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Next Meeting. Friday. March ZZ, 1963 
Christ Church Hall 

David Wooster, Stratford ~ ~ of the Revolution. Mr. Knapp has again put 
together a most interesting program; a color illustrated talk on the life and times of 
David Wooster. Our speaker will be Mr. James Case. Grand Historian of the Grand 
Lodge of Connecticut. and former President, and now 'Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Chaplain Ebenezer Baldwin Branch, Connecticut Society of the Sons of the American 
Revolution. I'm sure we will all find Mr . Case a very interesting authority on his subject • 

. Because of the growth of our Society membership and the increased attendance l~t 
our meetings. we plan to use the larger hall at the Church for this meeting, so don't sitay 
home because of ·a past crowded situation. We now wjll have room to comfortably .IIellit 
everyone. 

Mrs. Lovell and her .hard-working acquisitions comimittee will have something 
interesting to tell us about. 

This is one meeting none of us should miss. 
JUDSON HOUSE 

Mr. Fowler and his restoration committee have things well under control and 
will have an interesting report on the progress of the parlor restoration. 

A fortunate turn in the restoration program was realized when Mr. John Cowpelrth­
waite, Architect and DeSigner, donated his services for the design research and the n~aking 
of a detail drawing for the pilasters and bolection mouldings' for the panel walls. Dr. 
Cummings has seen and approved the drawings and the sections are now being made e,t 

. But'ritt'. mill. 

LONG RANGE STUDY COMMITTEE 

At the last meeting of the Executive Board it was decided to establish a Long 
Range· Study Committee to study and determine the future needs and expansion of the 
Society. Mrs. Bunnell has agreed to head this committee. They will work to present 
a long range plan with goals toward an orderly growth program. I'm sure thei~ futur,e 
findings and reports will be helpful. 

PlANO 
The wonderful publicity we have had on our piano and the letter writing by our 

AcquiSitions Committee members is starting to bear fruit. I am sure, by our May 
meeting, they will have good news to report. 

HALL RUG WEAVING 

Did you see the picture in the Sunday Post of our ladies and their sewing bee? . 
One call for help and our ladies responded with wonderful cooperation. They have be,on 
meeting each Friday at the museum, cutting and sewing. Now they have gone a step 
further and set up a loom and are going, also, to do the weav~g at the muse~. If yo,u 
can't come and help with the .sewing and cutting, it might be interesting to watch the 
weaving! . 

MEMBERSHIP 

Our membership is growing .• atlast report we had Z75 members, most of them 
active. Are you active? If not. do you want to be? The more active members we ha.·ve, 
the more new projects we can plan and complete. If you can and want to take a greate:r 
part, let your officers or committee chairmen know and we will put you to work. 
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HOSTESSES 

Ladies, can you give some time this summer a s a hostess? Mrs. Oakman 
will soon be organizing her host ess groups for the Spring and Summer. If you would 
like to take part guiding visitor s and tourists through Judson House and the Museum, 
call Mrs. Oakman, ED 7-lZ9Z . 

CURATOR 

Mr. Booth still 'reports a growing number of visitors especially among the 
younger people. By the end of the month, he should have a handsomely restored 
parlor to show along with the rest of our historic hous,e. 

CONNECTICUT LEAGUE 

The next meeting of the Connecticut League of Hi.storical Societies will be held 
on March 30 at the Fairfield Historical Socie ty. As a member of our Society, you are 
also a member of the State League and you a re invited to attend this meeting. Mrs. 
Nettleton will have information on the meeting agenda at our next meeting. 

* * * WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE SPECIAL * * * 
Mrs. Miller, our Ways and Means Committee Chairman, has tentatively 

arranged for our lecture speaker, a man of national importance and one of the most 
prominent curators in our country~ Our problem will be whether Bunnell High School 
auditorium is large enough to hold all the people who will want to hear him~ Mrs. 
Miller will tell us all about it at our meeting. 

P. s. 

Stanley E. Johnson 
President 
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Exeoutive Board Keeting at 7:30 b.tore regular meetins 
on Maroh 22n4 



I .. PLAN FOR TOUR OF JUDSON HOOSE. 

• 

Msmber. and gue.ts register and reoeive broohure (ir weather i. rair. table 
will be ,outside, 1r rainy it will be in dining room). 

(1) Greeted in hnll and escorted to reoei ving line in living room. cent~ra at 
interest explained by those al8igned to thi s room. 

(2) 

0) 

(4) 

, ' 

Kitohen 1a next on the tour. 
," 

Pantry - ohina, silver. glasl. eto. 

Dining Room. 

(5) Up, the front stairs to -

(6) Mi •• Celia Curtisl bedroom. 

(7) Aoross the hnll to Hawley bedroom. 

( 8) Gun Room. 

(9) Library. 

(10) Up to the attio - mBDf treasure •• 

. . 

(11) Down the Book stairs and out the kitohen door to gC!l"den. 

(12) Slave kitohen (refreshmenta served, E~rly Amerioan oooking uten.ils on 
display. 

II. HOUSE PARTY M324DERS to wear old fashioned oostUllle (any P! :iod). Please be in 
- your -plaoe.- at - 7,45 p..l4. ' on May 25th. 

III. GENERAL FACTS. 
l~ Judson house was built in 1123 by Capt. David Judson, (fourth of his line in ' 

America). It is built on the original "Homelot" ' of William Judson and his 
children as shown by the earliest Stratrord reoords. (oldest preserved 
record dotes from 1650). 

2. First struoture was a stone houee (first stone house in Strntford) built on 
this site by Wm. Judson and his son Joseph. 1'/ln. Judoon came to this oountry 
in 1634, settled for 4 years in Conoord, Moss •• then c~ to Stratford with 
his wife Grace and three ohildren. He 1at~D moved on to New Haven where he 
remarried. This "Stone house" was a fortiried house, designated as a shelter 
for women and children in onse of need. It is on the lower .lope of what was 
known as "11ntch House Hil 1", Inter "!.!()eting House Hill", and currently 
"Academy Hill". Portions of the roundations, and stones for the chimney in 
tho present structure are undoubtedly rram the original stRne house. This 
Capt. David Judson House is an excellent example or 'Early Amerioan Form 
House Architeoture. He did hie own planning and nohieved IUl nrohitecural gelllo 

3. This house was oontinuously oocupied by desoendants of,D~vid Judson until 
"Abner"(lnst of the line) died in 1861. His wife M~rin had lire use of the 
house until her death in 1881. Then the house pc-.s sed into hands of his 
si.~er. and nephew •• W~. sold to ~itchell" who held it for one year and 
then sold it to John D. Wbeeler,Whoseattempted oh~nge8 were eradicated by 
the Trustees of Celin Curtis. ' 

, . 
4. After nine years of "Wheeler" ownership, the house was ' bought in 1890 by 

Miase. Celia aDd Cornelia Curtis, and thus restored to Judson linenge, they 
being descendents of Capt. Dnvid and mebe .Stiles Judson, whose daughter 
married Stephen Curtis. " . ' 
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