
The Strattord Hi.torioal 8001~ 

NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF THE STRATFORO HISTORICAL SOCIE1Y, FRIDAY, 
NOVEMBER.l6, 1979, AT THE METHODIST CHURCH HALL 

Dear Friends. 

Hy Tindall~ our newly elected first vice-president, has agreed to st~ on as 
program chainnan for this year. We are very appreciative of Hy because he ha~; 
done such a good job during the past years and for this meeting he has another 
program that will be worthy of a large attendance. Carolyn Platt Walsh, a graduate 
of Elmire College and library de9ree frOOl Col""bia University, a librarian filrst in 
Milford and then in Fairfield. will talk on "Our American Heritage. n This wi'll be 
a slide lecture, with colored photographs frem all over the country. I aR'I SU1"'e you 
will remanber how well Mrs. Walsh was received last year with her slide lectulM! 
on "Colonial Connecticut.1t There will be refrestwnents--I hope to see you 'thel''''e. 

This newsletter was prepared in a short time in order to meet the early in tm! 
month ~ting date. I am very appreciative of the ,assistance of the canmitt~! 
chairpersons and board members and my coordinator. Judy Kunmay. second vice 
president,for their cooperation in this effort. Many thanks! 

CONNECTICUT HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES HONORS THE STRATFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY: 

A highlight of the Septesnber 28 general meeting_was the presentation by Repre!;entat1ve 
Robert Frankel of the 121st District of a copy of a congratulatory resolution introduced 
by Representative Frankel and adopted by the House of Representatives of the ("neral 
Assembly on June 1, 1979. This House Resolution No. 469 reads 1n part: " .. . The 
Connecticut House of Representatives hereby offers its sincerest congratulati(~s to the 
Stratford Historical Society in recognition of receiving the 'Award of Merit' from 
the American Association for" State and local History and the deSignation of 'The 
Captain David Judson House' 1n the National Register of Historic Places by thE! 
United States Department of the Interi or. The enti re -members hi p extends its very 
best wishes on this occasion and expresses the hope for continued success ... "._ 

We are very grateful to Mr. Frankel for his work in obtaining this recognition from 
our state governing boqy. 

ANTIQUE SHOW AND SALE: Our 19th Annual Antiques Show .and Sale is scheduled on 
April 12 and 13 at the David Wooster Junio!" High School where it was so successful 
last year. Donald Fowler, Elden Dustin and your president will again act as (:0-
coordinators of the Sale and are depending on the help of willing workers. Cemmittee 
chairpersons will be announced soon. Mrs. Betty Ezarik will again recruit and direct 
the 45 professional dealers our new quarters at the school will accommodate. 
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Over one-fourth of our r ecord $4,000 plus profit fran the Sal e last year resullted from 
sales fran our own Soci ety Booth -- and this is the area where everyhmember c:an 
pl ay a part . Please ~in now to set aside items to contribute to t e Society Booth. 
These items need not e heirloom antiques and may indeed be of the tag sale, flea 
market type. but , of. course,· items earlier at least than the ' plastic era' ar-e best, 
and the more even borderli ne antiques we have the better. It is certainly tr'ue 
t hat almost anythi ng se ll s, and if every member-family contributed even one item, 
our booth wou ld be wel l on the way to success. 

Pl ease call our Ways and Means chairperson. Mrs. Bonnie Paradise (377-2332) or 
Hiram Tindall (874-1819), co-chairpersons of the Society Booth~ if you have items 
you would l 1ke to have pi cked up even now, or if you know of anyone in the cOlTlllunity 
who may be moving from a house and has desirable an t ique sa le items he or she would 
donate to us. 

FUND DRIVE Total Raised to Date 
Goal 

$10,353 
$25,500 

One hundred and seven members of the Stratford Historical Society have contributed 
$6,620, or roughly one-f i fth of our members gave that amount. The balance, $3,733 
came from the community , two grants, total i ng $1,500 and pledges. 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT GRANT OF $10,000 

Your president is pleased to announce that our appli cation for $10~000 sutmitted to 
, the Restoration · of Historic Assets i n Connecticut. Connecticut State Departmemt of 
Coomerce , has been accepted . Th is grant will be used to cO'llplete the restorat i on 
of Judson HOlJse , including an expensive paint j ob. You wil l reca ll t hat t he Ipaint 
for Judson House and the Museum wi ll be supplied, as a gift. by H. C. Lovell ,:lRd 
Company. The S10,000 will not be gi ven to the Society until certain documents 
(contracts) have been submi tted. Final approval by the State Department of Commerce 
and the Attorney General wi ll undoubtedly take many weeks . 

Even with the grant of $10,000, it does not mean the end of the Fund Drive. Our goal 
is $25,500 and must st ill be me t to pennit Museum renovation and fu t ure restoration 
proj ects. To reach our goal wi ll require the ra iSing of an addit i onal $5.147.00. 
For members who have not yet cont ributed to the Drive, please remember, if every 
manber .. de a contribut ion.-we shall s uccee(L~l so, supplemental gifts would --
be we 1 cooned . 

Do you need a tax deduction for 1979? December i s the last month for one. 

ATTENDANCE FIGURES fo r the Spri ng and Summer seasons at the Judson House and the 
Catherine Bunnell Mitche ll Museum (April, Mil,)', June, July and August) 

Adults 
Students 

1978 
565 
827 

1979 
409 
530 

The drop in adult attendance has been due to the gasoline "shortage, the unusually 
hot weather, and inflation . St udent attendance was down due to the earlier di smi ssal 
of schools in June and the expense of bus transportation. 
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Our thanks go to the -many volunteers who have given their time to conduct tOUI-S throughou1 
Judson House and the Museum. The Education Committee, with Mrs . David Olsen ilS chair­
person, not only supplied background materials, but the training of docents for the 
showing of Judson House and the Museum. The new class for docents begins in Jlanuary 
We need addft1ona~ docents for next year. 00 you know of any person or persolils . 
whom we may recru,t7 

We are also appreciative of the many hostesses who gave of their time in welcoming 
visitors and covering the entrance while guests were being guided through the Judson 
House and Museum. Mrs. Betty Appligate (377-4224 ) will wel come call s from volunteers 
for Hostesses for the 1980 season. Betty has done such a good job for ou r Society and 
she deserves our cooperation . 

While on the subject, I do want to express our appreciation to Mrs. Fred Wil COl(SOn, 
head guide, and her assistants. Dawna Hinds and Bette Briggs and Mrs . Wi l li am '40rri son. 
secretary. who has worked with the school groups. 

"FUNNY OLD PAPERS Reveal New History of Ogdens" 
Carol lovell, Chairperson of the Acquisitions Committee came across the followi ng 
article of interest to us in the Fairfield Historical Society's Newsletter undE~r 
heading of OGDEN HOUSE . 

.. Thanks to the inquisitive nature of a 12-year-old boy and the Stratford Historiical 
Society, the Ogden House has acquired an important collection of fascinating 
manuscript materi.l which once belonged to the David Ogden family. 

As he explored the basement of his parent' s new home. young Gary Feduik came upon a 
box of "funny old papers" which turned out to be a treasure trove for Ogden HOllse. 
Fi rst given by the Feduik family to the Stratford Historical Society , they hav" 
subsequently been passed on to us. 

Among the more than 20 items i n the package are contemporary copies of David Ogden's 
las t will and testament, an inventory of his estate and account of its distribultion. 
ar.d ~ 1769 map depecting the inheritance of David and his brother Jonathan including 
a miniature sketch of the house." 

See yo~ on the 16th - --
Sincerely. 

David C. Wiggin, President 
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