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NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF THE STRATFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY FRIDAY, 
KARCH 23, 1979. 8:00 P .M • • METHODIST CHURCH HALL . 

o 

Please come L-meet a n d talk with friends and enjoy another inte~-
esting program. Edwa r S. Cooke. r • • w tal a·tiout ca1:;:1"n:et.akera 
of the 18th Century . Stratford, Connecticut . Mr. Cooke, a reaidant of 
Madison. Ct • • earned h i s BA degree with a major in American hiatory at 
Yale. University in 19 77. a nd for the past two years has been a :Ka.ter' s 
candidate in the WINTERTHUR PROGRAM in Early American Culture. "Univer­
aity of Delaware. Hir a m Ti n dall. program chairman. haa aga1n pre.ented 
a sp.aker who will be just right f o r our general membership .eeting. 
Do ~ ~ bring ~ fri end! 

ANT I QUES SHOW AND SALE 

Our 18th (can you ~elieve - 18 years? It atarted a. a flea .arket 
in 1961) will be held in the fine location of Wooster Junior B1Bh School 
IY. and cafet,ria, Saturday and Sunday. April 7 and 8. AND THIS TIME IS 
RAPIDLY APPROACHING. The coordinat o rs for this event are Elden Dustin. 
Donald Powler. and David Wiggin; the director for prof ••• ion a l dealers 
will again be Mrs. Bett y Ezarik. an d committee chairmen are aa follows: 
aociety booth - Mrs. Bonnie Paradise a n d Hiram Tindall; general arrange­
ments. table set-up and take down. and dealer assistance - Kanning Harvey. 
Ch •• with co- chairmen Elliot David . Howard Smith . and Henry 7a.&n; re­
fresh.enta - Ronald Rader; baked goods - ·Krs. Henry Van Gieson; gate -
Mr . and Mrs . Velmore Spamer; publicity - Miss Margaret Jac.ruso; finan­
cial Dona-ld--Calk:ins and Peter, Dahl; h.o·t.Dgr,..p.hy- - - J·effr ... y lULl1. ••• ; 
general a.1es - Mrs . Muriel Cumpstone ; ta1ephone squad - Mr •• Willia. 
Breetz. Including our own booth. there will be . 50 dealers. 

A coupon card is enc l o s ed with your Newaletter. This one COupon 
card. presented at the doo r when you attend the Sale. ad.its all family 
Society members a t the d i scount price of $1.25 instead of $1.50 charged 
this year as re g ul a r admi ss ion . 

Do please pl an to a t tend the Sale and Show if you are able. If 
ALL Society member s attended who can . this would put us 400 to 500 dollars 
on the way to a s uc cess ful l event . We ,1Bust all wQrk. together to .ak~ 
thi •• the only p o t e nt ially bi g money making affair of the SHS. a success. 
The $2500 we budget as prof it froJl, this annual event ia ABSOLUT·BLY ESSEN-
TIAL to help meet the oper a ting expenses of the Society . . 

Many of you are already helping or will help in thi. project 8S 

cO.1Iitt .. e members . We can a ll help in one way or another. A10·D8 with 
ATTENDANCE at the Sale. there are two things nearly every ••• ber or 
Society family c.n do: 

(l) CONTRIBUTE SOMETHING TO BE SOLD AT THE SOCIETY BOOTH. It do •• 
not h.ve to be a valu.ble antique. Al.oat anythinl sella; flea .arket 
itema are "IIoat welcome . - any thing in the category of the eO •• OD tao, 
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.a.La natura 1. all rilht. Of course, the older and more intereat.iDa 
ttantique" the batter, but don't feel that your contribution muat b. in 
the f •• ily heirloom class. Random suggestions: kitchen utenails and 
equip •• nt of a1888, wood. or metal; old laundry equipment - clotbe. 
"eticka". pluDgers. washboards; cbinaware. tinware including old 
tobacco, cocoa etc. tins; furniture items (golden oak sells well); 
sheat muaic. for old popular songs. old post cards. copper items. tinted 
canniDI jars, old books but no modern ones or paperbacka, old mall_zln •• 
auch a. ~t.r.ry Disest, Adventure. old Saturday Evenins Posta, tJld 
coaie book. etc., etc •.•• just suggestions, Search yotir attica 
cloeets, and cellars. lit's spring cleaning time. If everyone in'the 
Society contributed even one item, we would be over 400 items on our 
vay toward the success of our booth. 

If you can, please bring items to the Museum on Tuesday morllings, 
10 : 00 to 2:00 or bring them to our general meeting March 23. HOliever, 
our Society Booth chairpersons, Mrs. Bonnie Paradise (377-2332) C)r 
Hira. Tindall (874-1819) will gl ad l arran e to pick up items 1f you 
will call them to mike arrangements ~ 

(2) CONTRIBUTE SOMETHING TO BE SOLD AT THE HOHE BAKED GOODS 
TABLE, (Hrs. Henry VanGieson (378-5555), Chairperson). 

~ We never fail to sell all that is contributed in this depar~:ment; 
it is a very good .oney maker and we should do all we can to rea.Lize 
ita full potential. Home bak'ed goods of all kinds, jams, jellieo, 
other pr.servea, and even small ready-for-oven caaseroles - all nre 
ne.ded . Thea. items should be brought to the Baked Goods Table by 
10:30 A.H. on the days of the aale or at other times by arrangemont 
with Mr •• Van Gie.on. 

GALA EVENT 

Circle Sunday afternoon, Hay 20, on your calendar! The Stratford 
Hi.torical Society is planning to entertain you and your luests at a 
,ala event which will take place in the social hall of Christ EpjLscopal 
Church. Watch for further announcements of this affair. 

REMEMBRANCE BOOK 

Plao. for the Remembrance Book are now finalized. Anyone cnrinl to 
aake a don.tion in any amount from $1.00 up is invited to send it: ,to the 
Str.t ord ·I Ri.Lt...o.x.!.Cc Societ.y. .0 Bo 3n , S~ __ Ct. fJ~,~ lco;D'--_ 
A •• ietant Tre.surer . Acknowledgement cards have been printed to be .ent 
to the donor. and notific.tion car ds to be sent to the designated per­
sons. All funds sre deposited by t he Treasurer and held in trust: in 
pefpetuity for the Society, with the income used only for current: ex­
p.n.... A Kemori.l Book will be in the Judson House for all to Elee .. 
this •••• on. 

COMMITTEES 

Hov .any of our members give thought to how dependent our h :tstori­
c.l .ociety i. on the energy and enthusiasm of 'our chairpersons ~Ind 
coa.itte. aeaber.? There is so much to do and so few doing it. I 
urI. everyone of our members to commit ' even a . minimum amount of time 
to ••• i.t • co •• ittee of his or her choice in one of our very val.uable 
and worthwhile projects. Talk to a committee chairperson or member 
during the refr •• haents following the meeting or make a telephonE! call. 
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LIBRARY REPORT 

As the Stratford Historical Society Library 1s now listed im the 
National Historical Publications and Records Commission Director of 
Repositories of Historical Records, The National Archives Washington, 
D.C •• and the Directory of Selected Reference Haterials on Libraries 
and Historical Societies in Fairfield County we seem to be getting 
more requests than ever on the contents of our Library. 

One inquiry was from the Resources of Amer~can Husic Histor), Pra­
j ec't. of the University' of Illin01s. They are compiling a natlonnl 
directory of American musical and social history which will en.b]~ e 
scholars to eaal1y pinpoint collections of American music of r.g~onal 
character. 

Mia. Jane Lafferty and Mrs. Pred Wilcoxson found · that we h."e 87 
muaic books dating from 1801 to 1897 and a collection of sheet music 
froa 1865 to 1910. 

Requests for information on Stratford's history continue to coae 
froa authors and students. One student rec~y wrote, IISend IRe all 
you know on Stratford history, immediately." Genealogy requests 
have greatly increased since the publicstion of I'Roots" and ita ~howinl 
on television. . 

A request for information· on the life of Augusta Huiell Seaman, 
(1879-1950) who wrote a book with Stratford as the setting in the~ 1920s, 
ca.e froll her biographer, Mr. Donald J. Summar. Mrs. John W. Ri(:bard8on, 
Mr8. Stephen Lawrence and Mrs. Velmore Spamer were very helpful :1.0 their 
recollections of her visits to Stratford but if anyone ·~lse would like to 
contribute to Mr. Summar's project, please call me (Mrs. Larson. 929-6120 
or Mrs. E. Wojtul. 375-8833) so we can give you Hr. Sumaai-'s addI:es8. 

W. aincerely appreciate the work of our member. Hra. StephellL 
Staociako. who is an authority on Rare Books. Mrs. Stancl.ko haa: com­
pleted the evaluation of the book collection in Judson HOUle and is in 
the process of looking over the books in the Library. 

A gr.atly appreciated recent addition to the library is the col­
lection containiog numerous photographs. a scrapbook, military aQd 
other papers that belonged to former Town Manager. Harry B. Plood. 
The donor is Mr. Jesse Hebbard of Stratford. 

I alao wish. to thank. the following members for their a8sis ta.nce 
in the. library work: Mr. Raymond Cable. Mrs. Donald Coulson. Mrs • . 
Robert Cumpatone. Mr. and Mrs. Elden Dustin, Mrs. Allen Panslow. Mr. 
, Mra. Donald Fowler. Mrs. Marion He rb, Mrs. Henry Hillson. Kis8 Jane 
Lafferty. Mr. Ein.ar Larson. Jfrs. Toc.1d Lo:vel1. Mr,. Ka..r-shall Nye, Hr-8. 
Pred Wilcoxson and Mrs. Esther WOjtul. 

(Mrs. Einar H. Larson) 
Acting Librarian 

The next meeting of the Conn. League of Historical Societiea will 
be held March 24. 1979 at Glastonbury, Conn. No other details arl. 
available at pre.sent but hopefully det a ils can be reported at our next 
meetina, March 23. 

TABLES AND FLOOR LAMP 

We would appreciate the donation of a sturdy card table and _ 
folding aluminum table. The workspace in the Museum 18 at a pr •• :LulIl, 
with several people attempting to use the same space simultaneoualy. 
Theae additional tables would expand our upatairs work. area considerably. 

Until we can redo our lighting system. we would a110 appreciate the 
gift of • good workable floor lamp. Any donations would be acknouledged 
and a tax deduction will be issued. also. 

"" -
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ACCESSIONS 

Aet ••• iona chairperson, Carol Lovell, lists 80a. rec.nt ac.quiai-
tiona: 

Wooden •• ndabatar: 
Wicker rul b •• ter : 
Pur Cap 
2 wooden c.ane.: 
Account book, 1772-1855 
Account book, ea. 1824: 

Donor 

!t:i 8 8 

Kiss 
Harriet Blake •• n 
Helen Foland 

, Hr. Har8h.~1 Ny. 
(Nehemiah 6 Freeman Curti.) 

Hr. & Hrs. Carl B. Robbin. 
Photo. , acra·pbooks belonging 

to aarry B. Plood: 
Library ite.s: 
MorniDa IOVD, ca. 1890 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Jesse Hebbard 
Ernest Wilcox 

GI ••• Candlesticka ca 1830: Miss Marjorie B. Moraan 
Book: Ixploring !.b.!. Houeaton c River ill Valley; A.S. 'i."."r:.Q:::.:i • .,..· .... cc,., pub. 
~.!!! Lattar. ~ £al1y C •. Judson, by A.C. Kendrick, 1861 
The C •• pailu in au •• ia, 1812. by Sir Rohert Kerr Porter. 1814: 

His. Katharine Judson 
ranDY Piareon Crane. !£!. Rec.eolpts-1796: Junior League of Gr •• ter Bpt. 

WEAVING CR.OUP 

Tha .a.viDa group. having coapleted it. rua aakina project, installed 
this fall ana. varp OD the Society's 1806 State-of-Maine looa in Mr. 
loothts rooa and coapleted the veaviDg of a crib blanket .- larae anoulb to 
fit tbe trundla bed. The veft of this blanket is entirely of wo(,l 
cardad and band apun by Mrs. Carol Lovell and left in natural collor; a 
.trip. dacoration va. 1IIade from wool of a black aheep. A. a furt:her 
atep in tiniabiul this blanket. the weavers have practiced on it tbe 
anciaat art of fulling, a wa.hing and kneading pro e ••• to live tbe 
blanket a proper texture . 

Currently. the veavers are at work on table .at. alao .ad. 1:ro. 
fr01ll boae .pun wool. These will be 801d in the Judson Bou •• 11ft: .hop, 
and the proc.ed. viII be u •• d for buying material. for the next I,roject, 
whicb viII involve four harness pattern weaving. 

Tha participants in this year'. weaving project are: Mr •• l.ouiae 
Bra dt, Mr •• Dori.l- Ca 80n Mr • • R 8~nd ultin ... Mr r.ai ia Cl:ory, 
IIrs . Oall McCa r thy. and Mrs. Ella McCullou gh. Nev veavera ar. villco ••• 
The Broup .e.ts on Tuesday 80rning8, 9:30 to 11:30. 

JUDSON ROUSE AND MUSEUM 

Will be op.n for the season through October on Sunday, April. 1, 
and vi,ll b. open thereafter on Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday, 1.1:00 
A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Mrs. Jean Wilcoxson will again be head guida .a.iated 
by Mi.s Da.na Hines. a.siatant guide. 

• • • • • • 
I a. looking forward to .eeing you at the General Me.ber.bip .eet­

ing on Xerch 23rd and a1.0 at the Antiques Show snd Sal., April 7 and 8. 

David C. Wiggin, President 
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STRATFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY ROSTBSS COKKITT •• 

Volunt.ara are •• ked to coaplet e and •• 11 the follovlul tear-otf 
Dotica. 

2nd Request 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I .lab to .erve a •• Hostess-Hoat at the door of Jud80n Bou •• on: 

April 1 throuab October - Hour. 11:00 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. 

Slgned 

Addre •• 

Talephone Ku.ber 

Clodl, •• 11 tOI Hr •• Iu ••• l C. Applesete, Jr. 
6080 North Maln Street 
Stratford. CODD. 06497 

or call (l •• nln, only) 377-4224 

Volunteer aoura are U •• ful, aappy Boura, 

Blizabath P . Applegate, Chair.an 
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