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(a) whether the mobile home qualifies as a dwelling for the purpose of payment of council tax
(b) whether the applicant is in lawful occupation of the mobile-home;

here the purpose of the works is not one specified in paragraph.5 or paragrap.h 14 oj Part

« ;V e}r1e ther'pthrz applicant has occupied the mobile home as their only or mall'n re{s1 f:rtl}ci:

f:::v a Ie)erio.d of at least three years immediately preced‘ing the da;e;lsf i:“ ipgr;c;:g;z, the

mobile home has for that period been on land forming pa:lrt d{: e lic;t e
within the meaning of the Mobile Homes Act 1983; and the app

i i itous licence.
mobile home under an agreement to which that Act applies or under a gratu

services and housing au
authority determines
authority.

tion. Where arf application for DFG has been made, those authorfj
duty in two jays:
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Disabled Facilities Grant

1. The disabled facilities grant provisions in the Housing Grants, Construction and Regeneration
Act 1996 largely restate the provisions in the Local Government and Housing Act 1989. However,

the 1996 Act introduces a number of important changes, the details of which argAfigluded in the guid-
ance which follows.

Role of the housing authority
2. In meeting their responsibilities under section 8 of the Housi
conditions and provision in their area, local housing authorities
of chronically sick and disabled persons in their area undéf
Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970, includi
accommodation for their own disabled tenants. Authorifles
identifying disabled people who need help with essen al ad
Authorities should consider the needs of the disabl
and desired activities. Housing authorities’ responsj
1996 Act complement those responsibilities.

Act 1985 to consider housing
st have rgfard to the special needs
their poyers in section 3 of the
the provisigh or adaptation of existing
therefore fave wide responsibilities in
aptations/arising out of their disability.
person in the fontext of their wider life-style
ilities under the, grants legislation in Part [ of the

3. The administration of the disabled facilifies grants (DFGs) pfovisions in Part ], through all stages
from initial enquiry (or referral by the ;e/c:al services authorjty) to poét»—completion, remains the
responsibility of local housing authorities. However, it is imporfant that where appropriate, other bod-

ies, especially social services authorjt s, play a full and active part at different stages of the
process. )

aptations ar

i
(a) where the assessed needs of adis
. ;housing authority under section
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17 of the Health and Social Services and Social Security Adjudications Act 1983 to charge for their

services where appropriate.

Funding considerations
7. It is for housing authorities and social services authorities between them to decide how particular

adaptations should be funded either through CSDP Act or through a DFG.

8. However, since DFGs were introduced in 1990 under the Local Government and Housing Act
1989, it has been common practice that equipment which can be installed and removed fairly easily
with little or no structural modification of the dwelling is normally the responsibility of the social ser-

vices authority.

9. For larger items such as stairlifts and through floor lifts which require such structural works to the
property, help is normally provided by housing authorities through DFG. However, some toutine
installations may not involve structural work. To ensure that such adaptations are progressed quickly,
the respective authorities should jointly agree a standard line on the installation of lifts which will
apply unless thete are exceptional circumstances. Authorities will wish to include arrangements for

routine servicing, maintenance, removal and possible re-use.

Limit on mandatory grant and discretionary payments above the limit

10. The Disabled Facilities Grants and Home Repair Assistance (Maximum Amounts) Order 1996
places a limit of £20,000 on the amount of mandatory grant which may be given for works under sec-
tion 23(1). The Order also provides for authorities to award discretionary grant above the limit for
works qualifying for mandatory grant under those provisions. The purposes for which discretionary
grant is available under section 23(2) is given in paragraphs 31 to 35.

Eligibility

11. Broadly, the eligibility for DFGs remains unchanged. All owner-occupiers and tenants or
licensees who are able to satisfy the criteria in sections 19 to 22 ate eligible for disabled facilities grant.
Landlords may also apply for a DFG on behalf of a disabled tenant but must also satisfy the require-
ments in those sections. Council tenants and housing association tenants continue to be eligible to
apply for DFG and are assessed for needs on the same basis as private owners and tenants and under
the same means testing arrangements as described in Annex J2. Where a council tenant is seeking help
with adaptations, it is for the authority to decide whether to carry out the works under its own
resources for capital works or to advise the applicant to apply for a DFG. If the local authority decide
to undertake the works from their own resources they should be carried out on the same terms as if a

DEG has been awarded.

12. Where a disabled person is a council tenant residing in an overspill estate, it should be borne in
mind that an application for DFG can only be made to the local authority in whose area the dwelling,
which is the subject of the application, is situated and not to the particular council whose tenant the

applicant is.

13. Section 19(5) extends eligibility for a DFG to a range of licensees for example secure or intro-
ductory tenants who are licensees, agricultural workers, and service employees such as publicans.

Works eligible for mandatery grant
14. The purposes for which mandatory disabled facilities grants may be given, set out in section
23(1), are largely unchanged but a new purpose has been added (see paragraphs 17 and 18). They fall

into a number of categories.

‘f:
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Facilitating Access and Provision

1 : i

15.  These include works to remove or help overcome any obstacles which prevent the disabled per-
;on‘ .frf)m moving freely into and around the dwelling and enjoying the use of the dwelling and the
a'Cl'lltleS or amenities within it. In particular “facilitating access by the disabled occupant t (
viding for the disabled occupant )” P

TR and from the dwelling or the building i i
g in which the dwelling or, as the
flat is situated; = i e
1 IO a room used or usable as the principal family room;
131 I a room used or usable for sleeping, or alternatively providing such a room for the dis-

abled occupant;

Ve e in which t i v ; wer Wi
aroom in which there is a la atory, a bath or shower (or both) and a washhand basin
or providing a room in which there is such a facility or facilities;
bl

Ve v the preparation and cooking of food.

16. In considering applications for grant towards such works, the presumption should be that the
occupant should have reasonable access into his home, to the main habitable rooms within the home
- namel‘ylthe living room and bedroom, and to a bathroom or shower room in which there are suit
able facilities for washing and/or showering.

Making a dwelling or building safe
17. .Sef:tlon 23(1)(b) is a new provision enabling grant to be given for certain works to the dwelling
or bulldl‘ng to make it safe for the disabled person and other persons residing with him. This maybe
the provision of lighting where safety is an issue or for adaptations designed to minimise the risk of
danger‘ where a disabled person has behavioural problems which causes him to act occasionally or reg-
ulaﬁy in Z l})lowterous or violent manner dainaging the house, himself and perhaps other people. Where
such need has been identified, grant is available to carry out a i i ;

" TO imi
sichngs v e _ rry ppropriate adaptations to eliminate or

18. For those with hearing difficulties, an enhanced alarm system, which may be required in the
deeI.h‘ng to provide improved safety for the disabled occupant in connection with the use of cooking
facilities or works to provide means of escape from fire could also qualify for mandatory grant under

subsection (1)(b).

19. It would be inappropriate to be prescriptive on the particular works covered under subsection (b)
but they might include the provision of specialised lighting, toughened or shatterproof glass in certai

parts of the dwelling to which the disabled person has normal access or the installagtion of Cera:in
around certain facilities such as fires or radiators to prevent the disabled persor, harmin, hfnliselfs
Sometimes reinforcement of floors, walls or ceilings may be needed, as maybe cladding of exiosed sur:
faces and corners to prevent self injury. The Community Learning Disability Team, local Challengin,

Behaviour Resource Team, or RNIB may be able to advise. In these cases it v\;ill i)e for housinggang

szaal services authorities between them to decide on the most appropriate adaptations to be provid-
ed. ‘

Room usable for sleeping

20.  While in some cases a living room may be large enough to enable a second room for sleeping to
be created, in smaller homes this will not be possible. The provision of a room usable for sleepin
under section 23(1)(d) should therefore only be undertaken if the housing authority are satisfied thai
the adaptation of an existing room in the dwelling (upstairs or downstairs) or the access to that room
is unsuitable in the particular circumstances. Where the disabled occupant shares a bedroom with
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another person, mandatory grant may be given to provide a room of sufficient size so that the normal

sleeping arrangements can be maintained.

Bathroom
21. The provisions in section 23(1) relating to the provision of a lavatory and washing, bathing and

showering facilities have been separated to clarify that a disabled person should have access toa wash-
hand basin, a WC and a shower or bath (or if more appropriate, both a shower and a bath). Therefore
subsections (e) to (g), provide that mandatory grant should be given to provide a disabled person with
each of these facilities, and facilitating their use.

Eacilitating preparation and cooking of food
22. The provision in section 23(1)(h) covers a wide range of works to enable a disabled person to
cater independently. Eligible works include the rearrangement Or enlargement of a kitchen to ease

manoeuvrability of 2 wheelchair and specially modified or designed storage units, gas, electricity and
plumbing installations to enable the disabled person. to use these facilities independently.

23. Where most of the cooking and preparation of meals is done by another household member, it
would not normally be appropriate to carry out full adaptations to the kitchen. However, it might be
appropriate that certain adaptations be carried out to enable the disabled person to perform certain

functions in the kitchen, such as preparing light meals or hot drinks.

Heating, lighting and power
24. - People with limited mobility who remain in one room for long periods usually need more

warmth in the dwelling than able-bodied people. Section 23(1)(i) therefore provides for the improve-
ment of an existing heating system in the dwelling to meet the disabled occupant’s needs. Where there
is no heating system or where the existing heating arrangements are unsuitable to meet his needs, a

heating system may be provided. A DFG should not be given to adapt or install heating in rooms

which are not normally used by the disabled person. The installation of central heating to the

dwelling should only be considered where the wellbeing and mobility of the disabled person would

otherwise be adversely affected.

25.  Section 23(1)(j) provides for works to enable a disabled person to have full use of heating, light-
ing and power controls in the dwelling. Such work includes the relocation of power points to make
them more accessible, the provision of suitably adapted controls where a disabled person has difficul-
ty in using normal types of controls and the installation of additional controls.

Dependent residents

26. Section 23(1)(k) provides for works to a dwelling required to enable a disabled occupant better
access and movement around the dwelling in order to care for another person who normally resides
there whether or not they are related to the disabled person. This may include spouse, partner ot fam-

ily member, another disabled person or a child. Importantly the dependent being cared for need not
lling to which the disabled per-

be disabled. Such works could include adaptations to a part of the dwe
son would not normally need access but which is used by a person to whom they are providing care

and therefore it is reasonable for such works to be carried out.

27. It is the Secretary of State’s view that the provisions of Section 23(1)(a)-(k) provide the flexi-

bility to enable authorities to give help for the full range of adaptations to covet all the circumstances
which may arise. These provisions enable authorities to provide mandatory grant to meet the adapta-
tion needs of disabled people whose needs are less obvious, such as those with sight or hearing impair-
ment. For instance, partially sighted people may require an enhanced form of lighting of a particular
kind in the dwelling to enable them to carry out every day tasks and activities in the home. Such

works may be required to facilitate access into and around the home and for such purposes as the
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preparation and cooking of food, to im ili
! prove the ability to use sources of
preparet ‘ es of power or to provide
N (e;x)z oth}tle dlsabled' occ1?pant. Works for these purposes qualify for mandatory gran:) under greéter
. Where safety is an issue, the works could qualify under subsection (1)(b) e

Zj.in I;ocv}vle:er, decisions on whether such works are needed and if mandatory grant should be award

o in such t;s:spj;i :::2:::; f;; rtthIe h(;usu'lﬁ :uthority in Fonsultation with social services in accor-

g ey an. w.1 e based on individual circumstances. Where an appli-

N gl et g 'nferatlon in the short term will occur, then this should be taken into
idering the eligible works.

29- SeCUOIl 23(1)(1) erlables th'e secreta” Of State to sPeCﬂS Otllet pmposes fOI ““Illc}l IIlaIlda. tOIV
gl'al’lt 15 apploved-

Cominon parts
30. Housi iti i
dousu;(g authorities should bear in mind that disabled facilities grant is intended
it : ilities 1t is intended to assist
e s not only to dwellings but also to the common parts of buildings containing flats, wh
- : ere
: ed person is the occupant of one of the flats. The purposes for which grant is avail ’bl f
lor ds tc;lthe :}(:mmon parts of such buildings are, in practice, limited to works to facilitatea;:c .
e to e, in ess to
. g rough the common parts, or facilitating the use by the disabled person of
power, lighting or heating in the common patts. - person ofa source f

Discretionary DFG
3. A is avai ot
- DFF} ;s available under section 23(2) at local authorities’ discretion to make the dwellin
- ing suitable for the accommodation, welfare or employment of the disabled occupant i -
- . n
er respect. Section 28(2) provides for a wide range of adaptation needs of a disabled =
covered by the mandatory grant provisions. e e

32. 4 ion” might i

o arz:;r; ;::lrgtlsefzi aacclc.:m{)t;nzdaaon might include works to provide more satisfactory internal liv-
il e :a he occupant where the works are not of a description set out in subsec-
tion (1) of ection 12 ;t; whell.':1 tgey would be _Of direct benefit to the disabled occupant rather than
Bkl u:: (; ; d uch work? might include extending or enlarging a dwelling which
SR hzuslesEOkel occ1:)ant 1§ all other resl?ects. However, works which are of direct
o e members, should be considered for discretionary renovation grant

33. A i i

> dtapt.at}llor'\s for the purpose of making the dwelling suitable for the “welfare” of the disabled
i pat:l mlgb 1t include works to provide access to a garden adjacent to a property where the disabled

rson is unable to gain such access from the dwellin, isti
: g through existing doors or path Authoriti

may wish to give discretionary grant in such D i 1 (50
! cases or may consider there is sufficier it in i

ing the works within mandato : secti e i

ry grant: section 23(1)(a): as access f i
the dwelling (defined at section 101). N t‘he diebled person o and from

3 10 Otller adaptatlolls to meet welia'e Ileeds In.ay ln-CI-Ude tlle pto‘dleIl Of a Safe play area for a dls

receive SpeClallsed care or IIledlca]. : dle dl,sabled persorl 18
treatment in t}lell own h.onle fOI wlllCh

tESF :letle fCI II[EEtlIlg th'e COsts Cf v CII:S'

35.- i
5.. The most obvious works to make the dwelling suitable for the “employment” of the disable occu-

pant could include adapting or idi
providing a room to be used for a di i
but nevertheless is able to work from home. e

195
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) ) . f I(S q"a lifY‘ng f( ) | I)( )t}l rﬂ.atldatcry arld dls- - not being met in a Sufﬁc‘ently tlmely . iti y
. ] ] . ] ] 1 . 1 ] ]. . . ] ] '] . f . manner. / lu'thorlt'les Should jOlntl agree pOliCleS and procedutes
IY fDI' or (le]]vel]“g Ilell) 1] 1101 lgll l )I ( }S Or1 l I()"le Repa]t Vs &Sslstmce WhiCh €nsure that dle SeI’ViCe plOVlded

both types of works assuming that the authority decides to approve the discretionary clements of the
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Collaboration and Consultation
37. Section 24 of the Housing Grants, Construction and Regeneration Act 1996 places a duty on

housing authorities to consult social services authorities on the adaptation needs of disabled people
seeking help through DFGs. For unitary authorities, the relevant department should be consulted on
these matters. But housing authorities themselves must decide what action to take on the basis of that
advice and therefore the level of adaptations, if any, for which grant is approved. The processing of
grant applications is carried out by housing authorities and as such, it is the authority and not the
occupational therapist who should be in the lead in playing a co-ordinating role for dealing with the
grant applicant. However home improvement agencies and other agencies can provide a valuable ser-
. vice to elderly and disabled applicants in organising building works and raising finance to fund the
works. Nevertheless, it is important that applicants are given the name of the officer of the authority
who will act as the principal point of contact for the purposes of seeking information on progress with

appropriate to levels of need.

Where the i v

bt essonnin] e l:lqusmg athorlty is concerned that the adaptations are of an urgent nature or small I

e . nd it is aware of delays in obtaining an assessment by an OT, they may consid o
g the social services authority to ask ot ’ 1C€r request-
’ others to carty out the asses i

vices departm, . Sment or requesting the social ser-

e her;ml en; to accept a referral from another suitably qualified professional. This may incl iir

: . . . . clu

il prodes;ionz;ls with appropriate expertise, including the applicant’s GP. This stul 1h le

-ace detays ana therefore speed up the grant i oo TEmE help
. g rocess e .
required. P especially where more minor adaptations are

e S e Ee
N
[l

AL S

their application.

38. The duty under section 24(3) to consult the social services authority relates solely to the mat-
ters concerned in section 24(3)(a). There is no reason why the procedures for consultation need to be
carried out in a particular way. For instance, in many cases the assessment of adaptation needs will
have been carried out by the social services authority prior to the disabled person being referred to the
housing authority for DFG. This is especially the case where an assessment has already been carried
out under the requirements of the NHS and Community Care Act 1990 through which it may be
determined that all or some of a disabled person’s needs may be met under CSDP Act. However the

L . .
decision on grant assisted works remains a matter for the local housing authority.

does not lnClude LL wlCx L -
th Sts Of an OCCupa' 1‘01'1 1 the i .Il 1 deh t of € SO l] 101
' € CO. a. ]'1 aplst actr g on p i
' e al th S Clal SeI'ViCeS au
lty mn tl e dlSCl lar ge Ot t}1EII IesponSlbllltles un.de] SeCtiOIl 24 (3 ) ( a) Oi d e 1 996 Cct (or y other

Good practice

39. It is for social services authorities to decide in each case who should be involved in the assess-
ment procedure in providing advise to the housing authority on the matters mentioned in section
24(3)(a). In most cases the assessment service will be provided by an occupational therapist employed
by the social services department but it may be appropriate for others to be consulted in making the
assessment. Above all however, it is important that the disabled occupant himself is involved in any

discussions about an adaptation scheme. Others who may need to be involved will include:

occupational therapist (OT) employed by health authority, private or voluntary

O . N N .

ag::tltlt?n angdh colla}l:ogtton in the procedures for planning and assessment of those seeking help with
ations through DFGs. There are a numb i o

Paiermin er of areas of good practice which local authorities

a. Ici;Ie;xtlon of a single team (one stop service) where everyone involved (grant team, OT and
staff) work together as one unit in dealing with all aspects of the appiicat’ion from

® .
organisation; f,'_ '
: T to a -
e applicant’s GP; b auﬂ:;’:'l;eulrtlldnoamtal'YIal;)thontles The local housing authority must not delegate its
. 4 €t Lhapter 1, Part [ of the 1996 Act to
& staff of health authority, including health professional; f They should also consider providing applicants with a n:r;t ec;m ine the grant application
: their grant works and enau €d contact point in relation to
e voluntary bodies; E - ing applicants are aware of any local support group or forum;
. joint visi i .
i visits where adaptations to be provided are likely to be complex with high level of

& other household members s technical input;
home improvement agency or other agent appointed by the applicant . o
c. i ; .
¢ L(er;t aining involving the staff of housing, social servics authorities and health which
S €veryone to gain a clear understanding of
g of each others’ responsibiliti
and therefore fosters good working relationships for the furure: es and problems

SEP L

Where the housing authority employs its own occupational therapist, it will be important to maintain :
close collaboration with the social services authority to ensure an integrated approach to meeting the
applicant’s needs. Authorities should also bear in mind that, where such arrangements are in place the

duty to consult social services authorities under section 24(3) still remains.

d. well icies and pr. res on pri ng of t t ready
ell documented policies and procedures o processing of gran applications as a read
source of reference available to staff in both authorities;
)

. - .
;er:ilgllar halS(:.)I‘l groulz1 meetings between staff from neighbouring local authorities to discuss
€ms arising and possible solutions for dealing wi i
. : g with them. This forges good contact
and helps to disseminate good practice and working methods more widely agnd quickly'C i

40. The priorities and demands being made on both grants departments and social services depart-
ments (particularly for OT assessments) may cause delays and the adaptation needs of disabled people
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f. liaison committee involving more senior staff in the respective authorities meeting peri-
odically to take a more strategic look at the operation of the housing adaptation services
especially methods for prioritising demand under the new grant regime introduced by
Chapter 1, Part I of the 1996 Act. This might include discussion of policy areas across.

departmental responsibilities; and

development of common data systems providing up to date information on progress of
DFG casework. This identifies problems and therefore helps reduce delays.

h. development of registers of adapted homes and of people looking for such properties.

44. The creation of the new unitary authorities provides a good opportunity for those authorities to
review their present procedures to see whether improvements can be made to the current arrange-
ments. It is appreciated that there will be more obstacles in setting up these arrangements in non-uni-
tary authorities especially where housing and social services authorities are not situated in the same
locality. Nevertheless, in these areas, authorities are urged to consider these options and seek to iden-

tify other good practice designed to improve the delivery of help to disabled people through DFGs.

Prioritising demand for DFGs
45. Advice on the setting of strategies for the use of DFG resources is given in Chapter 7. In setting

their strategies for using those resources housing authorities will need to determine their priorities for
meeting demand for mandatory disabled facilities grants. Many authorities already adopt a system of
prioritising applications according to need and adopt a fast track approach to emergency cases where
there is a clear need to provide early adaptations. Such cases will-include applications for a disabled
person whose disability arises following an accident and who is about to be discharged from hospital
and therefore requires adaptations urgently. Local authorities should not use pre application tests as a
way of delaying applications or avoiding their statutory duty to process applications within 6 months.

46. Some authorities have developed a priority system of ranking DFG applications under which
those with a higher ranking are processed more speedily than others who have been given a lower
ranking because their needs are less pressing. However, such decisions will not be taken easily and in
some cases it will be difficult for the authority to determine that one person’s needs are greater or more
urgent than another’s. In all cases authorities should keep the applicant fully informed of the date that

they are likely to be notified of the outcome of their application.

Determination of whether works are necessary and appropriate

47. The local housing authority must satisfy itself that the works are necessary and appropriate to
meet the needs of the disabled person under section 24(3)(a), and in doing so should consult the
social services authority. They need to consider a number of factors. In particular whether the pro-

posed adaptations or improvements:

are needed to provide for a care plan to be implemented which will enable the disabled

®
occupant to remain living in their existing home as independently as possible;

would meet, as far as possible, the assessed needs of the disabled person taking into
account both their medical and physical needs; and

distinguish between what is desirable and possibly legitimate aspirations of the disabled
person, and what is actually needed and for which grant support is fully justified.

48. In determining the needs of the disabled person consideration should be given to the particular
household group in which the disabled occupant resides so that any adaptations being contemplated
do not cause strain on the household which may lead to breakdown of the present care arrangements.
For instance, a relevant factor might be the continued privacy of the disabled person or carer follow-

ing completion of works.
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49. DFG i ive di
hereiore nseage deskl)gene.d to give disabled people a degree of independence in the home. Considerati
et he I:hs to " given kto the impact of adaptations on the level of care given to tl:le disablm;iatlon
whether those tasks will be reduced or eased. Ad . ed per-
T il : : - Adaptation works would not h. i
penl(; ; Jectn;le within a care package if the disabled person does not gain-an acceptable d:VC ac?%e\c/ied
c i ) e .
wher he’ v:; - 1?0s51ble, or, where the disabled person remains dependent upon the gl’ efo I}I: .
1ere the adaptation does not significantly ease the burden of the carer. care ot omers,

D -l
5oeteq:|;!:ima7t:?:{o\f whgther works are reasonabie and practicable
- Section 24(3)(b) requires housing authorities to satisty themselves whether it is re‘ason ble and
able an

practicable to carry out the relevant i
works o
building, orks having regard to the age and condition of the dwelling or

51. Under secti i
P ecttlﬁn ?4(4) the question of the property’s fitness for human habitation is a matter the
. . [ r the
= reasonablfn ' or;ty can tai(e Into account in determining the section 24(3)(b) question relati
T ess and practicality. This means that i i -
2 at in a suitable case, the local i
G mp 5 ocal housing authority can
hu;:n i habitpgllcatlon for DFG even where on the completion of the works the property is unf}i,t f
ation. i i i .
TR Wthhere, on inspection of a property in connection with a DFG application, it is
gl i 0 the extent that it would clearly be unreasonable and impractical to proceed’w'th
a . . i : 1
vl g Adaptz]mons, the llxousmg authority should, in consultation with the social servi
, consider alternative solutions in deciding t} .
. : Ing the most i i
ke tlon gt et g appropriate course of action. Such con-

. ur i 1. 1 N
' ging Fhe disabled occupant to seek a renovation grant to make the property fit foll
ing which the proposed adaptations can proceed; perty fit follow-

™ ideri i

:}?:sdelngf\ileilerbj reduced level of adaptations to the property, which would satisfy
needs of the disabled occupant and also sati cality comei :

PRy satisfy the practicality considerations, would

. . v » . :
;ozmdqmi w1lth tllme disabled person rehousing to other more suitably adapted accomm
ation in the locality, especially if the disabled ‘ °’
person expresses such f i
would make sense if maj i s
jor expenditure on adaptatio i i
Kt et ol p ns could be avoided and a suitably

Age and condition of property
52. There is no minimum '
age of a property which is the subi

yEy - pr subject of a DFG application: i
W(h e) t(};:) .Nfavertheless, housing authorities need to have regard to a number of izlzt;rs innd se'cc?on
i it:l;) it is rea;cl)nable ;ni practicable to carry out the relevant adaptation works. Each case “2‘1:11 plng

wn problems which need to be resolved in reachi isi : 0

: : : ng decisions on grant

lowing are issues which commonly arise in the processing of grant applicat{i;oriS' s ER

a th.e aIChlteCtuIa arld StIuCtutal ChaIaCteIlStICS Of dle dWEHl]lg "lay rer Ide] certain €S Of

(b) 1t:lhi1 pran;ticalities of carrying out adaptations to smaller properties with narrow doorways
alls and passages which might make wheelchair use in and around the dwelling difficuS;t:
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Grant conditions

53. Owner applicants for DFGs are required to provide an «owner's certificate” under section 21in

relation to future occupation. Where a tenant applies for a DFG, a “tenant’s certificate” is required

under section 22 - also an owner’s certificate from the landlord is also required, unless the authority
consider it is unreasonable in the circumstances to require it. Details of these provisions are given in

Annex F.
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54. The conditions requiring repayment of grant on breach of
lication for disabled facilities grant.

the disposal of the dwelling under Part I do not apply to any app

Means testing

55, The arrangements for means testing those applying for DFG is different from applications for

renovation grants. The Housing Renewal Grants Regulations 1996 provide a definition of “relevant

person” for the purposes of applications for DFG. This reflects the new policy that the test for DEG

should take into account only the resources of the disabled occupant, where this is the applicant, their
o of the means test are given in Annex J2.

spouse and partner. Full details on the operation of the me

Successive applications
56. For those disabled people whose conditions are degenerative, further adaptations to their home

to cater for their deteriorating condition may become necessary at a later date. The grants legislation
cations for DFG

in Chapter I, Part I of the 1996 Act places no express testriction on successive appli
on the same property. In such cases and depending on the time lapse between the two applications,
provision is made in-the Housing Renewal Grants Regulations to reduce the amount of an applicant’s
current contribution. The contribution will be reduced by any previous assessed contribution if the
the previous adaptations. This means that existing commitments in respect
disregarded if the most recent application is made within the lifetime of

the notional loan assumed for the purposes of the test (five or ten years depending on whether the
licant’s contribution was £8,000 and the

applicant is a tenant ot an owner). For example, if the app
amount of grant was £10,000 any contribution in a subsequent application within the time limits of
five or ten years, would be reduced by £8,000. If, on the other hand the applicant’s assessed contribu-

1 was £12,000 any contribution in a subsequent application would be reduced by £12,000.

applicant went ahead with
of previous applications are

tio

57. Authorities should explain to applicants the merits of pursuing
1 where it is clear the assessed contribution exceeds the cost of the present works and

“nil grant” is approved. In such cases, the current contribution
will be reduced by an amount equivalent to the approved cost of works, not the assessed contribution
which may have been greater. Where a local authority intends to approve a grant in such cases they
should ensure that the works for which the original application was submitted were completed to a

satisfactory standard.

pletion eve
therefore the outcome will be that a

Delayed payment of DFG

58. The section 34 requirement to notify an applicant as soon as reasonably practicable and not later
than six months after the date of the application, whether the application is approved or refused
applies to DFG applications. However under section 36 the local authority may approve an applica-
tion for mandatory grant on the basis that the grant, or part of the grant, will not be paid before a date
specified in the notification of their decision. The date so specified must not be later than 12 months

after the date of the application.

59. The purpose of the provision is to provide authorities with discretion to delay payment of
mandatory DFG for up to twelve months from the date when a valid application was made in excep-
tional circumstances where, because there is a particularly heavy caseload of applications involving
works which attract mandatory grant, the approval of applications within the statutory six months

an application through to com- . -
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defer paymens sz m:ndafotr;, I-)SI: (;}‘; I:,ecuofn 36 power may consider that it would be appropriate to
one moving to a dwelling at a later d ere, for example, particular adaptations are required for some-
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section 36 power should be used sparingly and r‘lot whe b ILIS the Secretary of State’s view that the
applicant whose a i rere it would cause hardship or sufferin
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savings.
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Annex J1

FINANCIAL MATTERS
A. Allocation of Resources for Private Sector Renewal

1. For the financial year 1997/98 onwards, the provision for private sector renewal and for disabled
facilities grants will be made separately.

2. Local authorities will continue to be required to bid for resources for both disabled facilities grants
and for other private sector renewal, as part of the HIP round. Ministers will have 100% discretion in
the allocation of resources to each authority within each region. However, the allocations will be
informed by indicators of local authority need and the content and quality of each authority’s strate-
gy and performance.

Disabled Facilities Grants

3. Subsidy towards expenditure on disabled facilities grants, both mandatory and discretionary, will
continue to be paid as Specified Capital Grant (SCQ), and resources will be allocated as a separate
guideline figure in HIP, representing the maximum Supplementary Credit Approvals (SCAs) the
Department can guarantee to provide to each authority to compensate for the need to reduce relevant
credit approvals, pound for pound, on receipt of the SCG, in accordance with section 57 of the 1989
Act. Further information on SCAs and their distribution is given in paragraphs 12 to 19 below.

Cther Private Sector Renewal Expenditure

4. Resources for other private sector renewal expenditure, ie renovation grants, slum clearance,
group repair, renewal areas, relocation grants and improvement for sale, will be paid as Specific Grant,
to be known as Private Sector Renewal Support Grant, and will be cash limited. This means that the
allocation to local authorities in their HIP will be a capped amount above which no Exchequer con-
tribution will be paid but there will be no requirement to reduce credit approvals.

5. The allocation represents the 60% of expenditure that is eligible for Exchequer contribution.
Authorities must find from their own resources, the remaining 40%. They are not required to claim
up to the limit of their allocation. If any authority will not require the full amount allocated in HIP,
they should inform their local Government Office, preferably at second advance claim stage, so that
the unused resources may be made available to other authorities in the region who have a need to
spend more than their allocation will support.

6. However, before offering up specific grant resources, the authority must be certain that the
resources will not be needed during that financial year. Should the authority have formally relin-
quished part of their allocation, the Department will not be able to pay subsidy on any additional
expenditure that might be shown in the authority’s final claim, where this exceeds the authority’s
reduced allocation.

B Method of Payment:

Specific Grant : Private sector renewal support grant

7. From 1 April 1997, payments of grant to authorities will continue to be made as ten monthly pay-
ments on account, paid as specific grant and based on the amounts claimed in the first and second
advance claim forms. Adjustments will be made, where necessary, on receipt of final advance and
audited claim forms.



