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FOREWORD

GSA through the National Archives and Records Service

is responsible for administering the permanent noncurrent

records of the Federal Government. These archival hold

ings , now amounting to about 900,000 cubic feet, date from

the days of the Continental Congresses ; they include the

basic records of the three branches of our Government-

Congress , the courts, and the executive departments and

independent agencies. The Presidential Libraries-- Hoover ,

Roosevelt , Truman , and Eisenhower --contain the papers of

those Presidents and many of their associates in office.

Among our holdings are many hallowed documents relating

to great events of our Nation's history , preserved and ven

erated as symbols to stimulate a worthy patriotism in all of

us. But most of the records are less dramatic , kept because

of their continuing practical utility for the ordinary proc

esses of government, for the protection of private rights,

and for the research use of students and scholars,

To facilitate the use of the records and to describe their

nature and content, our archivists prepare various kinds of

finding aids . The present work is one such publication. We

believe that it will prove valuable to anyone who wishes to

use the records it describes .

LAWSON B. KNOTT , JR .

Administrator of General Services
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PREFACE

Special lists are published by the National Archives as

part of its records- description program . The special list

describes in detail the contents of certain important records

series , that is , units of records of the same form or that

deal with the same subject or activity or that are arranged

serially. Its form and style are not fixed but vary according

to the nature of the records to which it relates. Its distin

guishing characteristic is that it goes beyond the general de

scription contained in a record group registration statement

and a preliminary inventory and describes records in terms

of individual record items.

In addition to lists and other finding aids that relate to

particular record groups, the National Archives publishes

some that give an overall picture of materials in its custody.

A comprehensive Guide to the Records in the National Ar

chives (1948) and a brief guide, Your Government's Records

in the NationalArchives (revised 1950) , have been issued. A

guide devoted to one geographical area--Guide to Materials

on Latin America in the National Archives (1961)--has been

published . Forty - four Reference Information Papers , which

analyze records in the National Archives on such subjects as

transportation , small business , and the Middle East , have so

far been issued. Records of the Civil War are described in

Guide to Federal Archives Relating to the Civil War (1962)

and Civil War Maps in the NationalArchives (1964), those

ofWorld War I in Handbook of Federal World War Agencies

and Their Records, 1917-1921 (1943) , and those ofWorld War

II in the two - volume guide , FederalRecords of World War II

(1950-51) . Genealogical records are described in Guide to

Genealogical Records in the National Archives (1964).Many

bodies of records of high research value have been edited by

the National Archives and reproduced on microfilm as aform

V



of publication. Positive prints of this microfilm , many of

which are described in the List of National Archives Micro

film Publications (1966 ) , are available for purchase.

ROBERT H. BAHMER

Archivist of the United States
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INTRODUCTION

I. Basis for Compilation and Date Range of the List

This list contains the names of more than 26,000 American -flag

merchant vessels that received certificates of enrollment or registry

at the port of New York during the years 1789-1867. It is based on

either abstracts or copies of these certificates now in the National

Archives . The period covered by the list begins with the passage of
the Navigation Act of September 1 , 1789 ( 1 Stat . 55 ) , and ends with

1867, the year in which the first annual List of Merchant Vessels of

the United States2 was published . No pertinent records relating to

enrollments from September 1808 to March 1809 or to registers from

September 1810 to March 1811 have been found in the National Archives .

In most instances the names of the vessels documented during those two

periods will not be listed . If, however , one of those vessels received

another certificate at New York during the years 1789-1867, its name

will appear in the list .

II . The List as a Guide to Records of Other Ports

Because of its prominence as a commercial center , many vessels

stopped at New York on their inward and outward voyages . During these

stops many of the vessels , usually documented at other American ports ,

required new certificates because of a change in ownership or in the

type of trade ( coastwise or foreign) in which the vessels were to engage .

Thus this list can serve as a guide not only to the certificates of

New York vessels but also to those of other American vessels , since it

is frequently possible to compile a complete list of the certificates for

a particular vessel from the information contained in an individual cer

tificate or the abstract of it . Each certificate , for example , usually

contains a citation to the number , date , and port of issue of the preced

ing certificate ; and many certificates also include endorsements giving

the place and date of surrender -- information that will usually serve as

a guide to the place and date of issuance of the succeeding certificate .

The abstracts , described in greater detail in section IV , can be used in

the same manner .

The abstracts and copies are among the records of the Bureau of Marine

Inspection and Navigation ( Record Group 41 ) , except for copies of the 1791

1801 registers that are part of the French Spoliation Claims records of the

Bureau of Customs (Record Group 36 ) .

2 Published annually by the Treasury Department, the Bureau of Navi

gation , the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation , and the Bureau of

Customs , respectively .
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III . ABrief Historyof Vessel Documentation3.

During the period that the United States was governed under the

Articles of Confederation ( 1783-89 ), the individual States continued to

exercise the same authority over merchant vessels within their respec

tive jurisdictions that they had exercised as British colonies . The

Navigation Act of 1789 brought under the jurisdiction of the new Federal

Government all American - flag merchant vessels of 5 tons burden and over

engaged in foreign commerce . Three years later Congress placed all ves

sels engaged in thecoastal and fishing tradesundersimilarjurisdiction.4

These laws required that the certificates of registry and enrollment be

issued after the proper admeasurement of each vessel and the presentation

of proof of its build and ownership as evidence that the vessel was en

titled to the rights and privileges of an American vessel ( for example ,

lower tonnage duties and certain immunities under international law ) .

Registers were granted to vessels measuring 5 tons and over engaged in

foreign trade, and enrollments were granted to those measuring 20 tons

or over engaged in various types of coastal and fishing trades . When

ever there was a change in a vessel's ownership , type of trade , tonnage ,

dimensions , rig , or name , a new certificate was issued and the old one

was surrendered to the collector of customs at the nearest port . Two

copies of each certificate were made--one for use on board the vessel and

one for the collector . Surrendered copies ( those 'used on board the vessel )

were endorsed as to place , date , and reason for surrender and were sent

to the Register of the Treasury in Washington , D.C.

During the period 1885-87 the Department of the Treasury called in

the collectors ' copies of the registers for the years 1791-1801 in con

nection with the settlement of the French Spoliation Claims ; and those

copies are now a part of Record Group 36, Records of the Bureau of Cus

toms . Copies of the registers after 1801 are a part of Record Group 41,

Records of the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation . The enroll

ments are also a part of Record Group 41 .

IV . Content of Individual Certificates and Abstracts

Each certificate contains the following information : the port and

date of issue ; and the name of the vessel, its place and date of build ,

3For a more detailed history of vessel documentation , see Forrest R.

Holdcamper , " Registers , Enrollments and Licenses in the National Archives, "

in American Neptune, 1 : 275-294 ( July 1941 ) .

4Acts of February 16 , 1792 ( 1 Stat . 229 ) , and February 18 , 1793

( i Stat . 305 ) .
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the rig , the interior length , the breadth and depth of the hull , the

number of decks and masts , the names of the owners during the life of

the certificate , the name of the master serving on the date the certifi

cate was issued , and a citation to the preceding certificate . The place

of residence and occasionally the occupation of the person securing the

certificate are also given . After 1850 the places of residence of the

other owners and the number of shares held by each are usually included .

In many cases the first certificate issued for a particular vessel in

cludes the name of the builder . The endorsement of surrender , when it

does appear on the certificate , serves as a guide to the place and date

that the next certificate was issued . The endorsement on the last cer

tificate for a particular vessel sometimes contains data regarding the

vessel's final disposition . A few documents also contain endorsements

regarding changes of master or mortgages against the vessel . It is not

possible to ascertain with certainty, from the certificates , the names of

all the masters of a given vessel or to determine the tenure of a partic

ular master's service . Master abstracts of both enrollments and registers

were maintained by the office of the Register of the Treasury in Wash

ington , D.C. They are arranged by calendar year , thereunder geograph

ically by port of issue, and thereunder chronologically. Most entries

in the abstracts contain the number of the certificate and the date of

1ssue ; the name of the vessel ; the name of the person who secured the

certificate (known as the husband or managing owner ) ; the name of the

master on the date of issue ; a reference to the preceding document ; the

vessel's tonnage , and the place , date , and reason for the certificate's

surrender . If the entry information is complete , it is possible--through

the use of these abstracts --to compile a complete list of the certifi

cates for the life of a particular vessel .

V. Arrangement of the List

This list is arranged alphabetically by name of vessel according to

& pattern used until recently in the annual List of Merchant Vessels of

theUnited States . The first initial or the first word in the name

determines its place in the list . Within each letter of the alphabet ,

names consisting of that letter only come first and are followed by

compound names beginning with that letter as an initial (E. Alexander

Jones ) . These names are followed by compound names beginning with two

initial letters (E. T. Cunningham ) . If the name consists of only two

initials (E. 2. ) , it is placed at the beginning of the group of names

starting with those two initial letters ( E. Z. , E. 2. Allen ) . Names

beginning with three initial letters (E. A. R. Jones ) come next . These

names are followed by those consisting of or starting with a full word .

If two compound names begin with the same initial letter or the same

word , it is the second letter or word in the name that determines its
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place in the list . ( For an illustration of the alphabetical pattern,
see table on page 5. ) The words "and , " "of ," and "the" are treated

like any other words for purposes of alphabetization . "Mc" is placed

between " Mab " and " Mac " (Mabel, McDonough , McMurry , MacArthur, MacClellan ).

When there is more than one vessel with the same name , the arrange

ment is chronological by year of build ; if this date is not known , the

year of the first known New York certificate is used . If two vessels

of the same name were built in the same year , the arrangement thereunder

is by the date of the first known New York certificate . In the few cases

where vessels of the same name , year build , and first New York certificate

are listed , the arrangement is by tonnage--with names of those vessels of

lesser tonnage coming first . Entries in the body of the list , consisting

of cross -references to other names of a particular vessel, appear at the

end of the group of identical names .

Each entry in the list contains the name of the vessel , its tonnage

( fractions of a ton , expressed in 95ths through the year 1864 and in

iooths thereafter, are omitted5 ), rig, year and place of build , and date

and type of its first known New York document . The data are given under

the first known name of the vessel as documented at New York . Later

changes in rig and tonnage are not given ; but, when a change of name is

known , it is indicated in a footnote at the bottom of the page . A cross

reference note in the body of the list indicates that the information

regarding a particular vessel is given under its other name .

Since a vessel with a compound name is frequently known by the last

part of its name , an index to compound names has been included at the

end of the list .

Kenneth R. Hall

Srhe new vessel admeasurement system was outlined in an act of

May 6, 1864 ( 13 Stat . 69) . The original system of admeasurement was

outlined in the Navigation Act of September 1, 1789 ( 1 Stat . 55 ) .
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TABLE ILLUSTRATING THE LIST'S PATTERN OF ALPHABETIZATION

Beginning with one initial letter

F
i
r
s
t9

E
n
t
r
i
e
s

Beginning with two initial letters

G.

G. Allen

G. Montgomery

G. Zebra

G. A.

G. A. Smith

G. L. Smith

G. L. Anderson

G. Z. Schmidt

GarrettBeginning with a complete word

G
r
o
u
pI

Garrett A. Jones

Garrett Allen Edwards

Garrett and Elizabeth

Garrett Ann

Garrett Anthony

General

Note : When the repetition of the

same first word makes further re

Pinement necessary , the second

word becomes the deciding factor

and the same pattern as above is

observed . For a graphic illustra

tion , cover the words "Garrett ,

"General ," and "General Allen,

respectively , in Groups I , II , and

III . Note that within each group

the entries to the right are in the

same alphabetical sequence as the

9 entries at the beginning of the

table . In Group III, if " Smith "

seems to be a long word to begin a

group , remember that it is alpha

betized under " S , " and the next

entry begins the part alphabetized

under " T." See page 3 for a verbal

description of the alphabetization

pattern and the rules that established

it .

General A. Jackson Payne

General A. C. Taylor

General A. R. Bell

General Allen

G
r
o
u
p
I
I

G
r
o
u
p

I
I
I General Allen Smith

General Allen T. Bull

General Allen T. R. Sheperd

General Allen Thompson Ross
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Abbreviations Used in the List

І
.

Rig of vessel

Bg .

Bt .

C.Bg.

C.Bt.

Flat Bt .

Herm.Brig

Lighter sl .

Lk.Bt.

Sch .

Sch.si.

Sch.Yacht

Scow Bg .

Scow Bt .

Scow C.Bt.

Scow Lk.Bt.

Scow Sch .

sl .

SlYacht

St.Bark

St.Bt.

St.Elevator

St.Ferry

St.Prop .

St.Ship

St.Tug

Wh .Bark

Wh.Ship

Barge

Boat

Canal Barge

Canal Boat

Flat Boat

Hermaphrodite Brig

Lighter Sloop

Lake Boat

Schooner

Schooner Sloop

Schooner Yacht

Scow Barge

Scow Boat

Scow Canal Boat

Scow Lake Boat

Scow Schooner

Sloop

Sloop Yacht

Steam Bark

Steamboat

Steam Elevator

Steam Ferry

Steam Propeller

Steam Ship

Steam Tug

Whaling Bark

Whaling Ship

II . Type of Certificate

E

R

St.E

St.R

Wh . E

Wh.R

Enrollment

Register

Steam Enrollment

Steam Register

Whaling Enrollment

Whaling Register
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LIST OF AMERICAN -FLAG MERCHANT VESSELS THAT RECEIVED

CERTIFICATES OF ENROLLMENT OR REGISTRY

AT THE PORT OF NEW YORK

1789-1867

A. Baker
O

Kiang Loong
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