
The Btrattord H1atorloal Sootety 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF' TH.l. STRATFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY, PRIDAY~ S13PTEMBER 
26, ~980, 8:00 P.M., METH.~DIST CH.URCH. RALL. 

We shall receive the report of the nominating committee fro. Hrs. 
Irving Dobkin, chairperson, "and elect officers, directors, and cOI •• ittee 
chairpersons. Pleaae come and meet our newly elected persona who will 
lead our Society during the coming year. 

Each officer and co •• itt~ chairperson will be asked to give a ahort 
summary report of their activitiea for the year. Theae reporta should be 
a paragraph long, to be read at th.e meeting and placed on fl1e wil~h the 
secretary . Hore detailed reports .ay be filed with th.e secretary · and will 
be available to interested members. 

After the business meetinS. our program chairman, Hi Tind~ll :. has a 
very intere.ting and appropriate. program, entitled Vol.ateers-at l'ork. 

,Captain David Judaon Hou.e and the C:athe:rine Bunnell Mitchell Mua,~ 
1957 - 1980. 

To IIgive credit where credit i. due" our Society volunteera ~LDclude 
an art director and an advertising manager, both from large eorpolC'ations; 
aeverel edueatora, trained librarians and genealogis ts, t"o contr4lctora, 
several trained in crafts, ae.er.tariea, an electrician and a o lendlleape 
architect. Other volunteers are experts in cataloging, le.ther ru.tora­
tion, A.erican Indian artifacta, aewing, photography, gardening, l~aint1ng 
and general repairs. 

A Docent Training Program vaS instituted in 1973 which ha. a" ita 
object to provide a competent corps of guides for visitors and, eopeeially 
achool children. to show Judson Houae and the Museum. Approxi.atuly 100 
wo.en and .en have "graduated" fro. this education progra.. Othel~ vol­
unt.ers, froa the lIemberahip, have been recruited for Hostes. and Hospital­
ity Co •• itteea. All in all. it 18 recorded, that well over 17,53.; hours 
have been given, by all volunteers, since 1973. 

Society Ke.ber. are urged to attend the Annual Meeting and to become 
acquainted with :lta volunteer proaralll, which has earned the fo110"ing 
citation. and a"ard.: two awards fro. the Connecticut Lealue of Uistor­
ical Sociatie., one citation fro. the Connecticut Legialature, and two 
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awarda fro. the American Association for State and Local Hi.tory. 

The 811de8 to be .hown date back to 1957. Some of the aore recent 
on •• , taken 1n 1977 - 1980. bave not been shown to any organization. 
They will b. of intareat not only to volunteers, but to members and 
friends who a.y wieh to know that its Society 18 being carried on by 
the older as well 88 a growing numbe r of the younger generation . 

The British are ComIng! On September 21st at 1 p.m. the Fifth 
Connecticut aegi.ent viII skirmleh against Delancy's Loyalilt Brigade 
aD Acad •• y Rill. Each group will set up • aeparate encampment and join 
1n a CO •• OD craft l1ne featuring spinning, weaving, dyeing, caDdIe dip­
pins, bullet •• kinS. and cooking. The Judson Bouse will also be open 
for walk-thro~lh tour.. We look forvard to a lively afternoon. Please 
come (1n co.tu •• if you wish) - bring your friends - enjoy a lot - maybe 
learn a little! 

In conjunction with the event, the Society will run a bake goods 
.ale. If you can donate a cake, pie or some other goodiest , please call 
Mrs. Maraaret Van Gie.on at 378-5555. In order to defray the expenses of 
the day, Mr. and Mra. Joseph. Hoare will be accepting don'ations. If you 
would lik. to h.lp th •• , please call 378-1749 in the evening. 

In ca •• of rain the encaapment and sklraiah will be held on September 
28th. 

A HBW EVBRT -- COLONIAL HARVEST SUPPER 

Gather together your family and friends for a delightful evening of 
colonial food and .u.ic at the new Raymond E. Baldwin Center. For the 
first tta •• the Stratford Historical Society invites its members and 
their friends to participate In a "COlonial evening". 

Brunawick Stew. a delectable one-dish meal has been an American 
favorite for tva hundred years or more. It was serve d througbout the 
colonies but probably originated in Virginia where it vaa served at many 
public and private gath.erings. A thick stev of chicken, ham, beef, corn, 
lima beans, onions, potatoea, and tomatoe8~ Brunswick Stew is sure t o 
be e ome ona of your favorite diahes, if it isn't already! 

Ho •••• d. Injun lye Bread, accompanying our stew, will be made of 
corn m.al, rye flour, and whole wheat flour. Since white flour in the 
colonial ·p6riod vaa aearce, expensive, and uaed only for speeial occasions, 
bread ~arely contained it. Our bread vill have a nice texture, marvelous 
taate and al.oat irre.tible aroaa! 

The Colonial Harvest Supper vlll also feature cider (a truly colonial 
beverage-vatar was al.oat never cODsumed). graen salad, cranberry reli sh, 
an apple d •• aert, coffae and tea. ~an't you taste it rigbt now? 

Tha av.ning'. program vill be presented by "The Paatiae Recorder 
Ense.bl." •• local aroup of ' lD.usicians playing 16th I 17th, and 18th century 
music upon the recorder (a medieval flute which waa very popular in all 
countria. aftar the aiddle of the 18th century), and several other 
antique in.tru.eDts. It should be very dif,ferent and most intereating! 
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Bring your frienda---the more people, the better the evening. 
Don't forget the cbildren. Reserve your place 8S soon 8a possible in 
order that food purchases and final plans can be made. 

The coat will be $4.50 per peraon for both supper and entertainment-­
a real bargain at today's prices! 

Remember: Stratford Historical Society's "Colonial Ha rvest Supper" 
Wednesday, Nov. 12. 1980. 6:3Q p.m. 
Raymond E. Baldwin Center 
$4.50 per person 
Musical program to follow supper 

ReaeryatloDs may be made at the Stratford Historical Society General 
Heeting on Sept. 26, 1980 Or mailed to Mr •• RUBael Applegate. 6080 North 
Main St., Stratford ••• Before Nov. I , 1980, plesse. 

We are excited about this new venture and hope that you will plan to 
attend and have a aost enjoyable evening. 

REPAIRS TO JUDSON HOUSE 

Repairs to the Judson House are being carried out with the support of 
the Conneeticut Department of Economi c Development and the Connecticu t 
Committee for the Restoration of Historical Assets. We were awarded a 
grant of $10,000 without which we would not have been able t o do the 
necessary repairs. The house exterior had not been painted in more than 
ten years and waa in poor condition . Painting is completed a nd th e House 
and Museua looks beautiful . Credit is given to the H. C. Lovell Hardware, 
Todd B. Lovell and Harold C. Lovel l. Jr. who donated all the paint ne ces­
sary for both build~ngs. 

Jaek Ward.an and Howard Smith are working on the thirty-two windows. 
Mr. Ward.an will take out all window sashes, remove p a int~ putty an d g l asA , 
repair sash as necessary, treat sash with Woodlife insect and damp re­
pellant, replace glass and reputty, repaint the outside of sas h with two 
coats of paint, i nstall sash and then install a cover of polycarbonate . 
At thia Ciae, Mr. Wardman has just about finished wi t h the fourteen fi r s t 
floor windows and 18 ready to start the second floor windows. 

Mr. Smith has been ill but haa been able to eomplete the work on the 
outside of the windows on the first floor. This included removing the 
paint from the outside casings, blind stops, heads and . sills using a 
heating iron to 80ft.n the paint, treating with Wood'life, repai ring as 
necessary, and providing prime and finish coat of paint. When the house 
is closed, we expeet Mr. Smith to spot prime and paint the inside trim, 
matching existing room colors . 

Starting on October 1, we expe~t to carry out extensive work in 
removing and replacing the house sill from the North Wall of the ParloT 
and entrance hall. This a rea is in bad condition a nd should be r ,eplace d 
with new joiats and a fire %esiatant ceiling of the furnace room which 
is directly below the entrance aQll. An inspection o f this area 
r evealed that the tva posts flanking the entrance hall were rotted at the 
bases and need repair. This wnrk should be completed 1n a month ,or two . 
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In the ••• nti.e much work h.aa baen done at the Museua - • nl~w porch 
floor and railing. new gutters, rearrange d work area in base.ent" with 
new lighting to fit the new a r rangement. 

Pleaa. cOile on Sept. 21 - see the "Skirmish and Enea.pmant" and 
see how the Society 1s improving and preserving our property. 

THE LARGEST TOUR GROUP 

The larseat tour group ever scheduled visited Judson House nnd the 
Kit chell Muaeua on Saturday, July 12 , 1980. 102 members of the Hartford­
based Antiquarian and Landmarks Society were given a one -hour walk­
through v1.1~ for which sever al members of our Executive Board 8E~rved 
8S boat/bost.a.. Our offer of lemonade and homemade cookies on the lawn 
W8a a lovely culmination to a full day of touring historic sites in 
Southwe.tern Connecticut. 

Kany coapliaenta were extended to our Society, such as this from 
• "ollege atudent planning a career in museU1D education ••• • "I t folt 80 

good to .ee an hi.torical organization operating &s it sbould-with love, 
care, and devoted people. 1I 

INTBRRSTING BXCBRPTS ~ROH TRR DAY BOOK O~ ABNER JUDSON III, b. 1791,d .1867. 

Abner Jud.on who wa. born and lived in the Captain David Judson House 
until hia death in 1867, was a well-known merch ant i n Stratford . It is 
presuaed that he had a store on the corner of wbat i8 nov known li S Main 
Street and · Acade.y Rl1l. From his Day Book, 1823-1856, Ab ner sold pro­
duce froa hi. extensive gardens and fie1da, made boots and shoes, an d 
sold lumber auch of which was bought from New York State. Durin g the 
depres.ion y.ara of· the. 1830 r s Abner lent cash to his friends at 3%. 
His Day Book .hovs who purchased goods or who rented his far. equipment 
or hi . horae and carriage. Abner speaks of the .bad running in April 
and May I 1834. But in 1834 he notes "bad fiahing". 

In reference to weather, a topic of convers ation e ven then . Abner 
makes the follow i ng coaments : 

Dece.b.r 15, 1839. 
closed all day. 

Severe snow storm on the Sabbeth. Tvo t:burchea 

Winters of 1841 and 1842 the most plea. ant ever known. Bard1y any 
snow. 

June 12, 1 842. Severe frost. 

June 2, 1843. Severe. frost killing beans and IImalting ice nl!. a rly 
a. thick aa gl ••• ". 

Sept. 29, 1844 . Remarkable storm with high tides , Churches closed. 

Oct. 26. 1845. 6:30 p.m. a "severe ahock of an earthquake". 

April 15, 1849. Vary cold, IImaking ice an inch thick". 

April 6, 1850. 119 inches of snow on the level". 
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April 1S, 18S4. "1 foot of SDOW on the level of the Bround"" 

1849. "Account of coat of paint to paint Judson Bouae". ChlHSe 
of paint! ($22.06). 

Other interesting items from Day Books owned by the Stratford 
Historical Socie ty will follow in Newsletters. 

"FAMILY TREE" INQUIRY 

Are you descended from Thomas Ufford (Uffaot) who came from nogland, 
1632 in the ship Lion and died in Stratford in 16601 Mrs. Patridla 
Walk.er of California 18 interested in bearing f rom anyone of the fami l y 
of Ufford, Peabody, Lewis (descendant of Edmond Lewis). Moss, Gold, 
Judson, etc. who 18 descended from Thomas Ufford . She 1s "very anxious 
to see 1f I have any relatives through my great-grest-grandfather 
Edmond Lewia Ufford, born 1n Stratford in 1816, son of Elijah and 
Percy Peabody Ufford, who went to Galveston, Texas, raised a famiJly 
and died there in 1874 . 

If you have any pertinent information , please write to: 

Mrs. Patricia Walker 
22533 Highway 41 
Templeton, Ca. 93465 

REMEMBRANCE BOOK 

On March 12th the first memorial to the Stratford Historical Remem­
brance Book was made. To August 31, 1977 $50.00 was received tog'~ther 
with $.49 in interest for a total of $50.49. Memorials were made re­
lIembering Jeanne Goddard, Plorence Vanderbil t , Henry Van Gieson and 
Ida Raulmeier. Gifts were made by Selma Dobkin, Marion Finn and Dr . 
Allen Pans low. 

Par the current year, $347. was received together with 7.82 jln 
interest for a to tal of $354.82. Memorials were made as follows : 

Kelen May Beardsley Youngs hy Donald Fowler and Mr. & Mrs. E .. Dustin. 
C. Ralpa Welles by Mr. & Mrs. Earl B. Gear Jr. & Mr. & Mrs. T. Murphy. 
Iaadore Chaplo~e. by Mr. & Mrs. Dobkin 
Willard Baldwin by Todd & Carol Lovell 
Ruby Wilcox.on &. Mrs. T.A.D. Weaver by the Stratford Visiting Nurses 
Rev. Geroge W. Judson by Margaret A. Judson 
Chester Allenaon by Hr. & Mrs. Irving Dobkin 
Ira R. Peterson by Margaret Van Gieson, Vel & Claribel Spamel~, 

Don & Alma Fowler 
Elaie W. Panslov by Don & Alma Fowler 
Edna Sallllis Richardson by the ~xecutive Board of the Ristori(:al Soc. 
John B. Elwood by Mr. & Mrs. Todd B. Lovell 
Ethlyn Lovell Walsh by Mr. & Mrs. Todd B. Lovell 

and gratafulness for the recovery of Alma Powl er by the ladies of the 
Executive Board of the Historical Society. 

To date a total of $397 in Memorials and $8.31 in interest, or a 
total of $405.31 has been received . Altho slow in starting, it in al­
ready a strons, resource for the financing of the Society. The interest 
may be added to' our :tncome for the year. while the principal will continue 
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to Irow and return. hi,her •• aunt each year. V. reco •• end you conald.r 
thIs •• a M •• oria1 lift In the futu re. 

V.I.ore Spa.ar, Aa.t. Tr •••• 

HOUSH TOUR 

The Runtinaton Hi.torical Soci.ty i • . havin, a Bou •• Tour on Sunday, 
S.pt •• ber 14, 1980 froa 1:00 p ••• to 4:00 p... Ticket. at $5.00 .ach for 
adult. and .3.00 each for children .a, b. purcha.ed at the Huntinlton 
Green, aipton aoad and Huntington Stre.t the afternoon of the tour. 

live _0 ..... privat.1y own.d tool au •• u •• nd St. Paul'. Bpi.eopal 
Church - all within walkins distance of the Gr.en are includ.d in the 
tour . The Buntin,ton Si.torieal Society Coaplex (th. B ••• kiah Mark. 
Hou •• and the Country School) 70 Ripton Ro.d vill al.o be open to visitora. 
Mr. Michael Scanlin will de.onstrate wood carvinl at the eo.plex. 

Ticket ••• , b. purch ••• d in advance by telephonl Mr. John Ce •• na, 
929-7525. 

I bop. to 
l. 
2. 
3. 

..e you at our three bil avanta: 
Sunday, Sept; 21, 1:00 p.a. Th. Briti.h Are Co.ina! 
Friday, S.pt . 26, 8:00 p ••• Annual Maetinl 
Vedne.day, Bov. 12, 6:30 p.a. Colonial Harve.t Supp.r. 

Thia t •• y t •• t •••• l.tt.r aa a nev preaident .111 be el.cted on 
Sept. 26. t th.nk all of you for your aupport and aa.i.tance durina 
ay t.o year. a. your president. t enjoyed every ainuta of it. I aak 
you to coop. rat •• ith the nev pre.ident to a.ke it •• intere.tinl a. 
I found it. 

David C. Willin 

tear off 

a •• ervation for COLOWIAL HAaVBST SUPPBI. AT BALDWIN CENTEa, 6: 30' p •••• 

love.ber 12, 1980, $4.50 per person . 

luab.r of. p~ople in p.rty 

for .eaber. and su.at. 

Pl ••••• at. chacka pay.ble to Str.tford Hi.torieal Society. 

If you ara unable to co •• to the Annual H •• tina. aend R •• ervation to 

Mrs. Betty Appl.sat •• 6080 Horth Main ~tr •• t. Stratford, CT 06497 by 
. 
Hov •• b.r 1. Pl •••• 

'_ .. 
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C010NlAll-lAUVISr SlJPrI~ 
presen t eo fly 

The Stratfora Historical $oc',ety 
Novemier IZ~ 1980 

6:30 pm 

Raymond E. Baldwin C~nter 
Main Str-eet 

Stratfor-d? Connedicut 
A(EIIU: 

Bruns wICk Stew 
Inj u n Br own Bread 

Homemade Crilnberry Rehsh 
C,.een Salad 
App le Des sert 
Cider --Colfee - -Tea 

ENT.<RTAINMENT 

lhe Pastime Re corder- Ensemble 
I~ YOU HAVG AJ.,f£AD Y R S SER VGD 
VDVR PUtCE~ P/. S A$E CONSI DER. 
TH I S 4 R £/ttI4I NDE"R. 

THAN K YOU 

MAK. RES~RVAT/O IIIS WITH: 
/'f4 RS, R U SSEL APPLEGA Tt; 

6080 N . MA /~ s rn EST 
STRATFORD, CONNECTICUT 
0 6 4 97 TEL.. 3 77- 41224 



.' .: ... 

Wec:Yn~$a"!Y? Novemhe,. 12,,/980 
6:30pm 

R"ymona E. Ba/aw;n Center­
Main St,.eet 

.5t,.atfora~ Conn. 06497 
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