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Title: Consolidating the “Theory of Speech Acts” in the Arabic Linguistic
Thought through both Imperative and Interrogative Forms.

Researcher: Khadija Mahfouz

Abstract:

This research is aimed at consolidating a linguistic and pragmatic theory
called “Theory of Speech Acts” devised by Austin and Searle, in addition
to the efforts made by Grice to develop this theory. The study also tried to
access to the methodological foundations established in the linguistic
heritage which meets the bases of this theory. In order to give more
accuracy to the theme of this study, three basic sources have been identified
to the traditional linguistic argument, namely: the grammar domain, the
rhetoric domain, and the fundamentalism domain. Besides, the choice of
form were imperative and interrogative once.

Hence, the principal theme of the research is represented in the treatment
of the ancient scholars and pragmaticians to one type of speech sentences,
and to distinguish them among both explicit and intransitive senses, as the
first was indicated by the term of the phrase, and the second by using the
phrase in a particular communicative situation. This has led to investigate
the nature of the relationship between both the explicit and implicit
meanings. Which one is the origin? And which one is the branch? Then
how to change from the origin to the branch? What is the nature of the rules
governing this process? The study made an effort to find out reasonable
answers to such questions. It would therefore prove that the heritage keeps
pace with the modern studies on the one hand, and rereading the heritage
with modern theories on the other hand, with assisting by the analytical
descriptive approach.

The most prominent results achieved are outlined as follow:

1) The research has revealed that the heritage contains pragmatic-
oriented themes and ideas such as: the concept of illocutionary acts
and illocutionary force.

2) The research has revealed some fundamental concepts of both
phenomena of the research; including: the concept of "undue" according
to Sibawayh (dated 180 H). It has also revealed the reality of the dual
division of the speech by rhetoricians, and their recognition of the
structural form of all meanings as the speaker is the creator and the
executor of all of them.
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3) The phases of the theory development intersected with what the ancient
scholars found as follows:

The theory is based on considering that every speech produced by the
speaker is an interpretation of a certain act.

It was established by Austin who differentiated between the informative
sentence and the expressive sentence. He set a criterion which was similar
to the criterion of the ancient scholars (informative sentences) that can be
true or untrue. Moreover, he set another criterion to the expressive
sentences: success / and failure, which the ancient scholars did not set.
After carrying on his studies, he discovered that each informative sentence
IS an expressive sentence as the speaker of an informative sentence is a
creator of the informative verb. Hence, Austin considered all sentences said
by the speaker as speech acts. He named them the (Theory of Speech Acts).
He divided the sentence into three acts: Term acts, illocutionary acts and
Impressive acts. He also had a special interest in the illocutionary acts and
was followed by Searle and Grice who divided the sentences in direct and
indirect illocutionary acts related to the research of the explicit meaning in
the sentences, and they used certain concepts used by the ancient scholars,
but in different terms.
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