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"By JOHN''W: SOBER

It's said that when the first set-
tlers came to Stratford in 1639 in-
stead of building log cabins they con-
structed hillside dugouts to weather
the first winter,

iLater, one of ‘that hardy band of
“Seventeen families ‘containing sixty-
“five souls”, used part of the wall of a
dugout for the foundation of a more
permanent home, '

The man was William Judson and
his house has not survived, but it's
generally believed that his great-grand-
son, Captain David Judson, used that
original 1639, mud and stone wall, for
a house he built in 1723.

Today, the Stratford Historical so-
ciety begins celcbration of the 250th
anniversary of that structure, known
as “Judson House”, as it opens the
doors of the house for the 1973 season.

Currently, Judson House is the on-
ly house of the. 1700s period in the
Bridgeport area open to the public as
a museum on a regular basis.

Beginning today, Judson House
will open on Wednesday, Saturday
and Sunday from 11 am. to 5 p.m. un-

til Nov. 1. - . A 4 ¥ i
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Sunday Past photos—Fred Schulze In addition to the fact that the ‘YE LOWER KITCHEN' — Despite the quai this kitchen on the
HISTORIC SITE — The present appearance of the former Judson House on foundation of the house dates to the ower level of Judson House was probably used to house the Judson family
Academy Hill street, Stratford, probably very closely approximates the way it looked slaves. Stratford Historical society president, Elden Dustin, right, discusses - de-
= (Continued ‘on Page E-Five) tails of restoration with member Marshall Nye.

when constructed in 1723. s

Stratford’s Judson House Opens
Today for Its 250th Anniversary |

PREPARATION — 'Hist society members Mrs, Frank Scott, left, and Mrs.
Stanley Sellick are pistured working on new curtains in the dining room of the
. Judson House.

GAY NINETIES — Historic Judson House as it looked in the 1890s. The Victorian era added the twin porches, drastically
changing the appearance of the house. They were removed in 1926.

ASTOR PIANO—Garo Ray, restorer of the rare Astor

UPPER KITCHEN — Historical society members Mr. and Mrs. iatio| at Tudson Hlouse, fests the action as ' FRONT DOOR —Unique Judson House portico is featured on the cover
Donald W. Fowler confer in the upper kitchen. The room - sl =t o o o e 1ol of J. Frederick Kelly's book, “Early Domestic Architecture of
contains a number of valued artifacts dating from : London in the last years of the - Connecticut.” Broken pediment design (above door), and glass set in
colonial days. 1700s, the! piano was once owned by United States ’ the door, were unknown in this arca at the time of construction

{ Constitution signer and ‘Stratford resident 5 of the house and may have set the pattern for later colonial .

3 architecture in Connecticut, -

William Samuel Johnson.
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oLy 'member of the historical society Historical society (although ized by careful preservation of pendale wing chair while the
(Continued from Page E-Three) has remarked, “just good, solid there was no histogca(l sociegty the oriéinal widg board flooring gortheast chfmber, or ‘‘Hawley
very year of Stratford’s settle- CitiZens™. i € T
ment, Judson House is valued be- Captain Judson, builder of the “permanent repository”. den for years behind the false furniture from the Lt. Governor
cause of a number of unique house, was, however, a n'?n of . Celia Curtjs outlived her sister Walls and floors added in th e Hawley mansion in Stamford.
architectural features, and its some local prominence Serving and, on-January 20, 1925, deeded 1800s. " In the “parlor chamber” (i.e.,
fine state of preservation. as auditor of the Connécticut gver the property, subject to - Slave Quarters second-floor bedroom located di-
“The fact that so much is colony records and as %Pﬂty use in her lifetime to three trust- One feature of the house most rectly over the first-floor parlor)
original”, is the way Donald W. of the General Assembly. _ees, providing, additionally, that unusual in northern colonial is @ pink Staffordshire “wash
Fowler of the historical society ' When he built his house in sufficient funds could be raised homes is what is referred to bowl and pitcher formerly used
describes the worth of the house. 1723 it stood at about the center for adequate maintenance of the quaintly as ‘‘Ye lower kitchen”, in Stratford’s Marshall tavern,
The  Connecticut  Historical of town on a hill called #Watch property and that an historical or more accurately, the s1a v e and said to have been used by
?92:23; xguthze?ogzgeb thle\& :lgnl;' House Hilll”, later “Meeting society be founded. quarters. & {Jhahyettg ; Wilfe“ # he 18% 43' ssed
ican: _ use on M i kno L : 3 ; ; i : rou ratford in ¢
‘when it holds its annual megting Ex‘ésé?ie}éi; Hﬁ?"j' g%‘ga'j % :qfia:t, ' Society Founded in 1925 This room, with its massive gh

Most unusual in the"cohstfgctioln rﬂ:S:;DHH? rfe I:trlggg tﬂe= :tg(:i: bership was made by the trust- Served today and a number of note, many other piece of furni-

of the house is the “broken pedi- ghout 100 feet east of M ain CcS and in September, 1925, the fety and HouseholiSgmplesenty ﬁf:fé ggglc:écge ?I{O?r;utlh:u:iﬂ'?; :;;1;
- ment” design over the front door gtreet, Ly Stratford Historical society was are on display. : of Stratford are present at Jud-
' and the original ubuu-s_eyeu glass ; 'I'he o .continued{ 'fol(:lally founded with 134 mem- It is known that}j! during co- son House.

set in the door itself. iy i the pers, lonial days the Judson's did keep

Inspiration Judsons and through Ii Although the basic structure of slaves as they are {isted in the

T Bl i L ¥ S e :n_Wheelor in Judson House is essentially un- Wills of several Judson family

was practically I:xenknown in.thgi's il:géi bl dis - "“changed since its construction jn members along with their value
part of the country in the 1720s ‘Cosmetic’ Cha ks 4

and, in fact, may have been Duri i th

the inspiration for later broken , -UriNg the tnree yee

Many items for which there

1723, 19th century photos show in English pounds. -

rs that ly altered by the addition of a furnishings of Judson House are pelong to the Stratford Histori-

i i , i»he owned ‘the house, Mr. 1 i st : i
pediment porticoes elsewhere in s two-level porch. of as much interest as the house ¢a] society.
Connecticut. s Wgeeler madp several “‘cosmet- oo “Victorian intrusion”, as itself. One highly valued piece of A):l ditional : d
The placement of the glass ¢ changes includingda yin g 4. ypistorical society calls it, furniture with ' particularly itianal Lan

windows in the door itself wag NeW flooring over the original oo o0y along with several distinguished background is the The land on which Judson

also an oddity as normally the f100T and wainscotingover the ;o " (o o S ot ior and “Quadrangular,”” “Astor or Pia- House stands was expanded last
glass windows were present above original paneling. 4

! i .o interior additions in 1926, and n9.” year when the former Sammis
thg door. o toggglr ssgz.;;:tx; tl‘::ass t;‘::?mm :0 today’s Judson House probably Manufactured in London, En- %?&irtgﬁ tggJ:::ftw;g wﬂ}g{:";‘;
o extraordinary is Judson : verg closely approximates its gland, by the Astor Piano com- y  "Cioiere 5 T
A [ 1 y _A8th . century appearance. pany close to 200 years ago, the sl
on the cover of J. Frederick provements, for el sco{ii:;oro Surprisingly, when the piano is one of only two of this Determined to be beyond eco-

Kelly’'s book, “Early Domestic ing the floor and wail . : : nomic repair, the former Sam-
Architecuture of 'Cog;zecticut." expose the original Wwood they por::hes were adsied in the 19th type known to beéglr: existence. e g é? e TR U
Although there obviously have found it well protected and pre- cf:.en urg, the pediment over the W. S. Johnsgn s Piano leaving a large open lawn area

- ront door was moved by the propaply mox? significantly, extending aw ay from Judson

been some modifications i served, i

house, the fundational rslfrﬁrétgg The 1891 the house was pur- carpenter to the second-floor {he Astor piano once belonged to House on the east.

is virtually the. same as when chased trOm Mr. eeler by pol'(:.h level. William Samue .Tohnson, a In a “Statement of Signifi-

it was built in 1723 and e v e n maiden sisters, Celia and Cor- With the removal of the Stratford resident and signer of cance” prepared recently by the
‘ ' yalue of the moved back to its original posi- In later yearsiit passed out of son House was deemed to be im-

shingles, now 250 years old, are Recognizing the w : ; ! ;

still on the building, " old home, the sister§ agreed that tion and is again a part of the the hands of the Johnson family portant ‘because it shows how

. ‘Solid Citizens’ each should make the other the architecturally unusual-and ful- and was on display at Mount one family lived 250 years ago

The Judson family itself, that beneficiary of her will with the Iy original-front portico of the Vernon for some 50 years until in Strafford ... The house and

occupied Judson House for most understanding that' the surviv- house. gl returned to Stratford in the its furnishings show how diffi-

of its existence, were not people ing sister would deed the house Generally speaking, the inter- 1920s. k| i cult life was and how self-reli-
e Stratford jor of the house is character- Also in the parlor is a Chip- ant these people were.”
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in Stratford at the time) as a and paneling-in some cases hid- Room,” features a collection of

" A public invitation for mem- Stone fireplace, is also well pre- In addition to these items of .

isn’t room in the house itself are
stored or on display in the mu-
: seum. At present, the Accessions |

: : g, committee of the society is cata-
the front of the house drastical- Some of the interior |oeing about 20,000 @rtifacts that



