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M A R K  T H E  

D A T E S :  

¶ Mayõs General 

Membership Meet-

ing: Sunday, May  

31st at 2:00 pm 

ONLINE via 

gotomeeting  

¶ òI Now Pronounce 

You Lucy Stoneó, 

September 3rd, 

Stratford Library, 

7pm  

¶ William Samuel 

Johnson Day com-

memoration,  

Wednesday, Octo-

ber 7th, 9am, 

Town Hall  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY HAPPENINGS 
o u r  p o d c a s t s  a t  h t t p : / /

crier.stratfordhistoricalsociety.info.  

Weõre also posting daily at https://

www.facebook.com/stratford400 

articles from the local newspapers 

detailing the 1918 Spanish flu epi-

demic.  Itõs compelling just how 

much was similar in 1918 to what 

weõre experiencing today. 

 Weõd like to hear from you, too.  

For posterityõs sake, we think thereõs 

much to document about what weõre 

experiencing in our daily lives due to 

COVID, and its isolating impact on 

our community.  We are in the pro-

cess of constructing a survey which 

weõll share with you just as soon as 

 During these times of COVID-19 

isolation, weõre keeping all our plans 

tentative.  The Society will remain 

closed to the public, and for school 

tours, for the foreseeable future.  

We may be able to hold a òvirtualõ 

program of some type for Connect-

icut Open House Day.  Weõre still 

formulating our ideas.  Weõre hope-

ful that by September weõll be able 

to hold our program, òI Now Pro-

nounce You Lucy Stone,ó at Strat-

ford Library. 

 Weõre also keeping busy with 

items you may enjoy from the com-

fort of your own home quarantine.  

As time permits, weõre adding to 

T
h
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possible.  In the meantime, donõt 

hesitate to share your thoughts, 

experiences, and/or journal entries 

pertaining to your COVID impacted 

existence.  Share your experiences 

with us at newsletters 

@stratfordhistoricalsociety.info. 

 This virus has shut so many re-

sources down that assembling a 

quality newsletter has become much 

more challenging.  Should you have 

any items of an historical nature that 

you wouldnõt mind sharing with us, 

please let us know that, too, by e-

mailing newsletters 

@stratfordhistoricalsociety.info. 

 Stay Well! 

All meetings are free and open to 
the general public.  Please bring a 
friend!  Donations are gratefully 

accepted. 

tratford Historical Society 
Presents: 
Naming a Town Forest   

 In Lew Knappõs monumental 
tome, In Pursuit of Paradise, he 
wrote, ò...They bought a couple 
hundred acres, then brought in a 
state forester to mark the dis-
eased trees to cut; the land and 
trees remaining with thousands of 
new evergreens set out by the 
unemployed, became Roosevelt 
Forest.  Don Sammis would never 
say which Roosevelt it was named 
foró.  But, is this really the case? 
 David Wright has spent a num-
ber of hours walking Roosevelt 
Forest and leading walks through 
the Forest for Chapel School, 
Friends of Remington Woods, 
Friends of Roosevelt Forest, Strat-
ford Recreation Department, the  
Great Stratford Bird Festival, Roo-
sevelt Forest Day, and National 
Trails Day.   
 Over the years, many mysteries 

S 

MAY½S GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Sunday, May 31st, 2:00 pm, via Video Teleconference at  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/352157133  

________________________________  

÷ 
____________________________ 

òWhat experience and history teach is this: that people and governments have never learned anything from history.ó 

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, German philosopher (1770-1831). 
________________________________  

÷ 
____________________________ 

Capt. David Judson House c.  1750  

Catharine B. Mitchell Museum  

David Wright at Roosevelt 

Forest, September 2012 

old is the Forest?  Are the trees in 
Roosevelt Forest those the origi-
nal settlers saw there?  Why are 
there remnants of a rock quarry in 
Roosevelt Forest?  Why is there a 
police gun firing range in Roosevelt 
Forest?  Is Roosevelt Forest haunt-
ed?  Are only residents of Strat-
ford allowed into the Forest?  For 
whom, or what, was Roosevelt 
Forest named? 
 These, and other questions, will 
be examined in a lively presenta-
tion of Naming a Town Forest.  
Please join us May 31st in a first 
ever òvirtual ó Historical Society 
online presentation.  To join this 
presentation by PC point your 
PCõs web browser to https://
g loba l .go tomeet ing .com/
join/352157133 .  You may also 
listen, but not view the slide show, 
by calling 1(646)749-3112  and 
entering access code 352-157-
133. 
 

about the Forest have been un-
covered and answers to those 
mysteries have been sought.  How 

http://crier.stratfordhistoricalsociety.info/
http://crier.stratfordhistoricalsociety.info/
https://www.facebook.com/stratford400/
https://www.facebook.com/stratford400/
mailto:newsletters@stratfordhistoricalsociety.info
mailto:newsletters@stratfordhistoricalsociety.info
mailto:newsletters@stratfordhistoricalsociety.info
mailto:newsletters@stratfordhistoricalsociety.info
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/352157133
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/352157133
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/352157133
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/352157133
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 One òpositiveó of the 
COVID lockdown is that you 
find time for things you may 
have otherwise overlooked.  In 
searching through the internet, 
we located a video of Stratford 
from 1955 posted on Youtube 
in December 2016.  The video 
was uploaded by Fred Vigeant, 
a Stratford resident.  You may 
find the video on Youtube at 
https://youtu.be/DG2URle3hPs.  
 While the video is from an 
old 8mm home-type movie 
camera and, therefore, a bit 
òjerky,ó the scenery in the 
video is just priceless.  There 
are scenes from Main Street 
Stratford, the old fire house 
(now EMS), the newly built 
police building (new in 1955), 
Shakespeare Theatre, Barnum 
Parade, and the Housatonic 
River.  There is also footage of 
some of the actors who ap-
peared in plays at the Shake-
speare Theatre such as Kathe-
rine Hepburn. 
 The news article about the 
pistol cap factory (shown here 
to the right) was also highlight-
ed in the Vigeant video.  The 
video shows the fire depart-
ment  fighting a fire some-
where in Stratford (off Ferry 
Boulevard?). 
 We also found a fun mid-
1960s video of Connecticut at 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=31Kmdd8cuuw 
&feature=youtu.be. The video 
contains footage of Hartford, 
Elizabeth Park Rose Garden, 
Farmington, Sharon, Washing-
ton, Lime Rock Park, New 
Haven, Yale University, New 
London, Essex, Stonington,  
Mystic Seaport, and, Gillette 
Castle.  The Shakespeare The-
atre is shown at about 11:30 
minutes into the video.   
 
The Bridgeport Telegram  

May 22, 1955 
$75,000 Flash Fire De-

stroys Stratford Pistol Cap 
Factory  

SMOKE IS VISIBLE IN 3-MILE 
RADIUS; 2 FIREMENT HURT 
Woman Worker Burned 

While Attempting to Tele-
phone Alarm 

HUNDREDS AT SCENE 
Police Forced to Re-Route 

Traffic for Two -Hour Period 
 A flash fire which ignited thou-
sands of toy pistol caps gutted 
the Jatina Manufacturing compa-
ny building on Stratford avenue, 
Stratford, yesterday, causing 
damage estimated at $75,000 to 
$100,000 and sending up huge 
clouds of smoke visible for miles. 
Two firemen were injured and 
another was overcome by smoke.  
Chief Theodore Lockwood was 

T H E  C U P H E A G  C O R N E R  

VIDEO BY FRED VIGEANT 1955  

V O L U M E  I I ,  I S S U E  6  

partially overcome and a woman 
worker was burned. 
Hundreds Throng Area 
 Hundreds of persons thronged 
the area.  Smoke and flames 
were visible in a three-mile radius.  
Traffic was re-routed from Strat-
ford avenue and adjacent side 
streets more than two hours. 
 Mrs. Alice Uhlig, forelady of the 
company, received singed eye-
brows and hair when she delayed 
leaving the building to telephone 
the alarm.  No one was injured 
seriously. 
 ...Although no addresses were 
available, police listed other em-
ployes [sic] who escaped without 
injury as: Betty Moore, Terry 
Klesky, Barbara Shea, Sheila 
Mendulick, Marian Conboy, Geor-
giana Mila, Ann Szabo, Mae 
Dudde and Grace Andrews. 

Katherine Hepburn exit-

ing the Shakespeare Thea-

tre in 1955 from Fred 

Vigeantõs Youtube video. 

 Along the same lines as the 
foregoing article on Fred Vi-
geantõs video, the Waterfront 
Harbor Management Commis-
sion members recently made 
us aware of a 1934 aerial sur-
vey of Connecticut.  The sur-
vey is interactive and allows 
you to compare aerial images 
of 1934 to the exact same 
aerial location today.  You may 
view the side-by-side maps of 
then and now at http://
magic.lib.uconn.edu/mash_up/ 
1934.html.  
 Another link to this 1934 
aerial photo collection allows 
you to zoom in on any area of 
Stratford.  Itõs really intriguing 
to view Stratford Center, Main 
Street, and the beach in 1934.  
Of special interest is the area 
surrounding todayõs Roosevelt 
Forest.  Roosevelt Forest be-

came the town forest in 1934 
when the land which comprises 
the Forest, today, was pur-
chased by Town Manager Don-
ald Sammis.  In the 1934 aerial 
survey photos, all that can be 
seen of the forest property is 
open space with precious few 
trees.  You may look through 
all the 1934 aerial photos of 
S t r a t f o r d  a t  h t t p : / /
csl ib.cdmhost.com/d igita l /
collection/p4005coll10/search/
searchterm/stratford.  In this 
same collection, you may view 
aerial photos of Stratford from 
1965. 
 The townõs Engineering De-
partment has digitized aerial 
photos of Stratford from 1928, 
1945, 1952, 1959, and 1968.  
These photos are not yet avail-
able online. 

1934 A ERIAL PHOTOS 

1934 aerial photo of the Roose-

velt Forest/Beaver Dam area.   

Beaver Dam is visible on the 

left of the photo.  The lake at 

Roosevelt Forest had not been 

built in 1934.  

Former Town Manager, Harry 

Flood, fighting the pistol cap 

factory fire.  Photo from The 

Bridgeport Telegram, May 

22, 1955.  

American Festival Shake-

speare Theatre c 1965 

from the TV series 

òAmericaó on Youtube. 

This 1934 aerial photo shows 

Stratford High School at the 

left center, and the Town Hall 

green on North Parade before 

the current Town Hall was 

built (in 1937). 
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The Hartford Courant  
April 9, 1955 

Medical Society Plans Assem-
bly in Stratford  

 STRATFORD , April 8 (Special) 
ñEight of the specialist sections of 
the Connecticut State Medical Soci-
ety are planning special clinical pro-
grams, a feature of the Society's 
163rd Annual Meeting and  Scien-
tific Assembly, April 26 to 28 at 
Stratford High School in Stratford. 

 
The Hartford Courant  

April 12, 1955 
Stratford School Fire Brings 

Investigation  
 STRATFORD , April 12 Flames 
which Fire Chief Theodore Lockwood 
said might be of incendiary origin did 
$2,000 damage to three classrooms at 
David Wooster Junior High School 
here yesterday.  
 Lockwood said that he had asked 
the State Fire Marshal's Office to aid 
in an investigation started by Sgt. John 
Havery Jr. of the police department's 
youth bureau. 
 The flames were said to have bro-
ken out simultaneously in two art 
classrooms on the south side of the 
building and in a science classroom on 
the north side. 
 Classes went on as usual in other 
rooms of the school today. 
 

The Bridgeport Telegram 
April 15, 1955 

Shakespeare Theater Purchases 
Land for Use as Traffic Outlet  

 The American Shakespeare Theater 
and Academy has purchased property 
at 823 Stratford avenue, Stratford to 
provide a traffic outlet for its summer 
theater patrons to the main highway, 
Richard Grayson, executive coordinator 
for the theater group has announced.  
Mr. Grayson said that negotiations   
were   completed yesterday with Jose-
phine Burns, for her property fronting 
105 feet on Stratford avenue and 
running back 120 feet to the Shake-

speare property. 
 Although no purchase price was 
announced, it was learned that the 
cost was approximately $20,000.  It is 
planned to begin immediate construc-
tion of a two lane exit highway from 
the theated [sic] grounds to Stratford 
avenue at the intersection of Ferry 
Boulevard. 
 The roadway, to be surfaced, paved 
and oiled will be used only for exit 
purposes, Mr. Grayson said, and pur-
chase of the land and building was 
completed when traffic authorities 
indicated that such a highway would 
be needed to adequately handle the 
theater traffic without creating a haz-
ard on lower Stratford avenue, Elm 
street and adjacent highways. 
 The 19-room building now on the 
property will be used for administrative 
offices, Mr. Grayson said, and the road 
will be constructed to the west of the 
house. 
 

The Hartford Courant  
April 17, 1955 
OUTDOORS  
By Cliff Knight 

 The Bob Axley Memorial Skeet 
Shoot will be today at Lordship in 
Stratford under sponsorship of the 
Housatonic Gun Club.  The tourna-
ment is made possible through the 
generosity of Axleyõs widow, Mrs. Kath-
leen C. Axley, who has donated sterling 
trophies to the winners of the five 
individual classes in which the shooters 
will participate.  These are in addition 
to the regular purses that will be made 
up by the shooters themselves. 
 ...John T. Brainard says shooting will 
commence at 10 a.m. and given a 
good day there should be an entry list 
of better than 100. This will make for 
some fat purses in the various classes 
and at the same time will assure that 
any winner will have to shoot well 
above his or her average in order to 
best the others in the class.  Each class 
shoots only for its own class purse. 
 

 
The Bridgeport Telegram 

May 16, 1955 
EVENT ATTRACTS 500 SPEC-

TATORS  
Stage, Movie Stars Attend 
ôRaising of Rooftreeõ in Strat-

ford  
By Frederick E. Phelan 

 The American Shakespeare Festival 
Theater in Stratford opened to its first 
audience yesterdayñmore than 500 
personsñfor a special production òThe 
Raising of the Rooftree.ó 
  In the starring role was a six-foot 
length of tree cut from the top of a 
century old pine on the site with Mrs. 
Lewis W. Douglas, wife of the former 
Ambassador to Great Britain, in the 
supporting role raising the pine branch 
to the roof top of the structure to indi-
cate that the steel work has been 
completed. 

First Play July 12 
 The audience was seated in the main 
floor auditorium of the theater on 
folding chairs and the cast and dignitar-
ies were assembled on the stage where 
they heard Lawrence Langner of West-
port, president of the American Shake-
speare Festival Theater and Academy, 
say that the first presentation of a 
Shakespeare play will take place in the 
building on July 12. 
 

The Hartford Courant  
May 25, 1955 

Raybestos Team Wins 
 Howie Weiland pitched a no-hit 
game for the Raybestos Cardinals of 
Stratford Tuesday evening for a 5 to 0 
win over the Burnside Dovalettes at 
Burnside School field. 
 A crowd of nearly 1,200 persons, the 
largest number of the season at Burn-
side, watched the |Stratford pitcher hurl 
his fourth no-hitter of the season. 
 Bill Beverly, Dovalettes pitcher, al-
lowed four hits, two of which were 
homers. 
 The Burnside team will play; the 
Hartford Cardinals tonight at 6:30 at 
Burnside School field.  Dennis McCar-
thy will pitch. 

Stratford Theater c 1946 

DATELINE STRATFORD APRIL-MAY 1955  

NOW SHOWING APRIL-MAY 1955  
April 3rd Captain Lightfoot  Rock Hudson, Barbara Rush, Jeff Morrow 

April 10th Country Girl  Bing Crosby, Grace Kelly, William Holden 

April 17th New York Confidential  Broderick Crawford, Marilyn Maxwell, J. Carrol Naish 

May 20th The Essential Sea Alexis Smith, Dean Jagger 

May 27th Strange Lady in Town Greer Garson, Dana Andrews 

Backstage at the Polka Dot Play-
house are June Vodola, Tweetie 
Wier, Sally Powell, Jean DeR-
oucher, Marge Memoli, Jean 
Doring, Eula Cowperthwaite, 

David Reed.  Bridgeport Tele-
gram, April 14, 1955. 

Firemen from Lordship Company 

3 lay cornerstone: Fred Marino, 

Joseph Miko, John Bloom, Fred 

Kuhn, Ted Heyse, contractor 

Kenneth Frederickson.  Sunday 

Herald, April 3, 1955. 

Windmill Restaurant.  Sunday 

Herald, April 3, 1955. 
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Josephine Salerno 

West Broad Street and Linden 

Avenue.  Jake and Margaux are 

working on a book document-

ing their research and findings.  

Theyõve also created a website,   

https://echoesofthewitch.com/, 

from which you may follow 

their progress should you be 

so inclined. 

T H E  C U P H E A G  C O R N E R  

WITCH WEBSITE AND GOODY BASSETT 

V O L U M E  I I ,  I S S U E  6  

 Last May, we had the privi-

lege of meeting Margaux 

Crump and Jake Eshelman.  

They were referred to us by 

Beth Caruso.  As you may 

recall, Beth Caruso spoke to 

our Society in November of 

2018.  Beth Caruso heads up 

the efforts of towns and citi-

zens working to clear accused 

witches of their towns from 

the mid-1600õs of witchcraft 

charges; women such as 

Goody Bassett.   

 Jake and Margaux visited 

many towns around the coun-

try where witches were ac-

cused, tried, and executed.  

Their journeys brought them 

to Stratford where we were 

able to share a tour of the 

original Stratford settlement, 

and the presumed location of 

Goody Bassettõs execution at 

upon Psalm 77-5, "I have consid-
ered the days of old, the years of 
ancient times.ó To many in this 
age, there is little enchantment in 
the distant past, the present is so 
full duty and enjoyment and the 
future is so might with hope, that 
they readily forget òthe days of 
old, the years of ancient times.ó It 
is as we trace our connection with 
departed worthies and realize our 
indebtedness to them for present 
privileges and blessings that we 
are incited to emulate their vir-
tues and fitly labor for posterity 
and heaven. To-day the church 
completes a history of 200 years. 
After a review of some political 
and other changes during that 
time he spoke of the early discus-
sion in the church on the half-way 
covenant system. The division in 
the old church at Stratford, from 
which the Woodbury church 
sprung, was such that twenty-one 
of the male members separated 
themselves from the church, 
being in favor of the half-way 
covenant system, called the Rev. 
Zephaniah Walker of Long Is-
land, to be their pastor; the privi-
lege of erecting a plantation at 
Pomeraug was granted them by 
the court in May 1672, and early 

the next spring twenty-five mi-
grated to this place. Mr. Walker 
divided his ministrations between 
this flock and that at Stratford 
until June l678 when he moved 
here.  
 ...On the platform were seated 
the chairman of the exercises, the 
Rev. H. Winslow of Willimantic, 
and the pastor of the old mother 
church at Stratford, the Rev. W. 
K. Hall; of the Southbury Church, 
a daughter of the Woodbury 
Church, in 1731; of the Bethle-
hem Church, an offspring of 
1739; Roxbury, a child of 1743; 
South Britain, 1766; Judea, 1741; 
Woodbury second, 1816. 
 The audience was such as 
would delight the heart of a New 
Englander to show to an inhab­
itant of any other part of the 
world as a specimen of what a 
New England audience is.  These 
old Litchfield hills do turn out 
some noble specimens of the 
intelligent Yankee farmer.  I was 
proud of them myself.  After the 
usual introductory exercises the 
speeches followed, none over 
fifteen minutes in length, unless it 
might be the reverend gentleman 
from Judea who had òbut one 
word moreó about three times.   

 The earliest recorded dis-
pute in Stratford between 
polarized factions occurred in 
1667 when the founding Puri-
tans of the town separated 
into two congregations.  The 
two congregations were sepa-
rated by divergent beliefs on 
salvation and baptism.  The 
smaller of the two groups 
departed Stratford in 1670 to 
settle what is today Wood-
bury, CT.  In 1870, a celebra-
tion was held in Woodbury 
commemorating the settling of 
Woodbury by the dissident 
Stratford Puritans.  The cele-
bration was attended by at 
least one Stratford minister. 
  

Hartford Daily Courant  
May 9, 1870 

Bi-centennial Celebration 
OF THE FIRST CONGREGA-

TIONAL CHURCH IN 
WOODBURY. 

 
 ...The chief interest of the 
morning of course centered in the 
sermon by the pastor, the Rev 
Gurdon Noyes. This was a histori-
cal statement of the founding of 
the church and its subsequent 
history. The sermon was founded 

CELEBRATING WOODBURY½S FOUNDING 

Margaux Crump Jake Eshelman 
Home page of Jake and 

Margauxõs website, 

Echoes of the Witch, 

at https://

echoesofthewitch.com/ 

First Congregational Church 

of Woodbury built in 1818.  

Photo from the churchõs web-

site. 

https://echoesofthewitch.com/
https://echoesofthewitch.com/
https://echoesofthewitch.com/
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 Prior to this marker being in-
stalled at Macõs Harbor,  there 
were no òblue markersó in the 
towns of Connecticut.  This one 
was the first.   
 

The Stratford Times 
May 7, 1970 

Dedicate historical plaque here 
Sunday 

 The site of the first landing of the 
founders of the Town of Stratford, 
Mac's Harbor, will be the scene Sun-
day of dedication ceremonies. 
 To be dedicated will be a plaque 
marking the spot at the end of South 
Avenue where the first settlers, ap­
parently led by Rev. Adam Blakeman, 
disembarked in 1639. 

from Massachusetts, will be present-
ed by Howard Wilcoxson, former 
Town Clerk, and author of "The 
History of Stratford ." 
 Colonel Eric Hatch, chairman of the 
Connecticut Historical Commission, 
will make the formal presentation of 
the plaque which will be accepted for 
the Town by Council Chairman David 
W. Burns. 
 Weather permitting, following the 
ceremony, a guided walking tour 
through the historical streets to Jud-
son House will be held. 
 Everyone in the community is invit-
ed to attend.  

MAC½S HARBOR MARKER DEDICATION 

ºAMERICAN DAY» MAY 1920  
The Bridgeport Time 

May 3, 1920 

STRATFORD'S CELEBRA-
TION MOST FITTING 

TRIBUTE  
(Special to The Times.) 

 Stratford, May 2ñUndaunted by 
the threatening weather of Saturday 
morning Mayor Abraham Wellington 
and the other members of the Amer-
ican Day committee carried out their 
program which they had worked 
several weeks to arrange as planned 
and the celebration proved to be a 
most fitting tribute for the cause of 
Americanism for which it was intend-
ed.   Anarchists, Bolshevists, or Reds, 
if any there be in Stratford who 
witnessed the parade and exercises 
at Academy Hill, must have fully 
realized their cause was a hopeless 
one as the thousands of school chil-
dren and groups marched down 
Main street to the monument wav-
ing American flags, apparently being 
thrilled with delight of having the 
oportunity [sic] of turning what had 
been reported was to be a Red day 
into a great Red, White and Blue 
Day.  Then, too, at the monument, 
the Rev. John Cotter of Hartford, 
worn from the hardships of the 
recent World War in which he took 
an active part overseas for several 
months dealt the death blow to 
Bolshevism in his wonderful address 
of the afternoon. 
 So eager were the children to 
show the true American spirit which 

they possess they began gathering at 
the various schools long before the 
scheduled time and many assembled 
at their schools as early as 9 o'clock 
in the morning only to wait until long 
after dinner before the word for 
advancing to their positions in line 
was heard. Never before in the 
history of Stratford has [sic] the 
pupils of the Stratford schools 
showed such a blaze of patriotism 
as they did on Saturday and never 
before in the history of Stratford has 
such a large number of the pupils of 
Stratford turned out in celebration of 
any event as they did on Saturday in 
celebrating American Day. Not only 
ddi [sic] they turn out in large num-
bers but from the appearance and 
the very actions of the pupils they 
clearly demonstrated that deep 
down in their bosoms there beat a 
heart of loyalty, true to the princi­
ples of the country in which they live 
and loyal to old Stratford and home. 
Every school in town was represent-
ed in line by nearly 100 per cent of 
its enrolment. Floats of various patri­
otic makeups were intermingled with 
the different grades, placards were 
displayed by every class denouncing 
any action other than progress of a 
true American nature, placards beg­
ging for more schools whereby the 
half-time pupils who are striving to 
get an education in half the ordinary 
time might be treated as their par-
ents were and placards of loyalty 
and home were conspicuous in every 

group. 
 ...Fraternal, social, and civic organi­
zations also played their part in the 
big parade, some of which entered 
floats while others had large delega­
tions of their members in line. 
Housatonic grange with its hand-
some decorated float and three 
pretty young ladies costumed in a 
costume of god­dess of the harvest, 
each bearing a quantity of last fall's 
harvest made a most impressive 
picture.  
 ...The parade, which formed at 
Paradise Green, started about 2:30, 
headed by the entire force of the 
Stratford police department with 
Chief William Nichols in charge 
followed by Grand Marshal William 
H. Hart and staff with the following 
organizations following in order: G. 
A. R. Veterans, Wheeler & Wilson 
band, Co. F. Captain George W. 
Spal, commanding, American Legion, 
Woman's Auxiliary of American 
Legion, Red Cross Nursing Activities 
committee, Boy Scouts, Camp Fire 
Girls, Okenuck tribe of Red Men, 
Stratford club, Housatonic grange, 
Stratford Delphian society, Argus 
club, Evening Star Rebekah lodge, 
Board of Ed­ucation, Stratford Drum 
corps and the various schools. Arriv-
ing at Academy Hill where the re-
mainder of the program was carried 
out the thou­sands of enthusiastic 
celebrators took part in one of the 
finest programs yet given in town. 
 The monument had been decorat-

 The ceremonies will begin at 2 p.m. 
The plaque has been supplied by the 
Connecticut Historical Commission 
and the Town has had it erected. 
 The demarcation was chiefly at-
tained through the efforts of the 
Stratford Historical Society and its 
monument committee headed up by 
Lewis G. Knapp. 
 As part of the program Sunday, the 
president of the Historical Society, 
Donald Fowler, will welcome the 
group. 
 The invocation will be by Rev. Ray-
mond Wooster of the First Congrega-
tional Church of which Rev. Blakeman 
was the first minister. 
 The story of the arrival, apparently 

The Historical Marker denoting 
traditional site of the land(ing) of 

the first settlers who came to Strat-
ford was unveiled Sunday at Macõs 
Harbor.  The Stratford News, 

May 14, 1970. 

ed as never before for the occasion 
and during the exercises over which 
Mayor Abraham Wellington presided 
airoplanes [sic] circled over the 
heads of the crowd apparently as-
sisting the celebration of American 
Day. The program opened with an 
invocation by Rev. Andrew F. Cham-
berlain of the Methodist church, 
which was followed by community 
singing led by P. F. Bowe, accompa-
nied by the Wheeler & Wilson band. 
James Scofield of the Nichols avenue 
school, made a big hit when he sang 
"In the Garden." Mrs. A. McNamara 
sang "Columbia, the Gem of the 
Ocean," being followed by a most 
inspiring address by the Rev. John 
Cotter of Hartford, who left a deep 
and lasting impression on the minds 
of all who heard him...  

Stratford town parade c 1920.  

Photo from the Societyõs photo 

archives. 


