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President's Message

LUA: We Have Just Begun

Join Us in our Advocacy, So That All May Read

Paul Edwards, President

We have just begun the third leap year of the present century. I am amazed about how much has happened in the field of libraries for people who are blind already this century. You will probably be glad that I do not propose to review all that has happened. Instead I want to consider for a while what the changes have meant to Library Users of America. I would suggest that some of what has happened has not been good for our organization. And yet ...

Library Users of America was formed at a time when there were not a lot of reading options for people who were blind. We began before Bookshare or Web-Braille and BARD was not even on the horizon. Cassettes were a relatively new thing and public libraries, by and large, didn't want to know much about blind people. After all, "they have talking books", they said. The Apple IIe was the computer most people were using if they were blind and many of us were reading books with optacons. Kurzweils were colossi that lived in libraries and cost $50,000. Goodness, those were the days.

To a degree, as well, LUA was formed to provide another means of providing "input" to NLS (the National Library Service). I think it would not be inaccurate to suggest that there were elements that our members felt needed attention there. Braille books were precious and rare and we could expect to wait at least six months before a book our non-blind friends were reading became available to us.

How the world has changed! I promised I would not catalog changes and I won't. You all know what they are. What should LUA be advocating for? There are more books in accessible format than we can ever use. Public libraries are distributing audio books and accessible eBooks and the law says their web sites need to be accessible to us. Scanners and even scanning software is much cheaper than it was and much more accurate. Blind people have virtually unlimited access to reading materials now and things are getting better every year! And yet ...

There are still lots of formats of books appearing on the web that cannot be read by blind people. Many people have no idea about what book resources are out there or how we can get them as blind people. Not all at NLS is golden. We need to continue to insist on being a part of new developments and initiatives.

When I attended the White House Conference on Libraries and Information Services (I think that is what it was called) in 1990, there were those speaking who were certain that libraries as we know them would be gone by 2050. Local branches of public libraries are closing now. Subregional Talking Book Libraries are disappearing in droves. At colleges, computers are replacing books and paper collections are shrinking. If print books gradually go the way of the dodo and are replaced by portable electronic readers, can braille books be far behind? We seem to be getting closer to the point where braille displays will actually be affordable by many blind people. We are not there yet but the cost of displays is down forty percent over the past five years and that is significant.

So, where does this leave LUA? I think it leaves us with lots to do. We need to become evangelists of the new and protectors of the old. We need to be sure that we speak for those who can use the new but also for those who can not. There is still much that needs our advocacy as well. The laws say our rights are protected. Reality says that far too many library-like resources are inaccessible and there are more and more search engines that are becoming less and less friendly because of their use of graphics and Java scripts. Libraries are where we get information and do research. If more and more of those options are moving to the Internet, we must make sure our needs are considered. We need to be sure that online instruction and access to information for our blind children and youth are protected and maintained. Florida and other states are requiring students to take online courses and many vendors of such courseware know little and care less about access. Even if some of us do not know how to use all the new sources for books, we must be sure that the next generation of students are experts.

At the state and local levels, we must become the advocates of libraries. If the infrastructure of libraries collapses, our talking book program will find it very hard to survive. Our program is only tenable if there are state libraries that offer the space and staffing that our members need if they are to retain optimal services. Our efforts must also try to save subregional libraries where our needs get a local face. They are often the only entities that work to make sure that public libraries are concerned with our needs at all.

There is a lot for us to do, then. It is a different stewardship but no less vital. Will you help us refocus, re-energize and recommit to the new imperatives that face blind users of libraries? I hope so. We need you and our country and the world needs Library Users of America!

[Editor's Note: The cassette version of "The LUA Ledger" has been replaced by a CD version. If you prefer to receive this issue and future issues in braille, large print or via email contact Judi Cannon at the Perkins Braille and Talking Book Library at 617-972-7646 or judi.cannon@perkins.org and a replacement copy will be sent immediately.

Nursery Rhymes and a New Era

The LUA Program for 2012

Paul Edwards

Library Users of America has, as usual put together a program that we think will be exciting for our members. On Monday we will start by hearing from Karen Keninger who is the newly hired Director of the National Library Service. Karen is blind and has worked in VR as well as heading up a regional library in Iowa. It just will not seem the same with out Mr. Cylke!

We also hope to hear from a regional librarian from Indiana which is close to Louisville. At our business meeting we will be electing officers and we already know that we will need some new people. I also hope we can hear from folks who worked on NLS groups last year to talk about the NLS responses.

On Monday evening at 4:45, Brian Charlson will be presenting on reading books with i-devices. I will be facilitating that presentation but  am very much a neophyte in this area. I am excited, though, to hear about the new version of the Bookshare app, the app for Learning Ally which used to be Recording for the Blind and other available options.

On Tuesday, our Book Market will once more open for business. We already know that we will have at least eighty books there and perhaps some CDs as well. That will happen at 5:45 on Tuesday and will be ably organized by Peggy Garrett, our Secretary, and Adam Ruschival, our Treasurer.

Our second general session this year is a joint one with the Braille Revival League and the National Association of Blind Teachers. It starts as does our Monday session at 1:30. Wednesday offers us a chance to meet our NLS narrators who, this year, are, for the first time, a father and daughter team from the American Printing House, Jack and Jill (hence the nursery rhyme) Foxx.

I have enjoyed books read by both of these talented people and I am looking forward to hearing from both of them. There are still a few gaps in our program but we know that our One Book One ACB this year is written by a Massachusetts blind man who became a school principal.  

Check out the book description elsewhere in this issue of "The LUA Ledger."

I am looking forward to what I believe will be an exciting LUA program.  

Report on the September 2011

NLS Audio Equipment Advisory Committee Meetings

Penny Reeder

January 23, 2012

I attended the meetings of the National Library Service (NLS) National Audio Equipment Advisory Committee from September 14-16, 2011. I found the meetings enjoyable and felt that representatives from the NLS were respectful, interested, and willing to consider the recommendations of our committee. The best news that I heard at these meetings was an announcement that the NLS plans to develop an app for use on iOS and Android Smartphones for downloading and reading talking books and that they hope to make this app ready for use by the beginning of the coming fiscal year, i.e., by October 1, 2012. The NLS didn't compile or distribute a report detailing their response(s) to recommendations that had been made by the 2010 Audio Equipment Advisory Committee until the first day of this year's meeting, nor have I seen a report on the latest meeting coming from the NLS as of this date. Librarians, telephone pioneers, and consumers all three noted this lack of follow-up by the NLS among their recommendations for this year.

Below are the recommendations that our Consumers' Committee made to the NLS on the last day of our meeting:

1. We recommend that magazines be added to the "Recently Added Books" page on BARD.

2. We recommend that a feature be added to BARD allowing users to sign up for e-mail notifications about newly added magazines. This notification would be selectable for each magazine and would use the user's log-in e-mail address.

3. We recommend that an article be published in "Talking Book Topics" requesting that patrons review their current cassette magazine subscriptions and encouraging them to contact their library to cancel any magazines in which they are no longer interested.

4. We recommend that an article be published in "Talking Book Topics" on how to access BARD.

5. We recommend that an article be published in "Talking Book Topics" on how to use the NLS player's bookshelf feature.

6. We recommend an article be published in "Talking Book Topics" on what Open Library is and how to access it.

7. When magazines are published on cartridges that must be returned, we recommend that at least six cartridges be allowed to be kept by patrons before magazines are suspended.

8. We recommend that magazines be mailed in a regular cartridge container and that it be a different color from the ones used for mailing books.

9. In order to accommodate the navigation of magazines on a standard player, we recommend that NLS instruct producers to include the tag that instructs the player to use Level 2 as the default navigation level.

10. We recommend that in the interest of expediency, the NLS initially design a Player-Only app for iOS and Android devices. At a later date the possibility of expanding the application to allow direct downloading should be considered.

11. We ask the NLS to pursue an R&D project to develop books using synthetic speech. These should be books that are not normally being recorded by human voice.

12. We recommend that braille files be offered as zip files on BARD but that individual volumes still be made available in "Braille Book Review" and the NLS catalog.

13. Once Web-Braille is merged into BARD, the files should be prefixed as "DB" for audio and "BR" for braille.

14. In search results on BARD, users should have the choice to have audio, braille, or both types of books displayed in the results.

15. We recommend that, whenever braille and audio books appear on the same page in BARD, audio books be listed first, followed by braille books. There should be a navigational link at the top of the page, allowing the user to go directly to the braille books. But, in cases where mingling of media does occur, braille books should be listed with the letters, "BR" preceding the title for quick identification. 

16. We recommend that a mechanism be developed for NLS players to allow users to enable and disable the time announcement when Rewind and Fast-Forward are tapped.

17. We encourage the NLS to revisit the size dimensions of the remote control. We believe the current design will not be a popular accessory.

18. We recommend that the recommendations from this committee and NLS responses be provided in a more timely manner. Last year's responses were not distributed until a year after the meeting.

19. We wish to express appreciation to the NLS staff, especially Lloyd Rasmussen, Judy Dixon, and Carolyn Proctor, for their assistance during our deliberative process.

I want to add that Judy Dixon and others expressed a hope that downloadable Web-Braille books would be added to BARD "soon." Dixon said that there are a number of logistical questions still to be answered, and although I was hopeful that braille books would be included by the end of 2011, I note their continued absence.

Finally, I want to thank LUA for recommending me as your and ACB's representative to these meetings. I hope to provide similar assistance in the future.

The NLS Response to Recommendations from the 2011

Collection Development Advisory Committee

Katherine Schneider, Ph.D.

[Editor's Note: We found this message from Dr. Schneider posted on db-review, one of the blindness lists featuring information about accessible books and BARD.] 

As one of your representatives on the Collection Development Advisory Group for the National Library Service, I'd like to provide you with this executive summary of the NLS's responses to the recommendations we made to them at our May meeting. I've limited it to things that they say will probably happen in 2012. Because of budget issues we will not meet face to face in 2012, but are certainly open to your input.

Feel free to forward this info.

In 2012 look for:

— a new NLS director (hiring process is proceeding now);

— a revised and updated circular on Bibles, Scriptures and other holy writings;

— BARD website searchable by academic grade level;

— BARD website searchable for locally produced materials like magazines that have passed NLS quality standards and are available for download;

— a representative to the Collection Development Advisory Group who represents disabilities other than visual impairment.

Now for the question of every dedicated reader: "How do I get more of what I want in the format I want it and when I want it? The best way to make requests is still through your network library. The librarians there may be able to help you find that wanted book from another source and/or can combine your request with other similar requests for forwarding to NLS. Call them, write them, e-mail them—they'd be glad to try to help. Unfortunately the bottom line remains nobody gets everything they want. But in these times of doing more with less, I continue to be pleasantly surprised with how much is available somewhere somehow.

Keninger Named NLS Director

at Library of Congress

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

101 INDEPENDENCE AVE. S.E.

WASHINGTON D.C. 20540

Press Contact: Jennifer Gavin, 

(202) 707-1940

jgav@loc.gov 

February 13, 2012

Karen Keninger Appointed Director of the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped

Librarian of Congress James H. Billington today announced the appointment of Karen A. Keninger as director of the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS), effective March 26, 2012. Keninger succeeds Frank Kurt Cylke, who retired from federal service on February 28, 2011.

"Ms. Keninger's qualifications and experience are superb for this position," said Billington in announcing the appointment. "She has demonstrated leadership and strategic thinking throughout her career." Since 2008, Keninger has been the director of the Iowa Department for the Blind, a leading provider in the United States of vocational rehabilitation and independent-living programs and library services for blind and visually impaired individuals. Keninger was selected from an impressive pool of candidates following an extensive search process that began last year.

"Keninger is no stranger to the NLS program," Billington noted. "She is a highly respected administrator and a leader in the NLS library network." As director of the Iowa Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped for eight years, from 2000-2008, Keninger managed the statewide library program, the machine-lending agency, instructional materials center, braille production, and audio production units. Keninger's initiatives included the planning and implementation of a new, in-house digital recording program with a state-of-the-art recording studio and a corps of volunteers to expand and transform the state's audio-production program.

"Keninger has a proven track record of collaboration and innovation," said Billington. She served on the Digital Long-Term Planning Group established by NLS in 2001 to guide planning for the now successfully completed digital talking book transition, and on the successor Digital Transition Advisory Committee. She led the transition in Iowa from analog to digital talking books and players and was successful in securing funds for the digital conversion of locally-produced talking books. She is a daily user of the full range of information technologies for the blind and visually impaired, including Web-Braille, digital talking book machines and books, and online download services.

Throughout her career, Keninger has established and maintained effective working relationships with a broad range of individuals and organizations at the national, state, and local levels. Keninger was elected 2012 president of the National Council of State Agencies for the Blind. From 2002-2008, she served as chair of the Consortium of User Libraries.

Keninger holds a bachelor's degree in journalism from Drake University in Iowa and a master's degree in English, business and technical writing from Iowa State University. She completed graduate courses in library and information science at the University of Iowa. 

The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS) in the Library of Congress administers the talking-book and braille program, a free library service available to residents of the United States and its territories and American citizens living abroad whose low vision, blindness, or physical handicap makes reading regular print difficult. Through its national network of regional libraries, NLS mails digital audio players and books and magazines—in audio and in braille—directly to enrollees at no cost. Music instructional materials are available in large-print, braille, and recorded formats. Select materials are also available online for download. More information is available at www.loc.gov/nls/ or 1-888-NLS-READ (1-888-657-7323).

Michael Hart, Inventor of the ebook, Dies at Age 64

Project Gutenberg began life in 1971 after Hart was given free use of University of Illinois computers

Alison Flood

guardian.co.uk

Thursday 8 September 2011

[From: http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2011/sep/08/michael-hart-inventor-ebook-dies/print]

Project Gutenberg founder Michael Hart, who created the first ever ebook after deciding on a whim to type the US Declaration of Independence into a computer, has died at home in Urbana, Illinois, aged 64.

In 1971, Hart was given extensive computer time by the operators of the Xerox Sigma V mainframe at the University of Illinois. Not wanting to waste the opportunity, he pondered carefully what to do with his time. "I happened to stop at our local IGA grocery store on the way. We were just coming up on the American Bicentennial and they put faux parchment historical documents in with the groceries. So, as I fumbled through my backpack for something to eat, I found the US Declaration of Independence and had a lightbulb moment. I thought for a while to see if I could figure out anything I could do with the computer that would be more important than typing in the Declaration of Independence, something that would still be there 100 years later, but couldn't come up with anything, and so Project Gutenberg was born," he said in an interview in 2002.

Today, Project Gutenberg is one of the largest collections of free ebooks in the world.

"What allowed me to think of this particular use for computers so long before anyone else did is the same thing that allows every other inventor to create their inventions: being at the right place, at the right time, with the right background. As Lermontov said in The Red Shoes: `Not even the greatest magician in the world can pull a rabbit out of a hat if there isn't already a rabbit in it`” said Hart in 2002. "You have to remember that the internet had just gone transcontinental and this was one of the very first computers on it. 

"Somehow I had envisioned the net in my mind very much as it would become 30 years later. I envisioned sending the Declaration of Independence to everyone on the net ... all 100 of them ... which would have crashed the whole thing, but luckily Fred Ranck stopped me, and we just posted a notice in what would later become comp.gen. I think about six out of the 100 users at the time downloaded it."

Hart began to type and scan other texts: 100 by 1993, 1,000 by 1997—in 1998 he told _Wired magazine that "20 or 30 years from now, there's going to be some gizmo that kids carry around in their back pocket that has everything in it—including our books, if they want"—and 10,000 by 2003. Today, with the help of hundreds of volunteers, Project Gutenberg offers readers access to 36,000 free ebooks, in 60 different languages and a range of formats. Run completely by volunteers, its mission is "to encourage the creation and distribution of ebooks". "One thing about ebooks that most people haven't thought much is that ebooks are the very first thing that we're all able to have as much as we want other than air," Hart wrote in July 2011. "Think about that for a moment and you realize we are in the right job."

A tribute to Hart, posted on Project Gutenberg by Dr. Gregory B. Newby, says that he "left a major mark on the world". "Michael is remembered as a dear friend, who sacrificed personal luxury to fight for literacy, and for preservation of public domain rights and resources, towards the greater good," said Newby. "The invention of ebooks was not simply a technological innovation or precursor to the modern information environment. A more correct understanding is that ebooks are an efficient and effective way of unlimited free distribution of literature. Access to ebooks can thus provide opportunity for increased literacy. Literacy, and the ideas contained in literature, creates opportunity."

Hart is survived by his mother Alice and his brother Bennett.

Library in Utah Lending

"Human Books"

Dennis Johnson

[From: http://mhpbooks.com/48333/library-in-utah-lending-human-books/]

A novel idea at the library at Utah State University's Merrill-Cazier Library has them lending something in addition to novels. According to a report from the Ogden, Utah Standard Examiner, the library has instituted a "human book" program. That's right, you can check out an interesting human to tell you about their interesting selves as part of the "Human Library" program organized by reference librarian Anne Hedrich.

Among the "books" you can find—seated on "shelf seats" in the reading room—are Mormon Turned Pagan, Female Gamer, Top Ramen for the (Mature) College Student's Soul, and Leaving ED (Eating Disorders) Behind. Tim Wright, whose "title" was Extreme Weather Chaser, was "checked out four times during his two-hour session Tuesday."

Librarian Hedrich tells the paper that "the goals of the Human Library event are to open dialogues between people who may think they are different." Thus, she "sought out volunteers to represent different ethnicities, religions, nationalities, occupations, characteristics and hobbies."

One example: Abbas Also Sharif and Roula Bachour, of Logan, presented themselves as a book on their homeland, Lebanon.

"It is exciting to be part of this," said Also Sharif, 29. "We had never heard of a human library before."

"We are a two-volume book with two points of view," Bachour, 30, said with a laugh. "People have asked me whether Muslims and Christians can live together, and about the tension."

The report ends tantalizingly, saying, "USU's Human Library project is part of a larger movement founded in 2000." But it says nothing more.

Can anyone out there fill us in on this charming "movement"?

Town of Clinton, NY Opens "America's Littlest Library"—in a British Phone Booth

Rocco Staino

Sep 9, 2011

The Town of Clinton in New York's Hudson Valley recently christened a bright red British telephone kiosk as "America's Littlest Library." The Book Booth, a branch of the Clinton Community Library houses about 100 books and is part of the library's book exchange program.

For under $1,000, the library's Friends' group created the branch library from the classic British telephone booth. The idea came from Claudia Cooley, a library Friend, who was familiar with the recent British trend of transforming no longer used booths into art galleries, toilets, and, in one case, a pub. Cooley envisioned upcycling the booth, which had long stood outside a local café, as a way to bring together a community that does not have a town center.

The town of 4,000, halfway between New York City and Albany, is served by three fire districts and four school districts and is divided by the Taconic Parkway. "There is no town center and the library is the place where the community gathers," says library director Terry Sennett. "We hope that the Book Booth will spark a sense of community in our town."

In fact, the project already has brought the town together. A local auto body shop volunteered to paint the weathered booth its traditional red and a local carpenter built the shelves. The booth sits outside the Wild Hive Farm Café, whose owner, Don Lewis, plans to house the cookbook exchange section inside his restaurant. Also, local children's book author/illustrator Peter McCarty, whose Henry in Love (HarperCollins, 2010) was named one of the Best Illustrated Books for 2010, designed the logo for the branch. Fifty townspeople attended the Labor Day Weekend ribbon cutting for "America's Littlest Library." (The term "littlest" is used because a library in Norman, AR, claims the title "smallest.") Since its opening the library has seen the books in the "opening day collection" change, indicating that people are exchanging books. 

The initial collection consisted of popular fiction, children's titles, and how-to.

The Book Booth has embraced social networking, too. It has designed a QR code that brings people to its Facebook page. With 154 friends, it now outnumbers the Clinton Community Library Facebook page. And its 124 followers on Twitter (@thebookbooth) hail from around the world. The telephone booth was brought from England by town residents David and Jeanie Bean for use outside their British Tea Room, which they ran in town in the 1990s. The Beans met while both were appearing in a London production of West Side Story. The booth is a Kiosk 8 (K8) model designed by Bruce Martin in 1965 (the same year as the founding of the Clinton library). It was considered a masterpiece of industrial design but only 12 remain as working phone boxes.

One Book, One ACB

Marcia Dresser

For the past few years, Library Users of America has made book discussion a part of its annual program at the ACB conference and convention. This year, we will be reading The Blind Advantage by Dr. William (Bill) W. Henderson. Just released last October, the book is available in braille or Web-Braille, on cartridge, or as a digital download. 

Dr. Henderson grew up in Connecticut and was diagnosed with retinitis pigmentosa as a teenager. At the age of 24, after completing his first year as a Boston middle school teacher, Henderson was advised by a retina specialist to "get out of education" because he would probably lose his sight in the next several years. Undaunted, Henderson continued teaching, honing his craft, and eventually became principal of the Patrick O'Hearn Elementary School in Boston. (Upon his retirement in 2009, the school was renamed the William W. Henderson Inclusion Elementary School in his honor.)

The Blind Advantage chronicles how Henderson, his staff, and the community transformed a typical elementary school. At the Henderson School, approximately one-third of the students have intellectual, physical, or cognitive disabilities. Henderson envisioned a school that would challenge all students to do their best, whether that entailed reaching an academic goal or a goal on an individualized education plan. In the book, Henderson talks about ways his disabled and non-disabled students were able to assist each other. He told his students, "We all need help sometimes. But we also all have a responsibility to be helpful." As a result of this successful model of inclusiveness and collaboration, he says, "Our school became one of the best schools academically." 

The Blind Advantage is written with candor, sensitivity, and humor. You'll laugh, you'll cry, and you'll be inspired as you read Henderson's story and the experiences of his students. 

I live in the Boston area, and I've had the pleasure of knowing Bill Henderson for several years. I'm delighted to tell you that Bill will be joining us in Louisville! He's eager to discuss his book, education in the 21st century, and anything else that might come up. I hope to see many of you on Wednesday, July 11, at 3:00 PM for the 2012 edition of One Book, One ACB.

Here are the details about the book. The Blind Advantage: How Going Blind Made Me a Stronger Principal and How Including Children With Disabilities Made Our School Better for Everyone by Bill Henderson is available as BRM1454 (braille or Web-Braille) and DBM1266 (cartridge or digital download). The book was produced by the Perkins Braille and Talking Book Library. Your NLS cooperating library can get it for you through interlibrary loan.

Perkins SHELF Project Offers Free Book Downloads: Audio Books from Perkins Braille and 

Talking Book Library Are Now Online

The Perkins Braille and Talking Book Library is the first in the nation to offer patrons the SHELF Project, a new download service for digital audio books produced at Perkins own recording studio on the Perkins School for the Blind campus in Watertown, MA.

The SHELF Project (SHared ELectronic Files) provides an online catalog of locally-recorded digital audio books, plus the capacity to download and play them on a variety of devices available to eligible Library patrons. ...

Massachusetts is the first state to make its locally-produced audio books available on the national SHELF Project developed by Keystone Systems. Other libraries' content

will soon come onboard and users will have access to that content in addition to Massachusetts titles. Talking book versions of national best-sellers and other high-demand books are available through the Library's affiliation with the Library of Congress in Washington, DC. Books by local authors and titles of particular interest to Massachusetts

readers are recorded by volunteer narrators at Perkins Watertown recording studios.

Using the Perkins SHELF Project, patrons can browse the collection and download a desired title immediately. "We at Perkins Braille and Talking Book Library are

very excited that this is the first library to make locally-recorded titles available to borrowers for download through Perkins SHELF," says Kim Charlson, Library Director. "We worked with Keystone Systems, the provider for our Library's automation system, to incorporate this functionality into our already existing online catalog for user convenience."

Keystone Systems, Inc., in Raleigh, N.C. is a leading provider of software and services for libraries with distinctive needs. "The SHELF Project will be a repository for sharing locally recorded titles from across the country. The fact that Perkins has taken the lead on the SHELF Project will be instrumental to its success. Without their expertise, feedback, input and support, it would not have been possible to launch such an ambitious program," says James Burts, Executive Vice President, Keystone Systems. States that have already committed to putting their titles on SHELF include Utah, Idaho, Colorado, Missouri, Vermont, Maryland, plus the Braille Institute of America in southern California. Several other states will soon add their locally-produced titles to the SHELF Project. More than one thousand titles will be available for Perkins and other states' libraries on the service. 

[Editor's Note: Please contact your own library for further information]

A Message from Learning Ally

Annemarie Cooke

Learning Ally, for whom I continue to work as a marketing consultant, has initiated some cool audio tutorials for using 

its new download manager and download process for its DAISY digital audio books. I invite you to try them out and let us know how they work for you.

A special reminder: If you had been a member of what was Recording for the Blind prior to 1995, we promised you free lifetime membership (ah, the good old days of federal funding!) So, if you haven't used the new Learning Ally, we invite you to re-up if you are one of us legacy members and give the downloadable books a try.

In addition, while there is an annual membership fee for brand-new members, Learning Ally offers a fee waiver for those who need it and complete a hardship-based fee waiver request form. For more information, check the website, www.learningally.org. ...

Please circulate this information as you see fit.

Announcing a New Website:

Paths to Literacy for Students Who Are

Blind or Visually Impaired

Jim Allan

Accessibility Coordinator and Webmaster

Texas School for the Blind and

Visually Impaired

Take a look at http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/.

This website is the result of a joint project between Perkins School for the Blind and Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired (TSBVI). By combining our resources and expertise, we hope to assist educators and families in the quest to provide literacy experiences for children who are blind or visually impaired.

The information on this site ranges from a basic overview of literacy to various stages of development and special challenges, as well as an exploration of different media (print, braille, auditory strategies).

We encourage you to add your ideas and questions, so that this will be an interactive hub of resources.

Check out the site map at http://www.pathstoliteracy.org/site-map to see the range of information covered.

Thank you for spreading the word about this resource.

Further Reading:

Posthumous Publishing

[From: http://www.shelf-awareness.com/readers-issue.html?issue=33 m718]

This week's Further Reading highlights a new book whose author is, sadly, no longer able to participate in its release. John Moynihan wrote The Voyage of the Rose City: An Adventure at Sea (Spiegel and Grau) (NA) with no thought of publication in mind—the contents are his journals and sketches from a year spent with the Merchant Marines traveling from New Jersey to Japan.

Moynihan's father, the late New York Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan, himself a U.S. Navy veteran, was leery when his son announced he was leaving Wesleyan his junior year to work on a freighter. However, his mother was an avid sailor and sympathized with her son's yearning to experience hard work on the open seas. It was Elizabeth Moynihan who ultimately made the decision to publish her son's account of his travels after his sudden death in his early 40s.

Everyone knows about the most famous case of a mother publishing her son's work: A Confederacy of Dunces (BR13109, DB/RC50842), John Kennedy Toole's novel of New Orleans, with its unforgettable protagonist, Ignatius Reilly, won the 1981 Pulitzer Prize for Literature. But what about some other posthumously published works, the kind that also made their authors famous? 

Dream of the Red Chamber by Cao Xueqin (DB/RC60086) is a Chinese version of the Romeo and Juliet story—star-crossed lovers whose meetings are constrained by the "red chamber," or women's quarters. Xueqin's novels were not published until after his death, yet this one is now considered one of the "Four Great Classical Novels of Chinese Literature," full of scope, plot and characters to delight modern readers. 

The Collected Poems of Wilfred Owen (BRA18080) was published posthumously because Owen's death in combat came just one week before the World War I armistice. 

That war is the subject of his widely read and acclaimed poems, like "Dulce et Decorum Est": "My friend, you would not tell with such high zest/to children ardent for some desperate glory,/The old Lie; Dulce et Decorum est/Pro patria mori." Suite Française by Iréne Némirovsky (DB/RC62505) is so accomplished and so utterly different in voice from today's novels that readers may find themselves thinking they've heard about or read this book before. Némirovsky, a Russian Jew who lived in France, died at Auschwitz in 1942. Her husband sent their daughter Denise into hiding, entrusting her with her younger sister and a suitcase of their mother's work. When Denise Epstein finally read the material 50 years later, this great work got its due. 

Ohio and Michigan

Libraries Receive Awards

for Exemplary Service

to Blind and Disabled Readers

The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS), part of the Library of Congress, today presented awards to libraries in Ohio and Michigan for outstanding service to blind and physically handicapped communities.

The Ohio Library for the Blind and Physically Disabled (OLBPAID), part of the Cleveland Public Library, and the State Library of Ohio Talking Book Service (OTBS), in Columbus, Ohio, were co-recipients of the Network Library of the Year Award. The annual award, in its seventh year, carries a $1,000 cash prize.

The Detroit Subregional Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped of the Detroit Public Library received the fifth annual Network Subregional Library of the Year Award, which also carries a $1,000 cash prize.

NLS presented the awards at a luncheon ceremony today, June 23, in the Thomas Jefferson Building of the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. "In a year notable for budget cuts and shrinking resources, the Ohio and Detroit libraries have continued to meet the needs of the blind and physically handicapped patrons in creative and innovative ways, often exceeding patron expectations," said NLS Acting Director Ruth Scovill. "They are certainly deserving of these awards."

In July 2009, the Cincinnati Regional Library, which had served blind and disabled individuals in southern Ohio since 1931, closed. The state of Ohio then created a statewide talking-book service administered by OLBPAID of Cleveland and OTBS, the machine-lending agency, of Columbus.

Ohio State Librarian Beverly Cain said, "By December 2010, the end of the first year of unified administration to the entire state, all patrons received braille and talking books with no discernable interruption. Ohio's focus was on transitioning patrons from cassette audiobooks and machines to digital books and players. Staff from both locations worked tirelessly to provide the new technology to nearly 10,000 active readers."

Associate State Librarian for Library Services Jim Buchman, who heads OTBS, developed a flyer introducing readers to the new digital talking-book service and to BARD, the NLS Braille and Audio Reading Download. OTBS also created and distributed a poster promoting service to blind individuals for the 2010 Ohio READ series.

OLBPAID, under the leadership of Regional Librarian Will Reed, was one of the first network libraries to begin handling local registration of its patrons for BARD.

Also OLBPAID, through the purchase of equipment and supplies, was able to meet patron demand for digitally recorded audiobooks. Collaborating with an online reference service, OLBPAID was able to offer an accessible instant-message service to the state's blind and visually impaired residents.

The Detroit Subregional Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, LBPH, provides regular opportunities for patrons to gather and share their love of books. These include the Detroit LBPH club, which hosts birthday, holiday and other celebrations; the Brown Bag Book Club, which is conducted with the Wayne County Regional LBPH; and the Nifty Knitters, who donate their creations to shelters and the Salvation Army. Detroit LBPH's most popular event is its annual Back-To-School Health and Disability Information Vendor Fair, held every August. The fair features health-care and low-vision service providers, nutrition counselors and health screenings.

NLS created the Network Library Award to recognize outstanding accomplishments of libraries serving blind and disabled individuals across the country and in U.S. territories. A specially established committee of patrons and librarians selected the Ohio and Michigan libraries for the awards based on mission support, creativity and innovation in providing service, and record of patron satisfaction. NLS administers the braille and digital talking-book program, a free library service available to U.S. residents and American citizens living abroad whose low vision, blindness or disability makes reading a regular printed page difficult. Through its national network of regional libraries, NLS mails books and magazines in digital audio and braille formats, as well as digital audio equipment, directly to enrollees at no cost. Select materials are also available online for download, and music instructional materials are available in large print, braille and recorded formats. For further information, visit www.loc.gov/nls/ or call 1-888-NLS-READ (1-888-657-7323).

Proclamation Honors

Telephone Pioneers

November 3, 2011

During a celebration of the Pioneers' 100th anniversary as a volunteer organization, the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS) of the Library of Congress today presented a proclamation, recognizing the group's role in serving blind and disabled readers.

"Talented and dedicated Pioneers volunteers have repaired more than 3.6 million audiobook machines for NLS since 1960, keeping books talking for blind and physically handicapped people ... Pioneers have saved United States taxpayers an estimated $216 million," noted the proclamation, which was signed by Ruth Scovill, NLS acting director and by Robert Fistick, deputy director."

John Brown, NLS Engineering Section head, presented the proclamation at an awards ceremony during the Pioneers' centennial meeting in Boston, Mass.

"NLS is very appreciative of the time and effort these employees and retirees from the telecommunications industry have committed to the talking-book repair program," Scovill said. "They have helped people with visual impairment and lack of dexterity continue to experience the joy of reading."

The Pioneers organization, originally the Telephone Pioneers of America, was founded on Nov. 2, 1911, at a meeting in Boston attended by Alexander Graham Bell. Under the slogan "Answering the Call of Those in Need," its members started repairing NLS phonographs in the 1960s, then cassette players in the 1970s and 1980s. Now Pioneers are being trained to troubleshoot the new NLS digital talking-book machines. About 1,000 Pioneers currently volunteer in the program, serving the NLS network of cooperating libraries and their patrons across the country.

For more information about the Pioneers, visit www.telecompioneers.org. ...

Reading into Technology:

The Information Age Comes to the

Maryland State Library for the

Blind and Physically Handicapped

Bruce Goldfarb

[From: http://www.urbanitebaltimore.com/baltimore/reading-into-technology/Content?oid=1467256]

Beneath Mount Vernon's Park Avenue, Alexandra Hewett sits at a computer monitor outside a soundproof recording booth the size of a small walk-in refrigerator, looking through a glass window while Adele Cheatham Russell speaks into a microphone. 

The actresses, both volunteer narrators, take turns reading from Rafael Alvarez's Storyteller collection, adding the 269-page book to the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped's growing Marylandia trove and selection of digital-formatted material.

For decades the Maryland State Library for the Blind has provided access for its 12,000 patrons to a collection of 323,000 periodicals and books in large print, braille, and audiocassette titles. Three years ago, the library began a massive duplication effort, converting its 52,516 audiocassette titles into a digital format-nearly a quarter million individual cassette tapes in all—that is now nearly complete.

While Maryland-themed books are read and recorded digitally in the local library's studio, the vast majority of titles are recorded into digital format by the National Library Services' new software. "It's a huge project," says John Halley, a network specialist at the Maryland State Library. "Going forward, everything is being recorded digitally." The library still sends more than 91,000 titles, delivered at no cost by the U.S. Postal Service, across the state on audiocassette each year. Many patrons, particularly seniors, prefer the old-style cassette players, even though the tapes are prone to twist, break, and wear out, explains Jill Lewis, director of the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped.

But that number is dropping as more sight-impaired clients adopt the newer talking-book digital reader approved by the Library of Congress' National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Last year, the Maryland State Library for the Blind sent out almost as many digital-formatted titles, 87,000, as audiocassette titles.

The updated, user-friendly reader features oversize buttons and utilizes a flashdrive with a standard USB port in a plastic case about the size of a cassette tape. More recently, the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped has begun offering audio books via digital download. And, like everybody else, growing numbers of blind and low vision people are using the Web as well as portable digital devices and smartphones to gain access to information and make life a little more manageable.

Software, such as JAWS, "speak" text from computer screens out loud, allowing the sight-impaired to surf the Internet, use email, work, or play games and shop, if so inclined. For many, the iPhone has been a godsend. There are now apps that make an iPhone function like a magnifying glass, read the denominations on paper money, or tell you the color of clothing.

"Having a high-resolution camera is a huge benefit to the visually impaired," says library staffer Jerry Price, who is blind and heads up the library's technology user group. “ “Apple has definitely gotten our attention."

The library also administers the Maryland Accessible Textbook program. Blind and low-vision college students—as well as others with disabilities—have long struggled with textbook issues, suffering academically because course materials are not available in a format they can use. While the technology exists to convert a textbook from print to an accessible format such as audio, the process in the past wasn't fast enough to meet the needs of students.

"Students couldn't get their textbooks in time," Lewis says. "They'd get them late or after the semester was over."

Under a state law enacted in 2007, new provisions were put in place for on-time delivery of accessible textbooks to post-secondary students with print reading disabilities.

Stephanie Durnford, a library program assistant who works on MAT, says the program is exploding, with 250 textbook requests from about 85 students in the last five months. Typically, it may take a week to ten days to receive electronic files from the publisher, re-flow the text around sidebars and boxes, and convert it into audio or a device-readable format.

For one university student with an urgent need for a textbook, Durnford was recently able to obtain PDF files from the publisher that the student could have spoken aloud on a reader, delivering the material the same day the request was received. "We don't usually turn things around that quickly," Durnford says. "But we try."

Since Halley began working at the library, his father, Jack, has lost much of his sight and has become a library patron. A retired IT systems manager and former Towson resident, 81-year-old Jack Halley was diagnosed with age-related macular degeneration about eleven years ago. Never a big fan of television, as his vision deteriorated Jack most of all missed his regular library trips to peruse the latest popular fiction. "I was always a pretty prolific reader, going to the library at least a couple of times a month," he says.

Today Jack downloads books from the library's Braille and Audio Reading Download (BARD) service with his desktop computer and transfers the files to a portable reader about the size of a deck of cards and similar to an MP3 player.

Since he began using talking books, Jack said that his reading tastes have broadened from fiction to an eclectic variety of nonfiction books, ranging from historical subjects to current events. "It's been a lifesaver for me," he says. "Otherwise I'd turn into a vegetable in front of the television."

The Library Hotel

The Library Hotel one of New York's luxury boutique properties, opened on August 7, 2000 after its full conversion from a turn-of-the-century, 12-story office building.

The intimate 60-room hotel, located on "Library Way" at Madison Avenue and 41st Street, just steps from the majestic New York Public Library and the Pierpont Morgan Library, was designed to feel more like a private club than a hotel.

Each of the ten guest room floors of the Library is dedicated to one of the ten major categories of the Dewey Decimal System * including:

Third Floor: Social Sciences

Fourth Floor: Language

Fifth Floor: Math and Science

Sixth Floor: Technology

Seventh Floor: The Arts

Eighth Floor: Literature

Ninth Floor: History

Tenth Floor: General Knowledge

Eleventh Floor: Philosophy

Twelfth Floor: Religion

* Dewey®, DDC® and Dewey Decimal ClassificN® are the proprietary trademarks of OCLC Online Computer Library Center, Inc. and are used with permission.

Each of the Library's elegantly appointed guest rooms is decorated with framed art and a library of books that relate to the room's specific Dewey Decimal theme. Guests can request a room based on personal interests. For example, guests with a passion for literature can stay on the eighth floor in the Fiction, Fairy Tales or Erotic Literature room.

The Math and Science floor offers such intriguing room themes as Astronomy and Botany.

Law, Money, The Internet and Love are also among the 60 eclectic themes available on the Room Menu. The hotel is home to over 6,000 books, each title carefully picked at the Strand Bookstore, which carries the largest collection of used and rare books in NYC.

Rooms, elegantly simple and comfortable, are decorated in rich cream tones with mahogany doors and cabinetry (over one million dollars of mahogany throughout the hotel), polished granite-topped desks and orchid plants. In-room amenities and services include daily turndown service with bottled spring water and Belgian Chocolate; plush bathrobes, and multiple phone lines with voice mail, data ports and complimentary high-speed and wireless Internet access also highlight the room.

The hotel's lobby is wrapped in book-filled mahogany shelves, and the wall behind the reception desk is a floor-to-ceiling faux library card catalog. The book-lined second-floor Reading Room is where guests enjoy complimentary refreshments—deluxe continental breakfast; cappuccino, coffee, teas, cookies and fruits throughout the day; wine and cheese reception from 5-8 p.m. Monday through Sunday evenings. Patrons are welcome to invite one visitor to join them here at no additional charge. The Poetry Garden, a rooftop greenhouse sitting room with a terrace, and the cozy Writer's Den, a mahogany-paneled sitting room featuring overstuffed seating with a working fireplace and its own terrace, are located on the 14th Floor. Spectacular events in this unique space can be customized for any occasion. An Executive Inspiration Board Room with oversized windows occupies the Penthouse Floor (15th Floor). The hotel also provides a Business Center with computer stations and privileges at a nearby New York Sports Club.

Madison and Vine, the hotel's first floor American Bistro and International Wine Bar serves lunch and dinner. Casually elegant, it has become one of the neighborhood's most popular spots to enjoy a quick bite and a glass of wine or an exquisite meal. The 14th Floor transforms into Bookmarks Lounge at 4 p.m., Monday through Saturday. It features cocktails to carry on the literary theme such as the Great Gatsby and the Capote. Bookmarks Lounge is operated by Hospitality Holdings, one of the most high quality hospitality groups in New York.

Henry Kallan, one of New York's leading "indie" boutique hoteliers, created the Library Hotel. Henry Kallan also operates Hotel Elysée, home of the renowned Monkey Bar, the jewel-like Casablanca Hotel, and the chic art-deco Hotel Giraffe. The Library Hotel was designed by The Stephen B. Jacobs Group, P.C., architects, and Andi Pepper Interior Design. The author of the Library concept is Jordan Jacobs, Stephen and Andi's son.

For pricing and reservations call (212) 983-4500 or (877) 793-7323, email reservations@libraryhotel.com or visit their web site at www.libraryhotel.com.

Powered by the American Library Association— © 2011 American Library Association

How to Get Braille Formatted Titles into ibooks

M. Taylor

[Posted to the viphone e-mail list serv at googlegroups.com, on Friday, April 13, 2012 

Hello Everyone,

The following instructions are for those who, like me, want to enjoy their braille formatted titles in iBooks using a refreshable braille display, only.

NOTE 1:

At the time of this post, it is not possible to import Web-Braille or braille (brf) files directly into iBooks.

NOTE 2:

I strongly encourage interested parties to send an email to Apple Accessibility (accessibility@apple.com) requesting that Web-Braille or braille formatted (brf) files be added to iBooks list of supported formats.

NOTE 3:

In order to use iBooks on your iOS device, it must first be downloaded from the iTunes App Store.

NOTE 4:

This document assumes that you are familiar with the iBooks interface.

NOTE 5:

This document assumes that you understand the difference between Literary Braille (Grade 1/Grade 2) and Computer Braille.

NOTE 6:

This document assumes that you know how to add files to your iTunes Library for data syncing with your iOS device.

NOTE 7:

The following instructions are for those using either a Windows PC or an Apple OS X computer.

NOTE 8:

Before you begin, make sure you have either a PDF converter or eBook (epub) converter already installed on your computer.

NOTE 9:

Many popular word processors such as Apple's Pages 94x or Microsoft word 2007 or later can convert files to at least one of the required iBooks supported formats.

NOTE 10:

Keep in mind that, all things being equal, a Web-Braille or braille formatted (brf) file is a plain text document.

1. On your computer, open a Web-Braille or Braille Formatted (brf) file in your favorite text editor, word processor, or web browser.

2. Select and copy the contents of the opened file to your computer's Clipboard.

3. Paste the contents of your computer's Clipboard into your favorite PDF or eBook (epub) converter and save the file, accordingly.

4. Import the newly saved file into your iTunes Library. The title will appear on the Books Tab in the iTunes Library Source Pane.

NOTE 11:

It may be necessary to enter the Preference area of iTunes in order to display the Books Tab.

5. Sync your iOS device to iTunes.

6. On your iOS device, open iBooks and locate your newly imported title.

7. After opening the Web-Braille or braille formatted (brf) title in iBooks, if necessary, mute VoiceOver, Apple's software screen reading solution for the blind and low vision.

8. If necessary, on your refreshable braille display, toggle to uncontracted braille (G-Chord).

9. If necessary, on your refreshable braille display, toggle to 8-Dot Braille Mode (Dots 2, 3, 6 Chord).

Enjoy.

[Editor's Note: Our sincere thanks to Vicki Vogt for her continued kindness in sharing stories about books and book related topics with us.]
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