannot remain in prison
indefinitely.
Commenting on this
development in an

Leading defense attorney Anslem Clouden – the
lawyer for the freed Briton
exclusive interview with tem like this will affect
THE NEW TODAY on that. I think that is the
Wednesday, the Director major consequence,” he
of Public Prosecution said.
(DPP)
Christopher
Sources say there has
Nelson QC, acknowl- been a longstanding
edged that this episode issue at the Registry
would “certainly would with court transcripts
leave a bitter taste in the being prepared late, and
mouths of many.”
in some cases, convict“It is a failure that has ed persons would have
serious implications, the even served their senimmediate, and obvious tences before their tranis the fact that accused script is ready.
persons who have been
However, this is the first
convicted, and who are time that the failure to
in a similar position provide a transcript of
could (also) be released the trial in a murder case
from custody. That is a has resulted in a conserious matter for us victed person being
because the public released from custody.
needs to feel assured
Attempts made by THE
that when persons are NEW TODAY this week
convicted that the con- to contact the Supreme
victions can be con- Court Registrar for comfirmed, and they are ments on the issue
made to serve their time proved futile.
(and) failures in the sys-
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TOP POLICE OFFICER ALLEGES THAT TOWER AT PITON
WAS SMUGGLED IN UNDER THE COVER OF RGPF
LOCAL NEWS

* From front page

powers that was being
executed around the
same time “he (police
officer) was able to do
that – cover it (importation of the private communications tower).”
“He (police officer) did it
illegally. It is deeper than
what you’re thinking,” he
remarked.
The high-ranking member of
RGPF told THE NEW
TODAY that he had picked
up information which indicated that around 2017 the
National Telecommunications
Regulatory Commission
(NTRC) was allegedly investigating the controversial
tower issue but he did not
know why the probe was
stopped.
“The NTRC was investigating that too … I don’t
know why they stopped
or how they stopped,” he
said.
The then Public Utilities
Minister Gregory Bowen
was the line Minister for
NTRC in 2017 with two
other persons considered
with close ties to the then
ruling New National Party
(NNP) administration –
Dr. Linus Spencer
Thomas and Lawrence
Samuel – holding key
positions
at
the
Commission.
Dr. Spencer Thomas, the
longstanding Chairman of
NTRC, said he did not
know of any investigation
involving the so-called
Police Tower at Piton and
that it was not the commission but the Physical
Planning Unit (PPU) that
was responsible for giving permission for the
erection of them on lands
in the country.
The former NTRC head
stated that the Grenada
Industrial Development
Corporation
(GIDC)
would come into play if
the importer of a tower
was seeking concessions
from the government.
THE NEW TODAY also
contacted the owner of a
local radio station whose
name is being called in
connection with the controversial tower at Piton
but he declined to comment on the grounds that
the police had interviewed him and was waiting on the outcome of
their probe into the matter.
The senior member of
RGPF called for a thorough investigation into
the so-called Police
Communications Tower
issue to find out who was
bringing in a tower at the
time and was experiencing some difficulties.
“If there is controversy in
the ownership of the
tower in Piton or the one
in Mt Sinai in Mardi Gras
– then who owns those
towers – is it government
or private entities or is it
the international agencies?

The police insider pointed out that there are
other officers within
RGPF especially those
who worked at the
Communications unit
who know about the
importation of the controversial tower and helped
in bringing things related
to it up to Piton in the St.
Patrick East constituency.
He singled out the name
of one police officer who
is willing to become a
whistleblower and “to
give testimony” on the
Communications Tower.
He suggested that “the
technical people in the
computer room” as well
as those involved in
clearing stuff at Customs
on behalf of RGPF
should be interviewed to
get details on the importation of the controversial
tower.
“(Name of police officer
withheld) is the operator
in the play – he needed
the support and those
persons who supported
him to execute – they
were not a part of it,
they were just workers
like Inspector (name
withheld), Corporal
(name withheld). They
were suspicious of what
was going down – so
they run (name withheld) and they run
(name withheld). They
threw them out of the
department – they transferred them,” he said.
“Every aspect of those
things that take place
(name of senior police
officer) get a cut – he
wouldn’t do it unless he
gets a cut,” he added.
The high-ranking RGPF
member also called for
an investigation to be
done on the importation
of solar panels by those
involved in the scheme
to power up the transmitter.
“He (senior police officer) brought in more
solar panels and he did
business with it. Solar
panels were put on his
house. So there was
some corruption in the
solar panels that he
brought in also,” he said.
There has been no official comment from the
Office of the Prime
Minister and Minister of
National
Security,
Dickon Mitchell on the
issue but an aide said
that he was aware of the
situation.
He confided in THE
NEW TODAY that the
three
month
old
Congress administration
will definitely try to get to
the bottom of the issue.
“If that is so, that is a
very serious concern. If
that is so then that is a
big problem. How could
a tower be brought in in
the name of the police
and the police don’t own
it? The police should be
the lawful and rightful
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This photo was taken on top Piton where the tower is now located
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owner if it is brought in,
in the name of the
police.” he said.
The aide indicated that
the Police Force cannot
operate outside of the
rules that govern the
Public Service, and
Finance and Audit act.
“That is a very big problem. That period (NNP)
rule is a really terrible
period for this country –
just too many things
went wrong,” he said.
The aide warned that if
any wrong doing was
done on the Tower issue
then “the consequences
will have to be borne by
somebody.”
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That
controversial
Transmission Tower
brought in under the
name of the Royal
Grenada Police Force
(RGPF) should be thoroughly investigated by
the new Minister of
National Security who
is the Prime Minister
himself,
Dickon
Mitchell.
THE NEW TODAY is
advocating strongly for
the Prime Minister to
look elsewhere to do a
proper probe and not
rely totally on the Police
to investigate their own
in this matter.
Information reaching
us is that a whistleblower is prepared to “spill
his guts” on a number
of things that happened
in the Communication
and Computer section
of RGPF in recent
years under a particular
officer once the condi-

tions are right.
The Prime Minister
should create the necessary avenue for this
individual to come forward and provide the
information including
the
“Police
Transmission Tower”
issue as this might just
be the opening up of
the Pandora’s Box
when it comes to
wrongdoing within the
Police Force.
RGPF is not good at
investigating
itself
especially when it
comes to members of
the hierarchy of the
force.
The most recent case
is the so-called 3-member committee that was
established by Police
Commissioner Edvin
Martin to investigate
allegations from female
police officers of sexual
harassment and abuse

EDITORIAL

The Piton
Tower!!!

EDITORIAL

by their seniors who will
punish them for not cooperating in the sex
acts being demanded of
them.
What has this committee found out? Has this
committee interviewed
any of the female officers who have complained against some of
the seniors?
If the Commissioner of
Police is serious then
he should have already
taken some kind of
action against those
Members of the High
Command who were
fingered as the culprits
especially the one
involved in the nude
photos sent to police
headquarters on Fort
George by a female
Traffic Warden inside
the Traffic Department
of the Grenville Police
station.
THE NEW TODAY is
doubtful that COP
Martin will want to
investigate this matter
to the fullest because

he already knows who
the culprit is and will
most likely take every
step to “hold it down”
and not allow it to reach
into the public domain.
The police hierarchy
also did a nasty and
dirty cover-up of the
much-publicised case in
which a Woman Police
Constable wrote a letter
to then Commissioner
Winston James identifying
three
Superintendents for
sexual molestation in
which one of them actually raped her one night
at a police compound in
St John.
A lukewarm investigation took place by a
Junior Superintendent
of Police who did not
have any authority to
investigate
other
Superintendents who
were senior in rank to
him.
This is the same nonsense that the current
Commissioner of Police
is engaged with in the

so-called committee
that was set up to look
into the allegations of
sexual misconduct by
senior police officers
against the young
females in the force.
Martin appointed a
senior female officer in
the force to be on the
committee when he
ought to know that this
officer cannot interview
any of her superiors
whose names have
been called as culprits
in the act against the
female officers.
If Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell does not act
swiftly the police might
well be allowed to once
again pull wools over
our eyes on the Police
Transmission Tower at
Piton in the St Patrick
East constituency.
The individual in the
Police Force whose
name is called the most
is known to be one who
is not above board
when it comes to his
activities as a member

of the law enforcement
agency.
An independent investigation is needed to
look into the whole
spectrum of this issue
including the entire use
of the Tower especially
if private sector concerns are involved.
The information seems
to suggest that the
tower was not paid for
by the police, as well as
the freight, and the
tower is being used by
several communication
entities other than the
police.
Answers are needed to
several questions:-

(a) Who authorised
the procurement of the
tower?

(b) If the police do not
own the tower, who
does and why was it
procured on the RGPF
name as consignee?

(c) Who paid for the
tower? Who paid the
freight?

(d) Is there a contract
giving authority for
other communication
companies on the
island to use the tower?

(e) If so, who are they
paying for use of the
tower and how much?

Who is paying to
(f)
keep the tower active?

(g) Is the government
of Grenada paying

huge sums of money to
keep the tower in service?

The people of Grenada,
Carriacou & Petite
Martinique also have a
right to know whether
the Police were using
this Communication
Tower at Piton under
the previous Keith
Mitchell-led government to spy on them.
A foreign newspaper
had carried a report two
years ago about a fugitive from justice in
Germany who had
engaged in some kind
of discussion with a
senior member of the
Mitchell government
about the acquisition of
espionage equipment
after the NNP was
voted back into office in
2013.
The police officer
whose name is called
in the Communications
Tower issue has had a
checkered career as a
member of RGPF
including a conviction
for fraud and is known
to be aligned to the
Keith Mitchell-led outfit.
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell in his capacity
as Minister of National
Security has a duty and
responsibility to get at
the bottom of this
Communication Tower
issue especially as the
previous government
had a deficit when it
comes to accountability, transparency and
believability.

b
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Unvaccinated
workers of SGU!!!

It has been over one
year now since the
workers of SGU have
been sent home or
denied entrance to the
workplace because of
their choice not to be
vaccinated.
The Covid-19 pandemic began over 2 years
ago and the world was
thrown between a rock
and a hard place, affecting all walks of life.
One can understand
that SGU and other
workplaces had to make
hard decisions in the
beginning of the pandemic, navigating the
best and safest way forward - some of those
decisions resulted in
some workers being
forced into early retirement, resignations, firing and just being sent
home.
They were NOT fired
but also not receiving
any income whatsoever
and in some instances
denied even earning
contractual annual holidays.
Some SGU workers
were told if they were
not vaccinated by a certain time, they would not
be getting holiday pay
or even days off, even
workers who were
already on holiday were
told in order to continue
holidaying they would
need to be vaccinated.
Now let’s fast forward
to the present where the
circumstances have
changed, Covid-19 is no
longer new and did not
affect only SGU management and owners
alone - it affected all
workers too, so one will
expect any decision
being made to at least
consider the workers
too, and meeting them
halfway.
But that did not happen
and some will view the
decisions by SGU as
authoritarian, bullying,
uncompassionate,
heartless and not
grounded in science
and public health safety.
With that being said, I
think
the
parties
involved, union, SGU
and the Government
should go back to the
drawing board, seeing
that the science has
completely changed,
one can now argue that
the vaccine doesn’t provide public protection, it
merely provides some
level of individual protection and in some
instances NO protection.
FYI the President of the
USA had 4 shots and
still contracted the virus.
Based on the Covid-19
dashboard of Grenada,
vaccination has been at
38 percent for a very
long time, GRENADA
has just been through
general elections and
carnival celebrations
with mass gathering and

THE NEW TODAY Fri., Sept 23, 2022

LETTER

Page 05

GOVERNMENT OF GRENADA
SOUTHERN ST. GEORGE WATER SUPPLY EXPANSION PROJECT
CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR COMMUNITY LIASON OFFICER
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST (INDIVIDUALS)

a very large influx of visitors from all over the
world with NO protocols
being adhered to.
NO masque wearing,
NO social distancing, no
contact tracking and No
vaccine and with all that
surprisingly Covid-19 is
on a low.
So how is it safe or ok
for people to gather in
election rallies and carnival celebrations by the
thousands, even hundreds with the same
SGU students and
workers in the mix of
mass gathering in an
uncontrollable environment?
Why is it safe or ok for
both vaccinated and
unvaccinated people to
sleep, wake, bathe, eat,
party, travel and play
together but it is not ok
for them to work together - where is the science
behind this?
Now explain to me how
it is NOT safe or ok for a
few workers to return to
work unvaccinated,
working among considerably less people than
an election rally or carnival celebrations?
The science presently
clearly states that the
vaccinated can easily
infect both unvaccinated
and vaccinated carrying
the same or even more
virus load that clearly
shows the vaccine
DOESN’T provide public
protection and should
not be mandated and
made a condition for
work.
The basis that SGU
used to make their decision requiring vaccines
is no longer holding and
not backed by science.
Why isn’t the unvaccinated worker of SGU
given options or conditions to return to work,
for example wearing of
personal protection
masks, gloves etc., periodically testing and left
to work, knowing the
vaccine doesn’t stop the
spread of Covid 19?
Why is the only option
given to the workers to
be vaccinated or NO
work? Is that the institute that prides itself on
building and shaping the
minds of the future creating the foundations of
families? If then, why is
it ok for them to destroy
the lives of families and
generations of these
workers?
Please Mr. PM, please
Mr. UNION, please Mr.
SGU help the workers!!!
SGU Watchman

The Government of Grenada (GOGR) has applied for financing from the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) in an amount equivalent to US$17
million towards the cost of the Southern St. George Water Supply Expansion Project and intends to apply a portion of the proceeds of this financing
to eligible payments under a contract for which this invitation is issued. Payments by CDB will be made only at the request of GOGR and upon
approval by CDB, and will be subject in all respects to the terms and conditions of the Financing Agreement. The Financing Agreement prohibits
withdrawal from the financing account for the purpose of any payment to persons or entities, or for any import of goods, if such payment or import,
to the knowledge of CDB, is prohibited by a decision of the United Nations Security Council taken under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United
Nations. No party other than GOGR shall derive any rights from the Financing Agreement or have any claim to the proceeds of the Financing.
The National Water and Sewerage Authority (NAWASA), the Executing Agency, now wishes to procure consultancy services for a Community
Liaison Officer. The objective of the consultancy is to promote constructive partnerships and communication between NAWASA and the communities and stakeholders on issues and opportunities relating to project implementation and to be responsible for implementing stakeholder/community
engagement activities through tools such as a Stakeholder Engagement Plan, a Public Information Communication and Education Programme and
a Grievance Redress Mechanism. The duration of the assignment is expected to be for a period of 36 months, commencing October 2022.
NAWASA now invites interested eligible individual consultants to submit Expressions of Interest indicating qualifications and experience required
to provide these consultancy services.
Consultants shall be eligible to participate if:
(a)
the persons are citizens or bona fide residents of an eligible country; and
(b)
in all cases, the Consultant has no arrangement and undertakes not to make any arrangements, whereby any substantial
part of the net profits or other tangible benefits of the contract will accrue or be paid to a person not a citizen or bona fide
resident of an eligible country.
Eligible countries are member countries of CDB.
The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to paragraphs 5.15 and 5.17 of Procurement Procedures for Projects Financed by CDB (2019),
setting forth CDB’s policy on conflict of interest for the selection of consultants.
In the assessment of submissions, consideration will be given to qualifications and experience on similar assignments. Applicants must have a
strong client-orientation and inter-personal skills with proven ability to work cooperatively with diverse groups and stakeholders and should possess
the following minimum qualifications and experience:
(a)
A first degree or equivalent qualification in sociology, anthropology, community development or other relevant discipline.
(b)
A minimum of ten years’ relevant experience encompassing stakeholder engagement practice, gender-responsive
approaches, community development practices, and social research using participatory research methods and approaches.
(c)
Sound knowledge of communication, education and information strategies for public awareness campaign development
and implementation.
(d)
Ability to transfer knowledge and skills and experience of developing capacity development plans.
(e)
Fluency in English and proficient computer skills and good written and oral communication skills.
(f)
A professional designation and experience working locally, in the region, in the sector and with multi-lateral agencies, would
be assets.
Expressions of Interest must be submitted in English electronically by email in pdf format to projects@nawasa.gd no later than 2:00 pm, local time
on Tuesday 27th September 2022. The email subject line should state “Expression of Interest – Consultancy Services for Community
Liaison Officer” and the email body must state the name and address of the applicant. The Expression of Interest will be deemed to have been
received at the time that it is received by the Manager of the Planning and Development Unit, Mr. Whyme Cox. The burden of proving receipt of
the e-mail will be on the applicant and will not be met solely by a read receipt or sent items report generated by the applicant’s computer. In
addition, one copy must be submitted simultaneously by email to CDB to procurement@caribank.org, again with the email subject line stating
“Expression of Interest – Consultancy Services for Community Liaison Officer” and the email body stating the name and address of the
applicant.
Following the assessment of submissions, the most technically capable and appropriately experienced applicant will be invited to negotiate a
contract to provide the consultancy services. GOGR reserves the right to accept or reject late applications or to cancel the present invitation
partially or in its entirety. It will not be bound to assign any reason for not engaging the services of any applicant and will not defray any costs
incurred by any applicant in the preparation and submission of Expressions of Interest.
Further information may be obtained from the first address below between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm local time Monday to Friday.
Address 1:
Whyme Cox, Planning & Development Manager
National Water and Sewerage Authority
P.O Box 392
Lucas Street, St, George
GRENADA, W.I.
Tel: (473) 440-2155
Fax: (473) 440-4107
Email: projects@nawasa.gd

Address 2:
Procurement Officer
Caribbean Development Bank
BARBADOS, W.I.
Tel: (246) 539-1600
Email: procurement@caribank.org

Fire hits Grenlec engine at SGU

Page 6.qxp_page 6 22/09/2022 5:37 PM Page 1

Page 06

THE NEW TODAY Fri., Sept 23, 2022

THE NEW TODAY has
received credible reports
that a fire broke out at a
generating power engine
set owned by Grenlec at
St
George’s
the
University (SGU) at True
Blue in the south of the
island.
According to wellplaced sources, the
electricity company has
three engines stationed
at SGU and one of them
is now out of commission due to the fire
which took place around
Friday.
A source familiar with
the issue said that the
three sets were placed
at the university to
serve as standby to service SGU in case of a
major power outage in
the area.
However, he stated
that whenever the situation becomes critical,
Grenlec will then put
them on line to generate
electricity as they are
tied to the Grid.

He said that it could be
an accident and not a
deliberate act of sabotage to affect the engine
that is now down and
out of use.
The official pointed out
that
these
small
Caterpillar engines
which have been outputting about 1.4
megawatts of electricity
have been running constantly without stopping,
following the breakdown
of Grenlec’s major generating set that was purchased within the past
year by the previous
Keith
Mitchell-led
administration.
“They have been running – getting little rest
(and) back on and
things,” he said.
A team from the supplier of the major engine
at Grenlec’s power plant
at Queen’s Park has
just left the island after
flying into Grenada to
help sort out the problem that was causing it

to constantly trip.
“The engine is running
right now,” said the
source who added that
ever so often the generating set “does trip off
and so on.”
In recent months,
Grenlec has been hit by
financial woes and
unable to find the funds
to settle a pre-election
agreement with the
Technical & Allied
Workers Union (TAWU)
to provide for salary
increases and improved
fringe benefits to its estimated 160 employees.
The company had
taken the decision to
approach the government for permission to
enter into a 15 million
dollar loan with a local
financial institution to
help it take care of its
financial troubles.
The newly installed
Dickon Mitchell-led
Congress administration
took the decision a
week ago to scrap a

LOCAL NEWS

The internationally-acclaimed St. George’s University is located in the south of the island

25% discount on nonfuel charges on electric-

ity bills of consumers
that was enforced by

the former Keith Mitchell
government in order to
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help out Grenlec with its
financial situation.
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THE MUSIC....THE MAGIC...
THE MOMENTS!!!

A few years back, I
began listening to this
group. I followed them
keenly and year after
year ever since their
birth in 2018, I became
intrigued and captivated
by the clever way the
lyrics were crafted and
the catchy rhythm that
emanated from the various instruments. I therefore decided to venture
up to Carriacou with the
intention to hopefully get
a glimpse of the group
in action.
Upon arrival, I contacted the Manager of the
group. Miss Rina Mills.
Let me assure you, this
young lady is a JOY TO
BEHOLD!! Beauty in
motion, with a pleasant
smile and so PROFESSIONAL!! She welcomed us (myself and
friend) as though we
were long lost relatives.
Understanding that we
were visiting, she hastened to round up other

members of the Band
so we could be introduced. We met Bassie,
ever the one to keep
you laughing with his
ready satire. We met
Zerina, lead singer and
the BABY of the group.
Not to mention the tall
handsome guy with the
elegant fingers that
plucked the strings on
his instrument.
From the very first night
we were given red carpet treatment. We were
escorted to join the
band to get a taste of
what the Parang Train
was all about. I tell you,
that was a once in a lifetime experience.
Jamming to the pulsating rhythm of the string
band music with the
combined efforts of the
efficient drummer and
the guitar man along
with all the other instruments being played so
expertly we went uphill
and down dale, hither

thither and yon, joining
in with much enthusiasm to the catchy chorus of 'follow de band'.
Not to mention the food
and drinks, ham and
cake and wine we were
so generously treated
to.
From the lighting of the
Christmas tree event to
serenading the various
homes, night after night
we were included into
the fold and it was a joy
and a pleasure to
behold the way this talented group brought
alive the TRUE spirit of
Christmas. The love
was so genuine and
tangible, you could
almost FEEL it!! My conclusion? This is not just
a group! This is friends,
family a reminder of
what Christmas should
be all about.
Another thing I was
impressed with. Despite
even the melee Parang
they sang, there was

LETTER

NOTHING smutty about
the lyrical content. It
was FAMILY FRIENDLY!! I am of the sincere
humble opinion that this
group has not been
given the recognition
and appreciation it so
RICHLY deserves.
I want to urge the entire
triisland
state,
Christmas time is fast
approaching. In addition
to painting, decorating
and all the other things
we take pleasure in
doing around this time,
please include a visit to
experience the CARRIACOU
CULTURE
TRAIN STRING BAND
GROUP in action. It will
be a decision well worth
the time and effort.
I intend to lead by
example.
When
December
and
Christmas
come
around, do NOT expect
to find me here on
Mainland Grenada. I will
be on the Osprey on my
merry way to 'follow de
band.’
RINA MILLS, you and
your Group take a
RICHLY deserved bow!!
Fans for life

Blatant
Robbery!!!
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Please allow me space
in your paper to appeal
to the powers-that-be
to do a full and thorough investigation into
the workings of the
Lotteries
National
Authority.
The NLA has become
an agent for blatant
robbery of Grenadians.
Yes, many people will
say no one makes you
play the games but as
their slogan goes, "You
have to be in it to win
it".
Many people from the
poorest to the richest
play the games offered
by the NLA and the
NLA are just downright
playing games with the
citizens of Grenada.
They have no conscience, for example
many of the current
playway
numbers

haven't been played for
over two (2) months,
Blackbird (13) more
than 100 days. Who is
checking the balls in
their machine as well
as the machines themselves to make sure
that the game is not
rigged in their favour.
Why do they only put
out recordings of the
draws and not show
the draw live? How do
we know that the random number generator
is not rigged? It is not
only playway, all of the
lottery games need to
be investigated, and
their machinery needs
to be inspected.
How many times can it
be that you just miss a
number by 1? They are
doing way too much
and the thievery is so
blatant that I cannot
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imagine why the
Gaming Commission is
not doing their job and
opening an investigation into the day to day
running of this entity.
I am appealing to the
persons in authority to
please take a long hard
look at the NLA and its
management.
If they cannot play the
game fair then they
should not be licensed
to run games in
Grenada. Shut them
down if they cannot be
honest and transparent
or if not, at least let
someone honest and
trustworthy run the
show
like
Uncle
Waggy-T.
Concerned Citizen
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New GOC boss as Veda Bruno-Victor
loses her stranglehold

Page 08
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The anti-Veda BrunoVictor forces within the
Grenada
Olympic
Committee (GOC) has
been bolstered with
Saturday’s election of
former Olympic boxer
Bunny Wilson as
President of the sporting organisation.
A source close to the
body told THE NEW
TODAY that Wilson is
definitely not an ally of
the controversial but
powerful and longGeneral
standing
Secretary Bruno-Victor
and is expected to help
in the clean-up of the
organisation.
“No, no, no way,” said
a GOC executive
member as he confirmed that the new

Veda Bruno-Victor is losing her grip on the
local sporting body

LOCAL NEWS

President is not in the
corner of the General
Secretary.
Bruno-Victor along
with
the
retired
Royston La Hee who
stood at the helm of
the local Olympic
organisation for 38
years have been the
dominant faces on the
body for over three
decades.
The GOC has been
rocked by a major
financial scandal over
its failure to account for
an estimated EC$440,
000.00 given to it for
the development of
sports on the island by
Olympic Solidarity
(OS), an arm of the
International Olympic
Committee (IOC).

A damning report prepared by an internal
committee, headed by
GOC executive member Ralph Lord found
massive irregularities
in the use of the funds
with fingers pointing
heavily in the direction
the
General
of
Secretary.
GOC has failed to
meet OS demands to
account for the funds
and was told that failing to do so would
result in it having to
repay the money.
According to a key
member of the local
executive, a lot of corporate sponsors in
Grenada have turned
down requests from
GOC for financial sup-

Bunny Wilson – is the new GOC boss
port in light of the OS meeting came to an
abrupt end.
money issue.
Joseph, the 1st ViceHe said that this issue
has become “a big President was acting
stain” on the sporting as GOC President
organisation as it con- when Charlie George,
tinues to remain unre- considered as part of
the Bruno-Victor facsolved.
He stated that GOC is tion on the committee
also having difficulties stepped down after
in
“commanding months in office, comrespect” after the OS plaining of not getting
financial
debacle the co-operation of
other executive membecame public.
The official believes bers.
The GOC insider said
that
Bruno-Victor
should step down from that the organisation
office despite her was forced to hold
recent re-election as early election for the
“her remaining there is Presidency as it was
just
damaging unwise to have an
Grenada’s credibility Acting President to run
the organisation for
and potential.”
“I don’t know how they almost four years to
are going to go for- carry out the remainder
ward,” he remarked, of George’s term in
adding that, “…I am office.
He said that the last
positive that Bunny
(Wilson) wants to deal executive meeting was
with that (messy situa- very contentious with
the General Secretary
tion).”
The executive mem- pushing for the election
ber also questioned process to be conductthe failure of GOC to ed along the previous
evoke its Disciplinary line of persons submitCommittee to deal with ting their intention to
those who have been run for the top position.
He spoke of several
implicated in the OS
financial scandal and persons holding the
take decisive decisions view that this was not
against all those who necessary and candidates
should
be
are culpable.
The anti-Bruno-Victor allowed to be nominatforces on GOC have ed from the floor on
acknowledged that one Election Day.
“She is fighting for surof her strengths centers on her ability to vival still,” said the
“place people in posi- source of Bruno-Victor
tions” to serve her and her ambition to
influence the electoral
needs.
THE NEW TODAY process to get one of
understands that the her allies to be elected
last executive meeting to the Presidency.
According to the insidof GOC was very contentious and the acting er, there were a lot of
President
Chenny arguments at the last
Joseph
eventually executive meeting with
walked out of the ses- some wanting to postpone the election but it
sion.
An insider said that was held and Wilson
executive member was the only candidate
Ralph Lord who was and Joseph did not
considered an ally of turn up on Election
Joseph became suspi- Day.
Joseph was also
cious that he was leaning towards Bruno- defeated weeks earlier
Victor in recent times for the Presidency of
and took a turn at him the Grenada Football
during the meeting and Association (GFA) that
the acting President he had led for over a
walked out and the decade.
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Don McKenzie is acting Commissioner of Police
LOCAL NEWS

A week after being elevated to the post of
Deputy Commissioner
of
Police,
Don
McKenzie is currently
acting as Commissioner
of Police in the absence
of the island’s chief cop,
Edvin Martin.
A police insider told
THE NEW TODAY that
McKenzie was given
the nod by the Public
Service Commission
(PSC) over the other
Deputy Commissioner
of Police, Tafawa Pierre
who is known to be
closely aligned to the
former New National
Party (NNP) regime of
former Prime Minister
Dr. Keith Mitchell.
McKenzie was not
favoured by defeated
Prime Minister Dr. Keith
Mitchell who took him
out of the mainstream
of the police force to
serve stints at the
Richmond Hill prison as
Commissioner and then
on the St George’s port.
New Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell has

Don McKenzie – gets the nod as the defacto
Number Two in RGPF
come in for some criti- Pierre, the Number Two
cisms from supporters man in the position in
of the ruling National light of the fact that he
Democratic Congress is the husband of for(NDC) for keeping mer Education Minister

Emmalin Pierre.
According to the police
insider, the decision to
put McKenzie to act as
Commissioner of Police
in the absence of Martin
who is on assignment in
Trinidad & Tobago for a
week is a clear sign
about the thinking of
Prime Minister and
Minister of National
Security,
Dickon
Mitchell on the way forward for the local police
force.
He said that the overlooking of Pierre and
giving the task to the
newly
appointed
McKenzie will get a lot
of support from officers
within RGPF who want
to see Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell effect
more
significant
changes within the
leadership of the force.
“It will go down well –
the general feeling of a
majority of the members is that they don’t
want Tafawa Pierre
around – they don’t
want him around at all
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and they believe that he
is too involved in what’s
going on in the force
given who he is,” he
remarked.
“I think the general
feeling is that they
accept McKenzie as
acting as Commissioner
in the absence of
Martin,” said the insider
who is a senior member
of RGPF.
Some top NDC supporters have confided in
THE NEW TODAY that
there is need for widespread changes in the
leadership of the police
force given the manner
in which it operated
under the regime of former Prime Minister Dr.
Keith Mitchell.
One influential government insider favours the
new Congress government
making
an
approach to the Royal
Bahamas Police Force
(RBPF) to recruit a new
Police Commissioner to
help in the rebranding
of the image of RGPF.
The defeated Keith
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Deputy Commissioner of Police Tafawa Pierre –
is overlooked for the job of Acting
Commissioner of Police

Mitchell is known to
have kept a special
squad of police officers
to provide security for
him in his tenure in
office.
He paid out over $200,
000.00 to these officers
who were not allowed to
take holiday but to stay

on the job and guard
him in office.
Under attack for the
large pay-out, Dr. Keith
Mitchell responded by
saying that he could not
allow anyone else to
guard his life but members of this elite squad.
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GFA was on the verge of bankruptcy
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The Grenada Football
Association (GFA) was
in serious financial difficulties at the time of
change of leadership
three months ago.
According to a wellplaced source, the new
President
Marlon
Glean inherited a situation in which staffers
could not have been
paid on time for the
first two months after
the poll was conducted.
He told THE NEW
TODAY that some service providers who did
work for the local
sporting body were
only paid six weeks
later “for the simple
reason that they (GFA)
did not have money.”
He said that the local
Football Association
had to take a loan of
EC$500, 000.00 from
FIFA, the world governing body for the
sports, and treat it as
an advance on the
annual
subsidy
received from the parent body.

Marlon Glean – the new head of GFA
“GFA coffers were added.
empty – the staffers
The source disclosed
didn’t get paid for near- that Glean is thinking
ly two months,” he of launching an investi-

LOCAL NEWS

gation into alleged misappropriation of GFA
funds.
He also spoke of quick
action taken by the
new football boss to
distribute a number of
football gears that
were in a container in
the yard of the GFA
headquarters building
at Queen’s Park, St
George for a considerable period of time.
He charged that the
container had enough
gears “to give out to all
the grassroots divisions of GFA” for an
entire competition.
“As soon as Glean
took over he had a
grassroots programme
in all the parishes and
he gave out all the
gears – footballs,
bags,” he said.
The insider stated that
Glean took the position
that FIFA sent the
items as a gift to GFA
and that “it should not
be left lying around in a
container.”
Glean, a former FIFA
Regional Manager and

Attorney at Law, won
the GFA Presidency on
June 11 by 13 votes to
8 against the incumbent, Cheney Joseph.
It was a bitter fight
between the two who
had rival camps campaigning for months
prior to the election
which was presided
over
by
former
Supervisor
of
Elections,
Victor
Ashby.
The Glean camp won
most of the positions
on the GFA executive
in an almost clean
sweep with the exception being Randy
Campbell,
former
Parish Director now,
second Vice President.

Following
newlook
Executive:-

is

the
GFA

* President: Marlon
Glean
* 1st Vice President:
Carl Andall
* 2nd Vice President:

Cheney Joseph – lost the top job as some of
his allies abandoned him for the new boss
Mark: Arco Mark
Randy Campbell
* Parish Director for St
Andrew:
Ricky
Aberdeen
* Parish Director for St
Patrick: Ricky Williams
* Parish Director for St
David: Ken Martin
Whiteman
* Parish Director for St

* Parish Director for St
John: Rolly Duncan
* Parish Director for St
George: Lyndon Bubb
* Carriacou and Petite
Martinique: Duane
Williams

* Female Member:
Cazirah Thomas
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REPORT ON WRONG-DOING AT MNIB
LOCAL NEWS

The long-awaited Marketing &
National Importing Board (MNIB)
investigation report from the
Integrity Commission is now in the
public domain.
The probe was started following a
series of reports carried by THE
NEW TODAY highlighting a number
of questionable financial dealings
involving its former Chief
Executive Officer (CEO), Ruel
Edwards including the use of
funds to purchase expensive first
class tickets on travel mainly to
This inquiry/investigation
into the management
and operations of the
Marketing and National
Importing Board (MNIB)
by the Office of the
Integrity Commission
herein after referred to
as “Commission” covers
the period 2012-2018.

On August 2, 2018, following media reports in a
local newspaper; namely, “THE NEW TODAY”
published on June 29,
and July 30, 2018, and
captioned
“Samuel
Andrew removed as
Head of MNIB” and
“Samuel Andrew exposes Ruel Edwards on
financial mess at MNIB”
the
respectively,
Commission
commenced its inquiry/
investigation.
The MNIB is a state
Trading
Enterprise,
established by an Act of
Parliament, Marketing
Board Act No. 40 of
1973 (The Act). The
Marketing and National
Importing Board is
engaged in the marketing and trading of agricultural products.
Its mandate was
extended to include the
importation and distribution of ‘specified imports’
(in accordance with section 13 (e) of the MINIB
Act).
The MNIB inquiry/investigation sought to determine the following:
i.Whether there were
breaches of the “MNIB”
Act No. 40 of 1973
Sections 13 (a) to (e),
14, 15, 18, 20, 22, 22A,

Miami in the United States.
Edwards was also fingered as the
person who purchased a vehicle
from the MNIB fleet in questionable
circumstances.
Although he did not appear before
the probe following requests,
Edwards had hired former Attorney
General Cajeton Hood to block the
investigation until certain conditions were met.
Following are highlights from the
report:-

ii.Whether there was
proper oversight and
management by MNIB’s
line Ministries subject to
the provisions of the
MNIB Act and all other
applicable legislation.

iii. Whether there was
proper oversight and
management by the
MNIB’s
Board
of
Directors and Senior
Management subject to
the provisions of the
MNIB Act and all other
applicable legislation.

iv. Whether there were
Conflicts of Interest with
respect to roles and
responsibilities of all past
and present accounting,
accountable officers and
management thereof.

ix. What were the causes and circumstances of
the fires at the MNIB,
River Road building
location between the
dates of January 23 and
24, 2018, and January
27, 2018?
Methodology and
Limitations

I.The Commission determined its jurisdiction
which is to ensure
integrity in public life and
to give effect to the InterAmerican Convention
Against Corruption, of
which Grenada is a signatory. It is also mandated to examine complaints and to conduct
investigations.

Anande Trotman Joseph is the current head of
the Integrity Commission

22B, 22C, 23 and any
other relevant sections.

fy or determine the accuracy
of
any
declaration(s) Pursuant
to 12 (1)(c) of the
Integrity in Public Life
Act No. 24 of 2013
(IPLA).

Whether there was
v.
nonpayment/delayed
payment to farmers who
supplied produce to the
MNIB.

vi. Whether the Board of
Directors was in breach
of
the
Public
Procurement
and
Disposal of Property Act
No. 39 of 2014 Section
55 (4) (a) (b) (c), (5) and
(6).
vii. Whether there were
actions or activities, in
relation to the MNIB
which may be considered dishonest or conducive to corruption.
viii.Whether the practices
and procedures of the
MNIB were conducted in
accordance with section
12 (1) (f), and (B) to veri-

II. The Commission
engaged its relevant
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stakeholders in accordance with section 12 (2)
(b) of the IPLA.

III. The Commission
employed the qualitative
and quantitative methods of research, based
on its inquiry /investigation Protocol and the
Terms of Reference for
this inquiry/ investigation.

IV.The
Terms
of
Reference allowed the
inquiry/investigation to
discover the status of the
operations of the MNIB
and to ascertain and corroborate information provided from various
sources.

V.Some limitations were
experienced in regard to
the state of requisite
documents, the nonappearance of key persons at interviews, the
lateness in response to
requests for information
and the filing of a Court
injunction against the
Commission.

Summary of Findings

Outlined below are some
of the main findings following the determination
and review of issues
identified during the
inquiry/ investigation:

I. The inquiry/investigation found that although
the Board Minutes and
Reports of the MNIB
seem to suggest there
was active discussion
and planning around
improvements aimed at
benefiting the producers/farmers, the farmers
nevertheless generally
felt disenfranchised and
dissatisfied.

II. The inquiry/investigation found that although
the MNIB occasionally
provided farmers with
seeds, fertilisers and
insecticides, this was not
on a consistent basis.

III. The Board Minutes
similarly revealed discussions on the imple-
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mentation of a Farmers’
Desk with a Hotline, but
the inquiry/investigation
found no evidence of
implementation of same.
IV.The inquiry/investigation found stark variance
between the information
contained in the Board
Minutes and the sentiments expressed by the
farmers. The Board
Minutes, indicated that
there were discussions
around paying greater
attention to the grading
of products in order to
reduce spoilage, however, the inquiry/investigation did not find evidence
of the implementation of
any strategy to address
spoilage in general, save
and except a Standard of
Soursop document dated
sometime in 2015.

V. The inquiry/investigation did not find any evidence indicating that the
MNIB acted as commission agent for the disposal of produce, paid
dividends to farmers or
traded and dealt with
food for livestock.
(Continue on pg 16)
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SOG Foods Inc. expands services with
opening of a new outlet in Grand Mal
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Almost six (6) years
after the December
2016, opening of its first
supermarket
in
Calivigny, St. George’s,
SOG Foods Inc., has
expanded its operations
with the opening of a
second outlet at Grand
Mal in the St George
North-west constituency.
Last week Friday saw
the blessing of SOG
Foods Inc., new outlet
by Roman Catholic
Bishop Clyde Harvey to
mark another significant
milestone for the company, which operates
under the tagline: “A
source of good foods.”
Recognising the need
for the flexible, and convenient shopping option
in the community,
Businessman
and
Owner of SOG Food’s
Ltd., Otis Gay, who
grew up in the area,
seized the opportunity
to introduce the muchneeded service to residents in Grand Mal, and

LOCAL NEWS

Senators Gayton La Crette and Neilon Franklyn, and Owner of SOG
Foods Ltd., Otis Gay
With opening hours ment, toys, recreational
surrounding areas,
including, Fontenoy, from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. items, local meats and
Molinere, Mt. Moritz, daily, including on public fish, fruits and vegetaHappy Hill, and the holidays, both outlets bles.
Its deli offers a variety
offer a wide array of
wider neighbourhood.
Like the Calivigny out- quality and affordable of hot foods, teas, coflet, the one at Grand products including but fee, meats, cakes, and
Mal offers a clean, spa- not limited to groceries, pastries.
The Grand Mal comcious, customer-orient- household, hardware,
ed environment for kitchen appliances, munity is part of the St.
shopping, inclusive of baby and pet supplies, George North-west conliquors, business equip- stituency, which has for
free parking facilities.

the last 38 years been
under the stewardship
former
Prime
of
Minister, and current
Opposition Leader Dr.
Keith Mitchell, whose
New National Party
(NNP) administration
was voted out of office
three (3) months ago.
Dr. Mitchell was represented at last week
Friday’s ceremony by
Opposition Senator
Neilon Franklyn, who as
a resident himself
acknowledged the need
for the service, and
commended the managers and developers of
the SOG brand for “taking that bold step to
enter the market of St.
George North west.”
The ceremony was
also attended by
Minister for Health,
Wellness, and Religious
Affairs, Senator Gayton
La Crette, who welcomed the long-awaited
initiative, which will
employ over 20 persons, and a ready mar-

Bishop Clyde Harvey as he blessed SOG’s new
outlet in St George North-west
ket for farmers and liveStating that the initiastock producers.
tive “encourages indeSen. La Crette, who pendence, and adds
unsuccessfully contest- character to the comed the St. George North munity,” Sen. La Crette
west seat for the newly expressed optimism
installed
National that it will also serve as
Democratic Congress encouragement for oth(NDC) in the last ers to be as bold in their
General
Elections, undertakings in the variassisted SOG owners in ous business streams,
cutting the ribbon to offi- to
create
further
cially declare the new employment within the
Grand Mal outlet community.
opened.
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DeAllie: Impending freight cap will result in increased
cost for private sector businesses and not savings
LOCAL NEWS

Businessman, and former Private Sector representative in the
Upper
House
of
Parliament, Christopher
Allie, is doubtful that
the government’s decision to cap freight
prices at 2019 levels for
the next six (6) months,
starting October 1, will
result in inflationary
relief for consumers.
De Allie expressed this

view on Sunday in an
appearance on The
Bubb Report with host
Dr. Kellon Bubb, taking
issue with the decision
of the ruling National
Democratic Congress
(NDC) government,
which follows a recommendation by certain
elements within the
business community,
which will be required
to pass the highly antic-

ipated savings onto
consumers through the
reduction in the cost of
imported goods.
Contrary to the view
held by his colleagues
who would have made
the request, De Allie is
convinced that the
freight cap, which will
result in a $4 million
revenue loss for the
government, according
to Prime Minister and

Finance
Minister,
Dickon Mitchell, who
made the announcement during the postCabinet press brief in
St. George’s last week
Tuesday, will result in
increased cost, and not
savings for private sector business.
“I don’t think that the
cap on freight is going
to assist with any sort
of relief in terms of
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inflationary pressures
being exhibited now,”
stated De Allie, who is
the Managing Director
of Sissons Paints.
“The real issue is that
between 2019, and
what we are seeing
now, the difference in
that freight, and how
that difference compares to what the cap
on freight will bring,
which is a reduction in
duties and the savings
you will get,” he
explained, expressing
the view that “the difference we would have
paid in freight, and the
savings we would have
gotten from duties that
we would have paid on
the 2019 formula, is
going to far outweigh
by what we have paid
already in freight on
these goods and services coming in.”
“So, the net effect, is
that the companies
would have paid more
in terms of freight versus the savings...this
particular policy construct does not offer
any net saving to the
business that is incurring the cost,” he
added.
He also made the
point that “if your net
increase in freight is
greater than your net
savings in the duties,
there is nothing to pass
on.”
“When I crunch my figures at my institution, I
am not seeing a net
savings. If I am bringing
in a container from
China that in 2019 was
costing
me
US$6,000.00, and it
has now gone to
US$12, 000.00, the difference is US$6,000.00
- that I will have to pay
to get the container
here.”
“If the savings in
freight, let’s say we
took 30% off that
(US$6,000.00) in 2019,
which is US$1, 800.00,
30% of US$12, 000.00
is US$3, 600.00, the
difference in savings is
not comparable to the
increase in freight so,
the net effect to the
business is increased
cost, not savings,” De
Allie quipped.
“For us, it is about
managing the cost as a
business, and how you
could best deal with
inefficiences within your
business, and see how
you can get cost savings to minimise the
impact on the transfer
because if a business
doesn‘t get net savings,
it can’t pass it on. It’s
as simple as that, and
that’s what we have to
be clear about,” he
remarked.
An analysis from the
Ministry of Finance indicated that freight
charges on average
have increased by over
40%, over seven (7)
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Christopher De Allie – the former Private
Sector Representative in Upper House of
Parliament does not agree with government’s
decision to cap freight prices at 2019 levels

Public Policy Consultant, Dr. Stephen Fletcher
- believes the freight cap is a move in the right
direction

regions with a maximum increase of 108%
from Asia, which is the
home of China, the
manufacturing capital
of the world.
Apart from China,
Grenada
currently
imports goods mainly
from North America,
South America, the
CARICOM
region,
Europe, and Africa and
Oceania, which have
realised
a
40%
increase based on
demand.
Noting that freight
prices worldwide have
started to drop, De Allie
queried “whether this
loss of revenue measure for the government is something that
is needed, understanding that the real effect
to the average consumer will not be perfectly met.”
Offering a different perspective was Public
Policy Consultant, Dr.
Stephen Fletcher, who
also appeared as a
guest on the Bubb
Report.
Dr. Fletcher agreed
that “if the other cost
elements far outweigh
the reduction that is
going to be incurred by

freight then you are not
likely to see the kind of
impact that you want to
see.”
However, he noted that
the policy of the Dickon
Mitchell-led regime is a
move in the right direction, as it is geared to
impact on the inflationary pressures facing
consumers and that the
government, by its
actions “has decided
that they were going to
give up a certain
amount of revenue in
order to positively
impact on prices.”
“Now, I would argue
that the impact would
not be significant in
some respects (but)
this measure in particular, is on food items
where we are seeing
the kind of runaway
inflation, especially, on
commodities...,” he
said.
“…If government
taxes, which also contributes to the (cost of)
the final product is calculated on the basis of
cost, insurance, and
freight, and you are
able to impact on one
(1) of those three (3)
areas, you are likely to
(Continue on pg 20

THE SPYGATE SCANDAL!!!
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LOCAL NEWS

In light of the mystery surrounding what is now called THE POLICE TRANSMISSION TOWER AT
PITON, THE NEW TODAY has decided to reproduce an article that was first published on July 24,
2020 about spygate devices that the former Keith Mitchell-led New National Party (NNP) was
allegedly discussing with a fugitive from justice to secure importation into the country.

Grenada has denied
that it was involved with
a fugitive from justice in
Germany,
Jan
Marsalek,
Chief
Operating Officer of
Wirecard in order to
secure spying software
for use in the country.
Speaking to THE NEW
TODAY on Monday,
Health Minister Nickolas
Steele said that he did
not make any such
request to the Austrianborn Marsalek who is
wanted by police in
Germany as part of a billion dollar investigation
after Wirecard was
allegedly discovered in
wrongdoing.
The fugitive executive
of the embattled payment startup company
was mentioned in the
German weekly magazine, Der Spiegel, as
trying to source the spying equipment for
Grenada shortly after
the 2013 general election in which current
Prime Minister Dr. Keith
Mitchell returned to
power.
The magazine reported
over the weekend that
Marsalek, who is on the
run, had a meeting with
the Italian surveillance
technology provider,
Hacking Team in 2013
as an official representative of the government
of Grenada to try and
secure the spying technology.
Der Spiegel included in
the article the printed
letter with the controversial letterhead of the
Grenada government
which was purported to
be signed by Steele
who was then the
Minister of Foreign
Affairs.
The senior government
minister categorically
denied any involvement
or knowledge of the
Marsalek dealings with
Hacking Team on the
software issue.
“For sure, for sure, definitely, definitely,” the
senior government minister told THE NEW
TODAY in his strong
denial after he was presented with the contents of the article in
both German and
English from the magazine with the allegation
about him.
According to Minister
Steele, this was impossible since the Mitchellled ruling New National
Party (NNP) government had just won the
elections and was itself
passing legislation in
Parliament to outlaw the
practice.
He said he suspected

THE NEW TODAY that
Marsalek was interested in a project that
involved the Ministry of
Finance on Wirecard
business but nothing
actually happened with
his proposal.
“That is what I know of
him from checking
around,” he remarked.
Minister Steele said he
assured the German
magazine that he would
make himself available
for any questions or
clarification that they
might need on the issue
of the alleged software
matter in light of the fact
that the Austrian fugitive
is now being investigated in the 1.9 billion
fraud in Germany.

Nickolas Steele – denied any involvement in the
Spygate scandal
that the Austrian fraud- Der
Spiegel
and
ster might have gotten a Motherboard
have
Grenada government found out.
letterhead
through
The report said: “In a
“some other correspon- phone call, Steele, who
dence or so” at an earli- is now the Minister (of)
er stage and was now Health in Grenada said
trying to use it in an ille- the document leaked in
the Hacking Team
gal manner.
“It (the letterhead) is emails is fraudulent.
“I can categorically
definitely not from us.
You look at the letter – state that the letter in
the letter doesn’t even your attachment bearhave a Record Number ing a resemblance to
or anything like that. It’s my signature and office
just a straight letter with at that time is a frauduno Filing Number or lent document,” Steele
anything at all,” he said. said in the phone call,
According to Minister referring to the apparent
Steele, the letterhead business deal between
used by the Austrian Grenada and Hacking
fugitive has “left out cer- Team. “I certainly did
tain things that are part not make that request
of our regular corre- or any such request.”
“Steele confirmed to
spondence” and is defiand
nitely not an authentic Spiegel
Motherboard that he
document.
The Grenada Minister had met Marsalek and
had engaged the another person whose
reporter who wrote the name is mentioned in
spying software article the document in the
for the German maga- summer of 2013. “He
zine in a telephone con- was a very charismatic
young man and a
versation on Sunday.
Steele told this news- smooth talker,” Steele
paper that the reporter remembers. The meetinformed him in their ings were about a busiengagement that they ness proposal from
involving
are continuing to follow Marsalek
on Marsalek’s trail and Wirecard technology. In
from the research done the end, however, no
so far he is linked to deal was made, Steele
several fraudulent docu- said.
“The
head
of
ments.
“I told them “no” - we Encryptech, a Mexican
most definitely did not company that is mencorrespond with him on tioned in the letter, and
that (spy software). He which worked as an
did come to Grenada intermediary between
and he was trying to sell Hacking Team and
his Wirecard technolo- some government customers, called the letter
gy,” he said.
An extract from the “fake.”
“They used the name
tech magazine known
as VICE, said that it is of my company without
turning
out
that authorization,” Alfonso
Marsalek was never a Ayensa said in an
Grenada government online chat”.
Minister Steele told
representative as both

He said: “They (magazine) have reached out
to me for clarity and I
have been co-operating
with them. I told him
that we understand
what he’s doing in
terms of trying to track
down a criminal in
Germany so we remain
available.
“In terms of taking legal
action against the gentleman, if Germany
can’t find him, we can’t
find him but we can
lodge on record that he
has fraudulently misrepresented the government of Grenada or
tried to … and if and
when he ever shows up
we can follow suit but I
wouldn’t use public

funds on that right now,”
he added.
The Mitchell-led NNP
regime has been
dogged by controversies over the years
especially with foreign
investors who have
duped the island of millions of dollars.
The latest was the
Shrimp Farm project in
Victoria, St. Mark in
which approximately
EC$52.2 million collected by the non-national
investors from the sale
of Grenadian passports
have disappeared without a trace.
The Marsalek documents including the
Grenada letterhead
were included in a

cache published after
Hacking Team was
hacked in 2015.
Marsalek has been
described as the
'world's most wanted
man' and reportedly fled
Germany to Belarus,
and is now thought to
be hiding out in Russia
under the protection of
the Russian Intelligence
Services.
His Wirecard company
suddenly collapsed in
June after German regulators raided its headquarters as part of an
investigation into fraudulent stock price manipulation and 1.9 billion
euro that are missing
from the company's
books.

Page 15.qxp_page 15 22/09/2022 4:58 PM Page 1

Allie Baptiste seeks damages against
former Grenada government minister
LOCAL NEWS

Can a person who has been extradited
file a private claim for damages against
the Minister who issued a surrender
order pursuant to the Extradition Act.
This was the question that High Court
Judge, Justice Raulston Glasgow
sought to answer in delivering judgment in a case brought against a
Grenada Minister of Foreign Affairs by
an individual who was charged by the
police in a Cocaine-related case and
ordered by the Magistrate’s Court.
Allie Baptiste was arrested on 25th
February 2009 by police officers on a
charge of conspiracy to import illicit
drugs into the United Kingdom.
(Continue from last
week)

The statutory scheme
and the ambit of the
discretion imposed
therein
(6) Section 12 – deals
with procedures where a
Magistrate refuses to
commit the arrested person. The section offers
the Commonwealth country or foreign state the
option to question the
proceedings before the
High Court;
(7) Section 13 – The person who is committed further to the hearing before
the Magistrate (the committed person) may make
a habeas corpus application to the High Court. Of

On February 26, 2009, he was taken
before Chief Magistrate, Her Honour
Tamara Gill (as she then was) for a preliminary hearing.
The Chief Magistrate then transferred
the case to another Magistrate, Her
Honour Karen Noel (the committing
Magistrate) who on 27th March 2009
granted bail to Mr. Baptiste.
On or about 16th April 2009, the State
commenced the extradition proceedings before the committing Magistrate
on the ground that Baptiste committed
an extradition offence against the law
of the UK, namely, “conspiracy to
evade the prohibition on the importa-

particular significance to
this present discourse is
section 13(4) which permits the High Court to
“receive additional evidence relevant to the
exercise of its jurisdiction…”;

(8) Section 14 outlines
what is happen where a
person consents to be
extradited;
(9) Sections 15 and 16
are of particular relevance to this discussion
and will be recited in full
–
Order for surrender

(1)Where a person is
committed under section
11 and is not discharged
by order of the High

Court, the Minister may
by warrant order him or
her to be surrendered
unless his or her surrender is prohibited by this
Act.
(2)Without prejudice to
his or her general discretion to issue a warrant for
the surrender of a person
to a foreign State or
Commonwealth country—
(a) the Minister shall not
issue a warrant for the
surrender of any person if
it appears to the Minister
in relation to the offence
in respect of which that
person’s surrender is
sought, that—
(i) by reason of its trivial
nature,

THE NEW TODAY Fri., Sept 23, 2022

tion of a controlled drug of class A,
namely cocaine”.
Upon completion of the extradition
proceedings, Her Honour Noel committed Baptiste on 15th October 2009 to
be extradited to the UK.
Through local attorney-at-law, Dr.
Francis Alexis, QC, Baptiste took legal
action against the government minister
seeking damages for losses suffered
during the ordeal.
THE NEW TODAY reproduces an edited version of the Glasgow ruling on the
case:

(ii)
by reason of
the passage of time since
he or she is alleged to
have committed it or to
have become unlawfully
at large, as the case may
be, or (iii) because the
accusation against him or
her is not made in good
faith in the interests of
justice, it would having
regard to all the circumstances, be unjust or
oppressive to surrender
him or her; and
(b)
the Minister
may decide not to issue a
warrant for the surrender
of a person accused or
convicted of an offence
not punishable with death
in Grenada if the person
could be or has been
sentenced to death for

that offence in the country by which the request
for his or her surrender is
made.

(3) A warrant for surrender shall not be issued in
the case of a person who
is serving a sentence of
imprisonment or detention, or is charged with an
offence in Grenada— (a)
in the case of a person
serving such a sentence,
until the sentence has
been served; and

(b) in the case of a person charged with an
offence, until the charge
is disposed of or withdrawn or unless an order
is made for it to lie on the
file and, if it results in his
or her serving a term of
imprisonment or deten-
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Deceased Magistrate Karen Noel
tion, until the sentence concerned and his or her
has been served.
ordinary place of residence, that preference
(4) The Minister may should be given to that
decide not to issue a war- other request.
rant for surrender under
this section for the sur- (5) Notice of the issue of
render of a person com- a warrant under this secmitted in consequence of tion for the surrender of a
an extradition request, if person
to
a
another
extradition Commonwealth country
request has been made shall forthwith be given to
in respect of that person the person to be surrenand it appears to the dered.
Minister, having regard to
all the circumstances of
Surrender to foreign
the case and in particuState
lar— (a) the relative seriousness of the offences (1)The Minister shall give
in question;
to the person to whom an
order under section 15
(b)the date on which for the surrender to a foreach such request was eign State would relate,
made;
notice in writing that he or
she is contemplating
(c) the nationality or citi- making such an order.
zenship of the person
(Continue on page 18)
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REPORT ON WRONG-DOING AT MNIB
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* From page 11

VI.The inquiry/investigation determined that
the circumstances surrounding the issues of
non-payments/delayed
payments were due to
cash flow issues exacerbated by the garnishing of MNIB’s account,
a result of its court matter
with
CSME
Commodity Traders
Ltd.

VII.The inquiry/investigation found that
Annual Business Plans
submission dates by
the MNIB, during the
period
under
inquiry/investigation,
always fell outside of
the four-month window
stipulated by the Act.

VIII. The inquiry/investigation found that MNIB
did not keep its books
of accounts in a way
that is sufficient to
record and explain the
transactions, and to
enable its financial
position to be determined with reasonable
accuracy at any time.
IX. The lack of cooperation
from
the
Management of the
MNIB with the auditors
resulted in significant
delays in the preparation and submission of
the annual Audited
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ination, under the direction of the

Reports to the Ministry
of Finance for onward
transmission
to
Parliament.

Department of Audit,
into MNIB’s financial
operations for the period of the Commission’s
inquiry/investigation or
a focused investigation
for this period on the
areas specifically identified in this Report.

X. While it was the
responsibility of the
Board
and
Management of the
MNIB to make these
entities viable through
the products and services provided, more
follow-up by the line
Ministry was required to
ensure the projects
were being implemented as planned.

II.There should be
mandatory training at
the reconstitution of the
Boards of Directors for
new and continuing
members on their
Fiduciary Duties, roles
and responsibilities in
accordance with all
applicable Acts and the
training must be conducted by a professional with proficiency in
the operations of statutory bodies.

XI. Following review of
some of the MNIB’s
Financial
and
Operational Reports,

as well as Reports from
MNIB’s independent
auditor,
the
inquiry/investigation
determined that MNIB
was poorly managed.

XII.The inquiry/investigation determined that
MNIB was not compliant with some of the
required policies, protocols, and procedures.
Some of them did not
exist or were not implemented during the period
under
the
inquiry/investigation.

XIII. The inquiry/investigation was also able to
determine that, there is
no Standard Operating

Ruel Edwards – did not make himself available for questioning
Procedures (SOP) or Based on the foregoCode of Conduct at the ing, the following recMinistry of Finance for ommendations are
persons on contract vis made among others for
a vis requirements to implementation; in the
declare any such activi- main Report each issue
ties outside the service. has identified specific
recommendations.
Summary
Recommendations
I. Conduct a full independent forensic exam-

III. Board Directors
along
with
the
Management
of
Statutory Bodies should
create and implement a
Risk Treatment Plan
that would mitigate
against risks, conflict of
interests and corrupt
practices. This plan will
be periodically revised
as part of the Integrity
Commission’s Risk
Management implementation.
IV.
Due consideration be given to a

comprehensive review
of the MNIB Act and
specifically the composition of the Board. The
Board membership
should be representative of;
a.
At least two (2)
farmers;

b. At least two (2)
Fisheries Cooperatives
Representatives;

c.A Chartered Accountant;

d. An attorney-at--law
with at least five years
standing;

e.Consumers Representative;

f. Bureau of Standards
Representative;

g. Business community with an emphasis on
marketing;

h.Ministry of Trade
and/or;
i. The line Ministry.

V. It is strongly recommended that the MNIB
has an independent
Secretary designated to
the Board of Directors.
This must also be
applied to all Statutory
Bodies.

VI. Administrative and
operational policies, procedures and practices

must be developed, disseminated to staff and
implemented to ensure
the proper management
of the MNIB.

VII.The MNIB should
provide farmers with
more information on
market fluctuations and
also provide advice and
consultations on what
and when they should
plant.

VIII. It is strongly recommended
that
the
Ministry of Trade and by
extension all Ministries,
implement Standard
Operating Procedures
that include a welldefined Code of Ethics,
Conflict of Interest[1]
and Code of Conduct,
modelled by the IPLA
and
advise
all
appointees;

IX. It is strongly recommended that MNIB’s
Board of Directors
ensure that they are in
full compliance with the
Public Procurement and
Disposal of Public
Property Act No. 39 of
2014;
specifically
Section 55 (4) a) b) c)
and (5), (6).

X. The Commission recommends that the
RGPF should continue
to investigate the fires.

t

t

e

:

Page 17.qxp_page 17 22/09/2022 7:56 PM Page 1

Budget Time Again
By Laurel Bain

The public would be
eagerly awaiting the presentation of the national
budget for 2023. The
transformative agenda of
the National Democratic
Congress [NDC] administration, for at least the next
three years, should then
be outlined.
Within this three-year
framework, the public
would be informed of the
policies, programs, and
projects for 2023, the
expenditure associated
with these and the sources
of financing for the expenditures. These would be
documented in the
Parliamentary Approved
Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure for 2023.
The policies, programmes
and projects would aim at
transforming the economy
to
“A
Sustainable,
Equitable and Prosperous

Grenada for All”. The information presented in the
2023 national budget
should be steps to achieving this vision.
The current economic and
social conditions in the
country should form the
basis for constructing the
building blocks to the
transformed economy.
Therefore, the assessment
of the economy that
accompanies the national
budget, should focus on
the indicators that need to
be changed to signal the
movement to a transformed economy.
While the economic
assessment would include
the usual trends in the
macro-economic variables
and developments in the
economic, financial, fiscal,
and external sectors, there
should be an emphasis on
the challenges in the
economy and some of the
structural issues that need
to be addressed.
These include
(i). the trend in agriculture
production;
(ii). the performance of
agriculture exports;

(iii). the trend in the food
import bill;

(iv). the state of agro-processing and agri-business;

(v). developments in the
fishing industry and other
marine resources;

(vi). the status of the creative industries;
(vii). the foreign exchange
outflows to external agents
for the importation of services; and (viii). the efficiency of doing business
in Grenada.

The social sectors should
be given equal importance
in the assessment of the
economy. The areas of
focus should include
developments in education, health and other
social services, and the
dynamics of deviant
behaviour, unemployment,
and poverty. A refocusing
of the assessment of the
economy to highlight the
challenges and the structural imbalances would be
consistent with pursuing a
transformative agenda.
The
preparation,
approval, implementation,
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and evaluation of the budget is anchored in the legislative framework. The
budget process is guided
by the Constitution, and
the accompanying legislations are the Public
Finance Management Act,
the Debt Management Act,
the Fiscal Responsibility
Act, and the Audit Act.
The existence of this legislative framework did not
prevent the occurrence of
financial dilemmas and fiscal mysteries. Also,
numerous recommendations have been put forward for the reform of the
Fiscal Responsibility Act.
The issue is whether
there is need for legislative
reforms, or whether the
system
for
‘Good
Government’ requires an
overhaul, or a combination
of legislative and administrative reforms. The
Parliament is established
for the ‘Good Government’
of the country, and this
should be foremost in
transforming the economy.
The contents of the
national budget for 2023,
which would be presented
in the budget speech and
the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure, should
show signs of implementing a transformative agenda with the ultimate goal of
eradicating poverty.
The transformation of the
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economy would be an
ongoing process and
would, at times, be hindered by unforeseen circumstances. However, it is
important to establish targets to be achieved on the
path to transforming the
economy.
The Government has
identified some critical
areas in the transformative
agenda, and the 2023
national budget should
include policies, programmes and projects that
signal that the country is
moving in that direction.
A feature of the 2023
national budget would
therefore be which of the
components of the transformation agenda would
be developed into policies,
programmes, and projects
for 2023.
The projected economic
growth rate for 2023 and
the following two years
would be of significance.
Foremost among the outcome of the transformation
agenda is achieving sustainable economic growth
while (i). diversifying the
economy;
(ii). strengthening linkages
among the sectors in the
economy;
(iii). improving food and
nutrition security; and

(iv). creating employment,
particularly among the
youths.

The initiatives for transforming the economy, as
outlined in the NDC
Manifesto and the Throne
speech of 31st August
2022, are expected to be
integrated in the Mediumterm Economic and Social
Development Strategy and
the accompanying Public
Sector
Investment
Programme.
While these policies and
programme documents
are being prepared, there
are major policies that
could be identified, some
of which would need to be
included in the 2023
national budget.
Fundamental to transforming the economy are
the proposal for reforming
and developing the productive sectors which
include, among other proposals:

(i). The development and
integration of agriculture,
fisheries and marine
resources, tourism, creative industries, culture,
and ICT while protecting
the environment.
(ii). Improving the valueadded in the economy by
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developing agri-business,
fish processing and
cannabis industries in
medical and hemp products.

(iii). Re-invigorating the
spice industry by encouraging farmers to engage in
large scale replanting of
local spices.

(iv). Reforming the
Marketing and National
Importing Board; and integrating the Grenada
Cocoa Association and the
Grenada Cooperative
Nutmeg Association.

Therefore, in the 2023
national budget, elements
of these policies and programmes should be
included in the Vote for the
Ministry of Economic
Development, Planning,
Tourism and ICT, Creative
Economy, Agriculture and
Lands, Fisheries and
Cooperatives.
As a stimulus to the
reform process, a feature
of the budget should be an
incentive package for
entrepreneurs, particularly
for supporting the emerging activities in agri-business, fishing and marine
resources, the cannabis
industries, the creative
industries, and digital
(Continue on page 24)
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Allie Baptiste seeks damages against former Grenada government minister
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* From page 15

(2)The person to whom
such an order would
relate shall have a right
to make representations,
at any time before the
expiration of the period

of fifteen days commencing with the date
on which the notice is
given, as to why he or
she should not be surrendered to the foreign
State, and unless he or
she waives that right, no

such order shall be
made in relation to him
or her before the end of
that period.
(3)A notice under subsection (1) shall explain
in simple and ordinary

LOCAL NEWS

the committal court. I
have recited above the
evidence given by PS
Browne as to the matters which the Minister
considered before he
issued the surrender
order.

language the right conferred by subsection (2).

(4)It shall be the duty of
the Minister to consider
any representations
made in the exercise of
that right.

The contours of the
discretion

Magistrate Tamara Gill – did not hear the case
but passed it on to another Magistrate

(5)Unless the person to
whom it relates waives
the right conferred on
him or her by subsection
(6), he or she shall not
be surrendered to the
foreign State until the
expiration of the period
of seven days commencing with the date
on which the warrant is
issued or such longer
period as rules of court
may specify.

(6)At any time within the
period mentioned in subsection (5), the person
may apply for leave to
seek judicial review of
the Minister’s decision to
make the order.

NOTICE
The GTAWU Co-operative Credit Union Ltd. wishes to advise its members that its 24th
AGM has been scheduled to take place on Thursday, September 29, 2022 - 3:00 p.m. at
TAWU House, Green Street, St. George.
AGENDA:
1.
Call to Order
2.
Opening Prayer/National Anthem
3.
Welcome
4.
Silent Tribute
5.
Remarks
a.
GARFIN
b.
G’da Co-operative League Ltd.
BUSINESS SESSION
6.
Ascertainment of Quorum
7.
Minutes
8.
Reports
a. Board of Directors
b. Supervisory & Compliance Committee
c. Credit Committee
d.Financial
9.
Resolutions
10.
Nomination Committee Report/Elections
11.
Any Other Business
12.
Vote of Thanks
Please make a special effort to attend and to be on time.
Respectfully,
Wendy Brizan,
President.

(7)If the person applies
for judicial review, he or
she may not be surrendered so long as the
proceedings for judicial
review are pending.

(8)Proceedings for judicial review shall be treated for the purposes of
this section as pending
until, disregarding any
power of the court to
grant leave to appeal out
of time, there is no further possibility of an
appeal.
(9)A warrant under section 15—

(a) shall state in simple
and ordinary language
that the Minister has
considered any representations made in the
exercise of the right conferred by subsection (2);
and (b) shall explain in
simple and ordinary language the rights conferred by this section on
a person whose surrender to a foreign State
has been ordered under
section 15, and a copy
shall be given to the person to whom it relates
as soon as the order for
his or her surrender is
made.”

[24]
It is immediately apparent that section
15(1) gives the Minister
a general discretion
whether or not to issue
an order for the surrender of a committed person. I observe that while
the Minister is clothed

with the general discretion to issue the surrender order, the exercise
of the discretion is largely circumscribed by the
matters set out in section 15(2) et seq and by
the procedure stipulated
by section 16.

This is significant since
the ambit of the
Minister’s discretion is in
sharp focus on this discourse. Specifically, Mr.
Baptiste wants this court
to find that the exercise
of the Minister’s discretion required him to conduct or have instigated a
number of enquiries that
would have established
Mr. Baptiste’s innocence
of the claims made by
the requesting State.
Mr. Baptiste claims that
he placed these matters
before the Minister when
he met with the Minister
pursuant to section
16(4). Mr. Baptiste
insists that the Minister
should have enquired or
have investigated these
matters placed before
him and in particular –
(1)
The details of
monies sent by Mr.
Gibson to Mr. Baptiste’s
accounts at Grenada
Co-operative Bank;
Communal Co-operative
Credit
Union
and
Grenada Building and
Loan;

(2) Mr. Baptiste spent
the monies in those
accounts by using
cheques issued to individuals and business
places who were not
engaged in a conspiracy;
(3) The business conducted by Mr. Baptiste
with Mr. Gibson and Mr.
Moore were all bona fide
and legitimate business
transactions; and

(4) Mr. Baptiste had
never been convicted of
any
drug
related
offences.
[25] Interestingly and
significantly, Mr. Baptiste
indicated that the representation and evidence
he gave to the Minister
were also considered by

It may be somewhat difficult for the court to outline the precise contours
of the Minister’s general
discretion to issue a surrender order pursuant to
section 15(1). But as I
have stated above, the
exercise of this general
discretion is largely circumscribed by the matters set out in section
15(2) et seq and by the
procedure stipulated by
section 16.

But was the Minister, in
addition, enjoined to
have regard to the evidence that Mr. Baptiste
placed before him?
Admittedly, the committal
court had this material
before it when the committal order was made.

The question of whether
the Minister, in the exercise of his general jurisdiction to issue a surrender order, may consider
afresh material placed
before the committal
court is not without judicial comment and pronouncement by our
courts in the Eastern
Caribbean.

I would also remind
myself that further to the
committal court’s order,
Mr. Baptiste applied to
the high court pursuant
to section 13 for a writ of
habeas corpus. At that
court, he had another
occasion to canvass the
same issues placed
before the committal
court.

He could have also
placed additional evidence before the court
hearing the habeas corpus application. See
section 13(4) recited
above. See also the
judgment of Price
Findlay J delivered 12th
May 2012 refusing the
habeas corpus application.
With respect to materials
canvassed previously
before the committal
court, it is not suggested
in any of the cases (and
I do agree that this is a
correct view of the ambit
of the discretion), that
the Minister could not
advert to the material
previously placed before
the
committing
Magistrate and/or the
High Court.

In fact it is said that
“[T]he width of this discretion means that the
Secretary of State is
entitled to consider the
representations of an
applicant on the basis
(Continue on pg 21)
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Opposition Senator Norland Cox
warns of tough times ahead
LOCALNEWS

The opposition New
National Party (NNP)
has advanced the argument that the removal of
the subsidy imposed on
non-fuel
electricity
charges and fuel at the
pumps by the former
regime as part of inflationary relief measures
eight (8) months ago,
signals “tough times”
ahead especially for poor
and vulnerable households.
Former Public Utilities
Minister Norland Cox,
who now serves as an
Opposition Senator in
the Upper House of
Parliament, raised the
issue during a press conference in St. George’s
last week Thursday,
approximately two days
after new Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell informed
Grenadians about the
adjustments to be made
in going forward on the
issue.
“We are very concerned, and disheartened that this is going to
create some significant
impact for the ordinary
p e o p l e . . . r e m e m b e r,
school(s) have just
(re)opened (and) for
homes who cannot pay
(the already high) electricity bills, they will be
cut off,” Sen. Cox told
reporters at a press conference in St. George’s
last week Thursday.
So, it means that students will be unable to
do their homework at
night (and) we may see
small businesses affected again - there might be
closures, we do not
know but we are very
concerned about this,”
he said.
However, the newly
installed
Finance
Minister, Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell, who
acknowledged the challenge for electricity consumers contends that

Former Public Utilities Minister Norland Cox believes that the removal of the cap on electricity
and fuel prices will have a negative impact on the
poor and vulnerable
the 25% subsidy has had
a negative impact on
GRENLEC’s cash flow,
resulting in the loss of
over EC$16 million, and
has severely hampered
the company’s ability to
meet its commitments.
The Grenadian leader,
who encouraged consumers to carefully manage their energy intake,
also expressed concern
about the ability of the
country’s lone electricity
provider, to meet the
growing demand for
energy in the country,
alluding to ongoing challenges with one of
engines
at
the
GRENLEC’s Queen’s
Park power plant, which
has resulted in consumers experiencing
more frequent power
outages throughout the
country in recent days.
The discontinuation of
the 25% discount on
non-fuel costs is expected to allow the cashstrapped state-owned
power company to meet
its financial obligations,

and remain as a stable
national asset.
PM Dickon Mitchell said
the government “cannot
risk jeoparding the financial stability of GRENLEC,” and gave assurances
that
his
administration is “going
to look at alternative
measures to cushion the
impact...particularly for
consumers who consume less than or up to
100 kWh hours per
month.”
Public Policy Consultant
Dr. Stephen Fletcher,
who added his voice to
the ongoing debate
believes that “this
removal of the 25% cap
has to be seen as a balancing act to ensure that
this strategic asset is
secured (and) can
ensure that the manufacturers (and) houses have
power, small businesses
are able to perform, and
very importantly, at a
time where in the school
system we are more,
and more turning to the
Internet as a source of

information, and a teaching aid, we need to
ensure that this resource
remain stable.”
Dr. Fletcher made the
remark
when
he
appeared as a guest on
The Bubb Report on
Sunday, agreeing in principle with the removal of
the subsidy in the context of the company’s
need for revenue at a
time when the engines
are aging, and the need
for repairs, and maintenance are more frequent, along with other
issues like salary
increases of about 30%,
which has led to workers
taking industrial action
against the company
recently.
Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell, who avowed to
find alternative ways to
mitigate rising cost of living, has said that the
cost of electricity is
determined by the cost
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of fuel, and is optimistic
that fuel prices will continue to trend downwards, which will ultimately lead to a
reduction in electricity
bills.
The Grenadian leader
gave assurances that
the government will find
alternative cushionary
measures to mitigate
against the already high
cost of electricity in the
country.
One such measure was
implemented on Sunday,
with the removal of the
$15.00 cap that was also
imposed by the former
administration in January
as the price per gallon
drops by more than
EC$2.00 to EC$12.74
this month, while the
price of diesel fell by
only 43 cents, from
EC$15.00 to $14.57.
Sen.
Cox
had
expressed concern that
the removal of the
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Public Policy Consultant Dr. Stephen Fletcher forecasters project a general reduction and stabilisation of fuel prices in the coming years

$15.00 cap per gallon on
fuel, which is regulated
on a month by month
basis, will result in a bus
fare hike.
However, according to
Dr. Fletcher, global fuel
prices are projected to
decrease and or, stabilise in the coming
years.
“The global forecast of
fuel prices over the next
two or three years, and
barring any extraneous

negative factor coming
into play such as hurricanes et cetera, is forecasting a general
decrease and stabilisation of prices. So, hopefully we will benefit from
that (and) the fuel that
we import will probably
remain within good measure, and therefore starting at $12.74 per gallon
it will be able to be managed throughout,” said
Dr. Fletcher.
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Caribbean Food Security and the private sector
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London, England -Delivering Caribbean
Governments’ ambitious
plans to reduce the
Caribbean’s huge food
import bill will require significant levels of private
sector investment.
Gervase Warner, the
Chief Executive Officer of
Massy Holdings, was
direct.
Speaking in Trinidad at
the second regional AgriInvestment Forum as
Chairman of the CARICOM Private Sector
Organisation, he said:
“Food security has clearly
become front and centre,
a critical issue for our
own survival. It is very
clear to us we are not
going to get help from our
colonisers of the past, we
are not going to get help
from big developing countries…This is our problem
for us to address.”
He told participants that
if the private sector were
to invest in agricultural
production in Belize,
Guyana, Trinidad and

elsewhere, it would be
possible to produce 25%
of the region’s food and
agricultural requirements
by 2025, reducing the
present US$4bn cost of
CARICOM’s food imports
by at least US$1.2bn.
His remarks come as
conflict in Europe, sanctions, global decoupling,
climate change, and
drought are causing energy, fertiliser, and transport
prices to surge, making
the long-term economic
outlook for food security
challenging for every
nation that is a net
importer.
The Forum indicated that
some progress towards
achieving CARICOM’s
2025 food production target is happening in
Jamaica, St Lucia, and
Guyana, and that several
other nations are seeking
financing for agricultural
expansion through a special Republic Bank facility.
More importantly, detail
was provided about
potentially game chang-

ing infrastructural and
other initiatives being
developed by a ‘coalition
of the willing’ in the shape
of Guyana, Suriname,
Trinidad, and Barbados
that if delivered will be
developmental.
What the four nations
envisage beyond the
large-scale provision of
agricultural land for food
production by Guyana
and Suriname, is the
development of an intraregional shipping service,
the construction of a
regional food hub in
Barbados possibly linked
to others in Antigua,
Jamaica, St Lucia, and
Trinidad, the development of value added agriprocessing facilities in the
OECS and elsewhere,
and a proposal to use
Suriname’s, and possibly
Venezuela’s natural gas if
brought ashore in
Trinidad, to produce fertiliser for regional sale
and export.
As a further step, discussions have begun with
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the Governor of Brazil’s
landlocked agriculturedominated
northern
province of Roraima
about creating a regional
outlet through Guyana for
agricultural goods, while
Suriname is to develop
ideas as to how national
and regional industrial
policies in CARICOM
might be created that horizontally integrate regional food production with
manufacturing.
The Trinidad Forum also
indicated that if this
strategic southern vision
is to succeed, it will
require large Caribbean
corporations to be convinced that such plans
are commercially viable
and executable.
Strikingly, however, what
is emerging is a reluctance on the part of the
regional private sector to
consider intra-regional
cross-border investments.
This is despite some of
the bigger players in
CARICOM already being
invested in agricultural

in
Latin
ventures
America.
Several Heads of
Government speaking at
the conference made
clear that if the region’s
own companies were
unable to take advantage
of the agricultural and
related investment opportunities that now exist in
Suriname,
Guyana,
Belize, and elsewhere,
they would turn to foreign
investors: in effect reversing the post-independence experience which
saw foreign companies
withdraw from owning
long-leasing
and
Caribbean agricultural
land.
At the Forum, Trinidad’s
Prime Minister, Keith
Guyana’s
Rowley,
President, Ifran Ali, and
Suriname’s President,
Chandrikapersad Santokhi,
all spoke about what Prime
Minister Rowley described
as “the resistance” of business to the initiatives that
are being developed.
Prime Minister Rowley
appealed to the region’s
private sector “to change
the formulae of trade” by
using the time it will take
to get crops into the
ground to become distributors of local produce
rather than commission
agents for those outside
of the region.
He also sought to reassure the region’s small
farmers that the drive for
investment in large-scale
agriculture for regional
supply was not intended
to displace or replace
them, but to put in place
systems that will help
them too. But this is far
from being the whole
story.
The economist Marla
Dukharan, is of the view
that the principal reason
for the reluctance on the
part of the regional and
external private sector,
whether in relation to
investment in agriculture

or much else, relates to
how little progress has
been made in addressing
what she describes as
the “disease of doing
business” in the region.
She suggests that recent
acquisition, expansion,
and consolidation trends
involving the region’s
non-tourism private sector indicate that investors
continue to require
“meaningful counterbalancing”, in the form of
Government concessions
to compensate for the
costs and risk of doing
business, and to make an
investment opportunity
sufficiently attractive.
She also believes that
climate risks in the
Eastern Caribbean, the
smallness of market size,
access to credit, and difficulty in penetrating any
industry already dominated by a few big private
players act as additional
disincentives, as do formal foreign exchange
restrictions in Barbados
and The Bahamas, and
de facto controls and
risks in Trinidad that disincentivise investors.
Only in the case of
Guyana, Jamaica, and
the Dominican Republic
does she see “more
opportunity and possibility than costs and risks”.
Apart from this illustrating the urgency of
addressing entrenched
mismatches between
public policy and private
sector concerns, the
regional private sector’s
disinclination to invest in
the Caribbean indicates
the importance of accelerating the wider treaty
and regional reforms necessary to stimulate the
free movement of capital
and labour.
Or put another way, if

change does not happen,
the newfound political
will, vision, and desire to
pursue
competitive
advantage based on economic complementarity
now being shown by
Guyana,
Suriname,
Trinidad, and Barbados
will be frustrated.
The restructuring implied
by the region accepting
responsibility for its own
food security is as great a
challenge in its own way
as that faced when preferential
commodity
arrangements
with
Europe ended.
Then, instead of linking
EU support for the long
overdue consolidation of
commodity agriculture to
a gradual transition into
food
production,
Caribbean governments
accepted by default the
compensating rise of
tourism and migration
away from the land,
embracing instead globalisation-enabled cheap
food imports.
If for whatever reason
larger entities in the
regional private sector
are unable to identify the
commercial viability or
successfully invest in
Caribbean food security,
others in China, Saudi
Arabia, and the Gulf with
the wherewithal will do
so, assuming responsibility for feeding the
Caribbean.
Once again, holistic solutions and a long-term
vision of a world that is
changing are required;
along with transparency
and better explanations
as to how governments
intend facilitating intraregional investment.

reducing cost of living to
everyone.”
“In the context as a vulnerable small island
state that depends on
imports, especially, food
imports, we have to see
to what extent we can
pull different levers to
effect the reduction in
price, and really management
of
prices...given what is
happening in the international arena, the
Ukraine war, and the
impact on freight
charges, the lingering
effects of COVID on
freight, and things as
container prices.”
“Although there is a
slight decrease that is
beginning to take place
regarding
freight
charges in some areas,
it is a good policy lever

that has been used and
we must see what other
levers are in place to
effect the change that
you want to see which,
is the management of
inflation.”
The impending cap on
freight prices forms part
of the new Congress
government’s approach
to tackling rising cost of
living in the country,
which is a measure that
is scheduled for review
at the end of March
2023.
As an added measure,
the government is currently engaging stakeholders in consultation
towards reducing, or the
complete removal of
Value Added Tax (VAT)
on some key food
items, as well as sanitary and hygiene items.

(David Jessop is a consultant to the Caribbean
Council)

DeAllie: Impending freight cap will result
in increased cost for private sector
businesses and not savings
* From pg 13

see a possible decrease
in price,” he added.
The United Nations
Economic Commission
for Latin America and
the Caribbean (ECLAC)
predicts that consumer
prices, which had doubled between the end of
2020 and 2021 to 6.6%,
are expected to rise to
an astronomical 8.1% in
the next 12 months.
Noting that “the fight
against inflation takes
on multiple forms,” Dr.
Fletcher said, the “government will have to
look at whatever other
policy leverages to see
to what degree, and
extent it can in fact have
the desired public policy
effect that you want to
have because it is about

A fe
b
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Allie Baptiste seeks damages against former Grenada government minister
LOCAL NEWS

* From pg 18

the limits of the ambit of
his discretion when he
concluded that the material and indeed the contentions as to Mr.
Baptiste’s innocence were
already examined before
the courts and as such he
could not form any differ-

that the Magistrate has
satisfied himself that, as a
matter of law, there is a
prima facie case made out
against the person, whose
case he is considering.”[8]

Additionally, the Minister
is “quite entitled to take
the view that it was not
open to him to come to a
different conclusion from
that of the…”[9] committing Magistrate or the High
Court since it is absolutely
clear that the Minister has
no business sitting as a
review or appellate court,
so to speak, from the
assessment and decisions
made by the committal
court and/or the High
Court.
As Ramdhani J pithily
opined “In considering
whether a request was
made in good faith, a
second defendant (The
Minister) does not superimpose himself into the
judicial process which
leads to a committal. He
has no business reviewing
the decision of the committing court.”[10] (My
insert in bold).
[29] Our Court of Appeal
examined the law in this
regard when Leroy
King[11]
appealed
Ramdhani J’s decision to
that court. In refusing the
appellant’s request that
the court depart from
Ramdhani J’s assessment, the Court of Appeal
succinctly articulated the
law on this issue to be that
–

“A minister exercising
powers of return under
section 14(2)(a) of the
Extradition Act is not
required in all cases to
examine the quality of
evidence on which committal for extradition was
based and that such
examination should only
be in rare cases and for
good cause. The learned
judge in the case at bar
accordingly held that
having regard to the
conclusions of the magistrate and the High Court
judge, there was no
arguable case that the
Minister ought to, in the
exercise of his judgment,
personally
examine
afresh the quality of the
evidence. The learned
judge committed no error
in so holding based on
the evidence which was
before him.[12]”
[30] It seems therefore
from the foregoing that
while it is accurate to
define the ambit of the
Minister’s discretion as
being “wide and unstructured[13]” and even
though it is within his discretion to so do, it would
be indeed a rare case (on
good cause) where he is
obliged to consider afresh
the quality of the evidence
placed before the committing Magistrate and/or the
High Court and indeed an
even rarer case that the
exercise of the ambit

Dr. Francis Alexis, QC- represented Allie
Baptiste in the case

would permit him to take a
view that is different from
the committal court.

Therefore, in order to
ground a private claim for
damages on the grounds
that the Minister acted
negligently in such circumstances, a claimant would
have to show on the
pleadings and by evidence
that his or her case falls
within that fairly rare
instance where the exercise of the Minister’s discretion obligated him or
her to consider afresh the
quality of evidence placed
before the committing
Magistrate and/or the High
Court and that the Minister
so failed to act.
My thoughts on the
application of the law in
this case

[34] Mr. Baptiste was
afforded the opportunity to
revisit the basis on which
the committing Magistrate
acted by applying pursuant
to section 13 of the Act for
a writ of habeas corpus.
He adopted this route by
applying before Price
Findlay J for a writ of
habeas corpus.
Mr. Baptiste could have
also taken the opportunity
to place fresh evidence
before Price Findlay J on
the habeas corpus application (see section 13(4)
of the Act.) He has not
indicated to me on this
case whether he laid further evidence before the
learned judge hearing the
habeas corpus application.
The habeas corpus application was refused by
Price Findlay J.

All these antecedents
were before the Minister
when he was exercising
the discretion to issue the
surrender order. The
Minister formed the view
that he could not take a
position any different from
the committing Magistrate
or the High Court.
This is since, as is correctly stated in the authorities, it is not part of the
Minister’s remit to act as a
review or an appellate
body from either the decision of the committing

Magistrate or the High
Court.

The Minister, rightly in my
view, accepted that the
matters canvassed before
him by Mr. Baptiste were
fully investigated by and
adjudicated on by both the
committing Magistrate and
the High Court.

Curiously, Mr. Baptiste
has not indicated to this
court why he did not utilise
the process recited at section 16(6) of the Act. That
section afforded him
another occasion to apply
to the high court for a judicial review of the
Minister’s decision to issue
the surrender order within
15 days of the decision to
extradite him. Rather, he
has applied by ordinary
action on a claim alleging
negligence.
I have above set out the
matters considered by the
Minister when he sought to
exercise the general discretion to order Mr.
Baptiste’s surrender to the
UK. It was incumbent on
Mr. Baptiste to demonstrate on the facts that the
Minister was obliged to
consider afresh the quality
of the evidence assessed
by the committal court and
that by his failure to do so,
he exceeded the ambit of
this discretion.
Mr. Baptiste has asserted
that had the Minister further investigated the matter or instigated an investigation into the material he
would have formed a view
that was different from the
committal court.

However, Mr. Baptiste has
not presented to me any
evidence that what he presented to the Minister falls
within the category of
those rare cases where
one can say that the exercise of the Minister may
have obliged him to consider afresh the quality of
the evidence placed
before the Magistrate.
In the circumstances, I do
not agree that the Minister
was obliged to investigate
or have the material further interrogated. The
Minister acted well within
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ent view or was obligated
to
conduct
further
enquiries or have them
conducted.
Conclusion
[Based on the above
assessment of matters in
this case, I find that Mr.

Baptiste has failed to show
that when the Minister
decided to issue the order
to surrender him to the
UK, the Minister exceeded
the ambit of the general
discretion given to him by
section 15(1) of the Act
and that as a conse-
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quence, Mr. Baptiste was
entitled to file a private
claim for damages.
The claim therefore fails.
Mr. Baptiste is to pay costs
to the defendant in the
assessed
sum
of
$2,500.00.
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New Grenada PM receives enthusiastic welcome in Brooklyn
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In his maiden official visit
to Brooklyn since his
shocking election victory
on June 23, in dethroning
incumbent Prime Minister
Dr. Keith Mitchell, new
Grenada Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell — no relation with the former leader
— was enthusiastically
received by nationals over
the weekend.
Mitchell was the honored
guest at a Dinner and Ball
Saturday night, at Glen
Terrace, on Avenue N in
Brooklyn, organized by
the New York Chapter of
the incumbent National
Democratic Congress
(NDC).
Then, on Sunday, he was
the featured speaker, at a
Town Hall meeting, at the
Claire Tow Theater at
Brooklyn, also organized
by the NDC affiliate.
On Sunday, over 500
Grenadians and friends of
Grenada greeted the
young prime minister with
standing ovations at the
beginning and end of his
speech, and rendered
applause throughout his
presentation.
Mitchell — whose delega-

tion comprised, among
others, Minister of
Education, Youth, Sports
and Culture, Sen. David
Andrew and Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Trade and
Export Development,
Joseph Andall — told
nationals that his administration is focused on transforming Grenada, particularly in education.
“If we are to transform
Grenada, we have to
transform the education
system,” he said in his 35minute address, echoing
remarks made earlier by
Andrew.
“From 1982, our education system has been
stagnant,” he added
before taking questions
from the audience in the
question-and-answer segment.
“There’s no reference in
our education system to
the sea, to the fish, to the
preservation of fish.
“It is not that difficult to
transform Grenada,” the
prime minister continued.
“For the past 30-35 years,
there was no leadership to
do so. But that stopped on
the 23rd of June

LOCAL NEWS

Grenada PM Dickon Mitchell addresses town
hall at Brooklyn College on Sunday, Sept. 18,
2022. Photo by Nelson A. King
(applause).
“A man who makes his
money practicing law is
not superior to the man
who fished,” Mitchell said.
“So, when you come back
home to spend that
money, it does not matter
where the money came
from — but that you
worked hard for it.”
He said that, over the
past 20 years, the culture
in Grenada did not
encourage people to

work.
“It was a mindset (by the
previous administration) to
buy their votes,” the prime
minister charged. “We
now have to re-dedicate.
You should be working for
substantially more.”
He said there’s no organized food storage and
distribution system in
Grenada, stating that, in
the last 18 years, the
country was not investing
in “replanting our foods,”

he added. “We will feed
our children with our food.
At a policy level, I’m prepared to write (that) each
child must eat a banana a
day.
“It sounds simple, you
can eat better; it’s healthier,” Mitchell continued.
“As opposed to the chicken we import from Brazil,
we can get fish from
Carriacou and Petite
Martinique (Grenada’s sister isles).
“For every threat or challenge, there’s an opportunity,” he said. “You don’t
need me to inspire you.
You have that Kirani
James, you have Peters
(Olympians). As long as
you’re prepared to work,
you can run your mouth
until they Kingdom come.”
Andrew said one of the
things the NDC did was to
inspire the Grenadian
people.
“Today, we have a real
opportunity to build on
that dream,” he said in his
maiden address. “One of
the things is an increase
in the morale of the staff
(in the Ministry of
Education). Since the 24th

of June, 2022, there has
been a desire to come to
work. People dress to
come to work.”
Andrew said all schools in
Grenada have been reopened, amid the COVID19 pandemic, despite the
challenges.
“We want to put on
record all involved –
teachers, principals and
the community,” he said.
“We cannot afford the
adversarial atmosphere
like before. I promised to
the principals – we
promised to treat them
with dignity and respect.”
In October, the
Education, Sports and
Culture Minister said
sports will re-commence
in schools in Grenada.
In addition, he said the government plans to institute
free tuition in all elementary
and secondary schools, and
that, for the first time, there
will be monthly subventions
for pre-schools in the country.
Andrew said the administration also plans to transform
Information Communications
Technology (ICT).
“It’s good to know there

are several Grenadians
should we need experience in ICT, early childhood education,” he said.
“We’re very thrilled at the
opportunity to set up a
better and brighter
Grenada.”
Emphasizing the NDC’s
theme of “Working with
Grenadians at home and
abroad to move Grenada
forward,” Andall urged
nationals to submit proposals to the government
to move the country forward.
“Curing, fish, agricultural
produce, again, we’re asking you to come with your
expertise and your money,
and let us move Grenada
forward,” he said. “We
had Air Grenada many
years ago. Please don’t
ask me who made it disappear. I’m not going
there (laughter from the
audience, hinting about
the previous administration).
“We’re going to cultivate
relations with the Mother
Continent (Africa),” Andall
added. “As the motto
goes, ‘let the people’s
voices be heard.’”

Page 23.qxp_page 23 22/09/2022 4:26 PM Page 1

CLASSIFIEDS

Call: 1 (473) 435-9363

FOR RENT
Short-term only.
Fully furnished 2-bedroom Apt
at Springs, St. George.
Comes with all the amenities
– just bring your clothes &
come.
Call: 420-2442 or 407-4401
for details
********
Affordable apartment in
Barbados near to U.S
Embassy and Airport.
Call: 246-234-3679 or
246-259-9187
********
Bougainvillea Apts
Self-contained apts centrally
located in Grand Anse by
shopping centers, banks,
beach,transportation, fully
equipped for self-catering with
full kitchen, veranda, cable
TV, internet. Ideal for
long/short term lets. On SGU
hospital bus routes.
www.grenada-bougainvillea.com or
bougainvillea@spiceisle.com
Call:444-4930
********
Two bedroom furnished house
in Woodland, St. George
Call: 457-6137
********
Two bedroom fully furnished
downstairs apt in Mt.
Parnassus in The Coconut.
Call: 405-4456/ 416-2218/
403-7647
********
One & three bedroom fully furnished apartments with A/C.
No children
Call: 420-9584
********

Commercial room 16×15ft..Ideal
for storage/Office space
Call: 416 2902

********
1 bedroom furnished apt in
Woburn, St. George.
Call: 449-3974
********
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CLASSIFIEDS

LANDS FOR SALE

43,560 sq ft of commercial,
Industrial land at Clarkson
Bay Road, Woodlands
Call: 440-2331, 405-2331,
415-2331
********

Free Online Advertising
LAND FOR SALE

Land for Sale at Morne
Rouge. Foundation and
Driveway excavated.
Front retaining wall.
Great sea view.
Call 415-2331; 405-2331;
405-2331

SERVICES

Certified Events Planner
Planning your next event:
Weddings, Baby showers,
Birthday parties,
Engagement and more.
Call: 459-5865 for more info

VTIW of land at Mt. Parnassus with breathtaking
views of hills and valleys and ocean.
Residential neighbourhood. 3ULFH

/RFDWHGDW&URWRQ'U0W3DUQDVVXVODQGRIVTIW
in this established neighbourhood.
3ULFH
/RFDWHGDW&DOLYLJQ\HVWDWH:HVWHUKDOOLVWKLVDWWUDFWLYHODQG
of VTIW$QJOHGYLHZRI:HVWHUKDOOED\
3ULFH
$EVROXWHO\EHDXWLIXOORWRIODQGVTIWDW&DOLYLJQ\
with sea views and close access to the main road.
3ULFH
'HVLUDEOHORWRIODQGDW:HVWHUKDOOZLWKVHDYLHZVRIWKH
South East coast. Rectangular in shape.
3ULFH

WANTED/ JOB OPPORTUNITY
Jamrock Grill is looking for 2 chef’s

Morning: 5am to 2pm and Evening: 4pm to 12am Tuesday to
Saturdays
Located in the Grand Anse area.
You will be responsible for the direct the preparation, seasoning, and cooking of salads, soups, fish, meats, vegetables,
desserts, or other foods. The chef will also be responsible to
prepare and serve traditional Jamaican Jerk Chicken, Jerk
Pork and Jerk Seafood items. Only candidates with extensive
knowledge and experience working in a traditional Jamaican
restaurant will be considered. Compensation based on
experience. Must be willing to work some Sundays for catered
events.
Please email resume to: jamrockgrilltws@yahoo.com

&/$66(6

$,'(2QOLQH3ULYDWH7XWRULQJ

We have experience providing education in various countries;
and can prepare you for college and beyond, from the comfort
of your home.
High School (CXC level) and College (A Level) lessons now
available, include:
%LRORJ\&KHPLVWU\/DQJXDJHV
0DWKHPDWLFV6RFLDO6WXGLHV,QIRUPDWLRQ7HFKQRORJ\
It is never too early or late to start your journey. Start sooner,
rather than later, for optimum results.
GND contact options:

(PDLOKHOS#JPDLOFRP

7HO   +(/3  :KDWV$SS

)DFHERRNKWWSVELWO\$,'(B)%

7ZLWWHUKWWSVELWO\$,'(B7

%RRNLQJ:HEVLWHKWWSVELWO\B$,'(

Dave’s Taxi Service Barbados
Taking you where you need to be safe
and ON-TIME.
Services offered:
* To US Embassy
* Tours and Accommodation
* Airport pick-ups and drop offs

Call or whatsapp 1-246-231-5797

&RQWDFW:KDW VDSS
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email: newtoday.gnd@gmail.com
website: www.thenewtodaygrenada.com
Follow us on our Facebook Page:
The New Today Grenada

LAND FOR SALE
HOPE CITY, ST. ANDREW’S
EXCLUSIVE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT –
FULL INFRASTRUCTURE – SPECTACULAR
OCEAN VIEW - 2 BEACHES WITHIN WALKING
DISTANCE – LOTS FROM 10EC$/SQ.FT

CALL TODAY: 439-6646 OR 406-3649
WWW.HOPEESTATEGRENADA.COM
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Grenadian PM says Caribbean politics seeing progressive wind of change
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Grenadian
Prime
Minister,
Dickon
Mitchell, says a progressive wind is blowing
throughout
the
Caribbean with citizens
embracing
political
change.
"It is a fascinating time
for the politics of our
region. Recent elections
have reflected the shift in
thinking with voters
trending towards progressive, centre left
philosophies with strong
grassroots support," he
said.
Mitchell was the guest
speaker at the People's
National Party's (PNP)
'Evening of Excellence',
an event to commemorate the party's 84th
annual conference.
Mitchell's National
Democratic Congress

Party ousted longstanding Keith Mitchell's New
National Party in June,
winning nine of the 15
seats.
Representatives from the
St Lucia Labour Party
and St Kitts and Nevis
Labour Party were also
present at the PNP
event.
"It is by no accident that
the parties who are represented here tonight
from the Caribbean are
all progressive centre
left," Mitchell said.
“I have no doubt that
their presence here
tonight signals where the
wind will blow,” he said to
much applause from
comrades.
Mitchell asserted that
the PNP has been instrumental in shaping
Jamaican politics, noting
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From left: Julian Robinson, Member of Parliament
for St Andrew South Eastern, Dr Peter Phillips, former Leader of the Opposition, Mark Golding,
President of the People National Party (PNP), in
conversation with Prime Minister of Grenada,
Dickon Mitchell, at the PNP's Evening of Excellence
held at Little Theatre in St Andrew on September
15, 2022. - Nicholas Nunes photo.

that the 84 party is older
than Jamaica.
However, he cautioned
about the challenges that
this might pose.
“Eighty-four years of
service to the people of
Jamaica is a significant
milestone and carries not
only the pride of singular
service but also encompasses the burden of
future casting for relevance. We are gathered
here tonight for this very
purpose…connecting,
sharing and building to
ensure that past successes do not petrify into
future complacency but
are reimagined to satisfy
the needs of our
Jamaican, Grenadian
and Caribbean society.”
He added; “It was merely a few months ago, that
I too was in the seat of

Demerara Mutual Life Assurance Society Limited is one of the main providers of Life, Motor, Fire, Health and other financial indemnities
in Guyana where the Society is headquartered. The Caribbean islands of St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines and Grenada are also
home to Demerara Mutual; providers of mainly Individual Life and Group Pension insurance.
Its mark of distinction is the SOLID SECURITY and PROTECTION provided for 131 years to the Caribbean peoples.
Demerara Mutual has evolved appreciably from its 1891 inception as a carrier of Life Assurance Indemnities, to a full-fledged financial
institution in this new millennium
The area of coverage has grown to encompass group and individual health, travel, plus financial coverage for the more delicate aspects
of life and living; the Company also continues to venture and expand its operating territory in the financial marketplace.
Demerara Life in Grenada began in the 1920’s with Mr. C.F.P. Renwick, a well known lawyer, known in Grenada as “Jabneg” appointed as
the first Agent. On his death in 1943 he was succeeded by Mr. James Clifford Date, his nephew, who became Agent and built the
Society’s reputation over the years.
At Mr. Date’s retirement in 1978 as Agency Manager, the Society’s operation had grown tremendously and was therefore upgraded to a
Branch. Mrs. Jean Renwick, who had worked with Mr. Date since 1964, was appointed the first Branch Manager and simultaneously,
Agency Manager. Serving alongside Mrs. Renwick was Messrs. John Thomas and Toni Francis, Agency Managers who joined the Society
in 1959 and 1977 respectively. Mr. Thomas brought much drive and enthusiasm to the business and was highly successful, his Agency
being the top one for a number of years. Other Agency Managers over the years were: Thomas Alexis and Gordon Humphrey.
In its early years of operation, the Society was housed in Mr. Date’s building on Grenville Street, St. George’s until 1980 when a three
storey building on Church Street was purchased. This was followed in 1985 with the purchase of a yet larger building formerly known
as “The Granby Stores”. After extensive renovations and additions, the operations were relocated to new and comfortable quarters in
the main business area of St. George’s in 1988.
Mr. Wilcox Roberts was the successor from Mrs. Jean Renwick as Branch Manager in December 1994 upon the retirement of Mrs. Jean
Renwick. Mr. Roberts retired in 2018 and Mrs. Loriann Lewis was appointed as the Branch Supervisor supported by twelve staff
members including Miss. Jan Medford as Conservation Officer and Miss. Anna Brathwaite as Branch Secretary.
The Agency now led by Mr. Wilcox Roberts as Agency Manager with Mrs. Leslie Ann Byer as Unit Manager and fourteen other Sales
Representatives.
Over the years DMLAS has been at the forefront in assisting the community in Education, sponsoring five students annually, who have
been successful in the CPEA Examinations, sponsored a mini pavilion at Tanteen in its centennial year and supported many sporting
organizations in various discipline; culture this year took center stage with sponsorship of Lions Ole Mas.
DMLAS for many years have been a cosponsor for the maintenance of the Regal Round About on Kirani James Boulevard.
This year as part of our celebration we will be recognizing two long serving employees – Mr. Gordon Humphrey Sales Representative for
50 years of service and office staff Mrs. Marselle Crowe for 30 years of service.
The Society’s Board of Directors, Management and Staff will like to thank all our loyal policy holders and other stake holders for their
support over the years and wish to assure everyone that we are committed to build on the strong foundation laid over the past 131
years and will continue to respond positively to the challenges currently facing the Life Insurance Industry.

the opposition seeking to
shift the status quo by
offering new solutions to
the challenges that
plagued the Grenadian
society for decades.”
Mitchell argues that
Caribbean
leaders
should aim to create a
transformative vision for
their countries, one
where the past is
acknowledged but is
released to welcome the
future.
“My decision to come
here tonight was not
without some pressure.
Such pressure from

across the Atlantic who
called repeatedly to ask
whether I'll be jumping
on a plane to go to
another island to mark
the passing of another
event,” he said.
“My focus, and our
focus, should not be on
that past but on progressive ideas and the future
of Caribbean politics as
we assume responsibility
of
repositioning
Caribbean civilisation for
the future that we want
and the future that we
deserve."

* From pg 17

tional education; and
strengthening community
facilities to make education accessible to the
population.
The policy decision has
been taken to provide
free education up to the
secondary school level.
This would need to be
extended to the community college level.
The budget should
include proposals to
address the plight of the
no-income and lowincome segments of the
population. Therefore,
there should be policies
for influencing the distribution of income through
the rationalisation of the
social safety net programme, proposals for
the review of the minimum wage and the modification of the tax system
to ensure that it is not
over burdensome on the
population.
Major planks for people
empowerment and wealth
creation are the proposals for increasing the
housing stock and regularizing the land titles for
holders of government
lands.
Elements of the policies,
programmes, and projects for transforming the
economy must be identifiable in the 2023 national
budget. The Medium-term
Economic and Social
Development Strategy
should incorporate most
of the proposals for transforming the economy, and
these should be manifested in the Public Sector
Investment Programme.
Appropriate targets and
benchmarks should be
included in the Mediumterm Economic and
Social Development
Strategy to facilitate the
monitoring and evaluation
of the transformation of
the economy.
Knowledge is power and
experience is the greatest
teacher.

Budget
Time Again

based businesses.
Improved economic
infrastructure is required
to support the transformative agenda. This has
implications for telecommunication and internet
networks, public utilities
of water and electricity,
the road network, and
seaport and airport facilities.
The proposals in the
budget should reflect the
unique circumstances of
a tri-island state, and the
infrastructural needs for
connectivity and the
development of the
marine resources in
Carriacou and Petit
Martinique.
While some of these
areas are not directly
under the control of
Central Government, the
Government should be
influential in the developments in these areas
through its participation in
public enterprises.
The efficient delivery of
social services is critical
to the development of the
transformed economy.
Therefore, the proposals
from the Ministries of
Health, Education and
Social Development
should feature prominently in the Medium-term
Economic and Social
Development Strategy,
and elements should be
included in the 2023
national budget.
In health, the main proposals are for the construction of a modern
hospital with teaching
facilities, introduction of
national health insurance,
provision of health services in communities and
support for the training of
personnel for the delivery
of health services.
The main proposals in
education include the provision of free education
up to the community
level; reforming the curriculum to incorporate
training in areas that
would support transformative industries, the digital economy, sports, and
culture; providing voca-

(Laurel Bain is a
Grenadian-born former
economist with the St.
Kitts-based Eastern
Caribbean Central Bank)
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Public Corruption Uncovered
in Public Service
LOCAL NEWS

* From back page

the

determine their compliance levels to the legislation that governs their
operations, anti-corruption practices, and
administrative practices.
“When we receive their
responses, we analyse
this, and then along with
our Operations Manager
we prepare a report that
goes first of all, to the
Commission, and thereafter, upon the instructions
and guidance of the
Commission the report is
then passed on or will be
passed on because we
have not yet passed on
any of those reports that
we have prepared (on) to
the institutions,” the IC
Organisational Compliance
Officer informed.
“And, it's not just a matter of passing them on
but going and sitting with
the heads of these insti-

tutions and discussing
what we've recognised,
what their strengths and
their weaknesses are
and giving advice as to
how they can or what it is
they can implement to
improve in the areas
where they are weak.”
Humphrey-Best told
THE NEW TODAY that
“because the matter is
still
before
our
Commission,” she was
not inclined to disclose
the discoveries that have
been made at this time,
however, assured that
the information will be
revealed once the
process reaches the
stage where the information can be made public.
Under the Integrity in
Public Life Act of 2013,
which established the
Integrity Commission,
Commissioners have a
legal duty to keep confidential some of the infor-

mation received and can
face a fine of EC$20,000
or 12 years imprisonment, while other stakeholders and providers
can face a fine of
$200,000.
Grenada is the home of
the Center for Excellence
in terms of the training of
senior management personnel both in statutory
bodies, and the public
sector.
Head of the Commission
Anande Trotman-Joseph
said the Commission has
“been calling corruption
for what it is in a way that
has never happened
before in the history of
Grenada, and the
Caribbean as a whole...”
She also expressed the
view that “we are beginning to see a culture shift
to one of accountability
and transparency” as the
Commission works to
stamp out corruption in

Grenada.
According to TrotmanJoseph, the Commission
has been “receiving complaints, some of them
meeting the criteria of the
Act, some not.”
“And, in response what
we do is that we do training,” at least “two times a
year,” in which statutory
bodies, their heads CEO,
boards, and public sector
management generally,
are engaged in training
and education so that
they will know what is
expected of them,” she
explained.
Trotman-Joseph said
that sessions are also
held within the Customs
Department,
Royal
Grenada Police Force
(RGPF), as well as the
Grenada Cabinet and
revealed
that
the
Commission was scheduled to meet with the
new Cabinet of Prime
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Minister Dickon Mitchell
last week Friday, as part
of a global best practice.
Additionally, the IC Head
stated
that
the
Commission is “also
undertaking some organisational reviews across
the board,” including with
the Physical Planning
Unit, which has been
identified, along with the
Marketing and National
Importing Board (MNIB),
by Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell, as state-owned
entities that “require
major urgent attention,”
as the government rolls
out its transformational
agenda.
“We’ve gone also to the
Physical
Planning
department prior, and
again, we are working
with them”, said TrotmanJoseph, who also alluded
to the Commission facilitating additional training
upon the request of
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Organisational Compliance Officer at the
Integrity Commission Nicole Humphrey-Best several public sector reports are currently being
assessed by the Commission
some organisations, preventative approach”
such as the Grenada in terms of providing
Industry Development education and training as
Corporation (GIDC), and to what is expected, what
the Carriacou Festivals is required, and where
Board.
private sector entities are
She
said
the going wrong.
Commission is “using a
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It’s almost three (3) months
the
National
since
Congress
Democratic
(NDC) of Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell defeated
the longstanding Keith
Mitchell-led New National
Party (NNP) regime in the
June 23 election poll, and
at least two (2) government
ministers have revealed the
discovery of a series of corrupt practices and operations within the public service, which will soon be
revealed to the general
public.
According to Minister for
Carriacou and Petite
Martinique Affairs Tevin
Andrew, the reality, based
on some of the things that
were taking place is that “in
some cases, some people
had to make a jail (but) they
didn’t make the jail (and
were instead) given a tap
on the hand...”
The senior government
minister was at the time
addressing some of the
challenges he has encountered since assuming office
while appearing on a radio
programme on the sister
isle of Carriacou last week
Thursday.
He said that “there is so
much corruption” within his
ministry and spoke of “one
(1) entity that collected millions of dollars in one year”
for services that are unaccounted for.
He also took issue with the
fact that “the rules and regulations of the institutions are
not being followed” to allow
for “the public service to
function the way it ought to.”
Also appearing on the programme was Youth, Sports
and Culture Minister, Ron
Redhead, who disclosed
that “the Prime Minister is
going to give the nation a
full update as to the stage,
the state and the situation

“The Pen Is Always Mightier”
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of evidence of public corruption on one hand, and
some of the inconsistencies
that we have found on the
other.”
“We have been able to
observe a great deal of corruption, and what we are
doing is to slowly but surely
dismantle that,” he said.
“As Min. Andrews mentioned, in his ministry, there
is corruption, in my ministry
there is serious corruption.
In fact, Min. Andrews mentioned some should have
made a jail, in my ministry
some will make a jail,” he
declared.
The Integrity Commission
(IC), which is the organisation that is responsible for
ensuring there is integrity
among public officers and
public corporations, held a
training session for media
workers
last
week
Thursday, as part of the Youth, Sport, and Culture Minister Ron Redhead - “in
2022 Centre for Excellence
my ministry, some will make a jail”
Series Senior Leadership,
and Management Training
under
the
theme
“Strengthening
and
Sustaining Integrity in the
Grenada Public Sector
Systems.”
Organisational Compliance
Officer at the IC, Nicole
Humphrey-Best shared the
Commission’s work in terms
of SWOT analysis to get
the pulse and temperature
of how public sector organisations are being run.
In response to a question
posed by THE NEW
TODAY during the question
and answer segment of the
approximately 2-hour session,
Humphrey-Best
explained that the process
involves a systems assessment questionnaire that is
administered online to the
various statutory bodies,
ministries, and departHead of the Integrity Commission Lady Anande
ments, which seeks to
Trotman-Joseph - the body is undertaking some
(Continue on page 25)
organisational reviews across the board

Minister for Carriacou and Petite Martinique Affairs
Tevin Andrew - “in some cases, some people had to
make a jail”

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell - will soon update the
nation on the evidence of public corruption and
inconsistencies found
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