
· The Stratford HlatorIoal ~ 

NEXT MEMBERSHIP HEETING OF THE STRATPORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY, J'R lrDAY, 
--~ 

KAY 16. 19. 80. 8:00 P . H. HETHODIST CHURCR RALL. 

Pleaae eOlle, meet and talk with. friends and enjoy auother jlnter­
eating program. Ruth Ray of Orange will provide ua a talk entil:led. 
UNature's Eneore. - A Study in Period Flower Arrangementa" , Mrs .. Ray 
is an experimeutar in various drying methods. She i. an aeered~lted 
judge by tha Hational Couneil of Garden Clubs. She is also a pu.t 
president of Stratford and Orange Garden Clubs and a .e.ber of the 
Ame riean Guild of Plower Arrangers . Sh. will have a great .any ex-
ampl •• of flower arrangements and Hi Tindall. our Prograa Chairuan, 
assures us that this will be an interesting evenirig for all our aembers. 
E.2. ~ and. btlns .! friend. 

ANtIQUES SHOW AND SALE - APPROX. $4 , 500 PROPIT . 

The Show vaa a great sueeaa. ! The Society owe. much to COII.ittee 
chairpe.raona and the many Sociaty me..beTS who ·participated in the two 
t!ay prograll. Prel1.minary report a indicate a profit of approxiautely 
$4,500 which i. more. than laat year'a ve.ry succeaaful ahow . Th jl • . is a 
v ery important annual fund raiaer and the prolra ma of our Social:y are 
v ery depenelent on this two day activity. Although much of the nark 
loes on durinl the two daya and the two weeks prior, the auecea" of the 
Show is graatly 4h~1?ende.nt ·on contributions to our Society I ·ooth. Keep 
ua in mind eV4ry montQ of the Y.ST. Anytille an attic ia cleaneel or 
emptied , aave all kinds of ite.a. Call Hi Tindall (874-1819) 'or Bonnie 
Parseliae (377-2332) who will gl&elly arranae to pick up ite •• and atore 
them for our next year's ·Show. Think. Antigues ~ all year lOI!.&.. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO DR . ABBOTT L. CUMMINGS 

The Stratford Historical Society wiahea to congratulate Dr .. Abbott 
L. Cu •• inga, an Honorary Member of t he Society, aa the 1979 wismer of 
the Boaton Globe Book Festivala prestigious Winship Award faT b jls book , 
"The P'rallad Rou.es of the Massachusetta Bay, 1625-1725". The $ ll,OOO . OO 
award i. liven annually by the. Globe. in me.ory of Laurence 7 . W:lnship. 
former .. ditor of the. Globe., to the author of an outatanelioa baal, fea­
turing a Ney England aubje.ct . Dr. Cumminla' book was publiahed in May, 
1979 by the aarvard Univaralty Pre •• after 30 yeara of researeh and 
preparation . Tha. Stratford 1Uatorieal Socie.ty library haa an auto­
graph.ed COPT of Dr. Cu •• inga D90k. Dr. Cum.inls is pr •• ently the Bxecu­
tive Dire.ctor of tha Society for the Pres.rvation of Nev Bnllancl Anti­
quitie., BOlton, Haa.acause.tta. 
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Dr. Cu •• inga interest in Stratford' s Captain David Judson Bouse 
datea back to 1958, when the upper kitchen was restored under his 
direction with the help of volunteers. This was f o llowed by the 
restoration of the west room or parlor in 1962 , again under Dr. Cummings 
supervision. Last September, 1979, Dr. Cummings returned to Judson 
Hou.e for the third time, to review his earlier study of the archjLtec­
tual features of Judson House. The Society's newsletter of Harch 1• 1980, 
briefly reviews the important facts of Dr. Cummings report with the date 
of Judson Houa. changed from 1723 to C. , 1750. This report 1s ava~l.ble 
to members and may be ordered from the Society for $1.00 to cover zerox­
in& and postage. P·lease address your request to Mr . David Wiggin,. 
President of the Stratford Historical Society, Box 382, Stratford ,• Conn. 
06497. 

Resea~ch continues with the dating of Judson House. Unfortunately, 
there 1s a la.ck of official recorda for the period. If anyone hall any 
lettera, account hook., or diaries of the period, we would like to look 
at thell. P1e.aae communicate with either Carol Lovell (375-3569) or 
Judy Kur •• y 078-8025). 

THE BIRTISH ARE COMING 

Yea -- the British are coming on Sept. 21, 1980. Save that date. 
The Fifth Connecticut Regiment and Delancy's Loyalist Brigade-;Ill~n­
duct a skir1lliah on Acade1llY Hill on Sunday, September 21st at about: 1:00 
P . M. Each one. viII have a military encampment representative of t:he 
period 8S. vell as 8 large craft section. ~ ~ ~ ~ spend j:he 
afternoon.. . The. rain date. i. September 28th. Arrangements are bejlng made 
by Judy ~urmay, our 2nd Vice Preslie.nt . 

THE EMPIRE PERIOD BOOKCASE 

Carol Lovell, chairperson of the Assessious Committee report.1 the 
Empire Period bookcaae. (china closet) c. 1840, which was formerly in our 
Catherine B. Mitchell Museum has been given a new .home in Boston •. - at 
the Nuse.ulI of line Arts. 

The. Executive Board of the Stratford Historical Society pp~~~d 
the re.aoval of the piece due to its lack of Stratford connections and 
its poor value as an exhibit case for porcelain and glasa. 

Hr. Thomas Lloyd of Sotheby, Park, Bernet Galleries appraised the 
piece in o~de.r th.at we might offer it for sale. The Museum . of Fitle Arts, 
which. had previously expressed interest, was contacted and the trans­
action vas executed in Harch, 1980. 

The $6,SOO which was received will be placed into a special fund 
for the care of artifacts and the purch.ase of new exhibit areas. These 
moniee will not go l.nto the. current fund drive, or the general working 
funda of tha Society. 

Th.e. Book.case/CUna closet. vh.ich once belonged to the daughtE~r of 
Alexande.r HAmilton, 1s no~ where it can be studied, cared for, and 
properly appraciate.d. His .. Adelaide Milton deGroot gave the pieCE! in 
19S5 and we ar • . 8ure. that sne would be most pleased with its new location. 

• 
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aBPAIRS AND RESTORAT16N 07 JUDSON HOUSE 

Work ha. atarted on this year's prograa at the Captain David Jud­
Ion Bou... Coaplete rep.ira and repainting of the thirty-tvo windows 
have b.,un. The firlt three or four window. are completed. The firat 
i. the window i ••• diately to the l ef t of the back door. The otbers are 
the Dazt window. facing the Huseum -- allan the first floor. I.a 
Bura you vill .pprove of the work being carried out by Jack Ward_Ian and 
Howard Salth. Plea •• ~ and see ~ ~. 

Th. otber two."portions of the project -- pain'ing of tbe Judson 
Rou •• 1, expected to be done in Kay and the repairs of the front alII 
will ba Itartad on October 1. The latter date will force closinl: our 
'hovina Gf the Judson House and Huseum a month earlier than usual; that 
i, S.,~ •• ber 30 inatead of October 31. 

Thia work on the Judson House is being carried out vith the support 
of a $10,000 grant from the Connecticut Department of Econoaic Develop- . 
• ent and the Connecticut Committee for the I.e,toration of "Hi.tori,cal 
A •• eta. Additional money needed for the Judson House project vill Calle 
from our 1979 - '80 ?und Drive. 

Our ?und Drive is alao being used for repairs and reaodeling of the 
Muaeu.. Work already coapleted include the replacement of the porch ~ 
floor and inatallation of nev guard railings. the roof gutters and re­
arranse •• nt. of bookc.aes and cabinets on the lover level of the Kuseua 
to afford aore .ork apace. Work remaining to be done in the next. few 
aontha is ' rapainting of the outside. valls and relocation of the lower 
floor li,hting fi.ztures. This work is being done under the supervision 
of Bovard Saith, chairman of our building coamittee. 

If you h,ve not yet contributed to the 1979 - '80 lund Drive: or if 
you viah t~ add to your previous contribution, please do so soon so we 
can a.aure coapletion of our much needed repairs and restoration at the 
Judaon Rous. and Museua. 

TWO REVISED SOCIETY BROCHURES 

We are enclo.ing copies of our two newly revised brochures e:ntitled 
"Captain David Judson Rouse c. 1750 11 (yellow) and nCaptain Davidl Judson 
Bouae and Cath.erina B. H1.tch.ell Museum" (blua). Please read thewL and 
paa. th.ea on to friends urg1.ng th.em. to visit the House and HuseuIL, to 
attend our ... bers~p aeetings, and to join our So~iety. 1 can person­
ally vouc~ for th.e. fact taat it will enrich their livea. 

See you on Hay 16. 
David C. Wiggin 
Preaident 

P.S. Pro. aarbara 01een and Judy Kurmay: 
All doce.nts and lIe.mbers vho have reaervations for tour ~tnd 

1unch&oD. at thA Decorator Sli.ovhouse of the Junior League of Great:er 
Bridgeport are. raque..tad to meet at the. Burr Homestead, 739 Old I'ost 
Road. Pa1rf1ald at 10:00 A.II •• Wedlleaday, Kay 14. The Burr HOll8!ltead 
ia j uat ••• t of the ?airfield Town Rall and the Pairfield Bistor:l.cal 
~,.,.i.ty oftice . Plan your own car · pooling. 
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