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4 Ways to Do Drywall Repair

1. 1

Purchase a joint compound. The two commonly available joint compounds are

lightweight and all-purpose. Lightweight compound dries quicker than all-purpose

and requires less sanding.

Joint compound comes in a variety of container sizes, but be advised that smaller

containers may cost just as much as the larger ones. If resealed properly, joint

compound can be kept for up to 9 months for other around-the-house repairs if

you end up with leftover compound.

2. 2

 A joint knife and a metal straightedge

will enable you to apply the joint compound smoothly and scrape away the

excess, so the repair job will look professional instead of lumpy or uneven. Get a

sanding sponge to even out the surface after the joint compound has dried.

Get compound applicators and sanders.

Advertisement

3. 3

 For big holes, you'll need a new piece of

drywall to create a patch. Get backing boards, which hold the drywall in place, and

purchase a piece of drywall large enough to �ll the hole. You'll need paper tape

and joint compound to smooth out the joints.

Buy patching supplies for larger holes.

4 - 27

https://sites.google.com/view/homedrywallandpainting/drywall-repair


4 Ways to Do Drywall Repair

4. 4

Get paint and primer. The �nal step to repairing drywall is painting the repaired

area so that it matches the rest of the wall. Use the same primer and paint you

originally used to paint the wall.
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1. 1

 Use a sanding sponge to sand away the loose particles

around the edges of the dent. Run the sanding sponge over the dent itself to

create a rough surface that the joint compound, which is used to �ll the dent, will

be able to adhere to easily.

Sand down the edges.

2. 2

 Dip a joint knife sideways into the container of joint

compound and load about half of the blade. Run the knife over the dented area to

smooth on the joint compound. Turn the blade at a 90 degree angle to the wall

and run it over the area again to remove excess compound.

Apply joint compound.

 Be sure to remove the extra compound, so that the area won't have bumps

once the the substance dries.

 Check the area it it dries to determine if the dent has been completely �lled.

You may need to apply a second coat if the joint compound shrinks as it

dries.

3. 3

Sand the area. Use a sponge sander or another �ne sander to gently blend the

area with the surrounding wall space after the joint compound has completely

dried. You can also use a dampened sponge to smooth the edges.

8 - 27

https://sites.google.com/view/homedrywallandpainting/drywall-repair


4 Ways to Do Drywall Repair

4. 4

Prime the area. Joint compounds are relatively porous, so it's necessary to prime

the repaired area before you paint it. Otherwise, the paint will look different from

the surrounding area.

 Use a primer that matches the paint color. If possible, use the same one you

originally used to paint the wall.

 If you have paint that also acts as a primer, priming the wall �rst isn't

necessary.

5. 5

Paint over the repair. Once the primer is dry, use a soft cloth to paint over the area

with the wall paint. Work gently and use strokes similar to the strokes you used to

paint the surrounding wall so that the paint will look blended after it has dried.
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1. 1

Remove the loose edges. If parts of the drywall are sticking out from when the

nail was removed, gently scrape them off or push them into the hole. Make sure

the edges of the hole are �ush with the wall, so there won't be any bumps or

lumps after you repair the area.

2. 2

 Load the joint knife with joint compound and

push the compound into the hole. Scrape away the excess compound by holding

the knife at a ninety-degree angle from the wall and running it over the surface of

the hole.

Fill the hole with joint compound.

 Try not to get joint compound on the wall surrounding the hole, since it will

dry and affect the paint in the area. Load the knife with only as much

compound as you need to �ll the hole.

 If you get joint compound on the wall area surrounding the nail as you work,

wipe it away with a damp cloth.

3. 3

 Use �ne-grit sandpaper to sand the area once the compound has

completely dried. Use a damp cloth to wipe away the dust when you're �nished.

The wall surface where the hole was should now be completely smooth.

Sand the patch.
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4. 4

Prime and paint the area. For a perfectly seamless repair, use a soft cloth to

dab a bit of primer over the repaired area. When it's dry, use another cloth to

dab wall paint over the area.
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1. 1

 If the hole is close to an electrical outlet or phone line, make sure

you check inside it so you don't hit any wires while you work. Feel around the hole

with your hands, or peer inside using a �ashlight.

Check for wires.

If you �nd a wire, take note of where it is located and plan to work carefully

around it when you repair the hole.

2. 2

Cut a rectangle. Use a ruler and a level to measure and draw a rectangle around

the perimeter of the hole, then cut it out using a utility knife or  saw. This

will enable you to neatly patch the hole with a piece of drywall the precise size

you need, rather than making an irregular patch.

drywall

3. 3

 Cut the backer boards about 4 inches (10.2 cm) longer than

the height of the hole. Line the �rst backer board vertically along the left edge of

the hole. Use one hand to hold it in place tightly while using a drill to screw two

drywall screws through the intact drywall just below the hole, and two through the

drywall just above the hole. Use the same technique to install another backer

board along the right edge of the hole.

Add backer boards.

 Pine or other soft wood backer boards work well for repairing drywall, since

they're easy to screw into.

 Be sure to hold the boards in such a way that the screws won't scratch or

puncture your hands when they pop through the backer boards.

17 - 27

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vR6Q7eblWrurJLlolucAN05ZwD5FvUf5bhZYwTdyshc5WtFmaWE_sDVPt3J6WN5tmdbZAM1wdMBW_lc/pub


4 Ways to Do Drywall Repair

4. 4

 Measure the thickness of the drywall and purchase a piece

of drywall large enough to patch the hole. Cut it to size using the drywall saw so

that it will �t neatly into the hole. Place the drywall patch into the hole and screw

it into the backing boards on either side, spacing the screws 6 inches (15.2 cm)

apart.

Install a drywall patch.

Most hardware and home goods stores sell scraps of  in different shapes

and sizes. Look for one large enough to patch your hole so you don't have to buy

a complete sheet of drywall, which will probably be more than you need.

drywall

5. 5

 Load a joint knife with joint compound and apply it to joints, the

seams where the patch and the wall connect. Quickly apply paper tape to the

joints and use a taping knife to smooth the tape into place, making sure there are

no bubbles or lumps. Apply a second coating of joint compound and let it dry.

Tape the joints.

 You can add a little water to the compound to thin it out, making it easier to

spread and feather out along the wall for even blending.

 Be sure to remove excess compound as you go, so that the transition

between the patch and the wall is as smooth as possible. Pull the taping

knife in one direction.

 Laying the tape evenly can be tricky. It's worth starting over if you lay it

crookedly, since the tape is important for blending the patch with the wall.
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�. 6

 Once the �rst few coats are dry, smooth the

edges by sanding them with a �ne grit sandpaper. Fill in any gouges and uneven

areas by applying another thin coat of compound. Let that dry, and continue

sanding and adding more compound until the surface is even and smooth.

Sand the area and add another coat.

Wait at least 24 hours between sandings. The compound should be completely

dry, or you may create more ruts and gouges instead of smoothing the surface.

7. 7

Prime and paint the area. After the last sanding, use a primer to get the area ready

for painting. When the primer is dry, paint the area using the same brush or paint

applicator you originally used to paint the wall.
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 Question

What kind of primer is best for a drywall repair on un�nished walls?

Sam Adams is the owner of Cherry Design + Build, a residential design and

construction �rm, which has been operating in the Greater Seattle Area for over 13

years. A former architect, Sam is now a full-service contractor, specializing in

residential remodels and additions.

Professional Contractor

Expert Answer

The best option is a primer called PVA. It stands for polyvinyl chloride. It's

formulated speci�cally for fresh drywall, and it's actually cheaper than regular

primer.

 Question

Why does the plaster and tape keep peeling and cracking after a couple of days?

You're probably putting your mud on too thick. Use thin layers of joint compound

and let it dry completely between coats.

Ask a Question

200 characters left

Include your email address to get a message when this question is answered.
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 Drywall dust is an airway irritant, so it's best to wear a mask while sanding.

 Remember, each application of joint compound will shrink a bit while drying.
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 Drop cloth

 Joint compound

 Sandpaper

 Fine-grit drywall sandpaper

 Backing boards

 Drywall saw

 Drywall screws

 Drill

 Repair patch

 Putty knife

 Mask
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To �x a nail hole in drywall, start by scraping off any loose edges around the hole so
the edges of the hole are �ush with the wall. Then, use a joint knife to press joint
compound into the hole. Once the hole is full, scrape off the excess compound with the
joint knife and wait for the compound to completely dry. Next, sand the hole and
surrounding area with �ne-grit sandpaper so the surface of the wall is completely
smooth. Finally, prime and paint the area so it blends in with the rest of the wall. To
learn how to repair big holes in drywall, scroll down!

Did this summary help you?

Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 76,021 times.
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wikiHow Tech Help Pro:

Develop the tech skills you need for work and life
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