...and nature is alone (2005, revised 2015) [10:51]

in memory of the victims of the Chernobyl accident on the 30th anniversary of the disaster

an electroacoustic presentation designed for 8-channel performance
by Scott A. Wyatt

program notes:

In the early morning hours of April 26, 1986, a testing error caused an explosion at the Chernobyl
nuclear power station in northern Ukraine. The explosion of the reactor released 100 times more
radiation than the atom bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The radioactive fire burned for 9
days, expelling more than 190 tons of toxic materials into the atmosphere. A vast area of Asia and
Eastern Europe was contaminated with nuclear fallout. Almost 30 years later, the people of Belarus and
Ukraine continue to suffer medically, economically, environmentally, and socially from the effects of
the disaster.

This piece is dedicated to the memory of those who experienced the horror of the world's worst nuclear
accident — Chernobyl, and to the living who continue to experience the ramifications of such a disaster.
The text, written by Elena Filatova, who actually takes rides into the "dead zone," was performed for
this presentation by University of Illinois Associate Professor Valeria Sobol of Slavic Languages &
Literature, who was a schoolgirl in Kiev at the time of the tragedy. Appreciation is expressed to Rena
Himick for contributing her vocalizations to this project. All would like you to remember what
happened here. -SAW
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the University of Oregon School of Music, Roosevelt University, and the University of West Virginia
School of Music. Among many other performances, his compositions were also selected for
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