
The Stratford H1etortoal ~ 

~;oJ(T GBNEllAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING: PRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1980, AT TIIlI 
METHODIST CHURCH H4LL. Dixon Herkt,· veIl-known authority on Conn .. cticut 
waterf owl de coYIiI, will offe r a program entitled "Gentle __ en Ca;v.-r ll of 
Stratford". . 
Duck hunting at the turn of the 20th century waa i.portant to th •• ocial 
and e conomic fiber of the town of Stratford. Th ••• ell, co.pact mar.hes 
of the Houaatonic River (~ne1lls lel and eepecially) provided good vater­
fowl habitat and good hunting. Marke ts in Bridgeport, Nev Haven ,and New 
York purchased ducks fro. this area. 

:;tratford .ar.he. vere a retreat for the "veAl thy aport" vho ..... :Iuided 
by local .en who apent auch of their year on the river--guidiDI, fish i n g, 
oysteriDg, etc. These Stratford men often produced the technically .cund 
and aeathetically pl.a.lng decoy. so mucb iu de •• nd by today'a collector. 

Dec oy carvin, va. one of the firat expreaaions o·f A •• rican folk art. One 
of the earlieat docu •• nted carvera of aophi.ticated work va. Albert Laing, 
1811-1886. Hi. decoy. vere forerunnera of the vork 80 highly r •• ·pected 
throughout the country today. 

Currently the ao.t sought-after Stratford carver. are: len Kolae. 1Q4~_ 
1912, Ch.rl •• B. "Shanl" Wheeler 1872-1949, Cbarl •• Diabrov 1885-1955, 
Ken Peck 1887-1961, .ill Bedell 1904-1966, Ro".vel1 8li •• 1887-1967, Reg 
Culver 1897-1975. Lou I.ath.ell l890~1976, Will.rd C. Baldwin 1890-1979, 
. no Ralph Well. 1895-1980. Their notoriety extenda far b.yond the bound­
aries of the town of Stratford . 

It i. ao.t fitting th.at tha Stratford Hi.torical Society vill .. pr •• eot 
thia i.portant and pertinent talk about a not-ao-lons-aso tiae in Strat­
ford' a B.1.~tory. 

Hr. Merkt. lecturer. author, and 'collector, has 'Off.r.d to apprai •• decoy 
bird. related sporting art of tha Hou.atonic River area. Th. $1.00 per 
ita .. fee vill b. donated to the. ai.torical Society. Plea.e f.el ' free to 
brins your treaaur ••. 

Since th.e decoy play~d an iaportant ~.rt in Stratford'. hi.tory, it i8 
vith regret th.at ve au.t adait to a void in the Society'. collection in 
this area. Th. Stratford Historical Society ~ould be IlO.t p1ea.ed to 
to accept donation. io tha decoy-related fleld for which a tax d.duction 
vi11 ba giv.n. 

Pl •••• plan to attend' this ao.t inter •• ting of ae.tin... ..efra.b •• nta 
will b ••• rv.d by Mr •• a.nry Van Gie.on and her co.aitt.e. 
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DOCERT 'IAI.IBG The docent training proar •• vill start ita 1981 •••• on 
on Thuraday, Jan.. 8 at 9:30 •• lD. in the Mus.um. Anyone interest,!d in 
aho.lo1 Judson Rou •• and Museua, pri •• rily to school groups, 1s ,relcome. 
All experienced docents are uraed to attend a180. It Is amazing bow 
.u~h can b. forgotten over the coura. of several months! So a lib rush-
up will b. in order. If there are any questions or any further infor-
•• tion n •• ded, call Barbara 018.n ( 378-3354) or Judy Rur.ay (378 •. 8025). 

MEMBER.SHIP A re.inder to .11 that ••• be.rship dues are payable DClW. About 
200 people have reneweel their a.aberehip. already, which 18 an enthusiastic 
reapon •• to the .pp •• l sent out by our M •• bership Chairperson Ray Moore. 
In order to aave further poetase and printins~ please send dues t:o Box 382. 
Stratfor~. :rhant you. --

WEAVING The veavera ar. r.-warpillg the loom and plan to make sone small 
rag rugs. We f.el that the second-graders will be better able tel see the 
w.avin, proceaa with the wider weft. lfor this project we are p1nnning to 
use polye.ter knit reg.-ao 1f you h.ve any discarded jerseys, pants. 
skirt., atc. (anything of knit cloth) we'll be glad to hav, tbea M 

You •• y brinl .aterial_ to the Museu. on Tuesdays froa 9:30 to 2 : 00 o r 
call aoaa.ond Duatiu -at 378-5997. 

ENCAMPMENT AWn SK.IaMISH The encampment and skirmish between Deluncey's 
Loyalist Bri,ade and ~he !fifth Connecticut Regiment~ Continental Line 
was a glorioua aueee •• ! We were blee.ed with a bright, sunny day an d a 
crowd of -aeveral hundred people. The displays of artifacts and c:raf ts 
painted. a ,clear picture of th.a lifa of th.e ar.ias of the eighteenth 
century. The apple raiain caka baked over the ca.pfire vas espec:ia1ly 
delicioua. 

The skir.i.h itaelf w.a the highlight of the afternoon--co.p1ete with 
cannon and au.ket fire. (The "rebal." von!) The experience of our 
ance.tor. in .ight. aound, _ and taste were brought to life for us by 
the •• tvo axcellant units. A TV stat i on from New Ha ven covered lIome of 
the events, ao ve even made the evening news! 

Kany th.anka to a ll those whD worked on and attended the event . 

SOCIETY PRBSIDENTS Th.e new Pres1dent of the St ratford Historical So cie t y . 
Mrs. Todd B. Lovell, the first feaale president since 194 7 . SiuI: e tha t 
waa ao •• tia. '10, many of us h.ad forgotten that women had served as 
President _.everal ti •• s s1nce the Soc ~ety's founding i n 1925. I t s e e ms 
appropriate. at the beginn1.ng of the new term. to lis t tho s-e per l)ons ~ 
feaale and aa1e, who have been President of our Society. 

John C. Wi1coxaon was elected "Te.mporary President" at the meetillg o f 
July 10. 1925. Regularly elected - Presidents have been: Elliott W. P eck ~ 
Sterling H. Bunnell, Hiss Ch.arlotte H. Packard, Wm. Howard Wilco:uon, 
Edgar R. Tho •••• Prank S. Bunnell ; Frank H. largo, Mrs. Georgian :!. T. 
Greeley, Herritt D. Vanderbilt. Mr •• John D. Walker. Ch.rles E. !'Shang" 
Wheeler, V. Earl. Hawley. Karold Sturges. Robert W. Scott, Olaff S. 
Solo.onaoo, Donald. S. Sa •• i_, Don.ld W. lfowler~ Stanley Johnson, 
Hildreth Vinton. Levis Knapp~ Ve1.ore Sp.me.r, Elden Dustin. Jack War dman, 
D.vid Jenoey a~d David Wiggin. 



- 3 -

VISITORS TO JUDSOB BOUSE In .pite of excellent nevap.per publicity deal­
- ina with Judlon Bou •• and the Historical Society, attendance hal been 
steadily d.cItalo. for the paat three years. If it had not been for 
the 104 vi.itar. who ea.e with the Antiquarian and Land.ark, Society 
group in July and the large number of "walk-through" guelt8 on the day 
of the enca.paent in September, att e ndance at Judaon Roua. and the 
Mitch.ll KUleua would bave been well down over previous years.Also, the 
decline in Ichool population has cauled .an attendance drop in tbe 
acheduled toura. 

If any group to which you belong "enlor citizen., Garden Club, ael18-
iou. oraeniz.tion., Sewing group, etc.) 1s seeking an activity, why not 
suggeat a · tour of Judson House and th~ Museum? The tour take. about 
an hour aud a half, and the price 1. right ($1.00 per adult). Our 19 81 
.e •• on starta on April 1 -- think about it, ple •• e. Contact Patricia 
Morriaon (377-2146) if you would like to arrange a tour, or for further 
infor.atioD. 

TRIPS. TAL~S. TOURS On Monday, October 20, the Museua of Art, Science 
and Induatry held a reaource program entitled "Trips, Talks, and Tours." 
It waa • unique opportunity for area teachers and adainistrators to see 
what progra.a .ere available for students. Our soci.ety wa. well repre­
sented and received .any inquiries regarding school tours--aome from as 
far away a. aartford. Perhaps some additional visitora to Judson House 
viII be lorthco.ing this Spring. 

KEELER tAVEIB. RIDGBPIELD--CRRISTMAS BOUTIQUE On Thur.day , Dec. 11 we 
plan to go to Ridgefield where ve vll1 have a tour of the 18th century 
Keeler Tavern (ad.i.sion $1.00) and be able to enjoy purcha.ing items 
at the aDDual Christ.as Boutique. The tentative plan is to have lunch 
at the 11. Inn, also in Ridgefield, where the average luncheon costs 
about $5.00. Bach peraon is responsible for his own transportation 
(car pool. perhaps) . Please call Judy Kurmay (378-8025) if you are 
interest'ed. 

INTERBSTING BICERPTS FROM TRB DAY BOOK or ABNER JUDSON Ill, b. 1791, 
d. 1867 (continued) 

Auguat 28, 1827 --- so~d a pair of boots to Robert 
October 16. 1827 --- ao1d quilting frames to Isaac • October 21, Dec,aber 10, 1827 --- S •• ua1 Jack son's 

for driving cowa to pasture. 

Lovejoy, $5.00 
Fairchild • 
boy p.ir 20~ a 

March 14, 1829 --- Abner sol d 3 1/2 dozen .Igs for . 44~. 
May 28, 1829 --- Abner aold 6 po unds of b.utter for 77~. 

1832 -- Book records .e1l1ng of hay, rye, oats and corn. 

week 

April lS, 1833 --- sold to William Gray, 2 pounds of pork for 2S~. 
April, May, June, July, 1833 --- Abner paid for labor in hie garden and 

hay fields at "66 cents for a full dayts work. lI • In 
1834 labor per day va. increased to 7S¢ . 

Septeaber 12, 1836 --- mentions Washington Bridge. (Apparently taxed 
$189.07 for .aintenance of bridge.) 

January 15, 1840 --- Abner notes th.t the Bridgeport Republican Stan­
dar,d. No. 22, vas the first ne"spaper to be delivere d 
to hi. in Stratford . Are w~ to believe that Abner 
v.s a .eaber of the Vbie Party? Martin Van Buren. 

, . a Deaocrat, wa. Yreaident of the U.s. fro. 1837-1841. , 
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1863 --- Abner oWDed land near the railroad. This pasture lot Will 

leased to Isaae Fairchild for the season for $9.00. 
Note: The first railroad to go through Stratfol:d 
from New Haven to New York City was on December 28, 
1848. 

the year 1867 s e es few entries into Abner's ledger. From 1865:..11367 
written instructions ' were given by which Maria Sherman Judson, w:lfe 
of Abner III, was to be given U.S. Bonds of $50 denomination. 

We have no idea of what Abner III died. He was 67 years old at Ithe 
time of his death in 1867. Maria. his wife, died in 1881. Upon her 
death the prpperty of Ahner III was divided into 10 equal parts be­
tween his.siater Harriet Judson Curtis and his nephews. Upon Abller's 
death. seven generations had lived on the William Judson homealtl~, 
four generations in the Captain David Judson House. 

If any of the descendants of Abner Judson III have further details 
about his life, the Stratford Historical Society would appreciatl! re­
ceiving such. 

(The above axcerpta were prepared by Mr. Donald W. Fowler from the 
Day Book of Abner Judson III)., 

Don't forget -- November 21 -- Gentlemen Carvers of Stratford. Hope 
to see you there. 

Sincerely, 

Carol W. Lovell. President 
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