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D A T E S :  

 TBA, May General 

Membership meet-

ing? 

 Connecticut Open 

House Day, Satur-

day, June 13th,      

1-3pm, Judson 

House 

 “I Now Pronounce 

You Lucy Stone,” 

Thursday, Septem-

ber 3rd, 7:30pm, 

Stratford Library 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY HAPPENINGS 
crisis, and the Society holding a virtu-

al meeting would be a truly historic 

first. 

 

Connecticut Open House Day 

 We’re still hopeful we’ll be able to 

proceed with Connecticut Open 

House Day on June 13th.  Should you 

have an interest in all the events 

planned for June 13th, please visit 

https://portal.ct.gov/DECD/Content/

Tourism/02_Business_Support/

Participate-in-Statewide-Promos/

Connect icut -Open-House-Day. 

  

Keep Your Society in MInd 

 With current restrictions on travel 

and public gatherings, our Society is 

May General Membership 

Meeting 

 Since none of us knows what the 

trajectory of the COVID-19 virus 

will be, it’s difficult to make plans for 

Society events and meetings.  That 

said, scheduling a May face-to-face 

meeting for the General Member-

ship is looking more and more un-

likely.  We would be interested in 

your thoughts on holding a “virtual 

meeting” using the internet and 

teleconferencing.  If this is something 

that appeals to you, please let us 

know by e-mailing us at newslet-

ters@stratfordhistoricalsociety.info. 

 Virtual meetings have worked well 

for many organizations during this 

T
h

e
 

suffering from a lack of being able to 

offer our usual programs and events.  

That is affecting our ability to gener-

ate revenue.  Additionally, the stock 

market has not been kind to our 

investments.  Many people are ask-

ing what they can do to help.  Please 

consider a financial gift of any 

amount made to the Historical Soci-

ety during this time.  In your com-

munications and interactions with 

friends, neighbors and family over 

the telephone, through e-mail and 

social media, please mention the 

Historical Society and its contribu-

tions to preserving Stratford’s histo-

ince we sent out our March 
issue of this newsletter, the 
world has changed in ways 

none of us could have anticipated.  
Due to the unexpected events of 
the past several weeks, we can-
celled our March General Mem-
bership meeting, as well as our 
March and April Governing Board 
Meetings.  We were forced to 
close the Judson House and the 
Museum for the time being.  We 
cancelled our Spring school tours 
for the fourth grades.  We thought 
it prudent to re-schedule our May 
Special Presentation entitled “I 
Now Pronounce You Lucy 
Stone” until September.  Due to 
all the unanticipated events, decla-
rations, and reactions to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we wanted 
to make a special effort to reach 
out to our dear Stratford Histori-
cal Society members, and to our 
beloved Stratford community in 

S 
APRIL SPECIAL EDITION NEWSLETTER 

________________________________  

◊ ____________________________ 

“History repeats itself. That’s one of the things wrong with history.” 
Clarence Darrow, American lawyer (1857 - 1938). 

________________________________  

◊ ____________________________ 

general. 
 We are living in times the likes 
of which we’ve not seen, but 
which were experienced by the 
forbearers in our community dur-
ing the flu pandemic of 1918.  We 
have devoted a page of this special 
edition to the 1918 Influenza Pan-
demic due to the many similarities 
between the two troubling periods 
of time. 
 We hope you all are doing well.  
We hope you all are doing all you 
can to protect yourselves during 
this stressful period of time.  We 
hope we will see all of you, again, 
in the not too distant future.  To 
that end, we would like to ask you 
to share your COVID-19 isolation, 
sheltering-in-place, and self-
quarantining stories and experi-
ences with us.   
 Please share your thoughts, jour-
nal entries, diaries, or daily experi-
ences with us.  If you prefer, rec-

ord your thoughts on a tape, or 
digital file.  We will even willingly 
interview you by telephone, or by 
video call should you choose that 
option.  Please email us newslet-
ters@stratfordhistoricalsociety. 
info and let us know how we can 
learn more of your daily COVID-
19 dealings.  We’re certain your 
experiences will be of great value 
to our future Stratford genera-
tions, and during any future pan-
demics.   
 What we have learned, thus far, 
from this pandemic is that history 
can provide guidance to the future.  
Self-quarantining, social distancing, 
and cancelling large public gather-
ing were all used to help stop the 
spread of the 1918 influenza.  
These practices are working again 
100 years later.  History truly can 
inform our present times.  Be safe!  
Be well!  Be mindful of our past! 

Continued on back cover 
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 Town Reports are always an 
enlightening insight into Strat-
ford town life of the past.  The 
1945 Annual Report was 
unique in that it was the long-
est serving Town Manager’s, at 
that time, William Shea, last 
report, and the first report of 
the man who was to serve 
longer than all other Town 
Manager, Harry Flood.  This 
was also the last report that 
would be published during the 
World War II war years.  The 
report listed the names of all 
the Stratford men and women 
serving America at that time.  
It also contained many recom-
mendations for the future in-
cluding the building of a new 
town maintenance garage. 
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TOWN’S ANNUAL REPORT 1945 

Cover of the 1945  

Annual Report of the 

Town of Stratford. 

Inside back cover of the 
1945 Annual Report of 
the Town of Stratford.  

The main telephone num-
ber for Town Hall was  
7-3351.  The Grand List 

totaled $43,437,688.  The 
town’s population was 
estimated to be 32,000.  
“Recreation facilities in-

clude: 13 miles of 
Housatonic River and 

Long Island Sound front-
age for bathing and boat-
ing, Community Center, 
several neighborhood 

playgrounds, and a two-
hundred acre natural 

wooded park.” 

While not clearly visible in this greatly reduced photo of Sikorsky 

Memorial Airport, the plane to the left of the photo is a Corsair 

fighter.  To the right of the tower are columns, and rows, of Cor-

sairs.  This was the airport during World War II. 



P A G E  3  V O L U M E  I I ,  I S S U E  5  

JUDSON HOUSE OPENS FOR APRIL1973 
From time to time we are very fortunate to receive items which families can no longer retain, and/or desire to retain.  Recently, during a presenta-
tion at the Oronoque Country Club, Sabra Burritt shared with us a collection of newspaper articles which her mother had collected.  In examining 
the articles, we found a few about our Historical Society which were extremely relevant.  We have displayed a Bridgeport Sunday Post article, 

below, from April 1, 1973.  You may download a full-sized copy of this article from our newsletter website’s homepage. 
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 The 1918 influenza pandemic first 

struck Connecticut at the New 

London submarine base on Septem-

ber 11, 1918.  For the next four 

months, the flu ravaged Connecti-

cut residents.  The flu was not com-

pletely done with its killing in the 

state until 1920.  As the flu moved 

west from New London, its viru-

lence lessened.  The following was 

written during the height of the 

pandemic in our area. 

 

Bridgeport Herald 

October 27, 1918 

CEMETERY FACILITIES 

TAXED TO UTMOST BY IN-

FLUENZA-PNEUMONIA 

DEATHS 

 For the first time in the history of 

Bridgeport, prisoners from the County 

Jail had to be utilized to dig graves in 

local cemeteries in order that the 

many victims of the influenza scourge 

could be interred, owing to the short-

age of labor. 

 At St. Michael’s cemetery alone eight 

prisoners who were assigned to the 

task by Sheriff Simeon Pease, dug on 

an average of thirty graves a day since 

last Wednesday and barely managed 

to get the ground prepred [sic] so that 

none of the bodies were left above 

ground when nightfall came. 

 Taxicabs and private automobiles 

have been a a premium this past week 

and it is with the greatest difficulty that 

relatives of those who have succumbed 

to the ravages of both pneumonia and 

Spanish influenza could procure any 

kind of conveyance to take them to 

the burial grounds. 

 All the undertakers of the city have 

been rushed to the limit, and more 

than one has stated that there is a 

scarcity of caskets.  The auto hearse 

has proved a blessing in point of 

speed, but would have been totally 

inadequate if it had not been rein-

forced by the old time horse-drawn 

vehicle which, along with carriages, 

surreys and buggies, had to be resur-

rected from lofts and storage ware-

houses in order that funerals could be 

conducted in any semblance to the 

orthodox fashion. 

 Those who owned lots in St. 

Michael’s cemetery buried their dead 

in the family resting place, but all 

single interments were made in trench-

es which have been dug in plots 20 

feet by 20. 

 These plots were dug in the form of 

trenches seven feet wide by six feet 

deep.  The caskets rested on the 

ground while the trenches were being 

dug each day for the past week, and 

as fast as they arrived at the ceme-

tery the service was read over the 

bodies which were later lowered into 

the graves. 

 According to officials at the ceme-

tery approximately 245 interments 

have take place in that burial ground 

up to Sturday [sic] afternoon since 

the first of the month.  On some 

occasions there have been as many 

as a dozen caskets on top of the 

ground awaiting the completion of the 

graves, but this situation was some-

what relieved when Sheriff Pease sent 

a squad of prisoners from the North 

avenue jail to do the digging. 

 When seen last night about the 

matter, Sheriff Pease said: “I am 

doing everything in my power to help 

out in this critical time and will contin-

ue to do so as long as there is any 

need for whatever labor I can supply.  

I have taken every precaution at the 

jail against any introduction of the 

epidemic into the institution and will 

rigidly enforce all the precautions I 

have ordered  put into effect until the 

wave has entirely passed. 

 “Every time we get a prisoner up 

here that looks as though he was 

suffering from the malady, he is in-

stantly isolated until his case is thor-

oughly diagnosed by the surgeon.  In 

that way we have managed to put a 

complete check on the influenza at 

the county jail and I must say a word 

of thanks to everyone, both executives 

and prisoners, for the loyal manner in 

which they have helped to combat the 

menace.” 

 John Cullinan, of the undertaking 

firm of Cullinan, Mullins & Buckley, in 

discussing the epidemic with a repre-

sentative of the Herald, said: “The 

influenza epidemic is of course seri-

ous, but I remember as far back as 

forty-seven years ago, when we had 

other sicknesses which were much 

worse and were then at our wits’ ends 

to find conveyances to carry the bod-

ies to the places of internment.  So 

far we have been having four or five 

funerals a day and have had as many 

as ten bodies in our morgue at one 

time.  However, I think the high mark 

has passed and the wave of sickness 

is receding.” 

INFLUENZA DATELINE SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 1918 

This chart is a picture of the progress and decline of the influenza 

in Bridgeport, giving the number of cases reported day by day.  

Bridgeport Herald, October 27, 1918 

County jail prisoners digging trench for burial of bodies of influenza.  

Bridgeport Herald, October 27, 1918. 

Boxes containing caskets waiting for trench to be dug for burial, St. 

Michael’s Cemetery.  Bridgeport Herald, October 27, 1918. 

Trench where 16 bodies were buried, St. Michael’s Cemetery.  

Bridgeport Herald, October 27, 1918. 
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CUPHEAG CLUB ENDS A LONG RUN 
From time to time we are very fortunate to receive items which families can no longer retain, and/or desire to retain.  Recently, during a 

presentation at the Oronoque Country Club, Sabra Burritt shared with us a collection of newspaper articles which her mother had collected.  
In examining the articles, we found a few related to our Historical Society which were extremely relevant.  We have displayed a Bridgeport 

Sunday Post article, below, from February 25, 1979.  You may download a full-sized copy of this article from our newsletter website’s homep-
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 When we think of historic 
airplane crashes in Strat-
ford, we generally remem-
ber the Mollison plane crash 
of July 1933 where Jim and 
Amy Mollison harmlessly 
crashed their transatlantic 
flight plane into Great 
Meadows Marsh.  There 
was a plane crash two years 
later in Stratford, however, 
which nearly produced 
much more tragic conse-
quences. 
 We have mentioned in 
prior newsletters the house 
fire that destroyed Thomas 
and Ella Romatzick’s home 
in October of 1918.  When 
the Romatzick’s built a new 
home to replace their fire 
destroyed home, they built 
at 85 Arcadia Avenue. 
 Recently, Robert Romat-
zick, a descendant of Thom-
as and Ella’s, shared with us 
family photos of another 
tragedy that occurred to 
the Romatzick family 17 
years later in 1935.  An 
airplane crashed into the 
Romatzick yard narrowly 
missing their home.  We 
have included some of Rob-
ert’s photos on this page 
along with a newspaper 
article detailing the airplane 
crash.  Had the plane 
crashed just a few feet away 
in any direction, many more 
lives, than just the pilot’s, 
would have been lost and 
the Romatzik’s could have 
lost a second home. 
 

New York Daily News 
November 10, 1935 

Thousands See Cadet 
Flier Crash to Death 
(Special to The News.) 

 Stratford, Conn., Nov. 9.—
An Army flying school cadet, 
stunting above Stratford in a 
pursuit plane, was fatally 
injured today when his ship 
crashed near the center of 
town. Thousands of onlookers 
saw the plane fall. 
 The cadet, Alton T. Peter-
son, 17, of Hampden, Neb., 
brought the plane here from 
the Army School at Langley 
Field, Va.  Shortly before 3 P. 
M., he took off from the Molli-
son Airport, near here, to stunt 
over the home of a relative, R. 
C. Dean of Stratford. 
 Onlookers told police that 

T H E  C U P H E A G  C O R N E R  

PLANE CRASH IN ROMATZICK BACKYARD 

V O L U M E  I I ,  I S S U E  5  

85 Arcadia Avenue 

photo from Town Tax  

Assessor’s records. 

85 Arcadia Avenue aerial 

from Google Maps.  

Wakelee Avenue to the 

left of the homes.  85 

Arcadia, in this aerial 

photo, is three houses in 

from Wakelee on the 

bottom row of houses 

and is circled in yellow. 

Photo scrapbook page as 

sent to us by Robert 

Romatzick. 

Photo from the New 

York Daily News,  

November 10, 1935. 

Peterson was stunting about 
ten or fifteen minutes before 
the crash.  Just before the 
plane fell, he went into a 
power dive and was coming 
up on the zoom when he went 
into a half roll. 
 The nose of the ship turned 
down from 400 feet, and 
Peterson shut the motor off, 
apparently sensing that the 
crash was inevitable. 
 The ship crashed into a tree 
outside the home of Joseph 
and David Romatzick. Two 
youths pulled Peterson from 
the wreck. He was taken to 
Bridgeport Hospital where he 
died three hours later. 
 The ship was a single place 
Curtiss biplane, powered by a 
Curtiss cooled 66-E motor of 
675 horsepower.  It was at-
tached to the 96th Bombing 
Squad, 8th Pursuit Group, 
Langley Field. 
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TANNER’S BROOK 
The Stratford News 

c 1920 

Tanner's Brook Like Seine, 

Dividing Business Section; 

Causes Trouble Sometimes 

Stream That Carries Off Much of 

Surface Water From Barnum Ave-

nue and Broadbridge Avenue Sec-

tions, Passes Under Business Blocks 

in Center — At Present It's Entirely 

Dry, But At Other Seasons It's 

Sometimes Quite a Torrent — 

Town Passed Up Opportunity to 

Divert Brook 

  It has been said that every success-

ful and thriving city in the United 

States built upon a body of water that 

is or was navigable. Stratford is fortu-

nate in being situated directly on Long 

Island sound, at the mouth of the 

Housatonic river, but perhaps if it 

lacked these magnificent boundaries it 

still might find it possible to “carry on,” 

because of the existence of Tanner's 

brook a stream which is decidedly an 

in-and-out affair, in every sense of the 

word. 

 It is possible that few residents of 

Stratford today are aware that Tan-

ner's brook exists, or what or where it 

is. Such persons have limited their 

explorations to distant points, and 

have avoided back lots and back yards 

in the main business section of Strat-

ford, or they would know considerable 

about Tanner's brook. 

 The brook at times is so tiny, so 

important as to deserve not even the 

appellation of rill; at other times, win-

ter and spring storms, with water 

pouring off the considerable surface 

that forms its watershed, it is a stream 

of considerable magnitude and much 

annoyance, it is one of those things in 

Stratford for which there is no particu-

lar reason for its existence; yet it sur-

vives, because nobody does anything 

about it. 

 The brook gets its name from the 

tannery that stood many years ago on 

the east side of Main street, a short 

distance from where the east-bound 

railroad station now stands.  Probably 

the tannery found the stream useful in 

its operations, and it is quite likely that 

after using the water, it was dis-

charged, more or less polluted by 

industrial waste, to seek its outlet.  The 

outlet is in Ferry bridge creek, near 

Ferry boulevard, but before it reaches 

that point the brook crosses many 

acres of the most valuable and most 

important land in town. 

 Rising in the region north of Barnum 

avenue and Boston avenue, it extends 

through the land which in recent years 

has been sub-divided and developed 

for residences, consisting of several 

branches, which have their confluence 

north of Catherine street.  Nichols 

avenue, Broadbridge avenue, and 

Barnum avenue are crossed by the 

brook in its various branches.  Surface 

water from this entire slope has a 

tendency to drain into the brook which 

swells it to important proportions at 

times. 

 The brook proceeds cross country 

near King street, until it passes to the 

south side of the railroad viaduct, to 

Linen [sic] avenue, several hundred 

feet west of Main street.  Here the 

stream turns in a southerly direction, 

and crosses the property on which the 

Main street business blocks have been 

built, including the town hall and the 

new Lovell block, passing along the 

Lovell property and under the Tuttle 

block, to cross Main street, then pass-

ing under the building occupied by 

Logan Brothers' store, thence out into 

the lots in back of Main street.  It then 

finds its way to Ferry bridge creek. 

 At this time of the year, there is 

merely the bed of a stream there.  It 

has almost completely dried up, but in 

other seasons, it frequently proves 

troublesome to property-owners in the 

center. 

 It is recalled that about 15 years 

ago, a proposition was launched, to 

divert the stream entirely from the 

business section, by providing a conduit 

for it to pass along the railroad right of 

way, from the point where it comes 

under the viaduct, south to the creek.  

At the time, the railroad company and 

the trolley company were reported as 

willing to pay one third of the cost 

each, the town to pay the remaining 

third.  The cost was estimated at 

$10,000.  However, town officials 

turned down the proposal, and no 

further action has been taken. 

Tanner’s Brook drainage-way under construction in September 

2017.  The brook, as shown, snakes behind the condominiums on 

the corner of Broadbridge Avenue and California Street.   Gallows 

Brook, site of Goody Bassett’s hanging, likely drained into Tanner’s 

Brook before the railroad was constructed. 
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WITCH HAZEL IN BLOOM 
Bridgeport Post 

November 1, 1974 
Flash Fire Destroys Factory 

Built at Trumbull Site in 1800 
 TRUMBULL—One workman was 
burned at 8:20 a.m. today in a spec-
tacular flash fire which destroyed the 
174-year-old historic United Witch 
Hazel Distilleries factory at 40 Broad-
way in the Long Hill section.  Damage 
could be estimated only at “thousands 
of dollars” by fire officials. 
 Only portions of the outer walls of 
the two and one-half story frame fac-
tory building, constructed in 1800, 
were standing today and will be torn 
down later in the day. 
 Long Hill Fire Chief John Randall said 
the fire apparently started as chemi-
cals were being mixed and fed on 
quantities of denatured alcohol which 
are used in the manufacture of witch 
hazel. 
 ...Flames leaped high in the air at 
the height of the blaze as stores of 
alcohol became involved, attracting 
crowds from nearby homes.  Firefight-
ers poured water onto the blaze, using 
aerial equipment; and kept sparks 
from spreading to nearby homes. 

W  ...the building con-
tained the following 
items, all of which 
were assumed to be 
destroyed: 
 Two, 30,000-gallon 
vats for mixing; a 75-
horsepower boiler, a 
snowmobile, two duck 
hunting  boats, three 
copper stills and 
quantities of alcohol 
and other ingredients 
used in manufacturing 
witch hazel. 
 . . . T h e  f a c t o r y 
shipped witch hazel 
all over the world, and 
Connecticut is one of 
the few states in 
which the aromatic 
witch hazel shrub 
grows. 
 The factory building 
was first opened as a 
shirt factory and became a witch 
hazel factory in the 1930s.  Mr. 
Lane became a superintendent of 
the operation in 1936 and eventual-
ly its owner... 

Witch hazel in bloom at Town Hall in 

February 2020. 

        itch Hazel is one of those very 
        unusual plants which few peo-
ple have ever seen in bloom.  The 
reason is that this native shrub 
blooms in February and usually 
grows in wooded areas.  Luckily for 
us, there are a couple of witch ha-
zel shrubs growing on the grounds 
of Town Hall.  The blooming of the 
witch hazels was prolific and weird-
ly otherworldly this year.  To find 
witch hazel in Stratford, you gener-
ally need to make a trip to Roose-
velt Forest where it grows in the 
wild. 
 Watching the witch hazel bloom 
at Town Hall, reminds me, every 
year without fail, of one of the larg-
est fires in Trumbull in 1974 at the 
United Witch Hazel Distilleries.  To 
my knowledge, the only remaining 
witch hazel manufacturer in Con-
necticut is Dickinson’s which was 
located in Essex. 
 As a consequence of the recent 
blooming, it  seemed an appropriate 
occasion to share a few paragraphs 
from the Bridgeport Post on the 
witch factory’s 1974 burning. 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY HAPPENINGS 

ry.  Making a gift membership to a 

family member, or a friend, would be 

a good, and a generous way, to 

spread the news of the Society’s 

mission.   

 

Virtual Story Time 

 If you’re looking for a way to fill 

the hours for a young person in your 

life, consider Open Culture books 

at: 

http:// 

www.openculture.com/2016/08/enter

-an-arch ive-of -6000-h istor ica l -

childrens-books-all-digitized-and-free

- t o - r e a d - o n l i n e . h t m l ?

fbclid=IwAR1cCqpL3R6LVI8Z_GRm

BjA0J5MmQWAQmqs2xYoD9-

25l5rZ9y4yx3s4EFI.  You’ll enter a 

digital archive of 6,000 historical 

children’s, and young adult’s, books, 

all digitized and free to read online.   

 For yourself, your Stratford Library 

is still free and accessible digitally.  

The Library has 100’s of current best 

sellers and magazines available to 

r e a d  f o r  f r e e  a t  h t t p : / /

stratfordlibrary.org/research/.    

 

Pleasure Beach Archive 

 Since we all seem to have an abun-

dance of time on our hands at home 

during our current crisis, we’ve 

found some excellent historical web-

sites.  Recently, we discovered a 

treasure trove of old photos and 

memorabilia from Pleasure Beach.  

The history and photos of Pleasure 

Beach may be found at: http://

oldpleasurebeachct.com/.  The site 

contains many photos of the old 

cottages at Long Beach West.  If you 

ever visited Pleasure Beach, or Polka 

Dot Playhouse on Pleasure Beach, 

you’ll enjoy this website. 

Continued from Page 1 
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