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Introduction and Membership
The Library Users of America (LUA) is a national special-interest affiliate of the American Council of the Blind. LUA advocates for accessible library services for people who are blind or low vision, encourages the increased use of public libraries by people with vision loss, and addresses issues related to the National Library Service (NLS) program.
Membership in LUA is open to individuals who are blind, who have low vision, or who are sighted. Annual and life memberships are available. 
You may join LUA in one of three ways: (1) visit our website at https://acblibraryusers.org/join and complete our convenient online membership form; (2) call (502) 897-1472 to join by phone using your credit or debit card; or (3) make check payable to LUA and mail, along with your complete contact information, to:


Library Users of America
148 Vernon Avenue
Louisville, KY 40206
LUA has chapters in California, Kentucky, and Texas. If you live in or have ties to one of these states, we strongly urge you to join LUA through your chapter. Contact California at (909) 675-7415, Kentucky at (502) 897-1472, or Texas at (281) 438-9665. Please note that chapters may have additional membership fees.

Submit an Article
Submissions of articles are welcome. You might wish to write about a favorite book or author, a service provided by your local or state library, tips for using your favorite reading device, or any other library-related topic. Submit articles for publication in the Fall Ledger by September 15, 2026. Email articles to lualedger1@gmail.com.
Update Your Contact Information
Have you recently moved, changed your phone number or email? Would you like to change your "LUA Ledger" format? Please contact us by phone at (502) 897-1472 or email us at libraryusersofamerica@gmail.com.
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President's Message
Rediscovering the Joy of Children's Books 
by Carla Ruschival
Years ago, while taking a children's literature class in college, I had one of the most enjoyable reading experiences of my life. The assignment was simple: read 125 children's books distributed across ten categories specified by the professor. What made it special for me was that many of those books were available in braille and/or as talking books, and I could explore them on my own terms without the need for a reader.
During spring break, I spent several quiet days in the library at the Kentucky School for the Blind. Instead of rushing through assignments, I had the rare luxury of time—time to browse, time to discover, and time to simply enjoy reading.
One of my favorite parts of the experience was using the school's braille card catalog. Running my fingers across those braille cards felt like opening the door to a treasure hunt. Each card pointed to another book waiting on the shelves. I could look up authors, subjects, or titles and then head into the stacks to find them myself. I could also browse the shelves, discovering more surprises. There was something deeply satisfying about locating the books independently and pulling the braille volumes or boxes of records off the shelf.
The books themselves were as varied as children's literature can be—classics, newer stories, adventures, and gentle tales meant to spark imagination. Some were funny, some thoughtful, and some brought back memories of stories I had heard as a child. Reading them in braille or listening to the professional narrators who read for the American Printing House for the Blind gave me the full experience of the language, the rhythm of the words, and the creativity of the authors.
Thinking back on that week in the library reminds me how important accessible reading materials are. Because those books were available in braille and in audio format, I was able not only to complete my coursework but also to experience the simple pleasure of browsing and choosing what to read—something many readers take for granted.
Libraries open worlds for all readers, and accessible formats make sure those worlds include people who are blind or have low vision. My spring break among the shelves at the Kentucky School for the Blind is still one of my fondest reading memories. It was a time of discovery, independence, and pure enjoyment—exactly what reading should be.

From the Editor
by Don Horn
For most people, the third Wednesday of every other month is just like any other day. But for LUA members, it offers an exciting opportunity to add to their ever-expanding “to be read” lists by attending Library without Walls (LWW).
Each meeting focuses on a particular topic, such as Native American fiction, true crime, or books by people who are famous for doing something other than writing. Members can recommend a book that fits the topic to the rest of the group. Following the meeting, scribe extraordinaire Jane Carona compiles a list of the books, along with relevant information about where to locate them in accessible formats. That list is sent to the lua-members email list and is later posted on the LUA website.

These booklists are quite popular, but many LUA members haven't been able to benefit from them because they either don't have a computer or aren't all that comfortable using one. The LUA leadership wants to be sure that all members have the opportunity to take advantage of the valuable resources that come with joining the organization. For that reason, at a recent board meeting, President Carla Ruschival presented the idea of including the LWW book lists in the Ledger. The Board decided to include three recent LWW lists in this issue of "The LUA Ledger".
We really need your feedback about this. Please let us know what you think of this idea. Do you find the book lists useful? Would you like them to be included in each Ledger issue? LUA is a member-run organization, and this is a great opportunity to let your voice be heard. Send feedback to me at lualedger1@gmail.com. I look forward to hearing from you.

Library Without Walls Book Lists 
(Note: Information in each entry below is presented in this order: author, book title, DB and other identification numbers, reading time, narrator.)
True Crime - July, 2025
· Moose, Charles A. with Charles Fleming - Three Weeks in October: the Manhunt for the Serial Sniper; db57190; 12:30; Gregory Gorton
· Horwitz, Sari with Michael E. Ruane - Sniper: Inside the Hunt for the Killers who Terrorized the Nation; db57252; 9:00; Butch Hoover
· Brown, Larry K. - Petticoat Prisoners of Old Wyoming; dbc2852 5:45; Karen Squires
· Mitchell, Loyd L. - The Taming of Ozark Rednecks; dbc31035; 1:56; Dennis Donley
· Smith, David -  Beyond All Reason: My Life with Susan Smith; db41272; 5:37; Gregory Gorton
· Alexander, Kent B. and Kevin Salwen - The Suspect: an Olympic Bombing, the FBI, the Media, and Richard Jewell, the Man Caught in the Middle; db121973; 14:16; Paul Michael
· Rae-Venter, Barbara - I Know Who You Are: How an Amateur DNA Sleuth Unmasked the Golden State Killer and Changed Crime Fighting Forever; db112529; 8:28; Barbara Rae-Venter
· Larson, Erik - The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair that Changed America; db55748; 13:25; Bruce Huntey
· Larson, Erik - Thunderstruck; db63094; 11:57; Bob Balaban; br16972; 4 volumes
· Butler, Daniel R. - America's Dumbest Criminals: Based on True Stories from Law Enforcement Officials across the Country; db41793; 3:00; Christopher Hurt
· Capote, Truman - In Cold Blood: a True Account of a Multiple Murder and its Consequences; db22726; 11:54; Ray Hagen; brc01440 5 volumes
· Grisham, John - The Innocent Man: Murder and Injustice in a Small Town; br16945; 3 volumes; db63332; 12:28; Craig Wasson
· Grisham, John and Jim McCloskey - Framed: Astonishing True Stories of Wrongful Convictions; db124686; 13:58; John Grisham & Jim McCloskey and Michael Beck
· Guinn, Jeff - Go Down Together: the True, Untold Story of Bonnie and Clyde; db69767; 18:47; John Polk
· Vollers, Maryanne - Ghosts of Mississippi: the Murder of Medgar Evers, the Trials of Byron de la Beckwith, and the Haunting of the New South; db54911; 15:01; Mary Kane
· Klausner, Lawrence - Son of Sam: Based on the Authorized Transcription of the Tapes, Official Documents and Diaries of David Berkowitz; db16827; 12:57; Pat Hurley
· Monroe, Rachel - Savage Appetites: Four True Stories of Women, Crime, and Obsession; db97742; 8:29; Jayme Mattler
· Franke, Shari - The House of my Mother: a Daughter's Quest for Freedom; db126942; 7:13; Shari Franke
· Geis, Gilbert - Crimes of the Century: From Leopold and Loeb to O.J. Simpson; db48924; 10:08; Bill Wallace
· Lewis, Anthony - Gideon's Trumpet; db16431; 8:34; Art Metzler
· Olsen, Jack - Son: A Psychopath and his Victims; db20149; 19:23; Roy Avers; bookshare
· Fisher, Robin Gaby - After the Fire: a True Story of Friendship and Survival; db68376; 6:27; Alec Volz
· Larson, Edward J. - Summer for the Gods: the Scopes Trial and America's Continuing Debate Over Science and Religion; db45497; 11:09; John Rayburn
· Jarrett, Gregg & Don Yaeger - The Trial of the Century; db122875; 10:25; Gregg Jarrett
· Wineapple, Brenda - Keeping the Faith: God, Democracy, and the Trial that Riveted a Nation; db123384; 12:53; Gabra Zackman
Books by People Famous 
for Something Else
September, 2025
· Sainte-Marie, Buffy - Still This Love Goes On; db110922; 0:10; Debra Desmone
· Carter, Jimmy - The Hornet's Nest: a Novel of the Revolutionary War; db57352; 22:11; Erik Sandvold
· Hackman, Gene - Payback at Morning Peak: a Novel of the American West; dbc03215; 10:23; Norm Jones
· Clinton, Bill & James Patterson - The First Gentleman: a Thriller; db130125; 11:03; Will Collyer, Saskia Maarleveld, James Fouhey & Aja Naomi King
· Kelly, Mary Louise - Anonymous Sources; db83726; 10:04; Catherine Byers
· Baker, Dusty - Kiss the Sky: My Weekend in Monterey at the Greatest Rock Concert Ever; dbc16724; 3:17; Caro Marks
· Buckley, William f., jr. - Saving the Queen: Blackford Oakes, book 1; db10065; 9:09; William F. Buckley, Jr.
· Martin, Steve - Shopgirl; db51049; 3:43; Steven Carpenter; br12849; 1 volume
· Kennedy, John F. - Profiles in Courage; br15716; 2 volumes; db58855; 8:17; Don Hagen
· Grey, Zane - Riders of the Purple Sage; db17362; 11:36; Helen Harrelson; db49208; 11:15; Chuck Benson; br12559; 3 volumes
· Grey, Zane - Betty Zane; br12123; 3 volumes; db48134; 9:26; Kristin Allison
North, Oliver - The Peter Newman Series:
· 01 Mission Compromised: a Novel; db93172; 23:23; Joe Wilson
· 02 The Jericho Sanction; db93539; 20:37; Joe Wilson
· 03 The Assassins; db93540; 21:17; Joe Wilson
· 04 Heroes Proved; db94054; 16:53; Joe Wilson
· Abdul-Jabbar, Kareem - Black Profiles in Courage: a Legacy of African American Achievement; db44030; 8:25; Bob Moore
· Abdul-Jabbar, Kareem - Mycroft Holmes: a Novel; dbc02762; 9:23; John Holden
· Poitier, Sidney - Montaro Caine; Bookshare
· Harris, Neil Patrick - The Magic Misfits; Magic Misfits, book 1; db90217; 4:14; Neil Patrick Harris
· Roosevelt, Theodore - Through the Brazilian Wilderness; db53848; 11:17; Roy Avers
· Roosevelt, Theodore - The Rough Riders; dbc24974; 5:46; Stephen Harrigan
· Clinton, Hillary Rodham & Louise Penney - State of Terror: a Novel; brg04540; 1 volume; db105509; 15:44; Joan Allen
· Truman, Margaret - Murder at Ford's Theatre: a Capital Crimes Novel; db55277; 10:50; David Hartley-Margolin
Native American Books, November 2025
· Alexie, Sherman - Indian Killer; db44550; 10:31; Roy Avers
· Welch, James - Winter in the Blood; db13365; 4:37; John Stratton
· Marshall, Joseph - Sing for the Red Dress; db129050; 11:42; Mark Ashby
· Sandoz, Mari - Crazy Horse: the Strange Man of the Oglalas, a Biography; db14430; 15:52; William Wright; br16640; 4 volumes;
· Freedman, Russell - Indian Chiefs; db27274; 3:10; Jake Williams
· Erdrich, Louise - The Night Watchman; db98896; 13:34; Louise Erdrich
· Craven, Margaret - I Heard the Owl Call My Name; db37368; 3:55; Ed Blake; br09406; 1 volume
· Grann, David - Killers of the Flower Moon: the Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI; db87767; 9:06; Ann Marie Lee, Danny Campbell & Will Patton; brg04247; 1 volume
· Hunter, Faith - Jane Yellowrock Series, 15 books: Books 1-4 Skin Walker - Blood Cross - Mercy Blade - Raven Cursed; db84589; 57:35; Erin Jones
· Sweet, Denise - Palominos Near Tuba City: New and Selected Poems; dbc15483; 1:00; Andrew Jambura
· Harjo, Joy - An American Sunrise: Poems; db101306; 1:43; Joy Harjo; br22723; 1 volume
· Kimmerer, Robin Wall - Braiding Sweet Grass; ---; ---; not on Bookshare or BARD but on Kindle
· Black Elk - Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story of a Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux; db22552; 6:46; Christopher Hurt
· Jackson, Joe - Black Elk: the Life of an American Visionary; db87658; 25:23; John Haag
· Treuer, Anton - Everything You Wanted to Know About Indians But Were Afraid to Ask; db88667; 6:19; Jeff Allin
· Dunbar-Ortiz, Roxanne - An Indigenous People's History of the United States; db82383; 11:22; Mary Kane
· Deloria, Vine - Custer Died for Your Sins: an Indian Manifesto; db41766; 9:20; Jamie Horton
· Cornelissen, Cornelia - Soft Rain: a Story of the Cherokee Trail of Tears; db48112; 2:11; Kristin Allison
· Durrant, Lynda - The Beaded Moccasins: the Story of Mary Campbell; db46666; 4:53; Suzanne Toren
· Talty, Morgan - Night of the Living Rez; db115419; 7:10; Darrell Dennis
· Orange, Tommy - There There: a Novel; db91321; 8:02; Kyla Garcia, Shaun Taylor-Corbett, Alma Cuervo & Darrell Dennis
· Boulley, Angeline - Firekeeper's Daughter; db102762; 14:16; Isabella Star Lablanc; br24040; 6 volumes
· Dunlop, Bill - The Indians of Hungry Hollow; dbc03361; 7:39; Michael P. Donovan
· Warren, William W. - The History of the Ojibwe People; ---; ---; not on BARD or Bookshare but on Kindle
· Gwynne, Samuel C. - Empire of the Summer Moon: Quanah Parker and the Rise and Fall of the Comanches, the Most Powerful Indian Tribe in American History; db71705; 17:20; Butch Hoover
· Roanhorse, Rebecca - Sixth World Series:
· 01 Trail of Lightning: the Sixth World, book 1; db92041; 11:51; Carol Jacobanis and
· 02 Storm of Locusts; db95023; 9:08; Tanis Parenteau
· Hillerman, Tony - The Blessing Way, Leaphorn-Chee Series, book 1; db49586; 6:24; Bob Askey
· Casey, Jack - Lily of the Mohawks; db22440; 12:56; Madelyn Buzzard



A LUA Link Evening with a Librarian
by Linda Adams
Library Users of America was pleased to have Shelley Roosien as our guest on LUA Link in February 2026. Ms. Roosien is the Accessibility and Inclusion Specialist at the Kent District Library Talking Book and Braille Center (KDL) in Comstock Park, Michigan, which NLS selected as the 2025 Subregional Library/Advisory and Outreach Center of the Year.
In addition to supporting the NLS BARD program, the staff engaged in several outreach events at vendor fairs, schools, and senior living facilities throughout 2025. Ms. Roosien described how the first annual KDL Disability Expo this past October provided patrons with the opportunity to acquire information and assistance from a variety of support services in one location.
Additional funding from generous local donors added to the library's budget, which allowed them to expand their inventory for the "Beyond the Books" program. Through this program, library patrons can check out Meta Glasses for three weeks and return them as one would a library book. Families can borrow LEGO Braille Bricks kits; Ms. Roosien explained how these bricks can be used to introduce children to braille at an early age. Children can build an object and include bricks that spell their name.
Ms. Roosien was especially excited to describe KDL’s "What's Next" database. If you just finished a terrific book and want to see if it is part of a series, or if you need the next title in a series, the database will provide that information. The website is www.kdl.org. Jane Carona, LUA's official transcriber for our bimonthly Library Without Walls program, personally vouches for the value of this research source. Check it out.
A caller asked about the availability of the BrailleDoodle. Like an Etch A Sketch, the BrailleDoodle is a refreshable two-sided tablet for teaching braille and creating tactile graphics. Ms. Roosien has added the BrailleDoodle to her list as a future addition to the "Beyond the Books" inventory.
Lastly, Ms. Roosien encouraged us to check both our NLS-supported library and our county public libraries for resources beyond audiobooks, as many have begun carrying accessible items for blind or low-vision patrons.
Much appreciation goes out to Ms. Roosien for joining LUA Link and sharing helpful information with those who attended.



LUA 2026 Convention Plans 
by Natalie Couch
The 65th annual Conference and Convention of the American Council of the Blind is fast approaching. The virtual week, with ACB business and special-interest programming on Zoom and ACB Media, is July 13 through July 18. The hybrid week, with in-person and virtual events originating from St. Louis, is from July 24 through July 31.
LUA's dynamic sessions at this year's convention are designed to inform, inspire, and connect attendees. From exploring accessible reading tools to engaging in meaningful discussions about intellectual freedom, these programs highlight the vital role libraries and access services play in our community. Be sure to add these sessions to your schedule and sign up early to take full advantage of everything the convention has to offer. 
LUA has for many years contributed a sponsorship to make it possible for a Talking Book narrator to attend the convention and address an ACB general session. Later that same day the narrator participates in an "up close and personal" LUA session. Look for the narrator session, as well as opportunities to learn more about the status of NLS services, in the schedule below.
Thursday, July 16, 2:30 PM: LUA Presents Unlocking Independence in Reading with Bookshare
Bookshare can transform the way individuals with print disabilities access and enjoy reading. Learn how to navigate the platform, download books in multiple accessible formats, and use popular reading tools to create a personalized reading experience. Gain practical skills to confidently search, access, and read materials across devices. Whether you’re an educator, service provider, or reader, this session will equip you with the knowledge and tools to expand access, promote independence, and unlock a world of reading possibilities.

Thursday, July 16 4:00 pm LUA Presents Voices and Access and Freedom through a Conversation on Book Banning
This is a thought-provoking exploration of book banning, examining its definition, history, and growing impact on access to information. Learn from meaningful discussions that challenge us to consider who decides what content is appropriate and how those decisions shape education, libraries, and society. The presentation also brings critical attention to equity, highlighting how restrictions disproportionately affect blind and low vision readers and others who already face barriers to access. Gain a deeper understanding of intellectual freedom and practical ways to advocate for inclusive, accessible, and diverse collections.
Friday, July 17 4:00 pm LUA Annual Business Meeting
A double session including elections and consideration of changes to the LUA Bylaws.
Tuesday, July 28 3:00 pm LUA Presents Meet the Narrator
Spend part of your afternoon in an engaging conversation with Talking Book Narrator MacKenzie Beyer. This will be an interactive session and questions are welcome. Participants may also get to hear a live reading. MacKenzie has read books such as "The Best Thing" by Mariana Zapata, "A Precious Jewel" by Mary Balogh, and "Bummer Summer" by Ann M. Martin. Co-sponsored by Braille Revival League (BRL) and American Association of Blind Teachers (AABT).
Tuesday, July 28 5:00 pm LUA Presents News and Updates at NLS
This is your opportunity to learn what is happening at NLS. Hear about the future of NLS and ask questions about programs and services. Both Jason Broughton, NLS Director, and Jason Yasner, NLS Deputy Director, will be on hand to engage in the conversation. Co-sponsored by BRL and AABT
These sessions reflect LUA’s ongoing commitment to access, education, and community engagement. Whether you're looking to build practical skills, participate in important conversations, or connect with leaders in the field, there is something here for you. Don't miss your chance to be part of these engaging and impactful sessions. 
Pre-registration opens May 28 for ACB members and June 4 for nonmembers. Pre-registration is $55 for ACB members and $70 for nonmembers. 
When you pre-register, you will have the opportunity to make a small donation to one or more special-interest affiliates. Make a $10 donation to LUA and be eligible for our convention door prizes. We thank you for your support.


A LUA Resolution
by Paul Edwards
The following resolution was adopted by the Library Users of America Board of Directors at its meeting on Monday, April 6, 2026. It was initially written by Kim Charlson and me. It will be sent forward to the American Council of the Blind's Resolutions Committee for consideration as we approach the ACB convention. We are including it here for your information and so that you will have a copy of the original resolution adopted by our Board in the event that it differs from the one adopted by ACB.
Library Users of America
Resolution 2026-01
IMLS Funding

WHEREAS, the Talking Book Libraries in a substantial number of states are funded at least in part through revenue received from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS); and
WHEREAS, through Executive Order 14238 signed by President Trump early in 2025 it was proposed that this agency be shuttered, with only six million dollars allocated to dismantle the program; and
Whereas, in the summer of 2025, U.S. District Court Chief Judge John J. McConnell issued an injunction in favor of 21 state attorneys general suing Donald Trump over the dismantling of IMLS, with this injunction being permanent and the Trump administration being barred from doing further harm to the IMLS; and
WHEREAS, late in fiscal year 2025 funds already allocated by Congress began to be disbursed to this entity; and
WHEREAS, despite the President's opposition, over 290 million dollars was included in the 2026 budget approved in January, 2026; and
WHEREAS, the President’s FY27 "skinny budget" is due to be released in early April, with more details pending;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of Library Users of America (LUA), an affiliate of the American Council of the Blind (ACB), that this organization recognizes the immense harm done to library services for people who are blind, deaf blind or with low vision by the Executive Order and the lengthy absence of funding for this agency that followed it; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization urges the American Council of the Blind, its affiliates and its members to continue to urge members of Congress to include at least current funding in the 2027 budget; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the American Council of the Blind is requested to convey our position both to the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled (NLS) and to the American Library Association (ALA); and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that ACB is hereby requested to keep its members informed about any actions concerning this budget item.



Chapter Report: Tri-State Library Users
by Bill Wright, TLU President
The Tri-State Library Users is a chapter of both the Kentucky Council of the Blind and Library Users of America. The TLU board meets by Zoom on the third Saturday of the month at 11:00 a.m. The meeting is open to all guests.
We have a book club that meets on the fourth Friday of the month as part of the Greater Louisville Council of the Blind virtual Roundabout event. Participants are invited to share why they like or dislike a book they have recently read.
We also present a themed reading each year during the Greater Louisville Christmas with the Council holiday party.
At the 2025 Kentucky Council of the Blind state convention, our chapter hosted two speakers. On Friday afternoon we welcomed Jenny Smith, the new branch manager for the Kentucky Talking Book Library. Well-known APH narrator Gary Tipton was the featured speaker at our Friday evening dinner.
For more information about the Tri-state Library Users, contact Bill Wright, President, at (502) 893-0879 or bww0912@gmail.com.



My Book Adventures
by Mary Rickert
There is nothing as much fun as picking up a book by a favorite author and starting the adventure of reading. My favorite genre is mysteries.
Currently, I have been reading books by Anthony Horowitz, who never disappoints me with his crafty way of using words to pull the reader into suspenseful, clever, and very witty novels. The plots are well thought out and extremely entertaining. Mr. Horowitz has been writing for many years and has written books for children as well as adults. His books span the genres of adventure, mystery, thriller, horror, and fantasy.
In 2011, he was commissioned by the estate of Arthur Conan Doyle to write "The House of Silk" and "Moriarty", new books in the Sherlock Holmes series. In 2014, Horowitz was endorsed by the estate of Ian Fleming and asked to write a book featuring James Bond entitled "Trigger Mortis".
My first encounter with Horowitz was through a wonderful TV series entitled "Foyle's War", a drama about a British detective who solved crimes during World War II. He developed the show and served as its lead writer. The episodes were very cleverly written, and at the end of each season, I found myself searching the internet for any information that I could gather about upcoming episodes. (The show is now available on DVD at my local library.)
Mr. Horowitz has written books with a variety of characters. Most recently, I have been reading books from his "Hawthorne and Horowitz" series. This series is comprised of five books with the provocative titles "The Word Is Murder", "The Sentence Is Death", "A Line to Kill", "The Twist of the Knife", and "Close to Death". His next book, "A Deadly Episode", is slated to be released in April 2026. These books center around a private detective, Daniel Hawthorne, and his partner, Anthony Horowitz, who is the author's fictional portrayal of himself. They take place in England. Detective Hawthorne is an aggressive and irritating character who is very smart but drives Horowitz crazy with his tactless and even rude manner. Horowitz, on the other hand, is self-deprecating, analytical, and transparent. This pairing creates an atmosphere in which readers can easily feel sympathy for him, which further adds to the comedy this author creates.
I highly recommend this author and his many books for those who love "whodunits" that are interesting and give the reader an opportunity to use those gray cells to solve the crime while chuckling all the way to the conclusion of each book.
For further reading, please visit the website anthonyhorowitz.com.


More Fun with Series (or is it Serieses?)
by Jane Carona
I think I submitted an article for the LUA Ledger several years ago about my love of book series, and how one of my greatest joys is to track them in my ever-growing book database. For a while, I delighted in writing to NLS to inform them of holes in series, in hopes that they'd pay attention to my suggestions and produce those books.
Now, my series sleuthing has taken a new turn: my book database now contains 34,331 books, with 16,210 of them listed as part of series. So my current mission in life is to go through that database and make sure I have all the books in each series listed, and in the correct order. I'm currently starting the authors whose last names begin with the letter G. You can see, I have a long way to go!
My research is not without its humorous side, though. I have Alexa Plus, so I can ask lady A about a given series, and what number a given book is in that series. But we all know that AI often makes mistakes.  I've had some heated arguments with Alexa when she tells me that two different books reside in the same place in a series. She always apologizes when she makes a mistake; she's always kind about it, but these arguments leave me frustrated. So I'm learning some impressive research skills to combat AI's hallucinations. And I'm having loads of fun, and can spend hours happily delving through my world of books.
I fantasize that one day, NLS will come calling, asking me to share my wonderful, voluminous database! But I won't hold my breath!


IMLS Update
by Kim Charlson
The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) is a federal agency that supports libraries, archives, and museums in all 50 states and U.S. territories. Many talking book libraries in the U.S. rely on funding support from IMLS through their state library agencies.
On March 14, 2025, the Trump administration announced via an Executive Order that IMLS would be dismantled. Many employees were laid off, and the loss of funding resulted in the catastrophic system-wide cancellation of programs and services.
In the summer of 2025, U.S. District Court Chief Judge John J. McConnell ruled in favor of 21 state attorneys general suing Donald Trump over the dismantling of IMLS and several other federal agencies. This injunction is permanent and means that the Trump administration can no longer do further harm to IMLS.
There are several things taking place as IMLS, museums, and libraries in the U.S. are pushing back and moving forward to provide services and to ensure freedom of information and protection of rights for all citizens. Several of those initiatives are outlined below:
· Staffing: IMLS staffing, through layoffs, retirements, and departures, has diminished to approximately one-third of what it was prior to the Executive Order (from around 85 to slightly over 30 employees). One such loss is NLS’ gain—Madison Bolls, who was a program officer at IMLS, joined NLS at the end of last year.
· IMLS Acting Director: Keith Sonderling (Deputy Secretary at the Department of Labor) was appointed Acting Director of IMLS on March 20, 2025. The Museum and Library Services Act limits the duration of an acting appointment; Director Sonderling’s term expired in November. Lisa Solomson, the current Deputy Director for Library Services, has been serving as the Senior Official performing the duties of the director. There has been no movement to appoint a permanent director of IMLS. Crosby Kemper was the previous director, and from the library side, his term expired in 2024. The new director, per the Museum and Library Services Act, should come from the museum side.
· IMLS Moves: The lease for the IMLS offices expired this year. The agency moved into office space at the Department of Labor. While still an independent agency, IMLS’ acting director, Keith Sonderling, was also serving as Deputy Secretary at the Department of Labor.
IMLS Funding — Federal 2026 Budget
· Despite the President’s proposal to fund IMLS at $6 million, with the direction to phase out agency operations in 2026, Congress funded IMLS at $291.4 million, just a $3 million reduction from FY 2025.

· Grants to States: The program was funded at $181.4 million, which was an increase of $1.4 million from FY 2025. States were provided with their allotments last month. Official grant awards should be distributed in April. This funding may be used from October 2025 through September 2027.
IMLS Discretionary Grants 2026
· IMLS offered National Leadership Grants and Laura Bush 21st Century Grants this year; the application period closed March 13, and grants are expected to be awarded in the fall of 2026.
· Native American Library Services Enhancement Grants and Native Hawaiian Library Services grants are also available, with an application deadline of April 10, 2026.
IMLS Funding — Federal 2027 Budget
· At the time of this writing, current speculation is that the President’s 2027 budget proposal will once again propose the elimination of IMLS, providing $6 million in funding to wind down operations. The President’s budget, anticipated to be released in the first week of April, will likely be a “skinny budget,” which simply means it will lack detail but will include funding amounts. More details should be available later in May.
· Congress is proceeding with the budget process at an accelerated pace. The library community is hopeful that Congress will continue to demonstrate its strong support of libraries and LSTA (Library Services and Technology Act) funding in the FY27 budget.
· House Budget: The window has closed for recommendations to House Appropriations. A Dear Appropriator letter supporting LSTA funding was circulated by Massachusetts Representative Jim McGovern and Representative Don Bacon (Nebraska). Around 132 representatives signed the letter.
· Senate Budget: The Senate is beginning its budget process. A letter in support of LSTA funding from Senator Jack Reed (Rhode Island) was circulated in the Senate. 
IMLS is pushing forward with substantially diminished resources but is issuing grants, collecting statistics, and holding national convenings, such as a series of America 250 library convenings across the country from the spring through early next fall. However, its future remains somewhat precarious.
The federal budget process continues, with speculation that the budget will not be settled before the midterm elections, meaning there will either be a continuing resolution to keep the government open as of October 1, or the government will shut down again when the current budget expires on September 30, 2026.
Updates for LUA members will continue as more news becomes available.
LUA Bylaw Amendments
The Bylaws of the Library Users of America have not been updated since 2002. Brian Charlson, Chair of the 2026 LUA Bylaws Committee, presented the following amendments to the LUA Board of Directors on Monday, April 6, 2026. After consideration and discussion, the Board directed that, as stipulated in the present Bylaws, the document be distributed to the entire membership prior to the annual LUA business meeting on July 17. The Board chose to use this edition of "The Ledger" as the means of distribution since it is available to all members in their choice of formats - braille, large print, audio cartridge, and email.
Brian thanked his committee for their hard work. The Committee included Linda Adams, Jane Carona, Peggy Garrett, and Carla Ruschival. 
All questions or comments should be directed to Brian by phone at (617) 831-3272 or by email at briancharlson@comcast.net. 
Housekeeping Amendments
1. Change all occurrences of the term "annual meeting" to "annual LUA business meeting".
2. Change all occurrences of the term "visually impaired" to "blind or low vision".
3. Change the single occurrence in Article V of the term "All sessions at the annual meeting" to "All sessions at the annual LUA convention".
4. Change all occurrences of "National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped" to "National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled".
5. Re-number and/or re-letter lists as necessary.
6. Correct any and all misspellings and incorrect punctuation.
7. Change all references to Robert's Rules of Order to latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order.
Constitution
Article I. Name and Definition
Current Language
A. The name of this organization shall be "Library Users of America." 
B. The term "visually impaired person" as used in this document means anyone who:
(1) is eligible for services from a public or private library, including the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped and the respective distributing libraries for the blind and physically handicapped;
(2) is a user of other special media information resources.
New Language
A. The name of this organization shall be "Library Users of America."
B. The term "blind or low vision", as used in this document, means anyone who:
1. is eligible for services from a public or private library, including the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled and the respective distributing libraries for the blind and print disabled; or
2. is a user of other special media information resources.
Article II. Purpose
Current Language
The purposes of this national representative organization are:
(1) To promote the availability and use of libraries, radio reading services, and other special information media which impact the cultural, social, occupational, recreational, or informational reading needs of blind and visually impaired individuals;
(2) To encourage the development, acquisition, and use of technology which would enable blind and visually impaired persons to use printed material independently both in a library setting and elsewhere;
(3) To seek solutions to service inequities arising from geographical, technological, attitudinal, or informational barriers which have the effect of limiting access to libraries, radio reading services, or other media and related entities by visually impaired persons; and
(4) To do any lawful thing which may facilitate the accomplishment of the purposes contained herein.
New Language
The Library Users of America is organized exclusively for educational, charitable, research, and other such purposes as may be beneficial to individuals who are blind or low vision. LUA may encourage the use of libraries and other accessible media and entities; encourage the development, acquisition, and use of technology which would enable blind and low vision persons to use printed material independently; and seek solutions to service inequities arising from geographical, technological, attitudinal, or informational barriers which limit access to libraries or other media by blind or low vision persons. In pursuit of the foregoing, the Corporation may do anything lawful and proper for a non-profit organization exempt from Federal income taxes under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code as amended.
Article III. Membership, Voting and Dues
Current Language
A. Any person eighteen (18) years of age or older residing in the United States of America, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, or any territory, herein referred to as states, or any citizen residing outside the states is eligible to become a member of this organization. Any organization having at least ten (10) voting members, a majority of whom are visually impaired, may apply for affiliation with this organization. Such application must be approved by the majority of the Board of Directors.
B. Each member present at a meeting of this organization shall be entitled to one vote.
C. Dues shall be twelve dollars ($12) a year payable to the Library Users of America treasurer on a calendar year basis on or before March fifteenth (March 15) of each year. Dues which have not been paid by June first (June 1) shall be considered to be delinquent. Payment of dues entitles the member to all of the rights and privileges of membership. Failure to pay dues by June first (June 1) will result in the forfeiture of all the rights and privileges of membership. From each member's dues, the LUA treasurer will pay that member's annual per capita dues to the American Council of the Blind. A person may attain life membership by paying a membership fee of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00).
D. At all times, a majority of the members of this organization shall be visually impaired persons as defined in Article I.
New Language
A. Any person eighteen (18) years of age or older residing in the United States of America, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, or any territory, herein referred to as states, or any citizen residing outside the states is eligible to become a member of this organization.
B. Any organization having at least ten (10) voting members, a majority of whom are blind or low vision, may apply for affiliation with this organization. Such application must be approved by the majority of the Board of Directors.
C. Each member present at a meeting of this organization shall be entitled to one vote.
D. At all times, a majority of the members of this organization shall be blind or low vision persons as defined in Article I.
Article IV. Officers and Directors
Current Language
A. The officers of this organization shall be a president, a vice president, a secretary, a treasurer, and an immediate past president. These officers shall be elected every other year in odd numbered years at the annual meeting of this organization. The term of office shall run for two years from the end of the annual meeting at which the election occurs to the end of the annual meeting two years thereafter.
B. In addition to the officers, there shall be five (5) directors who shall be elected at the annual meeting in even numbered years and whose terms shall run for two years from the end of the annual meeting in the next even numbered year.
C. The five (5) officers and five (5) directors shall constitute the board of directors. The board of directors shall be the governing body of this organization between meetings of the members, provided that it shall make no policy decisions and take no official actions in conflict with decisions or actions of the membership.
1. Up to thirty days prior to the annual meeting each year, members may recommend candidates for consideration by the nominating committee.
2. Prior to each election at the annual meeting, the nominating committee shall present its slate of candidates for such positions.
3. Nominations may be made by the members from the floor.
4. Officers and directors shall be elected by a majority of the members present and voting at the annual meeting.
D. No officer or director may serve more than two (2) consecutive terms in the same position with the exception of the secretary or treasurer. Anyone who serves more than half a term in a position shall be considered to have served a full term for the purpose of such limitation.
E. Duties of the officers and directors
1. The president shall: preside at the annual meetings and meetings of the board of directors, appoint standing committees, represent the organization as its chief executive officer, oversee implementation of decisions of the annual meetings and of the board of directors pursuant to such decisions, and perform other normal duties incidental to the office.
2. The vice president shall, in the absence of the president, perform the duties of the president and discharge such other duties generally as may be prescribed by the annual meetings or the board of directors.
3. The secretary shall take and shall report minutes of annual meetings and of the board of directors and shall perform such related duties of the office as may be prescribed by the annual meetings or the board of directors.
4. The treasurer shall be the custodian of the monies of the organization, maintain adequate financial records, make regular reports to the annual meetings and to the board of directors, arrange for annual audits of financial records as directed by the board of directors, and perform such other duties as the members of the board of directors prescribe.
5. Each officer and director shall be entitled to one (1) vote and to participate fully as a member of the board of directors.
6. The officers and directors may perform other duties as prescribed by the latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order Revised.
F. The president and vice president, and at least half of the other members of the board of directors must be blind or visually impaired persons.
G. If the office of the president becomes vacant, the vice president shall automatically become president. In that event, a new vice president shall be elected at the next annual meeting. A vacancy in the office of secretary or treasurer shall be filled by a majority vote of the board of directors, and the person chosen to fill such vacancy shall serve until the next annual meeting. A vacancy in a director's position shall be filled at the next annual meeting.
New Language
A. The officers of this organization shall be a president, a vice president, a secretary, a treasurer, and an immediate past president. These officers shall be elected every other year in odd-numbered years at the annual LUA business meeting. The term of office shall run for two years from the end of the annual LUA business meeting at which the election occurs to the end of the annual LUA business meeting two years thereafter.
B. In addition to the officers, there shall be five (5) directors who shall be elected at the annual LUA business meeting in even-numbered years and whose terms shall run for two years from the end of the annual LUA business meeting in the next even numbered year.
C. The five (5) officers and five (5) directors shall constitute the board of directors. The Board of Directors shall be the governing body of this organization between meetings of the members, provided that it shall make no policy decisions and take no official actions in conflict with decisions or actions of the membership.
1. Up to thirty (30) days prior to the annual LUA business meeting each year, members may recommend candidates for consideration by the nominating committee.
2. Prior to each election at the annual LUA business  meeting, the nominating committee shall present its slate of candidates for such positions.
3. Nominations may be made by the members from the floor.
4. Officers and directors shall be elected by a majority of the members present and voting at the annual LUA business meeting.
D. No officer or director may serve more than two (2) consecutive terms in the same position with the exception of the secretary or treasurer. Anyone who serves more than half a term in a position shall be considered to have served a full term for the purpose of such limitation.
E. Duties of the officers and directors:
1. The president shall preside at the annual LUA business meeting and meetings of the board of directors, appoint standing committees, represent the organization as its chief executive officer, oversee implementation of decisions of the annual LUA business meetings and of the board of directors pursuant to such decisions, and perform other normal duties incidental to the office.
2. The vice president shall, in the absence of the president, perform the duties of the president and discharge such other duties generally as may be prescribed by the annual LUA business meetings or the board of directors.
3. The secretary shall take and shall report minutes of annual LUA business meetings and of the board of directors and shall perform such related duties of the office as may be prescribed by the annual LUA business meetings or the board of directors.
4. The treasurer shall be the custodian of the monies of the organization, maintain adequate financial records, make regular reports to the annual LUA business meetings and to the board of directors, arrange for annual audits of financial records as directed by the board of directors, and perform such other duties as the members of the board of directors prescribe.
5. Each officer and director shall be entitled to one (1) vote and to participate fully as a member of the board of directors.
6. The officers and directors may perform other duties as prescribed by the latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order Revised.
F. The president and vice president, and at least half of the other members of the board of directors must be blind or low vision persons.
G. If the office of the president becomes vacant, the vice president shall automatically become president. In that event, a new vice president shall be elected at the next annual LUA business meeting. A vacancy in the office of secretary or treasurer shall be filled by a majority vote of the board of directors, and the person chosen to fill such vacancy shall serve until the next annual LUA business meeting. A vacancy in a director's position shall be filled at the next annual LUA business meeting.


Article V. Meetings
Current Language
A. There shall be an annual meeting of the membership. The dates and places of annual meetings shall coincide with the annual conventions of the American Council of the Blind.
B. A majority of the members present and voting at an annual meeting shall constitute a quorum for transacting business of the organization.
C. All sessions at the annual meeting shall be open meetings.
New Language
A. There shall be an annual LUA business meeting of the membership. The dates of annual meetings shall coincide with the annual conventions of the American Council of the Blind and shall take place no earlier than thirty (30) days before nor later than five (5) days before the opening session of the American Council of the Blind annual Conference and Convention.
B. A majority of the members present and voting at an annual LUA business meeting shall constitute a quorum for transacting business of the organization.
C. All sessions at the annual LUA convention and business meeting shall be open meetings.
Article VI. Committees
Current language
A. The president shall appoint the following committees: bylaws, nominating, resolutions, publications, and program. Each committee shall have at least three members. The president shall be an ex officio (non voting) member of each committee, except the nominating committee.
B. Proposed amendments shall be presented to the bylaws committee on or before the first day of the annual meeting. Each proposed amendment must be read to the annual meeting no later than the day before the day on which a vote will occur to adopt it.
C. The nominating committee shall nominate one member for each position to be filled.
D. The program committee shall (in consultation with the president) be responsible for planning the program for the annual meeting. The vice president and secretary shall be ex officio (non voting) members of the program committee.
E. The publications committee shall be responsible for establishing, editing, and circulating the organization's periodical, which shall publish information primarily related to the purposes of this organization and the general and special interests of the membership.
New Language
A. The president shall appoint the following committees: constitution and bylaws, nominating, resolutions, publications, and program. Each committee shall have at least three members. The president shall be an ex officio (non-voting) member of each committee, except the nominating committee.
B. Proposed amendments shall be presented to the Constitution and Bylaws Committee at least thirty (30) days prior to the annual LUA business meeting. Amendments proposed by the committee must be presented to the membership through a public reading at least one week prior to the annual LUA business meeting.
C. The nominating committee shall nominate one member for each position to be filled.
D. The Program Committee shall, in consultation with the president, be responsible for planning the program for the annual LUA convention. The vice president and secretary shall be ex officio (non-voting) members of the program committee.
E. The publications committee shall be responsible for establishing, editing, and circulating the organization's periodical, which shall publish information primarily related to the purposes of this organization and the general and special interests of the membership.
F. The resolutions committee shall, in consultation with the president, be responsible for developing resolutions to be presented at the annual LUA business meeting.
G. Special committees may be appointed by the president as needed or as directed by the annual LUA business meeting or the board of directors.
Article VII. Parliamentary Authority
Current Language
The latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the proceedings of the annual meeting and the board of directors wherever applicable, except when these bylaws or special convention rules supersede. 
New Language
The latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the proceedings of the annual LUA business meeting and the meetings of the LUA Board of Directors wherever applicable, except when superseded by this Constitution and Bylaws.
Article VIII. Amendment of these Bylaws
Current Language
These bylaws may be amended by a two thirds affirmative vote of the members present and voting at any annual meeting; provided that such amendment has been read to the members no later than the day before it is to be voted on.
New Language
Article VIII will now be called “Amendments.”
A. This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the members present and voting at any annual LUA business meeting, provided that such amendment has been read to the membership no later than one (1) week prior to the vote on their adoption.
B. Bylaw amendments can be proposed during the LUA business meeting and require a simple majority vote of the members present at the LUA business meeting to be adopted.
Article IX. Non-profit Status, Incorporation, Tax Exemption, and Dissolution
Current Language
A. No part of the net earnings of this organization shall inure to the benefit of or be distributed to the members, officers, directors, or other private persons except that the organization is authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Article II hereof. Notwithstanding any other provision of these bylaws, the organization shall not carry on any activities not permitted to be carried on by an organization exempt from federal taxes under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provisions of any future Internal Revenue Code).
B. The board of directors is authorized and instructed to
(1) incorporate this organization as a nonprofit corporation,
(2) apply for federal tax exemption under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, and
(3) elect that this organization qualify under Section 501 (h) of the Internal Revenue Service Code.
C. Upon dissolution of this organization, the board of directors shall, after paying or making provision for payment of all of the liabilities of the organization, dispose of all of the assets of the organization exclusively for the purposes of this organization to such organization(s) organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational, or scientific purpose which shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization (or exempt organizations) under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provisions of any future Internal Revenue Law) as the board of directors shall determine.
New Language
Article IX will now be called “Non-Profit Status and Dissolution.”
A. No part of the net earnings of this organization shall inure to the benefit of or be distributed to the members, officers, directors, or other private persons except that the organization is authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Article II hereof. Notwithstanding any other provision of this constitution, the organization shall not carry on any activities not permitted to be carried on by an organization exempt from Federal taxes under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provisions of any future Internal Revenue Code).
B. Upon dissolution of the Corporation, the Board of Directors shall make provision for the payment of all liabilities of the Corporation. The remaining assets, if any, shall be distributed to the American Council of the Blind or for charitable, educational or other such purposes consistent with the purposes for which this Corporation was formed, with the provisions of the jurisdiction in which the organization is then incorporated, and with the exempt purposes enumerated in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, as amended. Any such assets not distributed by the Board of Directors shall be disposed of by the Circuit Court of the jurisdiction in which the principal office of the Corporation is then located to such organizations organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational, or other such purposes as shall at that time qualify as exempt organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, as amended.
Bylaws
Bylaw 1 Dues
A. Individual dues shall be twelve dollars ($12.00) a year payable to the Library Users of America treasurer on a calendar year basis on or before March fifteen (March 15) of each year. Dues paid after August 31 shall be applied to membership in the next calendar year. Payment of dues entitles the member to all of the rights and privileges of membership.
B. From each member's dues, the LUA treasurer will pay that member's annual per capita dues to the American Council of the Blind.
C. A person may attain life membership by paying a one-time membership fee of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00).



LUA Officers and Board Members, 
July 2025
Officers:
President: Carla Ruschival - 2025/2027; second term
· Louisville, KY
· Home phone: 502-897-1472; cell phone: 502-303-7042
· Email: carla40206@gmail.com
Vice President: Natalie Couch - 2025/2027; first term
· Louisville, KY
· Email: braillereader@gmail.com
Secretary: Ralph Smitherman - 2025/2027 
· Brandon, MS
· Email: redbird26@bellsouth.net


Treasurer: Adam Ruschival - 2025/2027 
· Louisville, KY
· Cell: 502-303-7078
· Email: carla40206@gmail.com
Board Members:
Rhonda Trott: 2024/2026; second term
· Talladega, AL
· Email: rhondatrott@outlook.com
Mary Haupt: 2024/2026; second term
· Baton Rouge, LA
· Email: maryhaupt@icloud.com
Sheila Young: 2024/2026; first term
· Orlando, FL
· Email: sheilayoung125@att.net


Peggy Garret: 2024/2026; first term
· Missouri City, TX
· Email: prcgarrett@sbcglobal.net 
Linda Adams: 2024/2026; first term
· Decatur, GA
· Email: lladamsdec@gmail.com
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