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NEXT GENER AL MEETI NG: FRI DAY 11AY 18 , 1984 AT THE l'.ETHODI ST CHUFtCH 
HALL, MAIN STREET, STRATFORD 8 P. M. 

Following the drawing for our hand made quilt and a brief 
business meeting, Dr. Abbott Cummings and Mrs. Amelia Miller wil.l 
present a program entitled nStratford and t he Judson House-Colonial 
Pacesetting?n Dr. Cummings received his undergraduate degree from 
Oberlin College and PhD from Ohio St ate University . From 1951-1955 
he was Assistant Curator at the American ·""ing of the, Metropolitlan. 
From 1955-1983 Dr. Cummings was the Director of the Society for the 
Preservation of New Engl and Antiquities in Boston and Editor of 
"Old Time Magazine. " Currently he is a Profe ssor of American 
Decorative Arts at Yale. Dr. Cummi ngs has had a long associati<m 
with our Society. Under his expert guidance much of our Judson 
House was restored in 1959. 

Mrs. Amelia Miller too has a l ong a ssociation with our Soclety. 
She studied the Judson House doorway in 1959 as well as the records 
and paintings of Christ EPiscopal Chur ch pertaining to the 1743 
church building. All of her research has culminated in the recE!ntly 
published 
Flowering. 
Walker House (Elm and the William 
Broad Street ) . Unfortunately the Johnson House i s now demolishE,d. 
Mrs. Miller is a resident of Deerfi el d, Mass . and a graduate of 
Smith College. 

-=-----:- BotllDr. --Cummiligs and Mrs. Miller presented a j oint progr8.Ill to 
the Society on -Nov. 20 , 1959. We will be delighted to hear the" 
again on May 18, 1984. Anyone with an interest in architecture 
will find the evening a rewarding one. 

As I mentioned earlf'er our hand sewn eighteenth century qujLl t 
will be given away at the start of t he meeting. Mrs. Paula Rusnell 
has our special thanks for the generous donation of her expertise 
in guiding t he pro j ect. The quilt r epresents the time and talent 
of over twenty-five of', our SOCiety 's ladies and we appreciate their 
contribution. 

The PhotOgr1hf Committee is busily assembling the Society l i S 

1985 calendar. A he end of t his newsletter you wil l f i nd a 
tear oft tor ordering as many as you ne ed. They are a unique 
gift-especially for those who may have left Stratford. The pric:e 
has remained the same as last year ($4.00; $5.00 if mailed ) . The 
calendar may b~ picked up at Judson Rouse after July 1st. 
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Our Twenty- Third Annual Antirue Show was quite a success . Such 
a Success that we will continue w th ~one day format for next year 
Our Society's Booth and Book Stall was fu l l to over flowing as was • 
the Baked Goods Table. Two popular (and quick selling) items were 
chairs that the weavers caned . Do you have any chairs (in need of 
canning) that you would care to give? Since it is a time consumi_ng 
task , any early donations would be most appr eciated . You may call 
the Society at 378- 0630 and arrange to have the chair(s ) picked u:p. 
or l eave them orf any Tuesday between 9 a. m. and 1 p. m. 

Whi l e the work of the Accessions and Inventory Committees re:mains 
for ever incomplete , these two industrious groups have completed a 
major task . They have gone through over fifty large clothing boxes 
and sorted through the dresses , hats, shoe s , Buits, under garments, 
assorted acesBories,_§.nd guilts. The end result is that our clothing 
and textil e collection is now expertly stored and ca~a~ogued. - . 

The Capt . David Judson House and Mitchell Museum have opened 
to the publ ic on Apri l 14th . Our school tours are busily humming 
along. While we welcowe the school children, we also encourage 
groups of any kihd . A tour of our house and museum would make an 
unusual and i nexpensive outing or program for your club . Carol 
Br ancato, schedul ing secretary, would be able to give fUrther det,ails 
(375- 8187 ) . We are open until November 1st. 

I am l ooking forward to seeing you on May 18 to hear ~lrs. Miller 
and Dr . Cummings . 

ORDER FORM 

Sincerely, 

JU~~ Kurmay. President 
(Mrs. F. Paul Kurmay) 

1985 CALENDAR 
NMlli : ______________________________________ __ 

ADDRESS ______________________________________ __ 

PRO~ ______________________________ __ 

~1JMBER OF CALENDARS 

AMOID1T ENCLOSED (54.00 ea. or 1$5.00 if Mailed) 

(Please make checks payabl e to Stratford Historical Society) 

~ail t o Box 382 . Str atfor d. Ct . 06497 

• 



On May 18, 1984 , Dr . Abbott Lowell Cummings and Mrs . Ameli" 
Miller will speak at the public meeting of the Stratford Historj.cal 
Society. Their topic will be "Thomas Salmon "architect" (in 
Stratford: 1743- 174\l) and his Influences . " 

The discussion with s l ides of British houses , will deal wit.h 
English archi tectural styles and their relatlpnship to Stratford's 
18th century structures, including houses and Christ Episcopal Church. 

Dr. Cummings r eceived his undergraduate degr ee f r om Oterlln 6011ege 
snd PhD from Ohio State Un iver sity. Prom 1951- 1955 he was Assistant Curator at 
the American Wing of the Metronolltlan. From 1955- 198) Dr . Cummln~;s was the 
Director of the Society for the Prese rvation of New England Antlqul t i es 1n 
Boston and Edt to r of "Old T1me New England Magazine." Currently he' 1s a 
Profes sor of American Decorative Arts at Yale. Dr. Cumm1ngs has had a long 
8!=soc1at1on with the Society. Under his e:r.'Pert gu i dance muc'1 of the J udson 
House was restored in 1959 and he has continued to guide inter'Pretetion. 

Mrs . Ametia Miller, too , has a long associatjon with the Soci e·ty. She 
t tudled the Judson House doorway 1n 1959 as well as the r ecords and 
paint1ngs of Christ E'Piscopal Church pertaining t o the 1743 church tu11d1ng. 
All of her r esearch has culm'nated 1n thQ recently outllshed Copnecticut 
Ri yer Valley Doorwa ys: an E1ghternth Ceptury FlowQrl ng . The Judson House 1s 
mentioned 1n the book as well as th~ t4alker House ?Elm t r eet ) and the WilU am 
Samue l Johnson House (West BrOAd Str eet) . Unfortunate ly the Johnsoln Houee 
1s now demol i shed . Mrs. M1ller 1s a resident of Deerfield , Mass . and a 
g rad ua te of Sml t h College. 
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