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A DEDICATION TO PAT PRICE
BY PAUL EDWARDS
This issue of our newsletter is dedicated to an ACB legend and one of the people without whom Library Users would not have been formed or survived. 

Pat Price believes in things and, when she does, she is prepared to put her whole soul into making them better. We are very lucky that Pat believes in libraries. We are also very lucky that Pat believed and believes in ACB.

I first got to Know Pat Price when I was just a little kid in ACB and she was an officer who was gracious enough to notice what I was doing with Resolutions and the Braille Revival League. I do not think in all the many years that I have known Pat that I have ever heard her say anything bad about another person. I have heard her offer quiet suggestions. I have heard her plead passionately for what she believed. But I have never heard anything resembling a personal attack from her in spite of all that has gone on over the past score of years in ACB and in LUA.

Every year, those of us who are LUA members came to expect our Pat Price envelope holding the treasury information and those of us on the Board came to know that, even when Pat stopped going to convention, her reports arrived, always accurate and always in multiple formats. 

As getting around has gotten harder for Pat, has she slowed down? Not a chance! Instead, she has simply found things she can do from home. She is now very much at the center of Accessible World which is producing technology talk programs on the internet. She is actively working for Bookshare in which she believes passionately and she continues to keep on top of what is happening in the area of low vision as well.

The American Council of the Blind, Library Users of America and the Council of Citizens with Low Vision International and many other groups have been made immensely better by what Pat has done. One issue of The LUA Ledger is hardly a meaningful payment for all the work and all the caring, Pat. 

Nevertheless, many of us love you and all you represent and this is at least a chance for us to say it out loud. You do not come to conventions any more so we will just have to send hugs in print. Thank you, lady, you are truly wonderful and it is an honor to know you and a true privilege to be asked to write this introduction. Thank you, Pat! We love you!

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
In honor of Pat the LUA Board of Directors has made the decision to share this issue of The LUA Ledger with all past and present LUA members. We hope that you will consider renewing your membership and offering support to LUA as it continues to work towards improving library services for everyone. 

MIKE L. MARLIN TO HEAD
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
BRAILLE AND TALKING BOOK LIBRARY
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Sarah Dalton

California State Library

September 24, 2007 916-654-1483

Sacramento - Mike L. Marlin has been appointed manager of the California State Library's Braille and Talking Book Library (BTBL). Marlin, who himself is legally blind, was most recently program coordinator and special needs librarian at the Pima County Public Library in Tucson, Arizona. He will begin his new duties at the California State Library on Monday, October 1. The California State Library's Braille and Talking Book Library is a regional library for the Library of Congress' National Library Service, and serves customers in the northern part of the state.

As Braille and Talking Book Library manager, Marlin will work closely with BTBL customers, as well as with community agencies serving BTBL customers, to develop the California State Library's services for those who are unable to read standard print library materials.  

Of Marlin's appointment State Librarian Susan Hildreth says, "We are excited that a professional of Mike Marlin's caliber is joining our California team. Many California residents will benefit from his experience working with library customers who have special needs."

At the Pima County Public Library, Marlin developed extensive programming for the community, including literacy, music, and financial education programs. In addition, he taught customers how to use adaptive hardware and software in the library's Assistive Technology Center. He also forged strategic relationships with a wide range of government and nonprofit organizations including the National Federation of the Blind of Arizona (NFBAZ), Sun Sounds Radio Reading Service, Tucson Society of the Blind (TSB), and Pima Council on Aging (PCOA). 

Marlin served as the vice-president of the Patron Advisory Council for the Washington Talking Book and Braille Library (WTBBL) in Seattle, a volunteer position. Later on, he worked for WTBBL as the liaison to the National Library Service concerning the upcoming transition to digital Talking Books. In addition, he served as Collections and Outreach Librarian, working with senior centers, high schools, and community nonprofit organizations to highlight library services. Marlin also managed and developed WTBBL's talking book, Braille and large print collections. Prior to working at WTBBL, Marlin served as the special needs librarian for Seattle Public Library, orienting and instructing customers in the use of computers, visual aids, and other assistive technology to access library collections.    

Marlin holds a Masters degree in Library and Information Science from the University of Washington, Seattle, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Communications from Brown University.

READING HABITS OF BLIND AND PHYSICALLY
HANDICAPPED DEFY NATIONAL TREND
Book Consumption Rates Seven Times Higher for National Library Service Patrons than Average Sighted Readers

(REPRINTED FROM) WASHINGTON/PRNewswire -- This summer, when Americans catch up on their favorite reading, they will also be enjoying a beloved American pastime that research shows is waning. According to a study by the National Endowment for the Arts, Americans of every age are consistently reading less. The study revealed an overall decline of 10 percent in literary reading between 1982 and 2002, totaling an overall loss of 20 million readers. 

Conversely, participants in the Talking Book program, a free library service provided by the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS), Library of Congress, read more than the general population by a significant amount. The average NLS patron, an individual with a visual or physical impairment, reads seven times more than most sighted readers, or approximately 35 books a year. These numbers not only highlight the braille and audiobook appetites of NLS patrons, but also speak to the ease in obtaining ample reading material through the Talking Book program. "NLS patrons are extremely avid readers," says Frank Kurt Cylke, NLS director. "NLS is dedicated to fulfilling their reading needs with the highest-quality collection so they can remain engaged in literature and connected to the world around them."

While NLS patrons have higher book consumption rates, their literary tastes do not differ from those of sighted readers, according to Jim Herndon, head of the NLS Collection Development Section. NLS librarians strive to build a well-rounded collection that meets readers' diverse informational and recreational needs. "Selecting titles for the collection is a rigorous process. NLS librarians consult book reviews and bestseller lists, monitor publishing trends, and assess patron requests before choosing titles," says Herndon. "Titles are selected based on such criteria as literary merit and popularity."

With more than 400,000 titles, the Talking Book catalog is wide-ranging. Among its unabridged offerings are bestsellers, classics, biographies, romances, mysteries, and westerns. Patrons

particularly favor top sellers like Nicholas Sparks's True Believer, Danielle Steele's Impossible, and Malcolm Gladwell's Blink.

NLS libraries offer something for every bookworm, from kids to seniors.
Summer reading programs and book clubs nationwide are designed to engage and reward readers. "Superheroes-Powered by Books," a program hosted by one network library, rewards blind and physically handicapped children who use their reading powers to fight summer boredom. Kids can report on the audio or braille books they have read in return for a range of superhero-themed prizes -- from masks to action figures. Additional reader appreciation programs include the 10 squared Talking Book Club, which honors centenarians for their lifelong devotion to reading ….
NLS DIRECTOR FRANK KURT CYLKE 
RECEIVES AWARD FROM THE 
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF THE BLIND
From the Library of Congress

Press contact: Donna Urschel (202) 707-1639;

Jane Caulton (202) 707-0521

July 11, 2007

The American Council of the Blind (ACB) presented the Robert S. Bray Award to Frank Kurt Cylke, director of the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS), Library of Congress, on July 4, 2007, during the ACB National Convention in Minneapolis.

Cylke, who has served as director of NLS since 1973, was given the Robert S. Bray Award for his "visionary and steadfast commitment to a digital talking-book program that will service blind Americans throughout the 21st century." Cylke has led NLS in researching and developing the Digital Talking-Book system scheduled to launch in 2008 since 1990. In the 1970s, Cylke ushered NLS through the transition from phonographs and discs to a cassette-based system.

Under Cylke’s leadership, the number of NLS patrons has  grown 155 PERCENT reaching 750,000, with circulation increasing from 11 million items in 1978 to 26.3 million items in 2006. Similarly recorded cassette titles increased 3,468 percent in the same period. The program’s influence has expanded globally, impacting organizations such as the International Federation on Aging, the International Federation of Library Associations and the World Blind Union.

Cylke has received numerous honors, including the American Library Association Francis Joseph Campbell and Joseph W. Lippincott awards. In 2005 Cylke was given the Newell Perry Award, the highest award of the National Federation of the Blind. He was appointed a Virginia Cultural Laureate by Governor Douglas Wilder in 1992 and given the Dayton M. Forman Memorial Award by the Canadian National Institute for the Blind in 1996.

Founded in 1961, ACB is a national membership organization of more than 26,000 blind people. The organization works to improve the quality of life for blind individuals by elevating their economic, social, and cultural levels and by improving opportunities for education and rehabilitation. ACB assists members of the blind community to develop their skills and abilities, and it also conducts a public education program to increase awareness and understanding of the capabilities of blind people and their contributions. Members of ACB serve as representatives to other organizations, providing advice and consultation on issues related to blindness and low vision.

ACB established the Robert S. Bray Award in 1975 to honor the memory of the late chief of the Division for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, the precursor to NLS. Bray headed the organization from 1957 to 1972, overseeing the program through its transition from a network of 28 cooperating libraries to more than 100 upon his retirement. Readership increased under his direction from around 58,000 to more than 300,000. Bray received many awards for his contributions to librarianship, especially in the area of serving the blind community. The award named for Bray is given annually to individuals who have contributed to improving library technology or communication devices to expand access for blind people.

NLS FLASH
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
EXPANDS DIGITAL DOWNLOAD PILOT 

OCTOBER 2007
The digital download project, launched in October 2006, has evolved well beyond the hopes of its architects. The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped (NLS), Library of Congress, recently expanded the download project’s scope, allowing more patrons to participate in downloading and reading digital talking books and offering those patrons improved services. The project has also shifted its focus from testing the usability of digital audiobooks to now concentrating on optimizing the functionality of the download web site. As the download project improves, so too will the capabilities offered by the download project when it officially launches in late 2008. 

This effort is the second stage in a three phase process to implement a digital system. The first stage involves replicating the current program with mail order digital books. This is followed by finalizing the digital download project, which is a new feature of the NLS program. The third stage is focused on duplication-on-demand, whereby digital titles are produced when requested by users. Cartridges are recycled during this process, making it a very cost efficient mode. 

"More patrons now have a voice in shaping the digital download program. We will utilize patron comments and the lessons learned during this experimental effort to build a robust download program," said NLS research and development officer Neil Bernstein. 

Patron comments are essential to improving the download program, which is why NLS recently relaxed the pilot’s enrollment requirements. To date six hundred patrons participate. Patrons enrolling in the program must be active readers in good standing; have access to a commercially available digital player compatible with NLS materials; have an e-mail address; and have access to a high-speed Internet connection. 

Interested eligible patrons must fill out an online  application at www.nlstalkingbooks.org/dtb. Once NLS confirms their eligibility, patrons may set up a username and password and learn how to download digital books. The player’s manufacturer will also be notified to provide the patrons with the authorization key to activate their players. When these steps are completed, patrons will be able to download a title from NLS’s download site to their computers, and from their computers to commercial flash cards, which can then be inserted into the players for reading. 

PILOT IMPROVEMENTS

The download program offers patrons instant access to more titles than ever before. The download collection has grown to more than seven thousand books and thirteen magazines and includes children’s titles and Spanish-language books. NLS recently added books converted from analog tape masters, whereas before the site only featured materials originally recorded in digital format. 

On August 31 NLS revamped the existing download web site. The robust new venue offers patrons more features to improve their digital download experience. Users can set their preferences, such as e-mail addresses or passwords, password recovery features, and the number of search results displayed. An intelligent web site, it automatically recognizes newly posted materials and makes these available to patrons. It also offers technical support. 
The web site embodies various administrative functions used by NLS staff who manage the project. These functions are not accessible to patrons. For example, the web site will generate and e-mail circulation statistics to libraries on a monthly basis. The statistics, specific to each library, will include the monthly total of patrons who are using the download program as well as a breakdown of the numbers of downloaded books and magazines. Libraries may also access download program-wide circulation figures. 

The site shares information among libraries, NLS, and third-party hardware vendors. NLS employees, with the help of this interactive web site, process applications, send authorization e-mails to new enrollees, and notify the network when they are approved to participate. NLS also notifies the digital player distributor to activate the patron’s player. 

While the web site has improved, it is still a work in progress. It will be enhanced continually until the final web site is launched in late 2008. Patron input is crucial at this stage. The first improvement will be to add page numbers to each page of search listings. Rather than listing search results in one continuous page, patrons will jump from page to page. Users will also have the option of receiving automatic daily or weekly notifications of new titles added to the site. Eventually the site will offer access to all NLS digital resources, such as Web-Braille. 

PATRONS ENJOY INDEPENDENCE

A Participant input on the digital download project is overwhelmingly positive. Though patrons are no longer required to complete a survey for each title they read, they continue to be very vocal on the web-site’s message board and in e-mails to NLS. Because the digital project is no longer focused on evaluating the usability of digital books and players, input now relates to the operation and content of the download web site. 

Patrons praise both the download concept as well as its web site. They enjoy the instant access to titles, and find downloading titles more convenient than mail order. The scope and range of choice is also significant: one participant remarked, "I feel as though I am in a library for the first time in my life."

Other participants praised the detail and care that went into developing an accessible web site: "My compliments to all of you involved in this project. The site is well organized and easy to use. Obviously thought has been given to the bandwidth required for a site of this nature. This project will be a great boon to many of us."

Patrons also value the sense of independence and connection afforded by downloadable reading. One participant considers the downloadable book to be "a revolutionary opportunit to those of us wanting to be current on the news, needing the same extensive level of information to live life independently and successfully as sighted folks do."

According to Bernstein, one of the greatest benefits of the talking-book program, and especially the download initiative, is empowerment. "That’s what we do at NLS, we promote patrons’ ability to serve themselves," said Bernstein. 

IN PROCESS …

For Information on the NLS Digital Project contact: Jean M. Moss, Digital Projects Coordinator

jemo@loc.gov Fax: (202) 707-1690

A MESSAGE FROM HUMANWARE
INTRODUCTION
Have you heard about Victor Reader Stream? It is the State of the  Art DAISY books player, offering so much in such a small package!

This versatile, powerful DAISY books player lets you read and navigate through complex books, such as reference manuals and large books. 

It is the first commercial player that can be authorized to play the NLS digital talking books.

Its ultra-compact and sleek design makes it easy to take it everywhere. Only the size of a deck of cards, it fits in the palm of your hand and can easily be carried in a pocket or clipped on your belt in its attractive case. There is no more need to bring CDs with you as it stores everything in a SD memory card.

Download your favourite books, magazines, newspapers, music, emails, described movies and TV shows on your Stream and leave home with your library in the palm of your hand. 

When you connect your Victor Reader Stream to your computer with its USB cable, it is recognized as a standard Windows USB drive by your PC. You can easily transfer audio files from your PC to your Stream without file filtering software. You can also use its built in text to speech (Tom or Samantha, from Nuance Vocalizer) to read books in text format such as those available from Bookshare.org.

And that’s not all … there are many more functionalities, including an integrated microphone to record voice notes, lectures, meetings and classes. No other DAISY player offers you so much in such a small package and at such an affordable price.

Here is a list of some of the Victor Reader Stream features:

• Portable (4.6x2.6x0.9 inches) lightweight (6 ounces)

• Ability to play NLS download books and NLS book cartridges

• State-of-the-art DAISY, DAISY/NISO, MP3, WAV, TXT, HTML and XML formats. 

• Compatible with various content sources such as NLS, Bookshare.org, Audible.com, RFB&D

• Support of System Access Mobile from Serotek Corporation (www.serotek.com) 

• Removable SD card (must be purchased separately) used for storing books, e-text files, music, voice recordings and audio bookmarks

• Built-in human sounding text-to-speech (Nuance Vocalizer, Tom or Samantha)

• Voice recording capability via built-in microphone or external microphone

• Playback through stereo earbuds (included) or built-in external speaker

• USB port and cable to transfer books and music from your PC

• User replaceable, rechargeable battery providing 15 hours of uninterrupted listening time

• Built-in battery charger (four hours for full recharge)

• Stylish look with high contrast keys and buttons

• Attractive carrying case with belt clip

• Four-arrow keys for DAISY books navigation by chapter, section, paragraph, phrase, sentence, word and character

• GO TO feature: Jump to a specific page, heading, book or bookmark

• Info key : book information, battery status, software version, serial number

• Where Am I key for information on position

• Three types of bookmarking saved separately for multiple books: Simple bookmark to mark a reading position, Audio bookmark with recorded voice note & Highlight bookmark to mark start and end of a passage

• Ability to play or not to play skippable elements

• Shuffle & loop play modes

• Accelerated fast forward/rewind with audible feedback; Time Jump feature

• Auto Sleep shutoff with multiple time settings

• Key lock feature

• Built-in user guide and Key Describer; Recorded Audio Tutorial to quickly master the use of the Stream

• Variable speed playback

• Audio tone control; Bass and treble control for music

• Control over announcement of music folder and file names

• Optional built-in SD formatting utility should your SD card ever require reformatting

The Victor Reader Stream retail price is US$ 329 plus shipping. The Corporate head office is located in the province of Québec, Canada. The United States Headquarters is located in Concord, California. Toll-free number (sales & technical support) is 1-800-722-3393. 

The Victor Reader Stream is also available for $329 from Perkins Products at 617-972-7312, or through the Perkins Online Store at www.perkinsstore.org. A Getting Started Guide for the Victor Stream to assist in learning how to use the device is also available in braille and large print.
MICHAEL MOODIE RECIEVES ASCLA

FRANCIS JOSEPH CAMPBELL AWARD
For Immediate Release,

March 5, 2008

CHICAGO - Michael M. Moodie, retired and past deputy director of the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped from 2004-2006, is the recipient of the 2008 Francis Joseph Campbell Award. 

The award is named for Francis Joseph Campbell (1832-1914), an American who lost his sight at the age of five. He was the music director at the Wisconsin School for the Blind and the Perkins Institution for the Blind. Campbell also was instrumental in the founding of the Royal National College for the Blind and was knighted by King Edward VII of England. 

The award, which consists of a citation and medal, is presented to a library or person who has made an outstanding contribution to the advancement of library service for the blind and physically handicapped. The Library Service to People with Visual or Physical Disabilities Forum, of the Libraries Serving Special
Populations Section of the Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies (ASCLA), presents the award. 

“Michael Moodie was the principal architect of the digital talking book program at National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped,” stated Gillian Lewis and Ruth Nussbaum, award committee co-chairs. “He was instrumental in developing the ANSI/NISO Specifications for the Digital Talking Book standard and Web-Braille. His dedication to the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped program has dramatically improved the global landscape for the print disabled community.” 

The award will be presented during the ASCLA Awards Ceremony 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. on June 29, during the American Library Association (ALA) Annual Conference in Anaheim (Calif.). 

ASCLA is a diverse association of members working in academia, cooperatives, governmental agencies, specialized libraries and as consultants. It is a division of ALA.   

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

50 E. Huron 
Chicago, IL 60611

Call Us Toll Free 1-800-545-2433
Copyright 2007 American Library Association.

YOUR CHEATIN' LISTENIN' WAYS

Reprinted from The New York Times
BY ANDREW ADAM NEWMAN

AUGUST 2, 2007

JANICE RASPEN, a librarian at an elementary school in

Fredericksburg, Va., came clean with her book club a

couple years ago. They were discussing "A Fine Balance," a novel set in India in the 1970s by Rohinton Mistry and an Oprah's Book Club pick, when she told the group - all fellow teachers - that rather than read the book, she had listened to an audio version.

"My statement was met with stunned silence," said Ms. Raspen, 38.

Finally Catherine Altman, an art teacher, spoke up.

"I said that I felt like listening to a book was a copout," Ms. Altman said.

"I'm not like a hardcore book group person - a lot of times I don't even finish the book. But my point was that she is a librarian and I thought it was pretty ridiculous. I'm a painter and it would be like me painting by numbers."

The perennial disagreement in book groups has been over authors, with the single-malt drinkers arguing for F. Scott Fitzgerald and the chardonnay drinkers for Anita Shreve. But the latest schism in the living room lit-fests is not over whom they read, but if they read.

Is it acceptable, they debate within and among themselves, to listen to that month's book rather than read it? Or is that cheating, like watching the movie instead of reading the book?

Because audio enthusiasts generally listen aloud in a private space like their cars or with headphones, they are spared having to publicly defend the format. 

When they join reading groups, however, they enter what can be enemy territory, where dyed-in-the-wool bibliophiles want to hear nothing of a book but the crack of its spine.

Dain Frisby-Dart, 40, an avid audio book listener from Trempealeau, Wis. Told her book group a few years ago that she was listening to the current selection.


One of the members, a man in his 70s, reacted as if she had been reading CliffsNotes.

"He said, 'It doesn't count if you listened to it. That's cheating,'" Ms. Frisby-Dart said. "I was so floored by the comment that I just kind of laughed it off."

But Ms. Frisby-Dart was not laughing when she thought about it later, and she decided against audio for the group's next selection, and the one after that.

Now she listens to only about 10 percent of her book group's titles. "Perhaps I should stick up for audio books a little bit more," she said, "but I do feel like there's a bit of a stigma listening to them."

Plenty of book club members listen unabashedly. But others cringe at the thought of facing the hairy eyeball from those with whom they share sofas. After all, the settings ideally should be relaxed, courteous and erudite, even when the selection is a James Patterson thriller. Some don't even admit that they listen.

But listen they do, though the stigma persists that listening to books is Reading Lite. People are pressed for time, and so growth in the audio book industry has been brisk, with overall sales (downloads, CDs and cassettes) at $871 million in 2006, up 5 percent over the previous year.

Tara Volpe, 28, a pharmaceutical sales representative, is an enthusiast. Because she spends a lot of time in her car, she listens while driving to far-flung appointments - even when the books are the assignment for the book group she runs in Sayville, N.Y., made up of women in their 20s and 30s. (One recent  pick: "He's Just Not That Into You.")

Yet her listening pleasure is tinged with guilt.

"I know it only matters that I got the content of the book and its ideas," she said. "But I still feel like I'm trying to cover up an affair."

Donald Katz had worked as a journalist and author for 20 years when, in 1995, he started Audible.com, which features audio books for download through its Web site and through iTunes.

"When I started Audible, I was generally greeted with a level of derision," Mr. Katz said by phone from Audible's headquarters in Newark. "Not only did I get flak from my publishing industry friends, but my wife's book group in Montclair let it be known that they considered listening to books to be cheating." Today, though, several members of his wife's group listen, too.

Book groups are by all estimates on the rise, thanks in no small part to Oprah Winfrey, whose 11-year-old Oprah's Book Club not only spurs sales of her selections but inspires viewers to form gaggles to discuss them. About 20 million Americans are members of book groups, double the number just eight years ago, said Diana Loevy, the author of "The Book Club Companion."

As for audio books' place in reading groups, Ms. Loevy said the percentage of people who listen instead of read is low but climbing. For them, her book suggests titles and frequently notes exemplary audio versions, like Joe Morton narrating "Invisible Man" by Ralph Ellison or Toni Morrison reading her own "Beloved."


EDITOR’S NOTE:

Often in the pages of The LUA Ledger I have highlighted favorite

books of our Board. And so to my favorite …  

In the early 1990s I read The Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett and it has remained one of the best books I have ever read. Imagine my excitement when I learned of the sequel World

Without End. I have recently re-read Pillars of the Earth and yesterday finished World Without End - both wonderful books. And yes, both were read in an audio book format.  

KEN FOLLETT IS LATEST OPRAH WINFREY PICK
WED, 14 NOV 2007
BY HILLEL ITALIE 
REPRINTED FROM AP NATIONAL WRITER
NEW YORK
Oprah Winfrey went for the big time Wednesday with her latest book club pick, choosing Ken Follett's 973-page "The Pillars of the Earth" an announcement that will likely mean hundreds of thousands more sales for an author with a huge, international following.

Winfrey, whose TV talk show airs from Chicago, called Follett "a best-selling author that everybody has heard of, but this novel is unlike any of his books he's known for around the world."

Follett, a 58-year-old native of Cardiff, Wales, is famous for spectacular thrillers such as "Lie Down With Lions," "Eye of the Needle" and "World Without End," published last month, and a sequel to "The Pillars of the Earth," which came out in 1989.

Follett has called "The Pillars of the Earth," a love story set in England in the 12th century, his favorite novel.

According to his Web site, the book still sells around 100,000 copies a year in the United States alone.

"My publishers were a little nervous about such a very unlikely subject but paradoxically, it is my most popular book," Follett writes on his Web site.

"It's also the book I'm most proud of. It recreates, quite vividly, the entire life of the village and the people who live there. You feel you know the place and the people as intimately as if you yourself were living there in the middle ages."

A year after "Pillars" came out, Follett was so popular he agreed to a two-book, $12.3 million deal with the Dell Publishing Company. He reportedly has 90 million readers worldwide and recently signed with Penguin Group (USA), which released "World Without End," for a planned multigenerational trilogy set in the 20th century. …
MOST LITERATE U.S. CITIES:

MINNEAPOLIS AND SEATTLE
BY JEANNA BRYNER
REPRINTED FROM LIVESCIENCE
27 DECEMBER 2007
Residents of Minneapolis and Seattle are the most bookish and well-read, according to results from a new survey released today of the most literate American cities. 

The survey focused on 69 U.S. cities with populations of 250,000 or above. Jack Miller of Central Connecticut State University chose six key indicators to rank literacy

These included newspaper circulation, number of bookstores, library resources, periodical publishing resources, educational attainment and Internet resources.

Overall, the top 10 most literate (and wired) cities included: 

1 Minneapolis, Minn. 

2 Seattle, Wash. 

3 St. Paul, Minn.

4 Denver, Colo.

5 Washington, D.C.

6 St. Louis, Mo.

7 San Francisco, Calif.

8 Atlanta, Ga.

9 Pittsburgh, Pa.

10 Boston, Mass. 

Minneapolis, Seattle, Pittsburgh, Denver and Washington, D.C., have made the top 10 every year since 2003, when the survey first launched. 

Some cities that didn't make it to the overall top 10, however, did strut their stuff in one of the six key literacy indicators. For instance, while Newark, N.J., was the 49th most literate city overall, it shared the top spot for newspaper circulation with Washington, D.C. 

Plano, Texas, ranking 51st on the overall most-literate-city list, came in second for educational attainment. The education ranking included two factors: the percentage of the city's adult population with a high school diploma or higher and those with a bachelor's degree or higher. 

Cleveland, Ohio, scored the highest for library resources, with St. Louis coming in second. The library category was a measure of five variables, such as the number of library professional staff and total branch libraries relative to library patrons. 

Atlanta and Boston took the lead spots in the Internet resources category. 

The District of Columbia and St. Louis reported the most large magazine publishers and large journals. New York City, which ranked 28th on the overall list, came in third in the periodical publishing category.    
WHAT BOOK GOT YOU HOOKED?
http://www.firstbook.org/whatbook/top50.php 
EDITOR’S NOTE: 
What book got you hooked? What books do you remember from your early childhood? How many books from the list below have you read?

FirstBook, which gives away books to children, asked people to tell them what book got them hooked on reading. "Over 100,000 people responded. 

“These are the Top 50 books that got YOU hooked! No doubt everybody's answers would be different, which makes this a great topic for discussions and exhibits in your library.”  

1.      Nancy Drew by Carolyn Keene 

2.      Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss 

3.      Little House on the Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder 

4.      Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 

5.      The Cat in the Hat by Dr. Seuss 

6.      The Boxcar Children by Gertrude Chandler Warner 

7.      Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak 

8.      The Poky Little Puppy by Janette Sebring Lowrey 

9.      Go, Dog, Go! by P. D. Eastman 

10. Are You My Mother? by P. D. Eastman 

11. Curious George by Margret and H. A. Rey 

12. Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 

13. The Little Engine that Could by Watty Piper and Loren

Long 

14. Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown 

15. Dick and Jane by William H. Elson 

16. Ramona Quimby, Age 8 by Beverly Cleary 

17. The Bobbsey Twins by Laura Lee Hope 

18. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

19. Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 

20. The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein 

21. The Black Stallion by Walter Farley 

22. The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 

23. Heidi by Johanna Spyri 

24. The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams 

25. A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle 

26. Harry Potter by J. K. Rowling 

27. Clifford the Big Red Dog by Norman Bridwell 

28. Pippi Longstocking by Astrid Lindgren 

29. Anne of Green Gables by L. M. Montgomery 

30. Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret by Judy Blume 

31. Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder 

32. The Hardy Boys by Franklin W. Dixon 

33. One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish by Dr. Seuss 

34. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis 

35. Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein 

36. Winnie the Pooh by A. A. Milne 

37. The Baby-sitters Club by Ann M. Martin 

38. Horton Hears A Who by Dr. Seuss 

39. Amelia Bedelia by Peggy Parish 

40. Hop on Pop by Dr. Seuss 

41. Mother Goose's Nursery Rhymes and Nursery Songs 

42. Encyclopedia Brown by Donald J. Sobol 

43. Mrs. Piggle Wiggle by Betty MacDonald 

44. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 

45. The Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum 

46. Madeline by Ludwig Bemelmans 

47. The Bible 

48. Harold and the Purple Crayon by Crockett Johnson 

49. Alice's Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll

50. Ramona the Pest by Beverly Cleary   

LEDGER EXTRAS!

Presidents as Poets: 
Poetry Written by United States Presidents This is "a guide to the poetic endeavors of U.S. presidents. Select a president from the list to learn about the context in which his poetry was written and to find samples of his poetry." Some of the presidents include George Washington, James Madison, Abraham Lincoln, and Jimmy Carter. Includes a FAQ and links to other poetry guides. From Peter Armenti, Digital Reference Specialist at

the Library of Congress.

URL: http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/prespoetry/ 
Celebrate Anne of Green Gables:

100 Years, 2008 Website for the 2008 celebration in Prince Edward Island, Canada, of the "100th anniversary of the publication of “Anne of Green Gables” Lucy Maud Montgomery's first and most famous novel" and "Canada's best-selling novel of all time." Features details about celebration events, a vacation planner with links to related sites, and background about Montgomery.

URL: http://www.anne2008.com/
Librarians’ Internet Index 
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Library Users of America
MEMBERSHIP FORM
I want to take this opportunity to invite you to join in the Library Users of America. Access to quality library services is a high priority for the blind and visually impaired. LUA members support improved local, state and national programs. The LUA annual conference includes informative programs and discussions related to library services, and  " The LUA Ledger keeps members informed throughout the year. Become a 2008 member of LUA now by completing the form below and returning it, along with your check for $12.00, to:

Library Users of America

148 Vernon Avenue

Louisville, KY 40206

Invite your friends to join LUA. Complete a form for each member; feel free to make as many copies of the form as you need.

Thank you for your support of LUA.

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone:

E-mail:

____ $12.00 Dues Enclosed

(OVER)

Sighted: Yes ____  NO ____
The Braille Forum (check one format): 
____ Braille 
____ Large Print 
____ Cassette 
____ E-mail 
____ CD-ROM 
____ None
The LUA Ledger (check one format)
____ Braille

____ Cassette

____ Large Print
____ None
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