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Americanism is a 
question of principle, 
of purpose. of ideal ism, 
or character, it is not a 
matter of birthplace or 
creed or line of descent 

11tcodore Roosevelt 
speech at Washington 
D.C. ( 1909) 
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NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Friday November 12, 2004 - 7:30pm 
Christ Episcopal Church 

2000 Main Street, Stratford 

GORDAN M. WILLIAMS 
"The Character and Personality of 

Teddy Roosevelt 
Theodore Roosevelt was a descendant of Claes 

Martenssen van Roosevelt, who migrated to New 
Amsterdam (now New York City) from Zeeland, 
Holland (now in the Netherlands), in 1649. 
Roosevelt 's father, Theodore Roosevelt, Sr., was a 
New York businessman who married Martha 
Bulloch, a Southern belle from a prominent Georgia 
family. The American Civil War (1861-1865) caused 
the Roosevelts much distress, because Mrs. 
Roosevelt' s brothers fought for the Confederacy. 10 
spare his wife' s feelings, the elder Roosevelt did not 
enlist in the armed forces, although he was a staunch supporter of the Union. During the 
war he distinguished himself as an adviser to Union troops on missions that took him to the 
front lines. 

Theodore (Teddy) Roosevelt served as President of the United States from 1901-1909. 
His administration fought for the rights of workers and small businesses and the 
conservation of natural resources. In 1912 he ran again as a candidate of the Progressive 
Party (Bull Moose Party). In a speech during the 1912 campaign he advocates limiting 
working hours of women and abolishing child labor. 

Mr. Williams is a retired Trumbull High School social studies teacher. In addition to his 
several degrees in history and literature he a1so studied education in lap.an and is the 
recipient of a number of awards: Trumbull's Teacher of the Year, Fullbright teacher in 
England and the national Milken Educator award . 

As President of the Newtown Historica1 Society, he has presented many lectures and 
evenings of information. They are filled with materia1 that is educational, informative, and 
historical . 

The meeting is open to the public and refreshments will be served. 
In case of inclement weather please listen to WlCC at 5:00 p.m. 
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A friend may 
well be reckoned 
the masterpiece 
of nature. 
Ralph Waldo 

Emerson 
"Friendship" 
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IN MEMORIAM 
Stanley Ochman 

February 14, 1919· September 16, 2004 
For many years, until illness made it 

impossible, Life Member Stanley Ochman ~as 
always a bright and cheerful presence at the 
Society. Always willing to do what ever had to 
be done. from sweeping the floors to taking care 
of the trash to telling one of his many stories, 
Stan made us all have a happier day - and 
always with a hig smile on his face . 

Surrounded by his wife and their six 
children, Stan's long life was a celebration filled 
with all the activities he enjoyed, his favorite 
was antiquing. 

"A wonderful, kind, gentle man, 
Stan never spoke ill of anyone." 

He was our friend and he will be mlssed. 

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 

The following contributions have been 
made: in memory of 

MRS. ROSAMOND DUSTIN 
Given by: 

Hiram and Coonie Tindall 
Carol and Todd Lovell 

STANLEV OCHMAN 
Given by: 

Hiram Tindall 
Carol and Todd Lovell 

THE BEARDSLEY FUND 
Mrs. Ruth Beardsley Parker has sent a 

gift in memory of her father T. R Beardsley 
and brother H. R. Beardsley. 

David Guion 
President 

Because of scheduling and injuries, we 
have had to make substituticlIls in our 
persormel who conduct tours of the Judson 
House and Museum. Diane Matthews started 
the yeaT doing the Wednesday tours but 
personal conunitmcnts meant she would be 
temporarily unavailable, During the season 
Renee Basso and Dolores Hoctor have 
generously given additional hours 1;0 make sure 
the house was staffed and open on 
Wednesdays. I would like to personally thank 
these two dedicated people for their efforts 

"above and beyond." 

Todd Lovell 
Ist Vice President 

With cold weather rapidly alpproaching, 
your Society is preparing for winter; water 
lines drained, furnaces checked and ther­
mostats set. Carriage House reconstruction 
continues with the completion cof the cedar 
shingle roof now a priority. We hope to have 
the building "c1ostx1. in" soon so that some 
work can continue throughout the winter. 
Many of the windows and frames have been 
repaired and replaced and the classic old build­
ing is beginning to rea1ly take shape. Next 
year, when it is completed and painted, it will 
be a premier addition to your Soci,~ . 

The cost of this worthwhill~ project is 
rcally stressing our finances . Rl::member, if 
you make a contribution to the Society or, 
specifically, to the Carriage Hou;se Fund, all 
donations are deductible. All contributions will 
be acknowledged by letter. 

We are hoping for a return of the Early 
American Festival in the summcr ·of 2005 . No 
festival was held this year because eleven 
sections of the Carriage House took up much 
of the Society's open space. As it turned out, 
on the probable date for this year's event, 
September 18th, this area of the country expe­
rienced thc very rainy aftermath of one of the 
many hurricanes to strike Florida. We lucked 
out!!! Stop by and see your 18'95 Carriage 
House under reconstruction. It ' s gJreatH 
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An Airport of Many Names 

The history of the airfield now known as Sikorsky Memorial Airport goes back to the ealrly 
1900's. The location in the south end of Stratford was developed out of the marshes that sc~parated the 
town from the beach areas on the Sound. As fields began to replace th.e marshes, the area was a part 
of a section of town known as A von Park, and here crowds came to watch car and motor cycle races, 
and to see pioneer aviators in stunt flying over the La Ice Aerodrome at Avon Park. Called the Brjdge~ 
port Aerodrome in 1911 , it was a center for spectator sports and was home to the country's first air 
show. 

So, in the summer of 1933, to this airfield, a British couple was destined unintentionally to add yet 
another moniker to the still unpav'ed airfield. Two renowned British pilots of the Earhart/ Lindbergh 
era, Jim Mollison and his wife Amy Johnson Mollison had planned to break the world lon~: distance 
flight record. They had left South Wales , England for New York in a little black one-engine plane on 
July 22, 1933 on the first leg of an attempted round-the-world flight. Our Betty Parmelee Applegate's 
recollections of the eventful conclusion of this flight , when she was about 13 , follow: 

"Our family was following the radio news dispatches on this exciting event, and I recall hear-ing of 
their passing over New Haven and seeing the plane fly over Cook ' s Pond at Hickory Hill. Then, a 
news dispatch indicated that contact with the plane had been lost, followed by word that the plane 
had crashed in the marsh area by Stratford Airport. It was at about 9 p. m. that Sunday niight that my 
father, Dr. Parmelee, the hospital's x-ray physician, got called to Bridgeport Hospital to c;heck the 
pilots out for any broken bones. The four of us children then climbed in the car and accompanied our 
father and stood by the emergency room window watching the two fliers being bandaged. Fortunately 
they were not badly hurt. As I watched, I particularly remember the huge diamond "rock" on Amy 
Johnson ' s finger, and the expensive watch, comparable to a Rolex, worn by her husband. :Subse­
quently , a picture of my father and the pilots was taken on the hospital porch, and it appeared in the 
rotogravure section of the Herald Tribune." 
Soon thereafter, the airport was named Mollison Airport. 

The Crash Scene A Week Later - with the Roosevelts & Amelia Earhart 

Then in 1937, when the City of Bridgeport purchased the airport, the name was further changed to 
Bridgeport Municipal Airport. During the 1930's, many now famous aviators visited the :field. Names 
such as Amelia Earhart, Charles Lindberg, Howard Hugbes and Iuan Trippe can be found in the air­
port logbooks documenting their arrivals. 

Finally, in 1972, a final rededication took place, and it was named Igor I. Sikorsky Memorial Air­
port, in honor of the airport's most famous tenant (and namesake) , who in 1929 had picke:d the Strat­
ford site for his expanding Sikorsky Aviation Company. 

(Sources: In Pursuit of Paradise by Knapp; Bridgeport; Sikorsky Airport Web Page by J. 
Ricci ; Stratford Postcard Series by Calhoun and Knapp; & other internet web pages) 
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What They Did Before 
Exit Polls 

Before TV and radio, voters would 
gather on the streets in front of Newspaper 
offices to hear the returns shouted out. In 
1920 someone at Connecticut' s Hartford 
Times had a brainstonn: A wire from the 
Times bulletin desk would cany the latest 
returns to the searchlight station 400 feet 
above street level in the Travelers Insurance 
building. Every ten minutes, results from a 

different 

lIiiro .l!l-uut$. I :: rn:':'~ 
out. If a 
Republican 
had won the 
governor ' s 
race, for 
example, at 
exact l y 
8:10 the 
bearnwould 

shine to the 
north. If the 
Democratic 
candidate 
w a , 
v!ctorious, 
the beam 
would shine 
south. 

The Times rhapsodized that the light 
would be "a great Milky Way against the 
darkness." 

Every detail had been worked out. 
Except the weather. By early evening of 
election day, rain was sailing sideways, 
propelled by 45-mile-an-hour winds. The 
operators found it difficult to move the 1,800 
pound light in the wind. The min lUnited 
visibility to a few miles . 

It was "no place for a Sunday school 
picnic," the Times reported the next day, 
along with the election results that only a few 
hardy voters had been able to see the night 
before. 
Donald B. Coney - Yankee Magazine 1996 

Do Not Miss This!! 

At the November 12th Membership Meet· 
ing we are pleased that Mr. Alan Stein will 
bring a special display of his own creation. 
Alan has crafted a very authentic colonial 
kitchen in miniature that we are sure all who 
attend will find very interesting. 

BOOKS FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS 
Words and .pictures about remembrances 

of the past are always welcome gifts to friends 
and family members. If you have not seen or 
browsed through the Society-' Iatcst collection 
of pictures and postcards of early Stratford 
you must see the new Postcard History Series 
assembled by Past President John Calhoun 
with descriptions by Town Historian lew 
Knapp. The following books will be available 
at the November 12th meeting as well as cvcry 
Tuesday and Thursday at the Society office 
from 9am to 2pm. 
In Pursuit of Paradise • $30.00 
Stratford and the Sea· $27.00 
Images of Amcrica·Stratford - $19.00 
Postcard History Serics·Stratford • $20.00 
There is no added tax if purchased from the 
Society. 

Curtis/Curtiss Society 
Reunion 

Among the many highlights of the recent 
reunion of Curtis family descendants were the 
Perry House Foundation tour and dinner, the 
Judson House and Museum tour, and the 
afternoon spent with Catherine Lawrence who 
described the history of Christ Episcopal 
Church. 

Mrs. Lawrence arranged for the group to 
walk through the nearby Christ Church 
burying grounds located behind the church; 
this was followed by a play she had written of 
the church' s early leaders that was very well 
acted by young people from Christ Church . 

Those ancnding the 65th Reunion and 
Meeting of the CortisiCurtiss family greatly 
appreciated the above proceedings and the 
hospitality of Stratford. 

November 2004 

Theodore Roosevelt: 
Quotes 

All the resources we 
need are in the mind 

Don' t hit at all if it is 
honorably possible to 
avoid hining: but never 
hit soft. 

Every reform movement 
has a lunatic fringe . 

I am only an average 
man but, by George, I 
work harder at it than 
the average man. 

I think there is only one 
quality worse than 
hardness of heart and 
that is softness of head. 

I have always been fond 
of the West African 
proverb: "Speak softly 
and carry a big stick, 
you will go far." 

NOTE: 1915·1921 
Marcus H. Holcomb, 
Republican, was 
re-elcctcd Governor in 
1920 



November 2004 

Not what we say 
about out blessings, 

but how "" 
use them, is the true 
measure of our 
thanksgiving. 

wr Purkiser 
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THANKSGIVING 

Thanksgiving ccmmonIy regarocd as being from its earliest beginning a distinctive New 
EngIaoo fOstival, .... an cquaJly characteristic Puritan holiday was originally neither. 

Days set apart for thanksgiving were known in Europe before the Reformation and were in 
fuquent use .... a fixed custom by Protestants afterward, long before they were in New England. 
One wooden that the Puritans, bating so fiercely the customs and set days .... holy days of the 
Established Church should so quickly have appointed a Thanksgiving Day. But the first New 
England Thanksgiving was not a day of religious observance, it was a day of recreation. Those 
who fancy all Puritans, and espcciaJJy all Pilgrims, to have been sour, morose, and gloomy men 
should read this account of the first Thanksgiving week (not day) in Plymouth. It was written on 
December II, 1621 by Edward Winslow to a friend in England. 

Our harvest being gotten in our governor sent four men to fowling thai so we might after a 
special manner rejoice together after we had gathered lhe fruits of our labor. They four killed as 
much fowl as with a lillie help beside served the compony about a we~k. AI which times among 
other recreations we exercised our arms, many of the Indians coming amongst us, and among the 
rest lheir grealest Jdng Massasoyt with some ninety men, whom for three days we entertained and 
feasted, and they went out and killed five deer which they brought and bestow 'd on our governor, 
and llpon the captains and olhers. 

Though there were but fifty-five English to eat the Pilgrim Thanksgiving feast, there were 
"partakers in plenty." and the ninety sociabLe Indian visitors did not come empty-handed. but joined 
fiatemally in provision for the feast. and probably also in the games. 

The Treasury of New England Folklore - B. A. Botkin 

Stratford Historical Society 
(203) 378-0630 
967 Academy Bill 
P.0.80.382 
Stratford, cr 06615-0382 

COMPUTER CORNER 
e-mail us at: 
Judsonhousestfd@aol.oorn 
Fax: 378-2562 

Stratford Historical Society Board of Diredon Meetlal 
Deecmbcr 27, 2()(M 

C ..... rl_ B. Mitdaell MUIftIID 
All ~bcn 01 lite Society .re WekoIIIe to Attead 

Pleue cal. 378-06JO (or iafo ..... tioII 


