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The Stratford Historical 
Society 

Boz 382. _rd. Conneollout 06497 
Telephone 378-0630 

/larch, 1982 

NEXT GENERAL /lEllBERSH]F !lEETING: FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 1982 at 8: ()() HI 
at the UNITED I1ETIIODIST CHURCH HALL, !lAIN STREET 

1Ir, Richard Cunliffe, a Director of the Connecticut League of 
Hietorical SOCieties, will speak at the /larch meeting of tha Stratford 
Historical Society. His talk is entitled "Dr. William Samuel Johnson, 
Connecticut's /Ian of Dest1n1". 

William Samuel Johnson, LLD (1727-1819) is one of Stratford's 
famous sons, He was the son of Samuel Johnson, DD (1696-1772) the 
first Episcopalian a1n1ster in Connecticut who served our own Christ 
Church in Stratford preaching the first 88rmon ever given to that church 
on Christmas Eve, 1724. Dr. Samuel Johnson was also the first President 
of Xing's College in New York eerving there from 1754-1763. 

William Samuel Johnson, also a m1nister--eerving Huntington, Conn., 
prsferred the Law. He was a delegate to the Constitutional Convention 
and has been called One ot the five -framers of the United States 
Constitution". The marginal note. on the original Constitution are in 
the handwriting of Dr. William Samuel Johnson. He was the first United 
States Senator from Connecticut and the first President (1787-1800) of 
Columbia College (formerly called King's College--the same King's 
College over which his father had presided) which is presently part of 

Coluabia University. 

1Ir. Cunliffe, a resident of Heritage Village in Southbury, is a 
founder and Director of the Southbury Historical Society. Prior to his 
retirement in 1973, he was the Director of Education for the New York 
Historical Society in New York City and active in the New York Chapter 
of the eivil Var Round Table. 

lie is a frequent contributor to TlIE LEAGUE BULLETIN, a quarterly 
publication of the Conn. League of Historical SOCieties, for which he 
aleo serves OD the Education Committee. Mr. Cunliffe is also a 
contributor in the field ot American history to the Westchester County, 
N.Y . Historical Society qu~terly and the newspaper VOICES, published 
weekly in Woodbury, Ct. He is also a frequent speaker at various 
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Historical Societies and Libruy groupo throughout Cozmecticut. His 
.oot recent presentation dealt with ~itchcraft trials in 17th century 
Cozmect1cut. 

I 1001< forward to eeeing you on March 26 at 8:00 PII. 

, 

~:;;:..year , the Captain David Judson Hous. and the 
. • will open tor tours and visitatioDs on 

Saturday April than our previous opening date of 
April 1 and vao d(~~~~l3~ to provide aore preparation time following 
our Antique Show & 4) and the Easter season. 

Plan to visit Judson House this season on a \led •• Sat., or Sun. trom 
11:00 AI'! to 4:00 PII. Bring your !saily, friends, and neighbors. Perhaps 
an organization to which you belong would be interssted in a sroup visit. 
If so, call Hrs. Patricia Morrison (377-2146) or the Socisty (378-0630) 
to arrange a tour. ~ouldn't it be nice i! all of our .e.bers could 
visit during 19821 

~~~T!--The Stratford Historical Society is in need of 
~ or Judaon House and the Museum from April 17 to Nov. 
1, 1982. This part-tiae but very important position in the Society 
involves giving visitors a guided tour of Judson House and the Mitchell 
Mueeum under the guidance of and in co-operation with the Head Guide. 
FamiliariZation with provided study aaterial and willingness to spend 
time preparing and giving an enjoyable, informative and accurate tour 
are required. The hours are ~ed., Sat" and Sun. fromll:OOAm to 4:00Pm. 

For ealuy detail. and further information call Hrs. F. Paul Kuraay 
(378-8025), Hrs. Irving Dobkin (378-4249) or leave your name and message 
on the ansvering tape at the Stratford Historical Society (378-0630). 
If you prefer, you aay write to the Stratford Historical Society, 
PO Box 382, Stratford, Ct. 06497. 

HOUSECLEANING--In preparation for the April 17 opening of Judson House, 
Ella McCullough has set the dates of April 13 and 14 (Tues. & ~ed.) for 
cleaning and polishing the House and its contents. This is the once-a­
year opportunity to handle our precious artifacts, Ella has .established 
a schedule and would love to hear trom anyone with an hour or more to 
devote to the project. Please call her at 375-6203. 

EDUCAUON--Tho Docent training program will be ending on March 25. The 
prograa1iaa beeD a great success. The newl,. trained docents are "._: ' 
eagerly awaiting the opening of the House and the school tours. The 
Docent training program begins every January. Keep it in mind for 1983. 
I~'8 a very rewarding experience. 

HOSTS AND HOSTESSES are needed to answer the door and greet visitors to 
Judson-WOuse on Wed., Sat., and Sun. beginning April 17. Please call 
Hrs. I'l&rgaret VanGieson (378-5555) to sign up for the day of your choice. 
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AND SALE, APRIL 3 and 4--The discount card enclosed gives 
as~ trme and place of our 21st Antiques show. The single 

1 admit you and members Of your family at 51.25 instead of the 
regular admission of 51.50. There 1s no charge for children 12 and under 
accompanied by a parent. The ticket you receive at the door is good 
for admission both days of the Show; save your ticket stub purchased 
Saturday for a return visit on Sunday. 

OUr thanks to the members who have already brought items tor 8ale 
to the museum. We need more, not necessarily heirloom quality antiques 
but "collectible" and even flea market items are saleable and gratefully 
accepted. At your reqiest the committee will gladly give you a written 
statement for IRS "Contributions other than cash" indicating the:~ 
appraised value of your contribution(s ) . Bring your contributions to 
the museum on Tuesdays, lO:OOAm to l:OO .BM, as soon as possible, or call 
Hi Tindall (874-1819) or Bonnie Paradise (377-2332) to arrange for pick 
up of items. 

Your contribution of baked goods for Margaret VanGieson's department 
and/or sandwich makings for Alice and Ronald Rader's refreshment area are 
extremely important for these other active and successful parts of our show. 

Other ways of helping greatly are your work on committees if this is 
pOSSible, your presence at the aftair as a visitor-prospective customer, 
a financial contribution to Donald Calkins, Tres6, 35 Edgemont Rd . , 
Devon, Ct. 06480, as a patron, and your invitation to non- member friends 
to come to enjoy the event, our most important money-making aftair. 

SECOND ANNUAL SALUTE TO VOLUNTEERS BENEFIT DINNER DANCE will be held on 
satUrday, March 27, 1992 at Lledle'a on kenyon street, Stratford . Social 
hour will begin at 7:00 PM followed by a roast beef dinner. Dancing', a 
brief award ceremony and prizes are also part of this evening. Donation 
for this event is 517.50 per person. 

The Society had a table last year and we all had a marvelous time. 
Please join us this year for a fine evening of recognition for all those _ 
who give their time and talent to make Stratford a better community . Call 
Judy Kurmay (378- 0630) for tickets. 

COLONIAL GARDENS-- During colonial times herbs were important to the 
health and hearth of early settlers. The addition of an herb garden to 
Judson House this spring will provide visitors with a display of a variety 
of specimens which were used for medicinal and flavoring purposes . 
Renovation and extension of the flower beds is ~ progress . 

All members of the Historical Society are encouraged to participate 
in this effort. !he Landscape and Colonial Gardens committee is planning 

a "Planting Daylt during which donations of appropriate seedlings will be 
accepted. Flowers, bulbs, small shrubs, and appropriate wildflowers 
are needed to fill in . Please consider such specimens as lemon day 
lilies, Memorial Day peonies, witchazel, chamomile, croWD imperial, 
foxglove, Jacob's ladder, hyssop, Sweet Cieely, sage, rue, rosemary, 

tansey, chicory, or any others you feel are appropriate . 
Further 

announced. 
plans and a definite date for "Planting Day" will be 

(OVer ) 



~'Re'lu.'.t:S tor Wilcoxson's I!1sto;:r ot Strattord 
In order to update our li.b, pliaii not1tytlie 

a copy tor sale ot it you wish to purchase o:Qe. 

Ml!if.~1~~~ have been no contributions since the last 
if th1 nking of the Book as a place to reaeliber and 

celebrate the happy occasions in your lite? The Society doe. indeed 
apprecia1le the llUpport shown in thie UlIIIer. 

-J~U"'" eont1Due and several perSODS haTe sign.ci up to 
• 8, 1982. There has been an increase in the air tare 

portion ot the trip to $6~O troll 1549, there1>7 creating a total lprice or 
1974 per person tor those who have not already paid tor their ~. tare. 
PartiCipation in this tour is not 11a1ted to lIellber. of the Stra'ttord 
Historical SOCiety. 

DETAILS-ANTIQUE ~UR for Strattord Historical Society 
October 8 - 16, 1982 7 nights, 8 daye 
Hoated 1>7 Carol Lovell and Elvira ludtord 

Prioe: $974 per pereon (double) 

Tour rate includes: 

Single supplement-S105 

Round trip jet tr8Lllllportation via Air India 
lIeeting and aaaiatance upon arrival, Transfer and baggage handlillg 
7 nil!llte acc .... odationa at the deluxe HOTEL PARK LAlIE 
Continental brealttaet every aorn1ng 
One the.ter ticket 
One full day browsing throul!ll rare antiques at Portobello Road, Silver 

Vault, and llaytair 
One halt day sightseeing 
OIlS halt day visit to Strattord-on-Avon and WindBor Castle 
Visit to London's lfational Theater--s1a11ar to our Lincoln Center 
GAS'l'LE ~UR-l!1storic I!ATl!'IELD CASTLE, 15 111188 from London, givJLng us 

.he opportunity to enjoy sOlie of London'S IJeautitul countr:rllide,. ~, 
The hoae ot the firat Queen Eli •• beth who lived and reigned here 
during her tae .. Queen. Tae rill be allowed to view the castle and 
eoa. of 1 ta treasures. Our d.1..Jmer will be served to us in the same 
dining rooa used 1>7 the queen tor many tunctions during her reign. 

A deposit of 150 will hold your reeervation-retundable up to 60 deys 
betore departure. 
Final payaent .nst be aade at least 6 weeks betore departure. 
Deposit ohecks should be made out to BIEBEL TRAVEL, 23Ga lIain St .. , 

Stratford, Conn. 06497 Attn.: Elvira Ludtord 

For further in!ormation phone: Carol Lovell (375-3569) or 
Elvira Ludtord <377-""988) 

Be sure to come to our nut meeting: 
lIarch 26. 

O;;:;t'?k~ Mr.. Todd B. l~o::;}!l 
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