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2015 Unified Relay Across America 
Guardian: Special Edition 
 
We in policing thrive on challenges, and when the future of so many people with 
intellectual disabilities lies in the balance, we have but one course of 
action.....SUCCEED! 
 
For nearly thirty-four years, members of the Law Enforcement Torch Run® have 
stood side by side the athletes of Special Olympics and others with intellectual 
disabilities to ensure they had a voice within our communities.  We have taken an 
active role in this modern day civil rights movement and have committed personally 
and professionally to provide opportunity and HOPE to so many, who are so worthy of 
our efforts. 
 
Now, in 2015, we have before us a rare challenge to reach a nation; to unify millions 
of people in support of our athletes; to bring a level of recognition and awareness of 
those with intellectual disabilities that has not been seen since the inception of 
Special Olympics itself, THE UNIFIED RELAY ACROSS AMERICA! 
 
WE, the LAW ENFORCMENT TORCH RUN®, must lead the way in this initiative and 
activate vigorously around its goals to sell run and cycling segments, and bring an 
unparalleled awareness to our cause.  We must not delay, for the relay will be quickly 
upon us.  Now is the time to demonstrate to our athletes, our communities and 
ourselves, the commitment behind the badge to improve the quality of life for 
everyone.   
 
NOW IS THE TIME TO BE THE HERO THE ATHLETES OF SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
BELIEVE YOU TO BE! 
 
Support the Unified Relay Across America and help lead it to a great success for all of 
us. 
 
 

 
Mike Peretti 
Chair, LETR Executive Council 
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Bank of America 
Unified Relay Across America Presenting Sponsor 

 
Our long-standing partnership with Special Olympics reflects a companywide commitment to 
diversity and inclusion, from employing individuals with disabilities to engaging employees 
through advocacy and volunteerism and ensuring our products and services are 
accessible.  For more than 30 years, we’ve worked with Special Olympics to help people with 
intellectual disabilities become accepted and valued members of their communities.   
 
We’re honored to help bring the Flame of Hope to Los Angeles this summer through our support 
of the Special Olympics Unified Relay Across America and the Law Enforcement Final Leg, and 
as an Official Partner of the 2015 Special Olympics World Games in Los Angeles (LA2015), 
which builds on our historical partnership with Special Olympics at the local and national 
level.  Past support has ranged from an athletic focus – funding Special Olympics USA, the 
World Summer and Winter Games – to investing in health and wellness, employment, skills 
training, and mentoring through our support of the Healthy Athletes® initiative and the Special 
Olympics Athlete Leadership Program, we’ve helped Special Olympics athletes achieve their 
goals.  In addition to philanthropic funding, our employee volunteers have rallied around Special 
Olympics athletes who demonstrate the transformative power of sports. Since 2010, more than 
6,000 Bank of America employees have volunteered more than 40,000 hours to support Special 
Olympics.    
 
We’ve fostered a meaningful connection with Special Olympics through our Support Services 
team, which includes approximately 300 employees with intellectual disabilities in Delaware, 
Maine and Texas who deliver services that are core to our business operations.  We’re proud 
that many of our colleagues compete in Special Olympics games at the local, national and 
global levels – most recently with five employee athletes participating at the 2014 USA Games - 
and we celebrate their accomplishments internally to raise awareness and foster employee 
engagement. 
 
Learn more about our partnership with Special Olympics at www.about.bankofamerica.com 
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REGIONAL COORDINATORS 

Region I 
CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT 
Joe Carlone 
Connecticut, LETR 
 
Region II 
DC, DE, MD, PA, NJ, NY, VA, WV  
John Newnan 
Maryland, LETR 
 
Region III 
AL, FL, GA, MS, NC, SC, TN 
Mike Anderson 
Florida, LETR 
 
Region IV 
IL, IN, KY, MI, OH 
Jim Reno 
Indiana, LETR 
 
Region V 
IA, MN, NE, ND, SD, WI 
Richard Sheldon 
Minnesota, LETR 
 
Region VI 
AR, KS, LA, MO, OK, TX  
Mark Wollmershauser 
Oklahoma,  LETR 
 
Region VII 
AZ, N. CA, S. CA, CO, HI, NV, NM, UT, 
GUAM 
Roberta Abner 
Southern California, LETR 
 
Region VIII 
AK, ID, MT, OR, WA, WY  
Ron Casalenda 
Wyoming, LETR 
 
Region IX 
Western Europe 
Jeremy Adams 
Ireland, LETR 
 
 
 

Region X 
Eastern Europe/Eurasia 
Jacek Hachulski 
Poland, LETR 
 
Region XI  
Canada 
(AB, BS, MB, NB, NF, NWT, NS, ON, 
PEI, PQ, SK, YK) 
Paul Manuel 
 
Region XII 
East Asia 
Patrick Chan 
Special Olympics Hong Kong 
 
Region XIII  
Carribbean 
( St. Vincent, Jamaica, Barbados, Do-
minica, Antigua, St. Lucia, St. Kitts & 
Nevis, Puerto Rico, Grand Cayman, 
Bahamas, Grenada, Trinidad & Toba-
go, Guadeloupe, Martinique, US Virgin 
Islands, St. Maarten, Bonaire, Curacao, 
Aruba, Haiti, Belize, Guyana, Montser-
rat, Suriname) 
Bill Buford (Ret.) 
Arkansas, LETR 
 
Region XIV 
Oceania 
Scott Whyte 
Australia, LETR 
 
Region XV 
Latin America 
Vladimir Caceres 
Policia Nacional Civil de El Salvador 
El Salvador, LETR 

Special Olympics Appointee  
Glenn MacDonnell 
Special Olympics Ontario 
 
Special Olympics Appointee 
Peter Wheeler 
Special Olympics International 
 
Special Olympics At-Large  
Mark Musso 
Special Olympics Missouri 
 
Special Olympics At-Large  
Adrian DeWendt (Vice-Chair) 
Special Olympics Oklahoma 
 
Special Olympics At-Large  
Rich Fernandez 
Special Olympics Southern 
California 
 
SOI Executive Director of LETR 
Michael Teem 
Special Olympics, Inc. 
 
Chairman Emeritus  
Richard LaMunyon (Ret.) 
Kansas, LETR 
 
IACP Appointee  
Russ Laine 
Illinois, LETR 
 
IACP Appointee  
Walter McNeil 
Florida, LETR 
 
Council Appointee  
Steve Nigrelli 
New York, LETR 
 
Council Appointee  
Luis A Rosa 
Connecticut, LETR 
 
Law Enforcement At-Large  
Antonio Williams 
Hawaii, LETR 
 
Law Enforcement At-Large  
Kurt Kendro 
Hawaii, LETR 
 
Law Enforcement At-Large  
Mike Peretti (chair) 
Northern California, LETR 
 
Special Olympics Athlete Appointee  
Sam Tam 
Special Olympics Hong Kong 
 


