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[bookmark: _Toc164411921][bookmark: _Toc164414267][bookmark: _Toc164416999]Editor’s Page
By Deborah Armstrong

I hope you readers are putting on your thinking or should I say reading caps so we can have some great material for the post-convention issue of this very fine newsletter.
This time we hear from our regular contributors whose work is great but do we really want them to have all the fun?
Maybe you have a great library story to share. Or perhaps you’d like to tell us why you joined LUA. Or perhaps you have a letter to the editor about some library concern.
I’m particularly interested in helping people with a variety of spiritual faiths tell us about the library services they use for worship and study. This helps us recommend these libraries to friends who might be seeking those very services. 
So put your hands on the nearest keyboard and send me something.

[bookmark: _Toc164411922][bookmark: _Toc164414268][bookmark: _Toc164414795][bookmark: _Toc164417000]Zanagrams
By Ralph Smitherman

Zanagrams is a word puzzle game available from the app store. There is an initial free version. Each game has six clues; the clues are at random. Below the six clues you will find a grid of letter tracks. The letter tracks are in two- or three-letter combinations; for example, you might find er ing ent us. You will choose the corresponding track for the particular clue. Now you may ask what makes this puzzle interesting? Well this word game works with VoiceOver. When you are playing the game and you choose a particular letter track that track is taken off of the letter grid. Of course, you will have the option to purchase other puzzles; however, you can enjoy the free version until you complete all of the games. Some clues are easier than others. It is good to know that some app developers are making their products accessible! When you play you can also shuffle the letter grid. The free version contains two word puzzle categories namely Word Salad and Outer Space. If you enjoy word games you will like this one. 


[bookmark: _Toc164417001]Echo (2023) Third Generation Ear Buds: Sort of a Review 
By Paul Edwards

Some of you may be asking and perhaps you are right to ask: why is somebody reviewing ear buds in a Library Users of America magazine? There are basically three reasons. First iOS and Android phones can now play Audible and Bookshare books so it might be relevant to get some information about ear buds that work well and are not expensive. Second, these ear buds are specifically designed to work with the Alexa app. That means that in lots of use cases you can keep your phone in your pocket while being able to do a pretty large number of cool things. And last, there is talk of making BARD available through Alexa. If that happens, and field tests are going on now, these ear buds could be the cat's meow. As a bonus it's worth noting that these ear buds may give you the easiest access to ACB media channels, which is clearly a plus.
Well, I've taken a long time to persuade you there may be a reason for this review being here. Now I should tell you a little about my incompetence. I am not an audiophile. I did look at several reviews by folks who are, and in general these ear buds got goodish reviews. I don't think that any of the reviewers had a notion of what things we would value these ear buds for, but I am prepared to suggest that there is nothing inherently damning in any of the reviews I read. The biggest drawback of these ear buds, according to the reviewers, is their poor water resistance. They are rated at ipx2 which is very poor. So if you are an exercise freak or love walking in the rain, these buds may not be for you.
There are lots of different kinds of ear buds and they come in all sorts of shapes and sizes. Most wireless ear buds go all the way into your ear which means you can't hear much that's around you. These do not. Some reviews compared them to the original Apple Airpods which are a bit like the original iPhone earphones that you got free with early phones. They sort of go a little into the ear but not all the way. These seem to me to fit much better than the old devices and you get a silicone cover that seems to improve the fit! They are very lightweight (five grams) and seem very secure in the ear for me.
These ear buds only became available in May of 2023. They were listed at a price of $49.99 on Amazon. This is a fairly low price for ear buds that are fully wireless, use Bluetooth 5.2, and support several codecs. On Prime Day, I bought mine for $34.99 and suspect that these will go on sale at least occasionally. Battery life is around five hours. The charging case claims to hold three full charges. Fifteen minutes of charging gets you two hours of use. These figures are not stellar. You can do better at the same price.
Pairing is done in a different way than is usual with blue tooth ear buds in that you need to download the Alexa app from Amazon if you don't already have it. I think many of us have the app on our phones even if we don't use it much there. The installation is quick and easy and because the app is used you have a bunch of options that you typically don't have with other wireless ear buds. I will list four.
First you have an equalizer where you can adjust the sound of your ear buds. Second, you can connect your ear buds to two different devices at the same time. So you could have it connected to your phone and to your computer and go from one to the other. Third, you can customize the way your ear buds respond. By default your two ear buds do the same thing but you can change that. Fourth, once you get your ear buds up and running, you can if you wish turn Alexa off so they become more traditional ear buds.
From now on I am going to assume that you are set up and ready to fly. There are two ways you can use Alexa. You can speak to your device as you would to any other speaker immediately if the phone is in your pocket. So for example, immediately after putting in the ear buds, you could say "Alexa, play media one on acb media" and the ear buds will play ACB Main Stream for you. Each of the ear buds has a stem and a flat surface where the sound comes out. If you hold either one of these flat surfaces for about five seconds, you will hear a bing and can then say “play media One on ACB Media” without a wake word. This is how I do it because I have lots of echoes around the house.
You can use your phone as you normally would. For instance, you can open BARD, select a book and start reading it using the controls on your phone. You can use your buds to go forward, back, or to stop the book. You can use your voice to read an Audible book using Alexa. You are limited using Alexa to a maximum speed of 1.5, but you can use your phone to open audible on your phone and then speed up a lot more. I have not used the new Bookshare app so I can't say how well it works. I also have not used the Alexa Bookshare skill. I read Bookshare through Voice Dream Reader and that works fine with these ear buds.
I think that one of the elements I most appreciate about these ear buds is that they seem to switch seamlessly from using wi-fi at home to using data in the car. I can switch from a baseball game to music or to an Audible book without touching my phone. I can ask Alexa questions either using the wake word or by using the long hold. For me these ear buds seem to make using my phone much less cumbersome and allows me to have access to all the elements of Alexa that I am used to having available wherever I am. 
This does not purport to be an exhaustive review. I know there are ear buds that sound better than these do. In particular I know there are buds with more bass. I am happy with the sound however, and I am pretty fussy. I should perhaps mention that the case is charged using a USB c plug which is not supplied. You will need to have or buy both a cable and a charger. USB c devices are becoming so common that I suspect that most of us have one.
Thank you for letting me talk about a device that has significantly improved my access to reading and entertainment. I know that ear buds don't necessarily qualify for inclusion here but I am convinced that many of you will find these ear buds will change your reading as much as they have changed mine!
[bookmark: _Toc164411923][bookmark: _Toc164414269][bookmark: _Toc164414796][bookmark: _Toc164417002]
Learning a Lot with LUA Link
By Jane Carona LUA Link Chair

As you read this Library Users of America will have already held its first LUA Link zoom call for 2024 a training session on using the Humanware NLS e-reader.
LUA Link calls will be held every quarter on Zoom during the months of June, September, and December, 2024. The June call will feature the Zoomax NLS e-reader.
The LUA Link committee will be hard at work to bring you informative and interesting presentations during September and December, and on into 2025. Possible topics might include using Kindle, Hoopla Libby, Kanopy, or Audible.
If you have an idea of something you’d like to have LUA Link focus on, please feel free to contact me at jane.e.carona@gmail.com.
There are so many things to learn and participate in during our pursuit of the next great read and we’re eager to work with all LUA members to make this learning opportunity the best it can be.

[bookmark: _Toc164417003]Free Christian Resources Since 1943
by Brooke Pernice, Director of Outreach Lutheran Braille Workers

In 1943 the American radio program known as the Lutheran Hour sent out a plea for German Braille Bibles because Hitler had destroyed almost all material for the blind throughout the country. Helene Koehler a longtime Braille transcriber for the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod took it upon herself to learn German Braille and transcribed the whole Bible using a slate and stylus. Upon sending her first Bible to a German church she was asked how soon she could send more and decided to found an entire ministry devoted to putting Scripture into the hands of those who were blind and visually impaired beginning in Germany and spreading throughout the world. Her work is still remembered in Germany all of these years later. I have one friend who attended a school for the blind in Germany during the 1950's and remembers learning to read using one of Helene's early Bibles because they were some of the only Braille items available in the country even a decade later. 
Since then Lutheran Braille Workers has become the primary provider of braille and large print Bibles and other Christian materials anywhere. We have never charged for our materials and we never will. We are willing to send them to anyone with blindness or low vision anywhere in the world. At this point we have braille and large print available in over twenty languages. 
In English Braille we offer the New International Version of the Bible in Grade Two, and the English Standard Version in Unified English Braille. We offer a two-volume set called "Primary Bible Stories" in Grade One for children, but almost all of our Braille books are now in UEB. We provide a Bible pronunciation guide, Martin Luther's Shorter Catechism, the Lutheran Hymnal, a book of favorite hymns, Gospel songs, biographies of great missionaries, and booklets of sermons. We also have primarily single volume devotionals on subjects ranging from loneliness, to addiction, to marriage, to sharing the Christian faith with others, to seasonal prayers. The "Mustard Seed" devotionals are one of the more popular resources we offer. 
Almost all of the materials listed above are available in English large print, of which we have two varieties. Our standard large print is spiral bound in eighteen point font and printed on a cream colored paper to minimize any type of glare on the page. We have a different method for those in prison for whom low vision is one of the top three health concerns. Instead of a spiral binding which it is feared could be used as a weapon, our prison materials are bound with glue strips. While we use the same covers, each volume is fourteen point font due to often limited space. At this time, it is unfortunately necessary to print all prison material on white paper, but this does not appear to have diminished its demand in any way.
We have several free subscriptions available in braille and large print. We provide access to periodicals such as "Portals of Prayer", "The Lutheran Witness", and "Lutheran Women's Quarterly". You may also subscribe to receive a booklet of four Lutheran Hour sermons per month. We also have our own quarterly newsletter, a yearly calendar with tactile images, and Scripture texts for every month. 
Finally, we have recorded several audio books and periodicals over the years. While we no longer produce or distribute these ourselves, we have partnered with BrailleAudio, a ministry devoted to making free digital Christian resources available in this country and internationally. We estimate that several of our audio materials will be available through BrailleAudio no later than June, 2024. 
To find out more about the free audio materials please visit brailleaudio.org or call Rev. Tim Snyder at 919-635-1000. For more information or to request any free braille or large print material call Lutheran Braille Workers at 909-795-8977 and one of our staffers will be happy to help. You can also visit our website lbwloveworks.org where you will find full catalogs of our current production.
[bookmark: _Toc164411924][bookmark: _Toc164414270][bookmark: _Toc164414797][bookmark: _Toc164417004]
Looking Forward to the LUA 2024 Convention
By Brian Charlson, LUA Program Chair

This year’s Library Users of America convention will take place both in-person and on Zoom. You will get to take part in six total sessions, two in-person during the ACB Conference and Convention in Jacksonville, Florida, and four that will take place June 27 and 28, 2024.
We will once again get to listen to, and ask questions of, a wonderful talking book narrator, Mare Trevathan, who records at both Books to Life and Talking Book Publishers Inc. She is a perennial favorite and is likely to read a bit from a couple of her long list of NLS titles.
We will also get to hear from the Director of the National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled, Jason Broughton. He will update us on changes at the National Library Service and answer our questions on what we can expect in the years to come.
Both of these presentations will take place in-person and over the internet on Tuesday, July 9, as a part of the American Council of the Blind National Conference and Convention being held in Jacksonville.
On Thursday and Friday, June 27 and 28 participants can tune in virtually via Zoom or on ACB Media to listen to presentations, all having to do with accessing reading materials. There will be two back-to-back sessions beginning at 2:00 PM on Thursday, June 27, starting with a session on how you can access books, periodicals, videos, and more and how to work in collaboration with your local talking book library to enhance services.
Come learn how a “Friends of the Library” group in Florida has worked with their talking book library to support existing programming and to help finance fun and exciting new projects. How do they work together and what do they hope to achieve in the future.
In another session, you will learn how you might take advantage of your local public library to access services that could reduce your reliance on pay-to-play services to access books, music, videos and more. This session will include a short demonstration of the Libby online service offered by many public libraries around the country.
On Friday June 28 again starting at 2:00 pm, if you find yourself unwilling to wait for the next book in a series, or needing access to a niche title, you will find the session on where to go if you are willing to pay for the privilege to be a game changer. Whether you pay by the title, by the month, or through an annual membership fee, there are companies and organizations that can provide you with access beyond the free services you are already using.
On Friday June 28 at 3:30 pm, as with every LUA convention, there will be a business meeting where the membership will elect board members, consider resolutions, and hear reports from LUA members, who serve on library related committees. LUA is a membership organization and, therefore, we rely on our members to set the direction of our advocacy and programming. We invite you to come and be a part of our business meeting.
Now, it is up to you. Keep a lookout on all ACB lists, and in the pages of the ACB Braille Forum for additional information on the LUA program, and the activities taking place on ACB Media and at the 2024 Annual Conference and Convention. We hope to see you there.


[bookmark: _Toc164417005]Kanopy: Free Movies We Blind People Can Enjoy
By Deborah Armstrong

I typically find books more interesting than movies, even when there's audio description. In a book, I can fully immerse myself in the setting, get to know the characters, stay awake all night gripped by the plot. Movies seem high on action with a few phrases -- "he's pulling out a gun", "he's running down a narrow street", and there's just not enough words for me to get truly wrapped up in the story.
But I do love documentaries. Maybe it's because there's much more narration. For me, more words are always a goodness.
It's hard though, to find documentaries for free. They exist on PBS stations, but you can find even more on streaming services like Discovery Plus and, of course, on cable or satellite TV. Or you can subscribe to Netflix.
So, I was pleasantly surprised when I ran across Kanopy, a service growing in popularity, and offered by most libraries in major cities.
Kanopy streams thousands of movies, and the largest collection are documentaries. History, biography, education, science, and health -- it's all there for the watching. You can stream from any browser or use the Kanopy app which runs on Smart TVS, Roku, Android, Fire tablets, and, of course, iOS. 
And, it's expected these movies will be shared with your family, so the apps easily stream to a smart TV or a Smart device like Amazon, TV, Apple TV, or Chromecast. Besides the documentaries for adults, there's a great deal of programming for your kids.
If you have access to a college library, their offerings from Kanopy will be more academic, so in addition to films from PBS, Discovery, and the History channel, which you'll find at your public library. You will also find documentaries, plus art and independent films, created for niche audiences. For example, if I search for civil rights, popular documentaries on the topic appear in my public library's collection. But, the library at the college where I work, has thousands of educational series on this topic, because they are intended for student viewing, often as part of a class assignment.
College libraries set few limits on the number of movies you can stream per month, most public libraries have some limits, but they are liberal. For example, my local library allows 45 tickets per month. Most films consume two tickets.
For sighted folks there are plenty of films on art and photography. There are also some drama, romance, thrillers, sci-fi, horror, and TV series, plus instructional films on topics such as cooking, home maintenance, and exercise.
Unlike Hoopla, which I reviewed in the previous LUA Ledger, Kanopy does let you add an unlimited number of libraries to your account. Choose the main menu button, select account, and from there, you can either add or switch libraries. 
Both the website and apps are accessible, though you do have to scroll through movie listings that may not interest you. Captions for the hearing impaired are easy to enable, but there's no audio description. Movies can only stream: you cannot download them, but you don't have to wait to rent or borrow them either. All movies your library offers are available all the time.
Browsing through various subjects is fairly easy to do and you can read all about a film before watching it.
The apps are confusing to navigate, but can be used with the screen reading software on your device. I find it easier to search and add movies to my watchlist using the website, but with some exploration, all tasks can be performed using the Kanopy app.
So, if your family would like to watch something a bit different, you can have the pleasure of picking out the film for Friday's popcorn night and kick back with them to enjoy it without charging more to your credit card.


[bookmark: _Toc164417006]Summer Fun at my Local Library
by Mary Haupt

In 2014, I was a volunteer teacher at a public elementary school in Denham Springs, Louisiana. The guidance counselor there, who moonlighted at a public library to earn extra money, asked if I'd like to give a talk about blindness and braille in the library's children's room that summer. I was ecstatic!
That summer, and during six other summers since that time, I have given a program at the library entitled "Living without Sight: How Blind People SEE in Other Ways." This 60- to 90-minute presentation is designed for seven- to eleven-year-old sighted children, but other children, as well as parents and grandparents can also attend. This year, about 45 children and 20 adults were present.
I begin by explaining what "being blind" means and by discussing the various degrees of visual impairment. Following a short description of my educational
background and adult life, I give a brief overview of how blind people compensate for their lack of sight by using their other senses.
I then talk about the various ways blind people travel. A demonstration of the cane and sighted guide technique is followed by a short discussion on guide dogs and the proper etiquette to use in their presence. I complete the travel section by explaining how to offer help to a blind person and how drivers, by law, are required to yield the right-of-way, when they see an extended white cane or a guide dog.
Children find braille, the next topic on my agenda, fascinating. Each participant receives a braille alphabet card, and I guide the group through an exercise involving the braille cell, and the dot positions of several letters. After giving a brief biography of Louis Braille, I read them a few pages from a print-braille picture
book about him. I then show them the difference in size between a print novel like Charlotte's Web, and its braille equivalent. A demonstration of the Perkins Brailler and the NLS eReader ends the braille portion of the program.
At this point, I show the children a number of brailled items blind people might use: a calendar, a watch, a prescription bottle, playing cards, and a Bingo board. They also see some tactile items such as a Tic-Tac-Toe game and an American flag.
To illustrate how VoiceOver works on my iPhone, I place a phone call and send a text message. I show the group how an iPhone app helps me identify paper currency, how I organize those bills in my wallet, and how the tactile features of coins assist me in sorting them.
My formal presentation closes with pointers on how to interact with a blind person. Following this, each child receives a braille bracelet, and the participants are invited to get hands-on experience with some of the things I've shown them. During this time, each of them tells me his/her first name, which I braille
for them on an index card. I also answer any questions they or the adults have.
I love talking to these sighted children because they're so uninhibited and will ask anything that comes to mind. It's important to reach them before they are exposed to the general public's misconceptions about blind people. I hope this speaking opportunity will continue for a long time.


[bookmark: _Toc164417007]News from NLS: On the Move

After 57 years, NLS is—literally—on the move. It’s been 57 years since NLS—then known as the Library of Congress’s Division for the Blind and Physically Handicapped—moved from Capitol Hill to a former local government building at 1291 Taylor Street in far Northwest Washington, DC. 
Now NLS is going back home.
NLS has long been in discussions with Library of Congress leadership, Congress, and the Architect of the Capitol, about returning to Capitol Hill or other government-owned properties nearby. Last year, it was decided we would move to the third floor of the Library’s John Adams Building. (Read more about the Adams Building at www.loc.gov/visit/online-tours/john-adams-building.)
Before the move to 1291 Taylor Street in 1967, most of the Division’s staff worked in the Adams Building—then simply called the Annex. Its administrative offices were across Second Street Southeast in the Thomas Jefferson Building. The move became necessary after Congress expanded the Division’s mission in 1966 to include service to people with disabilities who cannot hold or turn the pages of a book. “We were screaming for space” an item in a December 1966 issue of the Division’s newsletter said “and with the expansion of the program and the resulting growth of staff and equipment it became all too necessary.” 
The move more than doubled the space available to the Division—which at the time also served as DC’s braille and talking book library, which is now located in downtown Washington at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library.
Moving NLS now is more than a matter of relocating its 100-plus staff members. The basement at 1291 Taylor Street holds 90 years’ worth of NLS circulating materials: braille books and music scores, records, cassettes, and digital cartridges. (Recently rediscovered among the collections: a near-pristine set of the very first “talking books” on 33⅓ RPM records, produced by the American Foundation for the Blind in 1934.) There are engineering labs for developing and testing equipment. And a recording studio, initially built in 1971 with funds from a bequest by one of the first talking book narrators.
The move is taking place in stages beginning with the Director’s office in early March. It's scheduled to be complete by the end of the summer—just in time for NLS to host the 2024 Biennial National Conference from September 10 through 12.
Being on Capitol Hill will give NLS opportunities to amplify its message by participating in Library programs and engaging with people we might not otherwise reach. It also will make it easier for us to work with members of Congress, consumer groups, and other federal agencies that serve similar audiences. 
Additionally, “the long-term savings from being back in a Library building, can be reinvested in service to our patrons, materials, and improved content delivery” Director Jason Broughton says. 
NLS staff members’ phone numbers and email addresses won’t change after we move, but please be patient if it takes us a little longer to respond to requests while we're unpacking. Before we turn out the lights at 1291 Taylor Street, we'll let you know how to address physical mail to make sure it reaches our new office efficiently.


[bookmark: _Toc164417008]Library Users Of America: 
Annual Business Meeting Minutes
Thursday, June 22, 2023

Zoom Platform
[bookmark: _Toc164411925]Roll Call:
All Officers and Board members were present except Board member Rhonda Trott. Several LUA members were in attendance.
[bookmark: _Toc164411926]Call To Order:
President Wilkinson called the meeting to order at 4:05 PM central time. 
[bookmark: _Toc164411927]Reading Of Minutes:
A motion was made and seconded to accept the business meeting minutes from 2022 as distributed.
The annual business meeting minutes from 2022 were adopted. 
[bookmark: _Toc164411928]Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer Adam Ruschival presented a comprehensive report. At present our total assets are: $25,113.82. Adam Ruschival made a motion to accept the report; Brian Charlson seconded the motion; the motion passed. 
[bookmark: _Toc164411929]Nominating Committee Report:
Chair Leslie Thom presented the report. She thanked Rhonda Trott and Mary Haupt for their assistance. The following slate was presented. 
· President: Carla Ruschival
· Vice President: Jane Carona
· Secretary: Ralph Smitherman
· Treasurer: Adam Ruschival
For President, Chris Hunsinger made a motion that we elect Carla Ruschival by acclamation; seconded by Terry Pacheco; the motion passed. Note: Carla is from Kentucky and is serving her first term. 
For Vice President, Sharon Strzalkowski made a motion to elect Jane Carona by acclamation; the motion passed. Note: Jane is from Maryland and serving her first term. 
For Secretary, Carol Francisco made a motion that Ralph Smitherman be elected by acclamation; the motion passed. Note: Ralph is from Mississippi and serving his third term. 
For Treasurer, Theresa Petrey made a motion that Adam Ruschival be elected by acclamation; the motion passed. Note: Adam is from Kentucky and serving his eighth term. 
Nominating Committee Chair Leslie Thom presented a list of four members who are interested in filling a one year Board position-since now Vice President Jane Carona has left said position. The list is:
· Connie Bateman
· Chris Hunsinger
· Penny Reeder
· Sheila Young
All nominees had the opportunity to express their interest in running for the one-year Board position. 
After the election process, Sheila Young was elected. 
[bookmark: _Toc164411930]LUA Ledger:
Deborah Armstrong is our LUA Ledger Editor and she hopes that people will continue to send in articles. 
[bookmark: _Toc164411931]Membership:
Carla Ruschival reported that currently we have 135 members for 2023 and 50 Life members of LUA. The current LUA dues are $12 per year per person; and $150 for a Life membership. We have three chapters namely California, Kentucky, and Texas. We have seven delegate votes for the ACB 2023 summer convention. 
[bookmark: _Toc164411932]
LUA 2023 Convention Delegates:
President Wilkinson is our delegate and Board member Leslie Thom is our alternate delegate. 
[bookmark: _Toc164411933]
Library Without Walls: 
Paul Edwards is the facilitator and he said that we meet on the third Wednesday of odd numbered months at 7:30 PM central time. Paul stated that LWW is a very successful project. Topics vary from gathering to gathering! All are welcome to attend. 
[bookmark: _Toc164411934]LUA Link:
President Wilkinson stated that programs are being developed for our LUA Link; stay tuned. 
[bookmark: _Toc164411935]LUA Website:
Brian Charlson reported that our web site is being designed. We will add content as appropriate. 
[bookmark: _Toc164411936]President’s Comments:
President Wilkinson expressed confidence in our Board. 
[bookmark: _Toc164411937]
LUA Summer 2023 Convention Program:
There are four sessions scheduled for the program this year. 
[bookmark: _Toc164411938]
LUA Summer Convention Door Prizes:
LUA has donated two $25 door prizes for the ACB Summer 2023 convention. 
[bookmark: _Toc164411939]Large Print:
It was noted that large print is classified as 14 point or larger. 
[bookmark: _Toc164411940]Adjournment:
We stood adjourned at 5:17 PM central time. 


[bookmark: _Toc164411941][bookmark: _Toc164414271][bookmark: _Toc164414798][bookmark: _Toc164417009][bookmark: _Toc164411942][bookmark: _Toc164411943][bookmark: _Toc164414272][bookmark: _Toc164414799]Library Users Of America
Officers And Board Members
July 2023

President: Carla Ruschival
Kentucky
2023/2025 first term 
Home: 502-897-1472
Cell: 502-303-7042
Email: carla40206@gmail.com

Vice President: Jane Carona
Maryland
2023/2025 first term
Home: 301-598-2131
Cell: 301-922-2994
Email: jane.e.carona@gmail.com

Secretary: Ralph Smitherman
Mississippi
2023/2025 third term 
Home: 601-825-8076
Cell: 601-672-0973
Email: redbird26@bellsouth.net

Treasurer: Adam Ruschival
Kentucky
2023/2025 eighth term
Home: 502-897-1472
Cell: 502-303-7078
Email: carla40206@gmail.com
[bookmark: _Toc164411944][bookmark: _Toc164414273][bookmark: _Toc164414800][bookmark: _Toc164417010]
Board Members:
Rhonda Trott
Alabama
2022/2024 first term 
Cell: 256-493-9137
Email: rhondatrott@outlook.com

Mary Haupt
Louisiana
2022/2024 first term
Home: 225-928-4425
Cell: 225-615-4738
Email: maryhaupt@icloud.com

Theresa Petrey
Arkansas
2022/2024 first term
Cell: 501-246-1974
Email: theresampetrey@aol.com

Leslie Thom
California
2022/2024 second term
Home: 916-429-8201
Cell: 916-995-2135
Email: thomleslie37@gmail.com

Sheila Young
Florida
2023/2024 first term partial
Home: 407-425-9200
Cell: 321-663-8893
Email: sheilayoung125@att.net

Immediate Past President: Judy Wilkinson
California
Home: 510-357-1844
Cell: 510-388-5079
Email: jwilkins@panix.com
LUA Ledger Editor:

Deborah Armstrong
California
Home: 408-956-9387
Cell: 408-921-5957
Email: armstrongdeborah@deanza.edu

Respectfully and humbly submitted by Secretary Ralph Smitherman. 
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