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President's Message
by Carla Ruschival
Welcome to the LUA Ledger, the publication of the Library Users of America (LUA). LUA is a special-interest affiliate of the American Council of the Blind, and we welcome anyone who enjoys books, reading and libraries. Whether you read books in braille or large print, listen to panelists audiobooks, or enjoy digital reading on your computer, phone, Kindle, or other device - whether you use BARD, Bookshare, Kindle, Libby, or another book source - LUA is the place for you.
Membership - LUA continues to grow. When I became president in 2023, LUA had 50 life members. As I write this article, we have 68 - an increase of 36 per cent.
It is nearly time for us to certify our 2025 membership to ACB. For the past two years, we have had 179 members at this time (in March). LUA will certify over 200 members this year - the most on record since at least 2008. Thanks to all of you who have chosen to join LUA and make it the vibrant organization that it is today.
LUA Website - Work continues on our new website. I have established a website team whose task it is to work on specific areas of the site so we can use it as a means of providing information and resources related to books and library services for people who are blind or who have low vision. Phillip Obregon (CA) is chair of the website team, and Jeremy Johansen (CA) is our website developer. On our site, you will find booklists from past Library without Walls calls and past issues of "The LUA Ledger". Planned are links to podcasts from LUA convention programs, the ability to join and donate to LUA online, and much more. Visit www.acblibraryusers.org often to keep up with what's new.
The Ledger Leader - Don Horn (NY) is our new LUA Ledger editor. I am sure you will agree that he has done an outstanding job on this first issue. Thanks to Jane Carona for assistance with proofing, and to Kim Charlson and the Perkins Braille and Talking Book Library for producing the braille, audio, large print and digital editions. Thanks to Debee Armstrong for her past work on the Ledger, and to all who contribute articles.
LUA at Convention - Look for a sneak preview of the outstanding LUA programming coming your way at the ACB 2025 Conference and Convention. Much appreciation goes to Jane Carona and her program team for their work and attention to detail. Also, thanks to the hard work of Paul Edwards and his resolutions committee, LUA is submitting three resolutions to ACB for its consideration. Be sure to follow their progress through the resolutions process on ACB Media and during the virtual convention week from June 24 through June 26 on Zoom.
Support LUA - Finally, I invite you to support LUA and its good work. LUA publishes two editions of the Ledger each year; the cost is approximately $1,000 per issue. Our $2,000 Coral sponsorship underwrites the cost of bringing the Talking Book narrator to the ACB annual Conference and Convention. Our website and email lists help bring news of library programs and services to all who read them.
Here are ways you can support LUA:
1. Participate in our programs by attending our Zoom calls. Watch our email lists for call dates and times.
2. Keep your membership current and invite others to join. Dues are only $12 for one year or $150 for a life membership. Join by phone with your credit or debit card by calling 502-897-1472, or visit www.PayPal.com and send money to lua.payments@gmail.com; be sure to include your name, address, phone and email when using PayPal.
3. Support ACB and LUA at the same time when you join the ACB Monthly Monetary Support Program. You can ask ACB to send up to 50 per cent of your donation to LUA. Find out more by calling the ACB financial office at 612-332-3242.
For More Information - If you have questions or need more information about the Library Users of America, feel free to call me at 502-897-1472 between 9:00 AM and 9:00 PM Eastern Time.
Thanks for your interest in LUA. We look forward to seeing you at an upcoming LUA event.


Editor's Introduction
by Don Horn
June 1976 - 17-year-old Don Horn tells School Librarian Gunta Semba, "There are lots of things I will miss about Lavelle, but the library is at the top of the list. Yeah, I’ll get lots and lots of books in the mail, but I will never again be able to browse at will, reading a page or a chapter here and there as the spirit moves me." (Little did he know what the future would bring.)
July 4, 1981 - An excited Don Horn is about to take his first flight on a commercial airline; he is going to St. Louis, MO, for the national convention of the American Council of the Blind, and the trip isn't costing him a penny. Horn is pursuing a master's  degree in rehabilitation counseling at Hofstra University. ACB is sponsoring one student from each state to attend the convention and Horn has been chosen. While there, he meets many wonderful people and becomes more involved with an organization that will have a tremendous impact on how he approaches his life and his profession.
January 2002 - Student Teacher Horn tells his eighth grade English students: "Reading matters because people matter. Novels allow us to imagine worlds in which we do not live, and to explore perspectives that are quite different from ours." (Horn does not change careers, but his life is forever enriched because of those students.)
January 2008 - Former Braille Forum editor Nolan Crabb asks Don Horn to co-moderate DB Review, an email distribution list for people who wish to review books available on BARD. Horn is happy to help with this project, especially since he thinks of Crabb as a brother. The list members generate lots of great reviews, and Horn is delighted to support a project that does so much to encourage the love of reading.
January 2025 - Life takes an unexpected turn when Horn agrees to serve as the editor of the LUA Ledger, an assignment which he is pleased to accept.


AABT and LUA Co-sponsor Panel on New NLS Policy
by Linda Adams
On February 24, the American Association of Blind Teachers (AABT) and LUA jointly sponsored a session to discuss the parental consent requirements for minors to access materials provided by the National Library Service. The discussion was led by April Martin, AABT Affiliate President. The panel included: Jason Broughton, NLS Director; Kim Charlson, Executive Director, Perkins Library, Perkins School for the Blind, Watertown, MA; Mike Marlin, Director, Braille and Talking Book Library, Sacramento, CA; Elisha Zuaro, Secondary Literacy Specialist, Florida School for the Deaf and Blind, St. Augustine, FL; Megan Lindberg, Teacher of the Visually Impaired and parent of Savannah Lindberg, St. John's County, FL; and Savannah Lindberg, visually impaired Florida State University student and a longtime BARD user.
Below are the questions Ms. Martin posed (slightly edited), followed by a summary of the panelists answers:
April: Director Broughton, would you please give us some background information about the parental acknowledgment requirements for NLS services for minors and who mandated this change?
Broughton began by outlining the similarities and differences between NLS and its parent agency, the Library of Congress. The Library of Congress is a research library and does not circulate books, whereas NLS functions as a circulating library. He stated that NLS has an open catalog, and they do not censor, ban or remove books.
The Library of Congress requires minors who use its services to provide a signed statement from a parent or guardian. Until now, NLS has not had this requirement. This policy is being introduced to align the two.
He made a distinction between "institutional accounts" and "individual accounts." He acknowledged that NLS could have moved forward in a more unified way, and there are things they could have done better. They are focusing on individual accounts first with institutional accounts down the line. NLS and their legal counsel worked with three states to develop forms that comply with state laws.
April: For Kim and Mike (Regional librarians): Will you please explain how you've implemented this new policy and how successful the return rate of the parental permissions has been?
Kim said that they first sent the forms via email, followed by a letter to those who did not respond. Her library serves approximately 650 patrons under 18 years old; approximately 30 per cent responded so far. They have just mailed a second letter with the caution that they may need to suspend individual accounts until the forms are received.
Mike said their method of outreach has been the same - email and letters. With a much smaller number of students, approximately 84, they have an 80% response rate on individual accounts and a 67% response rate on institutional ones.
April: Megan, as a parent, how do you feel about the parental acknowledgment policy?
Megan pointed out that there are many issues to address when raising a child with a vision impairment which may cause the parental consent form to be low on the priority list.
April: What can minors do if parents do not or cannot return the parental consent form?
Jason explained that at present, no deadline has been set. There is an ongoing discussion about suspending BARD accounts.
April: How does your school district use NLS and how has this parental consent policy made this process difficult? Have there been parental challenges?
Elisha indicated that having an institutional account can help a school better serve their students.
Megan commented that limited parental involvement has made it a struggle to get parents to sign up for NLS. "As a school district we also use Bookshare and Learning Ally."
April: Jason, Kim and Mike, what can teachers and parents do to increase the successful return rate of the parental acknowledgment forms?
Jason deferred to the librarians. Kim said that the parental acknowledgment forms have been incorporated into their new application which has increased the response rate.
Mike is working on including it in the application process as well and has done outreach to local school districts. They are also including the information in handbooks and have had help from the Department of Rehabilitation.
Elisha suggested using social media as a method of providing information on parental consent. Jason added that parents can contact their local or regional library as well as NLS. Megan suggested that the Division of Blind Services (DBS) could provide brochures about this.
Savanah stated that it would be good to have an easy way to determine which library handles their child's account.
April: This question is for everyone. What is the commonsense approach to managing minors' access to online book content?
Savannah recommended that we continue doing what we're doing to keep parents and students involved. She appreciates the open catalog that NLS provides.
The moderator then asked the librarians: "If a student requests a book that is potentially outside their age range, what do you do, even with a parental consent?"
Kim and Mike agreed that librarians are not known for denial of requests. They both exercise judgment in this area but believe in intellectual freedom; readers can read whatever they wish. Kim added that her library also provides DVDs with audio description and will not lend an R rated movie to a patron under 18. Jason added that the child's maturity level should be considered.
April: For Director Broughton: What parental acknowledgments are required for sighted minors to have access to the Library of Congress and other collections?
Broughton pointed out that nondisabled people don't use the Library of Congress as a circulating library, but that if minors borrow materials, they must have parental consent.
Broughton commented that he appreciated the opportunity to hear from librarians, teachers and parents. He ended by affirming NLS's commitment to their motto "That All May Read", and saying that every effort will be made to make changes in a way that does not negatively impact patrons.
April then asked for questions from the audience.
Suzanne Ament, AABT Second Vice President, asked what will happen when parents do not respond.
Mike and Kim said that only one or two parents have refused to sign the consent form. They continue to contact the parents.
Mary Haupt, LUA Board member, asked if forms will need to be signed annually.
Jason responded that, for individual accounts, it will be done just once.

LUA Annual Business Meeting Minutes
by Ralph Smitherman, Secretary
Friday, June 28, 2024
(Note: The following minutes will be presented for approval at the LUA Annual Meeting on Friday, June 27, 2025.)
Call To Order: President Carla Ruschival called the meeting to order at 2:41 PM, Central Time.
Agenda Review: President Carla Ruschival reviewed the meeting agenda; Ralph Smitherman made a motion to approve the agenda as presented; Leslie Thom seconded the motion; the motion passed.
Reading of Minutes: Ralph Smitherman made a motion to approve the June 22, 2023 LUA annual business meeting minutes as distributed; Natalie Couch seconded the motion; the motion passed.
Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Adam Ruschival presented the report. Adam stated that our fiscal year is from January 1 through December 31. Our current checking balance is $7,736.80. Our current reserve account balance is $19,891.41. Adam Ruschival made a motion to accept the report; seconded by Bill Wright; the motion carried.
Membership: President Ruschival reported that at present we have 200 members; she stated that 179 members were certified for voting purposes at the summer convention of ACB. Currently, we have 61 LUA life members. Carla stated that we currently have three affiliates: namely, California, Kentucky and Texas. LUA dues are $12 per year per person and a life membership is $150.
LUA 2024 Convention Program: The program for this year was to hold four virtual sessions along with two sessions at the summer convention. Carla Ruschival thanked Brian Charlson and Paul Edwards for their efforts in putting the virtual sessions together.
LUA Link: Jane Carona reported that we would have four LUA Link sessions in 2024. Sessions are scheduled as follows: the second Monday of March, June, September, and December; the time is 7:30 PM, Central Time. Jane stated that two sessions have already happened. Those two sessions were well attended. Jane said that the committee would meet to discuss topics for next year.
Library Without Walls: Ralph Smitherman reported that LWW meets during odd numbered months on the third Wednesday at 7:30 PM, Central Time by Zoom. The topic for July 2024 is the American Revolution - fiction or nonfiction. People are encouraged to bring two books concerning the topic. Library Without Walls is a terrific project hosted by LUA! Jane Carona is the scribe for LWW.
LUA Email Lists: Vice President Jane Carona reported that we now have our own email lists with groups.io: namely, lua-members@libraryusersofamerica.groups.io which is a one-way email list. Jane stated that to join our talk list use lua-talk+subscribe@libraryusersofamerica.groups.io. Jane stated that we also have a LUA Board list.
LUA Ledger: President Ruschival reported that Debee Armstrong is the LUA Ledger editor. Carla stated that the Spring 2024 Ledger has been published and distributed. Our president reminded everyone that the fall 2024 issue would be sent out later this year, and the deadline for articles for that issue is September 1, 2024. People are encouraged to write articles for the Ledger. Jane Carona will be the proofreader for articles for the Ledger.
LUA Website: Jeremy Johansen reported that we have a website, acblibraryusers.org. We will need to add content as we go along.
NLS Focus Group: Mary Beth Metzger reported that the focus group discussed what constitutes exceptional library service, and members’ experiences. She stated that suggestions were requested as to the provisions and standards.
Chapter Reports:
California: Pam Metz from California reported that their current membership is 39. She stated that they would start their membership drive. She said that they were working with their regional library - one topic being the banning of books. Plans are to hold a "book conversation" either in September or October, 2024.
Kentucky: Adam Ruschival reported that the Tri-State Library Users holds its board meetings on the third Saturday of each month. They sponsor a book club. Adam stated that on the fourth Friday night of each month they hold their Page Turners event. Current membership is 19.
Texas: Peggy Garrett reported that the Texas affiliate currently has 13 members. Peggy stated they were getting ready for their state convention to be held in August. Peggy stated that LUAT works closely with their state library.
Nominating Committee Report: Chair Ralph Smitherman thanked Agnes Ferris and Jason Castonguay for serving on the committee. He said that information was sent to the LUA members list to see if anyone was interested in being nominated for the LUA board. Seven people showed interest. Ralph reminded everyone that there are five board positions. Everyone was qualified. The slate chosen was: Linda Adams, Peggy Garrett, Mary Haupt, Penny Reeder, and Sheila Young.
All candidates were given the opportunity to introduce themselves. A LUA member may be nominated from the floor.
The first board position was brought forward, namely, Linda Adams from Georgia, and she was elected by acclamation.
The second board position was brought forward, namely, Peggy Garrett from Texas, and she was elected by acclamation.
The third board position was brought forward, namely, Mary Haupt from Louisiana, and she was elected by acclamation.
The fourth board position was brought forward, namely, Penny Reeder from Maryland, Rhonda Trott from Alabama was nominated from the floor, and Penny Reeder withdrew her nomination; therefore, Rhonda Trott from Alabama was elected by acclamation.
The fifth board position was brought forward, namely, Sheila Young from Florida, and she was elected by acclamation.
For roll call purposes, Debbie Persons read the list of LUA attendees: Linda Adams, Albert Anderson, Kathy Arnold, Connie Bateman, Gloria Broderick, Carolyn Burley, Karyn Campbell, Judi Cannon, Kim Carmichael, Jane Carona, Alan Casey, Brian Charlson, Denise Colley, Natalie Couch, Joey Couch, David Cox, Patti Cox, Paul Edwards, Agnes Ferris, Peggy Garrett, Kolby Garrison, Vicki Golightly, Kathy Gosselin, Debby Green, Mary Haroyan, Mary Haupt, Samantha Hubbard, Christine Hunsinger, Jeremy Johansen, Kati Lear, Joan Leonard, Deborah Lewis, Paul Lewis, Paula Mack, Alice Massa, Pamela Metz, Mary Beth Metzger, Jamaica Miller, Mary Morse, Marsha Moses, Terry Pacheco, Theresa Petrey, Penny Reeder, Janice Revill, Mary Rickert, Adam Ruschival, Carla Ruschival, Patrick Sheehan, Ralph Smitherman, Donna Siren, Sharon Strzalkowski, Leslie Thom, David Trott, Rhonda Trott, Bill Wright, Sheila Young, Judy Wilkinson.
Unfinished Business: Judi Cannon stated that she came up with the name for our newsletter, The LUA Ledger.
Carla reported that we paid for Ledger production this year. Carla stated that we receive chapter dues from our affiliates, and we are a Coral Sponsor this year in the amount of $2,000. David Trott commended Adam Ruschival for his attention to our investment account for LUA.
New Business: President Ruschival welcomed those elected to the LUA Board. She encouraged every member to attend our board meetings which we hold on the first Monday of each month.
Carla thanked Debbie Persons for her assistance; she also thanked Monica and Cindy for hosting our meeting.
Adjournment: We stood adjourned at 4:49 PM, Central Time.


LUA Resolutions
by Paul Edwards
LUA Resolutions Committee Chair
The three resolutions that appear below were recently approved by the LUA board, and will be submitted to the ACB Resolutions Committee for possible adoption at the ACB national convention this summer. It is quite possible that the language in the resolutions may change significantly based on that committee's work. Meetings of the ACB Resolutions Committee are generally broadcast over ACB Media, and they usually publicize which resolutions will be reviewed at each meeting, so stay tuned.
Resolution 2501 - The Reinstatement or Redesign of Committees
WHEREAS, the National Library Service (NLS) has a long history of reaching out to those who use their services through surveys, attendance at the conventions of consumer organizations and, lately, through internet outreach meetings which become podcasts; and
WHEREAS, prior to the beginning of the COVID epidemic it appeared that NLS was cutting back on consultation with its patrons by not holding meetings of at least two in-person committees who met at the Library for two days; and
WHEREAS, one of these committees explored collection development while the other considered technical issues; and
WHEREAS, consumer organizations were represented as were librarians and selected library patrons from various United States  NLS Library regions; and
WHEREAS, these committees promoted the sharing of new initiatives and also created opportunities for patrons and librarians to raise issues that had percolated up from other patrons all over the country;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of Library Users of America (LUA) that this organization strongly urges NLS to resume using the committee approach that was used in the past; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is not the intention of LUA to specifically shape the approach that is taken. We believe that the approach taken by the committees in the past was effective but do not demand that approach be adopted; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, while this organization believes there is value to meeting in person, we recognize that meeting virtually may prove a more feasible option. Another option that could be considered which would provide the widest possible participation would be a hybrid meeting with people in person and present remotely; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that LUA requests that NLS inform our organization of the decisions taken to respond to this resolution.
Resolution 2502 - Expansion of Available Braille Titles
WHEREAS, the number of braille books released each year has grown slightly, it is tiny when compared with books released in audio formats; and
WHEREAS, we recognize that, in the past, many copies of braille books had to be produced, distributed and stored so that they could be read in hard copy; and
WHEREAS, now that NLS has made electronic braille readers available to its patrons, there is an increasing demand for a larger number of books; and
WHEREAS, digital books are widely available and computerized braille translation systems are stable and quite accurate; and
WHEREAS, BARD is already including braille titles from other countries that are not being produced as multi-copy books; and
WHEREAS, the "Braille On Demand" program which allows patrons to request up to five books a month would make hard copy braille books available to individuals who needed them;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of Library Users of America that this organization requests that the National Library Service expedite the expansion of available braille titles beyond the limited numbers now available; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NLS is hereby requested to report to this Board by the end of 2025 on its response to this resolution.
Resolution 2503 - American Library Association Request for Assistance
WHEREAS, more and more people who are blind or have low vision are choosing to take advantage of services available to them through local public libraries; and
WHEREAS, most of the libraries that are being used must comply with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act which has recently adopted a rule specifically applying to internet accessibility; and
WHEREAS, at the heart of Title II of the ADA is the notion that people with disabilities should be able to participate as effectively as can others in the activities of the library; and
WHEREAS, among the most widely utilized services being accessed by people who are blind or have low vision are third-party applications that allow audio and text-based books to be downloaded electronically; and
WHEREAS, most public libraries have members who are involved with the American Library Association;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of Library Users of America (LUA), an organization interested in making libraries fully available to people who are blind or have low vision, that this organization hereby requests the American Library Association to utilize committees already in place to accomplish at least the following:
1. Libraries should find alternative ways of publicizing events that would reach out to persons who are print-disabled who cannot easily use signs or other print-dependent materials;
2. It is hoped that the ALA will encourage libraries to create committees or other means of reaching out to this population which is currently not being involved much in public libraries;
3. It is hoped that libraries will be encouraged by the American Library Association (ALA) to be certain that their web pages are fully compliant with the new rule adopted by the Department of Justice;
4. We specifically request that the ALA and public libraries work with third parties that offer electronic book borrowing to be certain that their software is fully accessible to and usable by people who are blind, deaf blind or visually impaired; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this organization is eager to work with the American Library Association on ways that the outcomes encouraged by this resolution can happen.


LUA Programming at the 2025 ACB Convention
The 64th annual conference and convention of the American Council of the Blind is fast approaching, and LUA will present a variety of virtual and hybrid sessions. Read on for details.
Virtual Convention Week - The convention officially opens on Monday, June 23, and all activities throughout the week of June 23 - June 28 are virtual on Zoom and ACB Media; listen from the comfort of your home, while at work, or while relaxing on your patio.
Here are LUA events you won't want to miss during virtual convention week; all times are Central Daylight Time:
Thursday, June 26
1:00 - 2:15pm LUA Presents the New DA2 Player and the NLS My Talking Books Smart Speaker Skill - Don Olson, Customer Service Specialist and Zhe Huang, Patron Education and Training Specialist, will familiarize us with the new DA2 talking book player which will shortly be available and will allow NLS patrons to download books directly from BARD. We will also learn about the My Talking Books smart speaker skill which gives a patron hands-free access to BARD through Amazon Alexa devices.
2:30 - 3:45pm LUA Presents the Journey from Print Book to Talking Book - Presenters from NLS detail the process a book goes through in its journey to becoming available as an audiobook on BARD.
Friday, June 27
1:00 - 2:15pm LUA Presents an Author Talk by a Survivor of the World War II Nazi Atrocities - Simone Arnold Liebster has been a lifelong advocate to ensure that future generations never forget past religious atrocities. She is active in promoting an environment where peace, tolerance and human dignity can flourish. The condensed version of Simone's book, Facing the Lion: Memoirs of a Young Girl in Nazi Europe, is available from Audible, narrated by the author. The full version is available on Bookshare. This promises to be a very moving and meaningful author presentation.
2:30 - 5:15pm LUA Business Meeting and Elections
Hybrid Events - The in-person convention will take place in Dallas, TX from July 4 - July 11. The week is filled with an amazing line-up of programs, workshops, exhibits, tours, and other events. If you can't travel to Dallas, you will be able to participate in many of the business meetings, programs, workshops and presentations via Zoom and ACB Media.
LUA will host two outstanding hybrid sessions from Dallas. Attend in person or via Zoom or ACB Media.
Tuesday, July 8
1:00 - 2:15pm LUA Presents Up Close and Personal with Talking Book Narrator Gary Tipton - Gary Tipton is a long-time narrator at the American Printing House for the Blind, and has read an amazing 789 books in all genres from cookbooks to fantasy.  Co-sponsored by the Braille Revival League and the American Association of Blind Teachers.
2:30 - 3:45pm LUA Presents A Q&A with the NLS Director
NLS Director Jason Broughton will bring us up to speed with happenings at NLS, and answer our questions about this most important service.
Pre-registration for the convention will open in mid-May. Browse the form to discover the many events that will be happening during convention week.
When you register for the convention, you will have a chance to make a donation to the special-interest affiliates of your choice. We hope you will make a $10 donation to LUA to support our expanding programs and advocacy from the Library Users of America. Every person who donates to LUA will be eligible to win our door prizes following the convention.

Passing of APH Narrator Lou Harpenau
Paul Louis (Lou) Harpenau, 89, Louisville
Paul Louis (Lou) Harpenau, 89, was called to his heavenly home on October 19, 2024. He passed away peacefully at home surrounded by his family.
Lou was born August 28, 1935, in Tell City, Indiana, to Nettie and Sylvester Harpenau. 
He was a wonderful husband - completely devoted to his wife, Marilyn (Vonderheide) Harpenau. He was also a loving son, brother, father, grandfather, uncle, cousin and friend to many.
Lou had been a professional narrator at the American Printing House for the Blind in Louisville and the Talking Books program for the Library of Congress for 48 years, from 1970 to 2018. He was also a broadcast news journalist and news director at WAVE-TV and Radio in the 1970s and 80s. Before coming to Louisville, Lou had been a monk at St. Meinrad Archabbey in southern Indiana in the 1950s and 60s. ...
Readers might wish to honor Lou Harpenau's memory by enjoying one or more of the 678 books narrated by him that are currently downloadable from BARD.


A Priceless Educational Family Library
by Janet di Nola Parmarter
This article highlights an outstanding international free educational family library app, with a five-star rating on the App Store. It is also available on the Amazon and Microsoft Stores and Google Play. For those interested in Bible topics, it has become an essential worldwide resource.
The number of languages the app supports has steadily increased since it debuted in 2013. A simple tap on the intuitive language drop-down menu allows users to read content in over 1,092 languages, or as said "in the language of their heart". The library also offers the ability to listen to audio publications in 330 languages, with more being regularly added.
Expansive Audio Collection - JW Library features audio recordings for 118 English publications, including books and brochures, audio dramas, dramatic Bible readings, music albums, and article series. Users can enjoy these recordings read by human narrators from various countries, or they can listen with accessibility tools like Voiceover or other screen readers.
JW Library also offers a collection of Bible-based videos with audio description, feature films, music, and audio dramas - all compatible with Voiceover.
Enhanced Accessibility for Blind and Low-Vision Users - Since January 2024, to make content more accessible, JW Library has included a dedicated Audio Description (AD) category. Currently, that category features 38 rows of topics, navigable using the Voiceover Rotor set to 'headings' with a simple one finger swipe down. To date, over 500 videos with audio description are available in English, with at least one video in 139 languages. Additionally, since the app's inception, JW Library has added descriptive text (ALT text) to most of the images in its digital content, following accepted accessibility standards.
Comprehensive Bible Study Resources - With a vast collection of books, brochures, and articles spanning over 70 years, JW Library enriches Bible reading and deepens scriptural understanding. The app includes publications for all ages and reading levels. Additionally, within the app, five Bible translations are available for download, including a Greek Interlinear Translation, allowing instant verse comparisons. Users can tap a verse number, swipe right to "parallel translations," and view a side study panel displaying the verse in all downloaded versions. Audio recordings for one or more Bible books are available in 201 languages for the New World Translation in modern English, while screen readers can read Bible text in around 500 languages.
User-friendly navigation features include bookmarks for saving specific verses or chapters for quick access, a history feature to quickly return to recently read content, a search tool to find words or expressions within publications, and easily adjust audio and video playback speeds.
For those who prefer physical media, a free NLS cartridge (for model DA1) or SD card for a Victor Reader is available. The audio cartridge contains 225 hours of pre-downloaded content from JW Library, including the entire Bible read by one thousand human narrators, books and brochures, music albums, Bible dramas, and audio described videos. This free cartridge does not need to be returned and is a valuable addition to any library. It can be requested by filling out the accessible form at www.JWBlindHelper.org/bltd 
With its extensive features, JW Library is more than just an app. It is a comprehensive resource for enjoyable Bible reading and spiritual enrichment, providing an accessible and engaging experience for readers of all backgrounds, all ages, and all reading interests.


Kelsey Corlett-Rivera, Librarian of Congress Award Winner
Submitted by Kim Charlson
January 17, 2025
Posted by: Neely Tucker
Kelsey Corlett-Rivera, an international language librarian for the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled, received a 2024 Librarian of Congress Award for expanding acquisition and discoverability of accessible books.
Tell us about your background.
I grew up on a ranch outside a small town in western Montana. I moved to Cambridge, Massachusetts, for college, where I completed my undergraduate studies at Harvard University, majoring in Spanish and Italian. I had my first library job there, barcoding books in the basement of the Harvard Law School Library.
After college, I worked as a translation project manager, first at the State Department and later in the private sector.
I returned to libraries through the Master of Library Science program at the University of Maryland, where I ended up working as a romance language subject specialist for a decade. For my last few years at UMD, I was also the head of the Research Commons, which provided specialized research support for faculty and graduate students.
What brought you to the Library, and what do you do?
I was interested in shifting away from academia but wanted to stay in the D.C. area. So, I had my eye on jobs at the Library before finally applying for my current role as an international language librarian with the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled.
My main job at NLS is selecting books in non-English languages (primarily Spanish, but also less widely spoken languages from Albanian to Zulu) to add to our collection in accessible formats like audio and braille.
NLS’ collection is similar to that of a large public library, so I mostly select popular reads and some informational books.
I also manage our exchange of accessible books across international borders under the provisions of the Marrakesh Treaty, an international agreement that facilitates such exchanges by organizations serving people who are blind, visually impaired or print disabled.
What are some of your memorable Library moments?
I was very proud to have been one of the primary organizers of a seminar this summer for the Libraries Serving Persons with Print Disabilities Section of the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions. LPD is made up of representatives from libraries and other organizations supporting people who are blind or print disabled.

NLS leveraged a Friends of the Library grant to sponsor attendance by library professionals from 16 developing countries, many of whom had never had the opportunity to attend an IFLA-LPD event. Overall, the seminar brought together nearly 200 in-person and virtual attendees from 37 countries.
I was also thrilled to receive a Librarian of Congress Award this past spring for my work on Marrakesh Treaty exchanges; it was great to be recognized as part of such an illustrious crowd!
What do you enjoy doing outside of work?
Currently, my main pastime is driving my kids (I have two boys, ages 7 and 11) to soccer. But I also enjoy camping, going to concerts, traveling as much as possible and reading sci-fi in my limited spare time.
What is something your co-workers may not know about you?
Through 4H, I showed my family's Angus cattle at the county fair every year when I was growing up!


Public Domain Spotlight: LibriVox
Editor's note: The following article, which was submitted by a reader, appeared on the Tech-Vi email list. David Goldfield's comments which appear before the actual article seem worth keeping.
From the Tech-VI list owner: - Librivox is a website containing human-narrated recordings of public domain books. The site does not require you to set up an account. Because these books are in the public domain, they can be freely distributed to anyone, regardless of whether or not the reader has a qualifying print disability. Anyone can access the site and download books. The recordings are in MP3 format. This means that they can be played on any device: talking book players, computers, smart phones etc. Even blindness-specific computers such as the BT Speak can play these books, as long as they play MP3 files.


Posted on March 10, 2025 
by Sean Dudley
Access to cultural heritage is not a luxury; it's a necessity. Founded in 2005, LibriVox stands out as a crucial resource, ensuring that our cultural heritage is freely and openly accessible. With its mission "to make all books in the public domain available, narrated by real people and distributed for free, in audio format on the internet," LibriVox brings thousands of texts to modern audiences in audio form. The site operates on a volunteer basis, with community members dedicating time to record and independently publish these works. Each audiobook is dedicated to the public domain upon publication, reinforcing free and unrestricted access to our cultural heritage and history.
LibriVox's open structure supports preservation and accessibility. All of the recordings from the site cost nothing, have no limitations on listening time, and are devoid of DRM with the availability to download and keep forever. These positives are especially crucial as more aspects of our digital lives come under tighter corporate controls. The Internet Archive also serves and preserves the digital files in partnership with LibriVox and its community. We host a LibriVox collection full of audios, ensuring these adaptations are accessible.
On a personal note, LibriVox has enriched my own experiences with literature. Their dramatic recordings of A.A. Milne's Winnie-the-Pooh and The House at Pooh Corner - complete with full casts - have brought these beloved stories to life in new and vibrant ways for your ears. These audiobooks have not only made revisiting my favorite texts more convenient but have also deepened my appreciation for these texts. They also have become a reliable companion, giving me something to listen to during insomnia-fueled nights of tossing and turning in bed. 
History and shared culture are worth preserving. LibriVox's mission helps to make that preservation more accessible, available, and engaging for us all. LibriVox works to utilize books provided by Project Gutenberg, an organization dedicated to making public domain texts available. Take some time to explore our LibriVox Collection and see what stands out to you. You might even find your next favorite book. Or, consider helping to build this rich collection by volunteering with Librivox. Happy listening.
This post is published with a CC0 Waiver dedicating it to the public domain.


To “B” or Not to B
by Linda Adams
In her book That Librarian (DB12434), Amanda Jones tells of her fight against banning books. As a middle school librarian in Louisiana, she agrees with parental concerns regarding books in school libraries. However, she is equally staunch in her position that public libraries must be the repository of books for citizens of all cultural, religious, political and social groups.
In 2022, the author spoke at a local public library board meeting in protest of banning books and quoted author Stephen Chbosky, "Banning books gives us silence when we need speech. It closes our ears when we need to listen. It makes us blind when we need sight." After this speech, Amanda Jones became the victim of numerous attacks on social media. In her book she describes how these attacks affected relationships with friends and neighbors.
As a heterosexual married Christian with children, she disputes the arguments that these books present any danger to the community.
Libraries are a source of invaluable information and education as I can personally testify. Three years ago, in an effort to understand why the letter “Q” had been added to the acronym "LGBT", I went to my library to look for an explanation. I found They/them/their: a Guide to Nonbinary and Genderqueer Identities, by Eris Young (DB97212) which provided informative definitions of  "gender dysphoria," and related terms. In the Fall, 2020 issue of the Ledger, I described a library as "My Best Friend", and she has never failed me.
While working on this article, I was drawn to re-read an old favorite of mine, Ray Bradbury's "Fahrenheit 451” (DB34963). In this 1953 classic, libraries no longer exist, books are burned and the government uses mass media to influence the populace. Some of Bradbury's science fiction has become reality, such as bluetooth earbuds and social media. The version of "Fahrenheit 451" on BARD includes Bradbury's Afterword and Coda written in 1979. He describes his love affair with libraries and, ironically, points out that this very book, which protested censorship and banning of books, became a victim of multiple editing changes made by the publisher without Bradbury's knowledge. In his Coda Bradbury wrote, "There is more than one way to burn a book. And the world is full of people running about with lit matches." As recently as 2006, parents of a high school student in Texas demanded that "Fahrenheit 451" be banned from the student's reading list.
What began as a simple book review has developed into much more, but it was a path I had to follow. I close with an excerpt from the February 2024 issue of the ACB Braille Forum: Cheryl Cumings, MCAC chair, wrote, "Yet, we are living in a time when many people are scared of books. Parents claim they are concerned about the messages books expose their children to. Politicians claim they write legislation banning books because they are responding to the concerns of their constituents. The really confident politicians make it clear that they are banning books because they disagree with the information in the books."


There and Back Again
by Paul Edwards
When access technology was very young, braille displays were beyond the means of most ordinary people whether we were employed or not. Computers were expensive, and a braille device such as a notetaker or braille display with a substantial cell count could cost more than a new car.
And then there was the Braille 'n Speak. I think it would be fair to suggest that the first mass market device for the blind was that one. It didn't have a braille display which made it less expensive. It had a braille keyboard which meant that it was tiny. When it first came out, it wasn't much more than a machine that would allow you to make lists and store information. Eventually it got more sophisticated and was joined by the Braille Lite which was $4,000, but was very popular in spite of the price because it was still streets and roads cheaper than its competition. More than that, people already knew how to use it and what it could do.
If we fast forward to 2025, the situation is amazing! Suddenly after thirty years, Blazie Technologies is back with a device that is comparable to the Braille 'n Speak. It does a lot more and, remarkably, isn't much more expensive. At well under $1,500, it harkens back to the good old days when Blazie revolutionized computing.
Two things are different now. First, whereas braille displays were beyond the reach of all but blind lottery winners in the 1980s, they are now available for free to blind United States citizens. The second difference is that there is competition. Orbit Research is selling the Orbit Speak for less than $600 and the Orbit Speak Plus for under $800.
In addition to the two speech only notetakers, there are two keyboards which can be used with smartphones that allow you to input information in contracted braille and control your phone as well. The Orbit Writer costs about $150 and the Hable One is under $200 from some vendors. Both, for the most part, let you keep your phone in your purse or pocket and just use their keyboards to get things done.
I do not think any of us can predict what the Orbit Speak and the device from Blazie Technologies will be able to do as they develop. They might not support BARD or audible because those formats may be too big for tiny machines to handle.
It is amazing that, at the same time as there is a plethora of devices coming on the market with braille keyboards, there are three hybrid devices that have QWERTY keyboards like the one on your computer or on your old typewriter.
In the late 1980s, for the first time, we had relatively inexpensive ways to use  portable notetakers. In 2025, we are at a place where there are a bunch of devices out there which will allow us to make some pretty amazing choices about what we want and how much we want to spend. The truth is that there has never been a time when people who are blind can do so much with technology at so small a cost. Our job as people who are blind is to explore the new technology and then embrace it! 


Final Thoughts
by Don Horn
"Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much." No organization embodies that quote from Helen Keller as much as the American Council of the Blind.
That's the thought that ran through my mind every time I sat down to work on this issue of The Ledger.
I have agreed to serve as editor, but this publication belongs to each one of you.
Almost all the material in this issue came from LUA members, and I hope to hear from even more of you in the future. I was thrilled to discover how many people volunteered to serve on the committee that will guide me as I go about this new job, and even more delighted after our first meeting.
Even so, I don't know very much about Ledger readers, and that needs to change if I am to succeed in this position.
I thought about sending out a questionnaire, but, after speaking with several folks, I decided that there are probably better ways to get input and ideas.
So, here's what I'll try: I will pose one question for your consideration in each issue of the magazine, and I will add a second question that is submitted by a reader. My questions will probably be directly related to the content of the publication, but you folks can feel free to pose general questions about genre preferences, reading habits etc. This will allow us to get to know each other, and it may also influence the content of the publication.
So ... here's your first question: why do you read The Ledger? What do you hope to get from it?
I look forward to hearing from many of you, and I will summarize the answers I receive in the next issue.

LUA Officers and Board Members
July 2024
President: Carla Ruschival, Louisville, KY; 2023/2025, first term
Vice President: Jane Carona, Silver Spring, MD; 2023/2025, first term
Secretary: Ralph Smitherman, Brandon, MS; 2023/2025, third term
Treasurer: Adam Ruschival, Louisville, KY; 2023/2025, eighth term
Board Members
· Rhonda Trott, Talladega, AL; 2024/2026, second  term
· Mary Haupt, Baton Rouge, LA; 2024/2026, second term
· Sheila Young, Orlando, FL; 2024/2026, first term
· Peggy Garrett, Missouri City, TX; 2024/2026, first term
· Linda Adams, Decatur, GA; 2024/2026, first term
Immediate Past President: Judy Wilkinson, San Leandro, CA
LUA Ledger Editor: Don Horn, N. Bellmore, NY
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