BM2090 Research Methods Assignment 1


Due date: End of Week 1
Weighting: Non-assessable

Length: 1 page as per the proforma

Objectives

This assessment item is developmental and will assist you to complete the ensuing assessment

items.

Process

For this assessment item you need to complete the proforma provided below. 

In completing the assessment it is assumed that you have already met with your Lecturer. In this assessment you need to complete the proforma outlined below. In providing a topic title you are not committed to keeping this title – this is very likely to occur since as your ideas develop, it is likely that the title of the project and its description will change.

You are to choose from the following general topics:

1. Student’s Exam Performance

2. Exam Hall environment

3. Service Quality

4. Choice of Course Programme

5. Globalisation and developing countries

6. Online Gaming

7. Convergence and mobile phones

8. China-made brands and the world

9. Smoking

10. Oversea students and adaptation

11. Employability

12. Copyright and the Internet

13. Privacy and the Internet

14. Corporate Governance

15. Non-audit Services 

16. Earning

17. Audit Report Formats

18. Financial Disclosure and Bond Insurance

19. Regulation and Disclosure

20. Market Valuation

The completed proforma on the following page is to be submitted to your Lecturer.

Speak to your lecturer should your team have a special topic for research.
RM2090 Research Methods Assignment 1


Due date: End of Week 1
Weighting: Non-assessable

Length: 1 page as per the proforma

	Name(s):

1.

2.

3.

4.
5. 

6.


	Course:



(ADBM

(ADAC

(ADHT

(Others …………………..



	Proposed title topic: (No more than 15 words)

	Description of topic: (No more than 50 words)

	Reasons for choosing the topic: (No more than 50 words)


RM2090 Research Methods Assignment 2


Due date: End of Week 3
Weighting: Non-assessable

Length: 1 page

Objectives

This assessment item is developmental and will assist you to complete the ensuing assessment

items.
Process

For this assessment item you need to complete the proforma provided below. In completing

this assessment item it is assumed that you will have already met with your Lecturer.
This assessment requires you to identify one to two literature sources in the topic area of

your research. Prior to selecting the one to two references, discuss this assessment with your

Lecturer. In completing this assignment you may need to use the school’s library or any other national libraries in Singapore. Academic electronic resources from the Internet are encouraged. Please use the proforma provided below for submission. 

Your chosen literature/articles are to be used in Assignment 3 – Literature Review. Students are encouraged to select and identify relevant articles.
RM2090 Research Methods Assignment 2


Due date: End of Week 3
Weighting: Non-assessable

Length: 1 page

	Name(s):

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.


	Course:

(ADBM

(ADAC

(ADHT

(Others …………………..



	Title of article and reference details:

1.

2.



	Substance of article (30-50 words):



	Reasons for choosing article (Less than 30 words):




RM2090 Research Methods Assignment 3


Due date: End of Week 5
Weighting: 15%

Length: 1000 words (+- 10%)

Introduction
This assignment, the Literature Review, is a report of the published information on an issue or topic. A researcher studies the literature in an effort to determine what is known and to determine varying viewpoints when there is a controversy. The purpose of the literature review is to help solve a problem or win support or determine what further research needs to be conducted. Thus, the literature review is more than a collection of information: it includes analysis and interpretation of the significance and implications in light of a problem that the researcher defines. A literature review may be a complete report or it may be a part of another report. 

Objectives

This assessment item relates to course objectives 2, 3, 4, 6 and 9. 

In addition to leaving you a better informed researcher in a particular specialized subject area, writing a literature review helps you develop and demonstrate two valuable skills: 

Research: the ability to scan the literature efficiently to identify a set of useful articles and/or books and to obtain those materials.  

Critical Evaluation: the ability to apply principles of analysis to identify unbiased and valid studies. 
Process

In this assessment you need to explore the range of available literature resources that can contribute to the design and development and execution of your proposed research investigation. In the presentation of this assignment it will be necessary for you to make a clear statement concerning the purpose of the review and provide a conclusion. 
RM2090 Research Methods Assignment 3 - cont


Due date: End of Week 5
Weighting: 15%

Length: 1000 words (+- 10%)

The literature/information sources can cover both content and the methodological literature you should consult the following types of sources:

· research journals

· conference proceedings associated with the topic

· reference/significant textbooks and literature concerned with topic (this tends to include the published/referenced literature by prominent researchers in the field)

· Internet URLs (some of these may already be covered in the proceeding sources).
You will need to justify the reasons for your choice of literature / information sources and indicate how the different resources may have bearing on or assist you in your research /project investigation. For instance, the information sources may be useful to:

· help form a theoretical basis for your study

· assist in developing and identifying an appropriate methodology for the research

· provide information in building up your understanding of the topic

· substantiate and provide evidence for reasons for the investigation

As each investigation will be relatively unique, the extent of different resources available will vary. Accordingly you are strongly encouraged to contact your lecturer for assistance if this is necessary.

RM2090 Research Methods Assignment 3


Due date: End of Week 5
Weighting: 15%

Length: 1000 words (+- 10%)

Evaluation Criteria (Characteristics of a Good Literature Review)
I will evaluate the review according to these expectations:

Audience Awareness
· shows awareness of who will use the report and for what purpose

· defines issues in terms of the audience’s needs, interests, and viewpoints

Content
· centers on issues or a problem (not just "facts" or summaries)

· analyzes and explains significance; "develops" (does not merely "collect") information; "comments" and "interprets"; includes inferences as well as facts

· current--may include historical sources but acknowledges the most recent thinking and research about the issue

· answers who-what-where-why-when-with what results-so what?

Organization
· organized by topics or issues rather than by sources (consider a classification/partition pattern)

· begins with a "problem" and ends with results or significance

Format
· headings may reveal the main divisions by indicating subtopics

Style
· uses lots of concrete words, good action verbs

· the writer's own voice dominates (not a string of quotes)

RM2090 Research Methods Assignment 3 - cont


Due date: End of Week 5
Weighting: 15%

Length: 1000 words (+- 10%)

Grammar, Punctuation, Documentation
· follows conventional standards

· documentation follows the style for the writer's discipline

Assessment criteria

Statement of purpose for the review 




-
4 marks

Defence for the choice of the literature review 


-
3 marks

Synthesis of the literature 





-
3 marks

Expression and writing skills 





-
2 marks

Conclusions from the review 





-
3 marks

Submission criteria

This assignment is to be type written and submitted in hard-copy as well as soft-copy. Your assignment will be checked for collusion and plagiarism.
A template for this assignment is provided on the following pages.

[image: image1.jpg]



EASB Institute of Management
________________________________________________________________________

Advanced Diploma in

Hospitality and Tourism Management

RM 2090 Research Methods

Assignment No 3 - Literature Review

________________________________________________________________________

Title  :

<Fill in the title of your research here>
S/No
Student ID

Names

1.

2.

3.


4.


5.


6.


1. Statement of purpose for the review (4 marks)

<Eg This research attempts to identified the  :

· factor(s)/reason(s) underlying the  .  .  .  

· the impact of  .  .  .

· the cause and effect of  .  .  .  (etc.)

(link back to the key phrases/words in your stated title).  

In view of the above this literature review would examine  :

· human resource aspects  .  .  .

· marketing aspects of  .  .  .

· competition aspects of  .  .  .

(should be related to the key phrases/words in your stated title).>

2. Defence for the choice of the literature review (5 marks)

<Article 1 – This article provides a series of definitions on  .  .  .  (link back to the key phrases/words of your stated title)

Article 2 – A summary of the main issues/problems/arguments surrounding the  . .  . (ie with respect to the situation(s) identified in the proposed research topic)  

Article 3 – This paper presents a conceptual framework/model to explain/account for the  .  .  .  (observed phenomenon/problem(s)/situation(s) at hand)

Article 4 – A previous research concluded that  .  .  . (summary findings of research investigations carried out by others in the proposed research topic).

Article 5 – The author(s) discuses the benefits and limitations of  .  .  .  (a proposed solution(s) to address the problematic situation(s)/issue(s) at hand).

Article 6 – The paper identifies a need for research to be conducted on  .  .  .  (specific areas that are linked to your proposed research topic).

Articles XYZ  .  .  .  etc. etc. >

3. Synthesis of the literature (6 marks)

<With respect to the definitions provided by the different authors/sources, a better way to define ‘XYZ’ would be  .  .  .  (eg provide a synthesized definition of XYZ yourself).

While the various articles identify a host of issues surrounding the  .  .  .  (identified topic)  .  .  .  the key issues can be summarized into   .  .  .  since they are relevant to the  .  .  .  (Singapore context, say).

From the above conceptual framework/model, a modified version of the framework/model taking into account the various considerations would be  .  .  .  (costs, context, culture, relevance to local organization, etc.).

While the research findings of the preceding literature points to a lack of  .  .  .  the main causes can be categorized into  .  .  .

The benefits and limitations identified in the preceding literature seems to be inadequate/insufficient to explain/account for the  .  .  .  (observed phenomenon identified in the proposed research topic).

A research should be conducted taking into account the following key factors obtained from the preceding literature survey  .  .  . 

The main arguments from the preceding literature review can be condensed into and explained via the following diagram/table  .  .  .  

From the literature review, little has been said about  .  .  .  .  further research investigation would help to address this gap. >

4. Conclusions from the review (6 marks)

<It can be concluded from the above that  :

· there should be a research to further explore the gaps identified in the literature;

· the literature are inconclusive about the causes of the problem(s);

· the findings reported in the literature could yet be fully relevant to the local context;

· the framework/model proposed by the experts need to take into account additional factors such as  .  .  .  ;

· there is a need to replicate and validate if the proposed solutions could be applied in SME organizations;

· there seems to be disagreement as to what are the impacts of the observed phenomenon on the society at large;

· the causes identified by the literature are inconclusive and mutually contradicting;

· further research would help to clarify the issues identified in the literature.>

RM2090 Research Methods Assignment 4

Due date: End of Week 11
Weighting: 30%

Length: Maximum 20 slides 

Presentation Duration: Maximum 20 minutes

Objectives

This assessment item relates to course objectives 1, 2, 8, 9 and 10.

Process

Your team is to make a presentation on your research and findings in class. The presentation can be no longer than 30 minutes and is the presentation portion of your Assignment 5 report. In the presentation the following aspects need to be covered:

· Topic name and team members
· An overview of the topic

· Aims, objectives and requirements

· Theoretical framework and/or literature on which the research is based (where appropriate)

· Methodology / research paradigm used
· Sampling
· Data Presentation & Summary

· Data Analysis
· Problems and issues encountered
· Evidence of fieldwork (photos and video-clips)

· Conclusions
Assessment criteria

Overview of the topic 







- 1 mark
Aims, objectives and Requirements 





- 1 mark
Theoretical framework and/or literature on which the research is based 
- 2 marks
Methodology / research paradigm used 




- 3 marks
Sampling








- 3 marks

Data Presentation & Summary





- 6 marks

Data Analysis








- 5 marks

Problems and Issues







- 2 marks

Evidence of fieldwork (images & video-clips)




- 4 marks



Conclusions








- 1 mark
Presentation & Responding to questions 




- 2 marks
Submission criteria

This assignment is to be type written and submitted in hard-copy as well as soft-copy. Your assignment will be checked for collusion and plagiarism.
RM2090 Research Methods Assignment 5

Due date: End of Week 11
Weighting: 55%

Length: 2000 words (+- 10%)

Objectives

This assessment item relates to course objectives 1, 2, 7, 8, 9 and 10.

Process

Write a report on your research investigation. This assignment is the integration of all we have covered for this module. Do refer to the study guide for details in writing this assignment.
As a guide, your report should cover the following components:
· Introduction
· Statement of the problem
· Statement of causal relationship
· Statement of constructs
· Literature citations and review

· Statement of hypothesis
· Methods
· Sample Section
· Sampling procedure specifications

· Sample description

· External validity considerations
· Measurement Section
· Measures
· Construction of measures

· Reliability and validity

· Design and procedures Section

· Design

· Internal validity

· Description of procedures
· Results
· Statement of Results
· Tables
· Figures
· Conclusions, and Reference Sections
· Implications of the study

· References
RM2090 Research Methods Assignment 5 - cont

Due date: End of Week 11
Weighting: 55%

Length: 2000 words (+- 10%)

Assessment criteria

· Introduction



-
5 marks
· Methods

· Sample


-
5 marks
· Measures


-
5 marks
· Design



-
5 marks
· Procedures


-
5 marks
· Results

· Presentation & Summary
-
10 marks
· Analysis


-
10 marks
· Conclusions



-
5 marks
· References



-
5 marks
Submission criteria

This assignment is to be type written and submitted in hard-copy as well as soft-copy. Your assignment will be checked for collusion and plagiarism.
PAGE  

