
5345

458

5117

4370'

5005

4932

F
A

U
L

T
 

 
 

 
 

R
I N

C
O

N
A

D

A
      

QTp

QTp

QTpQTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

QTp

Tm

Tm

Tm

Tm

Tml

gr

gr

gr

Qoa
Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qa

Qoa

Qoa
Qa

Qa

Qa

QTp

Qg

Qg

Qg

Qg

Qg

Qg

Qa

Qa

Qa

Qa

Qa

Qa

Qa

Qg

Qa

Qa

Qa

Qa

Qa

Qg

Qa

Qoa

Qa

Qa

QaQa

Qg

Qg

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qa

Qa

Qa

Qa

Qa

Qoa

Qa

Qg

Qg

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa

Qoa
Qoa

Qg

Qg

Qoa

Qa

Qa

Qa

Qa

Tml?

Tvs

Qoa

Qa
Qa

QTp
Qa

Qoa

Qoa

Qa

QTp

32

40

25

35

40

35

45

60

60

87

85

50
40

43

35

30

35

35

25

25

50

70

60

60

60

60 40

70

82

60

27

35

10

25 35

50

60

?

5

5

3

5

1

5

7

5

5

3

3

3
3

3

2

2

2

2

2

1

D
F-

13
7 

G
EO

LO
G

Y 
PA

SO
 R

O
BL

ES
 Q

U
A

D
R

A
N

G
LE

D
F-

13
7 

G
EO

LO
G

Y 
PA

SO
 R

O
BL

ES
 Q

U
A

D
R

A
N

G
LE

D
F-

13
7 

G
EO

LO
G

Y 
PA

SO
 R

O
BL

ES
 Q

U
A

D
R

A
N

G
LE

Topographic base map from newest available
USGS 7.5-minute quadrangle

PASO ROBLES, CA 1948
DMA 1855 II NW – Series V895

PHOTOREVISED 1979

D
F-

13
7 

G
EO

LO
G

Y 
PA

SO
 R

O
BL

ES
 Q

U
A

D
R

A
N

G
LE

PASO ROBLES MAP (DF-137)

CALIF

SCALE  1:24000
1

1
2 1 MILE 0

1000 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000   FEET0

1 .5 0 1  KILOMETER

PASO ROBLES QUADRANGLE
CONTOUR  INTERVAL  20  FEET

NATIONAL  GEODETIC  VERTICAL DATUM  OF  1929

PASO ROBLES

INDEX TO SOURCES OF GEOLOGY 
PASO ROBLES QUADRANGLE

1.  T.W. Dibblee, Jr., field work, 1952, 1956 

    

DF-135 Templeton

Ad
el

ai
da

D
F-136 Estrella

San Miguel

1

UTM GRID AND 1979 MAGNETIC NORTH
DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET

15.5˚1˚21'

MN
GN

24 MILS 276 MILS

INDEX TO ADJACENT
7.5 MINUTE QUADRANGLES

  1  Bradley
  2  San Miguel
  3  Ranchito Canyon
  4  Adelaida
  5  Estrella, DF-138 
  6  York Mountain
  7  Templeton, DF-135 
  8  Creston, DF-136 

1 2 3

4 5

6 7 8

EDITED BY JOHN A. MINCH

IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER: The data depicted herein are based on reconnaissance geologic field mapping and data compilation by T. W. Dibblee, Jr., with strong emphasis 
on basic bedrock geology. No warranty as to actual conditions is expressed or implied. Site-specific conditions should be verified by the user by detailed surface mapping 
and/or subsurface exploration. Topographic and cultural changes associated with recent development may not be shown. Some landslides and other geologic hazards may 
not be shown and are available from other published sources. References cited are not intended to represent a complete bibliography on the geology of this area. This map 
does not show Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones and /or Seismic Hazard Zones, if any exist in this area, which California law requires be disclosed and used to regulate 
development. For more information about these topics, please visit the California Geological Survey website at <http://www.consrv.ca.gov/dmg>.

©2004 Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History. Reproduction for individual, corporate or educational use is permitted. Reproduction for commercial sales is prohibited. Any 
form of electronic-digital scanning or transformation of this or any Dibblee Geology Center map into computer-readable and/or transmittable form requires special permission 
from and is subject to fee charges by the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History.  An index map and price list of published maps is available from the Santa Barbara 
Museum of Natural History, http://www.sbnature.org.

Dibblee Geology Center Map #DF-137:    First Printing, June 2004
PUBLISHED BY AND AVAILABLE FROM THE

SANTA BARBARA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
2559 PUESTA DEL SOL ROAD, SANTA BARBARA, CA 93105

HTTP://WWW.SBNATURE.ORG/

GEOLOGIC MAP OF THE
PASO ROBLES QUADRANGLE

BY THOMAS W. DIBBLEE, JR., 2004 
SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

PERTINENT REFERENCES 

Dibblee, T.W. Jr., 1971, Geologic maps of seventeen 15-minute quadrangles along 
San Andreas fault in vicinity of King City, Coalinga, Panoche Valley and Paso Robles, 
California, with index map (includes Bradley quadrangle); U.S. Geological Survey 
open file maps, scale 1:62500

Dibblee, T.W. Jr., 1976, The Rinconada and related faults in the Southern Coast 
Ranges, California and their tectonic significance, U.S. Geological Survey 
Professional Paper 981, 55 pages

Dibblee T.W. Jr., 1979, Cenozoic tectonics of the northeast flank of the Santa Lucia 
Mountains from the Arroyo Seco to the Nacimiento River, California; in: Graham, S.A., 
ed., Teriary and Quaternary geology of the Salinas Valley and Santa Lucia Range, 
Monterey County, California; Pacific Coast Paleogeography Field Guide 4, p. 67-76

Durham, D.L., 1965, Evidence of large strike-slip displacement along a fault in the 
southern Salinas Valley, California in; Geological Survey research 1965; U.S. 
Geological Survey research, 1965; U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 525-D, 
p. D106-D111

Durham, D.L., 1968, Geology of the Tierra Redonda and Bradley quadrangles, 
Monterey and San Luis Obispo Counties, California; U.S. Geological Survey Bulletin 
1255, 60 pages, map scale 1:24000

Taliaferro, N.L., 1943, Geologic history and structure of the central Coast Ranges of 
California; California Division of Mines Bulletin 118. p. 119-163

GEOLOGIC SYMBOLS
FORMATION CONTACT
dashed where inferred or indefinite
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Sedimentary rocks

MEMBER CONTACT
between units of a formation
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located only approximately in places
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ANTICLINE SYNCLINE
arrow on axial trace of fold indicates direction of plunge; dotted where concealed by surficial sediments
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vertical
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metamorphic or igneous
rock foliation or flow banding
or compositional layers

OTHER SYMBOLS:
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landslide movement

2018

horizontal inclined

FAULT: Dashed where indefinite or inferred, dotted where concealed,
queried where existence is doubtful. Parallel arrows indicate inferred
relative lateral movement. Relative vertical movement is shown by
U/D (U=upthrown side, D=downthrown side).  Short arrow indicates
dip of fault plane. Sawteeth are on upper plate of low angle thrust fault.
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SURFICIAL SEDIMENTS
Qg  Alluvial sand and gravel of stream channels
Qa  Alluvial sand and gravel of valley areas

OLDER SURFICIAL SEDIMENTS
Qoa  Terraces of dissected alluvial gravel and sand   

PASO ROBLES FORMATION
Valley sediments, weakly indurated, age, Pleistocene and possibly latest Pliocene (?)

QTp  Pebble, gravel, sand and clay, light medium gray, pebbles mostly of white siliceous 
shale from Monterey shale

QTpQTp

Qoa

Tvs

Qa
Qg

TmTm
TmlTml

MONTEREY SHALE
Marine biogenic moderately lithified; age, late and middle Miocene

Tm  Upper part siliceous shale, white, weathered, thin bedded, platy, porcelanous, locally 
cherty, brittle, age; late Miocene (Mohnian Stage)
Tml  Lower part (Sandholdt member of Durham, 1968), shale, thin bedded, semisiliceous, 
platy to soft, fissile, punky, cream-white weathered, includes thin layers of yellow-gray 
dolomite, shale contains foraminifera and fish scales diagnostic of middle Miocene age 
(Luisian-Relizian Stage, Smith and Durham, 1968)

VAQUEROS SANDSTONE
Marine clastic transgressive, exposed only in SW area, moderately lithified; age, late-early 

Miocene (Saucesian? Stage)
Tvs  Sandstone, light brown, arkosic, base not exposed in this quadrangle
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gr

GRANITIC BASEMENT ROCKS
Plutonic basement of Salinian block; age, Cretaceous

gr  granitic rocks, quartz monzonite, granodiorite to quartz diorite, Light gray, massive, 
medium grained, holocrystalline, somewhat incoherent where weathered, composed of 
quartz, sodic plagioclase feldspar and potassic feldspar in nearly equal amounts, and about 
10% of biotite mica
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